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^ri^inal f rcturrs. 

CLINICAL LECTURE ON STPHILITIC DISEASE 
OF THE LARYNX. 

DBIITBKBD IT THX NIW TOBK HOBPITAL. 

WM. a VAN BUBEN, U.D., 



QBitTLKHEN : — la our last public Tisit rou rerDember we 
examined several cases of syphilis, and that there wu one 
patient to whom I called your attention for a moment, 
who wore a tube in his trachea. That cue belongs ti> a 

very interesting class, which is, perhaps, loo much neglect- 
ed, and I have thought it worth our while to spend a few 
moments in studying its history, and the character of the 
affection of the larynx which rendered the insertion of 
the tube necessary. 

This affection is known by the name of syphilitic disease 
of the laryni. It is one of those forma of syphilis which, 
happiiv for humanity, is rare, bot still it is not uncommon 
to Gna in a hospital of any size, one or two men as nurses, 
wearing these tubes, I remember very distinctly the case 
of a nurse in La Charittf Hospital, of Paris, twenty years 
ago, who had worn the tube for a number of years. 

The term laryngitis is applied correctly to purely inflam- 
matory affections. The disease, however, now under con- 
sideration is not an inflammation of the la^nx, but is the 
result of the manifestalion of syphilis in that part of the 
oreanUm. 

In order that you may recall all the features of this case 
I will read an abstract of it, which I have received from 
my colleague. Dr. Markoe. 

7oBK Barbie, tetat 36, English seaman, admitted to 
the New York Hospit^ Oct., 1859, with syphilitic sore- 
throat and laryngeal disease. Had chancre six years ago, 
followed by secondary symptoms, amongst which was 
Eo.-«-thn>at; which h^ since then recan«d mx or seven 
times, but the larynx was not involved until the last 
attack in 1858, for which he was treated in the Hos- 

E'tat; he had then housencss and tenderness of Ae 
rynx on external pressure, whii^ yielded to antj- 
syphilitic treatment, and he was discharged, apparently 
cured, in January, 1869. In about nine months he was 
readmitted with his present attack, which, like the former 
ones, was characterized by ulceration of &Dces, with 
hoarseness, pain, and tenderness about the larynx, cougt 
mucous expectoration, and occasional paroxysms of 
dyspncea. The attack was more severe than any of his 
previous ones, but it gradually yielded and he assumed the 
duties of a nurse in the Hospital ; treatment employed : 
mild mercurials, cinnabar fumigations, iodida of potassium. 
About the 1st of February, the throat was again attacked, 
and still more severely, by reulceration of pharynx, hoarse- 
ness, dyspn<Ea, and extreme tenderness of larvnx. 

On examination by the finger the epiglottis felt, "irre- 

Star, contracted, and thickened." On February 8th, the 
lowing was the note taken of the case ; " Patient cannot 
lie down through dyspncca; expiration seems to beefibcted 
with more diflScuity than inspiration ; expectoration very 
copious — of viscid muco-purulent matter, and effected 
with mnch pun; deglutition excessively difflcuIt-H»n 
swallow fluids only." 

Under the steady and cautious nae of the remedies already 
mentioned tliese extreme symptoms yielded during the fol- 
lowing week, and the patients condition improved some- 
what, bis gums being distincl.ty sore from mercury at the 
time of the amendment. But the improvement was not 
progressive; he still suffered ftvm ft^usnt paroxysms <rf 
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incaa, removed by oquous ezp«ctoc*tion ; the amount 
lis latl«r was exoeosire ; his pulse oontinujsd aixnt one 
hundred, with much emaciation and debihty, and groat 
difficulty in swallowing; luogt Crto from diswa& In this 
condition the ojieration of bronchotomy was decided upon 
with the view simply of &Gilitating the tiiBetioa of respira- 
tion, and, by placing the Isrynx at rest, of coatribnting to 
its restoration. The operation was done on the 20tk of 
Febniaiy (by my ooUeagae Dr. Markoa, who va* then on 
dnty, and to whose noM of the case I am indebted lor th« 
Qtcta just stated). A double caoula was introduMd thnMgk 
the cnco-lhyroid membmte. 

The immediste cons^nences of the operaltoa were most 
&vorahl«. Expectoration dimintshed, u^^ether with the 
constant and annoying hawking, spittiog, and ooughing; 
breathing entirely free. Capacity to take solid food re- 
turned in a few days, and steep was itudi*turb«d. On the 
27th his pulse had fallen to 90 (liom 120), and on the 9eh 
of Ifarcb he is reported to be gainiog raptdly, to have kwt 
hi* phthisical loidc, and to be growing &t. 

Now, gentiemiea, you have the case before you. From tha 
last noI«, Uarch Bth, to tba present day (Hay !i6th), he 
has been doing perfectiy welL He breathes entire^ 
through this double canula. The larynx being, as it were, . 
thrown out of gear, the man oannot speak unless he <dosw 
the opening into the trachea and throvra the column of air 
past the vocaI oords, which, in cooseqnenoe of the coo- 
structioa of the tube, can easily be done. 

The wound through which tlie tube is lodged in the 
trachea is very apt to dose when the ioatminent is left out 
any time ; two hours is sufficieot to maku the granulationa 
which suTTound th« opening to contract seosiUy, sod if 
left out for twenty-four hours it ai^bt be iayKwaible bo 

I remember one patient upon whom I opwat«d twelve 
years ago, in Bellevue Hospital, for tlus eame disease. 
One day the House Su^oon, having removed the tube tot 
the purpose of cleaning it, was suddenly called from the 
ward to attend aa obstetrical case, and fouod it impossiblie 
for him to retara immediately. In kes than two hours 
tftw he was sent for in great hast«, with the iBteVi^jenoB 
that the patient who had been thus lell was dying. On 
arriving m the ward he found that the wound bad (»n- 
tracted to such on extent, as almoat to prevent liia bieaUi- 
ing ; the face was dusky, the lips livid, and there were tH 
the symptoms present of impending sufibcation. The Dr. 
attempted to reintroduce the tnbe, but found that it was 
impossible. I arrived about that time, having been sent 
for in great haste, and with the aid of a ^ube-poioted 
bistoury socceeded in reptaciug the tube. As soon as this 
was done, the patient breathed freely, the livid hue left his 
countenance, and he was restored to his former comfort- 
able condition. 

In making a few remorics oD this ease, I wish to discuss, 
first, the puhology of the diaease ; seoond, what are tha 
chances of an ultimate cure, -aad, finally, what is the v«ln« 
of the operation of broacbotomy in this condition. 

As to the nature of the afiection, it is properly termed 
syphilitic disease of the larynx. It is a disease wh^h is not 
treated much of in text-books, and cooeequendy to tha 
mind of the student its character is apt to be letl in a state 
of obscurity. It is for this reason that I have adced you to 
study the aisease with me this morning. 

Syphilis cfaoosM the throat as one of its favorite looalitiea 
We ^ know that sore throat is very opt to occur alter an 
infeoting chancre ; that in many cases it is eitber penriiteDt 
or is very likely to return. We know also that socfa aS^ 
tions of the throat present themsdves in every phase, from 
a simple erythematous blush to extensive and deetruottve 
ulcerations. We have frequency seen this diseased eowli- 
tion occupy every part of the fances, eometiinee extending 
into the Eustachian tobee, producing deafness, or again per- 
forating the velum, and not unfiraquently oMaag it to 
adhere to the b«* of the pharynx. IhtAJaA^anan^ 
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cue io the adjoining ward, in which the vthtm pendidum 
paiaH was adhereot to the back p«i of the pharynx in sach 
a way as to cnt off all oomuiunicslion between the mouth 
and posterior iMresL The breath bad literal) j "departed from 
bis nostrils," and coDSeqnently he lost the power of smelL 

I refer to this case merelt to show how intfiorttutt fimo- 
tions HMj be interfered witA by the raTagee of (bis destroo- 
ti*e disease. 

This eame disease t^ the throat is liable to extend and 
iDTolve the larytix, aSSecHag in BooocMdoii the mucow roeni' 
braae of the e^glotds, and of the arylenoid cartilages, and 
atUtclciag the Aorda vocalet, in which case there is altera- 
tiOD ot tbe voice pceaent, or, narrowing of the chink of the 
glottis, with obstmclioD of respiration. This affection of 
the larynx, then, is identical in character with that of (he 
throat, by which it is almost invariably preceded. Tbe fact 
is one of soffident importanoe ta warrant its teitera^n, 
Tix. : that yOD rarely Qad syphilitic laryngitis occurring be- 
fore, or unaccompanied by, ulceration of tbe throat. 

Now, in reference to the forma tliat the disease puts on. 
You may see it presenting itself with simple hoarseness of 
Toioe (vaa ratica\ which is a symptom eomewhat charao- 
taristic of lyphjlis ; then again, it may be nothing bnt an 
ndinary catajrh of the membrane, and this is its mildest 
. fi>rm. If tbe patient has the disease sufficiently developed 
in his system, it will present itself either in permanent 
tbickeiung of the mucous tissue, or advance to positive 
ulceration. These uloeraiions are liable to occur in any part 
of tbe surface of the larynx, and they follow the general 
law of 8y{^litia ulcerations in other parts of the body, 
conc«aing the characters of which you have had abund- 
anoe of <^>portnnitJes to learn. We have here upon the 
table an instance in which tbe epiglottis has been entirely 
destroyed by this diaaase. 

I will mention, in passing, that a loss of this part (epi- 
glottis) does not interfere with deglutition. There is a spe- 
cimen in tbe maseum of Dr. Mott, in which the epiglottis 

was found wanliogat the poetrinor* ■--•■ — "■■' 

whiohduring the life of the patient _ 

(hat led to Che suspicion of such a deficiency. 

These ulcerations may extend from the lairnx unto tjie 
trachea, bronchi, or even into the lung tissue lUelf. Theee 
bote are pretty well substaoliated by the recent researches 
in Oennany and France, more eepeciaUy by Virchow of 
Berlin, Depoul, Diday, and Giibier. 

It is probable that as our attention is directed more and 
more to this sati|ect, it will be found that there are cert^n 
form* of bronchitis, if not pneumonia or phthisis, that have 
their origin in alterations depending upon the syphilitio 
poisoa. This i»a fact that has been in a measure proved 
by Virchow, (me of the greatest pathologists now living, 
and whom we should consider, from the rare opportunities 
he baa of inrestigatiog the disease, as tbe highest authority 
upon the subject 

Syphilis, as I remarked befi»'e, prefers certain locaUties to 
other»— tfcns upon the skin we notice eruptions, nioet fre- 
quentiy at the root« of the hair, around the lacey and in the 
neigfaborbood of (he genital organs. In like manner it liaa 
ha points of preference upon the mueous membrane, aad is 
most frequently met with in the throat, while in the intes- 
tioal oaniil it is very rarely seen, except at the lower end of 
the leotum. 

In re^rd to the cause of theee eniptions or ulcers, I can 
only sa^ that they seem to be the result of an effurt on the 
part of the economy to eliminate a poison ; tbe «ecreting 
glands being irrit<((«d (o a grea(er or leas degree in ooneo- 
qnesoe. The stzfliLng tendeneyof theas eruptions is to run 
into nlcerations ; they, however, are not iH a phagedenic 
character, yielding readily to the anti-sypiiilitic treatment 
Neither do they in-volve danger to life, unless by their situa- 
tion they interfere with the funotjon of some vital organ. 
In connexion with this tendency to ulceration, there is an 
eS^iion of a oartain material which is as characteristic of 
syphilis aa ue tubercles of phthisis, I refer (o the t/vmmy 
hmer of the Trenoh. This peculiar exuduion ia deposited 
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under the skin in masses, going to form papule, elevations 
of greater or less size, even entering into the constitution 
of Eod nodes. These deposits are not unircquently met 
with in the substance of tbe tongue, and Bicord refers to one 
utuated in the substance of the heart itaeff. This, then, is 
one of the peculiarities of syphilis. 

The worst form of syphilitic laryngitis is that in which 
not only Che mucous memlMrane l>ut tbe perichondrium is 
the seat of tbe disease. The cartilage of course dies, and 
if the extent of such destruction is by any means coitsider- 
able, the case must terminate ratallv. The existence of this 
disease is made out without difficulty, from the odor of the 
breach, which is quite peculiar, beiogof even a more rancid 
odor than that which emanates from necrosed bone. 

In the case tliat I alluded to aa having been operated 
ufion some ten years ^o in Bellevue, there was an exfoli- 
ation of bone from the back part of the cricoid carcilase 
which of coarse had become ossified. The cartilages of the 
larynx are, as you know, liable to oeaification, and true bone 
may be found in tbe posterior portion of the cricoid carti- 
lage at any time afYer the twenty- fifth year. 

In regard to the diagnosis of syphilitic laryngitis. There 
are cert.iin diseases of the larynx which may be mistaken 
for syphilitio disease, but I have alluded to one fact, that if 
remembered, will dways lead to a right conclusion. It is 
tliis ; You cannot have syphilitic disease of the larynx 
except the throat is the part first affected. This fact can 
generally be determined by an inspecUon of the part 
Whenever you have cough with laryngeal trouble, and 
syphilitic u)Cecedents, there can be no difficulty in arriving 
at a proper conclusion. There arc, however, certain forms 
of disease which may give rise to loine doubt in your 
mind. I allude more particularly to the disease known as 
phthitu latyngea. You know, in the latter stage* of the 
disease, that phthisis is very apt to affect the larynx in con- 
sequence of the irritating qutdity of Che material expecto- 
rated ; this, however, is only a concomitant ulceration, and 
has nothing Io do with tbe subject in hand. The true 
larynii;^ nnthisis was first described by Porter of Dublin, 
who considers it an alteration of the cartilage of the larynx, 
by means of which death of the parts takes place, giving 
rise to the formation of abscess, attended with difficult 
breathing, pain in deglutition, hectic fiiver, and tlie like. 
Generally speaking, the breath gives the odor of dead carti- 
lage, the ttuckening around tlic larynx, and also the pre- 
sence of an abscess behind is quite characteristic. This 
disease, however, is very rare, occurring in middle-aged 
persons ; generally follows some catarrbu aETection ; occa- 
sionally it may lie brought on as the result of violence. 
Sometimes the antecedent history is all you can rely upon 
in coming to a determination. 

With regard to the means of examining tlie larynx, there 
is a word to be said ; — When tbe epij<lottis or upper open- 
ing of tbe organ is affected, you can olten, with your finger, 
fi2 the leuoD. This is one of those little pieces of me<3ia- 
nicat dexterity that you must accustom yourselves to, and 
it is one of those accomplishments which can be acquired 
only by practice. A very good plon ia to practise palpa- 
tion upon the cadaver in the atKiencc of other opportuni- 
ties. Another means of throwing light upon these afleo- 
tions is the use of the laryngoscope. I bold in my hand 
one of the varieties of a form of instrument which is of a 
great deal of use. Here is a mirror pierced through its 
centre by a small hole, and here are several steel plates 
attached to handles. The patient Is placed with iiis back 
to (he light, and you in front of him look through the 
opening in the centre of tbe mirror at the throaty which is 
illummated by the rejected tii^L The parts around tbe 
top of the larynx are reflected on tlie surface of the steel 
miiTors, which should be dipped io warm water before 
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B what have 



? That is tlic great question. 
All mamfestations of syphilitic disease, wbea advanced to 
a certain stage, are notorious for their incurability, and the 
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affectiooa of the larynx are pMticuUrt; so, for tho i«*soa 
thai tbe parts can never be kept at i«st. Consequentlj, 
disease* uT this part are more latal tlian any otiiera. 

Tbe treatment of this affection ia twofold — in the fint 
place cons titntio oat, aad ia tbe second place local liie 
oonstitutional treatment is that of sjphilis in general. You 
have heard that treatment recapitulated in a few worda in 
the notes of tbe case just rea^ via., mild mercurials and 
tbe iodide of potassium. It mar be proper fi:^ me here to 
make a remark in relation to Uie use of mercurv in so- 
called tertiary sjphilis. These symptoiua of the disease so 
designated are undoubtedly in many coses hett treated by 
mercury. But as to the mode of using tbe mercury, I 
have a word of advice to give. You must not rely upon 
the medtoiDe alone to cure tbe disease ; it must be given in 
such a manner as not to interfere with the nutrition of tho 
individual, otherwise it does more harm then good To 
this end mild mercurials, fumigations, inunction^ and tho 
like are resorted to, that our patients may grow tat at the 
same time tbe disease ia being cured. Syphilis is a curable 
disease, but we don't know when it is cured. The treat- 
ment must be dironic to cure a chronic disease ; in some 
oaaea not giving up the perseveiing use of these milder 
mercuriala inside of 18 months or 2 years. IT patients die 
from this disease, it is either from neglecting themselves, 
or, which Qod forbid, by the neglect of the Burgeon in 



Fumigations by dnnabar is an old remedy, and were it 
not fur the irritation that it produces in most cases it 
WouW be a very good one. I have substituted instead of 
this remedy the metallic mercury, calomel or black oxide. 
Each one of these, I think, poesessee all the good qualities 
of the cinnabar, but without aiiv of its unpleasant effects. 

Finally, of what advantage is oconchotomy. The patient 
before us answers (bat question, I think, satisfactorily. It 
can assist you by enabling the patient to breathe without 
his larynx, by quietmg th^ iarvnx so that your mercurial 
"•■"■"'-"'■-I may cure the ulcers, la this way it will 
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organ. Suppose we bad treated 
tbe case never so skilfully without that tube. What would 
have been the result ? He b now aq situated that we can 
treat him at our leisure. He may not be able to remove 
tbe tube even after the disease ia entirely cured, inasmuch 
as it is passible that there otay be some permanent obstruc- 
tions hither np, the result of the oontractioo (d* dcatricea. 
It depMids then upon tbe extent of the lesions in this man's 
larynx whether 1m shall be able ta di^;>ease with the tube 

We ascertain if the larynx ia permeable to air by direct- 
ing him to pbce his finger orer the mouth of the canuU 
for a few minutes at a time. Tbe next step is to insert a 
cork into the tube ; let it renuun at first half an hour at a 
tim& and cautiously extend the time to 3 or 1 hours; and 
finally when he can tolerate its presence for 2i hours at a 
time, the whole instrument can be removed with a good 
deal of certainty that no unpleasant results will ii^w. 
As bearing particularly upon this point, I cannot resist the 
temptation to refer to a case of membranous croup in a 
child 3 years old, in which I have very recently performed 
tbe <^ration of tracheotomy, as a lost resort to prevent 
•uffbcation. Subsequently to the operation the disease did 
not extend, as it is so ^t to do, into the bronchi, conse- 

ritly the child recovered. One week siler the operation 
cork was worn in the canula all day, and on the foliow- 
iag day it was removed altogether, in 3 or 4 hoius afler 
which the opening closed so as U> compel the air during 
reqtiiatioa to eac^ie by the natural passage. 

This, gentlemen, is alll have to say in rdation to sypfai- 
fitio bryngitla. aad if I have snoceeded in so intarteting 
joD in this sunject that you are led to study tlw disease, 1 
■hall have socotnplished my object 
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FISTULOUS UXCER IN FBONT OF TfiE 
LARYNX. 

BY JOHN WATSON, M.D., 

Thi facts connected with the two following oases, relate 
to a local ailment not often recognised by surgical writers ; 
an ailment apt to be misunderstood, and one which, even 
when pr<^>erly recogntsed, baa hitherto not nsnally been 
found amenable to treatment. 

Oate jHrri.— On (he 6tb of April, 1838, I saw in consul- 
tation with a gentleman of considerable surgical experience, 
a yonng lady. Hiss 0., about twenty years of age, who for 
tbe previous two or three years had been troubled with a 
papillary ulcer in front of ner neck immediately over the 
thyroid cartilage, and fi«m the centre of which there bad 
been a continual weeping of a glutinous transparent color- 
less fluid, like inspissated synovia. Several attempts had 
been made by the gentl^nsn in attendance, and by others, 
to close this nicer, but without e&bot. Uiraer means prov- 
ing of no arai), the ulcerated integument had been excised, 
under tbe hope that a newly exposed surface in tbe healthy 
skin might take on the process of dcatmation. Bnt after 
the wound had contracted to a small point, the elntinoos 
discfaai^, which had not been atrevtet^ continnea to keep 
the parts from clodng. Again a second and more severe 
operatjon had been ondert^cen, in which the integuments 
fbr a wide space around the nicer were excised, and the 
edges of the wound were drawn together by antoie, so as 
to favor union by the adhesive proeees. The only effect of 
this measure was to leave an nnsigfatly transverse oieatris, 
which greatly disfigured the exposed surface. When I 
firf(t saw the patient, the ulcerated opening in tbeoentreof 
this cicatrix was hardly large enough to adout the point 
of a delicate probe. But after penetmtiBg through the 
oriflce, the Instsnment dipped readily onwards Sx Uraut an 
inch under the fntegumen[& in the median hne, imwds in 
front of the thyro-hyoid ligament, to the border of the 
oa hyoides, where it rested. On withdrawing tbe probe aad 
grasping the parts along which it bad passed, I oould fM 
beneath the skin a delicate eord-lika traok of induration, 
such as might resdt fiom the indurated parietee trf' ■ ner- 

After some d^beration, seeing that tbe tme cbanoter 
of the ease had not hitherto been api»eoisted, and bearing 
in remembrance that I had often cnied obstinate Sstnke in 
other parts of the body by injecting them with oorroaive 
sublimate, I advised the gentleman in attendance, first, to 
inject tbe fistulous track with pure water, ao as t« cleanse 
it, and then to throw in, through a delioate cennla intro- 
duced to the bottom of the BsOulK, as mncfa ae the parta 
would oontajn of the following solution : 



S MatlMli HvdnnTil 

UnrlitU AizudodGk oa gn. t. 

AquBione si K 

It is suffldent to add that a ^ngle application of this 
aolutkm arrested the glutinous discharge, and led in a few 
days to tbe permanent cure of the fistula. I last heard 
from this young lady on tbe Istof July. 1839. There hod 
been no return of the disease, her h^th was good, and 
she was then preparing for her approaching marriage. 

Out See(»>d.—Oa the 17tb of May, 1859, Mary Eelly, 
ag^ 17, entered the N. Y. Hospital, with a minute uk»r 
in &ant of her neck, over the thyroid cartUaga, giving 
issue to a glutinous discharge corresponding in all respects 
with that observed in the previous case, and surrounded by 
» rugged and irregular cicatrix about an inch wide, the 
result of escharotic appUc»tions that bad, among otbei 
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means of treatment, been emplojed to no purpose. The 
discharge in tUa vaa nrara puunous tiaa id Ibe former 
case, and when not frequent^' washed off, would form a 
thick cruflt over the ulcerated surface. The fistulous track 
would not admit an ordiuacj probe. I was obliged to 
emploj a delicate f^ld probe intended for the pancta&chir- 
malia, ia order to enter it But the instrument, as in the 
other case, after passing the orifioe, readilj reached the 
anterior border of the ob hjodes, passing in as before, 
tiirougfa a track in the median line, somewhat orer an inch 
in fengtli, and the parte here, wh«i grasped^ giving the 
same leeling of eord'like induration. 

After dihtting the fistula bj the nee of probes of Tarioua 
nsee, the same coarse o( treatment was emploj^ed as in the 
Other case. The house-surgeon, howeTcr, mistaking my 
directions, at firet employed a solntion of only two gruus 
of conosLTa suUimate to the ounce of water. Wi£ this 
be injected the fialida ssTeral limea with no apparent 
benefit But on increaaing the strength of the solution to 
fbor graioi^ a aiiwle ii^eotion arrested theooiing, and in 
Ilia oouiw of a few dajs e&eet«d a pennaneut cure of the 
fistula. 

While noording these &cts, I have some obscure reool- 
laotion of an earlier eaee of the same ailment, the particu' 
lara fd wlttdi I cannot now recall. I have since heard of a 
recMit inslaace of tbe same sort^ in which the gentleman in 
charge had been baffled in hia efforts to effect a oure. And 
on mentlonii^ these drcumstancee to mj friend, Dr. A. H. 
Stereos, he remarked:, that they reminded him of similar 
eaaea whioh, eaaay yearn ago, had given him much em- 
bairanment 

The rationale of these cases would seem to be, that the 
first point of diseased Motion is in some minute bursa, or 

Sst, near the anterior border of the oe hyoides, and that 
B Gstula is first established, and afterwards kept patulous, 
by the glutinous discharee secreted there. 

I have not attempteo a minote inquiry into the history 
of this ailment, as given by the sargic^ writers of Eoetand 
or onr own ooumtry ; but in the few of their works to 
which I hare refeirad, I have found little or nothing saUv 
faetory. Bo ftr-as I am aware at preaent, we owe the first 
allutaoa to this disease to Boyer, who appears to have met 
with two oases of it, which be treated unsucoessfolly by the 
knUe and escharotka. He epeaka of it as an encysted 
tnmor forming between the os byoides and the thyrcad 
cartilage, oontatniag a viscid y^lowiih Suid, and subsisting 
a long time withont acquiring any considerable siie, or 
causing any embarrassment, but disfipuring the neck, e^ie- 
ei^y of fenudes. [Jfulsdus ChirvrgKoltt, tome vii., p.39; 
Para, 1834.] in the EUment <U PaihologU Chirurgitalt, 
ptepand nnoer the snpervisian of M. N^laton, voL 3me, 
p. 3B8, I Sod an allusioa to the same ailm^it, apparently 
derived from Bayer, bat with aome additional details de- 
rived from the reacarcbee of Bteiard and M. !Malg^gne, 
eepedfdly in reference to the normal existence of two bursn 
in the loodity occupied by this fistula ; tbe one, over tbe 
projection of the thyroid cartilage ; the other, Bomewhat 
above this, in the thyro-hyoidean space. The writer in 
question is disposed to believe that the soorcfl of the glutin- 
ous discharge is some mucous folliele near the base of the 
tongue, founding this opinion on what he assumes to be 
the fact, that the discharge is rather of a mucous than of a 
serous character. Tbe truth, however, is, that the discharge 
is such as we often meet with in openings eommunicating 
with the joints, and such as I have often seen issuing from 
diseased burste. He speaks of treating the disease by 
iodine injections. 

Dr. Qroaa, in his recent systematic work, while treating 
of injuries and diseases of the neck, alludes to what he 
calls the " Si/novial Bvrtt," in the following words : " An 
encysted tumor sometimes forms in the upper and fore part 
of Uie neck, taking its rise in the synovial sack situated 
between tbe hyoid bone and the notch of the thyroid carti- 
lage. This sac, which, in its natural state is hardly a few 
'■""" H diameter, may, in consequence of inftammstion, 






acqnire the volume of an egg, if not of a small orange. It 
is of oblong shape, elastic, slightly translucent, and filled 
with a thin, serous, oily, or viscid fluid. The superincum- 
bent ^in is healthy, and the swelling is entirely free from 
pain. The treatment ia by seton, injection, or incision, as 
in encysted tnmois in other parts of the body." [Syttem of 
Sargery, voL ii. p. 545.] 

Tumors such as are here described, I have myself ocea- 
monally met with. I have not considered them pathologi- 
cally identical with the disease giving rise to the fistulons 
ulcer. But whether both may or may not be looked upon 
as different phases of the some malady, I will not at present 
undertake to determine. 

Hi* tdu, Jto]/ sso, isai. 



ANAESTHESIA AND ANAESTHETICS. 
Br EDWARD R. SQUIBB, M.D., 



Tni condition of insennbility to pun belongs exchisively 
to the brain proper, or to that put of the nervous system 
which provides for sensation and voluntary motion; and 
is effected, when not the result of mechanical injury, 
invariably through the agency of the circulation. Itthere- 
fbre follows upon this, and upon the circumstance that the 
nervous centres of or^nic life exercise no primary func- 
tion of ordinary sensetion or voluntary motion, that the 
spedal af^nts resorted to for atuesihetic purposes should 
not only be directed especiallv to the sensoHum, but should 
be diverted as fitr as practicable from the remaining portions 
of tlie nervous system, in effect,' But, the circulation carriea 
the anststhetic agent everywhere, and with the elements 
of vitality and molecular reproduction must convey and 
distribute this powerful agency also ; and hence the special 
agent for effecting auEesthesia should not only act directlv. 

Eromptiy, and transiently upon the eensorium, but rfmula 
B, as lar as possible at least, innoiious elsewhere. In 
short, it riiould suspend the fijnctions of the sensorintn 
without liabitity to interference with any other organ or 
function. 

Such an atuesihetic efi^t is produced perhaps in the 
greatest degree of perf^tion by a certain amount of con- 
cussion of the brain, which sometimes results from aod- 
dental violence ■ and the effect is most perfect here, because 
it is prodnced directly upon the bravn without any contami- 
nation of the circulation with foreign infiuences ; and the 
circulation thus left free fbr the performance of its normal 
functions not only preserves the organic life intact during 
Ibe temporary abstraction Of the presiding sensorial func- 
tions, but through its reparative agency qoickly remedies 
the Miock, and restores the brain to its normal condition. 

Tbe next most perfect witeslhetic effect is that to which 
a small proportion of persons are snsceptjble, wherein tbe 
sensibility to ordinary impressions of pain or injury is sus- 
pended or overpowered through concentric nervous efffect 
Whenever the balance of nervous power is so disturbed as 
to reverse the current of the nervous batteries (so to speak), 
as in the so-called mesmetic condition of certain persons of 
feeble nervous lone or encrgr ; and ia the hieh dem-ee of 
nervous excitement to which odiers are liable tnrough 
agencies that act altogetlier from without, the lesthetie 
functions of die sensonum arc altogether suspended, as in 
catalepsy, or are so impaired that serious injuries are un- 
consciously received. 

The effect however, in botii these classes of cases can 
oerer be otiliiad if from no other oauae than because it is 
independent of the dtoulatioo, and all oiber practical 
means of production, maintenance, and oontzoL Tbe dr- 
culation therefore becomes indispenaaUe as the means o£ 
introducing the aniestbetic agent, and of controlling its 
effect; and the collateral circumstance that the circulation 
must inevitably carry the agent t 
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desind, 4od where it m»j become noxious, must be taken 
M a drawback, aod a moat impoTlant iodicatioD in both 
the aalection and maoagement of tba annathetic to be 
U«ed. 

From these droumstanoea, and inductioQS taken as points 
of departure, it is not difficult to deduce the indications in 
the uae of asieBthetics as being, first, to suspend sensation 
and Tokintar; motion ; and, secondly, to do this witb the 
least possible inlerferenca witii the functions of organic 
life. These points admitted, and kept prominently in view, 
"will, with a UttJe reasoning, render the maaagemept of 
•meelhetic agents ver; ainq>re, and will make the accidents 
and m iwniwiagemente more intelligible and more easily 
AToided. 

These accidents are, first in imporlAnoe as well as in fre- 

3uency perhaps soma form, or degree of asphyxia. All 
le THpois used for uuesthetic purposes are irrespirable. 
That is, they do not contain oxygen in a condition in whiidi 
it is available in the lungs for renewal of the blood. Just 
in proportion, therefore, as dte vapor is introduced ia the 
normal quuitity of air dlmini^ed, snd the proper oxidation 
of the blood prevented ; and the ratio of this proportion ia 
as inevitable is the effect upon the powers of life as it 
would be if carbonio add or water, or any other irrespira- 
ble medium wa* substituted even up to that proportion 
which produces spasmodic dosure of the glottis, tt has 
been not unfreqnentJy noticed, in what the writer believes 
to be the mismanagement of both the common uinsthetks, 
that the administration has commenced with a proportion 
of the vapor so largo as to produce this spasmodic doaure 
of the ^ttis. Under socii circumstAnoes, if it was jKissi- 
ble to keep up such a proportiou throughout the struggling 
of the patient, the spasmodic closure would doubtless be as 
persistent aa it ia in drowning. But when from withdraw- 
iDg tite sponge a little, or from the displacement of it in 
etruggliDg, the propc»'tion of air is increased, the glottis ie 
relaxed agun, and the imperfect respiration goes on quifikly 
to a point when, from the undue, sudden, and depremog 
effect of the antesthe^c on the nervous centres, the glottis 
DO longer re^wnda to the action of the irritant, and the 
vapor passes fredy into the lungs, no matter how strong 
or how small the proportion of air mixed with it. Thie 
pulse and respiration then give the indicationa to suspend 
•od reapi^y the aueeeihelic, and it beoomee a matter of 
time, enduraoce, and of managemait as to how far the 
powers of hfe are taxed. 

It is, therefore, not a qneetion as bo whether aeration ol 
the Uood is to be inleiiM«d with at all, «' not, since some 
portion of anteathetic vapor is indispensable, and sinee 



the blood may be judidoncly and safely interfered with;— 
w in other words, what degree of asphyxia ia juadfi^le 
Vid iHOper in the management of ana^thetice; and the 
natural ooucluaioa is as practical as it is logical, namely, that 
the least poeeible degree is safest and best, and that the 
intarfereoce should not be hurriedly induced, nor m»ia- 
tained a moment longer than ia absolutely neoeesary. 

If Buq»eaded animation from the circulatjoa of venooe 
blood in the brain tm to be pMorted to for anteatheeia, it 
would be neoesear^ to immerse the patient at intervals in 
mter, carbonic acid, or other irre^irable medium, in order 
to muDtain the ocmdition ; and the risk of fatal asi^iyxia 
would be here much more apparent, thou^ really not 
very nudi more immitient th«n in the nearly paralld OMe 
wherein the irre^irable vapor of ether la aufaetitulwi 
tiiroughout a clinical lecture, with the antagonistic stimulant 
effe<A of the operation postponed till near the end of a 
long period of msenaibility. The poeitioii that the inaaau- 
bility in ordmari/ anesthesia is aue to the circulation of 
uoreoewed blood in tiie brain is, however, only true in part 
at the ntmoet, and this introduces another of the aeddenta 
that may ocour in the managentcnt of anaesthetics. 

If it were possible to separate the true desirable anas- 
Ihetio effect from every vestige of asphyxia on the one 



hand, and from all direct interference with the functions of 
organki life on the other, it would |Ki>bafaly be found to 
consist in a simple specific paralysis of the nervoua ganglia of 
sensation ; and the desiralile degree of such effect would 
be that which did not at all overreach the object. By 
overreadiing the object however, whether it be by a too 
profuse, or a too prolonged' uae of the agent, the result 
must be injurious, ^nce suspended function is bat one step 
in the cs^natitm which leads to diaorgaoi ration and death. 
— and that step onoe passed the others may be accomplishea 
insidioualy. Such an hypothetical position is, however, 
only asAmed to show that there must be a condiLon <^ 
hypenuMWtheda, or ezoeasive atuesthetic eSect, — ihat 
euofa a condition is hurtful and unsafe, and that it should 
be avoided by skill in management, no matter bow sale the 
agent used may be oonsidered. 

That Buch conditions do not occur without warning 
through the faiUog funetions of organic life, is the fortunate 
result of the harmony end dependent action of the nervous 
centres, and these functiona of organic life are commonly 
and very properly watched, as Iht means of contrd in the 
administration of antesthetica. But ^>art from the fact 
that a most hurtful and dangerous degree of a^hyzia may 
be induced suddenly, and while both pulae and respiration 
are ^asmodically kept np by the stimulus of the first 
efiect of the agent usod, there are grave aocidenta which 
occur to the centres erf' oivanio life, both by reflex action 
fi^m the biain proper, and by the presence in the circu- 
lation of such powerful depresang agents. Blood over- 
charged with anesthetic vapors, and particularly when 
imperfectly aeratsd and slowly drcuhtea, must necessarily 
fitil of its doe impresdoa upon the cardiac and respiratory 
(^nglia, and paralysis of the heart, or muscles of rennrs- 
tion are, therefore, the common latal accidenta of aoKstbetic 
practice. 

AH these circumstances lead directly ta the condusioDS, 
first, that annsthetice should be given slowly and carefullv, 
with free, unlimited admixture oT air, so that there should 
never be any choking or q>Bsmodic action of the glottis. 
Secondly, that they ihould only be given at the time when 
the effect is needed, and be abandoned the moment the 
necessity is past Thirdly, that not only ahould the pulse 
and respiration be watched carefully during the whole 
period of insenaibility, and be kept as near the normal 
standard as possible, but the sli^test amount of blueoeas 
or lividity should be regarded as an indication of asphyxia, 
and be protnplly re^>onded to by a more free sdmission 

In the choice between the two aoBslhetics in common 
use one or two points are deserving of atlentioD. 

Chloroform is much less liable to produce cyanosis or 
asphyxia, beoeuse it is effective in much smaller quantity 
than ether, and does not therefore diaplaoe so much air in 
the respiratory prooea&i The writer has never noticed any 
degree of blueness from the use of chloroform, but has 
often seen it in the use of ether. On the other hand, 
tmlesa ahloioform be pren with far more care than is 
necessary with ether, it is, from its greater efficiency, much 
more liable to produce hyperantestoesia, and to paralyse 
the heart and respiratory musdes. Hence chloroform, 
undw ordinary circumetAncea, must be oonddered more 
dangerous to life, because its greater effidency and aetivity, 
whiis they render it less liable to produce a^hyxia, render 
it more liable to produce the other aoddenls of amesthetio 

Eractioe. The balanoe against it is, however, more ^>plica- 
le to its oommoa and indiscriminate use, than when 
^Bliad with the care and precaution indicated in the fore- 
going remarks; sad there is probably quite a large claae of 
oases in which it oannot judidously be replaced by any 
other agent, as, tor iostanoe, in parturition; m uremic con- 
vulsions of gestAtion and partundon ; and, in short, when* 
ever an intermittent sjid prompt effect are desirable, and. 
the due precautions can be rigidly observed. In carefiil 
practice, with ordinary good judgment and observation, it 
has in the writer's opinion, the advantage ovor e" — '- 
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ererf poiat except the single important one that, in nre 
inatMices, it is liable to prodoce sudden fatal paraijtds of 
tiie bean. 

Ether has been regarded ae to salb an siuesthetk^ tliat it 
is scarcelj admitted aa easoeptible of doing harm ; and the 
impression is verj common tbat it can nerer endanger life. 
That dther of these propositions can be accepted admits of 
great doubt. 

In the anthjrsia fVom drownhig, if the Iromeraion be of 
short duration, and if the muscular sjstem has not lost ita 
vital tonicity, it is nsnally onlv necessarj to iv^establish 
the respiration and circulation for a short time, bj arti&dal 
means, to restore life. If that drowning be prolonged, 
however, by repeated short immersions, so that the same 
inefficient condition of the circulating blood be bronght 
about during a half or three quarters of an hour of struggling, 
and with depressing influences from other sources, as of 
prerions disease or injury, so that the powers of endurance 
are worn out, and passive esudations are permitted to 
accumulate and obstruct the pulmonary air celts, the 
result would prolMblr be very different. A condition of 
vital depression would be established which might very 
slowly ^ either way in the balance between life and death, 
but which would probably, in case of other coinciding inttn- 
ences, as after a serious surgied operation, ultimately ter- 
miaat« btall^. The partial asphyxia produced by a pro- 
longed etheniation is a nearly parallel case under ordinary 
circumstances; and here, as in other instances, pernicious 
influences may be masked by the complication and remote- 
ness of the resuha. 

So strongly has the writer's attention been drawn to 
these circumstances, by seeing and hearing of the profuse 
and wasteful use of ether, that it is a prominent object of 
this article to invite the profession to a closer scrutiny and 
observation of the effects: and if two or three fluid ounces 
of ether be found to produce a safer and better effect than 
double that quantity, an important point will hare been 
attained. 

The method of administering ether adopted by some 
close obserrera is one which appears well adapted to ensure 
a due admixture of sir. A folded napkin is rolled into the 
form of a cyKnder, or truncated cone, and secured at the 
overlapping edges by two pins. The larger end is made 
wide enough to cover the nose and mouth, the nose fitting 
Into a notch, where the two edges of the napkin at the 
widest end fwl to overlap. The opening at the small end 
should be at least one and a half inches in diameter, and 
the larger the better. If anything be needed to give stiff- 
ness and form to tfab cone, a piece of pasteboard laid 
between flie folds of the napkin before it is rolled up, will 
accomplish this purpose. This cone is held in the hand of 
the person who gives the ether, and as a matter of economy 
It may b<;" removed from the face during each expiration. 
About two fluiddracbms of ether is poured upon the inside 
of the napkin at a time, and renewed as often aa may be 
requisite. 

In the administration of ether for annsthetic purposes, 
at least three well-marked stages are commonly observable, 
and tiie duration of each varies very much with the tem- 
perament of the individual, the condition of the stomach, 
and the auality of the ether used. One of these ntages, 
namely, tnat of excitement and delirium, and the only 
troublesome one, has been hitherto supposed to be shorter 
in proportion as the ether contained leas alcohol ; but some 
very recent observations made by the intelligent Honse- 
Surgeon of the New York Hospitri, Dr. Weir — thongh as 
yet very limited in number — would appear to indicate that 
the fioint of maximum, or best effect in this respect, may 
be overreached, or that a determinate small proportion of 
alcohol in the ether may be useful At least, Dr, Weir haa 
been very naturally led to this inference by tbe effect of 
giving a small amount of brandy before the aocesthctic ; 
and subsequently by the use of alcoholie ether. He, how- 
ever, states distinctly, that as yet his observations are not 
Euffidently numerous to be relied upon. An occasional 



accident in the prolonged nse of ether, fiir Ae mention of 
which the writer is also indebted to Dr. Weir, is the occa- 
sional oocurrenoe of a smart, ephemeral, Irritative fever, 
which followB within twenty-four hours. In view of the 
circumstance that the local effect of ether is hritsnt to the 
extentof producing vesication when confined upon debcate 
eurfhces, it may be easily understood that its application 
ov«r the large and delicate muoons lining of the broncfairi 
ramifications, throughout an Unusually tedions and difBcuH 
operation, mi^t produce a transient inflammatory effect. 
In conchinon, the writer is aware that the character and 
drift of these remarlcs are directly at variance with tht 
teachings of some very high authorities who regard the 
antesthetjc condition as one at dead-drunkenness, and who 
advise the rapid and copious administration <^the ether, in 
order to reach this condition in the shortest possible time. 

It appears to the writer singular, that those who are in 
the doily habit of making the most delicate distinctions 
in diagnosis, should Hil to discriminate between the effects 
of poisonous doees of alcohol and the desirable condition 
in ordinary anaesthesia, since they certainly do not much 
more nearly resemble each other than the ooma ot otz- 
cotism resembles natural steep. ' 

BuMiLTF, Voy tun, ISM. 



A CASE OF STONE IN THE BLADDER— HIGH 
OPERATION— UNSUCCESSFUL RESULT. 
BY JAMES R. WOOD, M.D., 
■■iMaoa n lautvua hovitu. 
Tm high or supra-pubjc operation for calculus of tha 
bladder is not often practised at the present time, and it la 
rare that any surgeon selects it in preference to the lateral 
method. In certain casee, however, it is still preferred by 
many surgeons as in lithotomy in the female, and in chil- 
dren, while in some caaes, as where the stone is very largs, 
the prostate greatly enlarged, or other peculiarity renders 
tiie lateral operation difflcult or imposBible, the supnt-pubic 
method must necessarily be adopted. 

In the following case the high operation was decided 
upon after consultation witii my colleagues on account of 
the existence of a greatly enlarged prostate, and the reraaina 
of an old stricture. The notes have been kindly cc^ied from 
the Hospital Records, by Dr. Bngene Pengneb, house sur- 
geon: 

Ward 17, Uale Bed 11.— David Oibaon, »t 68 r Ireland ; 
weaver ; married ; temperate in hie habits ; bad constitu- 
tion. Admitted Feb. 20th, 1860. (Service of Dr. Jas. R. 
Wood.) — About four years sinoe patient was treated, in pri- 
vate piiotioe, for chronic cystitis and strioturo of urethra. At 
that time there were two atrititnrea distinctly perceived, one 
in Ihe membranous portion, and the other in the prostatic 
portion of the urethra, directly behind the triangular h»- 
ment. There was also a false passage situated anterior to die 
first stricture. The prostate was very much enlarved, mea- 
suring about two inches laterally ; a No. 5 sound being at 
that time passed with great difBculty. The urine, which was 
examined from time to time, contained abunduMe of triple 
[AoBphate, pus, and viscid mucus, together with album«i 
dependent on the blood. The patient occaaion^ly passed 
small crystals of triple phosphate, which caused him a great 
deal i^ pain, particularly when passing the seats of the 
strictnres. Patient had never contracted gonorrhoBa, but 
in his early youth had been aocoatomed to nde a great deal 
upon horseback. At the date of admission his general 
health was poor. The strictures had been somewhat reliowid, 
and a No. 10 sound could be passed with difficulty, thouffh 
the patient had still considerable difflcnlty in urinating, Vte 
use of the catheter being fireqnently necessary. On further 
examination, a calculus was discovered in the bladder. The 
prostate measuredaboutthreeinchestalerrilr. The pataent 
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oomplBined of considerable pun in the small of hia back. 
On ansljsis and microscopical examination of the nrine, it 
fraa fonnd to contain pro, niucuB, and triple pba^h»t«, to- 
gether wHh albumen and blood. 

April Tth, 2 P.M. — Patient wts put under the influence 
of an aDKSthetic with difBculty, bj Dr. J. J. Crane, there 
being a remarkable muscular nudity, and the bladder baring 
been injected with j jot. of tepid water, Dr. Jaa R. Wood, 
wniatedbyDrB. Parker, Buck, and C. T. H. Meter, proceeded 
to perform the high opeiation for Btone. Thei)octor first 
made an inoisioD three inches in lenj^th just above the 
pubM, in the median line, succesKvely dividing the abdomi- 
nal layers, down to the bladder, and going through the 
linea alba. The Qr^an being very readily exposed, it was 
aeiaed with a donUe hook and drawn downwards by 
Dr. Meier, the lips of the wound being separated and the 
peritoneum held baok by Dr. Parker. Dr. Wood then cut 
into the bladder and introduced his finger in order tosscer- 
taia Ibe position of the stone, and then extracl«d it from 
the bas-fond of the bladder with a small pair of calculus 
forceps. The stone was about the uze of a pigeon's egg. 
At this Stage of the operation a portion of small intesDne 
protruded. They were returned without difficulty. The 
matured peritoneum, toge&er with the transveiBalts bscia, 
which was loaded with fat, was secured by two silTar 
•otnres, and the wound ia the bladder by two more. The 
ext«raal wound was dosed and the edges held in ap^Kwitioo 
by two more silver wires, a compress of lint laid over the 
wound, and a fleiible catheter was then introduced into 
the bladder aud hdd in its poutitw by tapes. Two gruna 
of opium were then administered and ordered to be re- 
peated every hour with brandy Jss. 

4.30 P.M.— Pulse 104. Complains of cold and a good 
deal of pain and tenderness over the abdomen. Ordered 
bottles of hot water to be i4)plied to thighs and sides of 
the patient 

B P.M.— Pulse 104. Patient feels rather more ixMnfortable. 

7 P.N. — Ordered carb. ammonise, gr.v., and tr. oafwici, 
gtt, XV. every half hour. 

8.30 P.M.— Pulse 122, and tallying; akin warm; reqiira- 
tiona 24 ; pupil moderately contracted ; tongue moist ; 
diirat; oonsidersble pain; urine passing freely Uiiougb the 
catheter. 

II P.M. — ^Pulse 120; re^rations 24; sUn warm and 
moist: tongue coated white; pupil contracted somewhat; 
• good deal of pun and tenderness ; thirst. 

A[Hil 8th, 4 30 A.H. — Pulae 100; respirations 24; tym- 
panitis well marked ; slight pain. 

9.30 A.N.— Pnlse 133; respirations 36; pupil not ao 
mudi contraoted; considerable tympanitis. Ordered opium 
gr. j). eveiy half hour. (The opium taken by the patient up 
to this time was made into 1 gr. pills instead of 2 gn., owing 
to a mistake of tiie apothecary, which ia now rectified.) 

1 PH. — Pulse 120; respirations 24; patient is somewhat 
narcotJEed ; extremitiea oold. 

4.30 P.M. — Pulse 100, sod we^ ; reepirations 32 ; patient 
is r^idly sinking. 

9 P.N. — Patient is unable to swallow his mecUcines ; ex- 



April 9th, 3.30 A.N.— Died. 

Aideptt/ tUota lunm after daith. — Kigor mortis well 
marked; eonsiderable tympanitis On opening the abdo- 
men slight evidences of peritonitis were found, and some 
<Ad adhesions betweui the small intestine and coscum. A 
rupture of the peritoneum waa found at its refleiion from 
off the bladder. Two silver suluras had been passed 
through the peritoneum, which was found to be united. 
Another and transverse wound of the peritoneum was 
found at the point where it is reflected on to the abdominal 
wan, the small intestines having protruded through the 
larger opening ; the bladder was found firmly contracted ; 
there was no extravasation of urine. The ooata of the 
bladder were very mu^ thickened uid softened. The kid- 
neys were very much diseased ; the right one containing 
some cysts. Upon opening the left kidney, which weighed 
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about fourteen ounces, a large ataoesa was found in its lower 
portion communicating with the pelvis, and containing an 
ounce of pua. Within the cavity of the abecen was found 
a large ctacnlus of triple pho^hate. Several small calculi 
were also fbund in other portions of the same kidney. The 
liver waa healthy. A few^>beolete tubercles were found 
at the ^>ex of Uie left lung. The right lung and heart 
healthy. The prostate measured about three and a half 
inchev, the middle lobe being much enlarged, about the size 
of the first joint of the thumb, and uloeratod ; two false 
passages in the membranous and prostatic portion on either 
side of the stricture. 

The high operation has at difibreot periods had ita 
specdal advocates, and has by them been performed exclu- 
sively in a sufficient number of cases to give some valuable 
statistics. We can refer to ^le foUovring: Uaund lost five 
in forty operations ; C6me, nineteen in one hundred ; Che- 
aeldeu, one in seven ; SouberbiDe, eleven in thirty-nise:, 
Mr. Humphrey in astatistical article (Thm*. ProwKtaiiftd. 
and Surg. Anoc., vol. 17,) has collected one hundred and 
four cases, of which thirty-one were fatal, or less than one 
in three. The following table of tha comparative results 
o( the different methods of lithotomy from Dr. Qross'i 
recent excellent work on surgery is very instructive : 



Mathoda CWm. Omnt. 

Lateral operation, 6418 4824 

Bilateral method, 207 175 

Recto-vesical section, 63 67 

Supra-pubic operation, 180 141 



The Hupra-pubio operatitMi 
this citv at least ten times, 
favorable even than are ^ven in the above tahle. By the 
courtesy of the several gentkmen who have performed this 
operation, I am permitted to append to my own caae brief 
notices of their casee. 

Opbutionb vt Dr. Pakok. — Oata 1.— Mrs. L. let 68, 

married. The stone was large ; i^wration commenced hy 
injecting the bladder with warm water ; indnon above the 
pubes, two and a half inches along the linea alba, cutting 
down to the bladder; opened the bladder with a pcunt^ 
bistoury, which waa followed hy snch a regur^'tatioa of 
fluid through the artificial passage, that the assistant was 
directed to remove his finger from the urethra, «id allow 
the contents of the bladder to escape; introdueed the 
braepierrt of Baron Heurteloupe through the urethra; 
raised the fiindua towu^ the external opening, lalil I was 
able to reach it with the tenaculum; incision not being 
BufScientiy free, was enlarged ; the finger being introduced, 
the forceps were readily carried into the bladder, and the 
stone removed with great ease; qwration terminated by 
closing the upper portion of woimd, and leaving lower part 
open to admit the free escape of urine, or poa, and thus 
prevent infiltration; patient recovered very rapidly; stone 
nearly two inches m length, and one and a half in 
breadth. 

Ch*» 2.^Miss H »L 63, had * 1m^ urinary ealcnbts; 
made trial of lithotnpey; succeeded in breaking off about 
one drachm ; bladder became inflamed, Hid in U>oat three 
weeks proceeded to remove the stone by the hi|h operation ; 

Satient was put under chloroform; bladder tpjected with 
axseed-tea; made an incision sdong the linea alba, and 
reached the bladder readily ; hooked strcogty tikrmigfa it by 
large tenacula, then punctured the bladder with a pointed bis- 
toury, and made an incision about and a half inch in lenglh ; 
eadly removed the stone with nasal polypus forceps; 
upper part of wound was clomd with a suture, the lower 
being lefl open for th» esc^ of any discbarge ; result very 



being left opt 
satisactory. 



Que 3. — Mrs. E., nt 47, had suffisred from stone in 
bladder, until she oould hardly move about: operated ai 
cording to the plan laid down in the preceding ~~ 

nolvriUistanding the amount of diseaae^ih^ 6 
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tieat imprOTvd gi«*f 7. an^ <!>■«• montlu afUr wu oom- 
fort^ik, but hM a BJigbt opeoiDg aboT« dia pubea, bom 
wfaioh pns, M times, eecmptA. 

Ctaa 4. — A. W., Kt 63, SiDg-Smg, lympMms Btoae in 
the bladder. PatieDt, m lawyer, with grot nervous deve- 
lopment; his Bystem had been greallT orerworked in th« 
practice id bia pnrfeaaion ', had diffioultj about the urinair 
wgane fw some five yean; urine contaiutng pus, blood, 
and trij^ pboflpbate; as exunioatioD with a aaood 
reveaJed the preseoce of a stone in the bladder; calculna 
^pe«red to be encysted - it wb« removed bj the high 

y ration, Dec; IT, 1S67. Patient raUied &om the effects 
the opention, but ia 36 bn. began to vomit, sank 
gradoaQy, and died Dec 21 (four days >Aer the opera- 
tion), &om violent^ and long oontjnued emeiis, caused by 
ioflammatkti and Hoflening of the etomaoh, as. the autopsy 
showed. Tbe external woond had healed, no urioe came 
through it, but all flowed by drops &om a catljeter placed 
in the bladder afler the operation. 

Orsn^noM vr £. NoaoanAia, U. D.— Cok— a B., a 
bealthy cfailid uolil tbe age of three, when his parents no- 
ticed a ehau^ in hia generally llveljr disposition ; com- 
plained of Eitigve in the Urnba ; wet hia bed at night, and 
even bis clothes during tbe day ; several physicians pro- 
■oanoed the disease catarrh in the bladder. When called 
to the case, child was ei^t years old, and pitiful to behold ; 
lus body reduced to 'skin and bone, with an expression in 
his fiwe of long continued and intense suffering. He was 
oonelantly wetting his clothes with urine, and snppoiting 
his perineum and scrotum with his rig^t hand. Inis last 
pfaenomenon determined me to make an instrumental eza- 
minatioD of the bladder, altJiough the skilfUl physicians 
who had, in their examination, found no stone, slmob . satis- 
fled me thu there was really no oalculus present; after re- 
peated trialn, a stone was detected ; the high operation was 
performed in the usual manner, and a very large calculus 
removed with greatdifQculty; the boy recovered after suffer- 
ing firein preetatio calcuU. 

Orauneiw bt Dr. KxAOKowrrcra. — Cat 1.— John Nel- 
', 1867. While a baby 
) then, has been i^n 
lick with diairhcea and bronchitis. About the middle trf' 
febniary, 186S, had symptoms of stmie in the bladder ; in 
Ifay, maasee, 'ike mortar in consistence and color, paased 
from the urethra. At that time the parents broiwht him to 
the Oerraati DispeDBary, of the City of New lock (132 
Canal stieel,) to be tre^ed for catarrhal pneomonia. When 
be got better of tha^ under the care of Dr. M. Het»^, 
be waa tareed over to the sorgeons to be examiqed for 
■tone; Dr. L. A. Toes found the entrance to urethra 
Uodied iu> by a aubetance which, after dilatation of the 
^wmag 01 tLe urethra, had a cylindrical shape, being about 
half an inch long, forming a cast of the urethra, of whitish 
color, resembHwg mcniar. An examination made Uay 16, 
witii the eoond, revealed, without difficulty, a Bt«ne in the 
bladder. All symptoms of pneumonia having sut»ided, 
the operation was perfcrmed May 22, 1860. Tbe eeasation 
imparted to the touch by matly squeeeitig the stone, oould 
be compared to nothing better uan that ot a hard-boiled 
^K. The pMianlwant on tiie first threedayssads&ctorily, 
butpnenmonia wt in of which ha died. 

OoM 2. — R C, 18 months old ; has suffered from symp- 
toms of aUne in the bladder trom birth ; operation Nov. 
19, 1866 ; closed wound of the bladder with the silver wire 
sutwee; great proetimtieii and vomiting from chloroform ; 
rallied after few bonrs, but grew weaker in the ni^t, and 
died ten bonrs after operation. 

0am 3. — D. £. Symptoms of stone three years; ope- 
ration after same method; Dr. Sims applied the i^ver eu- 
tore; did well for aiz hours, then teudemass and swelling of 
the abdomen; vomiting; great restleseness ; n^d, small 
pulae; died twm^-three hours after operation. 



OmtATioii ST Ekmbt Stdabt Hxwit, H.D., ntiaK.T or 

raa U. a A.KiT.—Cate.—E. S., aged 19 ; aU the rational 
signs at stone in the bladder ; after mature deliberation, 
determined to select the high operation; Mdioary abdomi- 
nal section was made ; tbe viscus raised upon the point of 
the retained catheter was secured by a stout suture passed 
through its coats ; the stone was extracted with the utmost 
ease ; the incision in the bladder was immediately cloeed 
b^ four points of interrupted silk suture, inserted with the 
aid of a sbacp artery-needle ; patient made a lajpid recovery. 
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AxpuTATion or Lownt Tsmo or Fosunii, A.euntmuw*. 

[BfportedbrBounF. Wnt, M.D, B«Iduit BnifMS.] 

Tex patient on whom Simpson's method of controUii^ 
hemorrfaage by acapreesure, was first practised in the New 
York Hoqiit^ waa a healthy young man, ased 23 yeart^ 
who bad received a short time prior te bis admission (Uarch 
16lh, I860,) a severe compound fracture of the left meta- 
oarpos with eonsideraUe laceration of the soft parts, which 
bad been produced by his becoming caught m some ma- 
chinery. An attempt was made to save tbe ulnar portion 
of the hand, where was the least amount of injury, but this, 
however, fuled, the fingers qi^taoelating. The wound waa 
then left to digest, and attention was directed towanls im- 
proving hie general condition in reference to a secMidar; 
amputation, which was performed, Aj>ril 26tb, by Dr. Tan 
Buren, at the junction of the lower and middle thirds of tbe 
forearm ; the tissues of which were much thickened and 
cedematoue. The method erf' anterior and posterior flaps of 
inl^iument with circular division of muscles, etc, by suc- 
cessive indsions, was adopted ; the tendons also were orawD 
out of their sheathe to a moderate extent, and cut off to 
prevent interferenoe with primary union, in the manner 
advised by Ur. H. Croakery in Med. Ibna and QatdU, rd. 
i., I860, p. 86. Three common Berlin vire wove pins, 
about twe and a half inches in length, and nmilar tn shawl 
pins, were used ; one each, for the radial, ulnar, and inter- 
osseous arteries, tlte latter being secured by a needle paseed 
directly throng the interoeseous spaoe, but not utpearing 
in the face of the stump, and compressing the vesM against 
the outer border of the radius; tbe other arteries being 
secured- The extremities ot each needle b^g in the 
cutaneoue snrflMM of the palmar flap as the stem of a 
flower is fastened to the l^iel of a coat No ligalnree were 
api^ied, and tbo stump was dosed by seven silver wire 
mtures; some slight ooiing occurred the same evening 
from the outer angle of the wound but ceased spontaneously, 
Forty-clf^t hours after the operation, but moderate swelling 
liaving ensue<l,lhe needles were carefully withitawn, and 
on the eighth day the sutures were also removed ; union by 
first intention having taken place throughout the deeper 
portions of the stump, and but a slight linear uloerahon 
being visible at its periphery. This roeedQy cicatrised, and 
the patient was discharged from the hospital May 19th. 

Inomsn Wotnm op VfaiBT — Radul ahd Ulnab AsrtBoa 



[B*pert>d by T. B. Wua, ILD., AeUng Batldmt B>r(*aa.] 

L 8., ctat, 37, waa admitted April 2d, having received 
among other injurieein a flgbt, an mcised transveiee wound 

of the left wrist, dividing the radial and ulnar arteriea. 
When first seen by the surgeon he was sufferinjE from the 
effects of the hemorrhage, which, according to all accounts, 
waa quite profuse immediately alter the injury was infiicted. 
The wound waa cleared of dots, both vessels were secured 
at their prozirnal and distal extremities, and- the Lpa bBought 
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tog«tber loosely in order to court union by Brcood inteu- 
tioD, and the wliole supported bj & dorsal ^lint on the 
forearm. 

The process of cure waa a very tedioua one, the granula- 
tions foraloDf; time were pale and indolent Tbiscircum- 
Btaoce was no doubt owing to the anetnic condition of the 
patient, but more particuluiy (o the imperfect establishment 
of the coUaleral cuxniktion of the parts. 

PeHBTKATtNa WOUKD OP Che8t. . 



room scuffl^ the instrument used being an oyster knife. 
The woond is three-quartere of an inch in length, and situ- 
ated two inches to lehof median line of sternum. The first 
rib IS entirely divided across three-fourths of an inidi from 
ilB sternal articulation. The lung is evidently penetrated, 
irom the faat that air issues freely from the wound. Slight 
oosiBg of venous blood at time of admission. Patient is 
much prostrated, no pulse at wrist, surface Terj cold, jacti- 
t*tion of limbe, anxioos countenance^ &o. 

TrtatmrTit — The heater was applied, reaction was esta- 
blished, and aflerwards <H)iateB were administered, bnt at the 
end of Ae second day alter, the patient wasseized with the 
symptoms of pleniisy, which terminated in death the fol- 
lowing day. 

Aatopty. — Eighteen hours after death the catheter 
was introduced mto the wound and penetrated to a depth 
of three inches in the substance of tbe Inng. The pleural 
cavity was found to contain three and a half pints of serum 
mixed with blood. Tbe left lung entirely collapsed, and 
wound found two and a half inches below apex. Strong 
adheaons around wound ; other organs healthy. 
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UALPoenroir or Fomrs nmcrro bt ExT«Hi(ALMiinpct*rroB 
vtnuiia Labcw. — Giphalio Ymamax bt thi bami Uiahs, 

The following interesting and highly practical questions 
in obstetrical science, have recently been agitated among 
thO0e devoted to that branch of medicine. 1. Can a mal- 
position of the fcetus in utero be detected by external mani- 
pulation prior to labor 7 and, 2. Can such mal-position be 
rectified prior to labor by external manipulation ? Some of 
the leading professors of obstetrics in this country have 
taken strong grounds in tlie negative, and several not 
only denying the possibility of detecting and corrects 
ing mal-posiUons pnor to labor, but even questioning the 
profee^oal hooosty of the practitioner who should endoa- 
Tor to determine b^ external examinatiou, prior to iabor, 
whether a mal-poaiuon existed. Tbe following case, which 
occurred in BeUevue Hospital, a few days since, under the 
oare of Dr. Barker, is a moat important contribution to this 
subject. We copy the notes of the cose, furnished us by 
Dr. E B. Barrett, HoQse Physician : 

MaryAnn , set. 17, bom in Ireland, was admitted 

to tiie Waiting wards of the BeUevue Hospital March lOtii, 
1860, in her first pregnancy. On examination, the uterine 
tumor was very conical, projecting markedly to tbe right, 
as well as forwards, triangnlar in ^lape, with its transverse- 
diameter greatest. The os uteri was dilated lo the size of 
» quarter of a doIUr, and dilatable. Tbe membranes were 
Tery full, and projected strongly from the os, and so tense 
were they that no part of tbe child could be felt from dan- 
ger of rupturing them. On the following morning, as the 
pwna bad somewhat exhausted the patient from their teas- 
ing character, and as littie or no progress was being made, 
an opiate was administered, irom which the patient was 
enabled to obtain some sleep, awaking much refreshed at 
12 M. (the 4th.) The pains now incre^ed in force and fre- 
quency, but with no result, save the further dilatation of the 



OS, which was now between two and three inches in diame- 
ter. On vaginal examination no part of the child could be 
felt without rupturing the membranes ; by palpation tbe 
previous conjecture, viz. that a transverse presentation 
existed, was rendered nearly certain. 

Dr. Barker came to pay his duly visit at this juncture, 
and concurring in the opinion that ihe child presented 
transversely, decided on immediate interference. Accord- 
ingly the patient was brought under the inftuence of chlo- 
roform. Dr. Barker again examined the tumor more care- 
fully, both by palpation and "per v^nam." Through the 
external walls the head could be fek in the left iliae fossa, 
above the pubis. The pelvic extremity of the fcetus was in 
the right iliac fossa, and the curve of the dorsum could be 
traced strongly prqjecting forwards. By a vaginal exami- 
nation tbe OS was found dilated to the diameter of about 
three inches, soil and dilatable, with a very large and pro- 
jecting bag of waters. Tbe presenting part of the foetus 
could not easily be felt through the bag of waters, and no 
force was used for fear of rupturing the membranes ; but 
the deduction, from the external and vaginal examination, 
was, that the right shoulder was the presenting part at the 
superior strait. Dr. Barker therefore decided to attempt 
cephalic version, in preference to the ordinary method, and 
be at once proceeded to operate, in the presence of several 
members of the medical stsffof the hospital The patient 
being brought to the edge of the bed, in the approved poei- 
tioo. be first manipulatea by attempting to elevate the pel- 
vis of the foetus with his leit hand, and to depress the head 
with the right, acting only when it was Hound that the 
uterus was ntA contracting. Finding that he had essen- 
tially changed lbs position of the foetus, the right hand 
of an assistant was placed to make strong preasiu« over 
the letl iliac foBSa; he (Dr. £.} still elevating the pelvis 
of the foetus with his lefl, introduced into the vagina two 
fingers of the ri^ht, and during tbe time of uterine contrail 
tion ruptured the membranes, when the waters esosped 
with great force and abundance. The head could now be 
felt in the superior strait in the i^t ooc^nlo iliac position. 
The administration of chloroform was now disoontiuued, in 
the hope that the uterus would complete the dehvery unas- 
sisted. Slight pains, with little progress, followed for fif- 
teen minutes, and as the foetal heart was beating somewhat 
feebly, it was deemed necessair to apply the forceps. The 
forceps being api^ied, a male child, weighing eight pounds, 
was extracted m a partially affl»hyxial*d condition. R^»- 
ration was established in a short time, however, and it is 
now a perfectly healthy child. The placenta came away in 
five minutes, with no more than the usual amount of be* 



The patient proceeded to a rapid oonvalesoenee, with 1 
unfavorable symptom, notwithstandii^ thepravolence of an 
epidemic of puerperal fever in the Hospital at the time of 
her oonfiueinent. 

In his dinical remarks upon the case. Dr. Barker oon- 
tended that he had demonstrated beyond osrii — L That a 
mal-position of the foetus in utero can be detected by ex- 
ternal manipulation during labor. AuMaillstion iumished 
but sli^t assislwioe, and the reeulta of an internal exami- 
nation were entirely negative; The important fact, how- 
ever, worthy of special notice is, that the poeitioa of the 
ftBtus could only be determined when the uterus was in a 
quiescent state. It follows, therefore, if tbe most iavorable 
time fur detecting the position of the fcetus is in the int^vd 
between oontjractions, that a mal-poeilion can be made out 
by external manipulation prior to ubor ; and if the poaitio* 
oau be disooveie^ in tbe intarvd of tlw pains of labc», it 
can also be done one, or two, or even many days beJora 
labor. 2. This case demonstrates the possibility of per- 
forming version by external manipulation dunng labor, 
and, as version by the hand introduced into tbe uterus was 
attempted in the absence of pain, be thought this case 
equally proved that version by external maoipuiatioB is 
"ue before labor. But to have the fiietus remain jn ila 

Cjoogu: 



possible before labor. But to have the tiietus remain, 
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new poailion it would be necessary to rupture the mem- 
branee and induce labor, in order to secure the engagement 
of tb6 bead m tbe pelvic cavitj. 



NURSERY AND CHILD'S HOSPITAL. 

Two Cab» or PLEnHO-PNEuKoniA with Fitlvonart 

AsSGEaaEa withoct CoRRMPOHDnia Stvptoms. 

[Undar tha ora of Qia. A. pRm, U.D.1 

Cat 1. 3. M was admilted May 19th, 1859, at the 

age of two months. He was very delicate at the time 
of admission, and tud alif^t bronchitis; in the hands of a 
wet-Durse he began to improve, and continued to do ao 
till tbe middie <rf' July, when several attacks of diarrbcea 
occurred at intervals of Uiree or four days ; each lasting not 
more than twenty-four to thirty-six hours ; from Ihe oc- 
corrence of these he bef^an to decline, boQa made their 

Spearance upon llie back part of his head and neck, and 
are waa conaiderable constilutioual disturbance; be was 
treated with tonics, vegetable and ferruginous, but t^ey 
were of no sensiUe benefit, either as regards the eruption 
or the general condition of the child. 

Aw%. 1st. Continuea to fail, with no apparent cause, 
•xoept the liiruncalar eruption and the attacia of 
dianbcea. 

Aug. 51 h. Died suddenl|f to.^y(^ asphyxia, although he 
bad had no symptom to direct attention to the chest. 

A*Uop*j/— eight hmiri ajter death. — Great emaciatioa ; 
rigor-roortis ; on opening the chest, the right hmg was 
found collapsed, occupying a very small space ; it coud not 
be inflated, except in a few places in the lower lobe, which 
appeared to be pneumonic, having the solid feel belonging 
to thil disease ; from one to two ounces of turbid serum, 
were foaod in the pleural cavity ; both the parietal and 
puhnonary fdeune were pretty well covered with a Gbrin- 
ons deposit of a creamy appearance. Bome of this had 
settled in the depending portion of the cavity. On the 
left side tbe lung also occupied a very small space, almost 
entirely coUapsed ; tbe apper lobe could be readilv inflated, 
when it had the cushiony feel of the healthy lung ; the 
lower lobe had a healthy ^pearance, and oould he inOaled, 
except a portion in the posterior aspect ; meaeuring per- 
haps, an inch in diameter ; this portion was partially coated 
with lymph, and was found to contain two amall abaceaaes, 
one cloeed, the other opening externally on the aurfaoe of 
the lung, and internally into the bronimial tube. As the 
ur pasKd directJy through this opening, it was impossible 
to BHoertahi whether this part of tne lobe could be inflated ; 
the closed abscess conuined from one-third to half a 
dram of disintegrated lung tissue and pus-corpuadea aa 
shown by the microscope ; foramen ovate open ; weight 
of hver, ^ vjss. Stomach and jejunum healthy; the 
mucous membrane lining the lower part of the ileum and 
Ihe whole extent of tbe colon was vascular, and that of 
the latter con^derabiy Oiickened, but no ulceration was 
noticed ; mceeoteric gtands enlarged and of a lighter color 
than in the healthy state. 

<Mt 2. M. J was admitted into the hoapilal, Oct 

7th, 1859, at the age of about fo«ir months. At the time 
ot admission she was dehcate and suffering from diarrhcea, 
which was relieved by caator oil mixture. After this she 
Gootinued to improve until ibe latter part of October, when 
ber abdomen became distended ana tympanitic, and she 
appeared to suBer much pain. This oondltioQ was relieved 
by aromatic drinks and warm appUeations, but it continaed 
to return at intervala. Paine were taken to nouri^ and 
•oatain her, and hopes wer» entertained of her ultimate 

On the second of November, however, at 10 p. »., she 
was suddenly s«aied with violent dyspnoea, which termi- 
nated latally in about a quarter of mi hour. Previoudy to 
the dyapnosa no cough bad been noticed, or other ajrmp- 
tom referable to the amt 



Autopm/ — fhtrty-tighf hotm after death. — Body consider- 
ably emaciated' slight rigor mortis; on opening the 
thorax, the lell lung was found healthy with the esceptJon 
of sliglit hypostatic congestion ; the nght lung was adhe- 
rent to tbe diaphragm, and to a considerable part of the 
costal pleura by fibrinous exudation ; the whole lung 
appeared somewhat compressed and was non-crcpitant ; 
the upper lobe floated in water; the middle and lower 
sank and could not be inflated or but slightly ; this portion 
of the lung contained a few small BbsceiseB filled with 
purulent raatter,'each holding scarcely more than a irop ; 
one or two of these appeared to h«ve opened into toe 
pleural cavity, as the air passed throngfa them io attempt- 
mg to inflate, but powibly they may have been (qtened in 
separating the adhesions ; in one of the closed absceses 
both pus and exudation corpuscles were found with the 
microscope; the lung surrounding the abscess contunad 
both kinds of epithelial cells, pus, and exudation corpuscles ; 
two or three ounces of fluid were found in the pleural 
cavity, consisting mainly of fibrinous dooculi, paveauMit 
epitheliaJ celts from tbe pleun, pus, and exudation corpu»- 
cles ; the lower portion of this fluid, on standing, contamed 
so much pus as to become gelatinous on the addition of 
acetic acid; heart normal; Uver ccmgeeted and weigfainff 
I'ix.: mesenteric glands enlarged; kidneys, atomadi and 
small intestincB apparently healthy, but the latter distended 
with gas; the colon showed considerable vascularity in its 
descending portion, and near tbe ileo-(»cal valvet^ but 
no ulceration was observed. 



BROOKLYN CITY HOSPITAL. 
Cabes iLLrrsTBATiHo A Nbw aud Sdccessfoi TEWTtiOT or 

VaBICOSB VilNS BT TBK InjECTIOH op PraaCLPBATE OF 

Iboh. 

[Br Jtun M. WiHoi, U.D., Attendlnf BnrgvoD.} 

The following cases possess the double interest <^ novdty 
and practical utility. 

There are none of a similar character on record, except 
those in which this treatment was adopted Bnbseqnently to, 
and in imitation of, them. 

It will be observed thot I have introduced a case of 
anatritm, treated with injections of the perchloride of iron, 
among cases otvajicote veina, treated with the penvlphaie. 

In doing so I have violated the harmony of pathological 
relation, in order to illustrate the efficiency and innocuoa»- 
ncss of the preparations of iron. The first case was in pri- 
vate practice, tbe others were treated in Hoapital. 

Cass 1. — PopUieal Aneurimi cured bp the Injection of the 
Perthloride of Jron.— On the Sth of November, 1857, 1 was 

E requested by Dr. Joe. Crane to see Mra. T. I found a small, 
iluiting, superficial, aneurismal £ac, between the right 
bium and thigh, about the diameter ofaUadeira not, and 
projecting about half an inch above the surface. From it 
projected a smt^ nipple-like or rather tubular off-shool: 
from which, previous to its ligation by Dr. Crane, arterial 
blood spouted per atdtimt. Mrs. T.'s account of it was, that 
about sevHitoen years previously she had received a seven 
blow at that point while entering a Btj^ge.«oach, fh>m the 
heavy iron hook attached to one end of the "back strap" 
of the middle seat^ causing very severe pain at the time, 
but of short duration. Is not absolutely sure how long 
she baa felt pulsation, but thinks that about a year since it 
became very distinct, and assumed the purplish tinn it 
now has ; pulsation was more active at every menstruw pe> 
riod. A carefiil examination, by alternate pressure upon the 
femoral, and at a point posterior to the saa shows a supply 
trunk, probably from some one of tiie perforating branches 
of the pnrfunda femoris in front, and the obturator behind. 
Upon consultation between Drs. Crane, Isaacs, and my- 
self, and at Dr. Isaacs' suggestion it was determined to use 
injections of powerfy styptics. Tbis course was adpptod in 
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T(e« of Ibe muiifbld dlfBculties in th« wsj of an effect to 
tie tbe supply trunks. 

There were four seTer&l attempta made, at intervals of 
aboat a week, with solutions of lactate, muriated tincture, 
and perchloride of iron, usin^ at Uie same time Signoroni's 
tourniquet to control the cireulatioD through the femorri 
arterj, and lessen the tendency to wat^ away the newly- 
fomned clot. It was imposeible to exert much force in 
controlling the current from the (Aturator artery, as tbe 
fin^vr alone could be used. 

The solution of the perchloride alone sbfficed, with the 
aid of the tonrniquet, and the recumbent posture, to eEfec- 
tually coagulate the blood and block up the sao. The pain 
caused by the perchloride was'Tery seyere, and continued 
for more tban twelve hours, and was followed by con- 
siderable inflammBtory action. It was completely succees- 
ful, and Mrs. T: recovered with entire obliteration of tbe sac. 
Tbe tourniquet was kept on for some days, being looeened 
at intervals, to lessen the intolerable pain caused by the 
pressure. The filling by granulation of tlie cavity left where 
the coagulum came away (wUdi it did by ulceration) occu- 
jned some weeks. 

Tbe notes of thia case baving been tost, will account for 
tbe omission of some points of interest. They have been 
drawn out from memory, and by the aid of the patient 

The following cases of varicoee veins, treated by the 
injection of peisulpbale of iron, occurred in the Erooklyn 
City Hospital, the notes of which are furnished me by 
R. P. Moore, M.D., Honse-Sorgeon : 

Ca3b2. — Varkcte Veauof Leg — Injtctirm of Permdphate 
o^/tob— Cared.— John Towle, admitted March 1st, 1859 
(Dr. Enos op duty), with nicer from varicose vein on leg, 
of five years' duration ; it has healed repeatedly, but again 
re-opened. Ordered poultice, and rest in recumbent pos- 
ture. April 25th. — Ulcers nearly healed. Injected liouor 
ferri pereulphat. gtt. x.* May 2d, — Veins obliteratea at 

Stint of injection ; neighbonng branches still varicose, 
ay 20tb. — Ulcers entirely heated, and paljeat permitted 
to go oat on a pass. Returned drunk, with abrasion of 
newly cicatrized surface. June 13th, — Discharged cured. 

Cas« 3. — VarkoM Van* of Scrotum, — InjKtion of Per- 
mdphale of Iron~~ Cared. — J. T., tet. 22, American, admitted 
under Dr. Minor Oct. 2<th, 1859, with varicose condition of 
scrotal veins of left side. Has eujoyed very good general 
health. For six months past has suffered much pain from dis- 
tended veins of scrotum, eitendiog through spermatic cord 
to inguinal canal of that side, ana also in the teeticle ; can 
obtain no relief except in recnmbent posture. Ordered 
cathartic. Suffers witt languor and debility from involun- 



with Pravat's syringe, as modified by Tiemann. 
was made to stand erect, in order to fill tie Teins, bqu 
make diem more distinct and prominent— a necessary 
precaution to such k>oee tiasues as are fbund in tiiat region. 
He hinted, bat was soon restored by placing him In a re- 
cumbent posture. The operation scarcely caused any pun, 
ettfjer mt Uie time or subsequently. A firm co^lnm was 
fbrmed in thirty seconds. Ordered cloths dtppea in water 
to the part, and recumbent posture. Nov. 3d. — The clot 
fbrmed by pereulph. ferri gives indications of coming 
away by ulceration. Has felt less pain in cord since ope- 
ration ; nor does he feel any pain at the point of puncture. 
Peb, 6th.^7tot came away last night leaving a healthy 
granolating surface, 26th.— Discharged cured. 

Cam 4. — Varieote F«nj of Scrotam — Second InjttHon 
— (?ur«d— James Taylor was admitted a short time after 
bis discharge in November last, with varicose condition of 
Other deep scrotal veins near the cord. The verTaifonn mass 
of enlarged veins around the point of former operation are 
entirely obliterated. Has been variously treated Mnce 
second admisHon, but witiiout resort to operative 



it of (he aolld tienotpluto. 



Feb. 14th.— Teins incrcasmg in siee, attended with pain. 
Injected three drops of a solution of persulphate of iron in 
the proportion of one part persulphate to two of distilled 
water, followed by immediate collation of blood, as on 
former occasion, and with as little pain. 15th. — Injection 
seems to have entirely relieved tbe pain in the cord, and he 
expresses himself as feeling better in every particular. 
19th. — Continues comfortable. Some pain and heat at 
point of puncture, where there is an exceedingly bard and 
prominent tumor. Tumor is close to the cord, and seems 
in some measure to involve it Seminal emissions occur at 
long intervals now. Cold water dressings. 26th. — Clot 
decreasing in size, but still very hard. No appearance of 
ulcerating, as on former use of the peraulphate. March let 
— Tumor has steadily decreased in size ; but little hardness 
remains. Veins completely obliterated when injected, as 
well as an others which were enlarged. 

Case 5. — Vancoae Ytm* of Leg — Injection of Perwut- 
pAofe o//nm— Cur«i.— Carl de Bute, admitted Dec. 22d, 
1859, with paronychia of left thumb. Varicose veins in left 
leg, which he has had for many years. Veins very much 
distended at one point Owing to the si^e of the veins it 
was thought necessarr to insert a larger quantity of the 
solution than usual. Feb. 11th. — Ten drops of a solution 
of the strength of one part persnipttate to three of water 
was used. 12th. — A clot has formed, and obstructed the 
vein ; though it does not appear to be so firm as in pre* 
vioHS cases. I4th.^Comp!«in3of pain at point of puncture, 
where there is a considerable swelling and rednese. Ap- 
ply cold lotion. 18th. — Infiammation and pain subsiding. 
Continue lotion. No constitutional disturbance at any tim& 
22d. — Tumor lessening in size, and redness disappearing. 
Mardi 10th. — All inflammatory symptoms have subsided, 
and the vein is obliterated at point of operation. 

Case 6. — Varieote Veini of Zw — Insertion of.Pertul- 
phate of Iron — Owtd. — James Flemming was admitted 
December 29th^ 1869, with secondary syphilis, and uloers 
on right leg: has varicose veins of the same leg, which 
are increasing in siee, and he expresses a wish to be ope- 
rated on for their relief Feb, 11th. — Injected as usual, 
three drope of a solution of the persulphate of iron, one 
part to four of water. A second puncture was made below 
the first 13lh.~~Coagulum formed, but not so marked as 
in other cases. No inflammation about punctures. 19th. 
— Ulcer on leg has improved rapidly since operation. 
25th. — Vein obliterated between points of <q«ration, 27th. 
— Old ulcer dcatriaed, and he desires to leave tbe hospit^ 
— Discharged cured. 

It may be desirable to state briefly, the mode of proo^ 
dure in tbe injection Of varicoee veins, A Pravat'a fringe 
as modified bv Mr. Tiemann is the instrument used. Tbia 
is a very small syringe of vulcanised rubber having a smaH 
(almost capilhtry) canula screwed to its lower end. This 
canula is cut obliquely at its extremity somewhat after tbe 
manner of a pen, ending in a sharp point. The piston rod 
is graduated to drops, to admit of the use of any qnantit^ 
however small 

The canula be'ing screwed on, the quantity of the bcAu- 
tion desired to be used is drawn in througn the csnola, 
which is then plunged into the vein, the patient standing 
erect. The finger of an assistant is then plooed npcHi the 
vein, a little above and below the point of panctera, and 
firm pressure made : the piston is then forced down and 
Hie fluid injected. It is important that the pressure on the 
cardiac side of the puncture, should be sufficient to c<Hn- 
pletely stop the upward current, as otherwise portions of 
the clot rotght be carried into the circulation. Tbe pres- 
sure need be kept np for a minute or two only. 

This completes the operation. Tbe patient ic plaeed in 
the recumbent posture, and cold water dreasinga spfdied, 
with directions not to rise for some days. The above mode 
of treatment of varicose veins, wouldseemto promise a safe, 
prompt, and painless cure of a most uncomfortable, painful, 
and Eometimes perilous complaint, for which, berMofore, 
there have been only uncertain end dMigfrons «Kp«<" 
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The peraulphaU of iron, as far aa heretofore "s^ seems 

to excite adbewve indammadoa alon^ thus aToidiaE that 
formidable ^Mstion pyKmia; and I feel confident 
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I a safe, simple, and almost 
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ST. LUKE'S HOSPITAL. 

Two Cases or Uohhus CosARnm bvoossbtullt trbatbd 

BT AH ApPAKATHH UAKINO ISxTmHSIOM AMD CODNTER- 

EZTEHBIOV. 

[BaporMd b; Xdvaib >. Diltoh, H.I>., Saalduit PliTddui,] 

Two boys, one 4, the other 5 years of age, entered the 
hospital, the one on the I2th of Januaij, and the other on 
the 2d of Februai7 last, both aufieriog from morbus cos- 
•rius. 

The symptoms exhibited in these two oases were eo 
D«arlj identical, and the treatment and progress thus far 
has been so uniform that they may readily be described 
together. The only striking differeDce in the symptoms 
was, that iu the case of the youngest the general With 
was much more seriously impaired than in the other. In 
one the right hip, and iu the other the led, was the seat of 
disease. In neither case had there ever been any abscess, 
or uloer over the joint. In each there was tenderneas, heat, 
and swelling in that situation, and intense pain was caused 
by the slightest movement of the limb. Under the dinMy 
tion of Dr. George' A. Peters, the attending surgeon, the 
patients were put upon the use of constitutional tonics, and 
■ few daya subsequent to their admiraion. Dr. Hen^ Q. 
Davis, of this dty, applied his apparatus ftH- the cure of this 
disease.. The treatment by this apparatus consists in first 
ert^nding the limb for several weeks, more or lens, until its 
length equals that of its fellow, or as nearly so as practica- 
ble, and then retaining the limb in poaition by means of a 
q)lint, which, while it keeps up extension, allows the 

Ktient to enjoy the advantages of exercise and freah air. 
< aooompllsh the first end, a broad strip of adhewve 
p(aBt«r is applied both to the outer and the inner aspect of 
the affected limb throughout its entire length, and over 
these again a third strip is carried spirally round the limb 
from the hip to the ankle. A bandi^ is then applied from 
the toes up, leaving exposed and free the lower extremities 
of tiie side Ktnps, to which are attached bands of webbing 
made to buckle in a loop beneatb the foot. To this loop is 
•ttaefaed a cord treveieing a puUey at the foot of the bed, 
and anstaiiung a weight. In eaiji of theae cases a weight 
of tliroe pounds was Bret used, increased tfber a week ti 
four pounds. A few days atler the application of this appa* 
ntas, the relief experienoed by the palJents was very 
apfwrtot. The pain in the joint, as well as that produced 
by nroljon, began at onoe to diminish. This was strikingly 
eridcat &om the fact that the natienls' sleep, wliich had 
before been incessantly broken by Iheir own involuntary 
movements, became much more quieL Their general 
beahh, too, rapidly improved. This amendment became 
duly more maHced, until after some four or five weeks all 
■tficriDg had ceased. The penaral health of both patients 
WW excellent, and a verv consideraUe motion of the affected 
joints caused no oomplainL Within a few weeks subse- 
quent to the commencement of this treatment, the splint 
was frequently substituted temporarily for the cord and 
weight. This splint consiste of a narrow bar or band of 
•bed, adutled to the form of the outside of the thigh and 
leg, and having a hinge^joint near its middle, citable of 
being made immovable. The counter-ex teouon is accom- 
pKshed by means of a perineal band of India-rubl>er, fas- 
tened at either end to a cord of cat-gut which traverses a 
small ring at the upper extremity of the splint- The splint 
itself terminates just above the external moUeohis, where it 
is kept in place by the band of webbing attached to the 
onter adhesive strap, which is carried up over the end of 



the ^jlint and fastened by a bui^le atiaohad to tlw shaft 
of the latter some four inches abov& 

The splint is apphed with its upper and lower pcfftkma 
forming an angle at the hinge, ana extenaioo is prodwMd 
by obUleratiug this angle, and thus bringing the splint 
throughout its entire length into contact with the bandaged 
limb. The movenKDts oif the hip-joint are not interfered 
with. The application of the spuot is the work of only a 
few momenlA, and ^ves rise to no pain or iocMivenience; 
In these two cases it has now been worn daily for several 
weeks, and only removed at bed-time, to be immediately 
replaced by the weight In both instances the limbs are 
kept constantly at tbeir natural length, uid can be moved 
with great freedom without causing any pain. The tender- 
nass, heat, and swelling over the joints have long unoe 
subsided, and the patients are both in the enjoynieiit o[ 
fine health. The light and compact ohareotcr of the sphnt 
enables them to be dreeaed, and to have their regular exet^ 
cise, and to be out-of-dooia whenever adnsable. 
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[Kepoitod br Jon O. iommni, U.D.} 

There have been recently presented 



the ( 



of paralysis connected with dentitioa 

Ca*t I. — A Uttle girl nineteen months of age, in yrbox 
case the lell arm is paralysed. There b wasting of the 
deltoid and of the muscles of the arm and forearm— 
with complete loss of power. The paralysis is of three 
months standing. 

Coat 2. — A girl of three years i^ age—^Mj^lvais of the 
left leg. The heel is raised ooowdera^v from tlie ground. 
The muscles of the teg are more wasted than those of tite 
thigh. In attempting to walk, she draga the foot nde- 

Cam 3. — Maiy Qorham, two years and one month old. 
Eight months ago she bad a fever, after this the moths' 
noticed that the child could not use the left leg. There ia 
a tendency of the foot to rotate outward, she drags the 
toe. Paralysis is mostly from the knee downwards. 
There is wasting of tJie Hmb. In this case it is to be at- 
tributed to the fever. Prof. Hamilton has never sera a 
case in which inlantile paralyds could be sUiibuted to the 
abuse or use of calomel 

Cat* i.— Boy three years and a half old, in all respects 
healthy, except loss of power of lefllef. No traceable cauasL 
unless diarrhcea attending l«ething. The limb is waabu 
and heel ia elevated, there is dragging of the toe— sensa- 
tion in the limb is perfect. 

Catti 6 and 6. — Were both boys, and the patalyios 
confined to the right leg — presenting the same symptoms 
of wasting of the limb, loss of power, elevated hee( icp.; 
no assignable cause for the paralysis. 

Remarla. — Infantile paralysis occurs generally at some 
time during the period of firet teething, and seems to have 
a more or less direct connection with this process. There 
are several periods iu life, in which the eyslem or portions 
of the system undergo remarkable changes, and great 
nervous derangements are apt to ensue. The period of the 
firat dentition, is -one of these, and among the consequences 
of the nervous disturbances ocoasioned by the devehip- 
mrant of the teeth are convulsions, hydnMCphalua, diar- 
rhoga, and paralyru. The other periods to which I allude, 
are oubertr in both male and female, and " the cdisnge of 
life, or the period of ceasation of the menses in the 
female. I think that I have observed, also, that at the 
period of "change of life" in the male, paralysis and cere- 
bral apoplexy are exceedingly liable to occur. 

Infantile paralysis is more common in the le^ than in the 
arms ; yet we see it occasionally in tb^wms. It np^aUy 
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exists but in one leg, occnrring in most cases saddeulj, uid 
Dot UDfrequentJj after a diarrbcea or fever of some form, or 
after exposure U> the ocAi, Its frequent sequence to some 
t/Btapontj illoess ba« often led parents to suppose that it 
vaa due to the medicine which had been given, especiallj 
to mercuTj; but I ba<re never been able to trace it to the 
use of inercnry, in any form. 1 have never seen the para- 
lyait comi^et*; it t>aag, in the eiK of ihe lower extremi- 
tiea, oanined moetly to that portion of the limb which M 
b^w the knee, sua existing much mere in the nerrei of 
motion than in those of sensation. 

The child can generally stand upon, and even walk with 
the limb tolerabij wdl; but the foot turns out whenever 
tbeweightof the body rests upon it, and the gait ia unsteady 
and inaocore. He is es^Mcially unable, when aitling, to 
raise and extend the leg upon the thigh, but he can gene- 
rally flei the thi^ upon the body without difficulty. After 
a time the muscles become sensibly diminished in size, espe- 
dally the muscles of the leg; and if the paralysis continues, 
the !eg does not increase in length quite as rapidly as the 
other, and the foot becomes more and more turned out at 
the ankle. 

Trtatniml — Pint of alt, if the CAM is seen soon after tha 
occurrenee, the bowels should be well evacuated, and the 
conditioa of the gums should be looked to. The child should 
then be turned out of doors, and be permitted to gather 
health and strength by exercise in the open air. By use, 
mainly, are these muscles to be again restored to action. 
The little patient should therefore be encouraged to walk, 
and if old enough he mOHt be directed to sit occasionally 
upon a chair and swing his leg back and forward in flexion 
andext«DVOn. No apparatus ought to be employed to sup- 
port the ankle or the knee, unless these joints are becoming 
greatly deflected, or the limb is totally unable to support its 
'weighL When apparatus is substituted for the muscles, the 
muscles being thrown into disuse, are not in a condition to 
gain strength. Upon Ihie point there is a popular error 
which needs to be corrected. When a young man begins 
to sloop, or hi* spine begins (o tall to one side or the other, 
his inends tell him be must get a shoulder-brace or n spine- 
«opport«r — and there are always plenty of them hanging in 
the windows of dmg^hops, patented and recommended for 
this very purpose. Now the probability is, that this fall of 
the shoulders or curvature of the spine, is entirely due to 
mnacular weakness^ The great trapezoid does not pull the 
scapula well back, and if we pull them back with a shoulder- 
brace, leaving the muscles nothing to do, they will rapidly 
become atrophied, and when the brace is taken on the 
ihoulders, will Ikll forward more than ever. It would be 
much better to put the braoe in frcmt, and tie the shoul- 
den forward, and then bv the constant antagonism the tra- 
pezoid would be Btrenguiened. Those persons who carry 
weights upon their heads, grow straight ; the spine being 
made to erect itself by the action of the muscles, whose 
power is thus developed and perfeoted. It is this use of 
tiM mnsdes in carrying the gan, which makes the soldiei 
and the hunter so erect The same principle applies to 
these cases of infantile paralysis. The hmb should be kept 
in constant use, and no ^paratus should be employed to 
support the hmb, except in the few extreme cases men- 
tkmed. It is irell, also, to bathe the limbs in cold water 
onoe » day, and to rob them freelj atUrwards. Qalvanism 
and electricity tlmo deserve a trfaL 

Usually the recovery is ve^ slow, extending throagh a 
period of several years- but I have been enabled to follow 
the history of enough of these cases to warrant me in assur- 



CoAitQE or STaTioK.~-.AsBistant Surgeon Jijiia F. Ham- 
mond has been ordered to relieve Aaaist*nl Uorgeon John 
Campb«n at West Point, 
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Tbe AjixsiCAN Mediou. Times, the first number of which 
we now present to the profession, will give to most of our 
veadcts the &rst intimation which they have received, that 
important changes have taken place in the Nkw Tosk 
JoORiTAt. or UsDictME. As DO preLminary announcement 
has been made, some may be led to believe that tliese im- 
provements have not been long contemplated, and bava 
theretore been completed without due refiection and prepn- 
ratioo. We deem it but an act of justice to them, and 
equally so to ourselves, to state briefly the reasons which 
have led to these changes. 

With the issue of the last number, Tbs Nbw Tobk Jock- 
■AL or MsDiom completed the seventeenth year of its 
publication, having bees establiahed in July, IMS. It was 
originally projected by Samuh. Foitsr, U.D., who during his 
brief career in this city won, by his profoundly scientific 
essays, an enviable lame, and by his gentleness and urbanity, 
an abiding place in the hearts of his professional brethren. 
In his proqtectus Dr. Fobbt says: — " Tha leading olgecta 
sought in the eetablisbment of this Journal are, to derst* 
the character and dignity of tbe American Medical Profes- 
sion generally, and especially to afford a medium, free from 
all individual interesU and party, through which the rich 
results of the experience of the profession in this city, 
much of which is now lost, may be communicalad." That 
these praiseworthy objects have been wholly realised, the 
history of that periodical fully attests. Under the judicious 
editorial management of Psor. Ca*u.E8 A. Lbe, and S. S. 
Pdspm, H.D., it acquired during the Orst ten yean of it* 
publication, the entire confidence of the profeasioD, and s 
circulation second to no other nmilar periodical in this 
country. ' Since that period it has pursued the even tenor 
of its way, maintaining its position as a high-toned scien^fic 
journal, and never deviating &om tha strictest rales of pro- 
fessional deoomm and conite^. In no instaooe have its 
pages been sultied with tbs personal reflections or improper 
snd allusions which are liable to enter the dis- 
of authors who are advocating favorite theories. 
As a medium for the communication of scientific intelli- 
genoe, it has always been a tne, independent journal, sub- 
jeol to no individual <« party interests of any kind whatever. 
And that it has pnved an acceptable organ of the piofte- 



non, the thirty-four volumes now completed, fiUed with ela- 
boraUlj written monographs and papers abuodantlj prove. 

But well as that periodical has served ita daj and gene- 
raljon, and emiaently as it has realized the great idea of 
its founder, the important question has recently occurred 
to the minds of many of its fiends; is it to-day subserv- 
ing in the highest degree the best interesU of the profes- 
won ? During the period of its existence, what marvellous 
changes have taken place in the social condition of our 
pec^te I How rapid. has been their advancement in popu- 
lation, in the aggrandiaeineiit of wealth and power, and in 
aU the arts of a higher civilization I Within the last seven- 
teen years, a comjJele revolution has oecurred in nearly 
every d^iartment of industry. Science has demonstrated 
and art developed in multifarious methods, the truest aids 
to human progress. Every department of industrial enter- 
prise hae been metamcuphoeed I^ the applied sciences. The 
means and methods, the instruments and appliances of that 
period, are now discarded or treated with ridicule and con- 
tempt But it is not to any occult cansei, that we are to 
attribute this remarkable stJmuluB of the human intellect, 
which has so marvellously revolutionized society ; the ap- 
plication of steam to travel, and electricity to the com- 
municadon of intelligence, have been the most efficient 
agencies in effecting thb result. They have so compacted 
society however widely scattered, and centralised com- 
merce, science, and letters, that the people of every part 
of our widely extended republic, with all their diversity of 
interests, are brought in their thoughts and sympathies 
within the circle of a single community. With these im- 
provements in man's social condition, commerce and every 
branch of industry keep pace and shrewdly seize the 
golden opportunities as they occur, to enlarge the domain 
of their operations. With these increased facilities for 
inter-communicatiott comes a demand upon the press fbr 
the more frequent and rapid diffusion of intelligence ; 
monthlies have dianged to weeklies, weeklies to dailies, 
and daitiea must have almost hourly editions. 

ScientiOc medicine now partakes largely of that spirit of 
inqniry and restless activity which characterizes the ag«. 
In every department ardent and impulsive adventurers, 
with all the aids of modem invention, are enlai^ng the 
bounds of knowledge, and daily unfolding truths and prin- 
ciples of the greatest practical utility. These developments 
in the medical sdences are not now mode at long intervals, 
but they ore daily and almost hourly occurrences. He 
who maintains a familiar acquaintance with latest improve- 
ments, even in a single department of medicine, must in 
our times be a student of unremitting application. And 
not only is there an active spirit of inquiry and research in 
enlai^ng and more thoroughly exploring the domain of 
medicd science ; but our hospitals, the great repositaries of 
accurate observation, and our schools, where these fiusla 
are reduced to systems and made avulable, are heartily co- 
operating in the great work of medical education, and the 
difiusion of practical knowledge. This rapid development 
of every branch of medicine, and the Increasing desire on 
the part of the profession at lai^e, for the earlier and more 
ftequcnt dissemination of scientifio intelligence, impera- 
tively demands the co-operation of the metropolitan medical 
press. 

These are some of the considerations which have led to 
the condusian that this joamal, by a (dtinge of fbnn and 
more frequent issne, might be made &r more oonduciva 



to the intereetfl of the profession, both ol the city aad 
oountry, tiian it is at pnaetA, However well it may hav* 
been adapted to the period of its first pubUcation, it cai^ 
not to-day in its present form IMthfiilly represent New 
York, witii her population increased three-fold, her nume- 
rous and well appointed bo^itals, lier Bouriabing sohools 
of medidne, and her gradual oentratiEalion of nwdknl 
Interests. With a full knowledge of oar Increased rcApon- 
sibilities and labors, we have, with the sole object of ren- 
dering this Journal in the highest degree useful to the pro- 
fession, determined to exchange bi-montlily for weekly 
medical jonmalism. We are aware that other laborera 
have preceded us in this field, fruitAil at least in bw a't ^ ng 
cares and constant toil, and we desire to be co-workers 
with them in the development of its resources. 

In entering upon the duties of weekly medical journal- 
ism a word of explanation in regard to its spirit and mis- 
sion, and the qieoial duties and obligations which we AmI 
are imposed upon us, is due to the professional public. 

It is designed that the pages of this journal shall furnish 
a ^tbful and timely record of scientifio progress and prac- 
tical im[Hrovementa in the healing art In every depart- 
ment of medical scienoe and professional hterature, in the 
several bruichea of special pathology, practice, sargery, 
hygiene, and medical polity, distinguished contributors have 
already been secured, and we cordially invite the cooperation 
(Jo thets in all sections of our country. Original observations 
and researches, scientifio and practical reports, condensed 
r^niffln, [Hvperiy reported osase, and individual facts, will 
be gratefully received, and properly acknowledged. It is 
desired that these pages shall furnish an acceptable and 
popular medium for the individual and united utterances of 
medical men on all subjects connected with the progress 
and interests of medical scienoe, the most advanoed viewa 
in sound medical philosophy, and the defence or the criti- 
cism of botii the old and the new, as well as the proper 
discussion of questions relating to the common interesti^ 
obligations, and wants of our sacred profession. 

In connection with the department of Hygiene and State 
Uedioine, It is designed to discuss practical queetitms and 
record the evidences of scientific progress in those im- 
portant applications of our art, and we hope, also, to keep 
up an Epidemiological Record, that shall embrace a reliable 
history <^ epidemic and endemic maladies throughout our 
country and the worid. In order to aocomplisb this im- 
portant parpose, we cordially invite the attention and cor- 
respondence of all competent observers of epidemic or of 
epizootic diseases. 

The very liberal arrangements which have been made by 
the publishers, for securing lull reports from all the ho^' 
tals, and the wione nedical institntioM and assoctatiMw in 
the cities of New York and Brooklyn, eaimot &ii to give 
the highest practical value to the journal, and vrill tend 
strongly to promote the interests and multiply the good 
works of those several aources of medical iatelligeoce, for 



While this Journal designs to present to the profession an 
accurate, full, and impartial record of medical progress and 
practice, as set Ibrth in the foregoing remarks, it proposes 
also to undertake another and more difficult woik. It is 
the determination of its projectors, tad the wirii ofiitt pob- 
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lisbers, that its editorial columns should luthTully and fanr- 
leBslj espresB the highest sentimeota, the noblest aspirs* 
tiona, the commoa desiree, tlie Just critidsina, and the 
friendly warnings of all those who bj precept and example 
strive to hoDor and fulfil the sacred vocation of the phTsiciao. 
Truthfully to mirror forth, and, at proper times, to lead 
the aentimeata and the progressive activities of the medical 
profesnon— from week to week vigilantly striving to 
daguerreotype the features and interpret the real signifi- 
cance of passing events — yel, 

• • » "Nolhlng eitemute, 
Nor Ht down nght Id dmUm," 

will be the constant and conscientious endeavor of this 
Journal By every suitable means shall its pages encourage 
and promola the intimate and fraternal association and 
communion of medical men, ever striving to elevate the 
standard and ennoble the quality of medical education and 
professional ethics. To this end we desire that its columns 
should faitlifully and acceptably utter for the whole profes- 
aon the noblest sentiments and the most advanced opinions 
of those whu best have loved and honored its high vocation. 

The sacred unity, the high obligations, and the mutual 
interests and common rights of medical men will be recog- 
nised and encouraged on every page and in every para- 
graph, and under no circumstances will partizan and polemi- 
cal discord be permitted to supplant the harmonies of pro- 
fessional charity and good-will Fearlessly it will defend 
and promulgate the claims, the dignity, and the legitimate 
undertakings of the medical profession ; and not less traldly 
will it endeavor to expose and root out those pestilent evils 
that disturb the peace, and threaten the security and use- 
fulness of professional associations and medical institutions, 
and which seriously depress the popular status and moral 
influence of the profesnon at large. 

In fulfilment of its mission as the faithful defender of 
the sacred trusts and the fraternal interests of medical life, 
this Journal will endeavor, by precept and eaample, to in- 
culcate a oonscientious regard for all the ethical proprieties 
and relative duties of the profession ; and, in view of 
the obligations of humanity, and the sanctiona of divine 
law, we shall, by every consideration and event, strive 
to illustrate and increase the professional and tlie popular 
estimate of that boon — human lift — which in hospitals, 
asylums, atmsfaouaea, or penitentiaries, as well as in the 
homes of the people, in still the most sacred and precious 
c^gifts divine. 

in this spirit, and regarding physicians as the appointed 
ministers and conservators of life and the public health, no 
eSbrte will be spared, on our part, to keep posted in all 
that relates to the management and experience of the pub- 
lic institutions in onr midst. EspeciaUy will Hygiene and 
every question relating to human health or public salubrity 
receive our most vigilant and iaithfiil attention ; while the 
enormities of empiricism, and every form of charlatanry, 
whether within or without the piale of the profession, will 
invite oontinual exposure and unsparing criticism. 

With earnest endeavor and cooperation to secure for the 
profbsdon a clear and universal recognition of its true status 
nnd miseidn, and believing that in our national Bepublic 
the medical profes^on is called upon to erect its own stand- 
ards, and define its own rights, and the laws which shall 
govern its members, we shall steadily labor to advance the 
great primary objects of the Amerioan Medical Asbociatioh, 
as the grand Congress of letters, poUty, and ethical bw, 



for the Bepubhc of American Medicine ; and with equal 
earnestness shaU we endeavor to inculcate the reciprocal 
obligations and claims of the profession. 



THE AMERICAN MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 



Tnt existence of a National Meoical Concrebs in the 
United Slates is so fully in accordance with the history and 
spirit of our Republican institutions that its practical work- 
ings and ultimate destiny have already become, in the 
medical worid, subject to comments, criticism, and prophecy, 
that may justly admonish us to avoid the evils to which 
our voluntary associations and the democratic principles 
and usages of our times and country are peculiarly hable. 

Called into existence by the urgent necessities of the pro- 
fesaon, for the preservation of its honor, the promotion of 
its usefulness, and the elevation of its educational and its 
ethical standards, the American Medical Association has for 
thirteen years been steadily laboring to advance these 
grand designs, and with a success that is indicated not only 
by its twelve ponderous volumes of proceedings and reports, 
but by the universal interest in the discussions, and respect 
for the measures of the Association fh)m year to year. 
Its first great work — that which laid the foundations for a 
higher state of professional unity and good wiU — com- 
manded the highest respect from all the local associa- 
Uons of physicians in the several Stales of our Republic, 
so that the National Association hod scarcely reached the 
third year of its existence before the code of medical ethics 
which it had submitted to the profession in 1847, was 
almost universally adopted by State and district medical 
societies throughout the land, carrying its spirit of true 
honor, dignity, charity, and moral purity into all the inter- 
course and duties of medical life. 

Each returning year hu been marked by progress and 
improvements of great importance, as the accredited repre- 
sentatives of the profession have gathered in the councils 
of the Association, and probably none of its annual ses- 
sions have been more deeply interesting in this respect than 
Utat at New Haven, 

As will be noticed in the summary of its proceedings, an 
unusual number of interesting reports was presented by va- 
rious committees. Among the most valuable contributions 
of ascientilic character that came under our personal obser- 
vation at the meeting this year, was an elaborate mono- 
graph on the Epidemics of the State of New York, by Dr. 
JoBiPH M. Smith, of this city; another on the. Me<haal 
Topography and Epidemics of North Carolina, tiy Dr. 
J. H. DioKSoH, of Wilmington ; and one by Dr. L. A. 
Saike of this city, on the Pathology of Articular Inflam- 
mation. 'These and all other contributions to medical lite- 
rature, were severally referred to the appropriate eeettoa^ 
as contemplated by the resolution of Dr. J. B. Liudslkt, 
and the action of the Association last year, — a proviMon, 
by the way, which promises to become of voat practical 
importance, and whidi added greatly to the interest of the 
meeting at New Haven. 

It was reserved for tlie Committee. on Medical Bdncatj«i 
to present the theme of most deeply absorbing interest 
to the convention, in a thorough, extended, well-drawn, 
and somewhat radical report^ advocating most importADt 
and sweej^ng reforms. The resolutions submiU«d by the 
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Committee Mthflilly embodj the spirit wid recommeDd&- 
tions of the report Several of the reaolulJoni were 
adopted hy the AssociatioD, but the eajnest and widelj 
divergent eipreeaiona of opinion to nhich the discuHBions 
gave rise, serred to demonstrate the fact that the univer- 
gallj admitted defects and evSa in the present ajatem of 
medical education in am countiy oannot be reformed bj 
uy local and qtasmodic eObrts, but that aaj reliable, bearlj, 
and wide-spread improvement must depend primarily upon 
the moral senae and an ennobled etprit du corpi in the pro- 
feanoD at large. But we must forbew further remarks on 
this Buliiject until we have the report on Education in our 
hands, rhougb neither the National Association of Phjsi- 
■icians nor the Convention of Uedicat Teachers have jet 
been able to settle upon an acceptable plan of reform, — and 
mocfa lead, to agree in their own counsels on the subject, 
botii bodies may safely report progregH ; and aa they but 
reflect the popular sentimeat of the profeaaion, we may rest 
asnired that when the great heart and body of the medical 
public are right the acts and decisions of the Congrecs of 
its chosen representaljves will accord with the advanced 
views and earnest wishes of the noble men who now 
Strive by word and deed to elevate the standard of medical 
life and professional learning. 



AMERICAN MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 



Tn thirteenth annual meeting of the American Medical 
Association, was held in tbe city of New Haven, Juna 
6th, and remained in seswon the two following days. 
MORHIMO sisatoH. 

TVHIUI, •TtHHta. 

The Anoeiation was cidled to order at 11 a.n., by the 
Pr«sideDt, EaiTBr Uilur, M.D., of Kentucky. An ap- 
prMtiale prayer was made by FroC Fishir, of Tale 
College, after which Dr. Jovatoan Kmiobt, on behalf of 
the Committee of Reception, tendered to all a hearty wel- 
come. Dr. Chas. Hookir, as chairman of the Committee 
of Arrangements, followed in an appropriate address, 
assuring the Association that the honor done to New Haven 
was sincerely appn^ated, and thai not only the medical 
fraternity, but uie citisens generally, were determined that 
the meeting should be a season of pleasant social inter- 
course, as well as profit to all the memben. 

The roll was next called by the Secretary, Dr. Beiusb, of 
Eentncky. 

On motion of Dr. Ann, all the medical officers of the 
Amy or Kary that were nesent, were invited to take 
pwt m the deUberations of the body. 

The Committee 00 ParUamentary Rules made a statement 
to the effect that tie report, principally the work of the 
chairman, Dr. Cnu. A. Lindslet, of Conn., was ready, 
and soKeated the propriety of having copies of the same 
printed for distribution among the memiwrs, before they 
w«ie regulH-ly acted upon. After diacuaeion tlie rqxct 
was lud OQ the table. 

A recess wss here taken, t« form the Committee on 
Nominationf^ conmating of one representative from each 
State. 

About one o'clock, tbe association was callod to order, 
when the names of the gentlemen composing the eaid Com- 
mittee were reported as follows: — 

DIMricl of CalimbiL Dr. Boilc ; MurbBil. C. C C« ; EcntaetT, R I. 
BKctenrldie: North CuvlIlM, Aunc* H. DUdb; TvBDMHe. 1. S. Vbf- 
DalnFtn, Lswto P. Baih: Ijiiildim, Ansttn mat. Jr.; UluMuti, D. 

n.-j.y. .. V ^ j. u (iniotti D, Uusplin;! Slot 

<l Mmkn; Vtw J<n*7'i '■ ». 
~ r HuBiJaUns Gt« H. 



Bud; Seorgli. V. W. Broin 



nn, a L fard: PoDDBjlTnaU, WIIha J 

Ohio. Bobert TbompooD: Ulnoorl, U. A. rm. 

Allea: VJn(tBlLjinu« H. Conugj CosDKtlcii 



B-UeAfthnr; MlHlMlripi, U. O. Wlllluna: Mldil- 

iTnaU, WIlKAi Jmll; Itm, D. L. UcOiula: 

Ulnoorl, M. A, ■>-"":■ v-- • jm— iI^T' 

"Tonnu: CosDfl 
tat, B. D. & 

motion, the Committee of Arrangements were 
reqnested to invite the members of the Connecticut Legis- 
lature to be present during the delivery of the President's 
Valedictory AddresB. 

On motion of Dr. C. Hooebb, the Nominating Com- 
mittee were requested to meet immediately after wiyonm- 
ment in the Trumbull Gallery. 

The meeting then Bc|joumed until 3 p.u. 
ArrSRNooR Bissiav. 

The Association was called to order by the Puamm at 
3 o'clock P.M. 

Gov. BncKiHaoAH and Lieut. Qov. Gatur appeared on 
the stage and were introduced to the Association. Several 
members of the Legi^ture were also present. 

The PiusmiKT next proceeded to read his retiring 
address. In the course of bis remarks he lefened to the 
subject of criminal abortion, as a practice which was pre- 
valent U) an alarming extent among the community, and 
urged the necessity of legislators adopting such measures 
as would tend to prevent, if not arrest, the growth of the 
evil The system of medical education received from him 
also a weU merited cHtidam. He maintained tliat tfae 
qualifications of the medical profesBora were not sufficient^ 
insisted upon in all cases, neither as a general rule were 
the exammations of atudeate for the degree of Doctor of 
Medicine, as strict and thorough as they should be. In 
Uiis connexion he pointed out the imiwrtaoce of prelimi- 
nary education in students of medicine, as one of tba 
surest stepfi towards the raudng the profesnon to its proper 
standard. 

Dr. Askew, in behalf of the Nominating Committee, 
next reported the names of the following gentlemen as 
officers for the ensuing year : — President — Eli Ives, Conn, ; 
Vice Presidenta— Wilson Jewell, Pa. ; A. P. Palmer, Mich. ; 
Joseph P. Logan, Ga. ; J. N. McDowell, Mo. Tressofei^ 
Casf«r Wistar, Pa. The report was unanimously ac- 

After the transaction of business of minor importance 
tie officers efect were severally escorted to their seats upon 
the stage. Dr. Ives, the President, thanked the Associa- 
tion for the high honor conferred upon Inm in a few well- 
timed remarks. Dr. Wilsok Jewell, Ist Vice-President, 
stated that by the request of the President, he would 
assume the duties of presiding officer, and hoped by the 
kind co-operation of the members he should be enabled to 
do so with strict impartiality. 

Dr. Davis, of III., offered' the following remlations : — 

Bitalna, Thtt Itw moen] mHUnn at the Aaoetatlan, dUr Ui* 4v> 

DMtuiliig 11 S oVU^k. shall ba dtvoUd to Uw barliif et fV* "^ illiiM 
Modi Id UwHienl MFtlou. 
Kuvived, Tbal auh •Htlon riiaQ cfaoOM lU on oOcH^ and Muk* It* 



T. W. Blatchford, N. 

EocBB, of Penn.; and T. F.RooBEetSR, <rf'N. T. 

Dr. La Rocbb was excused from serring, and Dr. Rsvcb- 
BSnOEB, of Penn., was appointed in his stead. 

The Treasurer's Report and the Report of the Committee 
on Publication were accepted and referred. 

The Association, on motion, then adjourned. 



a. and Ih* conulttH* an DMdlal 

Mocuioo, iDHiiiu iiuniiin. ud the mnmllU* on jiclii eixf ^ abill bo 
flret preMBted or »f»rT*d 10 Ih* ipproprtate i«Uun ud i*Mlie lu r«on- 
trnmnittioB, b«fon Mitj ma be roAmd Is Oio ocouBllua oa pobUsitlaB. 

The first and second resolutions were adopted ; the third, 
however, called forth an extended discussion, and waa 
finally laid upon the table. 

The following gentlemen were appointed a Coramittee 
- - Voluntary Contributions: — Dra. E. D, Force, of Ky. ; 
" " *' " N. a Datb, of la ; " 



The Aasociation waa called to order by Dr. Wilson 
Jewell, V. P. After the i«adin^ o^ tK^ ^^:^^^^ 4»j'* 



m°istfngfc' 
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minutee the ru!eB of order were Boqtended to kllow Y. P. 
Dr. Looam to offer his nsignatioii ; wbioh was accepted. 

The Committee on Medicil Education, through Dr. 
Enst of N. Y., reported in favor of 'eat«faliahiiig additional 
chain in the aevenil faculties, of extending its sesaions from 



r offered tl 



-e&ciliu 



efor 



at the bedside. They offered the foUowing preamble and 
resolutions aa part of their report : — 

PaKUHLL— jnnnat. It !■ tb« dsllbanU IndiBWBt ot tlw ABivlau 
Ucdlokl AUDcUIiiio. Uwl tbe tiDH hu birij eurac for Ibc tMndnettaii gf 
ImpruTemeDUlDtotbeTCfiseBtifitnnof memal edvaLllan, which bIhII cl^ 
(■tallwutuliutUiuUMirf qnaUfloitJgo for th* r 
§at Hanrlnir uHleHsiinglDg i hlfbtr itme t* St 
■sdnt •kill In llw *rt or nedlelnii UunliubMD 
•toduiM la oar souiliy, ud 

WlUnai, TU> bodi of Amertaii Phritcfuis li iTEU^ed by our ftitsniltr 
•TflrTWiMn, M tba wiiwwMged huHl ud nnnmiUCtTe of Ibe Bcdioil 
wnlimtm Id Um IlBlWd Btiiu, ud tt t> LhenAn kwkcd to rbrprMviUu 
[iM term* lad quHftoHlou of thoH who in hciHxronh to be )idinlU«l ud 
' ' to ow Mlowililp *• bntlinD uid equi* In Uib prottmioa ; 



JIhdImiI, Tlut It be beiulhr ngHded u u Indlipeniable pn-raqnltllc 
1 . __j — . .. — J. J— .- .1.. .«— o( nM repilor pbyeldu. 

Ld mKtL«- 



>tt student oFncdleua Id ... ...... . 

tkM tbepertj tlmll be U leut •anBtacD J^m of f^ af coJd i» 

ter ud bUli, ud ihill hkia nedted a Rod EBgUih, eWlml 

nuMaal odacatlaii, *od be able to rend aod tnailMa tbe LMIp lupufn, ud 

hne u eleaHBtHT knowkdce of Greek, lo tu, at leut, ■■ to lie rtU ■• 

tnM tb« deriYstloM ftun Itto tbe EbcIU laDsuf*. 

SttUwd, TbH tbia MOM nqolBlte be medr iDdlipeDiebk bebre metriini- 
latla In uy refnlir raadkal eeUefe eu be alloirea, and Iket tke ftcul^ oT 
MHb OBllr((^ Md lb* pnMtor tt MiA rtaJlditi fcr *ondn»t, be re- 
qolred to eHcnaln udi qnillUnarloa by eetoel eumlaUlon, ind lo eettuy 

£<e0l«*d; Tbit the lam of etody Id Oe oOca of a rei^lw |«otJtlODn; 
i»jiii^i^ .HMwt.1.^ ■■r— !..««—>-. .-J i*lMr«l^*ilraded((iAnrT(ani 
the laet year to be dmIdIt empl^ed In reolTli« clinical iDitnif don In 
meAelBei nrney, aod mMwUln. 

« . .ji ... ^„ ,,_ '- » r^okrly Uec»pB«ted 



lAl^Ulk 



eal1«e, or other body of kcUnn imogDlaed by the AMOdathm. be required 
«r*ir<iBndhlatee(br tbe desreeol Doctor In Hedldne, Betd eandldau may 
be admitted la aiamiDaflon afUr Ibrea tail jtmt o( Nody, on all the 
btaaebe* irhleh they have beea required to nody, euept ellDlcal medlds*. 



AeestaATbattb* period oTtDMiMtlaa la (iwy IMIeg* be ertaaded 
thtonaft ihe Dili term w nloe awDths In eecb year, and tbf* this iim* h* al. 
two eesBioDa, the Ant lo be ^efly ooeapled tn 
ry braDebeeDDly, aad tbe latter touapraettealai 



_ _ ._ j«Ib _.._ _ 

claa^ and that opoD the litler tbe eesior. 
b« dallTtnd OB eaefa day In either oT the d . 
be preceded by a roeapiuilattoEi, Id the ftjtta at qi 
iMEarMoC tbe day bttan. 

JlewtTHi; That the onmber of prDfeeenca In tL „ 

anaeed, H aa te boD' aoue projnnlaii to the linely lncn»ed namber of 
bcaBobea, a kaowledn of vbkb Is neecBBary. 1'bla tnoreaiie to bo made In 
addltlao to tboM buHlnt tUnlMl chalra. 

Jt«Mbe(LTbat tbe examlDallon of all the itDdeDlB for Dutrienlatlaa, 
urUohadiDUa them Into th*lBertordaaB,ihallbfi npealrd bcfmi their en- 

oretaa^ritbarbytbeFaoalo.orbyeiainlnersBppciWed 

-•- -ilfoartUyiBieoiMcMeWlbefiitaeaaof 



to them Gh 
Oeb preUi 



■Jtbw i^' tbe Faoalo, orby eia 
porpof*. vha (hall eartUy IB the one caM . ._. 
ly edocMkHi, and In the other to tbeir Improrea 



aodoertUled 

>tv the parpiM b] 

may be loealed. or 



,.. tbe M e u M l l u g 1 

Thaa the Baal anailnatloD ft* ii^iwHoo, IT made by the Fa- 
la tbe preaeaee of each other, and ehonM be vltDFiaFd 

1 1 i..^ .. . ^_ .. 1^ ^^pololod 



« reqoMIe butmrthin. whlofa 
*B,er which bae Dot made — 



)llw bfl rtcot^Leed by the Araerli 

ifa duf 



Ithtr poeaeee a boaMlal <a It* 
with > hoioltal cDDtaiDlH; not 
«ge reoelTlBf refBlar elmleal 



e being liceDaed to pnctlce. 

JteeelMd, That tbegv-eailcd -CollcniCllBica,'' cannot, In uyaaefnl or 
praetle^ aeDaa. be tnoked on aa ItarDlibh^ u adequate ■abaUtat* iDr the 
aUakal teaeblnn reqntred. 

iCHDJH4t. Tbatlbu AaaodatlM rnrard with marked dleapnroTal a prae- 
(iM ofatlA pnTalla with eome of the FacnlUM of Uie Beboola, Til : Of enm- 
inlnff thoae atudonta who an candl«latea for a dofree, befcn tbe eapfaatSoB 
ot the regular eeaaioD. aod while the lectqre* ■» (till Id unctua. 

iteeofead, That the tltlca of the HTcral cbalre Id a aebooL aa UDnnnoed 
In Ita CDiTicDiDm, ongbt to Indicate a teal iMchiniaf tbr braDshea thDarlr- 
toallj proralied tobetufbtaDdi»tb*atsiiaKidraerelylnooaKinnliywl(h 
farther UMn, or to grati^ tbe lempvrory whim of a profeiAor. to have an 
appendaae to the tnie of bh ehair, which In the rcry next year ha n^ 
aMDdoD. and 



^ oaikted eallrely Id tbe Deii 
a, atlaiiblng phyelolagy lo u 
MCkudof IbialrtBUDRDp tl 

Ura aaadon, which la Mill too a 



the wbol* time of the pre 

3 abort for Iti leglllinate poipoan. BUII mi 

ilaleedliic l> the anpendBge of the diKewe nf women i 

— "-ty, ud that of iDfdkal Jnrtipnideaee at oae tiau 

uother to mldwlttr]', at a third to shealRry. 



Daterla medica, at au 

On motion of Dr. McDowkll, of Mi 



tions, and after debate, reported pro g r ew , and asked leave 
to eit again. 

Report of Conumttee on Medical literatare -was referred 
to the Committee on Publication without reading. 

Tbe Committee upon the time and place of next meeliog 
made the following report: That the next meetine of the 
AgHociation take place in Chicago, 111., on the IstTuesday 
in June, 1661. 

They slso ntmunsted for Secretaria Dts. S. G. Hvbbabd, 
of Conn., H. A. Jobhbon, <tf ItL, and the ftdlowing Com- 

Oommt tlu ijf jfrma jeweali ; — Dra. Ditm, Fisia, Da Laaan^Aa- 
DUWL JoiiA^iviin, and Bloododod. 

On Prtt A«iM— S*Bl Bnlnard, III., D. L, Veaalnn, Iowa, M. L. 
LitoD. Mo. JohD Kiaoa, lU A. L MsArthor, IIL 

Oh —i WHj m iSiUfaalMa.— F. e. Bmiih, Pa.. Oanar Wlilar, Pt-B. «. 
Hnbbard, Cona. B. J. Breokearlike, Ey., Ednid HmtAasa, PaTB. W 
Aakew.AoL 

Flaa JVaafdaeC-In the pkaaa if Dr. I.opa, redfaad, B, D. Anott, fl*. 

The Prize Eesay Committee made Iheir report, stating 
that several oommuuicatjuiia had been received, but none 
in their opinion came up to the required standard. 

The rules of order, on motion, being suspended. Dr. Davis, 
of 111., brought forwanl the 3<i resolution which bad been 
offered the day before and laid on the table. After sevenl 
alterations and amendments, it nas adopted aa follows: — 

XeenlHct, That an eM■y^ Tolnnlary oooiiDgRlatlona, and report*, ei- 
ont tboaa at ofloera of the AaeoclatloD^ reperta of -«—<••— — — J'— 
ediicatloD, medical lltentBi*. ud filie eaaaya, ah 
the Aaaodathm, and re' ' '- ■■■ ' - 






tbe appropriate ae 

jwwht^AeythalL _. 

aceomnaaled by an tipreaaloD of 

' of pnGueadoD or not, and tbe Secre 






Ed by the Secreta^ or 



I dedgiiatAd at 

H tbeir aothor^aa"-' 

Dr. Lims A. Satre read a paper on Morbus Cossrius. 
which was referred to the Section on Surgery. Several 
other iqieoial committees which were ^pointed at the last 
meeting to report on various diseases, were called up, and 
tH thoae reports which were not laid over, were referred to 
the several sections. 

Tbe Association adjourned. 

WKDiicflDAT Arresffoon. 

The Convention, in accordance with the reeolatdons of 
Dr. Davis, passed the day previous, adjourned to meet in 
sections. 

TBUBSDAT MOioniTa. 

The Convention was called to order at ft o'clock— Dr. 
WiLBOH Jbwill, v. p., Chairman. 

Dr. AaifOLD, of Qal, in order to bcilitate the transaction 
of business, offered a resolution to the effect, that no mem- 
ber be allowed to qieak, or to read an addreM, which ohonld 
occupy more than ten minutes. Adopted. 

On motion of Dr. Bhattuck, the rules of order were 
suspended, in order to give Dr. Bownrron, the Chairman 
of the CoQiinittee on the Hunter Memorial, an opportuni^ 
to report. Tbe report was referred to the Committee on 
NominaUons. 

The Committee i^ipointed by the Ajoodation to confer 
with the Medical Teachers' Convention, made their report. 
Tbe Chairman, Dr. Shattuck, first read the following reee- 
IntioDs, as sdc^ed by tbe Teadier^ Convention : — 

tat JIs*»ton<,Tbatthalt»dlailColl(fMi*pre*eMedlnlhiaCeBTantlea, 
are wUHDctoadipttherale, If itbemommended by tbe Amerfcan Medi- 
cal Aaeoo&Haa, that arefy oaadMHo 6w iifne tt Doetor of MedlcUie oinit 
preeent ctrtlAeatea of having aaaldDoualy atodled medicine drjrlnf the pe- 
riod of three fnllyeara DDder th* dincttan ottninihrpiactltlann'ormedt- 
«lae, maalaad aa neb by the Amerleaa Uediaal AiawtelOD, who atell 
cartiiyto the aame under Ua dwb baadaodot atteodawie on two >lt 
wane* of medical leetanaia a nidlcal aeboid, reeogniaad a* reaularly or- 
Bidied by the Amerleaa Hefioal Aaaoetutan, wttb an lalemi of at iaat 
Ibree DiODtha batwau the len^natlon of Ibe lint coaree aod tba c«maBe»- 
moDtafthelaet. 

M. Saaetoad, That the medkal oolle«** rapreaaDtad la tbta Conveatloa, 
anwUlbc I* toeparetrtMerof thelTitadeBta.ln*Ueh ekU be ealeeod 
the Dame, tbe an. the period of oonmaBili« medial atodlee. and diphmia 
already naelTad, with lb* Bam* of the «oll^ eoalgrrl^ It, aad (he aame 
of the preceptor. 

M. a*m*nd. That the BiedlMl colleM* repnaaud la thla OoB*entk«. 

.lt„l^.>...l>..j— .|— ^pJ.--f^-AH-j^.1.^..ft.— Ht-t. BnHatl^ 

-_ ^.. — « .1.. _ J — -j^_ ..# -fc. f*»J^|T* ft* (hede^Twi of Doetor In 



IhlDkthMUo 



wraadnatacaUnalTerMlly adopted; bat at the mmi 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



MEDICAL DIARY OP THE WEEK. 






Ill* ruk* ol tba 
[nT«oted. 

TUi tbli Cannalioa tusMll]' neanKieBd tb« Amutmi 
h> idopt Hch nanani u will tettan, tba efficient 
of tba itAndinl of pnllmlnuj educmHon 



pnbeptm will •■• Itut UiidaDU m properlr >applted «tt)i tbtm. 
Dth. fiusteKl, 'nu HiM^Bl CIIdIoI lutrocd^D oooUltuIes i brmhij 

h Madlelne, lUl bg naalnd to bne utttBded ntb tnaVuctiun ngibrlr 
ftr t period of ut 1«h dun fi>nr monthL 

4Ul JtHoJNCL Tlwt the memtien of U>U C^DTcntlan tre tudf to to- 
optnlfl l> UT efforta bf which the Mtantlon of the eommnDltT uul of Ibe^ 
lUDiH Ibiill be oiled to the ImporUoH of the endowiiient of raadkal eid- 
k^Kud pro f aMorehlpc 

. Dr. Shattiiok, on the part of the Connnittee of th« Ano- 
dation, offered the following series of resolutions; — 

itMtlMd. Tliu RU (ke <hrtT(f nodleiiloallemaMnqidnff narfan- 
dlitat«nHthe d«R* of Uootor In MedlclDo. rerUflalea of Btudj' dnrtnf 
the foil period of three j-am under the dlnction of a re)ral»r pracllUoner 
cf meiJlelne, nKognieed bj tb* Amerieui Updial ABeoetetlon, wbn «)mi]1 




femtoMl, TbM Ik* p i nl hwim of vterj medial college ihonld reeom- 
Bl*vd to thclT tnito**. or board of nunuere, th* Adoption of * rale *nlho- 
riilnc them la *]low tbe (tleiiduloe of two or tbm detenlee, from the 
etU* Htdlnl Soelelj, at all alamlDalloDi of candldatci for tbe irgna <tf 
.1.. J—. — . A 1 .. .t..^ delegMeia Tole on the qocKlon of ncom- 

e Mcletr be rffiommcaded to chooee proper 
meeUiw. to atland llw eiunlnitlDn of andldim for 
X aU tbe Bedkal eoUeiM wllbia thali reepeetlT* 



» doetotata, aod acMKl to 



wiii nrt t«eo^l*e ai * rrvclar orfnnua- 
tloH. aaj eoUefte wUch doea net raqnke erldence of anltabJ* [r*llmlaai|r 
edocatiotj fWHn all eppllrabCt for (»]lcflmlo media] InUjiirllDD. 

Suoittd, That we eommend the uee of all proper etforta, t>T which tb* 
attention o/penom of mau and lillenldltpodtion.Be well ae leflalatlT* 
bodlea. Bhalf be dlf«et«d to the prr^etT of endowing neb madleal 
nlleeee, and imraHnblpa Uwna( M aliall b« reoognlKd bj th* AModa- 

Rmotvid, Thai thl* Aaaodatloa reoognla aa a regnlart^ organlied 
Bedtal GoUego, one whIfA hu boon rcpnMitfd at in; niHtllfiK of thli 
Aieoelatloa. asd which ~ oomplla with the preceding nloe end direo- 

Bttaivtd, That thli Aiaoelatteii lassnlH i* rspilv puKtitloiien oT 

ft(ftll*d their riglilt and pilTlleg**, and all membera of BIal« and OniBtj 
Bodetlei. In full Minding. 

On motion the report was rcoeived' uid the resolutions 
taken up Kriatim. The first elidted much discossion and 
waa finulj adapted, with the following amendment by Dr. 
Atlek, as a BubsUtute for the loBt dsiue ; " And do student 
shall attend a second course of lectures, until a year AtU 
hare elapsed since tbe commenoement of tbe 6rat coDfse." 
The last resolution was laid on the table, the remunder 
sdoptAd. The report waa then referred to the Committee 
on Publication. 

The following oommitt«es, to aerre the ensningjear, were 
reported b; the Nominating Committee and accctpt^d: — 

"Uf* ITedfcnl MfJHMn.— Dra ttAm B. HaniTOH, II, T.; 
o, Hd. ; Cua. A. Lu. B. Y.; J. W. C. EI.T, S. L i S. a ULaaa, 



.„ _-a B. T. Joii.a^Va.;Q GCoi,JM.; 

J. O. BaAsanai. Ua. i L. H. Stuhbi, lU. ; and M. A. Puma. Ho. 

The Nominating Committee also'oBered the following 
reeolutiooa : — 

KfHluit. That H be reeomnuidad la lb* dlffiwwt Btataa la «irilM« nb- 
ioliidona of not man than entdoHar each, Avm erer; n^nilarif edoalad 
TArkelaiL All moaer eo oollMCed to b* Ibrwaidrd br th* Chalmaa of tin 
DemmillaliarebTBpipelnted. to the Treanrn'oftballinim Medical Fond 
lalMiteB. 

fianbed, Thai Dra flearr L Bowdllch. Hue. ; Ama Mohtm, MalH; 
Omh* RTwIKfaen, N. H.: Cbaria Clait, VL; 0. I. OolUn. R. L; 
OMm Haokir, Oou. : Bmj D. BnlUijr, S. Y. : Wm. Ehnet. V. J. ; 
Jaa L. AtUa. Puna. : JamaCswper, Del ; C. C, On, Hd. : J. B. UeCaw, 
Va: CwarilaaBoyKD. G; JamaeK. DiokaocM. C; H. fe. Pnal, f " - 
B. D. Arnold. Ga. : John Nott, Ala.; O. A. Nott, La. ; W. Q. Will 
MM*! G4.Pm,Mo.; J.B.LIr'-' " 



k. Fnm,8.i 
.. a. i.u.s i*j *. G. Wll' 
Tub. ; B. J. Brnkanid 



; C A. |■H^ Ho. 1 J. B LllidalaT, Tna. : B. J. Brnkanidn, Kv. 
.. ...KnNelLOUo; A. B. PKaar, HTslilian ; OaMn W*M. Isd. ; PalHcL 
Grot. ilL;D. U lto9n|lii, Hif^J. B. DonMBao. Wl*; D. W. Hand^ 
l^i O. har»r, OaL ;T7a. MaBtataok. Aifc, >. a wgnHtte* to ooU^l 



. A copy of the above reeohitions was directed to be sent 
to the medical schools ihrougbont ihe connby. 

A T«s(rfution was paesed that tbe Anodation gire its seal 
to each medical school in good slAnding, witl) the power of 
reclaiming the same upon sufficient evidence that tbe school 
was DO longer entitleo to its poesesaion. Adjourned. 



Several reports on the Secretan' 
he Committee on Publication with , 

Tbe various papers reptorted from tbe sections « 
tened to the Committee on Publication. 

The Essex Co. Medical Socieiy of the Slate of Hew Jer- 
sey presented the following preamble and resolutions; 

IFAfrvai. The IndlKrlminata Hie of polaoBODi dngi at retail la fran^ 
wttb dinmr to tbe oommanltr ; be !l 
KHOtrid, That In the opinion of tl 

Ebtic anthoiltte; In Ibo dlffircnl tnt 
ri a^ut the i-etalUng of morphia BtjycbnlE 
on the written prearriptlon of a regular pradltl* 
paraonal appUatlon of a well-known dllien — ai 
pointed Id the dUKntit State*, to indeator to a 

The paper waa received and the resolutions adopted. 

The report was referred to the Committee on Publication 
with power. 

I>r. A. N. DouaHERTr, IVom the Committee on Tracheo- 
tomy, reported, and at his own request the report waa re- 
ferred back to tbe committee, with power to complete the 

KesolutioDS tendwing the thanks of the Association to 
the profesRon and citizens of New Haven for their hospi- 
talities were passed, when tha Association at^ouraed. 



id, «&, eietpt 

ct tba ^ilTlt of 



DEATHS. 



Isaacs, Charles R, M.D., Saturday, June 16, at Brooklyn, 

N. Y., aged about 43. 

A biograpbical (sketch will appear in the next number. 

HicBARi>8, Josepb 6 M.D., Senior Assistant Pbysiciaa to 
Bellevue Hospital, N. Y., Monday, June 4. 

Dr. Hicharda waa a native of Oneida County, N. Y. He 
studied his profession with Dr. Guitteau, of Trenton, and 
attended his first course of lectures at the Albany Uedical 
College ■ 8ul>se(}uentiy be attended two courses at the Col- 
lege of Phy»cians and Sui^eons, IroiQ wliicb school he gra- 
duated. He entered Bellevue Hosjiital Oct. 1, 1S39, and 
had jtist commenced his term of service ax Senior ABsistaot 
PhysuMan when he was suddenly attacked with peritonitis, 
the result of perforation of the appendix vermifonnis, of 
which be died altar a short but painM iUueaa, Dr. Kicbards 
was greatly esteemed by bis associates. 
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SmgHj, Dr. WaMoa. balf«aK 1 r. 
etrlo, fir. Elliot, haU-paM 1 p.k. 
F,DlaeaaaaofE7e,iaii. 
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LECTUEE ON CLINICAL SUftGERY. 

DELTPERBD AT THE »BW YORK HOSPITAI. 

WM. H. VAN BUREN, M.D., 



OiNTLtmit:— As I am about to reUnquiah temporarilj 
tie service in which moet of jon have foUowed my public 

^t8 during the put two montht I wirii, in jusUce to 
those of you who have kept notes oi caaea, to complete, as 
&r u possible, the clinical history of several of them which 
than uBual interert ; and I will speak first oi 



the 






NioBoaie o) 



which was the subject of operation on the 3d of last month, 
just three weeks ago yesterday. The patient, Wm. Lim- 
burgh, Ward No. 9, 19 years old, is • liaia laborer, from 
Ihitchess Co. in this State, and, as vou will recollect, was 
attacked four years ago by a paintut inflammation of the 
lower piart of the left thigh, following a sudden check of 
penpiralion by bathing when heated, which confined him 
to bed for several weeks, and terminated by suppuration 
and ulceration, leaving two sinuses near the popliteal apace, 
through both of which, at the time of bis admission to the 
hospital, on the 26th of April, bare bone could be felt by 
tiie probe. His general health, at this time, was good, the 
lower third of the affected femur about double its normal 
size, and he suffered little pain from the disease, except 
after active exercise, when it became inflamed^ and the dis- 
charge from the sinusea increased. In this condition, 
unable to do his share of labor on the farm, he applied for 
relief His disease was reci^nised as necrosis of the femur, 
in which, in consequence of an attack of acute inflammation 
of the shaft of the bone, a portion of it had died, forming 
what is known as a ntquatlrtim, and at the same time, appa- 
rently, the conservative energies of the system, in ordeT to 
preserve the functions of the limb, had thrown around this 
sequestrum a shell of new bone, continuous with the por- 
tion of the femurwhichhadremainedsound. niepresenoe 
of this sequestrum then, in the interior of the newly formed 
shaft — technically known as involucrum — keeping up the 
discharge from the ainuses, constituted his disease, and the 
operation which we performed for its cure consisted, as you 
will remember, in eiposing the involucrum by a free inci- 
sion on the outer side or the thigh, some six inches in 
length, ojiening its cavity lai^ely by several applications of 
the trephine assisted by the mallet and gouge, and with- 
drawing, through the opening thus made, hy means of appro- 
priately shaped forceps, this large and characteristic seques- 
trum which, when whole, was nearly six inches in length, 
and involved pretty much the whole diameter of the ori- 
ginal shaft of the femur. The cavity from which it was 
taken was lined by a soft pulpy membrane which commu- 
nicated a velvety feel to the finder. This cavity, at the 
present time, is nearly filled up. The limb, after the opera- 
tion, was placed upon a doubte'inctined plane, so as to 
Kcure the escape of its contents by a depending outlet, and 
the external wound was left entirely open. The patient 
has notjiad an unpleasant symptom, and is now, as you 
have seen, nearly welL Now this is a typical case of a not 
uncommon disease, occurring in young suWecls, chiefly 
males, from the age of 8 to 20, and generally from a similar 
OMUse, viz : sudden chilling' when heated, such as lying on 
the ground, or bathing immediately after violent exercise. 
Acute inflammation of a bone, and generally one of the long 
bones, takes place, characterized by intense deep-seated pain 
in the part, and severe constitutional symptoms, such as 
An. Mn>. TiMM, Vol. I., No. 2. 



fever, and sometimes delirium. The bones are at this period 
of life exceedingly vascular, their development being yet 
incomplete, and those belonging to the locomotive appara- 
tus — tlie long bones — being most actively employeoTare 
moet liaUe to become the seat of trouble. The bone af- 
fected dies at once, but nature almost simultaneously seta 
about repairing the loss, by tbrowiuK a new ^aft of bon« 
around the portion which has died, in order to save the 
limb, hilt ihM»newly formed bone (the involucmm) often 
encloses the dead portion (the sequestrum) so p^&cUy, 
that it cannot be separated and thrown off by the uoaidea 
efforts of nature, and here is the opportunity for the inter- 
ference of intelligent sui^ry. CaBes of this kind often 
remain uncured for years for the want of an operation 
similar to that performed in this case. The idea is preva- 
lent that they can be safely left to nature, but this is incor- 
rect; it is the surgeon's duty, in such cases, to advise an 
operation, and I will tell you why. A sequestrum such as 
this, and wmilar to these other specimens that you see upon 
the teble from the museum of the Hoepital. tends, under the 
influence of gravity, and the constant motions of the limb^- 
to travel downwards, and to endoDKer, by its cbmigeof posi- 
tion, the integrity of the poplitew artery, and uso of the 
knee joint, by penetrating them by its sharp points, which 
are exceedingly liable to cause ulceration. I know of th« 
case of a medical student who loslhis Ufe by bBmorrbage 
finm perforation of his popliteal artery by a sequestnun 
similar to the one in the case now before you. Ampntadon 
of the thigh was resorted to in the end, but too late, moA ha 
died exhuisted. In a somewhat simitar instance of necro- 
ua, which occurred under my care in Uiis horoitW, the knee- 
joint was perforated by a sequestnun, and it was only t^ 
prompt amputation, above the knee, that tbe patient's UIb 

Uoreoverj as you can now undentand, the limb affected 

by necrosis is often useless, always a source of annoyance, 
and liable to frequently recurring attacks of inflammation, ana 
the sequestrum, as a rule, cannot escape without asaiBtanoe. 
Add to this that the operation is free trom danger, when judi- 
ciously performed, and almost alwaySBucceBsml,aBin this ctMj 
and I tbmk you will agres with me thatit should be adviaed. 
Since the use of anteethetics in snrgery, operatiims for 
necrosis ate much more common tban fori ' 



nore common tban formeriy. 
that of tbe young man, in Ward No. 6, 
from whom we removed the 

EBOBoxnioiu, OK CABnuotKODB Exonona or rB> Fkvus, 

on last Monday weelc The patient, a clerk from Williain»- 
buTgh, 18 years of age, had a hard lump on the outside of 
his right thigh, just above the knee-joint, which bad been 
growing 11 years. It had given him little pain, except 
after walking or running, and seemed to be attached to the 
femur itaeUl In consequence of ite proximity to the knee- 
joint, and its steadily increasing ^ze. I advised its removal, 
and this was readily effected tm'ough an incision involving 
the integuments, fiuda lata and vatbit exttrma musde, by 
which it was covered. We found it growing fh>m the outer 
condyle of the femur^ by a pedicle about an inch in diame- 
ter, which, as you wUl remember, we divided by the chain 
saw. The wound was left open, and the thigh placed upon 
an inclined plane; no unfavorable symptoms have occurred, 
and it is now granulating rq>idly. 

The tumor, which is now before you, is a beautiful speci- 
men of a r«ther rare disease generally known as cartilagi- 
nous exostosis, or perhaps more correctly described as an 
encliondroma, a tumor composed of cartilage, which is un- 
dergoing tbe process of ossification. It is irregularly nodu- 
lar upon its surface, and ses^e, as a botanist would say, 
upon the outer condyle, by a peduncular attachment. The 
peduncle and about one half of the tumor is true iMne, and 
Its nodular surface is invested by a layer, varying from a 
quarter to half an inch in thicluiess, of perfectly normal 
cartilage. The accompanying wood-cuts give a &ir ideaof 
its general aspect, and also ofitB minute *¥**^l?>,*PjIn79 
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from tbe ■ppeamwe presented by delicate aectionB under 
dwmicroKope,bj Dr. Wm. H. fosper, mkroscofHst to the 



^M aaetion repreaented tu taken from the liiie or junction 
between the true bone and its cartilaginoos inreetroent, u 
moc^iMd bj the naked eye, and it shows the gradual coo- 
Tenion of the celtoof the cartilage into theBtniotureofbone, 
Ttrrj much the same «■ is seen in a similar section of a 
child's bone in process of normal ossification from (he tem- 
ponrj cartilBge of which the whole ^eletoo coonala in 
eat^ fcEtal life. 

I'bua it is evident that this tumor is of the benign varietj, 
and we can promise a permanent cure to the patient. ITbe 
eochondroma was first described by Johann Huller, the 
•elebrated professor of anatomy and physiology at Berlin, 
and the best suthoritiea ontheeubject are Pa^ret, Hawkins, 
and Ndaton. These tumors are most generally developed 
upon the phalanges and metacarpal bones, but occasionally 
Blsewhere. Here is a representation of an enchondroma, 
the aiae of an orange, which I removed from the scapula of 
a young woman. It grew from both sides of the bone and 
about a fourth part of it was necessarily removed with the 
tomor; the patient made a good and permanent recovery. 



Osmfiofttion is a frequent, but not a necessary feature in 
these cartilaginous tumor^ and although benkn in charac- 
ter as shown by (heir histological constitution, yet they 
will occadonally return. I have here on the table a huge 
maea of bone, the result of an ossified enchondroma, of 



about twenty yesra' growth, involving the lower half of the 
femur, for which I was obliged to amputate the patient'a 
thigh; he recovered, and several yean later, the disease 
having returned in the remaining half of the femur, and 
canmnggreat pain by preesnte upon the nerves of the stump, 
I removed the bone of the hip-joint, from, which he also 
recovered, but died four years aflerwards in consequence of 
obetruction to the functions of (he rectum and bladder bya 
growdi of similar character, which developed itself in Uie 
o* mnommahiin of the same aide, and invaded the cavity of 
the trae pelvis. An encbondromatous tumor of consider- 
able sise, involving the sympbyvs of the lower jaw, was 
recently removed from a miadle-aged man in this boqutal, 
by my colleague Dr. Parker. 

SiconiARr AmnTATioi' or ms Tnios tbkough thi Lnsu 
Trochaxter roB Coifpomo Fbicturb or Femdr. 
I bring before you, in the next place, tbe boy Hepry 
McPyke, from the same ward, 18 years of age, whose thigh 
was amputated six weeks ago. He fell through a hattSi- 
way on (he 1st of March, a distance of some thirty feet and 
in addition to a bad compound fracture of the right thi^i, 
sustained a comminuted fracture of tbe radius and ulnanear 
the wrist-joint of the same side, and also concussion of the 
brain. His delirium, and exceedingly desperate condition. 
rendered it impossible to keep his fore-arm in epltnts, and 
hence (his fracture, aa you see, has united with consider- 
able deformity. A bed-sore formed over the sacrum, and 
early in April it became evident that, in order to save his 
life, it would be necessary to amputate the thigh above the 
seat of injury. Tou may recollect that the thi^, at the 
point where the operation was performed, was occupied by 
a large sinus, and tliat we performed the circular operation, 
leaving tbe wound open loheal by granulation. Afterwards 
several scales of bone exfoliated from the sacrum, and a 
sinus extended from (he bed-sore upwards benealli the 
lumbar fascia, which was arrested by a counter-opening, 
and since this he haarecovcred rapidly. Both bed-sore and 
stump of thigh are, as you see. now nearly healed, and the 
boy, as is ouen the case in those who have lost a limb, ta 
growing fat. The successful result in this case is more than 
we had a right to hope for, as compound fhiclure of the 
thigh, even when uncomplicated by other injuries, is gene- 
rally a fatal injury, and his recovery Is attributable to the 
eany age of the patient 

Refractusi of thi FEinTR roR Bad Unoir. 
On the 19th of April we refractured thefemur of aBaOw 
whose thigh was broken on board ship in the Mediterranean, 
and who lay in his berth, without surgicul dressing of any 
kind, until his arrival at Uiis port, six weeks aflerwards. It 
was a simple fracture from a fall from a yard-arm upon tha 
deck. It IS an interesting fact that it had united firmly, bo 
that be could use it, after a fashion, in walking, upon his 
arrival at the hospital, but there was shortening of the limb 
to the exlcat of two and a half bchesi, and marked deformity, 
by rotation outwards, of the foot, leg, and lower fragment 
of tlie femur. In other words, the Tracture had united as 
the limb lay upon its outer side, without assistance from 
splint or bandage. Tbis is the result which usually followed 
the plan of treatment advised by the celebrated EngUali 
surgeon, Percival Pott, in the latter part of the last century, 
and it explains tlie limping and shuffling gait, which you 
may occasionally even now observe in patients thus treated. 
There is no mode of surgical treatment advocated by this 
excellent surgeon which has been more satisfactorily in>- 
proved, since his day, than that of fractures of the femur, and 
It is a gratifying reSection that the main feature of thi< 
improved treatment ia of American origin. I refer to the 
emploj^ me nt of adhesive plaster for the purpose of effecting 
eitenwon and counler-ex tension in these fr4icture!, without 

Eain to the patieot, or risk of abrasion or eschar to the limb. 
t was the fear of these evils that !ed ^ott to discard the 
straight splint, and rely upon position, in the treatment of tbe 
fbacturea of the thi^. TUte unproved mode in which tbrae 
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fhictures can now be managed, justifies the perfc 
the eeeminrij unsurgicaJ operation of refractunng bones 
when they nave united with bo much defonnity aa to im- 
pair the function of a limb. The re&acture wa« effected bj 
tlie minplest means, end the compound puHejs applied for 
the purpoae of elongating the limb, and bringing the ends 
of the fragments into coaptation. The straight apparatus 
WM Uien applied, whilst the patient was still amesthetized, 
uid yon bad an opportunity of witnes^g the details of 
the process, and the mode in which the experience of this 
HMf>ital has perfected the application of the adbeeiTe plaster. 
Thii treatment was followed by no unpleasant symptoms, 
and the patient at the present date is is excellent condition, 
and his Umb in good position, with prospect of union with 
leea than half an inch shortening. 

The results of this practice, which has been frequently 
adopted in this hospital, are very satisfactory. Our senior 
surgeoB, Br. Ourdon Buck, who bosemplojeaitinanurober 
of cases, has recorded his experienceina paper published in 
the Transactions of the New York Academy of Uedieine. 
Similar cases occur frequently in seaport towns, and the 
Eurgeon is thus enabled to remedyadeformity which would 
otherwise render the aailor a cripple for life. 



TWO CASES OF 

MORBID GROWTHS OF THE EXTREMITIES.- 

AMPUTATION. 

BY WILLARD PARKER, M.D., 
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Oate. — Mr. Saries, sst 30, by occupation a farmer, large 
and well formed, with do marks of any cachexia, first 
noticed, ^x years ago, a small, hard tumor, rituated in the 
anterior part of the thigh, a little distance above the knee. 
Does not know whether it was then movable or not, but 
aoce that time it h» been rapidly iaceasing in size. It 
has never given much pain, and is not tender. When he 
first came under my notice, a few weeks ago, it extended 
fi«m the knee joint to within four inches of the trochanter 
miyor, and enveloped tbe stuA of the femur; it measured 
thirty-five inches in circumference at its point of greatest 
convexity. The shape of the tumor appeared to be nearly 
ovaL The skin was Iiealthy, though quite tense ; the veins 
OD the surface considerably enlarged ; the tempieraturc of 
the surface much heightened. The tumor was firm and 
resisting to the touch, excepUng at one or two points 
where it had commenced to aoflen, and it was so closely 
•dberent to the bone as to be immovable. 

A.mputatiou was advised, and the patient consenting, it 
was performed on tie afternoon of Thursday, Nov. Kth, 
1858. The operation was attended with profuse hemor- 
rhage (venous), derived principally from the tumor. 
After the operation was concluded and the patient hod 
recovered from his aniesthesia, a dose of McMunn's elixir 
was administered, and itirections left to give brandy through 
.the night as the case might require. The patient bad 
obstinate nausea and vomiting, so as to necessitate the 
administration of brandy with a few drops of the opiate 
- ~ This enema was repeated three times before 



the vomiting was finally controlled bv a mustard dr 
□ the epigastrium : extremities cold tliroughotit the 



.«ht 
, oHcuuui^o u/iu uuioughotit the night; 
inlae exceedingly feeble and frequent; at times running 
up to 170; patient very restless. — 9 a.m., Nov, 26th. More 
quieU pulse 130, and growing fuller; extremides warm. — 9 
P.M. Has vomited several limes through the day,— pulse 125. 
Brandy omitted ; beef-tea and arrow-root to be given from 
time to time through the night — 6 ±.u. Nov. 27lh. Patient 



passed a quiet and comfortable lught — takes his food with 
a reli^ and is eheerfiil and bopefiil, pulse 118 and fuU. 
Convalescence rs^id. 

Scaminaiion of Vm Tumor Ay Dr. W. H. Drapm. — The 
tnmor measured in its greatest drcnmlbrence 3ft inches. 
It extended from the femoro-tibial articulation to within 
four inches of Pouport's ligament ; fbur-Bllhe of the tumor 
were anterior to the bone; the surface was itregularly 
lobulated, the lobes varying in mze from ahidroiy nut to a 
fatal head; the lobes themselves were very finely lobn- 
lated ; the whole presenting the appearance of cauliflower. 
The consistence of the tumw was generally firm and 
elastic ; a few cysts situated superBcially gave evident flue- 
tuation. The tumor was Buirounded by a fibro-cetinlu' 
envetepe, the lobes being separated by strong fibrous septa, 
and the lobules imprisoeed in a firm fibrous stroma. Tbe 
muscles of the thigh were some of them spread out to the 
thinness of the platysma, others lud in the groovea between 
the lobes. Tbe vessels and nerves were channelled throogh 
the substance of the mass. 

The fresh section of tbe tumor presented varied and strik- 
ing appearances. In places the surface was smooth, shining 
opalescent, and mapped into lobules by the intertacing 
fibres. At other points the tJasue was discolored, of a yel- 
low and reddish hue, as if by tbe extravasatitHi (rf blood. 
In other places the consistence was almost gelatiDonB, and 
the fibrous stromft was infiltrated with * colloid matter. 
At several points true ossificatiODS were obMrved. This 
was especia^ marked in the portions new the bone, but 
was also evident at points at a distance trata and having no 
connexion with original osseous structure. Manes of cal- 
cific matter wer« very common in tbe csrtilBginouB lobules. 
In examining one d* the points of softenuig the finger 
penetrated a cavity as large as tiie fist, having softened 
walls and partially filled wiUi a semi-gelatinouB finid. 

The microBCOpiad examination of the tumor presented 
the characteristics so fully described by Mr. Paget as be- 
longing to this variety of growths. Its general stniotDre, 
as might be inferred from the above description, was flbro- 
cartilaginous. The cells — the medium dimemuons of 
which varied from 1-lOOOtii to l-1500th of an inch— -pre- 
sented a gr«it variety of forma. They were free and 
imbedded with more or lees cloeeneee, sometimes in ■ 
homogeneous hyaline structure, and sometimes in a more 
or less delicate fibrous matrix. Tbe tnf^ or radiating 
RmcicuU of fibres described by Paget, were very numerous. 
Many of the cells presented evidence of fctty degeneration. 

According to Mr, Paget the rate of growth of cartila- 
ginous tumoiB varies greaUy. They sometimes increase 
very stowlv, at other timee with rapimty. A case ooeurred 
in St Bartholomew's Hospital, where in the course of three 
months from the first appearance of the tumor it increased 
BO OS to occupy tbe whole length of the femur, and to have 
the circumference of a man's chest The tumor was sup- 
posed to be cancerous, and am[mtation was not deemed 
expedient After death the tumor was found to be cartila- 
ginous. Mr. Paget mentions other cases which attained 
considerable size m tite course of four and eighteen months. 
These form exceptions to the rule that tbe malignant grow 
more rapidly than innocent tumors. He also mentiong 
several cases in which the tnmors attained the circumfer- 
ence of twenty inches and more, and one, in the practioe 
of Sir Philip Crampton, which measured six and a half feet 
in drcumference. 

Rboorriso Fibboid TtmoH or thk Afm— AnpntAnoii at 
TBI SnouutiB-JoiitT. 
dM.— (Notes by Dk. Pikkmit, Senior Asrast) 3. O., 
tet 40, native of Ireland, was admitted to Bellevne Ho^ 
tal. May 29, 1860. The patient gave the following histmj 
of his disease :— Thirteen years ago he fell, striking hu 
arm so severely that for a few days he was unable to use 
it, but he finally recovered completely, as be supposed. The 
following year the arm began to swell; an abscess formed 
on ita external aspect, whidi discbw^ throv^ Mvsnl 
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■nimn naarij two jMn, tin win beoomiog much Bwolleu 
dowa to the tuod. Tlia snuaea At bsnglh healed, and he 
had DO (urtbtir trouble with the arm for tea years. About 
Mgbt DMMiUia ago the lower part of the ana agun began to 
•well is tlM Ttcioity of the elbow, attended with lancinat- 
ii^ paint. Poultkwe were applied to promote suppuratioa, 
it being oonaidered an abaoeas. It coatinuea to grow 
jftoidly uDtil hia admiwioD. 

On eEanuDation it was found to prescDt the following 
*f)pearaDoea : — U extended from the upper third of the 
arm to the opper third of the fore-arm, meoeuritig 27 inches 
in iU fireateat oiicumfererioe, and 12 inches from base to 
apex ; it gave to the touch ou the outside the Ibeliiig of a 
•eim-«olid maaa^ and on the inner aepoct fluctuation wee 
diatinel; the Terns runiUDg over the tomor were Ui)(e and 
well-de&aed. Ou the inner auriace there waa a alight 
abraaion, and al ite moat depending position an ulcer had 
ibnned, thereaultof a slough, three inUieB in diameter. Im- 
mediately above this uker, on the inside of the tumor, there 
was a nodular enlargement, about two inches in diameter, 
OB which the oicstrix of an old ulcer was apparent ; aeversi 
other cicMnoes wm^ detected. The brachial artery could be 
traced over the middle of the tumor; and pulsations were felt 
(oine diataooa. The pulse at the wrist was quite feeble. 
The patient auSered &om night aweate, and hia iiM» iudi- 
oated oonstitutiiNial disturbanoe. 

On oonaultatMO, it was decided to remove the arm at ttte 
■boulder jmnL The operation was performei' June 2d; 
cmvalescenoe waa rapid, and the patient la ifiparuntly re- 
covering his genwal health. 

On ezaminatioQ of the tumor by the microavope, it was 
found to be composed almost entirely of eiceediiigly long 
and narrow cells, which, at £rat sight, might have been 
taken for fibres. Most of these contained a nucleus, although 
in aome it appeared to be wanting. A few free nnclei were 
aJso seen and an abundance of granules, die latter being 
tot lite moat part &ttv. 

The examination left no doubt aa to the nature of the 
tumor. It evidently belonged to a group of morbid 

Erowtha, which have been carefully studied and described 
y Ur. raget and for which be has proposed the name 
"Beourring Fibrtud" — a term which expresaea very well 
thair principal features. Although they resemble fibrous 
tuniMi to UM naked eye, their mintUe structure ia ascer- 
tained by (he nioroaoope to be cellular, the cells being of 
Tarious ihapea, but always very narrow in proportion to 
their length, and often terminating in long, single or double 
filamentous prooessea. The term "Recurring" has been 
applied to Iheae tumors on acoount of their proneness to 
retom after removal, and, in this renpect, they agree with 
tnie oanoerotia growtha. Their minute atmctn re, however, 
ia entirely unlike that of cancer, and their physiological 
resemblance is incomplete ; for although, tike cancerous 
lumon^ they are liable to return after removal, ^cl they 
«xhibit no tendency to affect either the lymphatic glands, 
or the intomal organs. Tliey also differ from 



A CASE OF 

POISONING BY EATING THE SEEDS OF THE 

DATURA STRAMONIUM.— RECOVERY. 

BY JOHN a JOHNSON, U.D., 

On Tuesday evening the 27th of September, ISiJO, I waa 
called to see a child, apaticnt of Dr. Marviu'K, who bad been 
poiaoped by eating the green seeds of tlie Datura Stramo- 
nium. The boy, a lad ofsevcn years, had been playing that 
afUmooa on the Heights with some of his fellows, who 
toU him that the seeds of this plant were good to eat, when 



he picked the burrs, and, cruahjng them, ate the seeds of 
several. The precise amount eaten could not be ascer- 
t^ced. He returned home about five o'clock, and inquired 
of bis mother what they were to have for lea. She noticed 
there was Bome besitation in his qteech, and that hia face 
was flushed. As it wss aome two hours before dinner, she 
gave him an apple to eat As he divided it, ahe noticed a 
peculiar twitching of his fingers, and as he handed hia 
mother a portion there was a movement of his hands like 
a patient with chorea. On biting the i^ple, which was 
quito juicy, he said it was dry like flour, and that it hurt 
his throat ; he threw it aside, and lay down on the lounge. 
His mother inquired if he was sick, and he replied in tones 
so loud and violent that it startled her. As the twitching 
increased, ahe lifted him up to get him up staire, when ahe 
found he staggered so as to be hardly able to walk, and in 
passing throu^ the door fell agiunst it. Dr. Marvin waa 
called, who directed an emetic immediately, and requested 
me to attend, oa he waa unweU. I first saw the child at seven 
o'clock, about two hours and a half after he had eaten 
the seeds of (he Btramonium. He was then tossing vio- 
lently in his father's arms, with a apasmodic twitchmg of 
the Lands Uke a diild agitated ana suO'ering from chorea. 
Tlie pupl of the eye was enormously dilated, more so than 
I have ever seen from the fiill action of beUadonna; the 
face, and especially the moulh, was much swolleD ; be was 
perfectly bimd, the full flash of the gas failing to produce 
the alighleat contraction of Uie pupU. There were such 
violent movements of the hands and subsultus tondinum 
that it was impossible to count the pulse. The heart's 
action was feeble, but not increased in frequency. There 
was no perspiration on any part of the body. The feet and 
whole lower extremities were cold and pahued, and huug 
powerless over the father's 1^, in marked contraat to the 
rest of the body, which was ao much agitated. 

There had been aome emeaia from the emetics already 
given, but not free; a tableapoonful of mustard and an- 
other of aalt were mimediately mixed with warm water, 
and presMUg the tongue strongly down, I attempted to 
make the child swallow it; conaderable difficulty, however, 
waa found in deglutition, and such severe aymptoms of 
strangulation supervened, that the parents would not allow 
me to repeat my endeavors to make the child swallow. 
Sut most of the mustard was, however, forced dow 
we soon hod the pleasure of seeing free vomiting; 
amount of food was throvra off Irom the atomadu. 
aeeda of the Stramonium much swollen, so as to appear 
nearly the size of tomato seeds. As there had be^ no 
action of the bowels, a strong soapsada enema was mI- 
miniatered aa a derivant and to unload the bowela. The 
child seemed now to be going into convuIsitHiB, and his 
head was immediately placed under the cold diower bath, 
while hia body reclined in warm water, as the coldness 
of the limbs had increaaed. Strong coffee was also forced 
down, though with great difficulty, as the child seemed to 
choke at every attompt to ewallow. 

9 P.M.— The child naa had no convulaion, is picking at 
imaginary bodies in the air, and baa a violent maniacal 
action ; cannot articulate, but the worda he attempts are 
loud and harsh ; the tmpil of the eye is extremely dilated, 
and does not lespona m Uie alightest degree to the li^t ; 
the coldness of the extremitiea and loss or power marked ; 
coffee is continued. 

10 P.M. — The child hears aonnds more distinctly. His 
broUier played upon the guitar, and aang a favoritet 
tune; boy noticed the music, but turned in an uncertain 
manner towards him ; attempts to sing, but cannot ; is very 
violent in the attempt to articulate ; inrolontaiy movements 
of his hands continue ; his pupils still dilated ; the extremi- 
ties cold and palsied. The coffee is to be continued. 

5 A.M. — Pupil still enormously dilated ; patient perfectly 
blind ; hearing good ; cannot tell whether the gas la lighted 
or not : the pupil does not contract in the uigbtest from 
the fiill ^are of the light on it; the Umbe are atill pam- 
lysed; some improvement in his^ieeph; can nowiarfioa- 
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The bowels now moved for the first time since eating the 
seeds, more than twelve bours ago; chorsic moTement of 
the hands still continued ; as he vomited every time the 
coFTee wm administered it wbs mispended 

7 A.M. — The sweffine of the face subsiding; the twitch- 
ing of the fingers connnues- the pupil \k dilated as before, 
and the t^d cannot t^ whether the light is burning or 
not, though his face is turned to the ^-light ; there is now 
a more distinct utterance, but the voice continues loud ; he 
has no power over his limbs. 

Thursday Morning. — The pupil does not respond to the 
light, though it ia now forty hours after taking Oie stramo- 
mum ; the twitching of his fingers is much less, and he baa 
considerable fever; ne still picks at imaginary objects. 

Friday Morning. — ^The pupil responds better to the light, 
and the child eeea more distinct!; ; tlie brilliancy of the 
eye is less marked- power of the legs is restored; he wishes 
hia playthings, and haa more desire for food. 

Saiarday Morning. — The pupil responds well to-the light, 
though not perfectly. There is some redness of the fiiuces 
still remaining, and the child is miusuaUy nervous. In order 
to give tone to the system the iodide of iron was prescribed. 

The points of interest in the case were; lat, the longeon- 
tinnance of the dilatatJon of the pupils, vis. from Tuesday 
eTenIng to Friday morning, and they were not fully restorM 
nntil Saturday; 2, the picking at imaginai^ objects, and 
choruc movements of the upper extremities in marked 
contrast to the coldneas and loss of motion in the lower 
extremities ; 3, the absence of perspiration, and torptor of 
the bowels ; 4, the remarkable expression of the voice, 
being load and violent, and his maniacal actions as the 
effects of the poison supervened, uid as they passed away. 



A CASE OF POPLITEAL 

ANEURISM SUC0E8SFULLY TREATED BY 

PRESSURE APPLIED IN A NOVEL MANNER. 

BY T. OLARKSON MOFFAT, M.D. 



The treatment of aneurism by compression is deservedly 
held in increasing estimation among sure;eons aa compared 
with an other methods hitherto employecL Involving little 
ornorisk tolifeit is certainly, wherever practicable, worthy 
of the most &ithful trial, and if unsuccessful, the chances of 
effecting a cure by the other plans which have been devised, 
are still as good as before. Any accession to our present 
stock of information as to the best and easiest mode of 



3t but be eageriy son^t by every surgeon. 

accomplished the obliteration of a large aneurismal tumor 
of the po[diteal artery by a aomewhat novel eantdvance, I 
will report the plan in detail, that it may be made tributary 
in some small aegree to the general interests of science and 
humanity. 

The puUished case of Dr. Foiintain of Davenport Iowa, 
in a recent number of ti>e Kew York Journal of Mtdidne, 
suggested the method employed, and to that gentleman I 
cheerfully acknowledge my indebtedness. Nothing can 
exceed in drnplicity the contrivance which Dr. F. made use 
of in the treatment of his case — nor does it detract from the 
value (^ the invention that it was readily suggested to his 
mind by the position in which he found his patient. The 
following detaOs of the cas^ which I am about to describe 
•re gathered from notes taken at the time. 

On the 22d of March, there came to the Seaman's Re- 
treat, a colored man — a sailor by profession, a native of 
Pennsylvania, u^d 51 years. He nad arrived from Cal- 
cutta in the previous month, and came to the hospital for the 
cure of rheumatianij with which he had been considerably 
afBicted for about eight months. He complained chiefly of 



the right knee-joint, which, he said, was very much swollen, 
especially behind, and lor which he had been using a variety 
of remedies, bodi internally and locally. He bad followed 
tiie sea for a great many years, and had been addicted to 
most of the vices which are common among men of hts 
class. Bis complexion was that of a dark mtilatto. He 
was abont five feet ten in^es in height, tbiA wt, broad 
shouldered, and weighed abant 180 pounds. The affec- 
tion of the knee-joint was of about ux nuBiths' standing — 
beginning first as a small tumor between the hamstrings, 
and gradually increasing without occasioning much incon- 
venience except stiffness. He attributed the diffictJty to a 
wrench in lifting, at which time he experienced a sensa- 
tion as of something giving way. He was found, on care- 
ful ezamioation, to have a pulsating tumor in the ri^t 
popliteal space, of the dze of a large orange. On consult- 
ing with Dr. Isaacs, of Brooklyn, it was decided not to 
ligate the femoral on account of suspected atheromatous 
disease, but to try first tlio eRect of compression aa devised 
and succeesfiilly practised by Dr. Fountain. In a few mi- 
nutes, with the aid of a carpenter we erected a structure 
consisting of a stick of timber about four inches in thickness 
by eight in widi — one end of which was secured to the 
top of an upright post of the same dimension. This post 
was fastened firmly to the floor, and la^ed to the iron cross- 
bar at the head of'^the bed. It was about six feet in height, 
and bevelled at the top to receive the stick first named; 
these were firmly nailed together. The large piece of tim- 
ber about twelve feet in length rested at the lower end 
upon a strong table, placed at tiie foot of the bed, thus form- 
ing an inohnod plane over the bedstead placed lengthwise 
undemeaLh it. The patient was then placed upon the bed 
in the supine position, with his leg slightly flexed — some- 
what everted — wrapped in thick layers of cotton, and placed 
in a long fracture-box : a compress made of adheave plas- 
ter wound tightly into a roll, about an inch in length, and 
three-eighths of an inch in diameter, was then placed upon 
the femoral at the inferior angle of Scarpa's space. Upon 
this reeled the lower end of a perpendicular piece of wood 
about an inch square, the upper end of which was bevelled 
lo meet the inclined plane before described. 

The pressure was commenced at eight iti the monung. 
The degree of pressure was regulated by drawing the upper 
end of the perpendicular down the mclined plane, to a 
greater or less extent aa might be retjuired. The hand 
of the operator was kept upon the stick, and thus ee- 
cured an equable preasure, even though the patient moved 
his limb, as he sometimes did a very little. A second com- 
press and upright were placed over the artery as it crosses 
the horizontal ramus of the pubes, and when the pain frwm 
pressure in one was too great to be borne comfbrtably the 
other was used, and thus alternately compression was kept 
up until five in the evening, when pulsation could be no 
longer felt in the tumor. 

The patient complained but little for the flrst two hours. 
Three doses of opium were given, which gave him so much 
ease that he slept somewhat before the operation was com- 
pleted. Moderate compression was kept up for eight hour* 
longer, after wliich the patient was kept for several days 
quietly upon his bed. The tumor, « first very hard and 
dighUy fender, gradually diminished m uce ; his leg and 
foot, in which he had experienced benumbing and prickling 
Bensations, gradually regwned their natural feetoig, and 
on the 20th of April following be left the Institution per^ 
foctly free from any trouble or the joint — with only a small 
wahiut«zed tomor in the pofditea] tfiacA. We have had 
no tidings of him sinoe. 

The ^t»i. aJBopUcity of this plan of aom|rcaHon, whMb 
is always availaSa, must be palpahle to every one. Ttat 
it is fcr msar for the patienl, and ttnipeakaUy more to for. 
the operator, catmot be qoe*ti(»ed. It wooM •!*> J^^ 
reasonable to infer fliat the comprMiiOT ''^, ""LT™* 
one point, is more nnifonn and ccstam «"«> om yet been 
secured by any otbi* method. 

inv.iC% -Kwnxkt, 8iiv-i te^ws"** * "" 
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NEW YORK HOSPITAL. 

CoitroaicB FRicnrKc or Fibdu — G-akgsui£— Avputatioii 

or TvioH. 

[Bijmtad b^ ALHAimnT, Bii,t,H.D., EttUeat Bortnn.] 
A TOCMa Qerman was admitted, June Qth, Buffering fVom a 
compound fracture of the fibula or left leg, together with ei- 
tenitive lacerations of the soft piarta. Tlie accident occurred 
twenty-four hours prior to admission, and was caused by the 
crowdjn([ together of two rail-cars. As soon as the injury 
was received the lacerations were brought together by a 
contJauoua suture, and the limb tightly bandaged at the 
seal of injury to reatrain liemorrha^e. There waa found, 
on adnuBSion, ■ compouad fracture oi the fibula, about two 
inches below the head of the bone. The foot and teg below 
Uie bandage were much discolored and Tery cold, there waa 
no pulMtion in either of the tibial arteries, and emphysema 
was present over nearly the whole leg. The tlugb waa 
aomewhat Swollen and contused. The bandage and autures 
were at once removed, the limb waa swathed in flannel 
saturated with warm turpentine, and internal atimulanta 
were given. The attending surgeon, Dr. Watson, was sent 
for, and on arrival detennmed to await further develop- 
On the day following the existence of gangrene of the 
leg was nnmiatakable. The odor became very offensive, 
and the emphysema was fitst extending up the thigh. A 
consultation was called at 2 p. u., when it waa deci- 
ded to amputate through the lower third of the thigh. 
The patient was brought under the influence of ether, and 
the operation performed by Dr. Watson. Very little blood 
waa lost. The stump was then dressed as follows: — aroller 
bandage was applied from above downwards to expel the 
wr, which had inhltrated the cellular tissue - the edges of 
tlie wound were tlien closely approximated by strips of 
adhesive plaster, and water dressings applied. After the 
operation the pulse was 120 and feeble. As soon as the 
effect of the ether had passed off J as brandy waa given 
with 3oL solpb. Uagend. gtt xv., and stimulants ordered 
to be repeated as occafflOn required. 

The patient progressed favorably until the fourth day 
after the operation, when he had a ^ight attack of delirium, 
which, however, subuded after the admin istJ'ation of an 
anodyne. The dressings were removed at this tjme for the 
first, when the face of the stump was found to be slightly 
sloughy. The pulse ranged from 120 to 130 per minute. 
In uie course of the nest three or four days an abscess 
formed in the left groin, and was opened. Nothing worthy 
of note occurred until the 21st, the eleventh day after the 
operation, when the patient was seized with a chill lasting 
an hour, and at night had a furious attack of dehrium. 
These symptoms were repeated for the next three or four 
days, at the end of which time death took place. 

At ths autopsy, made twenty-four hours after death, pu- 
rulent matter waa detected intermingled with the clot in the 
external aaphena vein. The internal coat of that vein, and 
the others in the vicinity, gave evidences of inflammation 
as high up OS the external iliac. 

AouTi UENiHOrris — Eicovbrt. 

(Blurted br Joa C Aobumi. UD., Builor AaXMuk] 

Alexander McC , aged 25, a native of Ireland, waa 

admitted in the servioe of Dr. Griacom on the llth of 
April ^le pUient at the time was deiiriaus, and of courae 
unable to give any aooount of himaelC Lying upon the 
bed he wodd r«(l his head uneatdly to and fro upon the 

S'Uow. His fluw was flashed, and there was considersble 
brile action present, the pulse b^ng 130 per minute. The 
pupils were wideEy dilated but regular, the eonjunotivn 
were mudk congeated, and besidet there waa a tendency to 



, with more or less constant ndling of the eye- 
balls. The surface of the tongue waa dr; and brown, with 
Bordeg upon the teeth and tips. The re^nration was oooa- 
sionally sighing. He hod some jactitation of the body, witli 
more or lees rigidity of the miisdes of the lower extremi- 
ties. No petechia were noticed upon his abdomen. The 
previous histonr of the case, as lar as it could be ascertained 
mm his friends, vae in BubBtauce this; — The patient had 
always been temperate in hia habits, and was not known la 
have received any injury of the head that could have g^vea 
rise to the symptoms described. About two days before 
admission, without any apparent cause he was seized with. 
a headoche, which in tlie course of Uie day following be- 
came very violent in its character, and was attended with 
vomiting. Dehrium came on that night, and increasing^ ia 
intensity, he became uneonacioua the following day. Va- 
rious domestic remedies were resorted to, but with no good 
eCfectt On admission into the hospital the diagnosis made 
waa acute meningitis. A lo^ blister was ordered to the 
back of the neck, together with the internal adroiniBtration 
of calomel in doses of two trains every two hours. In due 
time the blister established a raw surface. The next day 
tjie qrmptoms of the disease were much more severe Uian 
before, and the pulse was 112 and very compres«bl& A 
bhster was (^pQed behind each ear. A alight amount of 
ptyatism haviiig been produced, the use of the calomel waa 
suspended. That same evening a disjposition to somnolency 
showing itself) about three ounces of blood were token by 
cups from each temple, and a turpentine injection was 
administered. On the following day, being the third after 
his admisMon, a marked change lor the better showed itsei£ 
The jactitation and deUrium, which before were very blens& 
subsided almost entirely, the tongue became moist and 
showed a clean tip and edgc« ; the temperature of the bead 
and general surface was moderated ; the pulse was 72, and 
there was shown enou^ intelligence to protrude the tongue 
when asked so to do. The turpentine had operated very 
freely, Immediately after ceasing the administration of 
calomel ten grains of iod. potash were given every »x hours. 
The use irfthis remedy was continued for four or five days, 
the dose, however, being decreased one-half towards Uie 
last. The remaining history of the disease can be summed 
up in a few words. The delirium, after a day or two, only 
showed itself at night and it was not long before it disap- 
peared altogether. The intellect became gradually brighter 
and brighter, his pulse ftill. regular, and natural, so that at 
the end of the seventeenth day uter admission, and the 
nineteenth day from the first aymptom of the disease, the 
patient was discharged perfeclJy cured. 



BELLEVUE HOSPITAL. 

Thkei Cans OF BtotauuMmm FBAOrtms. 

Fraotitres of the bones, from slight or tririal causes, 
generally called spontaneous fractures, are of such infre- 
quent occurrence lliat they are always objects of much inte- 
rest That they depend upon some abnormal condition of 
the oKSeous system induced by a conetituticmal cachexia is 
well established. In most instances this predisposing cause 
is ea^ly traced, while in others it ia much more obecure. 
The following diseases) which impress upon the system a 
new condition, are supposed to render the bones very liable 
to fracture, viz. rachitis, scurvy, gout, cancer, and syphilis. 
Of these affections rickets and cancer, without doubt, have 
Uie most decided influence upon the fragility of the bones. 
It ie also true that fractures from slight causes occasionally 
occur without any apparent cachexia; in theac cases local 
affectiona of the bones are otU'n detected, but in other 
instances the predisposing causes are so obscure as to remain 
undetected. We have recently met in this hospital with 
three cases of what may be caljed spontaneous fracture. 
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NURSERY AND CHILD'S HOSPITAL 



The first wm the result of the caooeraua cachexia. The 
patient iraa » female who hod submitted to the removal of 
uer right breast about five months before on account of a 
cancerous growth. She was about forty-five years of age, 
of robust appearance, sjid had idwaya enjoyed good hcalu; 
the tumor was auiall and perfectly mov^le; the wound 
healed kindly, lod remuoea perfectly sound G^ about four 
moaths, when small nodular masses formed along (lie cica- 
trix. Several weeks after entering the hospital, in at(«mpt- 
ing to get into bed she leaned upon ber left arm, which 
fractuied near the middle of the os brachil A few days 
later, in geltingoulof bed, her l^thigh rested upon theside, 
the foot hanging to the floor, when the fem<v also yielded 
n«Br the middle. She now tailed rapidly, and died at the 
end of a month. No autopsy was coade. 

In diia case the proper dressings were applied, but there 
WIS no union of bones. 

The second ease is still in the hospital (Ward 7), and the 
beatmMit has been attended with as good reaolls as that o> 
fractures which haTe no prediAtoHing cause, lite history 
is token from the notes of Dr. De Kc«sbt, Junior Assial. to 
the Second Surgical Dirisioo — O. R tel. 33; good con- 
etitntion, temperate habit^ has suffered frcim neiUier syphi- 
lis nor Bcrofijui, though he. has a large, dark cicatrix upon 
the letl ankle, ooraplaina only of riieumatic pains in hia 
bones. May 21. — In attempting to pull off hu boot from 
the right foot the leg slightly twisted, when he suddenly felt 
the thigh yield and heard a sniip, but experienced no pain. 
On entering the hospital the fixture was readily detected 
a htUe bdow the trochanter. The atraight splint was ap~ 
plied, and not removed until the end of six weftka, when the 
fractore was found hrmly oonaolidated with about an inch 
abortening. 

In the first of these cases there can be no doubt that 
cancer was the predisposing cause of fracture, and of neces- 
n^ SD mi&Torable prognosis was given. The&ilureof the 
bones to nnite in these cases depends upon the caDcerous 
d^eneration of the &^ment& In the Moond case, if we 
exclude syphilis, the evidences of which are noticeable, the 
cause is much more obscure. We must then refer it to that 
dass of cases mentioned by Ualgaigne, where there is local 
kdammaCion of tlie osseous tissue. He says — "I de«gnate 
generally by 
i by the patient to a previous ctMituson, 
or to an attack of rheumatism; these are rarely severe 
enough to excile general reaction, and attract little attention, 
until at last, by slight violence, a fracture is caused at their 
seaL" Thesncceeaiiilresnltsof tieaCraent in this case prove 
the importance of care in the application of dressings in 
those caaes where the cause is imscure. In cases where 
the constitution is at fault, much may be done by propw 
internal remedies towards removing the existing evil. 



NURSKRY AND CHILD'S HOSPITAL 
Spm;r— (EsoPHAOrns. 

y. W. was admitted (service of Dr. Qio, A-Petebs) 

June lllh, 1859, from the Children's Aid Society, st the 
a^ of ei^teen days. At the time of admission he had 
diarrhoea and corysa, his mouth was covered with eprae, and 
he was much emaciated. He was placed with a wet- 
nurse and tite diMrhcea somewhat abated, but the cotysa 
add sprue remained, (^p^r-colored spots were disco- 
vered around the onue and inside the thighs; he gradually 
Uled, and died of asthenia on the 24th of June. 

AtOopty — 20 hovtn after <kaOi. — Body greatly emaciated ; 
(lie patobea of qnve were found in tlie lanoes and in the 
osKffibagus, to within half an inch of the stomach; the 
whole extent of the <ssoplu^us was of a dork red color, 
evidently inflamed, the infiommation. terminating abruptly 
at the stomach; the ccsophagus was still lined by its large 
pavement epitheUa, as shown by tJie microscope ; stomach 



healthy ; the intestines were not carefully examined, but 
their external (^pearance did not indicate disease; mesen- 
teric glands enlarged, and somewhat indurated; Inngsi 
heart, and livertoatlanpearancehealtJiy; tiie other viscera 
were not examined ; tJie paUA of sprue nearest the stomach 
was examined under the microsoo>pe and found to contain 
the branches and ntorules of the oidtum albicans ; the hepa- 
tic cells cout^ned len than the usual amount of oil ^obulea. 



TfiBKi Cisn or PLEUKo-PiiEDNOiriA wrra Pdlmokxbt 



The last number of the Hkdical Times oontuned the 
records of two cases of pleuro-pneumonia accompanied by 
small pulmonary abecesses. The three following cases, in 
which the same lesions were found, render it probable that 
such abscesses are not of rare occurrence in the pneumonia 
of infancy. Sometimes, perhaps commonly, the purulent 
collection is connected with a bronchial tube, and if, in 
addition, it open into Uie pleural cavity, pneumo-thorax 
and coDwse of the healthy hmg tissue may immediately 
ensue. It is probable that sud(fen exacerbation of symp- 
toms, and even sudden death, sometimes occm' from this 

Crae 1, (Under the care of Dr. Qko. A. Pettm^- 

J. C , fct four months, was admjtt«d Jane 19, IroS, 

with his mother, who nursed him. His health at first 
was good, but on the 8th of July and 4tfa of August he 
had attacks of dysentery, which were relieved. Aboot the 
time of the last attack, he was noticed to have a slight 
cough, and a mild expectorant was ordered. Afler this 
nothing occurred to attract attention to his case tiH August 
25th. when bis breathing became suddenly much oppressed, 
and nis face pallid. Upon examining the chest, the right 
side was found healthy, but on the left, in the infra-scapular 
region, tiiere was dulness on percusa< >n, with distinct bronr 
chial respiration. He was treated with squills, ipecac, and 
Bonguinaria. with the local use of Hoche'a embrocation and 
the oiled-dlk jacket, but he continued to sink, and died 
August 30th. 

Antopty.—BJsht lung and pleura healthy; left pleural 
cavity eontaineda turbid serous eiueionwitb dots of blood; 
near the middle of the lower lobe was a small opening, 
opparenUy produced by nlceratJoD, tiiroogb i^idi a prom 
oould be easUy passed ; (he hmg a<Hacent to this opeBm|> 
was consolidated ; in the liver were found rather more tkan 
tiie usual nntnber of oil globslea; kidneys beohhy ; intet- 
tioes not examined. 

Com 2. (Under the care rfDr. Oto. T. Eiuor.)— J. H , 

four months old, and previonshr bealtby, with oie ezcc^ttkni 
of an attack of impetigo, of wUcb be -was cared, vas seised 
wHb a oongh Deo. 20, 1868, atteaded by febrile tpoptoae. 
No disease of (he cbeet was detected; tonsils somewhat in- 
flamed. Dec. 22d. — Feverish ; countenance anziouB : respi- 
ration hurried, painfiil, and accompanied by an ex|nMtoi7 
moan; dulness detected at the hue of tbe rig^t Ituig and 
pleuro-pneumonia diagnosticated. Dea 23d. — Dulness m^ 
toially increased, extending to the angle ol the scapnla; 
Bub-CTMiitaDt rAle heard over site of dulness. De& 24tl^~ 
Died smce (he last record. Tbe treatment has consisted in 
the use of Dover's powder, syr. of squills, and sjr. ipecac, 
with counter-irritation and the oited-ailk jacket 

Atdopiy. — Right lung adherent anteriorly to the rflxL 
and about Jiiiss ot aero-purulent fluid in the right [rfenral 
cavity, the lower lobe on the same side non-ciepitant, and 
presenting the characteristics of pneumonia, both to the 
naked eye and under the microscope; under the pleural 
covering of this lobe were several wlrite points not larger 
than a pea. containing pus. On attempting to inflate this 
lobe, the air escaped from two or three perforations which 
appeaj«d to have oommnnicated with small abscesses; other 
organs healthy. 

Que 3. (Under the care of Dr. Wii. W. Joir»)-J. D— ^ 
aged four and a half months, admitted on the 1st of Feb. ; 
enjoyed good bet^th from the time of admiewon to the 
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36tl) or Uarch ; on the evening of tbis day was fretful, uid 
reAised to anrae. Castor oil with % oanniiiMiv* -was admi- 
nistered, and after the operatioo of the oil he appeared im- 
BTOTed. Uaich 29th. — Previooa mnptoms returned, but 
became more quiet after a wonn b>^ Jiareb 30th. — Head 
tlurown back, Teqaration stighlJj' labored, tboogh not mnch 
accelerated ; bronchitis detected on exainuiation. Uarch 
Slst, — Symptoms theBsnie; an exiieotorsDt was ordered, 
wiUi the oJed-eilk jacket, and with counter-irritation by 
liniment sapo. comp. April 1st. — This ^temoon had 
■enral mild but well marked conrulsions; difficulty of 
lespiration much increased, the bead extended, and the 
eyes turned upwards, jipril 2d. — Sub-crepitant rales 
lieard over the inferior portion of both lungs poBt«d- 
oriy ; pulae 135 ; resp. 60, and labored - eyes constantly 
faimea upwards, refuses the breast April 3d. — MouQi and 
tongue or^ and red. April 4th. — Respiration frequent and 
labored; mTra-munmary depression marked on inapiraUon; 
pulse 160, small and weak- stimulants freely given. Afnil 
oth. — Respiration extremely difficult; a fine sub-crepitant, 
almost crepitant, r&le heard over the lower portion of both 
lungs: well-marked dalaeas on percussion in the left in&a- 
BCMuIar region, April 8tb,— Died to-day. 

A.-atop*y "five hcwt after dealh. — Lower part of both lungs 
adherent to tbe ribs, by flbrinous exudauon, but easily de- 
tached ; a considerable portion of the lower lobe on the lefi 
side of s dark-red color, and scarcely crepitaut ; on iosufBa- 
tion, the sir escaped through an opening scarcely larger than 
a knitting needle in the posterior surface of this lobe ; the 
opening communicated with a very small cavity, apparently 
ue site of an abscess ; the lung substance adjacent to this 
cavity almost difduent, but of uie same dark-red color with 
the more solid part; a portion of the lower lobe of the 
right lung was of a dark-red color, and feebly crepitant, and 
tlie ur escq»ed from an opening in it not larger than that 
on the left nde. The lung substance around the cavity in 
the lower lobe on tbe left aid& was found to contain pus 
and exudation corpuscles, in addition to the nonnal cells. 



Tn Armt HEnioii, Boabd. — Tlie Army Medical Board of 
XxaminaUoD was coovened in New York on the Srst of 
Uay for the pnrpoM of ^Lamining Assistant Su^;eons for 
proiDotion, and such candidates desirous of appointment 
•■ diould prasent themselves. The board consisted of Sur- 
geon Clement A. Finley, Surgeon Charles UcDougall, and 
Burgeon John U. Cuyler, AssL Surgeon John F. HAmmood, 
BMOrder. The rigid severity, and impartiality of these 
•xaminfttiont areweU known' andtiiefiictof having passed 
•neb an omleal is mwe priied by young mediosl taen tima 
Ike poewMioa of a score of odl^^e diplomas. It is but aa 
Mt of justice to these boards of examination to slate that 
so well are their duties performed in selecting a proper dass 
of young men fbr army raedk»l servioe, that tbe coipa 
lot only stands high in public estimation, but is ackuow- 
leged by the other officera of tiie army to be Moond to no 
other in the service. 



Hsw York Pniacn AssooiATioit. — The New York Prison 
Ajsodation, a chartered oreanizatioo, intended especially 
to wstcb over tbe interests of prisoners, discharged convicts, 
■lUfiected persons, and others mvolred in criminal relations, 
pesents a report, which shows that during tiie year 1859, 
6,740 persons were visited in our cit; prisoas. As many 
•e 532 complaints, whidi, on examination, were found 
ftivolons, have been abandoned by its advice, and 551 per- 
sons distdisiged from custody, who were young and iuex- 
perienoed. Of such cases 679 have been supplied with 
money and other means, and aided to go to the country or 
gel «nploymeni. 



TKSUS or T&K UOBlOiS MXDIOAI. 'nMB& 
TbtM l>olI>n ft 7«r, pofabU in admmte^ ■lufla inutib«r. tvn i 
■«* T^fl pabllibm mpectfallj Icdnuta, In ord« to hv* ttimtlt 
malHuH mut KconiiMn; w ordar for lb* JranwL 
ADTSBTISEUENTS :— 
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a BroKlnr. H' T." BAILLIKKE BBOTHKBj^ 
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SATURDAY, JULY 14, 1860. 



THE LATE CHARIJS £. ISAACS, U.D. 
"Dbath loves a shining mark," and among the well filled 
ranks of the medical profession in New York and Brook^rn, 
thM« probably is not a name more oniversally respected 
sad beloved than that of the lamented Dr. Isaacs, and it 
may safely be said that the place and services of none could 
be more generally missed. Though he had long suffered 
from the consequences of the malarioui and camp expo- 
sures of miUtarj life, which indirectly induced his fttal iU- 
nees, tturt last sickness, and bis death, were comparslivety 
sudden and unexpected. 

As the entire profession in our dties, and thousands of 
medical men who have been his pi^iils or readers, will feel 
his premature toss as a bereavement to our profeesicHi, we 
have prepared lor our readers the following brief ^ettb of 
his life and character. 

Cras. Edward Isaacs, M.D., was bom at Bedford, West- 
cheater county, N. Y., on the 24tli of June, 1811. His father 
was a mercbaot and farmer. The family conusted of three 
sons and one daughter, Charles being the youngesl H« 
went to the parish school, where he stiidied the dsssica; 
and at the age of twelve he could read with &cihty the 
Greek Testament He early evinced marked preferences 
for the natoral sciences. The anat^nny of insects and the 
lower animals was carefully studied in a practical way, and 
he exhibited a peculiar fondness fhr Eotany and Oeol<^. 
E}ven at a very early ago he was accustomed to saunter 
away in tbe fields and woodx, gathering specimens of all 
sorts from the animal, v^etable, and mineral kingdoms^ 
This striking peculiarity early indicated his choice of a pro- 
fession, Bud accordingly his t«stes were indulged. His 
father died when he was but seven yean of off;. B« oom- 
mencod the study of medicine with the late Dr. Belcher, of 
New York, who was a relative of the family. He gradu- 
ated in medicine at the University of Maryland, in 1832 ; 
after remaining in Baltimore for a short time, he went to 
North Carolina. During President Jackson's administra- 
tion he received the appointment of surgeon, to aoooin- 
pany the Cherokee Indfsjns in their removal beyond the Mis- 
ussippl He travelled quite extensively among the Indian 
tribes, and through the Southern States. He entered the 
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armj m 1841 ; and, of fifty candidates who were extmmed 
by difl Army Bokrd, only sfi pueed, of whom Dr. I. stood 
jSrdL He wu fimt aent to Governor'i iBland, and from 
Aence, afi«r a few months, waa ordered to repur to Fori 
Keot, on tiie eutern boundary of Maine, m the Aroontook 
regiot). nem be remained about two years; and from 
tbence WU <vdered to Copper Harbor, Lake Superior, at 
the time of the ezcitemeat rdatire to the discoTery of cop- 
per minM in that region. While at Qiis station endtmie 
periUmitiM broke out in the garrison, and very few of the 
soldiers esc^d an attack (we N. T. j'oumal Med. Mardt, 
1646). 

Dr. £uAOi left this station in 1845, and from thence went 
to Fort Niagara, Toungetown, New York. In the epring of 
1846, he obtained leave of absence for ai months, and dur- 
ing that time resigned his office. He came to the city of 
New Tork, and in connexion with a friend, established a 
medical class in Greene street' At the end of a year he 
left and returned to Niagara county, again embarlting in 
prirate practice, but remained only a year ; be then came 
again to this city, and, for a time, held an appointment in 
boepitsls on Staten Island. Subsequently becoming De- 
monstrator of Anatomy in the College of Physicians and 
BDTgeons of New Tork, he retained this place for seTeral 
years, and later still became attached to the University 
Medical College in the same capacity. Doling the warm 
aeaaon of these years he was employed as surgeon on 
sereral Enropean steamers. This gave him opportunities 
of visiting the hospitals of Paris and other foreign cities, 
and added new healtli for tbe arduous labors of the winter. 

Dr. Isaacs continued in this city, always assiduously 
pursuing his favorite labors in the departments of aoatomy 
and pathologic*! histology— officiating *sDemonstt«torsnd 
AiQanct Professor of Anatomy in the Unirersity— and 
alwajTS the ready and reliable expert and counsellor of me- 
dical practitioners who required such services as he beat 
could render. In the spring of 1857 Dr. L took up his reair 
deoce in Brooklyn, where be at once ent^ed npon a wide 
and lucrative practioe ; and where — honored and loved by 
all who knew him— after a (few weeks' illness, he died on 
the 16th of June. 

As an anatomist Dr. L was not excelled in this countiy. 
He was well versed in the practical branches of bisprofes^ou, 
andalso fond of original investigation in pathology and phy- 
ndogy — in both of which he was an enlhuuaat. Bis mo- 
nograph on the structure and functions of the kidney 
attracted much attention in this country, and received 
deserved compliments from eminent men abroad. 

lake many men of genius, for a long timemoniedsucceM 
was not his. And it really seems doubly hard that when 
at length he had, in a measure, attained pecuniary ease and 
wortdly comfort he should be so suddenly taken away. He 
studied and worked for the love of science — personal ambi- 
tion and sdfiahne^ had scarcely a trace in his comfKi^iion. 

With steadfastness of purpose, industry, fnd more than 
or^oaiy knowledge of men and things, he united wit, a 
gBoial dispoaition, and warm, gentle feelings, the possession 
of which would have done honor to a woman. Even when 
iE-healih and discouragements combined against him, it 
was aatonishing bow he would hear up under difficulties 
calculated to overwhelm ordinary men. 

Tbe immediate cause of de^ was plenro-pneumoniik 
He also lofliered from Br^ht's diaease of the kidneys, and 



for many years had been troubled by repeated returns <^ 
malariouj difficulties, the lesult of old exposure at tb* 
South. 

It was highly giaU^ing to find the funeral ef this I^ 
UK&ted Invther attended by such a large and respectable 
number of persons, who manifested unmistakably by theiz 
ifipearance that real, unaffected sorrow had broi^t them 
together, to show their respect and affection for the de- 
ceased. It was no ordinary iunearal, and tears dimmed 
the sight of numerous eye* that for many a day had not 
wepL This evidence of general sorrow was a painfiil 
consolation to the intimal« friends of the departed, and 
was the more appreciated becvise strictly "tfylfiph and 
sincere. 

Rare indeed is it that we find a physician who has attuned 
eminence in his profession, of whom we oan say when dead 
— As Uft not a single enemy / uid this can be said truly of 
Charies £. Isaacs. As was remarked by a professional bro- 
ther, when q>eaking concerning the late Di. J. Kearney 
Rodgers, just after that bereavement, " The profecslon knew 
not his value until now that be is gone 1 A void is left that 
none can fill" And now there is yet another void ! Who 
can fill it? 

Among the friends selected as paB-bearers we noticed 
one who, althou^ oppressed and witha heavy heart, did not 
flinch from that last sad duty towards him to whom he had 
so long been — through succese^lhrongh adversity, still the 
same devoted, never failing friend. 

We are pleased to hear that a movement Js on foot to 
erect, in Qreenwood, a monument to Dr. Isaacs' memory, 
Mid if by such means expression could be found for the 
affectionate regard wllh which that memory is treasured 
by the profession, and that will ever be augmenting with 
the pleasant reminiscences of that generous self-forgetful- 
ness, charity, good-will, and devoted friendship which so 
remarkably characterized the man, that monument would 
tower to the skies. 

The New York Academy of Medicine, of which Dr. 
Isaacs was an active and U^ly esteemed member, haa 
appointed Dr. Wm. H. Van Buren to prepare his memoir. 
No pereon could have been selected who has had greater 
opportunities to learn the true worth, the secret springs of 
action, the hopes and disappointneQls of the deceased. 

Added to all the pleasant recollections of his medical life 
and his social virtues, is the assurance that his latter days 
were filled with the joyous hopes and devout purposes of a 
Christian. Fame and worldly pr«perity, so certainly his if 
life continued, were not the ottjecta for which he desired to 
Uve, but that he might honor Ood and be of use U hu 
fellow men in his accustomed labors in our profession. 

Like Giodmnn, Hope, Golding Bird, sad Todd, with 
whom Dr. laaaeswasworthy of being classed, he engaged in 
the most recondite and original researches in anatomy, his- 
tology, and pathology, and in his latter days illustrated the 
falsity of the ofl^repeated assertion that such studies lead to 
materialism and infideUty. In conversation with a medical 
friend respecting the studies and objects of medical life, he 
calmly remarked, " I am not anxious to live, but I would 
like to do some good to my fellow men. God's will be 
done I He is good, and more loonderjid than all we have 
teamed here 1" 

So paM away the lights and laboreni of the medical pro- 
fession. Let us heed the lesson and cherish their memory. 
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28 JwHriMMxHolTlniM. EPIT 

INDEPENDENCE DAY. 
Haptt the citiEen of Kew Tork who rose on the mom- 
iog of the 6th of July with • whole akin and unbroken 
bones. Happy they, whose bosineaa calling them into the 
thoroughbreB of the great metropolis, Hid amid the tem- 
peatuoos atmosphere of our nstional SahirDatia, were yet 
permitted to return home with unbandaged heads anil 
unap^Dtered limbs. The tutelar deities of Htorm-tOBsed 
mariners perilously venturing between Scy 11a and Charybdis, 
or threading the channels of the "roaring Symplegadee," 
must bare tenderly gone in the Tan of every citizeo who 
thus escaped martyrdom by belching Area and raining frag- 
ment* of rockets. Go where you might, turn where you 
would, and troopfl of boys armed cap-a-pie with every 
poaable variety of detonating instrument, thronged the 
streets, adding their qoota of noise and danger to the 
general nproar around. Collected in groups at the street 
comers, each vied with hie neighbor in aodadty of enter- 
prise — overloading che^ deceitful pistols, whose every 
discharge threatened the life, and but too often destroyed 
the limbs of the bystanders, or impertinently thrusting ex- 
plosive missiles hi the faces or under the clothing of the 
paesers-by. Some amused themselves with burning loose 
gunpowder on the ground, and having converted their 
pockets into magazines, the latter not nnfrequently took 
fire, and the vagrBUt patriot suddenly became an unwilling 
holocaust to the Goddess of Independence Day. 

Ande, however, from the indiscreet and radi adventures 
of noise-loving youths, whose long-collected pennies went 
to gweU the sales of gunpowder and the importation of 
Chinese flre-crackers, children of larger growth, thou^ 
apparently of no greater maturity, paraded the streets, 
occasionally firing muskets and horsc-pistola, in close prox- 
imity to the passing throngs. To have remonstrated with 
either boy or man afflicted with this gunpowder-buming 
mania, would have been to make oneself the special target 
of his weapons. It was literally "cut and run" the live- 
long day between alt manner of perils; for if the pedes- 
trian escaped being shot by flying wads, or burnt by 
crackers, or deafened by some overpowering detonation, a 
frightened horse might suddenly whisk around the corner, 
and render bim instantly and unawares a proper subject for 
a stretcher and the surgical ward of a neighboring hospital 
The indiscriminate warfare carried on throughout the day 
by "insatiate archers," lovers of liberty, and despoilers of 
Other men's peace, was appropriately concluded at night 
with the usual ludlstorm of rocket sticks, so that be who 
congratulated himself at sunset npon the posBesnon of a 
whole skin, might stjil go to bed with a lacerated scalp and 
a very respectable perforation in his skull. Indeed, never 
did the Roman Saturnalia present scenes so dangerous to 
life, as did the streets of New Tork on the Fourth of July, 
for in all directions you saw unbridled license of deport- 
ment, and wanton dangers boldly thrust across the path- 
ways of safety and legd protection. 

We do not think it necessary to ask whether patriotism 
is either produced or nourished by such scenes as these, 
because, whatever name we give tiiem, they are still only 
exhibitions of a raging popular delirium assuming a most 
dangerous type, and gainst such society has a right to 
demand and to exact protection for its members. It'is the 
best test of a high civilization to accord the largest jHissible 
liberty to the masses, and at the Bamc time to secure the 
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utmost possible safety to every individual. If scores ot 
rowdies can, undar the pretenoe of oelehrattng our natioiutl 
aiuiversary, assume the powesaion and oontrol of our city,* 
so that the lives and limbs of its citizonsara not safe within 
its precincts, then the city is no longar a prc^r plaoe of 
residence. If genlleroeo cannot walk the slroetAin safety, 
and must watdi their bouses to protect Itwm againat the 
pseudo-accidentd incendiarism of that day, theo of what 
service is our police 7 Batter at ouoe disband the foToe, 
and convert their salary -fund to acme bettor use: We pay 
taxes in order to be protected as well on the Fourth of July 
as on any other day, and the city Government has no ri^t 
to ignore the safety of the dtizen on that day tty more 
than on any other. 

It is gratifying to know that we have an instAooe in this 
country Of a large city, which provides both for the mUr- 
tairtmtTit and proUdioH of its citizens, on out national holi- 
day. We commend the example of the good dty <i£ 
Boston, whose authorities not only arrange an appropriate 
programme of performances, but likewise protect the 
citiien in the atreeta against risks to life by fireworks or 
firearms, and protect also lh« tick in iMr bedi against the 
noise which might imperil life or health: — 
CITY OF BOSTON. 

TO TEX FUBLIO. 

In order that the citizens of Boston may be the better 
nrepared to enjoy the festivities 4^ the cebbratioo of our 
National Independence, and to participate mon fully in 
the liberal arrangements made by the City Government, it 
is respectfully requested that alt good citizens, especially 
parents and guardians, will co-operate with the municipal 
anihorities in kfecping order on the night preceding Uie 
oelebration. An extra Police force will be on du^ for that 
purpose, and especially to prevent the discharge of p**'^ or 
oOter firearmt, eraekert, tqtubt, mock fiveemioni, bbwuig tf 
hoTTu, and all similar annoyances. 

Persons having oases of sickness in their families requir- 
ing especial attention, are requested to give notice at the 
Station Houses in their reepMtive Priice Districts, or to 
the Chief of Potice, City HalL 

Per order of th« Mayor, 

Dabik, 1. CoBORN, Chief of Police. 



Is this not worthy of imitation? The dignity and the 
character of every city require that nothing less than this 
should be done to satisfy the principle of personal security, 
which is at the foundation of all human society. 

But there ts still another reason why the use of firearms 
and fireworks of every description ^ould be forbidden in 
our streets. Those noisy patriots are always, to a greater 
or leaa extent, the martyrs to their own vapid patriotism. 
Our hospitals are crowded on the 4th of July with the 
victims of accidents which ought never to have h^pened, 
which would not have happened if proper ordinances wer« 
enacted and enforced, prohibiting the indiscriminate firing 
of guns and pistols, and (he discharge of squibs and rockets 
in our streets. In an economic point of view the Hospit*! 
fiind is chained with what the Police fund is responsible 
for, and a noble public charity Is thereby unnecessarily de- 
pleted. Is this right T Should a man or any number of 
men be allowed, for the simpte, empty gratification of 
making noise on the 4th of July, to render himself a bur- 
then upon the city ? And the poor ack in their homes, 
ought not their excited nerves snd ai^ng heads to be pro- 
tected agsjnst the wanton noises in the street b^w T Is 
this mercy, or is it not simply jwtiee— justice to all ? 
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Amwlwii M*dj<ml Tlmea. BEV 

We eubjoin a list of the CMualties, m copied from the 
returns of the police, which occurred od the 4tL of July, 
1860, Id the city of New York. Mmij • well-lbught battle 
of the Bevolution did not givo m large a list of gunshot 
woundA. And ;et we are only aarpriaed that it ia ao small, 
when we recollect that for twentj-four hours the free aod 
unreatrained use and abuse of firearms and dang^rouslj ez- 
plouve mtssilcs was not onlj allowed to ragrant boya and 
thoughtless children, but even encouraged in our atreeta, 
which at that time were crowded with a strolling multi- 
tude. The danger to life and limb could hardly have been 
greater, had the city been bombarded for the some length 
of time by a besieging army. This record of casualties 
deserves t}ie serious consideralioa of eveiy person who 
d«aires for himself and frienda rational amusement on pub- 
lic holidays ; — 

B. Ellis, piatol-sbot wound of head ; J. Thompson, st. 
13, finger shot off ; W. Dunham, pistol-ahot wound of leg ; 
Ann Hart, pistol-shot wound of arm ; W. T. Schultz, let. 12, 
burned by powder-, W. Kch, leL 11, bursting of powder- 
flask ; F. Ferrin, et. 12, bursting of powder-flask ; J. Brady, 
pistol-ahot wound of the face; A. Elker, boy, pistol-shot 
wound of hand; J. Dunlap, shot by a small cannon; A. 
Nicker, boy, pistol-shot wound of forehead; D. Uacna- 
mara, pistol-shot wound of both thighs ; Lena March, wo- 
man, pistol-shot wound of head ; W. Robbina, bnmed with 
powder ; J. Miller, injured in a riot ; S. Thompson, pistol- 
ahot, two fingers blown off; T. Lane, boy, piatol-eipWon, 
hand injured; E. Baker, pistol-ahot wound of hands; J. 
Carter, pistol-shot wound of fingers ; T. Meban, pistol-shot 
wound of hand; 8. H. Lake, boy, bomed by powder; F. 
Purdy, face and hands burned by B. fluid ; P. P. Brophy, 
bU, cutting forehead; L. E. Hersheim, gun-shot wound of 
hand ; E Flynn, contused wound of head ; F. Miles, con- 
otttuoD of br*in; Z. Zenhan, burned wiUi powder; W. 
Murphy, mashed toes; M. Kelly, M from a pUnk; I. Dil- 
wortb, gun-chot wound of hand ; C Ramer, gun-shot 
woond of hand; J. Jni^e, pistol-shot -wound of eye; 3. 
Clofly, stabs of head ; E UcLoi^hlin, cut forehead from 
slung-ahot; R. Prime, pistol-ahot wound of hand; R. 
O'Doimell, wound of eye ; T. Cars, stab of arm ; M. Smith, 
•calp wound ; J. R. Weener, band partially shot off by a 
pistol; I. McKenzie, hand badly shot ; £. McKeever, Kt 16, 
gun-ahot wound ; Jane Kelly, fracture of the ribs ; Catha- 
rine O'Brien, severely beaten ; K Nole, stab in back and 
wm ; Mrs. Hughes, fracture of jaw ; M. Tellyallen, killed by 
afall; & Brown, stebbed; E K Conklin, stabbed; W. 
Zanitc, gnn-ahot wound of hand ; F. Croeiy, pistol-shot 
wound of hand ; P. Gilbert, premature dischar^ of can- 
non; J. Donnelly, premature dischrrgc of cannon; J. 
Welch, premature discharge of cannon. 

TOTAI, FlFTT-TuBEE. 



Out of 190 presentments mado by the grand jury of 
Kings county, at their recent session, a majority were 
agiiinat unlicensed dramsellers. The jury also nrosented 
tbe retail liquor businesa Keaerallj " u demora^zing and 
the fruitful Source of crime. They urge the strict enkjrce- 
MMDl of the law against unlicensed liquor sellers, and 
plainly intimate their opinion that fiicility of licence is a 
greM evil In concluding Uieir presentment, they add : 

" In onr judgment and from our eiperieace, a great por- 
tion of crime, in nil its phases, and of every nature, has 
been, and is, superinduced by the use of intoxicating 
liquors.'' 



lltMttos. 



RsMoutaoiM AMD PMt^MDa or xai Raciuii; rouB 
Paraot«aT akd TaunnicT ; wnvEanciAL Sktchiicc 
TO THT Appuoatioh ot Nrmtc Aoin. By Hbkbt Skitb, 
F.RC.S., Surgeon to the Westminster General Dispen- 
sary, &C. Second Edition. London : John ChurchilL 
'1860. pp.108. 
TmB little volume derives its chief interest from ths 
earnest advocacy by the author of tlie method of treating 
hemorrhoids by tlio application of nitric acid. The Ute 
Dr. Houston, of Dublin, proposed (bis treatment more tbra 
fifteen years »go, «nd altbongh it fkund an advocate in Mr. 
Ferguson and others, it has never been generally adopted. 
This is not, however, a universal remedy, and the practi- 
tioner has to diacriminata in his selactiou of cases to which 
the ligature and the add are specifically applicable. I^b 
author says : 

" I have stated, whilst deacribiDg the nature of internal 
btemorrhddal diseases, that the condition in which they are 
found varies. I have endeavored to point out those cases 
to which the operatiMi of the hgature is applicable. Mid 
have stated dMt thia practice is neoesaary and justifi- 
able in those tnstanoes where the tumors are large, 
munly composed of tissoes in which the veins predominate, 
and Mve become indurated. There are, however, other 
instances where the hEuiorrhoidal tumors are small or 
moderate in size, and where they are evidently composed 
of morbid texture, in which the amall artericB rallier than 
the veins are interested, as sliown by their bright florid 
aspect, and their tendency to pour oat arterial blood when- 
ever the patient is at the closet, or when tbt tumors are 
handled. These tumors are generally not very prominent 
They produoa exceeding annoyance, and indeed, prove 
more destmctive to the health, as ttiey generally yield a 
great deal of blood. Now, in snob cases^ the ligature will 
undoubtedly be as eflbotive as in tbe other inBtancesbefor* 
described; but this proceeding is not neoasMry, us tbe local 
use of the nitric acid is so eminently suited to them. Tbe 
relief which one single application of the acid givee in these 
oases ia remarkable, and an exoetlenteare may be effected, 
if the whole of the diseased texture be oubject to its aotJon. 

" About this particater kind of cases, there is no doubt in _ 
the mind of any aurge<Hi who baa seen the nitric add 

SpUed in a proper manaM. There is, however, a mixed 
flS of cases where the remedy is an uncertain one, bat in 
whitA, nevertbeleea, the surgeon is justified in trying it, 
and where I sometimea have sooceeded when i btfle ex- 
pected It I refer to those oases where there is a hssmor- 
rhoidal mass, consisting perhaps of one tumor, mainly com- 
posed of venous ramifications, and of a bluish color, with 
one or more presenting the chsrsoters of tlie florid seswle 
pile; or one portion of the tumor or tuatots may present 
tbe dark blue appearBBoe and tliickened membrane, and 
another portion of it may be brightly vascular, have its 
mucous cover granular and slif,'htly ulcerated. In this kind 
of mixed case, I do not hesitate to try the acid if the 
patient is particularly desirous, but I make apoint of stating 
that it is impossible to depend upon any curative action ia 
such, although in some inslwicee the remedy baa acted most 
•ffidentlj. 

" To apply the agent to those cases where the tumors are 
large ana indurated, and have • deep blue color, would be 
perfectly useless, and only bring discredit upon the nitric 
acid M a means of cure inolher kinds of h«Bi»orrboid«l dia- 
caae. I particuUriy wiab to point ihia out, »a >* "a very 
probable that some ot my brethren think "ff '^ y*"** *^ 
enthusiaat with regarf to the use of ib.a remeay. ^^4 
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reoominend it too gtrongly. On the contrst;, I alwaTS 
□rg« upon the patient tii« neoeaait; and propriety of uid 
linhire in such, tmd eron in the more doubtful cases just 
alluded la It is not necessary, because a surgeou maj 
have reason to adopt, with confidence, a particular kind of 
ma^j, that be sboidd b« an entiMMast. or should be blind 
ta tba rahie of thoM otber meuaa wWb ara ganerallj 

of cases not unfrequenUj met 
witti, where there is not so much anj decided hemorrhoidal 
tnmorj but where there is s generallj congested and relaxed 
oondition of the mucous membrane of iJte tectum, attended 
with bleeding to a ^eater or leas extent, that tlie nitrio 
acid acts BO beneficially. Dr. Hojston has compared this 
oondition of the rectum not inaptly to that of the thickened 
ooi^uDctiva after long condnned ophthalmia. The tppliea- 
tion of the add to the diMased point* from wbicb the 
bisoding praoeadi, will aoon reoiedj all the bad aympUBBO." 

The method of applying the acid ia thus described : 

" Tfaare an certain details connactad with the appHc^on 
of this asent which roqnirestteiUian. Thus, the acjd which 
is used uiould be the strongest and purest which con be 
obtained. I have geaerallv employed the colorless acid, 
but BometlmeB I bare tbougbt it deurable to use the brown 
fianing nltnnia add, which acts more energetically. I hare 
Dsed for the most part a pieoe of wood as the means of 
oarrviog the acid on to the part, but some olyect to it aa 
liabfe to be acted upon by the agent, and tberetbre recom- 
mend a glass rod or brush, both of which suffice very well, 
but I do not think it muoa matlen. 

" It is important to touch the part only lightly, especiallj 
in those casea of Tasonlar piles where bleeding easily takes 
place ; for the blood escuiing and mixing with the acid, 
will in a measure neutnJiEe its effects, I also lay great 
stress upon the necessity of wiping the diseased part with 
lint, previous to applying the acid, for there is always a 
certain KDOunt of mueus coTeriag these tumors, and unless 
this be removed, the nitric acid will not act efficiently. 

" I have reoommended that the diseased parts should be 
brought down ather by tlio action of an enema, or by the 
efforts of the patient sitting over warm water ; but there 
are cases wbera it will be difficult and unplessaot to effect 
this otgect in either way, and in this case I adopt the plan 
recommended many years since by Ur. Ferguson, of using 
a slvared glass speculum, by the introduction of which a 
good view of the nKmorrhoidal Uunor may be had, and the 
nitric aoid can be readily apphed to the part through tlie 
instrument, into the eye of which the diseased liseua is by 
a little management easily engaged. 

" How often will it be neceasary to ap^y the acid ? The 
answer to this quesUon will depend upon the nature of eadu 
case. Where there is only one vasoulsr tumor, or a limited 
aaount of diseasej one application, pretty freely made, wilt 
snfflcs ; bat in cases where thwe are seTeral tumors, or 
paints ol disease, as many operations will be needfuL" 

Tbe degree of pMn which follows these applications is far 
less than when the add is apphed to tbe akin, gencrsJly 
amounting to slight smarting er warmth, which soon sub- 
wdes. A large number of clinical cases are appended. 

Tbe second portion of tJie work Is on Prolapsus of the 
Bectum. In addition to the old methods of treatment by 
•sdsion and ligature of the depending folds of muoous 
metabraoe, the author recommends in certain cases the 
nitric acid. In idd cases of prolapsus, where ihri mucous 
membrane is very much thickened and changed in its struc- 
ture, tbe acid will do little or no good. The cases to which 
it is ad^ited are those where " there are one or more large 
folds of mucous membrane eontinuslly down, and where the 
tissue is extremely vascular, presenting the appearanee of 
smooth velvet, or ia perhaps snperficislly ulcerated." 
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CoiTTRlBErnOHS TO OpXRATIVE SuROEBT AXO StIBOICAL Pa- 

rHOLooT. By J, M. Carhochav, Profeasiv of Surgery 
in the New York Medical College. With UlustratioDS 
drawn Irom nature. I^itadelphia: Lindsay & Blakis- 
ton. I860. 
TnK third part of Professor Camochan's work contains 
the following : Congenital DislocaUons of the Head of 
the Femur; Anatomical Observations on Congenital Dis- 
locations of the Head of the Femur; on Restoration of tha 
entire Upper Lip, with cases. The author's views oo these 
several subjects have already been presented to the profes- 
sion. The illustrations of this number are of the highest 
order, and the typ<^apby surpasses that of any contem- 
porary medical publication. 



Oh th> Disuses^ Ikjurhs, asv itujoBMxnom or thb 
Rectitm and Anits: with Remarks on Habitual Con- 
stnpation. By T. J. Asbtoh, Surgeon to tbe KenhMin 
Dispensary, etc., etc. Third Edition. London, Church- 
ill; and Philadelphia, Blsncbard & Lea. 1860. 
The present edition of this excellent work has been care- 
fully revised by tbe author, and new illustrations added. 
We have regarded this work from its first appearance as 
the most complete monograph on the subject to which it ia 
devoted. 



LccrroRES OH tax Diskases or IntAHcr um CnooBOon. By 

Craxlis Wist, U.D., Physician to the Hoqtital lor 

Sitdi Children, etc, etc. Third American, from the 

Fourtli Revised and Enlarged London Edition. FhiU- 

delphia: Blanchard & Lea. 1660. pp 63a 

Two sifitions of this work have been caUed for in Eo^ 

land since the appearance of the last Amerioan editicM, 

both of which were carefully revised by tlie autbor. %■ 

edition before us comfainea therefbre all the imprarenMBta 

made in the foreign editions, and in addition coMaina two 

admirabte lectures by the author, mere recently delivered. 

The first is on Stiddtn Death in /tt^n«y aitd (MIAood; 

the second ia on Ovrtbrdl 8g«^pioiiia hd^peniBni^ OtrAr^ 



AsncH Fos InroTS M Kihtccev. — This Institution is 
commenced under the most favorable auspices. An ai3 of 
the last Legislature provides $20,000, to oommenoe Um 
erection of a building for its use. It also provides UberaUy 
for its going into operation immediately, in buildings tena- 

Krsrily hired for that purpose. The new institution is to 
located at or in the vicinity of Frankfort 

Tni Ubpioal Collsor of ViitaiHiA. — Richmond has 
received the muniGcent donation of $30,000 from the Le^s- 
lature of that Slate, with which the fkcully are multiplymg 
their illustntiona in every department, erecting a com- 
moffious hospital, and otherwise increasing their &cilitiefl 
for instruction. 

pRjn AwAMjEn. — The Prise offered by Dr. Cyms A. 
Alexander through the Slate Medical Socie^ of North 
Carolina, for the best Essay "On the Use of !IV)bBCCO, and 
its injurious Effects upon the Human System," has bees 
awarded to Dr, 3. T. Shaflner of Salem, N.C, 

HonoRAHT. — DanidAyres, M.D., of Brooklyn, in ackaow 
ledgement of bis recent and suocessful operatitm cf extro- 
phy of the urinary bladder, has been elected oorreeponding 
member rf Obstetrical Sodety of Beriii^ 
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On&« OphOaimi 



Br A. JuKua, H.D. 

a of newly-horn JhfanU. Bj Dk. Portoul, 
( Qudvaet Cmuidtnition* *ttr t Oph&iaJtnie dei En/tatit Nbit- 
wmtfi/it, I^OB, 1868).— Dr. Fortoul, klludiug to the roor- 
Ulity of inuata ftSeclcd with oph(ha]niia, ooDsiden thw 
iacl to be more thta ft mere coincLdeuce, as he has found 
that, though the consecutive lesions of the ocular mem- 
branes ore rtn, Uiere we frequentlT altentions existing in 
other <Kgui&, eapetuU; in the digeatiTe snd in die win. 
Bis attention has been particuUrlj called to the resem- 
blance of the BjmptomB oocurring during ophthalnuii, and 
those of iBoguel. Artiddal lactation &Ton the oocurreooe of 
opbtfaalmia, but infiwlB nuising toualea aSected with speci&c 
diaeasM are in greater danger than any others. Two-tJiirdB 
of Dr. F.'s patients died, generally from intestinal or pul- 
monary inllaiumation ; muguet was a frequent compUoa- 
tioo. One in every twenty had consecutive ksiooB of the 
ocular membranes, none of whom reoovered. Ophthalmia 
wa3 generally noticed for the first time on (lie hfUi or sixth 
day after biiih, freqaently on the fourtJi, very rarely on the 
eighth. TheoDlvdiseasesixiiiipUcatingtheophthalmia were 
those meotitHieJ, but there waa frequently a dispoeitioa to 
sclerema and oerebral inflammatioos. Titose comparatively 
rare casei^ |«wiuced by direct contact of syphilitic and 
gonorrhceal matter, were extremely severe, while the spaa- 
taneouB or sporadic cases were of less local danger, but 
exhibited a great disposition to other affections of [he sys- 
tem. litatiMat: Dr. F. lays the greaieet straas on the 
i^ulation of the diet and temperature ; avoids local bleed- 
ing and purgativea; caiefuUy oleansee the diseased eye by 
pouring water into it from a sponge, not by injections; 
reoonunends the applicationof a solution of nitrate of silver, 
ooe part to forty of water; seldom uses a strong solution 
of one to two aitd a baU| and v^y rarely the aohd caustic, 
la syphilitic casee he usee mercury externally, being feartql 
of its mtenial use, from its ircitiuit effect on the inteetinsl 
mucoos memlHane. In conclusion, he alludes to livid spots 
and nlcenUions of the akin not un&equently met with 
during its course. 

Cmm wUhovt CVattpcu* GougK By Dr. Oottbohalk. 
(Jour. /. Kmderk. 1860, 1 and 2.)— The peculiar " barking" 
cough well known as a symptom of both membranous 
cnHip and laryngeal catarrh, is by no means a palhogno- 
monk symptom of croup. Hitherto, however, it appears 
to have been met with in every case of true memlmiaoua 
laryngitJB. Dr. Qottsohalk rqwrts two cases of this disease 
in which talae membraoee were the only obstacles to free 
re^iiratioa, and yet the peculiar cough alluded (o was not 
at any time present. The diagnceis was conBnned by the 
poat^oorteia ezaminatioD. There nay be cases, therefore, 
of geDuine oroup without the presence of the "barking" 

On Ot» Eject of tome i/edicinaJ AgeiUi on Fi^ta Jr«mfrrcm««. 
By Dr. Hkb^aiw. (Jhnr. f. Kmd. I860, 3 and 4.)— The 
rxperimentamadeby BartbeEjULllard, OEanam, and others, 
concerning the solubility cuT l^ae membranes in some medi- 
einal agents, are well known to our readers. Dr. Hermann, 
of St Petersburg, Russia, has made experiments on s 
large number of <£eniical agents and solutions from wbieh 
he condudes : — 1. Agmit having UtiU or no ^ect on fiiUe 
meinbrane$: — Sulpb. ethw, sbsoL atoohol, dnct. iod., solutio 
nitr. srg^ sesquichlor. iron, liq. sod. caust., and hq. potass. 
CMist. The exudation did not undergo any material change 
Rt>m these agents, but some produced a moderate effect on 
the sul^acent mucous membraoe. Iodine and sesquichlor. 
iron changed the color of the membrane without altering its 



elements; the iron rendered it more soUd and tough ; nitrate 

of stiver in solution simply covered the membrane with, 
and oorapresaed it by, a stratum of silver ; Iwchromate of po- 
btssa acted hke chromic acid, rendering the membrane more 
solid and fragile without altering its tissue. 2. AgertU tottb 
som* aolaent or rather dtitroying igtri .—Concentrated mine- 
ral adds; in a shght degree diluted adds; aoetio aaid bad 
almost DO effect. 3. Agenit dittolving mmie <&>nmb of th* 
memirane, other* being left ^mattered: — Chloride of potas- 
sium and liq. ammon. causL destroy the nuclei of the ceUi, 
leaving the Gbrine unaltered, but in loose connexion; bro- 
mate of potaasa and iodide of potassium dis3<dve the fibrins 
wirhout altering, in their substance, the nudei. i, AgenU 
ditiolving the tehoit Tnembrane, leaving rto remnant : — Ato* 
mooiated copper; a few cases of pharyngeal membranes, in 
which it was used, appeared to do well under its repeat«d 
local applications. 

Inveftigaiion* on IHphlheria and Croup, made during on 
Epidemv: at the ChUdren'i Ilo^iUd in 1858. By Dr. Fktbl 
{QKd^uet Bechercha >ur la D^thirite d ntrU Oroup^faitet 
d r Occasion (Tune £^idimU obtervie a THOpitaX da Snfar^ 
en 1858. ParisJ— -Dr. Peter has given particular attention 
to the subject of diphtheria, his interest, in the disease lead- 
ing him to make experiments as to its inocutabihty on his 
own person. From his elaborate little work we take lh« 
following condusiona: — Scarlatina on d diphtheria may coex- 
ist in one individual and modify each other. In such a case 
the scarlatinous eruption is of an erythematous natur^ 
sometimes without any ultimate desquamation, but not at 
all dependent on the diphtheritic affection ; every eruption 
observed in diphtheria is considered by Dr. P. to be scar- 
latina, Dpidomics of diphtheria generally begin and end 
with benign coses, sometimes with cases of mere erysipe- 
latous pharyngitis, while the malignant cases are genei^j 
observed during the most intense development of the epi- 
demic This difference as to severity does not indude any 
diSerence as to the naturo of the affection. The cont»- 
giouaness of diphtheria has been proved by its propagation 
in the same bed; from bed to bed; from one side of the 
ward to the other; its propagation amongst patients con- 
fined to their beds more often than among those who occa- 
sionally left them ; its easy communication tlirough the whole 
number of members of a Qunily. The duration of incubation 
varies from two to fifteen days, but in the m^ority of cases 
from two to eight days. Patients affected with (Hphtheria 
ought therefore to be isolated, and no children allowed to 
come near them (as children are most apt to be affected) until 
die symptoms have disappeared for fifteen days. The at- 
teiripts at inoculation made by Dr. Peter upon hi inself failed, 
as have all others, hence inoculation is either improbable or 
very difficult to accomplish. Kor would inoculation prove 
a preventative, as diphtheria has a \etj great tendency to 
return. Diphtheritic affections generally have been observed 
morefrequeotly in girls tlianinboya; laryngeal diphtheritis 
(croup) alone being a little more frequent in boys. The 
largest number of cases of croup have been observed in the 
course of the third year as well in boys as in girls. Tra- 
cheotomy has been successful in one-third of the operations 
on boys, one in 3 7-lOLh operations on girls; in no case 
has it been successful where the patients were under two 
and a half years old; the majority of successful operations 
were performed on boys of from 4 to 6 years, ana on girls 
of from 4 to 5 years of age: season did not af^iear to exert 
any influence on tlie mortality of cases operated upon ; all 
the children of two or two and a half years who were ope- 
rated upon, appeared to die ftom tlie violence (^ traumatic 
fever. The maximum of successful operations did not 'cor- 
respond with the maximum of the frequency of croup. The 
comparison of the mortality (Vom either pharyngeal or 
laryngeal (croup) diphtheritis shows abundantly that the 
disease destroys more patients by its effect upon the blood 
than by suffocation. The amount of exudation docs not 
indicate tlie severity of the disease, as fatal coses will fre- 
quently show hut few and small membranes. Finally, there 
is no intriofflc difference between the diphtheritic mem- 
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bnoes of the pharjnz and those of the larynx (membra- 
nous croup). 

Daeription o/a Sitnpk Ijutrvment/<ir infatitig Uie Lungt 
of In/anls bom iti on AtphyxiaUd State, v?ilh Btmarkt. 
Glasgow, 1860. — Dr. Wilson, after alluding to tte unsafe 

Sroceediag of inflating the hings by applying the moulh 
irectly to the child's mouth, etc., deacribes an instrument 
intended to remedy the defects of other instrumenta and 
methods. It conusts essentially of a vulcanized india-rub- 
ber ball, about the wie of an orange, to which is attached a 
German-alTer tube about six inches long and gently curved 
towards its free eztrcmity ; the tube is closed at the ex- 
treme end, but has two openings or eyes, like a female 
cathetor, a short dbtance flora the point. On compressing 
the ball Uie contained air rushes along the tube and through 
the openings above-mentioned, and on removing the pres- 
sure the bdl rapidly expands and becomes instantly refilled 
■with air, which may again be evacuated sa before. On 
introdudng the tube into the larynx, and actjng in this 
manner, it is obvious that for the most part the same ur 
would be used over and over <^in, which would be a ma- 
nifest disadvantage and a decided objection. This, bow- 
ever, may be easily remedied by makmg another opening 
in the tube, about an inch from its attachment to the bal^ 
for the free ingress of fresh air. During the compression of 
the boll the left thumb will easily cover the opening, which 
must, however, be removed to admit the free entrance of 
pure air during the subsequent expansion of the ball, this 
opening being somewhat larger than the oihur two, and 
being much nearer the ball readily permits the entrance of 
Iresh air. 

Ntvi TVeafnuttl of Croup and Diphlheritic Angina. By 
Dbs. Dgshaiitis and Boucns oi Vitbat, (Novveau Traile- 
mmt du Croup et de> An^nu Coiunnrnteg. Paris, 18G0. — 
The principal point in Drs, Desraartis and BouohS de Vi- 
tray's new treatment of croup, is the administration of eme- 
tic doses, one or more, of the turpcth mineral (yellow sul- 
phate of mercury), which, they assert, has saved even 
the most desperate cases; ipecac internally, and general 
baths with mustard were also often resorted to, and sti- 
mulant beverages given. The number of cases of cronp and 
pharyngeal diphtlicria reported is twelve. This number is 
too small to determine the value of ihc remedy. We may 
add that thie treatment is not new, as Dr. Hubbard, of 
Maine, administered the same agent for the same purpose 
before, and our readers will remember the case of croup 
treated successfully with tnrpeth mineral, wliich Dr. Watson 
reported at a recent meeting of the New York Academy 
of^Ueilicine. (Jwict-. Ued. Tima). 

Mutilatioti of the Fatiu tn Utero &y Palhohgicat Bands. 
By Dr. CrbuS {DtFmtmw UUro MvUlationt Fitis Membra- 
ni»q\u PaOuAogKit ^eda. Lejpsic, 1858),— Prof. Credd re- 
poits a new case of mutilation during foetal life, from patlio- 
logical filaments ; the mutilated part being the middle finger 
of the ri^t hand, in a ftetus of five months. Alter review- 
ing tJie cases of Schaeffer, Montgomery, Zagorsk i. Smith 
(Charles Bleeck), Mankiewica, Simpson, Dubois, Oustavus 
Braun, Levert- GustftvuB and Charles Braun, and Friedinger, 
he advocates the opinion of Montgomery, Simpson, Scansoni, 
and Simonart as to their ori^n. Muntgomery considers 
these filaments plastic exudations, similar to those conse- 
quent on inflammations of alt the serous membranes of the 
organism. The serous amniotic membrane, like the peri- 
cardium, peritoneum, and pleura, may produce similar fila- 
ments extending from the fistus tc the amnion, from the 
umbilical fuiiis to tlic fcetus, and connecting several parte 
of the foetal organism. In tlie bej^nning of fo;lal involution 
the cutis is very much like serous membrane, and genuine 
epidermis is formed at a later period. As those filaments 
are probably formed at a very early period of fecial lifcj it 
is but natural tliat somelimes part of lliem should look bke 
serous membrane, part like cutis; nor is it positively neces- 
sary that other signs of inflammation should always be 
found, a> the plastic power is extremely great during foetal 
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Dr. ADim FLnrr presented a specimen of hypertfophied 
heart, which he thought to be of considerable interest in 
connexion with the history of the case, which was briefly 
this: 

The patient was a man fif^-edx years of age, who bad 
always enjoyed robust health, and was accnstoined to con- 
sideiiible muscular exercise. He had never had rheumalisDi, 
nor ny acute afiection of the chest 

In the earty part of the last winter, on being very mndi 
exdted by anger, he wu suddenly seised with a great 
s«ise of sufibcation, and a feeling of impending dissolntioa. 
Together with this, there was a marked Uvidity of the face, 
the extremities became cold, and he cou^ed up a certain 
amount of bloody froth. 

At his request venesection was performed by some one, 
and in the course of half an hour he experienced ooiDplele 
relief, only sufTering from the sense of weakness occasioned 
by the loss of a very considerable amount of blood. AAer 
this, until the paroxism in which life was terminated, he 
had four other similar attacks, each charaeteriied by the 
same symptoms, only in a less marked degree ; but in nooe 
of them did he experience any pain. 

When Dr. F. saw him, two days before His death, be 
appeared perfectly well, and presented no rational symp- 
tom referable to disease of the neart. He was only annoyed 
with the apprehension that some one of the attftdca might 
prove &tal. The Doctor gave the chest a cursory exami- 
nation, with the following result: 

The apex of the heart beat in the seventh inlercostel 
space, in a vertical line with the nipple. There was abo 
an impulse in the fourth and uxth intercoetal spaces. 
There was some heavingof the praoordiura. Auscultation 
detected the existence at the base of the organ of a soft 
diastolic murmur, which was quite loud, and more or \em 
diSTused over the whole pnecordial r^ion. Over a limited 
spot at the apex a murmur was heard, which either slightiy 
preceded or aooompauied the first part of the syst'de. 

Death took phice on the 7th instant, in one of the 
paroxysms, which lasted some fifteen minutes. 

At ihe post-mortem examinatian, the heart was found 
to be hypertrophied, weighing 16^ ounces. The enlarge- 
ment was chiefly hmited to Uie left ventricle, and was (or 
the most part due to increaeed thickness of the walb, 
which, at the thickest part, measured five-sixths of an inch. 
The lining membrane of the ac^ta was very much rongfa- 
ened by atheromatous depoeit, which, however, had not 
undei^ne the calcereotis degeneration. The vessel waa 
increiwed in sise, measuring, just above the valves, four 
inches. The vdves appeared to be sound, somewhat thick- 
ened, perhaps, but not deformed. The mitral orifice pre- 
sented nothing abnormal, exceot that at the base of the 
valvular curtains, looking from the auricle, a few very small 
bead-like excrescences were seen, not much larger than 
the head of a pin. The heart was the only organ removed. 
There was a small amount of eSiieion in the left pleural 
sac, while the right lung was bound by old adhesions. 

BitLARasmxT or thc HtABT. 

Dr. Flixt presented a second specimen of enlargement 
of the heart, which he thought would be of interest in 
connexion with the first one. 

The specimen was taken, the day before, from 
66 years of age, who first 
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HospitkL The patietit stated that he bad auffered from 
rheumatism about a jear before, but it was not ascertained 
whether it was iaflaniiiiatory or not in its character. 
About ihe 1st of Ian. he began to rofier from dyapniea on. 
exerdse. This condition of things increasing, be soon 
became unable to follow his trade, which wag t^t of a 
carpenter ; and at the time he preBented himself for treat- 
ment he was unable to work at aU. At that time tiie 
dTspnnea was so severe, that he was obliged to sit up the 
greater part of the night. 

On examination of the chest, it was erident that the 
heart was enlarged. The impulse of the apex was felt in 
the sixth intercostal space, about an inch or inch and a 
half to the left of a vertical line drawn (hrou^ the nipple. 
There waa no heaving of die pnecordium, neither was there 
anj murmur recognisable. 

A short time alter he came under notice there waa an 
entire losa of appetite, and he was compelled to keep his 
bed. Previous to his death gangrene attacked both of tlie 
great toes- 

The heart weighed eighteen ounces. The enlargement 
consisted for the most part in dilatation of the lefl cavity. 
The aorta was somewhat enlarged, its internal coat was 
deeplj stained, and was the seat of atheromatous deposit 
He valves were not diseased. 

Boti) lungs at (faeir apices and dependent portions were 
congested. 

Dr. Daltoh asked what was the particular leMon or con- 
dition of the heart in the first case, that could account for 
the occurrence of the paroxysms and sudden death. 

Dr. FLrar slated that the ayraptoms which presented 
themselves led him to suppose that there was mitral con- 
tracUon, but at the autopsy he found that euch was not 
the cMe, and he was forced to the conclusion that, incon- 
sequence of the aorbc regurgitation, the left ventricle 
became overdistended, and thus induced the paroxysms by 
causing pulmonary congestion. The symptoms were very 
like those in angina pectoris, with the exception that pain 
was not present : and in angina, said he, the pain does not 
bring about deatn, but an unknown something superadded 

Dr. KiWELL stated that those who were in the hnbit of 
examining cases for the coroner, where sudden death had 
taken place, very seldom fniled to And some lesion about 
the heart ; but such lesions varied very much from each 
other, even where death occurred in the same manner. In 
some there was merely a little alhoromatoua deptodt found 
in the aorta; inother instances, some one of the valves might 
be found to be diseaaeil, or the organ itself be simply hyper- 
trophied. He stated that he was in the habit of referring 
thecauseofdeatli to the hearl^where such a state of things 
could not be accounted for by lesions in any other organ of 
the body. 

Dr. GouLET asked if there was anything in the condition 
of the heart that could account for the gangrene of the 
toes, and whether such a state of things was not brought 
about either by detached vegetations from the free margins 
of the valves, or from cIoIa which had become organized 
in the heart, being carried in the current of the blood, to 
block up Borne of the smaller arteries of the extremities. 

Dr. Flimt stated that the cavity of the right ventricle 
contained a colorless clot, about the size of a pullet's egg, 
which was closely intertwined with the tendinous cords. 



PoiBOMISO BT CtANIDB OF PoTASaiOlI. 

Dr. FiNHELL presented a stomach t^ken from a German 
who hod committed suicide by a dose of cyanide of potas- 
num. The post-mortem examination was made by Dra. 
Oallagbcr and Bouton. The stomach contained a consider- 
able quantity of bloody mucus. The mucous surface of the 
organ was of an intense bright red color, and was covered 
BCHW or kes with efiiised blood. 

H« stated that it waa the thinl case be bad presented, 



and in all the i«d color of the mucous membrane, b« in this 
one, was more marked than in any other kind of poisoning. 
It was not known how soon after taking the poison hia 
death ensued, inasmuch as the body was found in bed. In 
one of the other two cases death took place in two or three 
minutes ; in the secondj in twenty minntes. 

In answer to a question from Dr. Minor, he stated that 
the appearances were the same as those presented in rum 
stomacD, only m a more marked degree. 

Dr. HiNOB asked if the death was not somewhat analo- 
gous to that produced by hydrocyanic acid. 

Dr. FiNNEU. stated that in poisoning from hydrocyanic 
acid no redness of the mucous mfslbrane existed. 

Dr. Eracxowitzeb did not tliink that death was induced 
by gastric irritation, but by paralysis of the nervous system; 
and that the redness was post-mortem, the result of a che- 
mical action upon the blood in the vessels. 

Dr. Dalton remarked that the cyanide of potassium of 
itself was very irritating, and that but a small proportion of 

the salt was decomp- — -" '- ' — ''- '■--' "- " 

which produced death 

UEnULLABT TdHOB OF THC BrKABT. 

Dr. PoSTKR SwtTT presented a medullary tnmor of the 
breast which had been removed, along with part of the 
gland, by Dr. Parker, from a lady forty years of age. About 
three m^ths before the operation, she first noticed a tumor 
of the breast, about the size of a walnut. From that time 
it increased quite rapidly, so that at its removal it had 
doubled its former size. It was then very mobile, the 
veins were quite distinct over its most prominent portion, 
notwithstanding the skin was not at all thinned. Thfl 
glands in the axilla were not enlarged. 

On microscopic examination it was found to consist 
mainly of free nuclei, and a few cells imbedded in a granu- 
lar base. 

He presented the specimen on account of the rarity of its 
situation. He stated that Paget had met with but four 
such cases, and Lawrence had seen only two. This variety 
of tumor affectmg the breast wa& however, far more com- 
mon in this country ; about one-fifth of the number being 
of that character. 
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SeCTIOM ok SlTROEmT. 

Tor Burg^l section of the American Medical Associa- 
tion held a meeting at New Haven on the afternoon of 
June 6th, 1860. Dr. Dm Cbobbt, of New Hampshire, 
waa elected chairman. 

Dr. Liwis A. Satre of New York, as chairman of the com- 
mittee appointed at the last meeting of the Association to 
report oa iforbv* Coxarint, and tiu Surgieal PaOiology of 
Art^^alar InJiammaUcmi gttttraUy, stated that he hod pre- 
pared apaper referring only t« the first branch of the Butgect, 
preferring to leave the rest for a future time. 

The present report embraced the pathol<^y, causes, and 
symptoms of the disease, together with the history of 
many cases in detail illustrative of the plan, and principles 
proposed in the treatment of its various stages. Also, a 
complete collection, in tabulated form, of every caae of 
exsection that had been performed up to the present time 
—many of which had not been before reported— with a 
brief history of the aame, including Uie age, sex, cause, 
condition, time, and mode of treatment ; and the reeultn 
with the name of the operator, with mention of the record 
for reference. Also, a full and minute description and 
engraving of a new instrument, devised by him, for ^e 
mechanical treatment of this disease itt itt •ariimatoaj 
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to. expl&uatiOD of the principles upon which it was con- 
structed, ite mode of application, and result of the treat- 
ment itlustraUd by cases, and pkotographic drawiags taken 
fiom life. 

The dbease was divided into three eUges— Bral, second, 
and third. In the first stage, local depletion was advised, 
together with the removal of aU pressure Irom the s^Dovial 
eurlaced, by means uf the instrument referred to. Issues 
and setons were Ignored, and the reasons given tiierefor. 
In the second stage, when (he efiusioD was reiy great 
and showed no signs of being absorbed by ordinary means, 
pnncture was insisted upon, to be followed by the spplica- 
''a of the splint. Cases were cited to show the pro- 



Siriety and harmlessness of this practice if properly per- 
brmed, not only as a means of relieving the patient, bul 
of arriving at a diagnosis. He maintained tliat the ad- 



vantage thus guned by opening t 
counterbalanced by any after risK. 

In the third st^, when the synovial membrane was 
destroyed, the cartilage of incrustation eroded, and ther« 
irere positive evidences of bony crepitus present, the 
operation of etwtdion was strongly urged. 

If such an operation were performed before the acetabu- 
lum had become perfinBted ami the system exhausted by 
hectic feverj there was every prospect of a final recovery; 
and that within a very few months, with but very slight 
deformity, and almost perfect motion. Various examples 
of the benefit of such treatment were given in detail, and 
the report closed with a tabular review of seventy-two 
cases of ezsection at tliis joint Of tliese operations fifty- 
eight were pwrformed for caries; forty-four recovered with 
more or less perfect motion, and the remaining fourteen 
died ; seven from ezhauHtion, the acetabulum being per- 
ibrated and the system being broken down by gangrene ; 
two fhim psoas abscess ; three from insufficient removal i^ 
the disease ; one ft'om fracture ; and in one (he causa 
of death was not stated. Of the remaining fourteen opera- 
tions eleven were performed for gun-^ot wounds, only two 
recovering; one for fracture; and in the other two the 
reason for operating was not slated. 

Dr. Krackowitzeb, of N. Y., asked wherein the splint 
mentioned differed from the one known as Dr. Davis's, and 
which of the two had been first in use 7 

Dr. Satsc, in reply, staled that he had seen Dr. Davis's 
splint before his own was manufactured, and had ex- 
pressed to that gentleman bis disapprobation of the means 
used for extennon, and that he (Dr. S.) had afterwards set 
to work to construct one that answered, as he thoudit, 
the purposes better. He further remarked, that in Dr. 
Davis's splint there was, in place of the ratchet and cog, a 
wmple hin^e arrangement, which was incapable of regulat- 
ing extension. This he considered a very important point 
to be looked after, inasmuch as a child would grow fully 
three or four inches every year, and it was neoessary, when 
the instrument was worn fur any oon.iidorable length of 
time, that the means of exten^on should be so regulated 
as to meet all the requirements of the case. Dr. S. main- 
tained that in his modiGcation this principle was lully 
carried out 

Dr. Crosbt remarked, that the subject of the treatment 
of hip-joint disease was a very interesting one to him, 
more particularly that part of it which referred to the 
opening of the joint. He thongfat that the proper time of 
performing such an operation was a matter well worth 
aiscussing. 

Dr. SArRE, iti this connexion, stated, that if the jdnt 
was fully distended so as to give the peculiar deformi^ 
referred to in the second stage of the disease, where tim 
limb was u)parently lengthened flexed, abducted, and 
everted, and with no signs of the diaappearaoeo of the 
efi\ision, he would puncture the joint and aiUrwards apply 
the splint. The earlier such an operation was performed 
the better it was for the patJent If, on the other htitiA, 
there was good reason to suppose the existence of eero- 
pumleDt matter in the joint, as shown by the long con- 



tinuauce of the disease, general emMualion of the patient^ 
and hectic, a free incision should be resorted to, taking cars 
that no pouch be left. 

Dr. Mdsset, of Ohio, asked Dr. Sayre what was the 
guide for making the puncture. 

Dr. Satkb stated that the puncture was made just be- 
hind and above the trochanter major ; the depth at which 
the instrument entered varied with the amount of fat 
deposited in the sub-tegumentarr tissne. In answer lo a 

Siiestion from Dr. Atlee, Dr. 3. remarked that if (he 
laracter of the fluid was found after puncture to be sero- 
purulent, the puncture would be converted into a free 
incision ; if it was then found that the disease had pco- 

Sregsed still farther, that the bone had been left bare, aU 
lat remained to be done was exsection of the diseased 
portion. The after treatment consisted in keeping any re- 
sulting infiammation in check. 

Dr. Cbosbt stated, that in a case in which hie perfomed 
puncture, he first made an incision through the skin and 
areolar tissue behind the trochanter down to the muscle; 
then separating the fibreti of the some with a director, be 
ascertained, by the motion of the instrument, the extent of 
the distension. A trocar was introduced, and synovia and 
pus escqiing, the incision was enlarged in the same man- 
ner as referred to by Dr. Sayre. The case treated in 
this way recovered in a surpri^ngly short space of time, 
the patient walking about three months after the inciaioii 
was made. After the operation, all (liat remained to be 
done was to qiprozimate the edges of the wound by ad- 
he«ve str^n, the lower portion being kept open by the 
introduction of a tent. 

Dr. Htdb asked Dr. Sayre's experience in re&reooe ta 
the opening of other join to. 

Dr. Sayre replied, tliat he had opened the ankle and 
elbow joints repteatedly ; had followed the same general 
principle, and hod obtained like good results. In reference 
to the treatment of Uie early stage of the disease, Dr. Sayre 
stated that Dr. March, of Albany, had some years before 
constructed a splint for (he purpose of keeping the parte al 
rest, and preventing any friction or undue pressure of ll» 
two inflamed synovial surfaces upon each other. He be- 
lieved that Dr. M. was the first one who advocated that 
plan of treatment, and he desired very much to hear thai 
gentleman's experience. 

Dr. Aluin Mahoh, of Albany, next made in substance the 
following remarks: — It is true, a few years ago, I brou^t 
this subject before this association, and Dr. Sayre has given 
a faithful account of the views that I entertuned at that 
time. The principle of treatment applied more especially 
to the early stages of the disease, ana conweted in keeping 
the parts in a state of quiescence and in removing all un- 
due prcB.iitre. As long ago as the days of Dr. Physic of 
Philadelphia, a splint was employed in the treatment of 
this disease. His (Dr. P.'s) idea was simply to prevent 



Harris published, in the Philatiefyihia 
Medical Examiner, four cases of morbus coxariuc^ treated 
by himself, with extension and counter-extension; but 
made no allusion to the pathological condition of the joint 
structures involved upon which he founded his treatment. 
My attention was directed to tlio investigation of the 
pathological condition of the moat common and destruo- 
tivc form of hip disease as early as tlie year 1845 or "46. 
At the session of this Association held in Boston, 1849, At 
the office of Prof. J. B. S. Jackson, and in his presence, 
tOf^ther with some twenty-five or thirty other distin- 
guished surgeons end pathol<^te, I exhibited several 
rimene of morbus coxanus, and endeavored to explain 
destructive process of this terrible disease. Where two 
inflamed surfaces rub upon each oUier, or where undue pres- 
sure is made on the tender and infiamed parts, and ooa- 
tinued for some time, necrosis and more or less destruc- 
tion of the joint is pretty sure to follow. The only way 
to remedy such evil eflfect^ was to remove the cause by 
taking off the pressure. To this end I oonstrueted a nwb 
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MipsrUns, Bad broD|;fat it be((n« the Anodatioit at its ««- 
BW« in Ntnr York, 18t3. It aooMted mmpl; of a long 
BfUBt, broader rtxive th»n bcfcnr, to whidi ■ feot-^iieoa 
WM Bttadiad, Bud a perineal and ciroalaf ati«p or b«tt 
Tim long onlade sptint extended frois the sde of tbe foot 
to a point on the nde naortj appoeile to tha nipfiiej Uid kl 
the part opposite to the troofaaiitef msjor, thera wa« a 
feDeetnun or opening b^r whirii all ktenJ preanm irta re- 
taoved from that pngoettng point of bone, and consequent^ 
bom ibe acelabaluin. In regard to the regalia of tlua 
plaa oT treatment, I find them fiiHy corroborated b; the 
ezpnriencs of Dta. Bajre and Daria. 

Sot to go lartheT; with regkrd to the operative part — to 
the openid^ of the kni-jaint, fnrast coiJeaellutve hadverf 
Utile espenenoek I have two Rpecimens in mtj museum of 
b«ad9 of fesniTS which were necrosed, and 'trere worked 
cot qrantmeonslj. In both ioiitancee the patients re- 
oorerad, and, 1 belieT«, are etUl living, in the enjoyment of 
^ood health. 1 hare opened the ankle, knee, and elbew- 
joints not nnticqaeatlf ; bat I do not remember to have 
opaned tbe hip-joiot more thm twice. In ooe Instance, I 
fidad to reach the eflbnon ; but, in procen of time, the ne- 
CToeedbooe worked through the opening made; thatymnf 
man is now alive, and in good health. The mother, at the 
tMM of the operation, tboosht I was too (timI, and in » 
few dajs Bent for another phjeician in the neighborhood, 
who said that I was tnt^tsken in my diagno^ and that it 
wat nothing but a case of rhenmatism. 

He stated, in conclusion, that when hie apparatna was 
finrt brou^t forward, he was preth' aeverel j- criticised in 
reference to the mipposed iH effects from confinement. 

In Dr. Sajre's apparatus, this confinement, after the 
acute character of toe disease had subsided, was unneces- 
aary, anditWBBConsequentlymoredesfrableonthatBcconnt, 
as a valuable mean* of cure. He was glad to see eflbrta 
made to improve the treatment of a disease so common, 
aid heretofore so dcBlmctive to limb, if not to life; and, 
if be had been the hnmble agent in directing the attention 
of the profession to its mechanical treatment, on truepfl' 
thoiogifal and philompkieal principle!!, he feh as though ho 
had not in vain devoted many studious hours to this inte- 
resting and important subject. 

Dr, Huimiitt), of New Hampshire, stated that he had 
a case of hip-disease which had been managed upon what 
he considered the conservative principlei where the abscess 
was allowed to burst The patient was afterwards placed 
upon March's Splint for three months and a half. As the 
result of that traatWent, the inflammation subsided, and the 
general health of the patient very much improved, so much 
so, that it was venr desirable to get him up and about 
Jnst at that time Dr. Sayre's report came to hand, and 
it struck Dr. H. that it was Just the instrument that was 
applicable to that case. Accordingly he sent a measure, 
ana Irwt soon supplied with die apparatus. The splint was 
first applied in the afternoon intfa a slight amount of ex- 
tension, which was increased the following morning. On 
the Avowing morning, the patient's clothes were put on 
him, and be was assisted to walk to tbe window and sit in 
B chair, where, at the time of making this report, he stiU 
remmed. The child is some six or seven years of age, and 
in testimony of the good effects of the treatment, desired 
Dr. H. to return his sincere thanks to Dr. Sayre for his in- 
sbumaat The speaker expressed himself is enfirely satis- 
fied with the result of tbe case, and intended at the very-first 
opportunity again to tt^t the advantages of the instrument 
(A U eonUiMti.) 

O-AS Lkakage NtriUHCE. — It is reckoned that about 
386,000,000 of cubic feet of gas escwe per annum in the 
metropoBs — or, in odter words, that about 1,000,000 cubic 
feet a day of that ddictoOB vapor is let loose in an unbnmed 
State upon London society. Some authorities reckon the 
quantity at about 2,000,000 feet per diem. The loss in 
hard cash comes up to about £50,000 per annum.— ifcd. 
^mttand QatrtU. 



DEATH OP EGBERT RAY, JR., M.D. 
Tai death of Dr. Bay is felt by a lai^ drcle of profes- 
sional {rieiida with luiusaal dept£ of sorrow. It is not only 
the loss of a young man, but of one of rare efidownenta, 
and fkvored with every tacilily-foi bringing his talents into 
effective service. 

He was an alumnus of Columbia College ; and upon re- 
ceiving the degree of Dootoi in Hedioine from the College 
of PhvaiGiaiis and Surgeon^ his inaugural t^ieais upon Hoe- 
[^tal O-angrene, a carefiit record of an epidemic which then 
raged in uie New York Ho^tal, was requested for publi- 
catioD. He antawl the aervice of the New York Eospitsl, 
and, afW finishing hia lenn ai House-Surveon, was «>• 
pointed Cuistor of the Hoqiital Uuseun. Zealous in tM 
advancement of scientific medioine, he prepared a catalogue 
of the Uosewa which will be » valued memento of bis 
professional ardor. His industry was untiring, his manners 
of exoeeding modesty, his jud^ent prompt and sagadoas. 
Powwied of Antune, his chan^ will be remembered by 
many who were its rocipienls and sole witnesses. Chris* 
tian &ithwas the baais of his virtues, and many mourn that 
one BO loved, so favored, and so devoted, should bs tak«i 
from them, and from the profeesion he adorned. 
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AFPOIHTHEirrS. 

BaujTin Hospital. — B. A. Segur, i^ Ct, and Chas 
GoviU, of Ct, BS Junior Assistsat FhyaicianB to fill vi 
occBStoned by resignation. 

St. Lt^KE'a Hospital, Nbw York,— Wouah B. CAfltr, 
1I.D., Phyrician, in pUee of Dr. T. G. TnoMAa, resigned. 

HlMCAI. DlPARTmilT or THE UNrVBRBUT Or PlHDSTl.- 

VAiriA. — WtLLiAH Pepphi, M.D., of PhUadelphia, to the chair 
of Tlieory and Practice, vacated by Prof. Gbo. B. Wood. 

HowABD HoepTTAL, Pbiu. — S. W. GROSS, M.D., to the 
department of Diseases of the Qenito-Urinary Organs; and 
Gharlu Nirr, U.D., to the department of General 
Surgery, m place of Dr. a W. Gross, resigned. 

UinvEHarrv or JlABTLAnn,— Ebwabd Wabrdi, M.D., of 
Edentcn, N.C., Editor of the " Medical Journal" of North 
Carolina, to Uie chair of Materia Uedtca, vacated by Prof. 
CuARLES Fhicke, deccascd. 

RmrarRAK, Kv.— a. M. Bnnsa, H.D., ci' Louisville, Editor 
" Louisville Medical Joam^," Registrar of Kentucky. 

Idiot Astluv, Kt. — J amis Sodilan, U.D., to tlie Super- 
intendency of the new idstituteon for i£ols in the State of 
Kentucky. 

ARVT AKO NAVV latdCAL INTIXLiaEnCR. 

Ttn Arht Medical Board will nssemble at Baltimore 
on tlie 20lh of September, for the examination of assistant- 
surgeons for promotioD, or of such candidates for appoint- 
ment for the medical staff of the army as may be invited to 
present themselves. There are now three vacancies in the 
grade of assistant-surgeons. 

Tm Naval Midical Board, recent]* convened at Phila- 
delphia^ recommended for Assistant^Surgeons :— 1. Jamm 
E. LnrosAY, N.C. ; 2. Henrt F. McSH«Rar, Va. ; 3. Joiw 
J. GiBSOB, in. ; 4. OsBORS S. Inolbbabt, Md, ; 5. Samdw, 
J. Josra, Penn.; 8. BoB«wr R. Gibbis, aC; 7. Jossph 
W. Shivelt, O. o„ r 1 

The foRowing gentlemen, AsaiManUSorgeona,were lound 
qualified for promotion :— Daniel B. Coor«J, James i*w», 
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Francis L. Gait, John S. Kitchen Albert L. Oibon, John 
Vunant, Edwtrd R Denbj, WiUuin M. P««e. 

Thr Armt Medical Bo4Bii of ExiMmin, reccntlj con- 
Tened in New York, ^edommended Qie folkiwing geuUe- 
men for •dmissioD into toe Array aa AssistBotr^urgeoDS : — 

Wkbhter, Mm. ; Job» Vttnun, U.S. Nmj ; W, A. 

M. pAOWTLBHor, Va. ; C. C. Btriik, F1«. 

Tnx Nkw York Pathoixmhcil Sooncrr has adfonmed to 
the 12th of Septembor. 

WiLUAK Lanosbaw, M.D., of Sast Cambridge, Mass., 
has joined the Arctic Eipedition of Dr. Hayes, as Snrgwn 
and Naturalist 

HsntT Wbntwortb Aoklahd, M.D., Regka Profenor of 
Medicine, and Clinical Profesaor hi the Univenity of 
Oiribrd, is Physidan to the Prince of Walee, and will accom- 
pany him on his tonr in this country. 

DirarBEKiA is prevailing in Homer, Cortland C ., N. T. 
The number of deaths having as yet, amounted to three, 



has been elected President, and Dr. James HcLeran, Se- 
cretary of this Body. 

PdiLtDELpnTA Hospital. — Dr. 8. D. Grose wae rieeted 
President, and Dr. J. L. Ludlow, Secretary, by the Medkal 
Board of this Hospital, at its recent annnal meeting. 

MraeiONART TO THK N«»roBiAiiB. — Pr»ok H. TomiK, M.D., 
late of Berkshire Medical CoHege, has been appointeci to the 
Neatorian Misdon, and will sail early in July fh)m Boston, 
to assume his duties as a Medical Missionary. 

DsirnisrTr MmicAL CotAxoz. — This institution during 
the past winter had a class of 420 students, and at its spring 
commencement graduated 138. We are gratified to an- 
nounce that the tai^ niuober of fwafhcm students, who an- 
nually patronise this school of medicinej were in no way 
aOecled by the ttampedt which occurred in Philadelphia. 

A StcovD Mkdccal School in Bbooklth. — During the 
last session or the New York State Legislature, a charter 
w^ granted to the BrooMyn Mediad and Saryicml hutiitde, 
for the purpose of establishing and mnintainiDg an Infirmary 
and Medical (3oilcgB, with power also to giant the degree 
of Doctor in Medicine. 

Tbe Uesical Dbpartuiht or rai Bakib UniTaBSTrT, 
is tte name of n new medical sdiool reported to haYB been 
organiied at Leavenworth city — with the foUowiog profea- 



Principles and Practice of Surgery U. B. Thomas, M.D.; 
MatenaMedica and Therapeutics, H.QrifBn, M,D.; Chemistry 
and Toxicology, T. Sinks, M.Dj Institutes of Medicine, W. 
Booth Smith, M.D. ; Medical Jarisprudenoe and Sanitary 
Silence, Q. W. Hf^ehoom, M.D. ; CliDkad and Op«mtiTe 
Surgery, J. L Weaner, U.D.; Clinioal Medicine, C. J. Lm, 
M.D. ; Obstelrics, C. A. Logan, M.D. 

Middle GaonoiA Mcmcal Collboe, the fifth medical 
school in that State, was recently Mgaoized with the fbl- 
lowintr faculty; — Anatomy, L. L. Siundcn, M.D.; Surgery, 
John T. Banks, M.D. ; Materia Medics and Therapeutics, 
E, B. Gardner, M.D. ; Medical Jurisprudence, S. H. Soun- 
ders, M.D. ; PliysioloCT and Pathological Anatomy, F. 0. 
Dannelly, M.D. ; Medical Chemislry, L. J, Robert, A.M., 
M.D.; Institutes and Practice of Med, £. F. Soott, MJ).: 
ObstetrioL T. M. DarnalL M.D. ; Diseases of Women ana 
Children, M. J. Daniel, M.D. 

Unitubitt of VinomA.— Th9 fbllowiog gentlemen 
graduated in Medicine at the present session: fi. B. 
Hunter, Texas; R. P. Page, Clarke; W. H. Peck, Hamp- 
too; N. M. Read, Henry; A. E. Slaughter, CulpeiHKr; J. 
B. Sl«val, North Carolina- W. P. Tfiurman, Bedford ; J. 
B. Ward, Lynchburg; W. B. Wilson, North Cwolina. 

Ahkkica need not be dependent any longer on foreign 
discoveries. Why should the young country always have 
to be reading accounts of what the wd ones have done and 
are doing, instead of cuttJng out a career and immortality 
fc* itsein Let Americaa bookaellers be made to pay, and 
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Ble*dy observers and eloqneat writers in tiie laod of o 
chiklren ; and we wiah kr nothing mor« than that tbsy 
should have fiur play is the raoe, aod qieedily ou t alrip 
their fiithera, if they can, in the wodc of doiag good to man 
kiQd.-~iML Jimaand OtcMUe. 

Samtakt OmAnoNB or tbb Polkk. — The wwaUad Sa- 
nitary Squad of the N. T. P<^oe make the fijUowing report 
for the quarter ending Jooe 26, 1860 : — Sinks reported as 
being fiiLl, 1,872; Filtiiy tenement bouses, 1,376; Unade 
houses, 88; Unsafe stoops, 10; Unsafe sinks, 57; Filthy 
slaughter houana, 30 ; Total, 3,43a. Sinks deaned by order 
of the departmeot, i,142 ; Sinks deaned by City iD^woeor, 
byorderofdepMtiTiaot,730; Total, 1,872; Filthy tenenieot 
houaes clesDed by owner, by ordar of DepartDaent, 1,1S7; 
Filthy tenement houses clMined by oontraotor, by order of 
DepartoMDt, 189; Total, 1,376; Tba nu^rity of nanfa 
houses have been r«)aii«d, and the reraainder at* imdcp- 
going re|>airs, 88 ; Unsafe stoops repaired by order tsf De- 
pactmeDt, 10; Unsafe sinks repaired by OTder (rf' DeparV 
ment, &T ; Slaughter houses deanod t^ order of D^iarl- 
ment, Bft; Toti^ 3,433. 

HKiLTB or i«w TOBK FOB toM wBM mnam jtilt 7, 18W, 
Ikalk,—iiai,91; women, 73; boys, 141) 
ales, 232 ; females, 1B9. Cdored persons, L 
1'otal, 431. CorrespoQding week of 1858, 442, decrease 
U; of 1859, 457, decrease 2& Among the causes of death 
we notice :— -Cholera Infantjim, £5 ; Convulaiona, Infantile, 
40;Cro«ip,7; Diarrhoea, 7 ^ Dmhlherilf, 2 : Dysentery, 7; 
Fever, Scarlet, 23 ; Hooping Cough, 4 ; In&ammatioa of 
Lungs, 21; Measles, 5; Small Pox, 4; SunSlroks,l; Con- 
sumption, 64; Dropsjr in the Head, 20; Marasmus, In&n- 
tile, 22. JiecapitubiUon : Bones, JotnCs, iie, 2; Brain and 
Nerves, 108; Qenerative Orgwu, 8; Heart and Blood 
Teasels, 14; Lunes, Throat, Ac, 107; Old Aim, 4; Skin, 
&c, and Eruptive Fevers, 34; Premature Birth, 3; Stomach, 
Bowels, and other Digestive Organs, 118; Uncertwn Seat 
and General Fevers, 33. Total, 431, of whkb 33 were from 
violent causes. Aget: Under 2 years, 210; 80 aod up- 
wards, 6. Public JnstUutiotu: Alms House, Blackwell's 
Island, 5; Bellevue Hospital, 1»; City Hospital, 3; City 
Prisons, 1; Colored Home HoepitaL2; Island Bosi)ital,3; 
Lunatic Asylum, Blackwell's lalaoo, 2; Lunatic Asylum, 
Bloomingdale, 1; Nursery and Child's Hospii^, 2 ; Kudall't 
Island Nuraei; Hospital, 1 ; SLLu]£e'sHos|Htal,2; Ward's 
Island Emigrant Hospital, T. Total, 43. 



IUr.~July 3, at Saratoga Springs, Robikt Bat, ILD, 
of New York, in the 2Sth year of his age. 
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CLINICAL LECTURE ON 
"PERINEAL SECTION" AND STME'S OPERA- 
TION OF EXTERNAL URETHROTOMY. 

SXLTTSRXD AT THE ITEW TOBK HOBPITAL 

BY THOMAS M. MAEKOE, M.D., 



I have naked voutomeet meiathetheatre to-daj, geutle- 
loeD, because, tiuriDK the past few mODth^ yoa have seen 
in the wards a number of cftsea of operation for atricture 
and itB consequences, to which I willed to direct jour 
attention, as it were " en resumS." These operatioDB are 
of two different kinds, esoh having difieront indictttionSj and 
having a different surgical signiflcanee, and to these differ- 
ences, as well as to their points of resemblance, I have 
thought that our studj this morning might be profitablj 
directed. - 

No surgeon who has bad much expenence in the ma- 
nagement of strictures can bit to have enconntwed some 
cases which were entirely rebellious to treatment The 
reasons of this intractabitity I do not now propose to dwell 
upon ; but tho feet is one fully recognised by practical man, 
that there are a certain uuml>er of strictures which will not 
yield to dilatation, caustira, or internal indsion, or if they do 
80 yield, it is only for a time, the disease returning in all its 
severity as soon as active treatment is lud aaide. Still 
further these cases are, of conrse, liable to become CompK- 
cstad with any of the various accidents to which stricture 
patients are exposed ; and to a stricture thns rebdlious to 
•II treatment, we may have superadded, a retention of 
urine, a perineal abacess, or an eztravasatJon of urine, which 
adds to a case already difficult, an element of serioud danger 
to life. 

It is not wonderful that surgeons, in such cases, have been 
led to look to the knife to extricate their patients from so 
senouB a condition. Accordingly we find that two hun- 
dred years ago, there is a rci»rd of a case, in which despair- 
ing of rahef from ordinary plans of treatment, the sui^;eon 
was induced to puncture the bladder through the perineum, 
to release his patient from impending dea»i. Many other 
isolated cases are scattered over the records up to the pre- 
sent time, but the cutting operation through the perineum 
for the relief and cure of stricture, can hardly be regarded 
as a recognised operation until the present centory. I do 
not know that any particular name is associated with tiiis 
operation aa ita inventor, nor indeed that any of the great 
men who have employed it ol^m to have perfected its details. 
It seems to have gradually forced itself on the prolession, aa 
a resource in certMU otherwise desperato cases; and has 
always been looked upon as an undesirable, an unsatisfac- 
tory, and uncertain, though soraetiinee a neceeaary surgical 
expedient. Perhaps in glancing thus at the histiny of the 
operation, the name of John Hunter should not be omitted, 
he being one of the earlieat English surgeons who counte- 
nancnd or practised iU He first operated by opening the 
urethra behind the stricture, and pushiug a trocar through 
the contracted portion to meet bis opening behind. Thjs 
operation which, of course, can have but a limitod applic*- 
tion, he afterwords extended to the usoal incisions in peri- 
neo. Since his time most of the great surgeons have 
resorted to the operstion, and most of the distinguished 
writers have given it a place in their wcnka as an accepted 
mirKical expedient. 

^e operation is technically called (he perineai metUm, 
and I may as well here define what is meant by that term. 
It is applied to those cases, in which the surgeon, not being 
able to pass any instrument through the urethra, into the 
bladder baa therefore no guide in cutting throu^ thestrio- 
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tore, but his knowledge of the anatomical relations of the 
parts. This is also called the houiimniirt, or button-hole 
operation, by the French writers, because the iooisioDS make 
a sort (^ bniton hole betwoNi the ikin of the pedneum and 
the urethra. 

Having thus guanoed at the nature of the operatim and 
its history, let me ask your attentioQ to the oaaes in whid) 
ilfl perfbnnNice is indicated. In the-firat [dace^ then, I would 
premise that, by its vet; defloition, it is confined to those 
oaaee in which an inBtrumcnt cannot be passed throt^ the 
stricture. I do not propose, at this point, to enter into any 
discuBsiou of the question of the impermeability ofRtrictu[e& 
It is sufficient for our purpose, that there are many casesia 
which, at the time of operation, an instrnment cannot be 
made to pass ; and it is this which makes the distioetioa 
between the perineal section, aod another operation, is 
which the atricture is divided on a guide, previously passed 
through it, which latter procedure is a modern proposal, 
and as it was introduced by Mr. Syme of Edinburgh, haa 
been called by his name. In order to contrast soore etrik>- 
ingly these two operations, I have written this tabk& wbidi 
is intended to show the different oircumetanoes which, in 
the various forms oi stricture^ indicate one or the otbar as 
the moat proper to be peifbrmed. 



Pesinial Seottoh. 

1. Stteaiitm of Urine. 

2. Exiravniaiiim of Urine. 

3. Ptrineel Fittuia. 



Sriut'a Ofkutiov. 

I 1. Contradiie ttrieiura. 

2. Irritable vrttlu'o, 
I 3. Biieiuivt lirictiire, 

4. n^imtaiie tlridtiire. 



lit BeleKiiofi qf Urine complicating a elcee atricture ia a 
very oommMi circumstance, and can seneraUv be relieved 
by utj^opriate general remedies, togeuier with careful and 
gentle use of stnall bougies, as you saw us do in Ratx'a ewe, 
who was the last one before us in this condition. Some- 
times, however, we do not succeed in procuring relief, and 
the over-distended bladder demands immediato emptying. 
In this emergency we have several courses open to us. 
We may tap the bladder through an incisioil made alMve 
the pubee; we may tap it more safely and more oonve- 
nientJj, by a long curved trocar intix>duoed thrmuh the 
rectum after the method so ably advocaled by Mr. Go^ of the 
St Bartholomews Hospital ; or laetiy, we may p&tona the 
perineal section, in doing which we may most commonly have 
tlie Estisfactiou of curing at the same time the reteuljon and 
the stricture. The hope of obtaining this douUe result 
makes this operation emineotiy suit^e in most of theae 
cases, aod it waa for this condition that moat of the earUer 
operations of perineal section were pedbrmed ; and I may 
mention in paaaing, that cases of retention are generally 
easier to manage by tlus operation, became the urethra, 
distended behiiut the stricture by the aoonmulated urine, 
offers a sort of guide in searching for the (rack into this 
bladder, which is entirdy wanting when the operMion is 
perftx'med for other conditions. 

74. Extravataiiott o/ Urine. — This acddent, as you know, 
demands in all cases, and as promptiy as possible, deep and 
free incisions into tho parts which are invaded by the urine. 
Now, as in roost instances it is the perineum which is the 
seat of the ufiiisionj we have again a double indication for 
performing the perineal section, inasmuch as the incision we 
make for the purposeof reaching the strictare ia serviceable 
in giving vent to the extravasatod urine. This unfortunate 
accident is one which very freqnentiy demands qierativc 
interference, because the inflamrnation and swelling which 
the urine causes in the tissues oulwle of the urethra, are ^t 
to dose up the paaaege of a cloee strioture, to that do inatni- 
menl can be got through, and an operation without a guide 
- ^ id that tlio operation when per- 

oomparativefy easy ; '^''™ ^P*"^ 



is our only rowurce. 1 said that tlie operation when per- 
formed for retention was comparatively e"y; when per- 
formed for exUavaaatioo, on the other hand, it la often, trum 
the confusion of parts and tissuei, by the iiiflammauon and 
slougbinc, produced by the contact ot the uriae, a blind grop- 
inrTm which the only thing we have to go'* °' «• <»w Imow, 
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ledge of the positioa which the urelhni ou^t to occupy in 
reUtion to the bony promineocei in ita neighborhood. 

3d. Parintal FUtaiai. — The verj exiaUnce of these CbUiIk 
indicates > St«tre and kdvuiced degree of stricture, and a 
condition oiparta unfdvorable to cure by ordinary methods. 
Still further, these fistulie theiDseivee require the same 
tTMtmeDt whidi Gstulce are to »a», to require in other parts 
of the body, Tit. an incision which ahall lay them opeu Ireely 
towards the nearest natural surface. The operation there- 
fore of perineal section aeema particularly indicated in these 
cases, and, in fact, I very much doubt whether dilatation of 
the stricture, be it ever so complete, would often b« succeK- 
(bl in healing up (be perineal fietute, particularly if they 

4rt. Jmpattabie Stricturt. — If we have a case which is 
absolutely impwsablp, thnn it ia evident that the perineal 
•Mtion is oar only resource, ^ith regard to this matter of 
impanable strictures, there has been a vast deal of none- 
«e«aary controversy. Probably some of you can remember, 
a few years ago, hiow severely Mr, 8yme was handled ou 
bothsideaof the Adantic, for having asserted, as itwassaid, 
that there was no aadb thing as an impennefble stricture. 
Kow, in fact, Mr, 8yme never did say that there was no 
such thing as an impassable stricture, but be made some 
pretty itrong eipressions as to its extreme rarity in his own 
pracliee, which subsequent experience obliged him to explain 
and to modify. The controveniy which thus originated 
waa nevertheleee bitter and acrimonious in the extreme, but 
it has hod one good effect ; it baa made men waU^ and sift 
their experience with great care, and it has Uins brought 
out the great bet, which is the one of practical in)t>ortance 
to UB, that where we have lime to wait and where there is 
DO morbid irritability of Ihe nrethra, we can, by patjent, 
oareliil, and repeated efforts, finally succeed in introducing 
an insbament, durough the doseat strictures, in so lai^ a 
proportion of cases, »• lo show that Mr. Syme was not far 
wrong in the strong atatementa which he originally mode 
on this subject. Making all due ^owance for this fact, 
however, I do contend that, in' actual practice, we occasica- 
ally meet with cases where, from want of time or fVom 
o^er canacK, we cannot introduce any instrument to serve 
•s a guide for oat inctsions. I do not now allude to those 
rare oaseswhere, from traumatio causes, the canal is sntirely 
obliterated. In all tliese cases, therefore, of impassable 
stricture, where the condition of things is such that delay 
would be baaardous. the perineal section ia indicated 

To these four,perii^ I should add another class of cases 
indicating thia operation, vit. those in which false passages 
exist, whidi turn aside the point of our inatrament, be it 
large or small, so that we are unable to find the opening of 
the urethra, which, if it could be found, wouH perhaps be 
UiTge enough to receive a good~siied instrument. A vety 
bu^ pnq»rtion of the cases of dose stricture received in tbra 
institution, are complicated with false pasai^ee. Unskilful 
persons, and those not acoustMsed to appreciate Ihe amount 
of force which lie urethral membrane will bear, are ezoeed- 
ingly apt, in their anxiety to surmount the obstruction 
which they encounter, to use such a degree of pressure with 
the ptunt of the instrument, as to ibrce it through the 
mueoufl membrane of the canal, into the areolar tiKue out- 
side. This tissue being loose and taoerable, allows the in- 
itnuneat to travel through it wiChoat much difficulty, and 
file operator, finding that he hM passed tlie point of ob- 
■trnction, congratulates himself that he has got his instru- 
ment throDBh the stricture, and does not discover his mis- 
t^e, until the and of the catheter is sto^nied by coming io 
contact vrith the prostate gland, or the side of the bladder, 
and no water flows through it This accident certainly ia 
due, ia most instances, to want of skill or want of care and 
gcntleuGM on the part of the operator; but, gentlemen, let 
me caution yon not to imagine that, with all the skill and 
knowledge you may possess, yon may not yomwlf do the 
very tlnng which we are condemning. You must remember 
that the mBoona membrane around a stricture is apt to be 
more or less softened fVvm iaflammatioa, and that in this 



conditJon a very slight pressure, particularly with the point 
of a small metalUc instrument, will perforate the eorioneil 
membrane, and we may thus, any of us, produce a false 
passage when we little expect it, and with a degree of force 
which we did not suppose sufficient to cause the mischief. 
The true safeguard against this accident is to have the pos- 
sibility of its occurrence always before you, and this will 
generate a care, and deliberation, and delicacy, in your 
uianipulationfi, which, if you have a proper knowledge of 
the anatomy of parts you ore working on, will pretty cer- 
tainly preserve you from the apprehended danger. For 
myself; so great do I regard the risk of inflictuig injury on 
the urethra by the use of small silver or steel instru- 
ments, that I have for years abandoned their use ahuest 
entirely, and now depend upon the flexible bougies and 
catheters, in all cases of close stricture, during the earliest 
stages of treabnent, when small pointed instruments are 
necessarily used. I aiu happy to say that la using the fine 
conical inatruments made hy the French I have had ever^ 
reason to be satisQed, and I believe thia would be the testi- 
mony of most of my colleagues in this HospitaL 

Havlnff thus glanced briefi^ at the classes of cases which 
require the operation of perineal section, let me now give 
give you an account of the operation itselC Tlie perineum 
being ahaved and cleansed, and the bowels veil evacuated, 
the operation is generally best performed with a bladder 



wound, and be the evidence on the completion of the opera- 
tion, that we Lave reached the bladder with our insttumeuts. 
A full-sized grooved stall should be passed down to the 
stricture, and held by an assistant steadily against it. An 
incision sbuuld now be made along tlie median line of the 
perineum, and its position and ex tent regulated by the depth 
of perineum and the situation of the slriclAtre, We cut 
carefully in the median line, because you know no Urge 
vessels cross tliat line, and we iheiefore avoid, in a greut 
degree, the danger of hemorrhage. Having carried our in- 
cision down to the staff' which can be felt in the urethra, 
this canal is to be opened a little in front of the stricture, by 
an opening whicli should be large enough to give you a 
full view ot the interior of the mucous canal, and, if possible, 
of the anterior face of the stricture. In order to get this 
full view of the stricture, it is necessary to have the cut 
edges of the open urethra drawn forwards towards the sur- 
foee, and at the same lime drawn apart, so as lo open the 
wound as wide as may be. This may be done by fine hooks, 
or more conveniently by threads passed by a curved ueedle 
through the cut edges of the urethra. These threads, which 
you saw me use in the case of White, are very convenient^ 
are not in the way of your inslrumenls, and very much 
facilitate the further' steps of Ihe operalioo. Saving 
opened the urethra, one of two conditions may pi-es^nt 
itself. J'h-it, in a certain number of cases having the ante- 
rior face of the stricture directly under the eye, we can 
succeed in passing a probe or diiector through the stricture ; 
or Mcond, with all care we may not be able tu introduce the 
smallest instrument past the obstructiou. If the first con- 
dition obtains, and we are fortunate enough Co getuDythiog 
through the stricture, the further steps of the operation are 
simple and easy enough. We liave odI^ to divide the con- 
stricted portion of the urethra on thia instrument and the 
cutting part of the operation is done. If, on the other hand, 
we cannot get any instrument to pass, and I am sorry to 
say that it is the most common condition of tliese casef, we 
have to work along with a small pointed sharp knife in the 
direction of the urethra, cutting ea httle as may be, and 
constantly searching with a probe for the urethra behind 
the stricture. And here, genUemoD, commences the diffi- 
culty of the operation. You can easily f>ee thstat beat it is 
a groping in the dark, and when the parts are tliickened 
and altered by inSanunaiion there ia uo operation in surgery 
mui'e tedious or more difficult If thti sU'ictured partof tlic 
canal is short, and the surroundingpai'ts not much diseased, 
by a httle careful dissection we can usually divide llie stiic- 
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tare and reach the aound urethra behind it, and this ia much 
t»cilit«t«d bj the uriDe pressing forward aod distending Uie 
canal. Bat iT the sUrictured fwrt be extensive, and the sur- 
rounduig parts much all«red, then it must be Mknowl«<^ed 
there can be no certainty or pr«cisioii in the diaeection. It 
is tnily aa exploring eipedltioa, and the moet important 
qnalificatioD for it is an inexhaustible stock of patient per- 
8«Teraiice. Sometimes the knife franders by the side of 
the stricture and reaches Ihe urethra bejond without having 
dirided the stricture at atL This we cannot ^wajs ^>pr»- 
ciata in the altered condition of the tissues, and we maj 
think oureelves fortunateif we bare made asbort and direct 
communication between the two divisions of the urethra, 
and whether we have ttudopen the stricture or gone by the 
side of it~we oflen have no meftns of knowing, and fortu- 
natelj no reason to suppose that it will make any material 
difference in the final result. Haring egtablisfaed a commn- 
nicatioQ between the urothra behind and before the stric- 
ture, all that remains is for us to pass a fuU-sised catheter 
•louK the whole canal, and tic it with tapes so tliat it ^lall 
not slip out from the bladder. The after treatment OMisiats 
in keeping the catheter in the bladder for a length of time 
which should Tsrj according to the case. If jour Incisions 
have been extensive and a wide space baa intervened be- 
tween the two portions of the orethra and particularly if 
you fear that the incisions have passed round rather than 
through the stricture, then the catlieter had better be allowed 
to remain a week or ten days, changing and cle*ning 
it at interi'ah, in order to mould round the gnuin- 
tations whicli spring up to fonn the new portion of the 
canal If, on the other hand, you liave bad to cut but little 
in going through the stricture, so that there is butUttle new 
urethra to be formed by granulation, then it is not best to 
lAave tht; instrument in more than two or three days. In 
either case, however, it should be introduced daify for a 
time, and in fact aa often and for as long a period as may be 
neoeasary to prevent a recontniction uf the divided stric- 
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Prauo Htokni instructs man how to remove from bis 
midst the prolific sources of disease; to level the tiiick 

forest whicli intervenes between his homHtead and the 
free passage of the purifying breeze, and the access of the 
genial rays of the sun ; to drain or fill up reeking swamps 
and festering pools; to cleanse foul and fetid sewers and 
cearoools, and the proper systam of drainage and sewerage 
for tai^ cities; to buildbarracksand hospitals in s^ubrious 
locahties; to remove bodies of troops from those which are 
not so, to Others that are, thus greatly diminishing the mor- 
tality of annie« and the expenditures of govemmeots; to 
oppose the lacaretlo and the quarantine to the introduction 
of pestiferous effluiia; (o purify the infoctcd holds of ships; 
to cleanse the interiors of fool and filthy dwellings, and to 
separate th«r over-crowded masses of disease-producing 
JoEiabitBnts, and so to build tenant-houses, as to secure 
alike the health and comfort of their inmates. It teaches 
him how to effect the ventilation of all buildings destined 
fijrthe reoeptionoflaf^ concourses of individuals — prisons, 
churches, toeatres, public sdiools, lecture-rooms and balls 
of legislation. It secures for the inlarior of hoepitab, that 
necessary supply of pure air, which aasures their inmates 
^MDst the prevalence at those terrible scourges, hospital 
typhus, dysentery, erysipeLis, gangrene and puerperal fever, 
which have fi-om time to time produced In those institu- 
tions such an amount of mortahty, as has oaused it to be 
gravely debated whether hospitals were not, upon the 
whole, a greater curse than blessing to the poor. It 
remoTOS from wards and other places, into which they had 
obtained access, all malarious inRuences, by means (^suit- 
able ventilation, cleanliness and disinfecting agencies. — Or. 
W. a It(AerU Etaoginm o/Medicai &ia>c«. 
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It has long been known that severe or protracted dys- 
pnoea gives rise to a greater oc less degree of congestion of 
the lungs, and various theories have been proposed from 
time to time, to explain this result. Haller supposed that 
the impeded play of the lungs presented a mecbanical 
obstacle to a free circulation of uie blood through those 
organs, and hence an accumulation in the pulmonary 
veaBel8.(a) Dr.Qoodwyn{b) maintained that the imperfectly 
aerated blood did not afibrd the neoessary stimulus to th« 
left side of the heart ; that therefore the left chambers con- 
tracting feebly, emptied themselves imperfectly, and the 
btood set back into tlie lungs. Bichat(c}, agiun, supposed 
that the circulation of venous blood through the substance 
of the hearty produced a more or less perfect paralysis of 
that OT^;Bn, mcreased by the depressed condition of the 
nervous system, and that the blood stagnated in the lungs, 
as in the systemic circulation, from a deficiency in the pro- 
pulaive force. This view continued to be held for a fang 
time, until the publication of Dr. Kav's work on asphyxia, 
in 1834, introduced a new tbeoiy, which is the one gene- 
rally held at the present time. Dr. Kay shows that the 
obstruction begins in the Iuukb, and attributes it to the 
chemical condition of the blood, which he conceives to be 
such ae to prevent its circulation through the minute pul- 
monary capillaries. He says: "The laws generally ob- 
served to regulate the action of the small vessels in other 
structures would be violated if the vessels which usually 
carry arlerisJ blood, were also able to convey, with e<^ual 
facility, venous blood in every stage of its changes until it 
acquires its darkest color." And again: "When venous 
blood eaters those vessels which formerly conveyed Sirt«rial 
blood only, this degenerated fluid is no longer aUe to 
excite their actJoo, and the circulation stagnates in the 
structure of the lung8."(d) 

In fiirther elucidution of this theoi^, a q>ecies of " vital 
attraction " has been supposed to exist between the walla 
of the capillaries and the blood, by which the circulation 
was facilitatei This attraction, however, was euppoaed to 
be operative only in the case of arterial blood, and consa- 
quently to cease to act as *fiO0o as the blood assumed a 
venous character, (e) 

More recently, FroC Wintrich has advanced the opinion 
that the pulmonary congestion depended entirely upon the 
paralywig effect, upon the heart, of the circulation ot 
venous bEiod in the coronary vessels, and that Ihe nerve- 
centres 3u£rui«d no diminution of activity from the impure 
nature of the blood with which they were BuppUed.(f) 

C. J. B. Williams^) gives it as his opinion that at leaet 
the larger pulmonary vessels possess a contractile power, 
whichiscalfedmtoactionupon the application of an unusual 
irritation. Such an irritation he supposes to be produced 
by the presence of non-arterialised blood, and the result 
is Ui obstruction of the circulation. 

Now the degree of congestion capaUe of explanation 
by any or all of the foregoing theories, can be readily 
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MtJmftted bj exuoining the luogi of an tnimal destroyed 
by section of Ihe meduU* oUongktA. Ibia c^iention pro- 
duces an imraediBt* ceaeartJoB of the reapiratory move- 
ments, and death b; apiKEs is the result The action ot 
the heaii is in no wty directly interfered n-ith, and we have 
present, therefore, afl the conditiona for the production of 
congestion, whiefa are oontempUted in any of the above 
hrpotheses. Were they sufBcient to account for all the 
pbeaomena obserred, we should expect to find in ihis case 
the maximum of congestion, or, at leaet, a degree of con- 
gestion eqoal to that produoed by ligature of ihe tndiea. 
But in reality a most striking difference is observed. In 
numerous insUncee in which I have performed this experi- 
ment, some degree of congestion was umfomiaUy found 
when desth was caused by section of Oie medulla, but it 
was insignificent when compared to that produced by 
occlusion of the trachea. The chemical condition of the 
blood must be the same in one case aa in the other and its 
effect upon the heart, lungs, etc., also the same. Therefore 
to account for the eicesa of congestion in the latter case, 
over thst'in the former, we ore compelled to assume the 
existence of a cause of conation, otoer than those given 
in the theories cited. This cause is to be found in the 
increased energy of the respiratory movements. In con- 
sidering the mechanical part of respiration, we are apt to 
OTerlook the fact that there are him avenues of ingress into 
the lunss, one by the air passages for the air, and another 
by the Blood vessels for tlie blood, and that the filling out 
of the ^ace acquired within the Uiorax, by the expansion 
of its walls during inspiration is accomplletied. not by one 
of these avenues to the exclu^on of the other, but i>y 
both ; that, in a wortf, we respire blood in precisely the 
same wa^, and by precisely the same mechanism as we 
respire air. The amount of blood drawn into the lungs in 
an ordinary laspirstioa is-small, owing to the flict that the 
space acquired within the chest is readily Glled out by air 
admitted through the trat^ea. But, obstruct the entrance 
of air, and at the same time increase the force of the inspirs- 
tory effort, and the amount of blood entcring-the lungs may 
be greatly increased. The atmospheric pressure upon the 
vessels within the thorax is rendered less than that upon 
the vessels of the body generally, and a rush of blood irom 
every direction towards the thoracic cavity is the result. 
Hence it is evident that in every esse of dyspnoea depend- 
ing upon obstruction of the air passages, there must be a 
congested stale of the lungs at me termination of every 
Insf^ratory effort. But is not this congestion refieved dur- 
ing expiration? In normal respiration, the quantity of 
blood drawn into the lunes, at each inspiration, is so small 
that it is readily expelled during expiration by the rewli- 
ency of the vea^Is, and by the pressure exerted upon them 
by the contracting tissue of the lung. Nevertheless, the 
blood being a heavy, incomprcEsible fluid, opposes a cer- 
tain degree of resistance to tiiis expelling force, and hence 
some little time is required for the complete removal of the 
temporary congestion. Under normid eiroumatances the 
interval between the inspirations ia sufficient for this pur- 
pose. But in dyspnoea, m addition to tlie overloaded con- 
dition of the vessels, the interval between the inspirations 
is diminished. At the same time the effect upon the 
vessela of over distenaion, is an impairment of their 
tonicity. We have therefore three circumstances working 
together to produce an accumulation of blood in the lungs 
with each respirstorv act. 1. The amount of blood to be 
expelled Is increased. 2. There is less time allowed for ita 
expulsion ; and 3. The expelling force is diminished. 

By means of the following experiment, I have been 
able to demonstrate, bv a single operation, the difference 
between the degree of congeation resulting fi^im non-a6rft- 
tioD of the blood, and that produced by the additional 
effect of increased enei^ of the respiratory movements. 
A ligature was placed around the trachea of an animal, 
and drawn so tightly as to prevent completely the en- 
trance of air into thelunea. At the same instant that the 
ligature was tightened, the thorax was freely opened on 



one side, so that the air passed without obstruction in aad 
out of Uie pleural cavity. By this means the influence of 
the respiratory movements upon the lung of that side was 
entirely suspended, while wiui respect to the other lung, it 
remained comparatively unimnai^d. On examining the 
hmgs after death, tiie one on tne side which was opened 
was found to be but shghtiy congested, while the otlier 
was gorged with blood. The chemical eondition of the 
btood must have been the same in both lungs, unce both 
were equally excluded from the atmosphere. The effect 
of any change taking place in tiie action of the heart, or 
in tbe pulmonary vessels, must also have been tbe same in 
one lung as in the other, and we have theref<H« no other 
way of explaining the difference in the degree of conges- 
tion, than by ascribing it to the effect of the respiratorr 
efforts, since this was tbe only influence to wbioh both 
lungs were not equally exposed. 

It. would seem, tlierefore, that we ore justified in con- 
sidering it as a maxim that in every case in which the r«- 
q)inUoTy movements are increasea to any considerable 
extent in force or Itequency, there must be a prq>ortionate 
degree of congestion of the iimgs, as a necettarf mtehani' 
eal retail. The in^iortsnce of this fact can scarcely be 
over-estimated, since in nearly every pulmonary disease 
we may have dyapncea, and, aa a rule, pulmonary diseases 
are aggravated by oongestion. 

To Ulustrste tbe operation of this principle, let us take 
for example a case of bronchitis. At the outset of the 
disessF, tbe bronchial mucous membrane is ctmgested, 
its vessels turgid with blood. This condition implies a 
thiclcening of the membrane and a diminution of the 
calibre of the tut>es, and henoe an obstruction to the en- 
trance of air into the lungs. At the same time the ao- 
companying febrile movement quickens the circulation, and 
proauces an increased demand upon the lungs. The i«- 
epiratory movements become more frequent and forcible, 
and the expauuon of the thorax not being req>onded to 
'by a prompt and sufficient influx of air into the lungs, a 
compensating increase in the amount of blood flowing in 
' "' " jsequence. The pulmonary vessels, alresdy over- 



loaded, receive a new supply, and their tonicity, already 

£ tired by the effect of the diseasejis still further djmi- 
ed by Uiis increased distension. With every increase of 



congestion, there follows an increase of obatmctio: 
therefore of dyspncea, which, in its turn, gives rise to a 
further increase of congestion. And so tbe process con- 
tinues, the congestion aggravating the dyapncea, and the 
dyspnoea aggravating the congestion, until finally the ten- 
sion within the vessels arrives at audi a point, that a serous 
effusion takes plxce into the bronchial tubes, mingling itself 
with the products of inflammation. By thia means the 
tension is relieved, and the actual stasis which would 
otherwise result is avoided. But, if) aa is often the case, 
the feebleness of the patient renders a sufficient expectora- 
tion impossible, or if tbe bronchial tub^ laborbg under 
the disadvantage of having lost their .ciliated epithelium, 
and of having Uieir circular muscular Bbres paralysed, can- 
not relieve themselves of tbe accumulating mass, then 
suffocation is inevitable, unless tbe process can be arrested 
by the intervention of art. 

From the above eonsiderationa it follows that the 
BucceSB of any remedy employed for this purpose will be, to 
a great extent, in proportion to its influence, direct or 
indirect, upon the oyapnoea. The resdlts in numerous 
experiments, which 1 have performed upon animals, and in 
a few cases where the same method has been tested upon 
the human subject, lead me to tlie belief that in cases in 
which the cause of the obstruction cannot be directly 
attacked, the most direct and certain means of reUeving 
tbe dyqmcsa, is by affording to the lungs an atmosphere 
whioh ahall contain in tbe volume which finds access to 
tbe sir cells, a quantity of oxyg^i equal to that respired 
in health. By this means the demand for oxygen is sup- 
plied, without the necessity for those violent muscular 
efforts which aggravate the cause of lhe-dy,q)i}a)^|W^ile at 
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the aune time thej exhtMiat the strength of the patient 
With the necesuiT opraratus a sufficient Bupp) j of ozygien 
can be Kenented (at the bed-side) to conlinae the resptra- 
tioD inaefinitetj, «nd bo for as D17 experimenia extend 
rnatte no danger whatever is to be apprehended from its 



A CASE OF 

FRACTURE OP BOTH FEMURS BY MUSCULAR 

SPASM. 

BY FREDERIC D. LSNTB, M-D^ 

IhL , aged twelre yeaiB. ThiediiId,abo7, wasingood 

hedth until he attuned the ajre of fifteen months, when he 
was attacked with some cerelirBl affection that resulted in 
^t?«pjw, from which he has suffered to the present time. 
His affliction has been terrible. For the first year bis seiz- 
ures would recur about monthly, lasting several days, with 
intervals of from one to two hours between the paroxysms; 
subsequently they increased in frequency, and he has had 
as many as thirty or forty during the day, of a most violent 
character. They continued thus for some years, he bein^, 
during that time, under charge of my predecessor. Dr. A. L, 
Sands, now of New York. Sometimes there would be ao 
interral of two or three weeks between the attacks, at other 
times they continued for days and weeks. For the past 
year or two, the intervals of exemption have become longer, 
generally about a month, but the attacks, when they do 
recur, are no less violent. Theeffecthasbeen, of oourae, to 
destroy the intellect <^ the child, his power of speech, also 
his locomotive power to a considerable «zlent There has 
been partial heroifdegia of the ri^t side for some years. 
His appetite and digestion have been nnimpaired during the 
whole of hie sufferings, and his physical development hui 
not been backward. Until a year or two ago he could stand 
upright, and could move about the room is a rapid, irregular 
manner, with assistance, nsin^ mostly the kfl leg; but, as 
he grew older and heavier, his feet hecame clubbed from 
relaxation of the ligaments, and for a long time he has not 
been able to aUtnd at all ; but he takes considerable exenase 
in his own way, throwing hims^ about in bed, and monng 
frequently from side to side, requiring constant watchinr. 
During hu tnasms he exerts considerable strength ; in this 
vfayj his limTM, hia upper ones especially, have preserved 
considerable muscular develppfflent. His parents are heal- 
thy, as are the other childr^ii, four in number. His con- 
vulsions are always of the Ionic varied and very severe. 

On AprS lOOi, 1859, his spasms had been recurring 
every few minutes with great violence ; during one of them, 
while he was hdd in bed by one of the family by the arms 
and shoulders, a number of other* being in the room, aloud 
snap was heard by all present It was thought that the 
hip " had alipt out of place," and upon examination by the 
parents, what they supposed to be an extensive swelling 
was perceived at ihe upper part (^ the left thigh. Upon 
being called in soon after, 1 recognised it at once as a frac- 
ture of the femur ; itsseat is the junction of die npperwith 
the middle third of the bone. It is stated by the friends. 
that, at the instant of its occurrence, the thigh was 6esea 
with great force, by the int«iisi^ of the spasm on the pel- 
vis, and the fracture was evident^ eSbcted by the powerfhl 
action of the flexor mosdes of the thigh. Asnsted by Dr. 
Richardson, I administered ether, extended the limb, and 
applied a thick pasteboard splint to the thi^ carrying the 



bandage around the pelvis, the only idea 
union with the least possible ' 
with Utile reg»rd to shortenhig. 



inconvenience to the patient, 



June 1«L— Union of the fracture is fitn, with consider^de 
bowing and shortening, as was antidpated. A pasteboard 
splint encircling the ^igh, and coated with a solutioti of 
Huellac to prevent injnry from urine and otlMr fluids, is stiH 
kept on to prevent a tepMition of the ftaotore, aa he still 
has the convulsions. 



Dec. 13A.— The right femur was fractured to-day in 
precisely the same manner as wag the lefl. Put it up in the 
same manner. Joti. 29(6. — Patient's health has been gra- 
dually &ilio^ since the occurrence of the last fracture, and 
to-day he died from gradual exhaustion. No attempt at 
union of the firacture lias taken place. No autopay could 
be procured. 

hemarit. — I have bem thus particular to cite the ante- 
cedent and attendant drmmsluices connected with this 
accident, because it is an exb'emely rare one. The occur- 
rence of fracture from mnscular exertion, or from the appli- 
cation cf very slight force in cases of the caneeraus and otlier 
diatheses afiecting the integrity of the bony slmctures la 
not very uucommon ,' but in case of healthy bones (the Jong 
bones) the possibility of such an accident is positively dented 
b^ surgeons of note and authority. £ut Samuel Cooper 
cites a few instances which he considers authentic, and 
knew of one himselL In one instance it was the femur 
which waa fractured, in the case of a cabin-boy, who at- 
tempted to maintain his balance on deck during the violent 
roltiiig of the vessel, and in making a powerfuTeffort to do 
BO, fractured this bone without falling to the deck at all . 

In the present case there was no evidence of any unheal- 
thy condition of the bones, and the brief history preceding 
the date of the fracture will serve to show that the v were 
characterised by no unusual fragility, although smaller, no 
doubt than they should have been at the ^ of the patient, 
aa were the muscles of the lower extremities also. What 
renders the case more remarkable, perht^ unique, in ita 
character, is the fact that the bone was fractured during a 
tonic convuldoti, that is by a ateadv pulling of the musclea, 
and not by a sudden Jerk, as in tne othw recorded cases. 
His spasms were always ik this kind both before and after. 
Julf lOA, IMO. 
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In reviewing ray profession^ business for the last six years 
and a half, my attention has been irresistibly drawn to the 
cases of fracture treated during that period, "nie mind na- 
turally reverts to, and retains a vivid impression of, those 
cases, which have occupied the most time and attentiocL I 
am of the opinion that much of the time was spent in 
attempts to obviate, by oonstant supervision, the inemdency 
and awkwardness of machines erroneous in their original 
conception. The importance of this subject, and the desire 
of alleviating in aomedegree the sufferings of those meelinj; 
vrith tMa form of injury, are my only apolcwies ti* this 
article. Much of the apparatns now so sedulonsly urged 
upon the profession is Procrustean in conception and adap- 
tation, and having suffered from them to a considerable 
eztent^ both in purse and patience, I have arrived at the 
contJusion that a great deu of ingenuity and application 
has been wasted for want of a proper appredation of the 
objects to be gained. A brief survey of my cases, and as 
brief a statement of the condusions m«wn from them, will, 
I hope, interest without fatiguing the reader. 

Sbvih Cases or Fractijiii: or rst Fnnnt. 
Catt 1.— March 25, 1B53. Boy, at 8 ; fracture of right 
thigh at the junction of the upper and middle thirds; ap- 
plied a modification of the double inclined plane; but, find- 
ing that his reetleasnesB continualty diaturbed the bone, 
I changed U fbr the long splint, vrith one inner Milmt 
readsnir from the perineum to the heeL enveloped in a 
splint-ofoth. A short rolint was pl«»d "i/Ti^^ ff" 
Sie behind the thigh, they being well padded, accurately 
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placed, and flrmlj bouTid on, so completely fixed the booe 
that he could roll around ta he pleased without in the least ■ 
disturbing the fracture. At the end of five weeks I 
removed the splints, and shortly after met him in the street 
■walking without a trace of deformity. 

Com 2. — -Fracture of the neck of thigh-bone, occurring 
Jan. 12, 1854 ; presented nothing of inlereet except that 
pendstence in gettine the patient out of bed, after the end 
of a fortnight from tSe injury, although greatly against her 
will, and manifestly great!]' to her discomfort, preserved her 
life. The limb never could be uaed. 

Cate 3,— Mr, C, Sept. 1, 1854. Susttuned a fracture of 
the femur just above tte knee-joint, and the tibia and fibula 
of same limb. The limb was placed upon a Goodwin's leg 
splint, and both fractures carefully adjusted, save a corner 
01 the tibia which obstinately stuck up above its proper 
level Finding the extending power of the splint insaffi- 
cient I applied Jarvis's adjuster, and making stron'; exten- 
sion the elevated point dropped into line. On the 3d I 
swung the splint trom the ceiling, and he progressed ra- 
pidly; the fracture of the femur was firmly consolidated at 
the end of five weeks; but the union of the tibia was not 
completed until the end of ten weeks from the injury ; thus 
showing that of two fractures in the same person one may 
unite much sooner than the other. 

Ctue 4.— June 16, 1856. Mr. , 83 years old, met 

with fracture of femur at junction of upper and second 
fourths ; applied Desault's splint without expectation of 
union- at the end of a fortnight, finding him doing ex- 
tremely well, and recognising the importance of enabUng 
him to rise, I endeavored to apply a st*rch bandage. The 
fracture was so high up that I could not fix the upper frag- 
ment by the bandage, and was therefore obli^d to let him 
remain in bed. The weather beingvery hot I feared much 
for ^e result At the end of about six weeks the frac- 
ture bad firmly united ; but cholera morbus set in, and in 
his enfeebled sl»te, he fell an easy victim, dying at the end 
of about seven weeks from the receipt of the inju^. The 
femur was firmV united and did not yield even on the wpli- 
cation of great force. I have no doubt his hfe might nave 
been saved could I have put on a sphnt that would have 
allowed him to rise. In another such case I should cither 
use the sole-leatber splint, hereafter deeoribedj or Prof. N. 
B. Smith's anterior aplinl, with ev«ry expectation of a favo- 
rable result. 

Cate 5. — Fracture of neck of thigh-bone produced by 
tripping in a hem of the carpet ; fracture probably occurred 
before the fall, as the old lady said she felt something give 
way before she fell 

Clue 6.— Oct, 24, 185a A young lady, at lit. Holyote 
Female Seminary, ran backwards off from the top of a 
Stairway, and fractured her femur juat above the condyles, 
the [Kiial of the upper fragment penetrated the skin about 
two inches shove the patella. Dr. Elttredge, the resident 
physician, promptly reduced the displacement. Eighteen 
DOure had elapsed when I saw her ; knee greatly swollen 
and she smfiercd great paxa ; placed the limb upon a Good- 
win's carved, double mclined-plane splint, and swung it 
from the ceiling inolining the cords forward so as to make 
alt the extension that she would bear. I visited her again 
Nov. 2d, and found her doing well, but a dimple was plainly 
perceptible about three inches above the Joint, produced no 
doubt by entanglement of the sharp eitremiy' of the upper 
fra^enl in the fibres of the rectus muscle. lincreasea tlie 
obhiiuity of the cords so as to make more extension, and in 
order to prevent chafing under the knee ; arranged the 
q)lint so ttiat the leg from the knee down lay horizontally, 
while the Ihigh was at an angle of 45 degrees with the bed. 
Dea 4. The an^e of the ^lint had been gradually in- 
creased until now the bmb was nearly straight; union had 
not yet taken place, for on bending the knee n little there 
was an evident rising of the lower end of the upper frag- 
ment I now applied ■ starch bandage from the toes to (he 
gtoin. A few days later, the attending physician, Dr. Kitt- 
ledge, informed me Uiat Uie bandage had been very long in 



drying. We agre«d to attach a cord to the fbot, and pawne 
that through a pulley, to make all the extension she could 
bear by suspending weights thereto ; at the same time to 
apply a broad leather b3t ftrmly around the seat of frao- 
tnrc. This dressing was contbned until about thirteen 
weeks from the time of accident, when the union was firm 
enough to allow of carrying b« home. 

Remarks. — In reflecting upon this case I have come to 
the following conclusions:^ 

Isi, — That fractureSj and especially compound ftaeturw, of 
the condyles of the femur must, m order to procure the 
greatest comfort for the patient, be treated upon some form 
of the double incUoed plane, and be swung from the ceiling 
or other point of suspenuon. 

2d. — That sufficient extension can be made by attadiing 
the foot to the foot-board by a broad strip of adbeEnre 
faster extending from the Imee down, around the foot- 
board, and up back to the knee upon the oi^oaite side; 
and then indmiug the suspending cords ns far forwards m 
the patient will t>ear. 

3d. — That sufficient counter eit^^nsioii can be made by 
raising the foot of the bed. 

4th. — That the best method of preventing exoorialioii 
under the knee is to use " Walking's Improved Sphnt," 
which b so arranged about the joint m to prevent undue 
pressure, and also to make the motions of the knee aad 
Epiint exactly coincide. 

Cb*e7.— Jan. 22, 1859. Mrs. W- , somewhat ad- 
vanced in years, fell upon a plank walk, fracturing her right 
fbmuc just below the trochanters ; found her so short aod 
corpulent that I despaired of being able to adaptany of the 
ordmary sfJinte ; applied, instead, upon the outside of the 
limb, mim just above the crest of tLe ihum to a short dis- 
tance below the heel, a piece o! strong un-oiled sola leathw, 
six inches broad, soaked in warm water; a similar piece 
was ^tphed upon the inside of tiie limb, reacting from the 
perineum just below the heel These soaked in warm 
wat«r, and enveloped in two or three thicknesses of cotton 
cloth, I carefully fitted, fayed, and appUed to the limb by 
meonsof a roller bandage. Around Uie pelvis and upper 
part of the thigh I took care to applv, ver^ thoroughly, > 
arm spica bandage. The breadth of uie splint at the lower 
end effectually prevented any inversion or evei^on of the 
foot. In a few hours this casing became perfectly dry and 
as indexible as sheet iron. It fitted as aoourately as woutd 
a plaster cost; indeed when I removed it entirely, 6mr 
weeks after the accident, there was not the slimiest roaric 
of unequal pressure to be found on the moet cai«fiil eXA- 



RiMARKS. — This mode of dressing, while it ensured per- 
fect Immobility of fractured surfiutes, gave rise to no inoon- 
venience to the patient. There was no galling, and coose- 
quenUy the irritative fever succeeding U>e fracture was of 
very short duration. At the end of four weeks I removed 
the splints, and at the end of six or seven weeks she began 
to get around on crutches. At the end of four months she 
hod very good use of the limb. She now sufiera but htUa 
inconvenience from it. There is one inch shortening. I 
am convinoed that no other kind of dressing could nave 
been retained upon the limb without great excoriation, for- 
her skin and cellular tissue seemed as tender as those of »n 
infant. I now keep pmpared, and should aj^ly a similar 
dressing to any fracture oconrring about the head and neck 
of the femur m an elderiy person. It might be well to 
attach a weight to the foot, by means of a cord passing over 
a pulley and fastened to adhesive str^is as described, so as 
to keep up extension and counter-extension as long as it 
could be borne, or while the leather was hajdening. It 
is proper also to remark that on one occasion, having 
applied these hide splints to a case of diseased knee-joint in 
a yonng lady, an eruption of a few days' duration appeared 
upon the skin, caused, as I think, by the moisture exuding 
from the leauier. I always, ther^ve, take oare to see 
that some dry doth is [daced between the akin and wet 
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Tisu. 
■tepped upon a 



Sbvek Cabks or Fbicturi c 

Cto» L— M»y 8, 1864. Mrs. G 

rolKn^ atone and fell on the Bidewtlk; gave telhev and 
exaimaed tlie linb from the knee down, but oould disooTer 
no fraotore, ahbough I was pensaded, by die mteose pain 
referred la the abaft of the dbia, that there most be one. I 
placed the leg in a copper balf-boot ^riint, afl«r bandaging 
It carefuUj, and left it ibr two or three dajw; eiamining it 
again maoe oat a &actnre at tbe juncture of the middle with 
lower third. 

Ciue2. — Jnne 11, 1864. Simple &aotuie of tibi* in a 
<^ild a^ed six. 

Gm 3. — Uay 2, 1854. Fnurtura of tibia of one leg and 
filMila of the other, both near the ande, produoed br tbe 
nsaage of an unloaded platform car over them. Great 
bruising of tbe soft, parts, and deHrium rendered the case 
rather ariliCBl, but nnder tbe use of gin and opium he gra- 
AaaOj oonraleeced and soon gained perfect use of hie limbe. 

OoK t— 22d Oct 1856. Mr. H met with oblique 

eompoand fracture of tibia. I used in this case Welch's 
and Seymour's doable inclined plane splint, and also Jar- 
vis's Adjmt«r; had great difficulty in keeping up sufficient 
extenaion to prevent protrusion of the end of the upper 
fragmeirt through the skin. The an^ of the splint had to 
be continnatly varied to relieve, as far as po«eibla its pres- 
sure under the knee; the discharge sJso accumulating in the 
q»lint under the hmb cauoed creat irritation. The couuter- 
ext«Ddiug force was applied in turn to the knee, groin, and 
armpit; and in each was not well heme. Continual super- 
viaioD and modifications of appliances were, in this caae, 
tbe elements of success; union was firm at the end of nine 
weeks; one or two small pieces of bone were discharRed 
about a fortnight afWrj limb was without deformity and of 
the nortnal length. I am confident that the apparatus I 
now use wouM have saved two-thirds of the drudgery in 
this case and been productive of as perfect a cure. 

0Me 5.— 14th Au^ia^T. Mr. H , an engineer on 

the Conn. Riv. R. Road, of perfectly temperate habits^ 
about seven months previouoly, Tth January, 1357, suffered 
a severe compound ^acture of the tibia, compL'cateil with 
great bruising of the limb; large collections of matter 
formed among the musdea whidi neoeesitated extensive 
indsiona ; treatmeat, previous to the time I was oalled, was 
DO doobt judicious — being condwAed by men of acknow- 
ledged ab^ty. At the time of my visit there were no evi- 
dences of the ^gfatest union ; ulcers on the inside and 



aide of the limb discharged pus; a large Burfaoe of bone 

A the bottom of each sore, and several pieces 

of dead bone had oome away ; ampntaiion had been aavjfied 



was exposed at 



hf the late Dr. Deane of Gh«enfield. My advice was. 
lat> To give sUmuJants and tonics, as the patient was very 
Mia and weak, although able to ait up. 2d. To put on 
firm sfdiots, o*e him cniuhes tnd get him into the open sir. 
My reasons for the advioe I gate were these. TLe ap- 
pearutce of the limb and of the man betokened tardy union, 
or parha|M what would better express the entire want of 
uiy feeing of firmness in the bmb, no union at all. I 
tbooght his long confinement to the house was calculated 
- in tbe hwheat degree to eaoourage this etate ot things. It 
ia difflooft for me to convey any adequate idea of the entire 
mobility of the bones. It was muon greater than is usual 
in recent fraetore, probably in consequence of the waul of 
tenaon in his muscles. S^t 7. Found exactly the same 
state of things, except, perhaps, a little less dischai^ of 
pus; and again urged the same treatment; it was adopted, 
and in a week Irom this time be was about on his crutches; 
imioa commenced about two months after this and very 
gradoaUj mw solid. He continued to visit me in my 
oAoe iiBtil Dec 1858. During this ^me small fragments of 
bone were estiaeted, and I made two or three attempts, 
by goring off oarious bone, to remove all disease; found 
1 conkl not do this without breaking up the newl^ formed 
caUoB to SDch an extent as to endanger the integnty of the 
Umb. After the union became firm there was another 



long disease and bunda^g had degenerated. By long and 
steady perseverance (his end was at length accomplished. 
Early in the spring of 1659 he was ab^ to throw aside 
every artificial aid, and about the 1st of June, 1859, he 
went to work as engineer of a stationary engine. 

I will quote a case nearly similar to this from a review of 
"Dr, Houston on Fractui«e," in the Medico- ChirarffKal He- 
view for April, 1836. The Dr, says, " The limb was now 
placed in the extended position ; strong adhesive plaster 
wsa applied round the broken part, and some blue pill ad- 
ministered. A fortnight more elapsed — eight weeks from 
receipt of injury^and still the broken pieces admitted of 
motion on each other. At <bia period a new and unex- 
pected aEfection showed itself, namely delirium tremens, in 
a paroxysm of which the man pulled off the Rplinta and 
leaped out of bed. In the effort at standing the limb yielded 
to the weight of the body, and was a second time com- 
pletely bent at the seat of nocture. Having recovered firom 
the delirium, the patient was removed to his own residence 
for change of air, and then, when he began to bobble about 
on crutches, having the thigh well brawd with plaster and 
bandage, the union of the fixture wa^ after a few months, 
accomplished."— Say B the editor, "We believe that the 
cause of non-union in this case was quite independent of 
local management. The ^tient was accustomed to large 
amounts of stimulus. Dr. Houston is at pains to inform us 
that in the hospital stimulus was withheld. The constitu- 
tion was called on to do hard work and it fuled lo do it. 
A man was under ourcare, as Honse-Surgeon of St. George's 
Hospital, on account of simple fracture of both bones of 
one leg. We laid the limb upon the side, on a splint, and 
made pressure by means of another side-splint and band- 
ages ; at the end of ax weeks we found, to our surprise, 
that the union was so soft as toallowof flexion of the bones 
at the seat of fracture. We now inquired with more mi- 
nuteness into the habits of the patient, and we found that 
he had been accustomed to dnnk several pots of porter 
daily. We bad previously allowed him ordinary diet and 
a pmt of porter. We now gave him three pints during the 
day, and put up the limb as. before — OBsinc union r^idly 
ensued, and the patient was disdiai^d cured in two or 
three weeks more. 

A woman was received into the hospital with om^e 
fracture of one leg, violent Bpasms of the leg ensued. To 
relieve these the house-surgeon bled her freely. She had 
previously been accustomed to a full diet and to porter, and 
the consequence of the depletion was much debility. The 
fracture did not unite, and although various means, among 
others the seton, and cutting down upon the fractured ends 
of bone, have been employed, the fracture continues nn- 
united by osseous matter.'' The late Dr. J. E. Hitdiell, 
in an examination on mv thesis, asked me if I had evw 
thought of the plan of acuninistering la paljents, in whom 
false-joint threatened, large quanties tn ^ffiis so as to 
brii:^ on a constitutional disposition to inflammation. I 
have quoted these authorities at length, and detailed my 
case in fiiU, to show the steps by which I anf led to the 
following conclusions : — 

1st I consider the failure of oesiflc union to arise ftom 
conatituljonal causes. 

2d. A healthy, robust man, of perfectly temperate habits 
may, by long confinement to the bonse, and the dr^ of 
profuse suppuration, suffers from the absence of his accus- 
tomed fi^sh lur, snn-Iight, and exercise, as a dram-drinker 
does from the absence of bis toddy, 

3d. At this period there is danger, not only that the pa» 
tient win not improve, but that liramentous union will 
occur >equi ring to be removed or aestxoyed by so ope- 



A wsiTBR in the London Medieai Tima says, that Mr. 
Simpson uses annually, in his practice, no lesa than fVom 
five to seven galloiu of chloroform. 
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$£p0rfs of fosjitals. 

BELLEVUE HOSPITAL. 
OufOKcn or thi Lvaoa. 
GixauHi of Uie lung, elthouefa » rare disease, is hj do 
meaiis BO rare aa I<aenuac, and some odier writers would 
lead us to believe. One or more examples are almost 
alwa]rs to be found in the warda of this hoapitaL The elini- 
ctX liiatoiy of the disease ia, when it can be dearty traetd. 
according to Dr. McCready, similar to the case delailed 
below, and by no means beats out the commonly received 
opinioD tiiat the gangrene is caused bj pneumonia. On 
the contraiy, gangrene occurs first aad gives rise to the 

Sineumonia, which is secondary to it The notes of the 
Dllowing case were furnished us by Dr. Alexabdis Bad- 
ken, House Phjsidan. 

Bridget Cannon, washerwoman, aged 48, native of Ire- 
land, admitUd to Bellevue Hospital, November 91h, 1859. 
She had no hereditary predispoaidon to disease, as far as 
could be ascertained; was not of strictly temperate habits ; 
had been generally healthy up to (he commencement <^ the 

Cient illness. Eighteen days before her admission to the 
pitat, while taking tea in the evening, without any pre- 
oedmg cough or appreciable thoracic difficulty, ebe was 
suddenly attacked with a distress in the right side, followed 
Tery soon by ooufh, highly offensive breath, and expeo- 
toratJOD of matter disagreeable to the taste^ of an offensive 
odor, oi a dark color, and slightly mixed with blood. 

On admission, she was quite ezhaust«d, but not markedly 
reduced in flesh; cough continued^ expectoration free, of a 
greenish color, and, as well as her breath, intolerably offen- 
aive. Her tongue was somewhat furred ; the akin dry and 
feverish; pulse weak^ about 96; bowels regular; respira- 
tion short and hurried. She complained of pain in right 
side on Caking a full inspiration. On examination, pain 
was not much increased on pressore; no dulness could 
be discovered ou pei-cuuiim over any part of tbe chest, nor 
on auscultation any unnatural respiratotr souad, except 
ao oocMiooal mucus rAle. Dr. UcCready examined the 
patient on the following day, but could discover, on care- 
ml physical expbration of die chest, no unnatural con- 
dition. He did not hesitate, however, to pronounce it a 
case of gangrene of the lung, &vm the pecuuar odor of the 
breath, the character of expectoration and previous history. 
The diseased portion of the lung was thought to be central, 
occupying one of the lobes of the right aide. The patient 
was placed on tonics, nourishing diet, and a small amount 
of stimulant& IT. — RespirAory murmur was noticed to 
be less con^lete in the scapolar region, and dullness on 
percussion over the same, 18, — l^ere were now unr 
doubted signs of the formalioD of a cavity. Her pulse be- 
came more freouenl, and her strength be^;an to fail 
much mor» rapidly. 19.— Cavity was well marked in the 
acapuUr region. On the afUmoon of the 20th she died ; 
aymptoms a Bbort time before her death were not alarming ; 
cough, expectoration, and offensive breath continued un- 
changed up to the time of death. Aulofm/ Iwmty-fow 
htnar* after dtaih; bodj/ not tmadakd; on opening the 
thorax, a large gangrenous cavity was found in the centre 
of the middle lobe of the right lun^, involving slso the lower 






xles ; other organs healthy. 



Ampotatioji At THE Ahkli Joutt bt SrtfE's MrrHon. 
_ Amputation at the ankle joint by the method first prac- 
ticed by Mr. Syme, has been frequently performed in this 
Hospital, and with almost invarinble success. The wounds 
fawa he&led kindly, and left a Ann cicatrix which has sub- 
•sqnttitly shown no diqiosition to nlceratj when subjected 
to the constant pressure of use. It has been remarked, in 



arly every instance, that the patient v 
' id much earUer than in any other form of arapntAtion 



able to lewve 

of the lower exUeraity. Id one instance a patient walked 
npon the stamp on the fiffeenth day, and thereafter aaa- 
tinued to use Om limb. The only instances of fa3m« bvre 
been where the soil parta about tbe aoUe and heel hsrv 
been lacerated severMy, as in railroad tnjniiea, litereby 
resulting in rionghing. 

This operatiod was lecendy perfonned br Di. Parker. 
Before proceedinr to the operation he Uxic oocanon to 
introduce to the dass, a nurse in the hospital, whose left foot 
was ampatated at the ankle joint, by Dr. Stephen Stcith^ 
upwards of two years ago. The stump was perfectly booiki 
and healthy, and had never given her the sliriitest meaai- 
nessL She now wean one of Palmer's aitifieial feet, and 
her movements have been so easy and natural, that many 
eniresaed surprise when she exhibited an artificial foot. 

The advantages of this operation were briefly stated as 
foQows:— -1. The extremitv of the slump is formed by the 
thick, callooB integument of the heel, npon which the patient 
beara his weight with as mui^ impunity as on tbe sonnd 
and healthy heel ; and this he ia able to do as soon as the 
wound is cicatrised. 2. The limb is but from one to two 
inches shorter than the other, and admits of the most per- 
fect adaptation of an artificial foot, which so br remediea 
the defect of the limb that k>comotion is as ea^ and grace- 
fiit as before the operation. 

Dr. Parker's patient rapidly recovered with a good stomp. 
He was subeetjnenll v attacked with pulmonary tubercnloo^ 
of wUch be died bcjbre leaving the hoai»taL 



NEW YORK HOSPITAL. 



[Rtportad bj Joatf C Aoranaa, aukr Aalttut.] 

The patient, George L , »L Esrty-two, was admitted 

April 5th, 1880, during the service of Dr. J. H. Orisoom, 
compiling of an intense pain in the cardiac region, and 
d}'spnoea. Hie pulse was ninety, full, bnt somewhat irre- 
gular. He itated that about three months previous he bad 
suffered from an intense pain in the caroiac region and 
right shonlder, accompanied with dyspncea and palpitation. 
This attack had been followed by others of a like characto', 
until, a week ago, when he was seized with one, which, u 
regarded the severity of the p^n, was out of all proportion 
to uiy of the otlters — casusing him to fait in the street in a 
partially insensible state. He was removed to a dnw store 
near by, where he was rdieved by the application cf atna- 
pisms to the cardiac region, and the inteiiial administratioD 
of anodynes. The third day after this he was seized with 
another paroxysm which was similar, but less severe^ and 
on the fiUi of April he had a third, also slight in diaracter, 
from which he was still suffering at (he lime of admisnon. 
On examination of tbe cheat, a decided prominence (^ tbe 
precordium was noticed and the dnlness in that region 
was very much increased in extent. NoUiing abnonnal ' 
could be detected in the heart or large vessels, with the 
exception that the sounds of the former were somewhat 
distant and indistinct. The patient never had syphilis, nor 
was he addicted to intemperance. The pun referred 10 
was soon reUeved by the aifaninistration <^ an anodyne, and 
the sfipUoation to the part of a struconium pwultice. He 
continued, as &r as tbe pain was concenied, in a comfbrb- 
able condition for the next five or aiz days, during which 
time he suffered ttom a slight attack of Jaundice, for which 
mercurials were given wi5i a good efltct. On the 11th 
of April, he was aeized with modier paroxysm of cardiac 
pain, which, however, was slight in character and soon 
snboided. The next day, while sitting qoietly in his diaix, 
he fW to the Soot in a lainting-St, &inn whida he never 
recovered. 
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9 nude £ileea hotui ftfler de*th. An 
of a mao's fist, was found upon the 
aacending acch of the aorta, and' just below the poiot where 
the pericardium was reflected from the vessel, a rupture 
thive'foartha of an inidi in extent had taken place. The 
paricudiam was imm«DMlf dist«nd»d with blood. The 
valv«B oS the heart wet« be«lthj, but the M^att iteelf waa 
coneiderablj enlarged, soft and fatty, white its aorfoce, ta 
wen as the lining of the pericardium, was corered with a 
layer of old false membrane ; atheromatous deposits ei- 
ifited idl along the arch, but particular); around the seat 
of the njenrism. The lixer waa the seat of cirrhosis which 
waa pretty &r advanced. The Idduers were congeAed, 
but odiarwise healthy. No disease was found in Miy other 
Digtm of the body. 

Bonrtmi or Stomach. 

[Rcporitd bj R. F. Wm, M.D ; Boldtnt BorgeoB,] 

A boy, aged fourteen, while Byiug a kite on the roof 
of a flve-story building, having just before partaken of a 
hearty dinner, slipped and fell to the ground, a distance 
of ^ut fiily feet, striking, in his descent, an intervening 
clothes-line, whi<ji broke nnder him. On admiwon into 
the Hoqutal, shortly afterwards, he was much proatraled, 
there was also considerable jactitation present, and great 
pain was experienced on pressure over the entire abdomen, 
which presented, across it^ lower portion, a transverse de- 
pression, but no abrasion or contusion. The patient did not 
r^y, and died in ^Mut ^ven houn after he Bnt came 
under notice. The autopsy, twelve houn after death, re- 
vealed the existence of a rupture of the walls of the 
stomach, one and a half inches in length, with irregular 
lacerateo edges and slight eversion of the mucoua mem- 
brane, situated on its anterior surface a short distance from 
the pylorus, and runoiug parallel to the long axis <^ the 
organ. The organ was, of course, coUapeed. The intestines 
were moderately distended with gas, their peritoneal ooBte 
were much injected, and were covered with a thin layer of 
recent lymph. About two and a half quarts of turbid 
serum, plentifully mingled with shreds of^ corned beef and 
cabbage, in a slightly digested state, were fbund in the 
cavity of the nentoDeum. No lesion of any other viscera 
nor <tf any of ue adjacent bony parts was discovered. 



KUESERT AND CHUB'S HOSPITAL 



■ppeaiance of eyanosisi and the anatomical condition 
neeted with iL The foramen ovale, the valves of the heart, 
and the ventrioular septum presented the appearance usual 
in infiuits of one month, but the ductus arteriosus was suf- 
ficiently open to admit readily the end of the blow-pipe. 
Whether the perrioUHneee of this duct was suf&cient cause 
to produce the cyauosia, aided by the infiammatoiy condi- 
tion of the system, may be unoertaiB, hot eome autbon 
state this ae a cauee. The notes of the ease were taken by 
i>T. CovelL Resident Physiciaii. 

June 9th, I860.— W, H, McC (under the care of Dr. 

Robert Wirrs), died t«-day, aged four weeks. He was 
nursed, and apparently in a thriving condition till within 
twenty-four hoars of his dMth, when he was noticed to 
have diairhoaa, and a well-marked blue tinge of surface. 
His death occurred quietly, the cyanotic hue continuing til) 
the last moment. 

Avtop»y,Jiftten honn afler dtoih.—'^o emaciation ; ante- 
rior fontaoelle open ; good reeonance on both sides of the 
di«it ; the liver eztentto one inch bdow the lower margin 
ofllwribs; weiriit of thymus gland two drachms; lungs 
Jioalthy^ and reMUlv inflated; the ductus arteriosus open; 
wX the foramen ovale is the usual valvular opening between 



the auricles, but so oblique as probably to prevent any ad- 
mixture of blood; weight of liver five ounees; stAmach, 
jejunum, and upper part of ileum healthv ; the mucous 
membrane of lower part of the ileum, and (he entire colon, 
vascular, and that of the latter thicKened ; no ulceradons 
noticed ; some of the mesenteric glands slightly enlaived, 
otbers natural. 

MwroKCtpie Apptanmee.—The blood contained an unusual 
amount of granular matter, but the blood discs and white 
corpuscles appeared to be in the usual proportion; the gra- 
nular matter was moedy dissolved by etW. The hepatic 
caUs ooatained few oil dobules, and there was tsM finra 
fatty matter in the liver than is commiwly found. 



NORTHERN DISPENSARY. 



Case or InrEititnTEin' uhitid to Om Haho i^n Abm. 
The subject of this attack, was a married woman, aged 
thirty-four, mother of five cnildren, all of Vk-hom died wnUe 
infants, of various diseases. She was native of a faeallhy 

Elace in Ireland, and has always lived in her present neigh- 
orhood, since coming to this country five years ago. She 
is healthy and robust, and always attends to her own house- 
hold duties, has lived in an upper room until eight monlliA 
ago, when she entered a dry, airy basement. 

About the first of June she whitewashed her room, and 
was engaged three days, working at intervals. Her right 
hand and arm often feit &tjgned and cramped, but was 
relieved on resting. Attar completing her wfait^wadilng, 
her hand and arm continued to pun her at i&(erTiJ& and 
she was particularly distreeaed by a creeping and prickling 
sensation as if the limb were asleep. On the third day 
after white- washing, these symptoms assumed a periodic 
form. 8he awoke soon alter midnight with complete 
numbnees of the right arm extending to the elbow. The 
arm felt sav^vl times its natural mte, was hot, had not the 
dighteat sensation in it, end was the aeat of a severe ach- 
ing pain. She used friction^ a bath of hot mustard water, 
Ac, and in about an hour sensation began to return in the 
upper part of the arm, and gradually passed down to tbe 
hand Hid fingers, the tips of which were the last to regain 
their normal feeling. This was foUowed bj a geoenl 
sweat, lassitude, and sleep. At fbiw o'clook of tbs laBie 
morning abe awoke again with the same condition of the 
arm, and went through the same process of using friction 
and warmth, and with the same remilts. 

Pot three weeks following, these attacks recurred with 
tiie utmost regularity at twuve o'dodi at night, and four 
o'clock in the morning, alwi^ commencing with a tin- 
ghng, or pinching, in the ends of the fingers. This gradually 
extended up the limb, followed by complete numbness, but 
never paa-ied above the elbow. The arm during this time 
became hot, and the whole body feverish, but there never 
was a chill, locti or general The only <^ange in these 
attaeks which was nooeed during this permd was a MghX 
leagthening of the pMoxyan. Her health Buffeted but 
littU, though she felt more languid than usual. She had 
not seen any case of intermittent fever during the year in 
her neighborhood. It had been treated as a case of para- 
lysis, bnt with no benefit. 

B^iardkig it as an irregubr form of intenoittent fever, 

Siinine was adminiatered, one grain every two hours ; on 
e fourth day, she reported hersdf cured. She stated that 
during the first day she took the medicine rtvularly. and at 
night the numbness extended up to the middle of the fore- 
arm ; on the following morning it only involved the hand ; 
she continued the remedy during the next day, and at ni^ht 
it reached the middle of the band, and in the morning 
it appeared in the little and ring fiaMr; on d>e iiiUowiag 
night it involved only the ends of the aagars, and in the 
morning she merely experienced a shght prickling sens^ 
tion in the tips. . . . 
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OUR SANITARY DEFENCES. 

To ctrasD uid relieve our fellow men from the preTen-^ 
tible uuHaa of diseaee, is nuoiTeetl; the highest misdon 
uid be«rt aerrice of medical soienoe and sldlL And this ia 
no triTud twk, for ceweleBa Tigilance is the price of perfect 
and continned health. Indeed, life itoetf is a conflict SO 
nniversal and perpetual, tJiat we find bat an axiomatic truth 
in that aingular definition b; the pliilosophic £ichat — 
" Life is the snm of the forces that resist death." Thia 
oeaselcM oonfliot m defence of life and health seems to be 
the inevitable deotiny of man ; and in the civic community 
and tbe state, no less than in the individual, must it be 
vi^lantlj maintained. 

All nations, from the remotest antiquity, have exalted 
medical art just in proportion to the success of ita appli- 
cation to the defence and protection of the people from the 
pieventible causes of disease ; and in mythological history is 
recorded the exalted apotheosis of those early pbyaiciaue 
vho promoted great sanitary improvementa. The ancient 
Fathws of UedidiM were (eaoheis of hypene ; and we 
know that while the populace of Athens and of Bome, in 
fear of pestilence, made votive ofFbrings to PwtbM and 
Fibril, the disciples of Hippocrates sought out Ihe true 
cauaee of prevailing diseasee, and becoming the counsellor* 
of Btatcamen and persons in authority, they secured for the 
pec^e the proper meaaurea of aanitary protectJOD, Even 
now, as the tourist threads his way serosa the Pontine 
Uai^es, aad, in his approach to the Eternal Gty, treads 
the ancient Russ of the Appian Way — viewing afer the 
remains of immense aqueducts, or nottng the extent of 
outline, and wonderfiil dwgn of thoee vast sobtananean 
gaUeriee and doaen that made Rome the "urb pemHit." 
-how forcibly and deflnitel)' does the unwritten story of 
those ruins rf andent and effective Sanitary Works, de- 
dare to us, after nearly a hundred generations, that moat 
vigilantly and vigorously the Bomans guarded that physical 
health which made the Ctesais politically strong, and thdr 
o«{rital onoe unpregnaUe. 

Sanitary defences and hygienic rales for (he person, the 
domicile, the nninieipali^, and the state, have alwi^ been 
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found necessary alike to the physical, sooJal, and pcilitical 
prosperity of communities and nations And if it be true 
that health and length of days are man's nortnsl estate, it is 
equally true that diaeese, frailty, premature decay, and 
untimely death, are ab hable to be hie inhehtaooe and lot 
in this world, that vigilant care, invention, md effort to 
preserve health, are the estaWished conditions upon which 
that natural boon is to be perpetuated and enjoyed. 

From the earliest ages, and in all communities, history 
has developed the tact that a hi^ death rate, and fre- 
quently recuring endemic and epidemic diseaaea, mark the 
eariier period of the growth of dties, as well aa the period 
of their decline ; while the remedial agencies by which the 
public health, and the average duration and probahihty of 
Lfe have been increased in any city or nation, conclusively 
demonstrate at once the necessity and the phyncal, economic 
and 'political importance of sanitary improvemente and a 
code of Hygiene specially adapted to the protection of the 
public heal^ in every city and state. 

The practicability and ineetimaUe vahie of such code^ 
and the works they sanction, are at [»esent witnessed in 
the towns and dties of Great Britun, France, Germany, 
Austris, and Prustia, — where, notwithstanding the many 
unfavorable hygienic conditions and influencea of a dense 
and constantly augmenting pi^Hilation, the average dut«- 
tion of hnman life ia continually increasing. For example, 
in the dty of London, during the greater part of the six- 
teenth centary — the century proceeding the great plague — 
the average duration of life was only twenty years — fifty 
persons dying annually out of every one thousand of the 
inhabitants. At that period the streets of London wes« 
narrow, ill-paved, and extremely filthy; the sewers were 
imperfect and badly constructed, water was but scantily 
supplied, dwellings were over-crowded, and cleanlineae was 
neither encouraged nor enforced. But now, in the middle 
decade of the nineteentb-oentuiy, with ita peculation 
increased to milUona, the average dnration of human tif^ in 
that crowded metropolis has been nearly doubled, — being 
thirty-seven years — the rate of mortahty having feUen to 
twenty-flve in one thousand of the population. 

The means by which this astonishing and humane result 
has been accomplished are simply hygienic, and yet only 
by a very hmited ^iplication of eoA means. Thoae hy* 
gienic measures — the Sanitary Defences of London — pon- 
Nst of— 1. A Sanitary Code, sanctioned and eoforoed by 
authority of the Slate, through the agency of the General 
Board of Health ; 8. A Chief MedicJ Officer of Heald^ 
distinguished for profesBional learning and executive 
ability ; 3. Thirty -two subordinate and skilled Uedioal 
Offioers, whose duty it is thoroughly to canvass and 
search out the fbd and causes of disease in their reqteotive 
pari^es or districts; 4. Special improvementa and public 
works under muuidpol direction, apectally demgned and 
adapted to promote the improvement of the public 
health. 

Equally efficient are the sanitary systems of the lat^[er 
continental dties. They have all learned sometiiing re- 
spectiikg the economic and political importance of public 
salubrity ; and they have also learned to trust less in tor- 
dotu mtniUUrtt, and more in umrAsr wobkb. 

New Yoric and oar larger American dties aoecesafiilly 
vie with the great dties of Europe in aU that relstws 
to commercial enterprise, manu&ctures, popular intdli- 
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gence, aod tht practical appUcatioos of 9cienc« and art ; 
but where and wlk&C are our unitary defences? With an 
Abundance of eLill uid learning in medicine, with hospitals 
and medical chorities unautpaesed by anj other city, and 
irith natur^ advaotagen eqvftUed by none, this proud and 
faror«d metropolis of the weitern ooatjneal has the ignoble 
reputstioQ of the hi^ect death-rate of any oily of equ^ 
KEC in tlie civilJBed world — all from preventable cauaesl 
This nnenviftble reputation and tbe guilt of out-berod- 
iog Herod in tbe destruction of an infant population, is 
simply the result of criminal ntgkct. New Youe hat no 
Cod* of Hygiene aad no SanUary D^mx** worthy fk» 

For the purposes of the appeal we would make to our 
medical brethren, we need not recount in detail the frightr 
ful statistics of mortality and disease in ilkia city. It is our 
design to examine, and from time to time dwcuss in these 
columns, some of the more important questions relaUng 
to public hygiene and the sanitary systems — external and 
internal — of our American dties and large towns, strictly 
with reference to the duty and influence of tiie profession, 
and the eluddation of medical problems and scientific facts, 
ID promotion of sanitary improvements not only in tiie 
city of New York, but throughout our country. The 
march of sanitary improvement has commenced in some 
of oiU' American cities, and to the honor of tlie Slate of 
Massachusetts, it should here be stat«d that, at the reoent 
sossion of her Legislature, that flourishing Commonwedlh 
set its statutory seal upon the General Code of Health that 
was last year adopted and recommended by the National 
Sanitary Convention. Sudi evidence of progress is encou- 
raging and unmistakable, and from the increased atteutioo 
to hygiene as a department of medicine, as well as by the 
de^ interest evinced in various practical branches of the 
•ul^t at the recent meeting of the National Convention 
at Boston, it is sufficiently maoifeat that Preventive Medi- 
cine is popularly and justly regarded as the most exalted 
dispensation of the appUed sciences. 

The time has come when every physician should take an 
active part in efforts to promote sanitaij improvements, 
awaken public interest, and wisely guide the popular senti- 
ment reelecting the subject. Our fellow-citizeaH throughout 
the State are beginning to be properly interested ; and it 
caimol be doubted tliat they would readily co-operate with 
tbe medical profession in practical efforts to seonre the enact- 
ment of a Genera] Health Law for the State, with a Sani- 
tory Code for our cities, like that recommended last year by 
the National Sanitary Convention, and this year adopted by 
the Stat« of Massachusetts. Why should an enlightened 
and Iree people, blessed with abundaot means and a bealth- 
fUl dimale, pay needless tribute to the demon of DisesM ? 
Public health is not only a matter of national and muni- 
cipal concern, but to every citizen and &mily it is a Butject 
of (ar greater moment than the ordinary affairs of the ci^ 
or State. The watchword of the people should be, — 
" Millions for defence" trom disease, — not a cent nor a vote 
for '' tribute" to tbe abettors of needless death. 

With these thoughts we close this article, intending, 
however, to recur to this all-important Eubject on proper 
occasions in our editorial columns, and thus endeavor so 
to sUnmlata professional and public sentiment as to ensure 
t^ establishment of suitable Codes of Health in all our 
American cities. 



THE WEEK. 

The records of mortality in this city, for the last week, con- 
tain the following item : Deaths by violence, THiRTr-THKSE. 
New York is rapidly acquiring an unenviable reputation 
for violent deaths. The details of murders and suicides are 
so constantly the burden of our morning news, that it 
requires something quite novel in the manner or circum- 
stances of the deaths to attract especial attention. A ch^ 
ter of domestic scandal which is frequently thereby revealed, 
or a profound mystery as to the murderer, gives a seat 
which the public relishes. And sometimes even a sense of 
horror is awakened, as when a sloop floats up the bay, all 
begrimed with blood, and all over which gory hands and 
struggling feet have traced in legible characters, viobntt, 
muTder, robbery ; or when a dtizen, walking a on public 
thoroughfare, is deliberately shot, and the pome comitatia 
flying in pursuit of the assassin, another person is also shot 
down, and the murderer escapes. Although the mqority 
of deaths by violence occur among the dissolute and lower 
classes, yet the post week or two has flu'nished marited 
exceptions to this rule. No one could have read the mur- 
ders of Walton and Matthews, and the not less revolting 
murders of Mrs. Schumaker and her child, without feeling 
the insecurity of human life in this city, when it stands in 
the way of passion or avarice. The evil influences that 
are at work in our social state and of which these Crimea 
are the natural fruit, are not difficult of detection, and we 
shall as the occaeian presents make them the eutgect of 
special consideration. 



The visit of the Okkuoo Zooavss to mn Eaatem chtaa 
roay properly be regarded widi interest by phytdciaos sod 
sanitarians, as being happily adapted to awaken graatar 
attention to tbe subject of physical ednoatioD. Here is a 
company of young ge&tl«iiieii, who, by sfarict adherence to 
physicdogical laws in all their personal habits, .no lass than 
in their special manual exercises and miktary erolntians, 
have acquired su<^ dexterity, muscular sttetigth, agility, 
and astonishing powers of physical endurance, that the 
pi««, the populace, and tbe military trf' New York can 
scarcely Sad words to express tbe universal admiration 
and aurpriae which this yonsg miUtary oorpe ha* excited 
among ns. How different this from the degrading engage- 
ments of acrobat showman oatd the pugilists, both in results 
to the actors and the effects upon the community I The time 
and means expended by these young men have been anqdy 
rawwied in the increase of enduring phjreioal energies in 
their own peraons, while their wonderfbl agility and thxii 
perfection oiphyaiqMe, *e manifested in all their maucsuTres, 
fascinate ill beholders, and stion^y con6rm the dtunion, 
that " the MniaDe4ter tn modo ia forlHer tn r^" no lees for 
the individual mta than in the active tervioe ot the military 
ooTft. Perfect ease of posture and complete eonmaod of 
every miwcle are strikin^y exhibited in every morement 
o{ these men — tbe well-trained muscles and healthy frame 
of each individual stddier happily illustrating tbe theory of 
the effectiveness of the Zouave corps in battle — via. com- 
plete um^ qffwpote with perfect imdividun^ of <''f*on. 
We recommend to young men both the gymoaatie training 
and tbe pecuUar phyaioal babita of these oitisen eoldiera, 
eqieciaUy their rigid abstinence from all (hat can intOTioate. 
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Dl L'HiVATOOlLB &ETBO-UTiBlIIB R DBS EpAKCHniBHTS SAK- 
OOIM NOK-EKKTStiS Dl LI. CATTTi PillITO)(iAI.I DU PBTTt 

Basbcm, Ooitaniisia odkui AooiDnm di la UDrsrsnA- 
noH. F«r le DocWar AcoCBn Yoibih, eic etc. Aveo 
tin* FUncti*. Parta: J. B. Bailli^ra et FOt. IBSO. Sto, 
868 pp. 

Rbtro-Utkbini Hahatooeli aitd Nok-Ehotsted BrruBioNR 
or Blood ih tds PBamuiSAL Catitt Conuosrsd ab Aoci- 
DXST8 OP Mjcnbtsqation. Bf Dr. Voiaui, with a lithogn- 
phio pUU. 

Tee Mithor first proswta a ehort abotract of the Instory oT 
his milgeol, whidi he dividen into two epocha, the former 
referring to the literature before 1860, the l&Uer, after tbat 
date. It was at this period that the disease was fM-the first 
time called hematocele hy Pn>£ Nelaton, it having been foT' 
meri J neither recognised oor classified properly. 

The author presents tlie views of different authors with 
regard to the nature and seat of the disease, and again 
points to the fact, as may already be seen tram the title 
page, that he calls those sanguinous epauchements hemato- 
oele, which have been encysted. 

Of the diSerent nsjnes proposed, hematocele T«tro-ute' 
rine, bematocrie pA^-uterine, tumonr sanguine du bassin, the 
tint is adopted. With regard to the question of intra- or 
eslra-peritoneal locaUon of the depoait, Dr. Toisin recognises 
only the former variety. He conaidfH^ hematocele retro-atO' 
rine an efiSuion of blood, which is encysted in (he pelvic 
perilooeal cavity between the uterus sod rectum, originat- 
ing from the proaea of menstrualion. 

HaaoB all deponti of blood not oeoorring at the time of 
eviction, not aituated behind the ntenu in the peritoneal 
oavity, and not encysted, are excluded from his oonaider^ 
tion. The diaeaw in question seenis to be of infrequent 
oooorrence, as scarcely 6fly observatituifl are known. We 
bebave that this number wiU, however, increaae oonsideraUy 
during the next few years, and will have the same history 
asBrigbt's and Addiaon's diaeasat When the knowledge of 
its pathok>gy spt«ads among the profession, the diagnoaiB 
iriU be m(M« readily made and the ntimber of cases increase. 
After a minute description of the blood-veesels, which 
■nmuind the Fallopian tabes, and the ovaries, the author 
prooeads to expose the diferent thaoriea in regard to retro- 
uterine hematocele. Dr. Nelaton attribates this accident to 
what he calls porU tportitmie, the blood wluch, during men- 
struation, ia destined to pass from the raptured OraafBan foUi- 
ole, througb the Fallofnan Vabe, into the uterus, aec 
instead, into the peritoneal cavity in lai^ quantities. Dr. 
Langitf adopts this theory, adding the remark that, in order 
to produce an hematoode, there tsust exist an abonaal con- 
geatim of the ovary more intanaa than that due to simplt 



Otarian ApopittM has betHi considered as the obdbo of 
hematooela retro-aterine by Boamoni, Poach, Nelaton, and 
fbmterlybyLangier. Dr.'Voisintsitfo[Hnionthattheqk)ple&- 
tic obaneter of the hemorrhage found in the oaeea described, 
baa not been demonstrated. He considcn it to be rather a 
hemorrhage by congestion " because ^)o;rfexie would imply 
a deatmetian of the tisane." Memorrhagao/ Vie IbOopiam 
ttibe$, at a oaose of bonatooele, has been admitted by Drs. 



F^nerly, ScanEoni, Troussean, Fuecb, and Oidmon^ and tfaia 
<xigin is admitted as an occarion^ cause of hematoode. 
Sefiua of the blood from the ulenu into the penUmtal tamtg 
by way of Hn tahtt has been considered by Drs^Bemata, 
Euysch, and HAie as a cause of hematocele. In the author's 
opinion all that on be said regarding this theory is, that the 
question is as yet not decided either in the sfflrmative or 
negative, and that more numerous observations than tboee 
extant are required to settle it 

Dr. Tignte's and Qallaud's opinion, who traoa the origin 
of hematocele to a dufaxj^Mcnl of (Ac feaaiAittd i» mm- 
,Ae«iruiatad otrum MU[>lA«p«rAotMciI eovtly seems not very pro- 
bable — extra-uterine pregnancy, with rupture of the sac 
and hetnatocele, are affections (£ an very diSerent nstur& 
Drs. lUcbet and Devala admit a varteoas eotidtUon of As 
ovarian vebutaid of the broad It^amenla as a cause of hemato- 
cele, which aoddent Dr. Voiain bdievee to precede some- 
times the formation of a free sai^uineous effusion, but not a 
real hematocele. 

Among the predigpoting ca-ate* may be mentioned a pe- 
cuUar condition of the blood, such as is found in ertiptive 
fevers ; further a plethoric state, a menorrhagic tendency, 
constipation as it predisposes to varioee of the pelvic veias. 
Among the tsxitmg cmua may be counted, in the first 
place, the catamenial flux. In seven out of ten cases where 
the accident occurred during menstruation, sexual inter- 
coune was perfbrmed during or soon after that time, and 
in three others it could be traced to undue bodily exercise 
while menBtruation was going on ; in five others to mental 
emotions and btigue. 

PcOhogenme. — Retro-nteiine hematocele may be pro- 
duced by three different causes, vizr^by a congestion and 
hemorrhage of the ovariui vesicles during menstruation; 
by the r^ux of blood from the uterus into the tubes and 
peritoneum; by a tubal hemonhage. The non-encysted 
effusion of blood may be owing to either <^ the three 
rirave-named circumstances, and bendee may be the conse- 
quence of a rupture of the sub-ovarian varicose vmnei 
Opposed to Prof Trousseau's theory, who holds that, during 
menstruation the " enucleation" of the ovulum was per- 
formed without any hemonhage. Dr. Voinn proves, by the 
authority of the best Frencb physiologist*, that the ovarian 
vesicles may, even under ordinaiy circuiustanoes,'give riae 
to a slight hemorrhage at the time of the dialodgement of 
the ovum. Besides this physiological state, &vo»ble to the 
production of a hemorrhage, there are many observations 
recOTded to prove that the ovary ia very often subject to 
pBthol<^cal conditiotiB ^t to increase this hemorrhagic 
tendency. These alterations have been proven to consist 
in an ezceanve development of one or more of the Oraaflsn 
venclee, the consequence of which is an equable hypertro- 
phy of the vascular apparatus, a more active circulation, 
and a predispod^on to bleeding. If the proob are abun- 
dant to show the existence in the ovary of conditions pro- 
moting hemorrhages, the number of post-mortem examina- 
tions (seven recorded) already known, do not leave the least 
doubt as to the this cause in the promotion of hematocele. 
An ovarian hemorrhage may be due to three di^rent 
causes,viE: to a venous congestion of the ovaiy, an alt^ed 
constitution of the blood (excess (»' decrease of fibrin), and 
to hSmophifig. The venotis oongestlon may agun be caused 
by too frequent sexual excitement^ constipatioD, and the 
immoderate use of the corset 
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Tubai Hemorrhaga. — The mucous membrane of the tube * 
ia the seat at a sanguineous exudation during menstruation, 
which discharge may, in sc»De inBtaneea (obfl. of FoQin and 
OuImonC), increase Coeudiadegree as toeSect an hematocele. 
The rtfiux of blood from the tilerut inio the ptrilonaaa ia 
a Terj ran cause of i«tro-uterine hematocele, and, till now, 
it seems to hare been produced only in connexion with • 
flexion of the wocob. 

Thtapa-met/ittd efiaioTuo/hhodiafothepenioitmlcavili/ 
of the pthni, owe Iheir origin to the same aourcea as the 
hematocele, and may aUo be the result of a rupture of sub- 
ovarian Tarices. Six observations are reported where 
the accident was produced by an ovarian htmorrhage ; in 
four cases ttiM hemorrhage was the cause, and in three 
instances r^vx of the Hood originally deposited in the ute- 
rus. The influences which give riae to the development 
of varices in the veins of the ovary and the broad ligament, 
are the ateenoe of protecting sheaths to these vessels, their 
vertical direction, former pregnancies, and the use of the 
corset These vessels are not furnished with valves. The 
Bta^ in the right utero-ovarian vein is more common than 
in the leil one, on account of its direct issue into the vena 
cava. In four instances a rupture in one of the veins has 
been observed. The fact that sudden death ensues in all 
cases of hemorrhage from this latKr cause, may be ex- 
plained by the following circumstances ; — The blood is fur- 
nished by a lar^e vessel, and the vessel once ruptured, ia 
very little disposed to contract, on account of its varicose 
condition. Uenslfual congestion alone would hardly be 
■ufficient for a rupture of the veins, and indeed in almost 
all the cases reported there was an accessory cause, such as 
&tigue and sexual excitement. 

The cause of the discharge of blood into the peritoneum, 
in a case of ovarian hemorriiage, is an imperfect attachment 
of the paviOon of the tube to the ovary, either in conse- 
quence of a detachment owing to th«largeamotmt of blood 
from the ovary, or that a perfect apposition is prevented 
by false adhesions or tumors. The " enkyglement" of the 
blood is tkvored by the tAntiness of the bleeding and the 
pure state of the blood, while the uon-enkystement is de- 
pendent upon a lai^ amount of blood, saddenly discbai^ed, 
and from a previous alteration of the blood. The blood 
once in the peritoneal sac, soon gravitates towards the 
lowest point, the cul-de-sac behind the uterus. It here 
excites an exudative inAammation, and adhesions are formed 
between all the pelvic organs. The cavity of the cyst may 
remain unilocular, but in most cases it is traversed by a 
great number of thin fibrinous bands, so that it may appear 
to be located in the subserous cellular tissue, thus being 
mistaken for an extra-peri tonesl hematocele. 

The symptoms of a free hemorrhage into the abdominal 
cavity are thcae of a violent peritonitis with anemia. Death 
ensued in all cases in less than twelve hours. The occur- 
rence of symptoms in a case of retro-uterine hematocele 
is variable, sometimes slow, sometimes rapid ; abdomin^ 
pains during previous menstrual periods were observed in 
the greater number of cases. In sixteen cases irregularity 
or amenorrboea were noted down, in one a menorrhagic 
disposition. The pwn occupies one or the other of the iliac 
fo^ie, the pubic region, the lower part of the back, or even 
the inferior extremities. The p«n has an expulsive charac- 
ter, or that of bearing down. In the course of the disease it 
disappears, to be renewed at some of the next menstrual 
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periods, even afUr the disappearaooe of the hematocele. 
The increased siae of the abdomen is partly due to tympa- 
nitis intestinalis, partly to the pressure of a quantity of blood 
in the pelvis. The tumor, which may be fe^ in the abdo- 
men, attaiDS its h%beat devdopm^il in the first few 
days, but in a few instances it increases in »e for a month 
to come. The diameters of the tumor vary from those of 
an orange up to thoee of a foU-grown child's head. The 
consistence of the tum<»' varies aocording to circumstances, 
at first it is soft, and becomes more solid and often nodu- 
lated (rugged) aflerwards. The ttmior may be easily per- 
ceived by the vaginal touch behind the uterus; in some 
cases fluctuation could be perceived, while the womb is dis- 
placed upwards or in a lateral direction. In a very limited 
number of cases a violet coloration of the posterior roof of 
the vagina could tie perceived by the speculum. The vaginal 
neck is very generally unmovabie and pushed towards the 
EiymphyNS pubis and sometimee dis[^aced towards the ri^t 
or 1^ side. The womb is only very seldom thrown up- 
wards. In some instances a dysentery followed the disease, 
very likely in ootmerion with the ra^Md resorption of the 

The COUTH of retro-uterine hematocele is geuerally very 
rapid ; its riieorptaon is efiboted successively during the M- 
lowing menetnul periods; its duration takes four months 
as a general rule; perfect recovery is the rule in cases 
where no surf^cal treatment is reBort«d to and the tamor is 
absorbed, or it opens into the rectum or v^ina. It very 
rardy opensinto the peritoneal cavity, nor does its contents 
frequenUj become purulent. 

The diagnotu of retro-uterine hematocele is based upon 
tlM generally large amount d' blood discharged at the time 
of the menses, the comiexion of the outset of the aActiob 
with the lime of menstmstion, the rapid eourae of the 
accidents, the resemblance of the symptoms to those of a 
peritonitis, the quick and enwmous development of the 
tumor, the almost instantaneous ^>peat«ace of anemia, the 
projection in front of the uterine neck, the presence of a 
retro-uterine tumor, and the character of the pains, wbidi 
are compared by the patients to those experienced at the 
time of labor. In some cases It is possible to determine 
the primary cause of the affection, the source of the hemor- 
rhage. The co-existence of varicee in the lower extre- 
mities or tbe vagina, of hemorrhoids, and ot an abundant 
menstrual fiux make it probable that the bleeding comes 
fl«m the rupture of a varix of the uteto-ovarian jrfexus. 

The pre-existenoe of lateral hypogastric pains with in- 
creased intensity every other month, alternating bemor- 
rh^^ previous pregnaociee, rectal varices, and varicn in 
the leg correspooding with the side of die hypogastrium, 
which is painfol, are illustrative of an ovarian hemorrhage. 
A flexion of the utems or an obstruction in tie uterine 
canal indicate that the blood was furnished by the uterus 
itsel£ The diagnosis of a tubal hemorrhage is impossible. 
Diseases which mi^t be mistaken for hematocele are : peri- 
uterme phlegmon, retro-uterine abscess, oophoritis, en- 
cephaloid tumors, ovarian cysts, tubo-ovarian cysts, extra- 
uterine pregnancy, fibrous tumors of the uterus, retro- 
version and retro-Bexion of the uterus, varices of the broad 
ligament, thrombus of the broad UgamenI, retention of 
feces, and plastic indurafjons behind the uterus. The diag, 
noetic features of til these accidents are considered briefly. 
Hitherto there has not been a single fact published that 
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^OT«d thfl extrk-peritonea] sckt of bemah>oele, and it has 
been demooKnted b; numerons ftutopatee, that the un- 
guineouB tumor is alwajB aituMed intra-perihHWaL 

The progtuMi* (^ henwtocele ie gmieraU; faTorable, except 
in tboee cases where pna is formad, or where the deoom- 
p oaed eontenta o( the aac afe raptured into the peritoneum. 
In one caee the patient became pregnant aAem-a/ds and 
was delivsred of a healthj child. 

TVmimeiit — The lendencf to a new hemorrhagic attack 
must be treated bj absolute rest in a recumbent position, 
local sfiplication* of cold, astringent remedies, acids, and 
r«vtilaves. Tlie tumor must be treated by catapdasms, Bf- 
ing blistera and derivatives; the ■.nemia, by iron, tonics, and 
generous food. Tlie surgical treatment resulted in death in 
oae-fourth of the cases. It ought to be restricted to those 
tostances where a strong leodency to deoompoeitioD of the 
encysted blood and perforation into the peritoneum is to be 
dreaded. The bistcwy of Ihirty-fire eases is added. In 
conclusion, we give it as our opinion that Dr. Toisin's 
treatise will become the standard work on bematooele. 
It contains all that is known up to the present day on the 
disease in question ; it reveals an admirable knowledge of 
literature, and ia particularty valuable on account of the 
lai^ namber of observations contained to the appendix. 
We can hardly recommend it Hufbdently strong enough to 
our readers. The only remark we venture tomalte regards 
the dtvisioa proposed In the description of the disease. The 
free dscharge of blood into the abdominal cavity is treated 
of apart from hematocele, properly so called, osteniribly on 
the plea that one cause of the accident, vis. rupture of a 
Tarix in the ut«ro-ovarian plexus, would be dways followed 
by violent hemorrhage, and oonsequenliy death, thus ezdud- 
ing the possibility of " enojsCment." In most instances 
this is the case, but it cannot be demonstrated that some 
of the cases which recovered were not hematocele, and 
were not ori^nally due to a rupture of a verioose vein, inae- 
much as a precise diagnosis of the several cauees of hema- 
tocele is, in the majority of casee, out of the question during 
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iHBBonciDES. — I have directed chamomile powder — that 
is to say, the flowers carefully dried in an oven, then ptow- 
dered, lo be dusted on the parts, in four cases, two of them 
children, infested by llee. 1 dire«ed brown eoapand wann 
inter, liberally employed, twice daily, then the chamomile 
powder^ previously confined in a muslin bi^, to be wdl 
dusted m. The result in every case, and within a very 
brief period, was the destruction of these hideous parasites. 
—Dr. ifcCormack, DuhKn Med. Prai. 

Hbalth or LoMDOM IK THE 17th Jkim \&Ta CEirnntiis. 
— To show the marked diEFerence between the death-rate 
in the seventeenth and the nineteenth centuries, the Regis- 
trar-Oeneral has given us some very Interestine details; 
and it appears that the compsrlsoc may be relied on as 
tolerably correct. In the 20 years, 1660-79, the death- 
rate was 7,000 in 100,000; in 1859, it was 2,229. Small- 
pox took off 857 in the Sret period, and 42 in the second ; 
fever, 749 and 56 m the two periods. In those days, 86 
died in childbed, now 17 die in. the 100,000. Now 8 die 
of dysentery, then 763 died. Synhilis was twice as l^tal 
then. Scurvy also took off its 1^2 instcsd of 2 as now. 
Bespirstory aipeases were very fatal; 1,079 then, spiinst 
611 now. Convulsions and teething carried off 1,175; and 
now (sadly still too many) carry off 136. Besides this, in 
those days there were visitations of the plague — in 1665, 
for instance, nearly one-third of the population perished by 
plague.— iftittcal Tima and QaxtUe. 
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SURGERY AND SURGICAL PATHOLOGY. 
Pruetieal Obitrvationi on the JVoCvre and Trtatmtnt at 
J>rotlalorrhaa. By Phof. Gross, Phita (North Ain. itei- 
Chir, Rev. July, I860.)— PrOBtatorrhcea ia defined to be a 

discharge from the prostate gland, generally of a thin 
mucous character, dependent upon irritation, if not actual 
infiammation, of the component issues of that organ. It 
has generally been confounded with other lesions, as gleet, or 
chronic ureUiritis, seminal losses, and cygtorrhixB, or chronic 
inflammation of the mucous membrane of the bladder. It 
does not often occur among children or old people, but is 
most common during the aclivity of the sexual oivans, and 
is most frequently met with in those whose sexuu propen- 
sities are the strongest The exciting causes are not always 
evident, but the disease has generally been traceable^ eitlter 
directly or indirectly, to venereal exceesea, chronic inflam- 
mation of the neck of the bladder, stricture of the urethr% 
or some affection of this canal ; it may have its origin in 
diseases of the rectum, and the use of internal remedies, as 
cantharidcs, turpentine, may excite a temporary prostator- 
riioia; a common cause in voung men is moaturDation. ^e 
tympiomt arc a dischai^ ofmncue, generally, perfectly dear, 
ropy, varying from adrachm upward in tweuly-fbur hours; 
in efforts at defecation tlie flow is greatest. It is attended, 
also, with a pleasurable, tickling senEBtion sometimes. 
ProBtatorrhcca ma^ be diBtinguiahed from urethritis by the 
gradual supervrntion of Bymptoma, the transparency of the 
diHcharge, the absence of symptoms of inflammation of the 
urethra, Ac ; boia spermatorthcea, by a microscopical exa- 
mination of the dischai^ ; from cystorrtuca by the absence 
of dianges in the urine, or difficulty in micturition. The 
palhahgy of this affection coneistfi in a disorder of the folli- 
cular apparatus, leading to an inordinate secretion of its 
peculiar fluid. This may be due to inflammation, but in 
some instances the organ appears to be entirely healthy, in 
which case it is aut^Msed to t>e due to a heightened funo- 
tional activity. The jtrojnosu is generally favorable, as this 
affection is not a disease but a symptom of disease, usually 
slight, and easily removed ; it ia often, however, very 
obstinate, and when the mind deeply sympathizes with the 
local affection is very difficult of management. The trtat- 
mmi should be directed to the removal of the cauee, and to 
this end there should be a thorough exploration of the 
genito-urinary apparatus, the anus and the rectum, and a 
carefulinquiry as to the habits of the patient. Ifbeisweak, 

fjntle exercise, nutritious diet, wine and tonics are indicated, 
be tincture of the chloride of iron in union with tincture 
of nux vomica is especially recommended: if he is plethoric, 
the antimonial and saline mixture is useful; the most useful 
topical applications are cooling and anodjme it^ections, ss 
Goulard'E Extract with wine of opium in the proportion of 
one or two drachms each in ten ounces of water, three 
times daily ; in obstinate cases, cauterisation once a week 
may be necessary ; the cold hip bath ia also inR>ortant, and 
if the symptoms do not yield, leeches should be applied 
around the anus and to the perineum. 

EicKion ofthtBead of Vie Oa Brachii fdRmmng a Ouiuhot 
Wound. By Prof. Pactl F. Kvx, Nashville. (NashvilU 
JmiT. of ited. and Svrg., July, I860.)— Prof Eve remarks 
that, according to Mr. Birkett of London, in no case of ex- 
cision of the head of this bone has the patient reguned the 
power of raising the arm above a right angle with the 
trunk or above the level of the acromion. Tl^ case which 
he details was followed by a better result. The patient was 
rixteen years of age, ana acddentally received a gunshot 
wound of the fhoulder, the charge traversing the upper 
extremity of tlie os brachii and opening the ahoulder-jomL 
There was but little hemorrhage. The operation consisted in 
makingaflapof the deltoid, and thuse| ~ 
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bead of the o* brachii whieh was removed. The wound wta 
deftnaed and dreaaed, and the patjent coavakeced bvnrably. 
At ifae end of six moDtha be Lad good use of tLe limb aod 
was able to raise it to a Wei with the claTicle, 

Stalutia of lAgaHon of tt« Prim^ine lUac ArUry. 'By 
Db. Stkfbrm Sutb, of New York. (Am. Jour. Utd. SdeK. 
July, I860.)— This paper oomprises Iha reports in abstract 
of 32 recorded oases of Uua operation, arranged accordiog 
to iJie diseasee or aocJdeDts which led to the operatioD, as 
folktwa ; — 1. For the arreat of hemorrhace, 11 cases. 2. 
For the cure of anenriBmB, 16 cases. 3. Far the cure of 
pulaalin g tninorB, which proved to be maJignaot, 4 cases. 
4. For Um prevention of bemorrha^ in the removal of a 
tumco', I case. Of these 32 cases, 25 died ; bein^ a mor- 
talitj of 78) per oeuL In 24 cases aoeurisms directly or 
indirectly led to the operation, and involved the following 
arteries; right external iliac, 11; left external iUac,T; 
femoral, 1 ; gluteiJ, 2 ; one was varicoee ; not given, 2. In 
17 cases the right {»iinitive iliac artery, and in 13 casee the 
kit was tied ; of the former 3, and of the latter 2, recovered 
In caaes the peritoneum was wounded, of which one 
lecovered. It appears from this paper that the operation 
of lighting the common iliac is much more &tal than 
anthors have represented. . 

Pattagt of a Rake Hajidlt Otrough iJte Scrotum and Ah- 
dominal Paritia — lUeovery. By Bn. BmuiajM, of Ep- 
ping, N. H. {Bosk Mtd. and Sarg. Jour., July 12, 186ft) 
— A laborer sUding down the side of a hay-mow encoun- 
tered the npright handle of a rake, which entered at the 
lower or inferior portion of the scrotum, a little to the left 
of the mesial line, pasing up over the pubes, then running 
somewhat diagonally across the abdomen, made its exit in 
the right hypochondriac region, between the ten^ and 
deventh rilM. The left t£sucle was completely tunted out 
of its place and almost denuded of its covering. The rake 
handle was removed, no hemorrhage followed, and with the 
exception of an abscess, which formed in the tisck of the 
wound, the patient recovered without any bad symptoms. 

AppliaHioa of lAt Butkm Suiure ni Tnatmoit of Varix. 
By Bk. Bozuun, of New Orleans. (Ntw Orhant Mtd. taid 
Stirg.Jour., July, 1860).-The peoiOiarity of this method 
consisU in usii^ silver wire and the button suture iitstead 
of bougies. Dr. B. places his patient in the upright portion 
in order to have the veins enlarge, and then passes the 
needle around it; the ends are drawn through iLe button 
which is slid down upon the vein aad secured by com- 
jwessed shot Two cases are reported in which this method 
proved perfectly suooenfiiL Dr. B. has ^>plied this method 
also to varicocele with auccew. 

Compound Fracture of the SkuM, vHlh Depremon of Bone 
and no SympUmu of Con^iranon. By Dr. RiciURDeoii, of 
New Orieana, (JVoHA Am. iitd-Chir. Bea., July, 18G0).— 
Dr. Richardson reports the case of a man who entered 
Charity Hospital with a compound fracture and angular de- 
pression of the frontal bone but without symptoms of com- 
pression. Two small fragments of booe were removed 
through the laceration of the scalp, cold wal^r 
^plied, and the patient n^idly recovered. Prof. R. 
that thu is his method of treating similar injuries, in (h>- 

Csition to British and American authorities. While the 
ter advise non-intervenUon when the fracture is not 
OHnponnd, Prof R contends that there is in such cases 
greater liability to infianunation than in a compound Irae- 
ture^ and therefore the argument in &vot of not operating 
in sunple fractures with depression applies with atill greates' 
force to cases of compound fracture with depression. He 
adds that it is a fact established by statistics, as well as by 
common observation, "that the number of persons who 
recover after compound fracture with depression, in whom 
the trephine is not employed, is tar greater than of those 
who have been subjected to the operation." Ue refers to 
the following statistics of Lawrie and King, in the Edin. 
MonOdy Jmier. 1841, of 77 cases of compound fracture^ 26 
were not trephined and 18 wer« cured ; 51 were trepkmed 
and 11 were cured. 



Sn^/ttitroit of Bitwuik m Qi» trtaimmi t^ Bwiu and 
Seaidt. By Da EicRARDSOH, of New Orleans. (North AnK 
Jftd-CAir. ifeo., July, I860).— Dr. Richardson was induced 
to use bismuth in the treatment of bums from its well 
known effect in calming irritadon and even actual inSam- 
maiion of macous membriDes. The following is the method 
of employing it :— rub the bbmuth in a mortar with a suf- 
ficient amount of glycerine to fbrm a paste or tWlr painty 
which should be ^plied to the affected surface by means 
of a camel's hair pencil, or a mop made of sofl hnen ; the 
parts diould be first thoroughly dried and each blister 

rati with a needle ; after a thick coat has been ^n)lied 
parts should be [votected firom the bed clothes by a 
layer of clean carded cotton. In bums of the first d«^*e 
one application will often suffice, but in those of the second 
it may he necessary to repeat it. in part at least, from day 
to day, in consequence of its disturbance and Uie wetting 
of die cotton by the discharges. This method of treating 
bums haa proved superior to every other in the Charity 
Hospital '-'"■' ' 



is of ^fitlefits. 



AMERICAN MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 

SsonoH OH StrRcntr. 

(OxdfiHMil/Vvn jHxr> SB.) 

Dr. WiLLABD PASxtB, c^ N. Y., lemarked, in relation 
to the treatment of the disease in question, that inasmtiob 
as it occurred in scrofulous children, the constitution was 
the main thing to be looked after; any local appliances 
bein^ a secondary matter. The constitutional treatment 
reqmred was sostaining in its character. If any af^Mratus 
oould be suggested, by means of which the patient might 
avaU iumself of exercise, and at the same tune keep the 
tender surfaces apart a great point would be gained. It 
seemed to him that Dr. Sayre's apparatus was the result of 
an old suggestion, and that due credit, as the prime mover 
in the aSalr, shoiUd be given to Dr. Maroh. He thought 
that the principle of treatment, as laid down by that gen- 
tleman, was a correct one — the prevention of pressure, uid 
the consequent destruction, not only of the synovial mem- 
brane, but the cartilage and bony sCruoture. 

In reference to the time for opening Joints, he did not 
think it was a question that had been satisfactOTUy autweied. 
He had some experience in puncturing knee-jomt^ thon|^ 
b« never had occasion ttt perfbrm such an operatiiMi upon 
the hip. In this comiexion he thought it neoeesary only 
to refer to a single case of tite fonner class, which might 
be conadered as a type of the whole. It was in a joiatg 
boy, ten years of age, whom be saw in coDsultati<m with 
a surgeon of New York Cit^. The child at that lime 
had been suffering intense pain for some days in eonae- 
quenoe of pressure produoed by an accunmla4i<Hi of fluid 
in the cavity of the }oiat, which had been the seat of acute 
synovitis. The pain was so intense, that the administration 
of opium and chloroform was found to be entirely useless, 
as far as any good effects were ooaceraed. The question 
naturally enough came up — What was to be done ? It wss 
finally decided that sn opening should be. made. This was 
Bccorainsly done by a thumb-lanoet, when so great was 
the tension of the partfl, that the fluid was forced to the 
extent of fiilly two icet from the ^»erUire. The fluid, upon 
examination, was found to be of the nature and consist^oy 
of gelatine. The system soon afUrwards became tranquil, 
and sleep followed the administration of an ordinary ano- 
dyne. In the course of time, a complete recovery was the 
result He could not see the difference between joints 
which were already the seat of suppuration, where the 
trnoviiJ membrane uid cartilage were destroyed: and sb- 
abvXyoOglC 
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nrmwn in any oUkt part (^ the bodj. The indicMioiis for 
evaciuUion of the oouieaUoI the joint w«i« eqtikllj sIfODg 
in both instances. 

Dr. Ana, of Peoiuylvuiia, thoi^ht it wu hia daty tA 
give his experience in rdUioB to opening of joints, bj 
eating the MlUowing osse : The patHOt was a Qerman 
servant of his, 18 or 19 Tearg of age, with a highly scrodi- 
loos constitution. He waa obeerred limping about tbe 
boosa, apparentl]' in great pain; and on b«ng qnestkmed, 
he told the doctor that for some dajs he had sufiered firom 
severe pain in big kaee-joint Upon examination, the part 
waa found vetj much distended, and his suffering waa so 
intense, that it waa evident that immediate relief should be 
given, or else ettpporation would be the re«u)t A small 
trocar was introduced, and about eight ounces of highlj 
albuminous fluid was drawn off. The rdief was immediate, 
and instead of having him laid up for three or four months, 
in three weeks afW he was pn'fectly reoovered. He stated, 
in ooncliiaion, that previous to being oompelled to perfonn 
the operation, he had always a prejudice against punc- 
turing joints ; but tbe result of this case tended to alter 
his views in relation to that poinL 

Dr. McDowiLu of St. Louia, stated that be would have 
given all that he had ever made in his profession, and all he 
expected to malte, if he had known of this instrument 
when his son had morbus coxarius. He should have 
punctured the joint early, then have applied the instru- 
ment, and Would have bean rewarded by savin? hU boy. 
In reference to opening into the knee-joint, he stated 
that he had performed the operation in four instances. In 
one case, anchylosis was the rcEult ; and in three others no 
serious damage took place. In conclusion, he expressed a 
detsrmination to follow out the principles of treatment as 
•et forth in the discusnoa 

Dr. F. H. Hamilton remarked, in relation to the treatment 
of hip-disease, that he had been earty instructed vriUi refer- 
ence to Che necessity of coiiflnement, but that experience 
hnd tiae* (aught him the unsoundness of such s principle. 
He had come to the conclumon, that soch confinement was 
in direot antagonism to another and equally important 
indioation, namely, the restoration of the general health. 
Ha maintained that, in a very considerable number of cases 
belonging to the incijuent stage, the progress of the disease 
might be arrested by establishing or conrGming the general 
health. If the child was past six years of age, this was not 
a very diffloult thing to do. Hi* plan was aimpiv to in- 
Btmot the parents to obtun crutches that were handaomety 
made of Malaooa wood, and silver mounted, so that the 
child would not be ashamed of them, nor throw them awde 
when ant anions his pkymotas. By the adoption of these 
maans simply, the patient wonM be tempted to take the 
requisite amount of exerdse. To oaaes under the age re- 
ferred to, he thought that 3«yre'i instrument waa very well 
adapted. In reference to operations upon joints, he was 
oonvineed that there was not m much to be leared in open- 
ing them as in making that opening insufficient, He had 
resorted to tbe practice not only with impuoitj, hut was 
■atisfled with the result in every case. 

Dr. Jamh R. Woon, of New York, made in aubatanoe 
the following remarks: — The subject of opening jointa has 
interested me for many years, aiM the opport-unities offered 
§0T investigating the subject have been ample. The indis- 
criminate opening of joints is a very serious matter, but there 
are instances, where the experienced surgeon, by rescMling 
to this practioe, will do great good to his patients and 
credit to hia catling. So great waa the horror in reference to 
itijury of the joints in daya gone by, that even amputation 
and ligature of the femoral artery in puncture of the knee- 
joint has been resorted to by our best surgeons, and that 
within tbe last fifteen or twenty years. It was because of 



the resulting constitutional irritation, that this 
practice was resorted to. I may be permitted here to offer 
a few thoughts on the different variety of cases in which 
the joint may be opened. Tbe first is in those cases of 
tnumalic trouble of the jtunt, where it is opened by pnnc- 



tme aa with a peukaife, or ai is not vnfteqneatfy the mm, 
where this hu been done, by a drawing-knife, in (be 
hands of a ctfoper. This latter acddent I have met wit^ 
several times. These are the cases that were ao nmch 
dreaded by the older surgeons. Here yon have acute 
indammation speedily terminating in acute abeceM of tbe 
joint, *Dd the sooner you allow toe matter to escape by > 
free opening tbe better it will be for the patient ; for by so 
doing, you escape the oonstitntional irritation and its oon- 
sequenoes, also, the toxnraio eflect from the absorptioa of 
matter. Again, as in the case related by Dr. Allee, where 
you have this joint filling rapidly with serum, the result of 
a different grade of inflammation of the synovial membrane, 
producing excesMve dislenaion, excruciating pain, and wKi- 
eequent ooostitutional symptoms, becanse of tbe want of 
the^lasticitv of the tissues encroached upon, you are to 
make a smaU puncture as you would in the case of accu- 
mulation of serum or pus in the cavity of the thorax: close 
the wound at once and the reUef is immediate. But let me 
be onderstood, that I would not resort to these practices in 
the cases instanced, unless the usual antiphlo^stic treat- 
ment had been resorted to. I am convinced that it is Kood 
snrgery, after they have failed, to open the joint as I nave 
staled. Agiun, we have another form, and one which is 
very common, in onr large cities; it is tbe result of a ooo- 
stitutional trouble ooccurring in badly fed patients, Uving ia 
pentHjp apartments, where the light of heaven and Eredi 
air are seldom admitted; who are snstained by bad food 
and begotten by strumous or ayj^ihtic parents. In this 
class of patients we have the disease called fuwut arHcvH, 
by Sir Benj. Brodie, the old-fashioned white tieMing of our 
fathers, no matter whether it occur in the hip, shoulder, 
dtiow, knee, or the spine it is one and the same disease; 
and although the sur^^on may do much, the medical treat- 
ment should never be forgotten, for without it all surreal 
appliances will be of but little avail. Give your patient 
good air, sea ur if you can, plenty of light, out-door exer- 
cise as much as practicable, iron, wine, or ale, cream, roast 
and broiled meats, with blood-gravy, and so forth. In these 
cases, as a geueral rule, you have the integrity of the joint 
destroyed before your are consulted; a very different state of 
things from that existing in the cases already referred ttx 
The synovial membriuie, the cartilage of incrustation, and 
frei^uentiy the bone has succumbed to the peculiar grade 
of inflammation common to this disease. Then is but 
httk pain perhaps, but little heat, in fact the swelling about 
the joint and inc«{>acity of use are the most prominent 
symjrtomH presenting themselves; if vou exdnde tbe con- 
stitutional trouble of the patient which it is not worth 
while to refer to here. As in the first form referred to, you 
have an absoess, but a very different one; in the first yon 
have an acute, a hot ahscesa, hut here you hare a dironic 
or cold abscess. It is in all respects like the psoas abscess 
which occurs in the groin, or the lumbar in the loins. It 
is in these cases that I have occasionally opened the joints; 
but I am sorry to say, that my experience is such aa to 
cause me to do it always with reluctauoe, and let me aay 
hare, Qentlemen, that it is my judgment that the good aui^ 
geon will always ^proach a joint with great d^rence 
and hewtancy. For even in this class of cases the majority 
of the patients whom I have operated upon, and those of 
my neiehbors that have ftHen nnder my observation, have 
Bther lost their limbs or their lives. Resection, althou^ 
appearing much more formidable than the simple puncture 
of the joint, statistics warrant me in saying, is a verr mudi 
more safe operation, and the results are very muc^ more 
&vorable. 

Dr. TowHBDtn asked Dr. Sayre whether he would open 
the abscesses that occur upon the thigh in this disease 7 

Dr. Batrs stated, that by the early use of his apparatus, 
and by following ont the plan of treatment set forth, this 
complication would not take place. If^ however, he should 
meet with a case where such an abscess existed, he did not 
see any reason why it should not be treated by a free 
incision as in any oCher instances. / - ■ ' 
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Oa motioti of Dr. AUee, Dr. SAjn't paper wm T«oam< 
mended by the section to the Aaraciation for miblioation 
in its Tnmsactions. The meeting then adjooTDed me di«. 



NEW YORK PATHOLOGICAL SOCIETY. 
Stated UnriNO, May 23d, 1860, 
E. EKAOKoiriTZER, M.D., FrwideBt 

Laro( FiBBona Tckor ot Unaue. 

Dr. Samm exhibited a specimen of Tcry large fibroos 
tmnOT of the iitenis remored from the boijlj <x an aged 
woman, who died from eome eauBe unconnected with the 
development of the atmonnal growth. After the removal 
of the mas it was with some trouble that the os extenram 
waa fbnnd, when it wae seen to present verj much ita 
natural appearance. The canal of the cervix waseomewhat 
increaBea in length, measuring about two and three-quarter 
inches. The cavity of the womb was also found to be much 
inereaaed, having lost much of ita original shape in conse- 
qoence of the presence of several tmall tumors in the vicinitj. 
The specimen on close examination was found to conBiat of 
> collection of tumors, each of them, however, connected 
together by pretty well marked fibrous tissue. 

Dr. S. stated that he examined the specimens tmder the 
microscopo with a great deal of care, in order to detect the 
nnabiped muscular fibre which is swd to exist in that variety 
of tumora. He however failed. The whole mass, after 
removal, weighed twenty pounds and (en ounoes, In one 
or two places a calcareous deposit was found replacing what 
was formerlj a fibrous masH. 

Dr. Erackowitekb remarked that be had often examined 
saA tumors in regard to the existence of the organic mus- 
cular fibre, but had never succeeded. He doubted not, 
however, that they did exist, and the failure in the detec- 
tion of them, be was disposed to think, depended upon the 
Cevious preparation of the sperimen. He remarked that 
olleschott recommended the section to be placed for two 
months in dilute acetic acid (in the proportion of one volume 
of the acid to fifty-nine of water) when the fibres would be 
rendered visible under the microscope. 

Dr. SA.iiia stated ^at he had seen it recommended hj 
some one, to prepare the spedmen in the first place by soak- 
ing it in dilute alcohol, and afterwards in dilute nitno acid, 
in the proportions as named by the President. He intendea 
to follow out that plan and see what the result would be. 
In coDclnnon, he asxed the experience <k the members in 
reference to the earliest period of life that these fibrous 
uterine tumors were known to occur. He had a case under 
treatment of a young female, scircelv twenty, in whom he 
had very ^ood reason to suspect Ine existence of such a 
state of things. 

Dr. Krackowitzer believed that fibroue tumors in young 
peoplewereofverytareoccurrence; more generally showing 
themselves between the ages of thirty and forty years, 
^ese tumors gave rise to very little trouble, except when 
the female was impregnated, when the; often were a serious 
matter. He atated that Spaeth, in one of the Vienna medi- 
cal journals, published a case where a large tumor of that 
sort was attached by a pedicle to the fundus of the uterus, 
and at the time of labor occupied nearly the whole pelvic 
cavity, crowding the organ upwards, there being scarcely 
room enough left to introdnce two Gngera into the vagina, 
l^e mass, ttowever, was pushed up into, the abdominal 
cavity, the womb restored to its normal poeition, and the 
labor completed without any further trouble. The patient 
subsequently dying of puerperal fever, it was found that the 
tumor was about as laifge as a small head. Dr. E. referred 
to another case, published some time ago in which such a 
tumor was only recopiised at the commencement of labor 
to reside in the antenor 1^ of the cervix, and whence it 
was enucleated in time to allow the parturient act to be 
completed in the nsn^ way. 

The Society then atycumed. 



itjMcal ffhrs. 



JMtt tnOtOAI. EtTILUOBtCS. 

By General Order No. 17, the following Assistant Sur- 
geons to be Surgeons at the dates given. 

Levi H. Holden, April 23, 1860, vice Wheaton, deceased. 

Richard F. Simpson, June 23, 1860, to fill an original 
vacancy. 

Biclurd H. Coolidge, June 23, 1860, to fill an or^al 
vacancy. 

Ghas. C, Eeene;, June 23, 1660, to fill an original vacancy, 

Robert Uurray, June 23, 1860, to fill an original vacancy. 



Asrietant-Surgeon Albert J. Myer to be Signal Officer 
with the rank of Mqor, June 27th, 1860, to fill an original 
vacancy. (Dr. Uyer's oommisson as Aanstaot Surgeon is 
vacated.) 

The following gentlemen are KmcAaUd Assistant Sur- 
geons j^Joeeph H. Bin of PemOTlvania, vice Eaton, de- 
ceased, to date &om April 13th, 1860. 

Jamev H. Berrien, of Qeorgis, vice Holden, promoted, to 
date &om June 1st, 1860. 

DewittC. PeUra,ofHewToTk, June 23d, 1860,toGllu 
original vacancy. 

Charles H. Alden, of Pennsylvania^ to be Assistaiit Sur- 



geon June 23, 1860, to fill an origintd vacancy. 

John Taasant, of the District of Ctdumtna. to be Aasiat- 
aot Sui^eon, June 28, 1860, to fill an original vacancy, 

Charlee C. Byrne of Maryland, to be Assistant Surgeon, 
vice Simpson, promoted, to date ttom Jane 23, 1860. 

Archibald M. Fanntletoy, of Tirgiuia, to be Asaiatant 
Surgeon, vice Coolidge promoted, to date from Jane 23, 1860i 



mtsoHAL ORnns um i 

Asmstant Surgeon Warren Webster has been ordered to 
repair to Fort Iiamed, and report for duty at that station. 

Assistant 3ii»;eoD C, C. Byrne has been ordered to 
Repair to Camp \^rde, Texas, and relieve Aariatant Surgeon 
Foard. 

Assistant Surgeon B. Bartholow has been ordered to 
report at Fort (S)lumbus, N, T on the 16th of July, for 
duty with the recruits under orders for New Mexico. 

Asaietant Surgeon J. Vansant has been ordered to repur 
to the headquarters of the' Department of Oregon, ana to 
report for duty to the commander thereoC 

Assistant Burgeon John Campbell has been ordered to 
Platteburg Barracks, N. Y., on the expiration of his present 
leave of absence. 

Assistant Surgeon A. J. Foard has been ordered to re- 
pair — when relieved from his present duties at Gamp Verde 
— to Baton Rouge, L*., and report thence by letter to the 
Surgeon General. 

Assistant Surgeon Glover Perin, now m route to Kng- 
goM Barracks from New Mexico, has been ordered to repair 
to Newport Barracks, Ky., and report (hence by letter to 
the Surgeon General 

AsosUmt Sureeon E. W. Johns has been ordered to 
repair— when reueved from his present duties at Fort La- 
ramie— to the city of New York, and report Ihenoe by 
letter to the Surgeon General for examination for promo- 
tion. 

Surgeon W. J. Sloan has been asMgned to duty at Baton 
Rouge Barracks, and will be relieved from flirther aervice 
in the department of New Mexico, on the arrival of Assist 
Surgeon R. Bartholow in that department. On his amval 
at St. Louis, Mo., Surgeon Sloan has been directed to report 
by letter to the Sureeon General for Bpecial-instruotioBB. 
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HmiGlL DBFARTinUCt Or TRK UOTt. 

[Sptcial Oder*, JVo. 134.] 

WiR Depabtnikt, 
AdjutMiWJenewl'i Office, Wishington, July 5, 1860. 
A Board of Medical Officers wil) tssemble &t Baltiniore, 
Huyland, on the tweudelh day of September next, or u 
soon IlieretAer u practicable, Sir the examination of Asast^ 
ant Surgeons for promotion, and of such candidates for 
appointment to the Medical Staff of the Army as may be 
invited to present tbemselTes to the Board. 

Detail for the Board : Surgeon C. A. Finley, Surgeon B. 
a Solterlee, Surgeon C. & T^pler. 
By order of the Secretary Of War, S. WILLIAMS, 
AMiatant Adjutant-Geoeral. 

Applicanla must be between twenty-one and twenty-five 
years of age. 

Applications must be addressed to the Secretary of War: 
must state the reeidenoe of the applicant and the date and 
plac« of hia birth. They must also be accompanied (refe- 
rences will receive no attention) by respectable testimonials 
of his possessing the moral and physical quahfications requi- 
site for Ming creditably the rc^ionsible station, and for 
perfornring ably the arduous and active duties of an officer 
of the Medical Staff. 

There are, at this time, three vacanciea in the grade of 
Aasstant Surgeon. 

Bbooeltn Citt BosptTAL.— By tlie death of Dr. Isaacs a 
vacancy has occurred in the Medical Board <rf' this Luti- 
tution, which will be Sited by the Trastees in October. 

Unioit of Mkdicu. Jodbkaia — The Ondnnaii Lancet 
and (fyervtr and tJte Ckv^and iftdieal OaattU have 
united their editorial interests, and hereafter theaa journals 
will be iMued aimultaueously at Cleveland and Cincinnati. 
Baoh retains its own name, but eeaentially tbey will be 
the same in siie and contents. 

AjmucAii HoMe»)p.tTBi9TS aud thc Britibb Uedioal 
Coniroib. — At the recent session of the Qeneral Council of 
Medical EducatJon and Registration, five graduates of Ho- 
mcBopalhio Colleges of this oountry, vis. two firom a Phi- 
ladelphia and three A'om a Cleveland College, applied to be 
registered under a clause of the Ke^stratioo Ac^ which 
a^ils graduates of Foreign UniversilaeB. The subject was 
referred to the Attorney General for an opinion as to the 
duties of the Council. 

Thi Ohio Statk Mkoioai. CoHVBitTioii recently met at 
Ohio White Sulphur Springs, and remained in session four 
days. Eeports were made — on Surgery, by Dr. Bakes; 
on Obstetrics, by Dr. Wriost; on Obituaries, by Dr. Lah- 
doh; on Cannabis Indies, by Dr. McMBtHs; on Medical 
Literature, by Dr. Stbvims; on Diseases of the Bye, by Dr. 
Mm; on Typhoid Fe?er, by Dr. PouiBEifi; on the Effects 
of Chloroform upon the Intellectual Processes, by Dr. 
Waioar. The following persons were elected dScers for 
the ensuing year: — President, Dr. H. S. ConEuir; Tice- 
Pre»dents, Drs. McMekhs, Botntni. Eihoaid, Htmr; Be- 
cretaries, Drs- Dawbok, OmnRT; Treasurer, Dr. John B. 
TaoHPeoM; Iiibrarian^)r. Robirt Tbowpsoh: on Admig- 
mons, Drs. Mdllin, Ht^BXTHAL, Poutitm, Walkr, Mil- 

CoMHtMOBKEMT or Castletdh Medioal Colleok. — The 
exerdaes of the fifty-ninth commencement of the Castieton 
Medical College took place Tuesday evening the 12th, be- 
fore one of the largest assemblies ever convened on a hke 
occamon in Castieton, C. Spencer, President, in the chair. 
Diplomas were awarded to the following luccessfiil candi- 
dates for the title of M.D. :— S. Belknap, Vennont : M. Bil- 
lioglon. New York: C. W. Bowen, Vermont; J. B. Chap- 
man, Virginia; J. 8. Crawley, New York; H. M. HalL 
HUaws; A. J. Hart, Maine; G. H, ParkhursLNew York; 
J. C. Pomroy, Vennont; M. H. Searle,NewToric- W.K 
Traver Connecticut; E. A. Tupper Nova Scotia ; 8. Weld 
and W. Scott, Canada West. Valedictory address by P, 
Pineo, M.D. The speaker was listened to with lively mte- 



WEKXLT RSPOKT OF DIATBS M THI QITr ADD OOfMTT OP 
TRU Iha Tth dlr or 'dIt to tba Itth d*r <■' JbIt. UM 

Men, 77; women, 85; boys, 149; girls, 131. Total, 442. 
Adults, 162 ; youths, 7 ; children, 273. Males, 226 ; female^ 
216. Coined persona, 6. Increase over previons 
week, II; corresponding week of 1858, 553; aecreaae, 
111. Corresponding week of 1869, 597; decrease, 156l 
Of these, 227 were reported by the general names of 
acute diseases ; 145 chronic ; and 21 remlted from violent 
causes. 218 infants died under two years of age. Among 
the causes of death this week ; From apoplexy, 10 ; con- 
gestion of brain, 9; cholera, 2; cholera infantum, 52 
cholera morbus, 5 ; infantile convulsions, 60 ; cronp, 4 . 
diphtherite, 3 ; diarrhcea, 17; dysentery, 6; scarlet lever, 
19 ; inflammation of bowels, 12, of brain, 11, of lungs, 15; 
measles, 2; smaU-pox, 5; consumption, 53; dropsy of the 
brain, 17 j marasmus, 24. The following is an attempt at a 
classification, vii. : Brun and nervous system, 106 ; Beni- 
ratoiy, 93 ; and Digestive, 143 ; Eruptive fevers, 26. Puuic 
Institutions, 61, viz. : Aims-House, 9 ; Bellevue, 19 ; City 
Hospital, 7 : Island Hospital, B. L, 3 ; Lunatic Asylum, 4 ; 
St. Vincents HoffHtal, 4; Ward's Island, 11. 
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Rsmarxs. — 8tL Fine day, with light winds. 9tb. 
Shower at 6 a-U., morning damp. 10th. Fine day, wind 
fresh, A.if. 11th. Sunrise obscureo, morning overcast, after* 
noon variable wind lighL 12th. Wind fresh a.m., day 
clear. 13li). Meaning dear, shower at 3i p.m., evening 
dear. 14th. Sky buy in the morning, weather fine afl 

DEATHS. 

West— At Savannah, Ga., CnAitLn W. West, M.D., 
Protl of Chemistry in the Savannah Medical College. 

Brodbicc. — On June 22d, at Dayton, 0., Conras Brop- 
bedc, M.D., aged 60. 

Wsnniu.— On July 11, at Brooklyn, Matbew WnfoAU, 
U.D., lata Health Officer of that dty. 
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iCiTT HoariTAt, Busbt, Dr. Wilia, Iwir-nH 1 r. 
BnUTOi, ObaMolei, Dr. SUM, lwlir-|Hiit 1 p.m. 



JolrK 



SBBJMWm. H*dldlM, Dc ThOB*^ kitf-Hatt rM. 
Cm HgwiTAL, Swnn', Dr. Pukv, lidf-put 1 p.a. 
EtS InnanAar. DIhuh oT Eu, 1* ■. 
Orm-nAUm H«prai, Dn. BM|it 
IEiB InnBCAai, OpentloM 11 h. 
Citt UatniAU MhUbIim, Dr. Bnlkiar, LUf.paM 1 P.M. 
BlLL>TD^ BnrceiT. Dr. Bajn, bait-put 1 r.H. 
iOrwrmujtn Hoanru. Dn. SttfihaiitaB & GmldL 1 r 
Cm UtMmu. BaiiBT, Dr. Wataon. btit-Bm* 1 f a. 
BuuTDi^ UedlolB^ Dr. Leooii, tolf-putl f.m. 
< Crrr Hoamil, Bmnrr, Dr. Pnkir, halT-Dut 1 r^m. 
j EnlimuuT, Dlicuca<irBTe,l>H. 

iBnuTtm, BargtTT, Dr. (Aoni, balf-put I p.m. 
OmTBALma HwmL, Da. SUfbHiwa * «artA, 1 p 
Cm H«riTAi, Msdldjj DrBolUw, bUf^itrjjt 
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Original fttkxts, 

CLINICAL LECTURE ON 
"PERINEAL SECTION" AND STME'S OPERA- 
TION OP EXTERNAL UKETHROTOMY. 

raUTSBED AT THB HBW TCttK HOBPITAL 

BY THOUAS M. UARKOE, H.D., 

(fl mW iw r ii t jVom pan* SI.) 



As for the appreciation, as it 
this operation, it must be evidi 
or failure of it depends ao much upon the condition of the 
patient for which the operatjoa becomes necessary, Ihat the 
dangers of the operation itself can hiirdi; be separated from 
those of thfl disease for which it is perfbrmed. Being a 
last and only resource for a desperate condition of things^ 
ire cannot select our cases, nor prepare them for operation. 
Accordingly we find, I am sony to acknowledge, a good 
many of ihose operated on die, from infittratiou of uiine, 
peritonitis, hemorrhage, or pyemia, or other coosequeaces 
either of we operation or of the disease for which it was 
performed. Besides those who die, there are also a certain 
number, in which the result is for various reasons unsatis- 
foctory. The cicatrix of theatricture is as contractile or as 
irritable as before, and the patjeat not being willing or able 
la be under constant sui^ical care, soon gets into a 
condition no better than before, except that the perineal 
fistulfe left aCler the operadon, are more direct and ready 
outlets for the urine than those caused by the original 
disease. A much larger' proportion, however, and 1 only 
regret that I have no reliable statistics to refer to, are 
entirely cured by this operation; and the stricture, with 
ordinary care and atlcntioo, remains pei^aneotly dilated, 
while the Sstuke in perineo eraduaJly contract and heal 
entirtly. This I ihiolc lo be lie result of much the Urger 
number of all the caaes operated on by the f>enneiil section, 
in this institution, and I think we may regard it as a very 
aatisiactory eihibit of an operation, whith is not one of 
complaisance, but one of necessity in desperate circumstan- 
cea, that the proportion of deaths IS comparatively small, and 
that in the larger number of cases the patients are entirely 
and permanenUy cured by it. 

Having studied the history of, and the indications for, as 
well as the sIcm of the operation of " perineal section ; " 
let me now ask your attention to a similar sketch of the 
operation of external urethrotomy as prnctised by Mr, Syme. 
In the year 1844 Mr. Syme tirst introduced to the notice of 
the profession, an idea of his own, which was, that certain 
cases of stricture, even though tliey might be permeable lo 
instruments, were better treated by external incision than in 
any other way. Previous to this, it had long remained a 
C&non of surgery, that when any instrument, however small, 
could be parsed into the bladder, the cure of the stric- 
ture could be effected bv dilatation, and that cutting open 
the canal was not to be thought of. Mr. Syme, while 
acknowledging tbe general soundness of this surgical law, 
ftQQOunoed that there were some exceptional cases, which 
could not be cured in any oilier way than by eiienial inci- 
sion of the strictured parts, and aa he has made good his 
point, and the operation baa become an approveaand -- 
established ou^ it has received his name and is comn 
spoken of as "Syme's operation." In bringing on 
ideas on this subject Mr. SVme contended, that there f 
no strictures, through which a drop of urine could How 
into which, by time, and care, and pati 
might not be made finally to pass. This sUtemeiit, as first 
announ(»d, was not sufBciently guarded and defined, and It 
was received with great hesilatioo and disapprobation and 
« raat amount of abuse was he^ied upon tbe head of the 
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Edinburgh professor, simply for having promulgated too 
strongly, and too unguardedly, what lime and a more care- 
fully studied experience has Ehown to be a somid and vahi- 
able surgical principle. It is generally conceded, then, that 
in a vety great proportion of cases, ercn of the closest stric- 
ture, a small instrument can be passed by proper manage- 
ment, and it is to certain of these cases that Ur. Syme 
recommended hia operation as appKcable. You will see by 
the table given above that there are four classes of cases 
which are deemed to indicate and to require for their cure 
Syme's operation. Of these we have first, 

1. Contractile tlricture. — Theseare caaeswhich everysur- 
geon occasionally encounters, and which are a source of vast 
trouble and disappointment to tbe patient They are cha- 
racterized as a class, by yielding tolerably readily to dilata- 
tion, which may sometimes be carried up to the admission 
of the largest instruments, but as soon as dilatation is laid 
aside, the stricture contracts, and if a few days are allowed to 
pass without the introduction of an instrument, all that has 
been gained is lost. You know that there is in all old stric- 
tures a tendency to contract; this tendency is much exag- 
gerated in these cases of which I am speaking ; so much so 
uat both surgeon and patient finally become wenry of a 
process which does not carry them beyond a certain point, 
and of which, only to maintain that point, there seems to 
be no end. It was to a case of this kind^ that, after having ' 
become wearied out with months of fruitless dilatation, Mr. 
Syme Grst applied his operation. He divided the contrac- 
tile ring of uiia stricture, and had the satisfaction to find 
thatas the parts healed, the contractility was gone, and the 

Ktient was cured. Since that first case, the operation has 
en repeated by himself and many others, and has now 
indeed been employed in a number of cases sufficient to show 
conclusively that it is an immense addition to onr power of 
relieving this troublesome and intractable form of stricture, 
of which, in many cases, it is the only remedy. 

2d. An Irritable VreOtra is sometimes a serious embar- 
rassment in the treatment of stricture by dilatation. Where 
this condition obtains we find that every introduction of the 
instrument is the source of immense pain and distress, ths 
patient sometimes faints as it posses, or, more ollen, suffers 
BO severely, that all his fortitude will not enable him to keep' 
fh>m shriniiing away from the operation, ofTen so as to 
defeat it entirely. Still more, in these caaes of irritabls 
urethra, the trouble is not connned to the moment of pass* 
ing an instrument A rigor, followed by fever, frequently 
foUowB each introduction of the bougie, which, though it U 
ephemeral in ita duration, is nevertheless, by itH repetition, 
a source of serious impairment of the health. The treatment 
of such a stricture by the oft-repeated process of dilatation 
must necessarily be unsatisfactory in the extreme, and to 
this class of oases Mr. Syme's operation is eminently Buit- 

3d. Etlennve striOure. — If a considerable length of tlw 
canal be involved in contraction, it becomea difficnlt to 
bring inslrmnenta to bear properly on the whole length of 
the ring, and even when dictation is effected, these strio- 
tares, from the very extant of the parts implicated, aro 
more liable to contract, and more difficult to be kept free by 
the occasional use of an instrument than when s shorter 
portion of tbe urethra is involved. It is a condition gene- 
rally associated with great thickening of the tissues ronnil 
the stricture, and is most oommooly found in cases of Jong 
standing, that have been Butgected to a great deal of treaU 
meet, t«!rhaps not aU of the wisest kind. To many of theae 
the inciwon vrill prove a perfect remedy. 

4(k. TratanafU .(rictuM.— Tou are fiiDy aware, by ™«. 
observation of the cases treated here, that as %B«n^ *™R 
we find mors difficulty in the managwnent of =^^^"* 
a traumatic origin, than in those which are ^'^-^^^^^ 
of gonorrhoea. A man who receives a kick injbe 
or falls astride of a board, is very 



o find blood tricklinjj 
few i^omenli after the injury, indicating 
tew "'<""™'^^^b^8 has taken plac«_ 
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tlie whole calibre of the oaoal be iiiToIved in the injury, tou 
haMt, in tlie first place, a formidable accident to d^ with in 
ita immediate results of retention, extravasation, etc., and 
in llie aeooitd place, one which, however akilfullj jou man- 

Sit, is almost cwtain to be followed by a contraction of 
cicatrix of the iqured part, which leads to a stricture. 
How if there have been any consnderable loss of subataaoe 
at Hie injured spot, either Trom tlie original injury or by 
ulceration following it, then the stricture will become very 
close, will be exceedingly intractable to treatment by dila- 
tation, and vrill manifest an obstinate disposition to return 
aa Kxm aa ti«atmeiit is laid aside. This class of caaes, bj 
reason of their obstinacy and intractabili^, will afford many 
examples whirfi can only be permanently cured by external 
urethrotomy, and as booq as their evil disposition bos been 
iaiily proved, it is good surgery not to delay the operation. 
The operaUon itself consists in two porta, one of^ which ia 
pr^orative to the other. The preparation consists in getting 
the stricture so far dilated that it will receive the instrument, 
by which the incisions are to be guided into the canal, and 
this part of the treatment ia often the most tedious, and in 
one sense the most important. I have already fully ex- 
pressed my views to you about the permeabihty of stric- 
ture^ and 1 hope you are fully impressed by the conviction, 
that by tact, care, and peiseverance, an instrument can 
almost alwavs finally be got through. Be your views how- 
ever what they may, if you propose to perform the opera- 
tion we are studying, you must hnt secure the passage of 
• guide or you are reduced to the necessity of the " perineal 
■ection," and I, hope to show you that the superiority of 
Syme'a operation over the "perineal section " is so great 
and soesseatial, that you will rightly appreciate the import- 
ance of this preliminary process, and cultivate carefully liie 
■loll and deiterity which will enable you to succeed, wher- 
ever Bucoeag is possible. Having succeeded in your prepa- 
rative treatment, the first step m the operation proper ia 
the introduction of the guide. I here show you the instru- 
ment contrived by Mr. ^yme for this purpcne. It consista 
of a full-aiied grooved staff similar to the ordinary lithotomy 
ataff^ excepting at itaextrcmity. Here you see that the end 
of the instrument, instead of tcmuuating in a rounded blunt 
end, has a prolongation of about an inch, which prolonga- 
tion is itself a grooved staff of a much smaller caUbre than 
the body of the instrument, the groove of the larger and the 
amaller portions being continuous. This inatrument is in- 
troduced, and carried down to the stricture, which has pre- 
viously been dilated so aa to receive the small end of the 
staff within its ring. Of course the larger portion of the 
ataff will not pass mto the stricture, so that you have, when 
the instrument ia properly in place, the small grooved por- 
tion l^ing in the stricture, while the large grooved portion 
occi^iiee the urethra in front of the stricture, with this 
•mooth rounded shoulder pressed against the anterior face 
of the constriction. This beiiu; fairly accomplished the 
leat of the operation is extreme^ aimple and easy. With 
the finger on the integument of the perineum, we can feel 
exactly the position of the shoulder of the staff, and there- 
ibre of the stricture against which we know that it presses, 
and our incisions can t« made directly upon the constriction. 
It is generally beat to open (he urethra a few lines in front 
of the stricture, and then passing a fine knife into the groove 
of the staff, carry back the dissection so iar as entirely to 
divide the constricted ring, and, iu order to make all sure, 
Mr. Syme advises to go a little beyond the stricture, tioth 
before and behind, cuttine a few lines of healthy tissue, 
rather than leaving any ot the stricture tissue undivided. 
You can easily see, that this procedure involves very little 
more than the cuttmg of the stricture and its coverings, the 
deep and tedious dissection of the " perineal seclion " being 
avoidc(L the deep perineal fascia being but slightly involvec^ 
even where the stricture is al tlie poateriur part of (he 
membranous portion of tlie urethra, and where it is further 
fbrward not being touched at alL The incisions being com- 
pleted, a full-gized instrument is passed along the whole 
ooune of the uretJu^ intQ tt|e bidder and secured in the 



same manner aa afler the perineal section. In the t 
treatment of the case, the principal ihiog to be cared ft 

to cause thewound in i . . . . ■ r. 

not by first intention. 

ded urethra shall be closed by the depoaitio: 
in the sh^ie of a cicatrix, which new matter, by b«ng kept 
dilated by the occasional introduction of a large instnunenl, 
soon hwei its tendency t« contzact and the cahbre of the 
canal ia entirely restored. Mr. 8yme insiats very strongly 
on this point of after treatment, and details many cases cor^ 
roboratire of the correctnees of its pathological expUnation. 
One in particular be mentions, of a nun on whom he oper- 
ated, and who recovered so well as not to require the in- 
troduction of an instrument af\er be left his care. The 
patient lived several year^ following the occupation of a 
wrecker on the coast of Scotland, and when he died Mr. 
Syme was so fortunate as to have an opportunity rfdiaaect- 
iiig the parts. He found the urethra at the point of opera- 
tion ratlier lai^r in dinmeter than at any point in front or 
behind, oad tJus although no inBlrument had for years been 
introduced. The, instrument, after this operation, need not 
as a general rule remain iu longer than forty-^ight hours. 
It may then be removed .ind occasionally introduced during 
the healing of the perineal wound. The sides of this wound, 
pursuance of the idea above suggested, must be occasion- 



olly separated by the introduction of a probe to pre' 
immediate union of the gmni)lationa. Very BOixi alter 



the 
al of tlie inslniment the patient may be allowed to 
leave his bed, and in favorable cases, in a fortnight or three 
weeks, he will be well enough to be abont his affairs. 

In the appreciation of tliia operation, wc have the assist- 
ance of statistics, which if not founded on a verj^ large num- 
ber of cases, embrace a sufficient number to be in the main 
reliable Out of two hundred and nineteen cases collected by 
Mr. Henry Thompson, the mortality was only fourteen ; and 
of these four were complicated with serious organic disease of 
the kidney. If these cases, in which the death was not due 
directly to the operation, be deducted, we have a mortality 
ofaUtUe leas than six per cent.; opercentage of death which, 
when we consider ttwt many, if not most, were ho-spital 
cases, will compare favorably with any of tne moat trivial 
Ofterations that ore ordinarily performed. 

I have thus possed rapialy in review the principal fea- 
tures of these two important operations. 1x1 have suo- 
ceeded in making my remarks intelligible, I think you will 
be able yourselves to compare them in their main pointa 
of controst and resemblance, and my most prcminent object 
will be answered if I have enabled you more clearly \a 
understand the numerous operations for stricture, which, 
during the past few months, you have witnessed in this 



principles. 



Hb must be short-sighted indeed who con M\ to see 
that sailors occupy a position of infiuence and importance 
in the world, which is possessed by no other class of equal 
number — and he must be indifferent to the general diffusion 
of Christian civilization who can regard them with uncon- 
Tbeir wandering life is little fitted to foster virtuous 
'-- They usually exile themselvaa from home in- 
1 comparatively early age. Vice, painted in ita 
glaring hues, meets them at every step on shore — 
and thousands of both sexes lie in wtut to plunder and cor- 
rupt them. It ia estimated that there are about 200 board- 
ing houses kept ezcluMvely for seamen in the ciW of New 
York; about 30 of which are, besides, houses of prostitu- 
tion, and in ail of which, save, about 12 or 15, liquor is 
sold. The annual arrivals of seamen in this port are sup- 
posed to amount to about 200,000: This vast army of 
men, composed very largely of foreigners, has in it a very 
small — though increasing number of truly pious men. The 

Seat majority, especinlly of the young, fall an easy prey to 
e wiles of the "Land Sharks" of both sexes, who waylay 
them at every turn, and live and grow fat off the vices of 
their victims. — Pr. ifaJatCt Annual It^ort of Seaman' $ 
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Original Commttnira&ms. 

EEPOET OP THB CASES OF 
FRACTURfi OCCURRING IN PRIVATE PRAC- 
TICE, 

WTTH <>B8BRTAnOHg UPOR TBUnCBHT. 

BT DATID P. SMITH, AM. M.D. 



Cam* 6 and 7. — Simple fhtctnre of tibU that occurred 
without any udubiu] ayuiptoiiia. 

Sbtck Ciau Of Fkaotdbi or Tibia iMo Fmuu. 

Owe 1.— June 12, 1854. I enr , who UAi me that 

he had broken bolh bones of one leg a fortnight prenoiulj. 
I remoTed (he dreeaing then upon it and placed it in a 
Soodwio'fl carved eplinl; the next day he had a serere 
epileptic fit, in the couree of which he tore his limb from 
the splint and drew it up under him. On inquifr it wta 
found that he was aubject to epQeptic fits, which left him 
qnile delirious for some time after their occurrence. I made 
strong citenMon and counter-eitension, and pressing the 
bones into their places applied a copper half-boot on the 
outaideof thelimb, with a pasteboard on the inside, binding 
them on firmly with a roller bandage. Very soon after this 
he had a serere attack of measles, but notwithstanding these 
mish^w the bones were firmly united at the end of three 
weeks, there remaining no trace of deformity. 

CoK 2.— Sept. 30, 1857. Saw J. M , who, four or 

five weeks previously, suffered fracture of both tibia and 
fibula; there appeared to be little or no union, and some 
overl^ping or rather lateral displacement of the bones. 
With the concurrence of Dra, Rice and Eibbe, I applied 
Jar»ia'B adjuster. . At my next Tiat, October Tth, there did 
not appear to have been any benefit derived from its appli- 
cation. It had broken up what little union had taken place, 
and BtiD complete apprOTimation of the ends of the bones 
could not be obt«ned. Dr. Rice sucgested, what proved to 
be correct, that a small fi-agment of bone between the end* 
prevented their approximation. The limb was now placed 
opon Goodwin's splint, and Jarvis's adjuster continued. 
Great swellinK followed the roplication of the counter- 
extending band, and necessitated its removal Cnion slowly 
took place. At the end of about sixteen weeks from the 
occurrence of the fracture I bonnd upon it a copper half- 
boot, and direct«d him to move about on crutches. Union 
bec^ne firm at the end of eighteen weeks. 

Coae 3.— Sept 9, 1855. A boy, about mx years old, 
broke both tibia and fibula by getting bis hmb into the 
^>okes of a wheel in rapid motion. U did very well and 
nnited without defi>rmity. It was treated upon Welch's 
and Seymour's double inclined plane. 

C«e 4— 29th Sept. 1855. M. M. Chandler recdved a 
ecmponnd and comminuted fracture of tibia and fibula about 
three inches above the uicle, complicated with ample 
fracture of tibia near the knee ; the ancle joint was laid 
open b^ a gash extending across the whole inner side ; the 
laceration and bruises were so great that hemorrhage con- 
tinued for three days; one half of the integument on the 
outer and inner face of tibia slou^ed, as also the whole 
mtegument and ceflular tissue of the h^ of the foot. 1^ 
Hmb was placed, immediately after the accident, in the swing 
Iplint invented by ProE N. R Smith, of Baltimore The 
RJgea of the contused wounds were looeely approximated, 
a wuida^e appUed from the toes up so as to moderate the 
hcmorrha^je, and arraofrements were made so thai, a stream 
of cold water was kept continually trickling down upon the 
linib; opium was given in doses sufficient to allay all ini- 
tation. For a week ^iBKie was doubts ; alargeandex- 



tremely fetid abscess formed in the sole of the foot; gan- 
grene seemed impending, and it was only by tbe most assi- 
dnouB care that 1 was enabled to prevent its acccM; the 
discbarge was very great for two months, and necessitated 
a renewal of the dr^ngs two or three times daily. Km 
limb was so nearly deprived of all vitality that the heel suf- 
fered greatly, and neoesettated frequent modifications of the 
^iparatus; at the end of that time, six months, he reco- 
vered a perfectly serviceable limb. Small pieces of bone 
were from time to time discharged, but at the end of eigfit 
months nothing remained to mar the beauty of the cnrv 
bat the att«nuation and stiflbess of the muscles, which daily 
grew less and less. 

due 6.— Nov. 19th, 1857. Mr. , in a fit of ddirinm, 

at the commencement of the second wedc of typhu fever, 
at about 6 o'clock, a.k., threw himself from a third stmj 
window upon a brick pavement, fiwsturing Uie left tiUa 
transversely just above the ancle, and the rij^t tibia And 
fibula obliquely at the Junction of the middle end lowor 
thirds. There was no displacement in the left timb, bat 
powerful extension was required to reduce the ftvctniee in 
the right limb. This being accoroidished a copper batf-boot 
sf^nt was applied to the outside and a wooden sprmt to the 
inside both being well padded. The deliriom, of whid) 
there bad been no symptoms till an hour or two before tltf 
accident, subsided soon after. There were slirfit retnms of 
it at about the same time tbe next morning, and it continued 
to recur daily, and with increased severity till the 26th, 
when it beceme impossible to keep the Kmbs sliD. The 
dreesinga became loose, and there was constant motion of 
the fragments of the right limb upon eadi other. The 
qtlints and drcMings being re-applied a kind of cradle wag 
arranged to receive the limb, and suspended from the ceil- 
ing by four cords in such a muiner as to aDow of flexion 
and extension of the knee joint without displacement of ihe 
fractures; bnt was not sufBcieot to keep them in position 
as the patient turned from dde to side. To obviate this 
difficulty a cord waa passed otot a pnlley at the ceQing, to 
each end of which another pnlley was attadied, over wm<i) 
two other cords were [wssed, the ends of which were 
attached to each extremity of the cradle on both ndea. 
This contrivance answered the purpose perfrctly. Kot- 
withstandmg the constant and exten^ve motions of the 
limb in all ways but little pain was experienced apparently, 
and the fragments of the bones were never found msplaced. 
For a day or two previous to his death the delirium was 
aknoet constant, the patient often tnming from side to side 
in bed and drawing up and extending the limb with great 
quickness and force. Death took place on the Slst On 
poetr^bit examinstion there was no evidenoe of undue 
action about the fractures, which must hare hastened, if 
tfa^ did not dedde, the &tal event." 

Cofsft— Dec. 20,1858. Mr. C broke tibia and fibula 

by a feu on the ioe. The fi-aeture was at the juncture of 
the middle and lower thirds, and required great force to 
reduce it. A co[n>er half-boot on the outside and a wooden 
splint on the inside of the hmb kept the bones perfectly ia 
pla^. Union occurred in about twrfve we^». 

Gam 7. — Simple fractore of both bones; thongfa mudi 
displaced and resiBling mamial force, was finally perfect ly 
reduced by the uae of tbe toamiquet as afterwards ex- 
pluned. He was tnmrierred from my can to a boepibd 
and ttoia thence to the ttos-faooee. When I last heud 
from him tbe bones had not united, probably in cons» 
qoence of his intemperate habtts. 

Six Cask or Fsaotubx of the FiKn.a. 

Cam 1 was a complete (tacture of lower end of fibula. 

Cam 2.— 22d May, 1858. Mr. C , aKgbting from his 

wagon, by a misstep fractured the fibula about fonr inches 
above the ancle, and dislocated the foot outwards; the 
internal malleolus projecting throujjh the skin to a consi- 
derable extent. The dislocation was easily reduced, ai 
■hbou^ be w» a tipfder, and snt^ect b 
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trouble was experienced in the after treatment. A ceppet 
balT-boot wag kept applied until Jul; 10th. 

Cat* 3 and 4 were oasea of eimple fracture of fibula 
nquiring no comment. 

Cote 5. — Oct. 26, 1858. Mr. T was thrown from bis 

wagon, and fraotured the fibula and internal malleolus, and 
alao received a verj severe laceratioa of the scalp, which 
was not only torn open for about eight inehes, but also 
■cn^Md from nearly all of one parietal bone. I brought the 
edges of the wound together with siker sutures, dressed 
the fraotured limb with side splinu, and took him imme- 
diatelj home. Forty-four hours afterwards found him very 
comfortable, complaining of nothing, and wound of scalp 
onitang by first intention. He was carefully attended by 
the Beighboriug physiciao, Dr. Hamilt^in, and aft«i about 
ten days' severe iUness rapidly convalesced. 

Gait R. — Simple fracture of fibula requirioK no note. 

QttMral Remariu on Ow foregoing Caaa. — 1%e self-evident 
principles tliat should be kept in mind during the treatment 
«f any a nd all fractures ara — 

1. Whea the principal bone of a limb is broken apply 
externally wparatue that shall, Uice the shell of the cnis- 
taoea, afford ezteraal supfiort without impairing the func- 
tions or seriously ioooDveniencuig the tissues of the limb. 

2. When extension and coujiter-ex tension are required 
keep the hoib at its normal length by the friction of, as 
targe as poeeible, parallel surfaces, and not by a dead push 
perpendicular tj) the skiDscdunderiving tissues. In fact the 
only parts of the human body that are physiologically 
capable of such preasure are the tuberositjes of the ischia, 
and the soles ot the feet We sll know how beautifully 
Ur. Syme has taken advantage of this property of the 
sole. 

3. The limb should be so situated as to aSbrd every 
iacality to the surveon for examining the seat of frscUue 
without the least danger of disturbing the uniting sur&ces. 

4. In order to preaerve perfect immobility of fractured 
BBrfacee the splints should not be very heavy, neither im- 
movably fastened, but shodd be free to move with the 
rest of (he body ; so that, even in the wildest delirium, the 
fr^ments will not suffer displocemeDt. 

£ The fractured hmb should be so di^fioeed of, that there 
mty be as little interference as possible with the healthy 
peiformaoBe of all the fiinclious of organic life. 

6> When the fracture is properly adjusted there should 
be as little need as poasible of readjustment. 

The treatment of fractures of the thigh will first claim 
our attention. Fracture apparatus has, for a long time, 
olairaed much of my attention ; I have expended a eooa 
deal of money in the purchase of various ephnta, and have 
used them witb many modificatioos of my own ; yet for 
the last few years I have felt very sensibly the want of an 
•fBcient th^ splint. BTery su^^estion trotn books, and 
every practical leason from the cases under treatment have 
been carefully heeded It has appeared to me important 
that more care should be exercised in the adaptation of 
flints bo the surfu* of the body ; that the best material for 
a given purpose ehould be caremlly sought for, and no part 
of the oeoeseary detail of B<ljiistmeat hastily passed over. 
So sooall a matt«r even as the deciding what is the best 
material for pads has tsken some time and a good many 
trials to decide its value. I have made free use of the 
labors of others in this department, and have appropriated 
whatever seemed meritorious wherever found. 

The results of ray study and experience have led roe to 
adopt the following dressings in all fractures of the shall of 
the femur: I retain the long splint of Desault, of a length 
aufScient to re«h frovt bdow the heel to the cfeat of the 
ilium ; the width of this sliould be four and a hnii inches 
throughout its whole length when used for an adult. My 
.smaller sizes are four and three and a half inches wide, the 
thickness should be one-half inch; it should be made of 
white pine so as to avoid great weight. A similar splint is 
placed upon the inside of the limb, reaching fivm beyond 
the heel to the perineutn, A wooden bar, one foot lon(t 



two inches broad, and one inch tliick, passes through the 
lower extremity of escli splint in a mortise that allows of 
free motiMi ; a stout iron rod is screwed on (o Ihe outer 
q)Unt just opposite the perineum, nndTising vertically f<w 
two inches slxive the splint, then bends, at a right anrie, 
and crosses the splint nMiiontallj; the inner end m it 
which will come ju?t above the perineum is intended for 
the point of sttsdunent in frcvtt oi the perineal bind. Tbe 
other end of the perineal band is allached to the outer sur- 
face of the long splint by means of a button or thumb-ecrevr, 
a httle lower tnon the upper extremity of it. so that it may 
exactly grasp the tuberosity of the isehium. 

After trials of various substances for pads, I find that 
clean wheat bran ftilSIs the requisites perfectly. ThA^ 
enclosed in bags of cloth, should be interposed between the 
sptints and the hmb. If there Is reason to believe that the 
perineal bsnd, which should be so placed as exaody ta tra- 
verse the tuberosity of the ischium, will gall, strips of adhe- 
sive plaster extending down the thigh, kept in place by the 
pressure of the bran pads, and attached to the upper end of 
each splint, might be used as auxiliaries to the counter 
extending band. A bell should be passed around the body 
just below the crest of the ilium, and snugly and firmly 
buckled, so that, if need be, it may furnish some counter 
extending force. I attach the head of the outer splint to 
this belt by means of a STiinll strap passing through two 
Iiutes in the splint. This str^ can be tightened or loosened 
to suit circumstances. The splints should be attached to 
the limb by means of the sling bandages used in the New 
York Hospital which, passing around the back and up the 
sides of the limb, an: reflected back upon the splints, and 
passing entirely around them are tied in front; thus (al- 
nishing an easy sling support for the back of the limb, as 
well as a bandage of application. My br«n pads are fifteen 
to eighteen inches long, four and a half inches broad, and 
two inches thick at one end, and tapering like a wedge to 
tlie otiier end. The material is called wheat skins bj mil- 
lers. When the sphnts are applied by a little manipulation 
the pads can be easily shaped so as to exactly Gil up any 
inequohties between the opposing surfaces. 

When a fracture of tlie femur occurs jiist below the tro- 
chanters or just above the condyles, we should approach the 
case without prejudice in favor of a strugbt or Qexed pooi- 
lion; and gmtly, to at to avoid ipcum, endeavor, by mani- 
pulation, and moving the limb, to ascertain in what position 
the fragments will be most inclined to he in apposition. 
Fortunately Dr. S. H. Skinner's double -inclined plane splint, 
furnishes us with the means of availing ourselves of the 



have before intimated, by raising the foot of the Ded three 
or four inches, and attaching weights to the foot of the 
splints by a cord passing over a pulley, Wb can relieve, to a 



very great degree, the perineum from any galling. In this 
mode of dressing also the si ' 
ith impunity. 



sitting posture can be indulged ii 



This method of dressing does not involve the substitution 
of one plan for another, but coniprises the effectual modifica- 
tions, simplifyings,Bnd auxiliaries that Ihave been describing. 
all brought into harmonious concerL My set of ten outer and 
ten inner splints, varying in length and breadth, so as to suit 
any age or size, oU with Uie same size of mortise can be made 
by any one, and costs but very little. Three or four of them 
can be carried anywhere with ease, and ore infinitely supe- 
rior, in all points of view, to fcose heavy oak and iron abo- 
minations, with screws and crutch-heads, that every surgeon 
scema to think it his express duty to invent. It is ^ more 
economical to expend one dollar for a doaen pine strips 
varying in length from three to four and a half feeL and in 
width from three and a half to four and a half inches ; all 
one-half inch thick, and ail witli anger holes at one extre- 
mity and one uniform oblong square hole at the other for 
the same crossbar — than it is to spend five, or ten, or even, 
as we now have (he opportunity, forty dollars, for a splint, 
the sole advantage of which is tha^bnliitninaaHtfew; here 
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or thwe, or toochiD^ some complic«ted eprhig arrangemeat 
at this or that end, it can, mirabSe dietu, be lengthened to 
auit the ease. Country practidonera have jet to leam that 
it is ju*t as convement to curj & dozen liglit pine strips as 
it ia one hear; oak and iron machine. A width of splint 
sufficient to prevent any circutat- cooUriction, and BufBoient 
at the same time to preveat inTersion or eTeraioD of the 
foot, ia also highly Lmportant. Tlua appena tA have been 
almost entirelr overiooked, and I have seen several draW' 
ings where the long splint is represented as being very 
uatTOw, as if to give room for the introdoclion of a hishly 
ingenious and complicated foot-pieoe. A usefbl appendage 
to m^ set of splints would be two or three iron brsckete, so 
that, in case of a compound fracture, they ooold supply the 
place of the aplint diiectly over the wvand, and allow it to 
be readily reached. 

When dresaiug a linib in this manner I should proceed 
thus: — 

1st. Draw under the limb eight or ten strips of strong 
muslin bandage seven feet long, arranged at equal distances 
from each other the whole length of the hmb. 

2d. Cut a strip of adhesive plaster one and a half inches, 
broad, and long enoagh to reach from the knee around onder 
the sole and up to the knee again, leaving an inch loop 
below the sole. To the middle of this strip, upon its plaster 
aur&ce, apply a wider strip, plaster to plaster, so that the 
strip may not adhere to the ancle or foot at all, but only to 
the teg. Thus, care&lly bandaging the foot and anole, 
^>pty the plaster strip on both sides of the limb under the 
bandage, taking care that the two sidea are perfectty 
parallel. Place in the loop a bit of wood one and a baa 
inches broad, and long enough to take off all pressure upon 
the snde. The oroes-bar of the splint ahouul come about 
four inches below this. 

3d. Apply to the limb from the pointoffraotnre upwards 
to the penneum on one side, and to the troofasnter major on 
the other, adhemve stripe tfarae inches broad, with ends long 
enough to tie through auger-holea in the heads of the two 
aplintft These are kept in place by the prewore of the 
bran pads and not by a ro3er bandage. 

4th. After throwing the outer ends of tiie bandages 
across the front of the limb, out of the way, am^ an outer 
splint of length sufficient that ite mortise for toe croos-bar 
may be four inches below the loop of plaster and its upper- 
moet extremity just opposite the crest of the ilium. Apply 
carefully tfae brmn pads so as to fill up all inequalities. 

SIh. Apply the pelvis bell^ perineal band, and screw on 
the iron cross-bar ; also tie tightly, through the holes made 
for the puriMMe, the upper ends of the counter-extending 
adhesive strips. 

6tlt. After throwing the inner ends of the bandages across 
the front of the limb, apply the inner splint with its pads; 
tun throtigh thecrosa-bu', tie the upper ends of the oounler- 
•xtending slip on the inside of the thigh ; bndkle on the 
tourniquet. 

7th. Now make gradual eztenuon by the toumu|aet. 
AAer examining everything to make sure that the counter^ 
ext«naon is equally distributed, finish by drawing up the 
bandages so that the back of the limb may be properly sup- 
ported, niQecting their ends around back, outside (^ the 
splints, crossing them befaiiLd and tying tbem in front 

Splints can of course be applied to the back or front of 
the limb if required, but I thimc their utility is questionable. 

It has been claimed by some great though eccentric 
minds that extension and counter-extension are useless, and 
that there is not that danger of shortening, and impurment 
of fimction reaulting therefrom, that is generally believed, 
^tere are unquestionably transverse fractures tuat require 
no extension, and again fractures near and into joints, com- 
plicated with laceration and atraining of fibroustisBue, that 
will not bear, and would not be benefited by, extension. 
Thes^ however, are plunly exceptional cases. No one 
rate can be laid down apphdaUe to all cases. In the case 
of an oblique fracture of the tibia and fibula, volition may 
be con^ietient; if it is not, shall we be jusUfied in allowing 



the patient to recover with a shortened limb beoause Ute 
theory of some surgeons is that you cannot [sevent it? I 
think not 

Let us then view the limb aft«r the dreMDg upon this 
plati has been completed, and see what is its cotuUtion. 
The whole npper part of the limb is exposed to view, the 
wholeof the under part is easily reached bv the hand wMlr- 
ont any derangement of the dressings. Perfectly equaUe 
sidelong or transverse pressure is made upon the ridee of 
the Kmb, the parte most able to bear such preaeore, by the 
straight splints thrcmgh the intervention of^ the bran-padL 
If pressure falls too heavily uponanyprominent point, such 
as the condyles of the femur or the malleoli, a little mam- 

KtatioQ of the bran-pad will change its fana as desired. 
e adhesive Btn^w, kept in place by the pressure of the pads, 
furnish extension and countei^«z tendon by fHction of oppoB> 
ing Burfaoea of large extent, so that not only is all danger 
of excoriation but all constricting bandagee around the 
limb with their attendant disadvantages are avf^ed. I 
allude altogether to the bad effects prodnced by the tif^A- 
nees of a bandage usually ^phed around the upper part of 
the fractured licH) to form the j>»ml if appui fbr the counter- 
extending force; when emfJoyed with Jarvta's adjuster I 
have known it produce great infihiation and swelling of the 
hmb. As is well known, a bandage from tile toes upwaiklfl 
may tomttmnet be absolutely neoeesary to prewnt spasm of 
the musclee. It seems to me that ttnditit qtlints used afW 
this manner, with sait»ble pads to tnalBe equthle prMsupe, 
and adheeive strips to keep the Umb to its norms] length, 
are exactly simiW in their actioo to sptinta elabor«t(4y 
carved and precisely fitted ; in other words, that the adhe- 
Bve straps furnish all ihe extending f<:voe that would be fnt^ 
nished by the accnrat^ Bttiug siirfaoes of a splint carved 
to exactly the form of vtaX particular limb, and so perflsotly 
fitted as to adhere bv atmoepbmio pressure ; or again, that 
splints thus disposed ve as effeotual as the sheOs of ^e 
orustacea to preserve the Donnat Atot of the limb. There 
is another advantage pertaining to this apparsbis, wbiish is 
this. If it is desired to move the ^iats tma the rides of 
the limb it can be done by merely sliaiog them tipon the bar 
connecting their lower extremitiee whhoiU theshgbMM dan- 
ger of disturbing tfae A«cture. ^le extendingr fbnjee remain 
ttie same, and perfaot fsoilitj' of dT««ring any sore or bnilss 
is afforded to the enigeon. The briitaese of the whole wpfm- 
ratus adds great^ to the ease <x moving the patient, aAd 
contrasts favorably with the ponderooanes of many of (he 
machines like Jarvie's AiQuster, Jco., bis. 

The width of the splint, four to four and a half inebee, is 
according to the views of Hr. 6yme, who says that it is the 
moat effectual method of preventing everwon or invenion 
of the foot The ohes^wiss of the form <rf dreering I advio- 
cate on(^ not, 1 tbink, to be taken into consideration : fbr 
if oostly ^)parMus added anything to thu comfort of tfae 
patient, or fhmished any more security tar the flitare use- 
inlness of the bmb, I sooidd deem it my duty to proenn 
them. But I have found them wanting, and I now Mieve, 
as I have before rtated, that error in the origmatoonoeptkiB 
is the cause of the oomi^lcation of detail in all fraeture 
macatns. 

The adhesive plaster con eltiwT be need la the fbrm of 
Str^s, as already deecribed,«rite*o be wound like a band- 
age around tfae s^iat and pad, so as to present aa adhesive 
suifoce wherever die pad end limb touch. A deth qiread 
over tfae outer sn&ce of the spltnta wootd prevent adbMlon 
to the bedelothM. This method I have nOMed in ttta- 
toreaoftbeuppOTeztnaiitywltfagTeMbeDeBt Imbeoase 
of a child, or of any persim where greM reetleesness was to 
be feared, I sfaotdd be nidmed, after ednifai^ the spttets 
and pads earefiilly to the ineqoalitiee of tfae hmb, to wn^ 
about then adbesve plieter, with the e ifce ri ve eur&oe next 
(he hmb. 9Uu would fnmah very perfbet exieneiea and 
oouuter-extenaian by fKotion of opporing ^Jj^**, ^ 
ooorae a little cotton doth wooM prevent "^^^^ ™ "»• 



plaster to the bedolothee. T» prevent f 7.«S?r*W"» <* 
(he heel ftwita own weight, it vroi** bewrtltopboe^ 
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w«dge-ih»ped pad, fiUed with ataA or bna, nader the oalf 
extending to iuat aboTO tite heeL If we ba*« reason to 
«xpoct much (hscharge or bleoding I Bhoutd wrap all the 
padding in oited nlk. 

Tbe aMMratna now pfeaentod ia capable of musj modi- 
&atiena by which it may be made to aoit the exigencies of 
aay eaae. For tni>taace, IsL The inner splint mar be made 
of unoilad sol»4eaIher or gutta perdu, fcnuied like the 
wooden one, onlj one and a half indies broader. Thecroas- 
bar with the toumiqaet being made to net whoUj in the 
mortiae of the outer aplint the inner splint, whether of 
gutta MTcha, leath^, or felt, can be most tfaorougfaij 
adapted to all the iitequalities of the limb, and then allowed 
to bardea aa bard as a board, befwo being uaed as a means 
of exteuaon. 2d. After ouahiouin^ the upper extremity 
of the inner splint with aa maoj thicbnesaee as need be of 
laand, and placing the croaH-bar only m it« mortise, form- 
ing thereby an exact copy of Sir Astley Cooper's thi^ 
■punt, we can also adapt perfectly an outer splint of dmilar 
material, and dow it plenty of time to harden before using 
it for extension. 3d. After dressing the limb witb its two 
side qilitits, we can ^)pl3' to the ildn of the anterior surface 
^ the tliigh and leg a piece cf «iM», percba three or four 
iwjhea wiile, reaching Smm the last rib to the end of the 
tMS. Thorough motatetUDg in hot water will render it so 
fiitbia that it wiU adapt itaelf very perfectly to the slightest 
Utequalitiea of snchce, and beoome an eicellwit anterior 
■pli&t; an invaluable resonrce in caae the side (plinta 
Moone irksome and cannot be borne. Sole-leather and 
ntta-percka splints apphed in this manner fumidi, prr/a^ 
fiUm§, stnwg and moexible sui^KfftB, or rather outside 
bow^^ahella, to the hmb, whioh may be worn for weeks by 
the aged aiid infirro, as I hate proved in actual practice, 
witbotrt even a disoolonag of the skin, much Lees exco- 
riation. It needs no argument to oonvinoe any one of their 
Tahie. If the oeunter-extemJmg force should fiet the pa- 
tient it wonld be well to rwse Uie foot of the bed four to 
•tx inches, aod, removine the tourniquet, attach a weight 
ef from (wo t« sue pounc^ to the adlKsive stripe by mesm 
«f a oord passed over s pulley in the foot-board The bead 
and ahouIdeiB might be raised by pillowe to any height 
required for comfort. In this way very powerful extension 
can be made without Miy preesore on the perineum. In- 
asmach aa the adhesive strifie render extension easy to be 
bonie, Mid, on the contrary, counter-extending force is still, 
with all OHr improvements, borne with the moat difficulty; 
I would advise, in all case* of very oblique iaotars, raising 
(be foot of (be bed an inch or two, and the attaching a 
to \kit fim-bar c^ titM tplini M ta ouxiliaTy /one. 

SNtperienoe in fractures of (he bones of the 1^ has 
me that, while no one treatment is suited to all 
eases, there area few prooednrea still advooated and taught 
that should be avoided if poesibleL Isay ifptMohU, because 
(he difficulries of ac^uatment may compel us to choou be- 
(wera certain deformity or hazardous expedients. Thus, 
Jarvis's adjuster, of great service in case eight, was of none 
in case sixteen. The ulcer on the heel oocurring in case 
ten. was to be attributed more to the feeble vitaUty of the 
'* b than to the pressure of the splint; still the leg mi^t 
' — " ■ - - "s Bde after the si 



have done a Utile better o: 



detached. I thinly the creat care and many visita'rcquired 
by case fourtetu would have been matevioUy diminished 
had the limb been strung up with tlie heel a little higher 
than the knee— an approiimalion to the position given m a 
cane of fracture of the fotdla by Prctf. Hamilton in his ex- 
cellent work on fractures—end, after raising Iba foot of the 
bed fimr or five ioebeS) attsMdiing to the spunt a weight by 
means of a cord paeaiiw over a pulley at the foot of the bed, 
ae ^aced aa (o make the line of traction in a line with the 
lihiik In this maiuw we get the eiaet poeitioa required 
by those fractures that, oocuirii^ M a varying distance 
from the knee joints have the line of fiaoture direoted <A>- 
lique^ downwardfl and fbrwards ; we also have the esten- 
son and oooater-extenvon fumidwd b^ the strai^t qilint 
if we use Skimer's apparatus and a^pui, (he extension of 



the weight over the pnlley, and the cotrntec-ezteBsioD of 
the wei^t eS the body ; both theae last dinnniebing in a 
great degree the pressure in the perineum. In this p»tiaB 
Uiere can be, I lake it, no objection to the patient's Milig in 
a sitting pOBtnre. Anj danger of pushing the fi^igmentt 
npon each other is obviateif by the use of the swing. 

Although fully alive to the dui^r of unequal pressure, I 
have fbund ao much esse in keepmg in place some oblique 
fractures of the tibia and filmla, ihat required great force to 
bring them into ptaoe, by the uae of some okl cof^Mr half- 
boot sphnte applied to the ontside of the leg^ that for the 
last two or three years I have made diligent inquiry tat ■ 
method that wou(d give me their advantages without their 
defects. Such a method I believe to be Uiat wbi<^ I wSl 
now attempt to describe, premising that I would only treat 
in this manner thoee fractures, whether sim)de or omn- 
pound, that, when placed in this position, are found to be, 
and to remun, periectly in place. In order that the best 
possible thing should be done, it will often be necessary to 
try different procedures for what may appear at first sight 
to be precisely similar casee. If the fracture s eaaily re- 
duced by flexion upon the thigh, and if it remains in place 
when placed upon its outer side and exteBUtm is removed, 
a thin board abont seven inches broad projecting forwards 
at one end to support the foot, Mid backwards to be band- 
aged to the Uiign, thickly padded with bran, or cotton 
wool BO as to fit the outer side of the 1^ and fool, may b« 
plaoed under the hmb. AAer carefully adiostjng the pads 
so that the spine of the tibia is just as it soould be placed, 
and the foot occupies its proper position, there may be 
placed upon the now upper side ot the lower third er the 
thigb, the whole of the 1^ and the foot either a gotta percba, 
or,aH I prefer, a sole-leather splint, cut so as toenctrdeone- 
third of the circumfrrence of kneejoint, leg and foot as far as 
to tlie extremities of the toes. By moistening in hot water, 
either of these materials may be so moulded to ihe Inequa- 
Udes of Ihe limb as to fit most perfectly. I^e width of the 
lower splint effectually prevents any undue conrtrietion; 
and the perfect fit of the upper will «iable the lower one to 
be di^ieneed with, if need he, for any cause. If the stti- 
tude beoomes wearisome the limb can be placed upon its 
heel in a awing cradle. I think this modification « dreaa- 
in^ gives all of the advantages of the stardi bandages 
without any of its dangers, and all of the adveotaget of 
carved s^ilints without any of their irritation. 

The difficulty of tnusporting an elabwete fiw^tnre bed 
fr«m plaoe to place, ia so great, and there is such a repog- 
nonce to their use among msLny, unices the bed is new, that 
I am driven to the use oF a simple and yet perfect snbebtute. 
Who first proposed it I know not, but I think the credit is 
due to ProE Gilbert of Philadelphia. Spread over the bed 
aUnit bed-Ucking with a hole in it to allow of Ihe necctsary 
evacnations; attach the margins of this to a frame. The 
sheets can be placed upon ihu in the usual manner, except 
that two, each meeting each at the hole t^keu cti, had 
better be used instead m one under sheeL Any simple me- 
chaniam or mere mannal power will suffice to raise the 
patient upon this frame from the bed to allow its being 
made up and for other purposes. The ft-ame might easily 
be made so as to be removed when not in ose, (A couise 
le&vmg the ticking under the patient 



Fldrilitt BiBTBi. — During the year, 339 women bore 
twins, and two bore three children e*cb. Of the 34,148 
women who bore living children in 1866, therefore, 341, 
or one in every hundred, produced more than one child. 
During the seven years, 1862-1858, there were 229,856 
living births recorded in the State ■ of these 4,262 were 
twins, and 87 triplets. Of the 227,696 child-bearings, 2,133 

Si^uced twins, and 29 three cnildren at a parturition, 
hue one in lOT produced twins, and one in 7,852 triplets; 
the proportion of thwe producing triplets to those pro- 
ducing twins was as one to 73'5,— JfoM. Regittration Re- 
port, 1858. { ' • \ . 
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rBapwM bf Jon O. /onnoii, M.S., «« ef tlw Baiseou.lo Ow HiiqilliL] 
Oue 1. — Sitra-<m**ilar Mpockd FraeUirt of Iht Neck of 

the Femia^.Death atidAulopts. 
MiKT HODMHT, nt. 63, MI, Harch 29, I860, upon a ourb- 
atone, BUikJng upon ber left trochuii«r niBJor. She wh 
immeduitely admitted to the hospital, and examined ia the 
preaenee of the datm. Limb sborteoad half an inch - toea 
not averted, bat directed forwards; no ore[Htus; bII mo- 
UoDS of the hip-joint verr pvnftiL 

Prof. HuoLTOif remarlted that the Bhorteniiig of the 
limb waa evidence that the patient had either a fracture of 
the neck of the femur or a disbcatjon ; while the »ge of the 
patient, the manner in which the accident happened, and 
the abeenoeof oertain signs of diriooation, rendered it eqoallr 
oertain that it was a frairture. The qiteetion then remained, 
is it a fracture within or without Uie oaomtle ? The &et 
that ahe had fallen upon the trochanter, that the limb wae 
(ml^ sbortened half an Inob, that the toea were not everted, 
plainly pointed io an extra-capsulsr and impacted fracture. 
The limb was directed to be dressed with a long atraj^t 
^lint, without side splitita, which in this case could be of 
no aerric*, and with only moderate emteosion and ominter' 
extension jost aufflcient to maintain it in perfect quietude. 
The case seemed to be progressing favorably until AprU 
6th, when we became aware of the existence of pleuritic 
«fluaK>ns, and on the ni^t of the following day eb« died. 

Avkpig. — The left femur waa broken outride of the cap- 
snle ud impacted; the head being depressed abont half an 
indi, and the lower part of the neok being driven into the 
Iroefaatiter major. The trochanter was broken into five 
fragments. The specimen, with the o^^toate i«n^ ispre- 
aerred in the museum of tne Long Island CkiUege Hospital 

DoLooiTum OT Head or Hnvmus Foxwakds — StnooKAooio 

— Fucrms or tH* Sitsoical Kick or m Htn»Rira 

IK na ArmirT at RmDcnoR. 

Martha Morgan, set 70, admitted to the hospital April 27, 
1660. Six weeks before she had ialleu upon her right 
shoulder, but not suspectiog the nature of the injury no 
surgeon nad been called. The swelling having completely 
subsided, the diagnosis was easily made, all the usuai signs 
of this aiicident being present. Itwasalso ascertained, dur- 
ing the attempt at reduction, that two or three ribs were 
broken in the axillary regicti, their fracture having been 
occasioned by the heed <x the humerus as it was thrust 
against them. 

Id presence of Drs. Crandel, Johnson, Dodge, Duval, and 
others, hospital surgeons and physicians, and medical 
studenle, Dr. Hamilton proceeded to attempt the reduction, 
not, however, without iiaving expressed his opinion that it 
miffht be found impos»b!e bv ordinary means. 

fint Atlem^, without chJorofonn. — The arm was raised 
gently to a nght angle with the body, while the forearm 
was flexed iqxin the arm, an asaistaDt held Snuly upon the 
acromion process, and Dr. H. pulled upon the humerus, 
rotating, at the same moment, the humerus from left (o right. 
Steond Attempt, under the influence of chloroform. — 
Tlie same manoeuvre was repeated, and while Dr. H. was 
rotating the humerus, it was felt to give way, and he 
at once expressed a suspicion that the surgical neck of the 
humerus had broken, a suspicion which was very soon con- 
oonfirmed by examination. 

After this the patient, still remaining under the inSuence 
of chloroform, repeated attempts were made to reduce the 
dislocation, by pressing the head (rf' the bumeras towards the 



socket witi) the hands, by placiiig the heel in the axilla, and 
b^ carrying the arm in various directions, but to no purpose^ 
The broken humerus was then dressed, as for a fracture, 
and the patient laid in bed ; violent inflammation of the 
Imics and pleura supervened, from whidi the poor woman 
died on the fifth day. 

Dr. Haitiltok remarked that this case illiiBtrated the dan- 
ger of producinf^ a ft^ctnre while attempting to reduce a 
dislocation, especially in old people; when the bone gave 
WB^, only moderate force was being employed. He also 
noticed that the fracture was produced while rotating 
the limb, as it usually is. The same is the fkct geoerslty in 
fractures of the neck of the femur when they are produced 
by the surgeon in his attempts at reduction. The desth, due, 
no doubt, to tiie manipulation, resulted nerertbelees from 
~n amount of injury, which, to a person in middle life and 

-'■ heahh,w •" " — '— " 



Peter Higgins, cartman, nt. 38, April 1 1600, dialocated 
his right humerus into the axilla while holding npcm the 
bridle of a horse who waa attempting to nin. Hl^ns did 
not suspect the nature of the injury or make ^)]dication te 
any surgeon until the ninth day, when he jiresented hhn- 
self at the hoadtaL The asual signs of this accident were 
present. Dr. Hamilton called the attention O! the class 
especially to the sign common to all dislocations of the hu- 
merus, Qrst noticed by Dugss, a dirthiguished snrgeon of 
(Georgia, namely, that tbe hand of the dislocated limb could 
not be placed upon the oppo«te shoulder, while at the 
same moment the elbow was made to touch the front of the 
chest. In fVactures about the tfionlder-joint this can almost 
always be done, aa also in examples of mmple contusion, 
but never in a dislocation. 

Dr. HAmLroK SMd that he wontd first attempt the reduc- 
tion without employing an auKSthetic^ and by the most 
simple method, and &£ng in this he wmid proceed to 
other metiioda. This was fa!s almost onilbrm practice in 
such accidents. 

Fir*t Trini—Sim^ Ma»^p»3aHon — Untwxaiftd. — TTie 



the eibo 



^._ . fiwit of him, but somewhat to the right, si _ . 

the elbow with his left band, and the wrist with bis rif^\ 
bent the forearm to a ri^ angle vritfa the arm, and then, 
hfting the arm to a h(Mizont«I position, made slight rota- 
tion upon the humerus^ employing the fbrearro as a lever. 
No extension or counter-extennoc were employed in this 
roaniptUation; but, as was anticipated, it &iled to accom- 
plish the reduction. 

Setand "Mai—iSmipalalion aidtd hg a Fulcrum — Suteem- 
fid. — The patient still seated, Dr. Hamilton placed tbe knee 
of bis left leg in the axilhi, and while the forearm was 
fiexed as before he seized the elbow with bis right hand, 
rotated the humerus, pressed the elbow towards side of the 
body, and made slight extensioB, when, in a mtnnent, the 
head of the bone fell into itsplace. 

Subsequently, while Dr. H. was lifting the elbow to in- 
dicate the freedom of motion which the Ihnb had now ac- 
quired, and when ttie humerus was not quite at a right 
anrie with the body, it suddenly slipped again into the 
Bxilla. The reduction was at once efffected, and with the 
same ease, by the method which had succeeded before. 

Dr. Hahiltt)]! remarked that the points of interest in this 
case were, the length of time which had els^Med during 
which the accident was not recognised; the absence of the 
pain and swelling in the hmb, which aiually aocompapiea 
sn unreduced didocation of the Immeras into the axilla; 
the facility with which it was reduced, although he was 
a very muscular man, by Sir AstJey Cooper^ method, 
which method was but little more than nshig the Knee aa r 
fulcrum, snd tiio humerus as a lever ; and the rauhty with 
which it was again luxated. , - . 
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The um was drewed b; placing it in k ding, with ihe 
elbow close to the side of the body. No axillary pad wag 
used, aad, indeed. Us use wis condemned as being not only 
luuiecenarj, but dangerous, ntice it was likelj- to produce 
panJTois bj its pressure upon the axlD&rj nerree. 

Jalj 1 (three months after the acddent). — His arm is 
still very much paralysed, although it has been Bubmilted Ic 
paaaive motion, aided bv stimulating linimenW. since the 
second or third week. This paralysis la probably in some 
degree chargeable to the length of time it remained unre- 
duced, as wen as lo the amount of injury immediately sus- 
tained by the dislocation. He clainu damages against the 
railroad compaoy by whose locomotiTe hi^ horse was 
frightened; and we can see now the importance of dis- 
tinguishing between the natural and usual results of such 
accidents, and tboee which may arise from Delect or mal- 
treatment aflerwarda. 



NURSERY AND CHILiyS HOSPITAL. 
Hnmoins. 
Th> fbOowiBg cases present some features of interest 
In the one, the symptoms of meningitis commenced at Ilie 
early age of a litUe more than tliree months. The disease 
ended &Ltally, with the usual symptoms, after about one 
week. At Uie post-mortem ezaminalion the bronchia] and 
thymus glands were found to be almost entirely tubercular ; 
boHi luagB, the licer and spleen contained numerous 
miliary tubercle^ and the same were found, in less abund- 
ance, m tlie kidneys and mesenteric glands. At the base 
(^ the brain^ was the fibiinous layer usual in acute hydto- 
cephalu.<i, with three small points of a tubercular character, 
not larger than a pin's hew. The meningeal inflammation 
was connected with the tubercular diathesis, and not due 
to the presence of tubercles. The other case was remark- 
able, on account of the long continuance of cerebral aymp- 
toma. The hydrocephalic ciy, constipation, rigidity of the 
muscles, and tLrowmg back of the head, were noticed, 
though not always weD-marked, Ibr piore than three months 
before death. There were no convulsions, and his death 
was easy. The disease was chronic, ratlier than acute. At 
the autopsy no tsbercles were found in any part of the 
body, though the emaciation was great The amount of se- 
rum m the crania] cavity was scarcely increased, but nearly 
half of the entire brain was completely covered by a thick 
and firm fibrinous effusion, lying equally on the superior, 
lateral, and inferior surfaces of the cerebrum. This effu- 
sion was interesting from its striking appearance, resembling 
a layer of fat, due, as the microscope ahowed,-to the large 
number of exudation corpuscles wmch it contained. 

Que 1. (Under the care of Dr. F. U. Jobhbtos.)— <3. 
B., aged two and a half mraths at his death, came into the 
Nursery on the 17th of iMt February. He was, on his ad- 
mission, somewhat emaciated, and his muscles soft and 
flabby. The day aAer he was received he began to vomit, 
and have frequent passages from the bowel^ of a thin 
starchy character, and very offensive odor. Lime water 
and creasote were given for the vomiting, and castor oil 
mucilage ta correct the bowels. On the next day he had 
only two evacuations from the bowels, but the frequency of 
the vomiting was little diminished. Constipation now suc- 
ceeded, and head symptoms began to develop themselves. 
He would awake suddenly from a restless sleep with sharp 
screams, and continue to cry till the breast was given to 
him, wnen he would suck ravenously, and iiamediatelv 
vomit nearly all he had taken. On liftjng him from his pil- 
low, he invariably made an effort to vomit- the anterior 
fontanelle became prominent and tense; toe eyes were 
turned upward, and the head kept continually rofling from 
side to side; the thumbs were bent across the palms, and 
tightly denched by the fingen, while the toes were strongly 
flexed, and the feet inverted. These symptoms continued 
vrithout variation till the 23d of February, when well- 
marked general convnl«ons set in. These recurred at 



shorter and shorter intervals, but finally ceased at about 12 
P.M. of the same day. He was left completely prostrated, 
and gradually tank and Aed at Si ajc en the 24th. 

Aniopiy, — On removing the calvarimn Siss of senim 
esc^>ed fiom the ventridea, and the base of the brato. 
The convex surface of the brain presented the natural ap- 
pearance, excepting moderate Taaculaity. Around the pona 
varolii, and along the base of the brain to the fiBsurea 
of Sylvius, the membranes were thickened, and opaque 
from fibrinous deposition ; these SsHures were dosed by sd- 
besicms; nnder the right middle lobe, near the median line, 
were two or three white points of a tubercular appearaooe, 
on a vascular snT&c«, less in siae than a three cent piece ; 
tfae interior of the bratn was not examined at thie lime^ 
and no record was presaged of its appeamce; bron- 
chia] and thymus riands almost entirely tubercular: both 
lungs studded wilh tubercles, and both readily inflated; 
no adlieeions of (be pleural surfaces, bat pomts of deposi^ 
apparently tubercular, under tlie costal as well as pulmonary 
pleurft. The liver was yellower than natural, weighing 
seven ounces. This organ and the qi\ecn contained nnme- 
roue miliary tubercles, tlie largest not larger than a shot ; 
they were more nmnerous in the latter than tfae fornter 
organ. The kidneys contained a few nmiiar points; me- 
senteric ^anda of the usual sise and appearance, except 
that some of them also were tubercular; inleatiuee to all 
appearance healthy. 

ifiavtcopic AppeamneeM. — The wlute points observed 
under the right middle lobe, were found to coosiBt of amoi^ 
phous matter, with a few tubercular cells; only one. two^ 
or three of these cgIIb were found at a Lime in the Sdd ; th« 
liver contained few hepatic cells, but an unusual amount 
of free oil ^obules. In the lungs many exudation coipos- 
cles were found, besides the tubercular and the normal ceUa. 

Cat* 2. (Under the care of Dr. Wm. W. Joiii8.>— A. B. 
was admiUed into the Nursery September 2d. 1869, at tike 
age of two weeks. He was healthy, and continued to 
thrive until about llie middle of last January, when he be- 
gan to have cerebral symptoms. If quiet, nothing unusual 
was observed in his appearance, but when raised or dis- 
turbed, his eyes became uxed, limbs flexed and head thrown 
back. He nursed often, with little or no vomiting, but his 
bowels were confined, and occasionally he nttn^ the 
diaracteristio shrill cry of hydroceplialus. These B^mptoms 
soon became leas marked, but did not entirely disan>ear; 
he grew emaciated by degrees, and at oao time had diar- 
rhtea. About the middle of April, a yellow hue was no- 
ticed on his sidn and conjunctiva, and this continned till 
his death, which occurred April 29th. He had no conci- 
sions through hie ^cknesa, and he appeared to die of as- 

Anlopm. — Thirty-two hours after death, emaciation ex- 
treme ; thoracic viscera healtbv ; liver of a yellowiah hae, 
and weighing £ ix. ; spleen, kidneys, and ioteatinea healthy. 
On removing the calvarium 3ti. to 3iiL of serum escaped 
ftwn the ventricles and the base of the brain. That por- 
tion of the brain in front of the pons varolii, constituting 
nearly half of the entire organ, was covered vrith a nnooth 
and continuous deposit, of a lardaceoua ^ipcaranoe. This 
was found equally on the superior, lateral, and inferior sur- 
faces of the cerebrum, and it entirely concealed the brain 
underneath. It varied to thickness from about one to three 
lines, and was thought at first right by some to be puralenL 
by others fatty. It dipped into and dosed the fissures of 
Sylvius, and appeared sL^tly on the anterior superior snr- 
face of the cereOeHum. The remainder of the cerebelhini, 
the posterior lobes of the cerebrnm, the pons varolii, and tite 
q>iTWl cord, were fVee from any deposit, and ^ipeared 
heahhy ; the interior of the brMn was examined elsewhere 
at a subseqaent period, but it is said not to have been mudi 
affected bv Ute disease. Under the microscope the deposit 
was found to consist munly of exudation corpuscles, thus 
accounting for the fattjt appearance. The liver contained 
an unu9u^ amount of oil gkibules, both fl^e and in the he- 
patic cells. 
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WUAT SHALL BE OUR TITLEI 
A CRAVE questioD must ere long present iUelT for the cod- 
BiderstioD of the meilical profeaBion of this couDtry, on Ihe 
solution of which will depend its character at home and ita 
.position abroad. It is this: — B; wb4t title sliall a practi- 
tioner of legitimate medicine be recognised 7 What shall 
constitute a Doctor in Medicine? Hitherto it has been 
deemed mfficient that an applicant for admission to a regu- 
Urty organited society should present credentials showing 
him to be ft graduate of a chartered medical college, or a 
licentiate of a County or State medical society. But the 
ease with which charters are now obtuned from State Legis- 
latures for every nondescript association of men, whether 
for proper or improper purposes, has e&ectuaDy broken 
down these safeguards to respectability, and thrown widely 
open the Geld of medicine to every one who desires to en- 
ter and profit thereby. With the single and moat honora- 
ble exception of the State of North CaroUna, we are not 
aware that any StAte has laws protecting the domun of 
scdeDtiGc medicine from the intrusion of lawless adventur- 
ers. Ft will ever redound to the honor of the old North 
State, that her legislilors have shown such wisdom sad 
intelligence, in orduning that no one can assume the office 
of physitnan within her borders, who has not passed an ez- 
aminatiou before a State Board of Medical Examiners. In 
OQr own State, not only is the utmost license given to 
every species of charlatanry, but the chartered institutions 
of irregulars are placed on the same level with others, and 
the one may, by a civil process, even be ccHnpelled to re- 
ceive into membership the grailuates of the other. The 
recent attempts to establish a Homceopathic Professorship in 
the Michigan TJniTersi^ and the efforts of this class of prac- 
titioners to obtain positions in hospitals, are Indications of 
approaching evils that we would do well to heed, and, by 
timdy action, avert. 

Our attention has been especially called to this SDlgect 
by the recent ap[Jicstioa of several graduates of Homceo- 
palhic CkiUeges in the United Siares, to the British Medical 
Covndl, to be registered under the cUnw admitting gradu- 
ates of Foreign UniversiiieB. The council found itself in a 
quandary, but finally referred the maUer to the Attorney- 
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Qeneral to advise the Cotmcal ae to its dutjee. It is not diffi- 
cult to predict the result of this inquiry ; the instilutiona 
referred to will be found l^ally authorised to confer the 
degree of M.D., and the ■f)plicanls will, doubtless, tie admit- 
ted to fegietraUon. It may hft a serious defect in the Re- 
gistration Act, which is de«gned to distinguish qualified 
ftam nnqu^ified practitioners, that the Medical Council 
has not power to decide as to the tJtaracter as well as to 
the legal status of tlie Foreign University from which the 
applicant claims to have graduated. But this does not con- 
cern us so much as the question which has, in (act, been put 
to us by this action of the Medical Council, viz. What 
constitutes a Doctor of Medicine in the United States? 
We should answer truly if we replied : The assumption of 
the title M.D. Neither the law nor the public require more, 
and both unite to protect the pretender in acting out bis 
assumed character. But to be more exact in the deRnition, 
we should answer: Any institution or society which has 
the power granted it, in its ctiarler, of conferring the degreo 
of M.D. The laws in this country do not differ in this re- 
spect, we believe, from those of other countries, except in 
these important particulars: — Charters are granted by our 
State Legislatures to any and every body of men, for any 
and every conceivable purpose, without restriction or re- 
serve, while abroad great discretion is exercised both as to 
the object of the corporate body, its necessity, and its cha- 
racter. Its. powers are carefully limited, and it is jealously 
watched tliat it fulfil its duties. 

With US' the case is widely difierent At nearly every 
sesskiD of oar State Legislatures a brood of medical institn- 
tions are chartpreil embracing every conceivable shude of 
quackery, all equally with the schools of legitimate medi- 
cine entitled to confer the degree of M.D. and to represent 
themselves abroad as Univenitiea, 

We shall leave Ihe Medical CoancQ to settk this qnestioD 
as they think proper after hearing the opinion of their legal 
adviser. We may, however, assure our bretliren abroad 
that, in the Unile<l SUIes, the title of M.D., in a legal seuse, 
is A misnomer, and that the term university is applied 
equally to our most honorable and useful institntioafl ot 
learning, and to corporations utterly miworthy of the aseo- 
cialion of the terra — science. 

To the medical profession of this country we put the 
question: What is to constitute a Doctor in Medicine 
among us, and by what title or insifniA, ahi^ an Americaa 
pbysieioa be distmgushed abroad? Bad we but one legis- 
lative body before wMch we could lay onr grievances, we 
might seek and obtain enactments defining who are, and 
who are not, qualified praciitionerv of medicine. But as we 
must appeal to our Stale Legislatures, so fickle in their ae- 
tion, and so much under the infiMnoa of the prejodioea of 
the moment, it is idle to waate time in seeking legd pro- 
tection. The barriers erected one year with labor and 
care, are the next levelled by the first breath of opposition. 

But happily there is a power among us whose jurisdio- 
tioa extends to the leototeM hsaita of onr coontty, and 
whese deeisian wUI be reapeeted. Tha power is the 
American Medical AsMicisttoD, onr National Medical Con- 
gress. Standing as the recognised representative body of 
le^timale medirine in this couRtay, high oborc all lanr, and 
e*foraiDg its mandates by an inherent moral force, It oan 
lefndale for its own protection, and no evil influence i^an 
leverae its measares^ or thwart its designs. lUs Hodioal 
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Congress hu the power to determine what title sball here- 
after designate the practitioner of legitimate medicine, and 
to this body the proresion must make their appeaL 



A VOICE FROM THE RURAL DISTRICTS. 
In the nub and turmoil of city life we somelimea Teel that 
it wonld b« well if the calm voice of the good and true 
men in the rural districts were occosiooallj beard on various 
questions relating to the physic^ and moral inl«resi8 of the 
metropolis. 

The following Resolutions, which we copy from the 
Broome Republiean of June 2dth, were adopted unaQi- 
mouslj by the " Soutbbiin Cshtbai. N(w York Mid:oal 
AsBOOiATIOi)," at its annual meeting hdd June, 1860. They 
enable na 
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" Southern Central New Torfe Medical Association," com- 
posed of the practitioners of Medicine and gurgery in the 
countjea of Broome, Tioga, Chemung, Schuyler, Tompkins, 
Cortlandt, and Chenango, N. Y., and Bradford Co., Pa., 
that for the well-being of the residents of the great metro- 
polis of our State, aod the oommercial emporium of our 
nation, in its sanitary regulations, and in all that pertains 
to the prevention, the removal of the causes, and Clie cure 
of diseases incidental to its dense population, it should be 
entirely under the control and supervinon of the medical 
profession of the dty : that the head of the City Inspector's 
D^»artDient. with all its details, should be intrusted only 
to mdividuals well versed in the science of medidne, who, 
in our opinion, are &r better qualiSed to stay the progress 
of disease and pestilence than tJiose who have no know- 
ledge of the healing art 

Retotved, 2nd, Tliat it is due to the citiMns of this State^ 
and of every State in the Union, as wdl as of the city itself, 
that in our daily visits and c«natant int«rcouT«e with 
the city, we should be protected from the sources of pesti- 
lenoe there generated and uncontrolled by the guaroians 
of the health of the city. Feeling a just pride in all that 
pwtains to the growth, the business afiura, and prosperity 
of OUT metropolia, and as desiroos as the residents of the 
city, to see it in all respects well cared for, we are ashamed 
that the whole of the sanitary police of the city, the legti 
{[oardianfl of the health of its population, should be entirdy 
mtnisled to a dass of men entirely ignorant of the first 
laws of Bin itary protection. 

Rttolptd, 3d, TbMX we feel it incnmbent upon the dty 
aolhontiea and the legislature of the State, at onoe to 
instjtote such changes in this respaot as uiall remedy 



stand highest on the sc»)e of mortshty of any city of the 
civtiiEed world. 
Jle«oIt>e<i, 4th, That we 4«eply innpathiie with the medical 

Erofeasion of that ci^, that witA tJl their learning, their 
enevolent labors for the residents of their homes, and all 
their laudable eodeavors to promote a reform in the sani- 
tary condition of their city, they are subject to the mor- 
tifyii^ poeition of seeing the legal gnu'dianship of the 
bwtlth M their ci^ wrested from tbwn, and plaoed in the 
hands of a class of men who have no proper knowledge of 
their duties, and whose only qualification for the posts they 
occupy, consists in being reckless partisan politicians. 

The foregoing resolutions are significant of the increwdng 
sod ratimal int«reM which is evetywhara being awakened 
on the sut^wt of sanitary improvement. We r^nt that the 
deplorable niisgavemment, abuses, and defects of the Health 
Department in this city justi^ such resolutions; butthecri- 
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minal neglect of human life and health cannot be concealed. 
Every town and liamlet in the State may justly eiprees an 
int«reat in this subjeL-t, and we should not be surprised to 
see the example of the Southern Central New Twk VA~ 
eal Association followed by the several coun^ medical 
societies ; for there probiAly is not a county in this State, 
nor a single Stal« east of the Mississippi, that could not 
furnish tlie records of several cases of snuUlpoz, known to 
have been carried thither, and propagated by their own 
citizens, returning from this emporium of trade, A few 
years ago, while paaung through two of tlie counties com- 
prised in the Association, whose resolutions we have here 
recorded, we witneased such cases in two of the larg e st 
villages in those counties. 

As BtBt«d by the As.^n>bly Committee on the Health 
Bill in ths New York Legislature last winter, it is mani- 
feady true that — '■ The enforcement of preventive sanitary 
measures therein" (the city) " by the Legislature, is there- 
fore but a measure of protection to their constituents 
throughout the entire State." In view of soch eonsidei*- 
tions, as well as for humanity's sake, we regard sudi rmo- 
lutioDS from the rural districts as eminently timely and proper. 
It also appears from the local newspapers that " Dr. Geo. 
W. Bradfiird, of Homer, Cortland Co., presented to the 
Association at Binghamton, an elaborate paper on the ne- 
cessity of sanitary reform in all the cities of the Stale, and 
more especially in the commercial metropolis." 

We desire to see that paper. The theme is characteristic 
ofils distinguished and enlightened author, who is widdy 
known as an enmest friend of humanity, and to whom, it 
win be recollected, the medical profesMon and the friends 
of humanity have previously been laid under lasting obliga- 
tions for many wise and philanthropic acts, projected and 
made eQcctive through his instrumentality, during the five 
yean he sat in the Sennte of our State Legislature. The 
Anatomical Bill, and the official Report on the Charitable 
Institutions and Alms-houses of the State, are most endur- 
ing monuments to his well-directed and sealous labors for 
human welfare. With such co-woriiers as Hon. Dr. Brad- 
ford and his hundred associates of the Southern tier, the 
(Viends of sanitary improvement may take courage, ^eae 
brethren from their elevated eyrie beyond the din of the 
metropolis and the sham of its politics, take a very natural 
and practical view of the first steps required in the iKak 
of sanitary reform in this <nty. We like the directness and 
point of their resolutions. No efiectusl improvements will 
ever be inaugurated by men who are ignorant of sanitary 
principles, and intent upon mercenary gains; yet it moat 
be borne in mind that any successful and thorough measure 
of sanitary reform in New York will require something 
more than a substitution of medical men in the jMrwrnuI 
of the Health Department of the municipal govemmenL 



Ar the last meeting of the Academy of Uedicine, the 

following resolution was passed : 

Retohed, That the New York Academy of Medicine, 
desiring to express its approbation of all proper measures 
designed to protect the community against the evils liable 
to result from the unrestricted sale and nse of poisona, 
hereby respectfully requests the New T ' " 



ed sale and nse of poison 



Fbazmacj to came to be fonrarded bo ereiy ^Mtheoarj in 
this citj A copj' cf the Act reUting to the sue of poisoEia — 
pMsed by tbe last Legislature, accompanied willi ibe 
icqomt of thJB Academy that atriot ftdherenoe be given t« 
kbe pKi¥iaione of that law. 

Thia is, we believe, the firet eObrt that has been mode to 
secure the eDforcemeat of the law recently enauled tn thia 
St>t« to ccDtrol the sale of poiaona. But will the request 
of the AcadetDj, made koown to our ^tothecariea throngh 
the Ccrflege of Pharmacy, induce them to adhere strictly to 
the proviwons of this law? We venture to predict that, 
Elce all advice given gratuitously, it will Dot be heeded. If 
the Academy intends to secure the enforcement of this law, 
the most direct and effectual method of accomplishing its 
otgeet is by a nyitematjc proaecutioa of offenders. 
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Dx u Fsiqimfo* ns AL-rnAnora on Amtms m l'TTti- 
»m DARB iMB Arrmmam i>rm DTinms. Par P. 
StBCDtr, H.D.,eta Paris: A Delahaye. 1880. 4to., 
p. 141. 

la the prehniuiaiT rmnailEs the author points to the &ct, 
Ibat, notwithMaiMBDg the wonderfal progrcM tiiat has been 
aooomplwhed in oar days regarding female diseaaes, the 
aff«ctiona of those orga&a, generally called aunexa uteri, 
irensDDduJy neglected, while the womb itself received too 
large a ahare of our attention. It is true that the reeearchea 
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OMtioiied by other obaervera, en>ecially by Bemuta and 
Oomiil, who dedare that meet of tile cases taken for peri- 
nlerme cellulitis were eeeentialhr nothing bnt localized peri- 
tMiitidea; The thesis of Dr. & ia written for the purpose 
of establishing the fhct, that the womb itself is rarely the 
Mat of mortud alterations, and that where this organ has 
been primitivaly diaeased. it soon aomtnunicstes its affeo- 
tWD to the tubea, ovahea, Ugaments, and pelvic peritoneum. 
Tlw patht^ogical cMiditioD of these acoeraory oi^ans Dr. 8. 
propoaee to call perimetritia. 

The prineipal coiiset which lead to a development of perv 
raetritia, an a catarrh of the vagina or uterus, propagated 
br way of the Palhqritn tubes t« the peritoneum in the pel- 
m,aDd tbeiHSMiBeoiitaiDed therein; frequent sexual intei^ 
OOataeiBdulgiSmdiiringthecatainenial period; early walk- 
iag about after delivery ; the oft-repeated oongesiion of the 
ovary dnriBf^ menstmatjon and childbed; incautious exa- 
niiaations with the x>t«rtne sound, and the indiscriminate use 
rf peooariea and caustics. 

PaAolofieal Anatomy. — The ntema itself is rarelj qnite 
healthy in a patient who labours under perimetritis; it is 
often oODgeetM, its mncotis membruie exhibiting traces of 
oatairfa and alcerations. Ovariee and tubes are in many 
imtanoee diseased. The oophoritis may exist in the acute 
orchronie form, the fijrmer oocupying generally one, the 
latter both sides. The pelvic peritoneum may be inflamed 
in the acute or chronic st^e. In the latter instance the 
nrorai o^pns ntnat^ iuai^ the pelvis are united one with 
another by Mae adhesions, and it is very common U> meet 
with new IbmnUiona of this kind in the qiatnim Douglasii, 
wfaidt leads in this place to the develt^ment of c^sts con- 
taining serum, pus, or tubercular nutter; anddepoeitaofthis 
nature hare been very generally mistaken for products of 
peri-uterine oellutitJs. 

Symptom*. ^The disease may be encountered in the aout« 
or in the chronic sta^. In the former instance we bave a 
sBght chiQ at the begmaiug, and iever, pain in the abdomen, 



and more particularly in the lefl iliac region, spreading 
downwards to the thigh. During the chiODic stale the 
nature of the pain is more that of a sensation of heaviness 
in the abdomen, and of aching in the lumbar region. Dys- 
uria is seldom missing. The temperature as weD as the 
secretion of the vagina is increased. The uterus is felt 
lower down, o« somewhat open ; the position of the womb 
varying according to circumstances. The tumors perceived 
on one or the other side of the uteros ije mostly hard to 
the touch, seldom fluctuating, although they may contun 
pus. The examination per rectum is of great importance, 
maemuch as it conveys a more correct idea as to Itffi shape 
and size of the peri-uterine tnmote. When the disease has 
lasted for a length of time it is accompanied by disturbed 
digestion, anemia, irregulu-, scanty, seldom pronise, punfld 
menstruation and leucorrhoea. In some instances there is a 
recurrent febrile reaction, mostly at night, and a discharge 
of pus throngh vagina or rectum. At timee, however, the 
course of the disease is leaa &vorable, the abcess t^iening 
into the peritoneum, or by its constant regeneration the 
strength of the patient ia exhausted, or smldenly carried off 
by pUebitie. In the chapter on diagnosis the different dia- 
briefly considered which may be mistaken for 
is — tliese are congestion of the womb, melHtia, 
peritonitis, salpingitis, orantis, cystitis, retentioD of urine 
itennBdiqdacements,pregnaacy, tumom, hydro- 
""' ts of the pelvic bones, 
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metra, cellnlitiB patholc^cal » 
secondary absoesaee, etc, etc 

The trtatment has to be adapted to drcnmstancea. In the 
acute stage of the disease we have to use general or k>cal 
depletions in connexion with ice, opium, calomel, and unguen- 
tum hydrargyri. The chronic form being very generally 
combined with anemia, our efforte have to be directed prin- 
dpally against this latter complication. Oenerous food, 
iron combined or not with iodine, flying blistera, and the 
uterine douche are the safest remedies. Caatensation (tf 
the OS is of very httle value, except in those oasea wher« 
there are extensive alcerations ana an abundant secretion. 
In regard to the peri-nterine tumors it is, generally fak- 
ing, better to let them alene ; their spontaneous Meahintr 
being followed by better results. If^ however, they ehonU 
excite violent pains or symptoma of beginning pyemia, 
the scalpel must be called to aid. 

It is our impression that the thesis has been written with 
the preconceived intention to was« war against the advo- 
cs(es(^peri-t)teriBecellulitia, and Nonat in particular. Bach 
a procedure must always lead to conlusHm, inaamnch as 
facts are not B)ro[dy stated with their natural condosions, 
but the observations contorted and moddledaoas to suit the 
ideas of the anlbor. This ia evidently the case with onr 
author. ConfiisiMi is stamped on every page of the woric 
The author bas evidently read, thongh not digested, Tir- 
obow's article on chronic peritonitis. pel vina, which aficGtioD, 
together with ovanlia, salpingi^ pelvic abeeess, ceHalitis, 
he eaneeaes into oDe diseaaa whiofa he chooses to ctJI pert~ 
metritis. His attempt to do away with cellulitis is a perfect 
failure. If he did not succeed in meeting pelvic cellalilis in 
the dead subfecL this is very naturally expluned by the 
&ct that, by lar the largest number of cases ooming unde*' 
this faeu get well, so &at the occaaon to meet wiUi the 
a£^cti<»i post-mortem is very aeldom offered. On the oUwr 
hand, our experience has led us to believe that pelvic peri- 
toaibs is in very many instances the natural cotise<ju«)ce of 
pdvie cdluUtis, and while the latter affection disappears 
v««y geoenJly without leaving the slightest trace, the 
vestiges of a IocbI peritmutis remain for years in the body, 
so tlwt it is, to say the least, very difficult i> the dead to 
decide on the true nature of the original affectioiL ■. k. 



Immioeition. — The number of imrnigrants arriving at the 
port of Boston, in 1867, was not one-half as great as during 
any of the five yean immediateJy preceding 18&&, and not 
OBO-third as great as in 185a ( ",^,a,vL> 
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Iro^rfss of ^cMcal ^cunct 

OBSTETEICa AND DISEASES OF WOMEN. 
Br £. NoEoaiiuTE, M.D. 
I/Aor tomplkaUd vrUh Odeomalaeia P^vit. ]>. L. ScEMnz 
iSeaJwmft Beiirage). — The TMdere of the New York 
Jdurnai have been pTesented from lime to tiiae with reports 
OD the iat«re8tiiig Butyecl of wax-pelvis (h&listeresis). Dr. 
Scbnulz's coatriouUon adds aoother case to those already 
knowq. Oatbarina Kilberg was born of health; parents, 
both of whom died of old age. The padent was then left 
to support herself^ in tb« service of strangers, who sent her 
out (o do work in wet aod oold weatber, so that she soon 
began to iuffer all sorts of paios in her hmba, and more par- 
ticularly in the back bona. From her ^toeath year of »ae, 
when ahe had her courses for tlie first time, up to Uie 
twenty-eighth year, when she waa married, ebe was subject 
to the rbeuntatjc difficulty referred to. She soon became 

E regnant, and was relieved easily, at the full term, of a 
eiTthy cliild. A second child was born two years later, 
with no more trouble than on the first oGCBsion. But on 
the ninth day afler the birth of this child, the patient bad an 
attack of convulsions, which seized more particularly on her 
hands and feet, both of which became after a while extreme- 
ly punfuL Id a few days, however, nothing but a sen- 
sation of numbness was left,, aod tbe pdlient was about 
leaving her sick bed, wfaeo she remarked^ to her great dis- 
may, Utat she was unable lo walk straight, as usual, hut 
that she was obliged to use a walking-stick for moving 
about, and although no pain whatever was experieoced, the 
auSerer began to &il in strength, and to lose ber " em- 
bonpoint" considerably. However, after the lapse of a 
year, she gave birth to a third child. The labor this time 
WM unusually short, but the af^rbiith was adherent, and 
had to be removed artificially. During childbed the former 
state of general debility increased a good deal, and stie 
began to suOer from distresuag pains in both knees, and 
about Ae pelvis. Allhou^ Ae continued losing strengdi 
aod muscle, a fourth pregnancy occurred in the tJiirty-mth 
year of her age. She now waa hardly able to leave her 
bed, and whenever she tried to step on lier fbet she waa 
taken with the moet inteuse pain in her ijack and both 
aidea of the pelvis. She was delivered at her foil term <rf' a 
full-grown child, with out difficulty, whom she nursed during 
eleven months. After this ehddbed she began to walk 
around soraewbat ea«er, but the never was free from those 
pains. In about a year she Was ^ain in the family way, 
and felt pretty comfortable fbr the first fonr months. After 
that time, however, the old complaints returned worse 
than ever, and she loou was unable to leave her bed, finable 
as she was to widk, and lormeniad by achefl in the pelvis 
and lower extremities. When she waa taken with the first 
laboT'palns, the midwife who attended her declared that 
she could not he deiivared without the asslHtauce of a phy- 
sician. Oonsoquentlv two physioians of wdl-eatabhshed 
reputatioD, Drs. Schilta and Angenstein, examined the pa> 
limii and concluded that ooUung short of Onwwmi section 
was left to save the mother and child. TJoder these cir- 
cumstances she waseoBveyed to the Cologne Lying-in AMy- 
lam, then under the care of the popular and wMl-knowu 
accoucheur Dr. Merrem. Arrived here, it was tbund ifaat 
she could not be Izansported up stairs to l^e bed assigned 
her, the slightest touch of the bones of the cheat, as w^ as 
those of the pelvis and lower extremitieB, produein? intense 
pain. When at last brought to bed, she placed herself 
inatanter on the left side — tt» only position that gave her 
comfort, if comfort it could be caUed. The aspect of the 
patient is that of a mere skeleton, 4 feet 6 inches high, and 
oeaiing the expresaion of long and agonizing suftering, 
while the upper extremities are moved about eaailr. She 
is unable to change the position of hsr legs in tae least 



degree without producing pmn. The diametera of tite 
pefvia, on examination were as follows ; — Baoddocque's ex- 
ternal conjugate T'2"; antero-posterior diameter of tbe 
outlet 3" ; bteral diameter oftiie same, 1' ff" ; widest dis- 
tance of the pubic arch, 1" 5'"; diataitce of the aroh between 
both ischio-pubic synostoses, 7'". An attempt at internal 
examination was frustrated by the (act that the index finger 
could not be passed higher np than to the second joint. It 
oonld, however, be ascertained that the bones forming tbe 
pubio arch were pliant to some extent, by inserting two 
fingers between the pubic l>onM and pulling them gmtly 
asunder. The os waa very low, and opeoed lo about |'' 
none of the fcetal parts could be reached. A consultation 
of the medical staff agreed with the verdict of the attend- 
ing physician, that Oeesarean section was the only means of 
ddivery. This oonclusian waa arrived at, at 12 o clock mid- 
ni^t, and the perfurmance of the operaboa deferred b> the 
fofiowing day, to give the patient a chance of being d^i- 
vered in a less haaardous manner, by allowing the process 
of labor lo exert Its soflening influence upon the alreftdy 
mollified bones. The pains were, aod remained, veiy 
insignificant up to 10 jHC of the following day, wben the 
uterine contractions began to be very energetic Now the 
membranes could tw easily touched, oecause it waa possiUe 
to pass the forefinger to a considerable distance, the pobie 
bonee yielding to a riigfat preasnie with the finger. In two 
houra It WM poasible to recognise a vertex [Kvaentslion ; 
at 9 o'clock, p. H, the membranes burst, and the bead de- 
scended towards the outlet. At 11 o'clock P.M. the pains 
began to slacken, but were most effectually revived by 
a few doses of ergol^ so that the scalp began to Aow 
at the OS ext«rnum, koA wUls it advanced it coidd be 
easily remarked that the pelvic bwtes were driven i«Bn- 
der, BO much so that the distanoe between both (abaa 
ischite was now 3", while tbe same measured 1'' 6'" at 
the beginning of l^>or. Afler the head wm born, tlw 
bedy of the child was extracted by a hook inserted 
under the axilla. After the birth of the ehik) a bemoiiUsiu 
ensued, therefore the afterbirth was immediately removed ; 
the same ^>peared to bs adherent, but was taken away 
easily by passing the hand into the womb, whieh oonld 
now be readily accomplished, although it was impoaait^ to 
introduce the ft>reBnger on tee day before. The diihl was 
aljllbom; weight 6t pounds ; length 19"; long diameter (rf 
the bead, 4" 6" ; Iateraldiameter,3"2"'; diagonaldisfoeter 
5". The patient recovered soon, and left the hoqtital 
twelve days after her confinement. 

The Importance of the Poiilion on, Sneea oiuf SBtotai 
dnrmg Labor. By R. DoRBniFr. (TKsm. OiitBtn-, IdSa) 
— The indications for the position d la vaeh*, the aathor 
sums up as follows: — I. For the pucpoee <^ tunung, espe- 
cially in (hoee cases where ptrts of the fortns an tightly 
weijsed in the outlet of the pelvis, thus rendering the intro- 
duction of the hand difficult; or wben the pelvis is ve^ 
much inclined forwarda; when the fbetua is lightly Bai> 
rounded by the uterine walls ; in caeee of pendulous altdo- 
men : in those casea where tbe feet of the ftatna in a avm 

riition are very much directed fonrartia or sidewiTs; and 
ally, in stricture of the utenu. 2. For obstetric examina- 
tion, when the same is intended to expire the pohic 
region, the linsa innominata, or tbe os ooooygia ; eepeeially' 
in relroversio uteri and in untoward inclination of the pet- 
vis. 3. In foroeps operations, if tbe tame ia to be peribnned 
in pendulous ahdoinm, or in a portion of Uie head 
above the symphysis puliis. 4. For repositioK of prtia/fUBi 
funis. 6. In cases of partus [stsoox. Tbaae, and a l*'iS* 
number of other indicatiooa are reoomnteaded hj Dr. 
Domseiff. We have no doubt that under oertain euoum- 
stances, eq^edally those mentioned under Nos. 1 and 1, tlw 
advised pceitiou will be of use; but we muat oonfieeg that 
under most of the droiunstancea mentioned, the umal posi- 
tion will suffice. If we draw the attention d theprofeesioB 
to this pamphlet, it is principally for the bistorioal aitd lite- 
rary demrtment, whicn is very dabor«t«. 

Ott Omnumn StoUott. By £. Uum. (ite^£U^. f. 
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Gdntrtde. it. p. & J«o. l86a>— The Mthor renurtu tfaM 
tot ■latieticB of ibis opentioD would appeftr much more &- 
TonUe if the fiitol caaeg were not exclusively attributed to 
the opnation ilael^ iDumoob W many failures are not the 
result of the raigiMl mtejrierence, but rather owioe to after 
droumgtMioea, mdependeDt of the performanoe of bbe actioD 
ittelil The darken reeulting from Cnsareaii operation 
may be dtvided into Dscessary and aoeidentaL Among the 
1, 1. The U' ■ 



former a 



iQted, 1 



UjLBg open of the periUmeal 
UTity. Although tbia procedure is not ^Molutely fatal, it in- 
volves oert^ dangers, such as prolapee of intestines during 
the operation, incaroeratioBB of the same between the 
edges of the wound, and peritonitis 2. Hemorrhage. 3. 
Fonnation of abeoess. i. Abdominal rupture. The aoci- 
dental daogera are: 1. The leeion of the inferior uterine 
segment 2. A pre-eiisting cachexia oeleomalscia. 3. Se- 
verat diseiees of the sexual organs may influence the reeult 
of the operation. The best time for performing the opera- 
lion is when ibe pains hare been fairly developed, lo as to 
inaure a sufficient contraction of the uterus afterwards. 
With regard to the p ace where the cut ought to be per- 
formed. It is beat not to follow one rule in all instances. 
This depends a great deal upon the situation of the womb, 
in order to obtain a uontiguit^ between the abdonuDaJ and 
tlM uterine wound. The incision must be at least 5* long, 
SO as to render the extraction of the fcetus easy. 

With regard to the closing up of the wound, the value 
of the proposition to connect the wound in the uterus witii 
that in the abdominal wall is not yet sufficiently esta- 
blished. This point, however, is woruiy of further inquiry. 
It is irrational to administer o[»um in every case, because 
this drug very allien dieoks uterine oontrsctions. The 
external ^plication of ice is not always desirable. Its 
intdmat application is, however, very useful to check 
vomiting. If it should occur that the operation had to be 
repeated in a second pregnancy, the cut ought to run close 
by the Aiat cicatrix, because an adhesion between the 
womb and the abdominal wall has been very often ob- 
Bsrvod in eucoessfiit cases. 

Continued Ovulaiion dttrimg Prtfptanfy. F. W. Soitr- 
SOHi. (BtOr. •. O^niri^ A. OytuulaA, iv. p. 331, I860.) 
— Plbfeesor Scaneoni defends his theory of continued ovula- 
tion during the time of gestation against the remonstranoee 
of Dr. Kussmaul in the following manner: The rupture 
of the Graafian follicle, and the metamorphosis of the fol- 
licle into a corpus luteum, is the consequence of tbe men- 
atiual congestion of the ovary. It is evident from the ob- 
servations of Bisohoff, Euhlemann, Eiohstedt, and others, 
(hat the process of menstruation is not dways and not ne- 
cessarily followed by a rupture of the Graafian folLcIe, even 
when it ctmtaioa a mature ovum. If this be conceded, 
the question arises, whether there are not circumstances 
developed during, and some time after, gestation which are 
apt to hinder a rupture of the f<^icl& so tbat though a 
OMtain number of ovula be ntatured, their discharge from 
the fbllide is prevented. Toe author answers this question 
in the affirmative. The ovum, arrived at and growing in 
tlie cavity of the womb, causes here, as it did formerly for 
the ovary, a lasting oongestion and hypemmia. The cir- 
enlation, ^us altered, is very apt U> produce irritation, oon- 
geation, and hyperaemia of the ovary, but likely not strong 
anough to lead to a rupture of tiie follicle, partly because 
the ntems itself abeorbs to a great extent f<»' itself the vas- 
oular irritation, partly because the hif^y-developed vascu- 
kr system of the uterus very soon paralyses to a certain 
extent the congestion of the Qraafian follicle. Moreover, 
the softening of the ovarian stroms proves, perhaps, an 
impediment to the exudation inte the OrsaQMi follicle. 
^e oontinued congestion of the ovary during gestation is 
certainly apt to increase the thickness of the follicular wall, 
by which drourastsnce it3 rupture is rendered difficult 

The periodical appearance of menstrual molimina can be 
demonstrated in many pregnant women ; nor is s regular 
flooding of very rare occurrence during the time of peata- 
tion. Taking all tbeee fads together, it isemn evidenlf 



altlwu^ not demonstrable ad oculm, that ovnla are matured 
duriiw pr^nancy without a conaeoutive rupture of the 
Oraafiui fcuhidea. 



J^cporfs of ^otiriifs. 

NEW YORK MEDICAL AND SURGICAL SO- 
CIETY. 
Dr. Gio. WiuuB, Precudent, in the Cbsir. 
Jab. Ttb, 1860. 

DiSCnSBION ON DirBTBEBU. 

Dr. C. M. Aii.in, of Flushii^, related the histories of some 
cases of diphtheria which had lately come under his notice. 
About four weeks before he saw the first case : — A child 
about six years of age was seised wtlh an attack of wen- 
marked suppurative tonsiUtis, wUoh seemed to run ita 
ordinary course for about a week or tan days, during which 
time an abscess formed and discharged ; the swelling of the 
parts then began to subside. Two or three days subse- 
quent to this, the child was suddenly seized with croupy 
symptoms. On examining the throat it was found that the 
swelling of the tonsils bad returned, and at the location of 
the opening of the abscess there was discovered a large 
pateh of false membrane, which oovered the uvula, and ex- 
tended down into tlie pharynx as far as could be seen. 
The child was very mucn prostrated, nearly pulseless, and 
was evidently rapidly sinking. The usual iq>plioation of 
nitrate of silver to the parts, and the administration of sti- 
mulnata was resorted to, but in vain, for the child died 
exhausted wititin twelve hours from the appearance of the 
first bad symptom. 

Three days after tbiSj a younger child, in the same 
family, was attaoked with sore throat, whiofa preeented 
the ordinary ^ipearanoee of ulceration. In this case, bow- 
ever, none of tne symptoms of prostration were present, 
neither did any diphtheritic membrane show iteelf| and the 
child recovered. Nothing mote was seen of tlie disease for 
the next fortin(^t| when Dr. Bloodgood, the partner of Dr. 
All' ", was called to another case. He found the child very 
mnoh in the condition of the first ease, and learned that she 
had first complained of sore throat lo her mother three or 
days before. Various domestic remedies wwe resorted 



uvula, and all below the pharynx, as far as could be e , 

was covered with a thick darldsh yellow membrane. The 
oountenance was very pale, and wore a vei^ haggard 
expreesion; the pulse was very rapid and feeble; and 
there existed a marked croupy cou^ Nothing, however, 
onild save the child — it died the same evening. Eariy 
the morning following, a diild in the same family com- 
plained of sore throat, and Ik. B, was immediately 
sent for. The tonnls and surrounding parts were con- 
gested, but nothing more was viable. A gai^e of chk>rate 
of potash was preaoribed, and directions were left to feed 
up .the patient weL On seeing the case i^n in the 
evening be found an ulcerated spot about the siae of a q>lit 
pea on the left tonsil, to which he apphed nitrate of silver. 
Chlorate of potash was then ordered internally^ in addition 
te its use as a gargle. The next morning Dr. B. fouitd 
that the ulcer refarred to was larger than before, and there 
was also another of the same character on the tonsil of the 
opposite side. He applied the nitrate of diver •S*"',™ 
at the suggestion of Dr. AUin, hydrochloric add '^*~^ 
to the mixture of chlorate of potash, in the P.roif^.noea^^ 
drachm of the former to two of the latter, '".^"^'^i, tW!a 
water: of this a teaspoonfiJ wae pres^°*S, *. ad%» 
boom I MV th« osse with hi», ooutmoed vt. ^. »»y 
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or two after, utd found IbM. msmbrMie had form«d °p<"i 
the surfieea of the nkwre refi»i«d to. The whole roM c^ 
the mouth wh congealed, but the membraae mm coofined 
to the uTuls add parts immediately surrounding. The 
■trength of the patient did not seem to be much imiHured, 
the pulse being onlj 110, and we hadetrong hopes that the 
progresB of the disease might be aireeted. The nest daj, 
Dowerer, the child fell off in strength, and we discontinued 
the potuh mixtare, ordering instead, the tincture of the 
sesquichloride of iron, to be used both u an internal 
remedy and a local application- At the time referred to, a 
portion of the membrane became detached, and, on being 
removed bj the forceps, was found to be v&cj tough in con- 
wstence, \otj like the slough of a nitric acid issue in gene- 
ral appearance. Yeaterdaj morning (Friday) I called again 
to Gnd the patient suffering &om a croupy cough, while the 
surface of the throat, covered br the membrane, had 
increased very much in extent itie child became more 
and more [woatrated, and died at uz o'clock the same 
evening — ten hours after the first symptoms of laryngeal 
trouble showed themselvea. In neither of the two cases 
reported were post-mortem examinations made. 

Dr. AuuiH sUted that Dr. Vedder (of Flushing) had also 
met with this disease. One case occurred in a child 18 
months old, who sank rapidly and died in consequence of 
Um appearance of croupy symptoms following an ordinair 
sore throat. The treatment consisted in the internal ad- 
miniatration of the sesquichloride of iron and the local 
application of hydro^oric acid. A post-mortem examina- 
tion was made. The tongue, pharynx, and lining membrane 
' of the cesopbagua, down as far as the cardiac oriHce of the 
slomacb, was Tbuud covered with the characteristic mem- 
brane. It also formed a liaing for the larynx and tfacbea, 
extending as far into the lunge as tlie minuter divisions of 
the bronchial tubes. The hiugs, aside from this, were only 
moderately congested. He stated that Dr. Vedder was 
treatinr, at thai time, for diphtheria, a young girl 16 years of 
age, who was lyin^ at the point of death. A blister was 
api^ed in one of Dr. AUin's casea, but the abraded surface 
was not eovered with a diphtheritic membrane. In all the 
cases that recovered the convalescence was very mnch pro- 

Dr. A. a Post referred to a case of this disease in a 
' i, which proved fatal 
lie was attacked. Hi 
died a short time previous of tiie same disease. In both, 
the membrane made its first appearance npon fke ton- 
ails. • 

Dr. A. CiuiBK had seen, since a year ago last autumn, some- 
where betweensixteenand twenty cases of diphtheria. The 
oldestcose that he badseen prove fatal, waitbatolalady, 22 
ystn of a^ The oldest person that he had seen affected 
with the disease was not over 36 years of age. But a small 
number of post-mortem examioatiuns were made, but they 
were however sufficient to show a very great variety in the 
extent of the newly formed membrane. In some inatanoes 
it extended throughout the pharynx, lining the larynx and 
trachea, and going down as far as the bronchial tubes oould 
be conveniently opened, besides extending into the postA- 
rior nares. In one oase this membrane could be seen from 
tb« front plugging up [he nostrils. In other cases the 
larynx was not atallaffeoted, the diseased action being con- 
fined to the pharynx and oesophagus. On the other band, 
he bad found the deposit confined to the larynx only. In 
some of the cases where no post-mortem examinations had 
been made, immense tubes or bands of thick leathery mat- 
ter had been expeotoraled, but witliout being attended with 
any rehef in the laryngeal symptoms, except in two in- 
■tuoes, where recovenr took plaa«. In all the oases, so &r 
a« he had the means of^ knowing, the membrane was vinble 
upon some portion of the fauces, most commonly upon one 
of the tonsda, before any symptoms of dysfmcea showed 
themselves, and before there were evidences of the forma- 
tion of the duposit in any other part In nearly one half 
the cases in whiob &t«l rewhs had oocurmd, nich a stMe 



of things took place without dyspncea, bnt with a set of 
symptoms BtKh as he ootild hardly compare with tboee of 
any other disease. There was muscular force enough, yet 
there was a very marked feebleness of the pulse, whidi waa 
attended with blueness of the nails and lips. He tboagfat 
dwt it was a condition very apt to deceive a [riiysicdan who 
saw sodi a case fw the first time, and lead hmi to supposa 
that recovery might t^e {dace. In relation to the mode 
of invasion of this diKaae, Dr. C. steled that it had 
been exceedingly variaUe. I should think, oontiuued he, 
that JQ the cases that I have seen, the severity of the symp- 
toms of invasion have had some relataon to the age (A toe 
patient, being more severe in those that are older. I do 
not, however, wish to make this as a general statement, it 
only is the result cf a limited observation. In some chil- 
dren the ordinary symptoms of sore throat first present 
themselves, the membrane forme dowly, but the issue in 
such casee is hardly less fatal tban that cd others. In oAmt 
instances the invasion is very bridt, the patient has two or 
three chills in the course of the day whidi are followed by 
a fever and rapid pulse. In these the prc^rese has been 
pretty rwid, as near as general reoollectien will enable me 
to state, m>m four to seven days, while in the more insidiouB 
forma referred to the duration is a fortnight including the 
early illness. In those cases that recovwed the oonvalee* 
cence was very much protracted. In answer to a question 
from Dr. Post, he stated that he reooUeoted one case that 
lasted but three and a half days. 

Dr. McCtMADT next cited the following case : — A patient 
of his, a child, was first seized with the ordinary symptoms 
of sore throat. In the course of a day or two mem- 
brane showed itself upon the tonsils, but soon disappeared 
entirely, and everything pointed towards a recovery. After 
the lapse of about a week, however, membrane appeared in 
the nostrils, when the child became suddenly collapsed and 
died within twentv-four hours after. In that case it seemed 
that the disease disappeared from the tonsils and afterwards 
selected the o^stnls as its seat 

Dr. Clark stated that in one case be saw with Dr. Crane, 
death took place in a somewhat similar way. All the 
membranes had been discharged and the boy was regarded 
as fairly convalescent. I visited the case one morning about 
ten days after the severe symptoms and thought him doing 
well He was able to sit up a considerable portion of the 
day ; hia strength was increasing, and his fHends were 
encouraged. About two o'clock of the same day, Dr. 
Crane was sent for, and found the child pale and sinking; 
the pulse at times would be scarcely perceptible, then it 
would become more full, but the exhaustion was so extreme 
that the slightest movement, even rsising the head, would 
bring tm a fainting fit, I arrived in time to see the diiM 
breathe hie last His appearance at the time I saw him 
was that of a person dymg l^m internal hemorrfaaoe, and 
the history o( the fatal attack tended to strengthen ute sus- 
picion. No autopsy oould be obtained. In regard to treat- 
ment. Dr. Claric stated that when he first met the disease 
last autumn, the treatment was very varied and unsettled, 
and he was not satisfied with any method then in use. 
Seeing a statement that the Dnblin and Edinburgh phyai- 
cians were disposed to rely upon the muriated tincture of 
iron, he began to advise that remedy. He hod since bllen 
into the practice, now Kenerslly adopted here, vis ; euatain- 
ing the piatient by quinia, given freely the muriated tinctore 
of iron, wine, itc, and interfering but little with the mem- 
brane. He did not fav<K- the use of mercurials on account 
of their constitotional effect Bretonnean used them at 
first, but was forced to discontinue them for this reason. 
In reply to the question, whether he regarded diphtheria 
a difierent diseaeo from croup, Dr. Clark said that he did ; 
oiM difference was the frequent occurrence of an abandant 
exudation in the substance and upon the sur&oe of the 
membrane, and then the appearance of the membrane it- 
self, the border of the patch being surrounded by an in- 
tensely red margin, givmg it the appearuoe of a akngfa 
•bout to sepanta. 
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Dr. Bdck said he had seen paljente diti even after the 
BeparatioD of the membrane. Id relereace to treatroeDt, he 
Stated that Dr. Lindalay's great reliance in these eases wu 
mercuria! rumigatioiiH. He had seen recoveries under its 
use, and in one, particularly, it was continued day and night 
for ei^t days. The disease seemed to be kept in check 
during iU use, but any cessation in ite application vae fol- 
lowed by an aggravation of the most unpleasant symptams. 
and it wss not until the eighth day liiat the relief obtained 
TTae permanent, lite convalescence was gradual and pro- 
tracted. In this esse the exudation on the tonsils was 
recognised at the first visit, and within twenty-four hours 
after hoarsenera and laryngeal Bymptoms appeared. He 
was so favorably impressed with the value of this remedy 
that he advised its thorough triaL The (iiinigation was 
efiected b^ enveloping the child's head with a blanket, and 
then heating an iron bodv to a red heat, throwing upon it 
cinnabar, when the whole was passed under the blanket. 
When the child was very small it was neceieary that the 
attendant should ^so be subjected to the fliniigBtion. 

Dr. HcCbeaot said that be had seen a case with DrK 
P»rk«r and Van Buren which was auccessfiilly treated by 
the method of fumigatjon. 

Dr. lit. R. Woon remarked that Dr. Lindsley had used 
tbe cinnabar in fiimigatJon in croup for many years. He 
had himself tested its efficacy and could report favorably. 
Diphtheria, he continued, is a different disease from inflam- 
matory croup, being attended with more nervous prostra- 
tions, and the patient running rapidly into a typhoid condi- 
tion. It ia essentially a blood diseaae. Again, they differ 
in tbe location of the exudation ; in true croup it does not 
•Iwajs commence upon the &uces and extend into the 
Isrynxj but in diphtheria he had always first discovered the 
exudation in the fauces or upon the tonsils, and the laryn- 
geal symptoms supervened soon after. 



KEW YORK PATHOLOGICAL SOCIETT. 

Statkd MoTiHO, Mat 9lh, 1860. 

£. KsAOKOwmsB, U.D., Preadent, in the Chair. 

CAKC^tOUS DCOINBBATION OF LuMO. 

Dr. EcGENi Peuonet next presented a specimen of can- 
cerous defeneration of the lung, with a history, sa follows: 
Alexander Plunkett, (et. 28; born in Ireland; single; 
waiter; was admitted into BeQevue Hospital Jan. ISth, 
1860. No hereihtary tendency to phthisis or cancer. Pa- 
tient states that he had always been healthy until about four 
months ago, with the exception of a severe pain in right 
nde of chest, which has troubled him for the last eight years, 
and rendered his breattiinr difficult. About six months 
since, he first noticed a smaU lump on the left ude, about 
the level of the convexity of eighth rib, accompanied with an 
intermittent and lancinating pun, and dyspncca. At pre- 
sent, he is very much emaciated, having tLe cachectic ap- 
pearance of malignant disease, conmderable Isocuattng 
pain in left side, and dyspnoea, but no cough or expectora- 
tion. There is a large tumor on the convexity of tbe ribs of 
left side, extending from fifth to eighth rib, measuring about 
four incnes antero-posteriorly, having an elastic fteU The 
veins on the surface of the tumor are very much enlai^ed; 



right, the right half of the chest alone expanding in the 
inspiratory effort The vibration on right side ia distinct, 
indistinct on tbe left; resonance normal on right Mde, ac- 
companied with puerile respiration ; on left side marked 
dulneas, extending as hi^h as third rib anteriorly, and pos- 
teriorly as high as inferior angle of scapula. Besraratory 
murmur absent on left side, except over the roof of tu 



lung. Vocal resonance on left side wdistinct below the 
level of third rib. On passing an exploring needle into the 
tumor, it was found to be perfectly solid. Feb. 22d. 
Pulee 86, and weak; cough and sLght expsctoralion of 
mucus; mcreased dyspncea; dulness extends to the second 
rib anteriorly, and inline of scapula posteriorly. The heart 
is displaced to the right, the apex beating between the 6fth 
and wxth rib of right side, just bdow the nipple. Dr. Qark 
ordered diuretics to be given, accompanied with cotinter- 
irritatioD. Uarch IsL Dyspncea less marked; cough in- 
creased; dulness stationary ; physical signs Eame as before; 
diuretics and counter-irritation to be continued. March 6th, 
Pulse 98. The dubcas has descended to tbe level of the 
third rih anteriorly, and I inch below the spine of (he scapula 
post£rioriy; respiratory murmur more distinct at the root 
of lung. April 4th. Pulse 120. PaUent is failing rapidly. 
Dyspnoea well marked ; cough more severe at night ; appe- 
tite poor; tumor growing rapidly; marked cedemaof left 
side of face and arm: dulness extends to the clavicle ao(»^ 
riorly, and above the spine of scapula posteriorly, and 
there is a total absence of respiratory murmur on the left 
of the cheat; the liver Is slightly ooduUted to the feel, and 
extends downwards to within an inch of the untbilicua. 
April 6th. 6 A.M. he died. 

A utepty, eight hour» afler death. — lUgor morUs well marked. 
Brain not examined. Right lung normal ; alight serous 



Left lung was found to be degenerated into a cancerous 
mass, there being no trace of lung tissue left Tbe diseased 
lung communicated with the external tumor by means of the 
fifth, sixth, and seventh intercostal spaces. The ribs were 
intact The diaphragm was pushed downwards by the dis- 
eased mass; the liver was displaced, and in a drrhosed 
condition. The kidneys, spleen, pancreas, mesentery, 
stomach and intestines were healthy. The external tumor 
presented a broken-down ^pearance. On microscopic ex- 
amination of the specimen, it was found to contain a few 
cancer cells, pus, and broken-down granuUr matter. The 
specimen taken from the lung contained a greater abun- 
dance of cancer cells. 
The Society then adjourned. 



CoiCPKHSATIOH rOB MAKIHa AdTOPBIEB 70B CoRORBS. 

Tbe legal right of medical m«n to receive compensation for 

et-mortem examinations before coroneis, seems to have 
n estabhshed in this country in a case tried before Hon. 
Judge Elbs Lewis in 1844, in Lancaster County, Pa. Dr. 
Wa^ingtou L. Atlee, writing to the if «ij. ami >Sur?. ifcporfer, 
gives the history of that trial as followi: — "Having msAe 
BO autopsy, October l&4iL at the request of the Coroner, I 
presented a reasonable bill to the commisuouMS. In their 
desire to curtail expenses they ordered a lees amount to be 
paid, but as this was not an adequate remuneistion for the 
services rendered, I requested a reconsideration. This was 
granted, but without^ different result The amount the^ 
oQered was ^ven merely as a fovor, as the law, in their 
opinion, did not authorise them to pay anything. In order 
to test the rights of the profesMon, I instituted suit against 
the Board for the whole amount of the claim. The jury 
gave it in my favor. The opinion of Judge Lewis was' 
clear and pointed, and may be read in the Amoican Jonr> 
nal of Medical Sciences, Volume xiL, p. 538. I beliere 
this is the first lime this principle has been judicially settled. 
Immediately on the'refiisal of the Commismonerv to pay a 

Cper fee, I secured the signatures of the physicians of 
icaater to a paper agreeing to make no poeC-mortem 
examination for the Coroner under a fee of twen^ ddlan 
to each physidan. This, I believe, has been maintained in 
Lancaster County ever iiince, and as an autopsy sometimes 
requires the preeenoe of more than one phymcisn, a sin^ 
examination has cost the county as high as forty and sixty 
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GENERAL CORRESPONDENCE. 



DIPHTHERIA— ITS PATHOLOGT. 

(To tfat Edite of Uia Axnieia Unncu, Tuio.] 



Snt:— 

A recent number of the Britak arid Foreign Sfedim-Chi- 
rur^ical Rtmew eonlaine " Soim Remaria on Oit &ndemk 
Diph&eria of 1857-8," by Dr. BouUon Lagrange. He holds 
th»t we are newer the tnith in regarding the disease as one 
primtuilj constitutional, manifesting itself on the mucous 
membrane in the same way as the eruptive fe^■e^s are cha- 
racteriued by a rash. "Pathological anatomy," he Bays, 
" has demonstrated the Ugm'd Btat« of the blood, and me 
internal amgoHont which result from t/ii» condilion, and the 
asphyxia jlrodnced mecbanically by the false membranes in 
the air passages." 

This much then Dr. Lagrange believes is certainly known, 
and the knowledge " deprivti vs of the excuiefor employing 
heroic remedies." He concludes by coiling upon chemista 



ent stages of diphtheria, which ma^ be the sole means 
obtaining a knowledge of the morbid slate which certainly 
precedes the primary modification of this fluid, before (he 

Srofound alteration unavoidably entailed bj the enormous 
eposition of fibrine upon the mucous membrane. 

In mT opinion this amounts to just nothing at all. Let 
ns consider this statement. By the term Constitutional Dis- 
ease, we must, I suppose, understand a disease that invoU'ee, 
if not primarily at least es!«ntially, the blood; and Dr, La- 
grange so understands il, for he calls upon chemists and 
micromopists for information respecting the change which 
the bl nod undergoes in this disease. Fathological Anatomy, 
he adds, has demonstrated that the blood is liquefied, and 
that internal congestions result from this condition. 

Now, what do we understand by liq^uefnction of the blood 
constituting a disease that manifcals itself on the mucous 
membrane, i« the mme tvoy as the eruptive fevers are cha- 
racterized by a rash 7 Certainly such aliquefaction argues a 
decomposition of the blood, or of some constituent of the 
blood. The old writers gave to eruptive fevers the name 
"pti(r*A" becaoee of the Hquefled and ammoniacal condition 
of this fluid. These ferem are eminently asthenic, the blood 
is anlMtic in a greater or less degree, and congestiocs, pro- 
perly so called, do result from the conditions named. 

But is an enormous deposition of thoroughly orgnnizable 
"flbrine" an evidence of suchaliquefacljon? We answer, 
Hb. The liquebction of the blood in diphtheria is, in ita 
every chusclerisiic, the very opposite of that which occurs 
in die eruptive fevers, and this is proved b^ the nature of 
the " eongettkmt " which occur in diphtheria. If the term 
hgptrcmiia expresses the nature of these " congestions," we 
have them with a vengeance. 

To sum up this matter briefly, the cases of diphtheria 
that I have seen have been intenselv inflammatory, due 
certainly to liquefaction in the blood, but an intelligible 
bquefaction; the liquefaction of something that is known, 
Til., the plastic element of the blood as it is called, albumen. 
Now, wr, inflammation is essentially this very liquefection. 
Fibrine, properly so caDed, is liquefied into what was once 
called " rarefied fllrrmej" but which modern writers caD the 
bk0t«ma, and which is, both in diphtheria and other dis- 
•asee, nothing more than dissolved fibrine. Id other words, 
this disease- consists, essentially, in a rapid metamor- 
jjhofu of tbe plsBtic elementof the blood, »nd a correspond- 
ing exudation of tbe blastema upon the laryngeal mucous 
membrane ; hence the enormons deposition of "fUirine," and 
hence, also, the excuse for heroic remedies, if any excuse is 
needed. Diphthma, as I have seen it, is so much of a blood 
dieeaae, that it might almost be termed inflammation of the 
blood. If we ever cure tiiis disease, we do so by rendering 



. degree, " optoffic,* 



the blood " ii 
by "garbles 

Blkm Bock, Jolr, 18M. 



id this cannot be effected 
iteraally," but by antiphlogistics. 



NOVEL TREATMENT OF INFANTILB 

CONVULSIONS— PERMANENT PARALYSIS OF 

THE OPTIC NERVE FROM INJURY. 

n'o tl» Edllor of lb* AjmnAn UmiCAL Turn.) 

Sir: 

The American Medical Association, during ita recent 
session at New Hav«n, were invited to visit Trumbull Gal- 
lery, and examine the paintings of the Bevolutionary Aniat, 

who, to borrow the language of his epitaph, " gave his 
sword and pencil to his country." 

In the '' Avtofnography, Reminuctnei*, and Lettert of 
J<jm TrumbTiU," whose works have given name and fame to 
this CoUectionof Art, are recorded two incidentaof remark- 
able interest to the Medical Profession. 

" I was bom at Lebanon on the 6th of Jnne, 1756 — tbe 
youngest child of these parents; and soon aftec my birtli 
was attacked by coDvuUve fita, which recurred daily, 
and several times each day, increasbg in violence 
and frequency until I was nearly nine monllu oW, — the 
cause was hidden from the madical men of the Tidntty, — 
when one of my father's e*rl^ friends, Dr, Terty of B«f- 
fietd, who had become an eminent physician, called acci- 
dentally to make him a passing visit, and was requeeted to 
look at the unhappy child. Be immediately [«onouDGed 
the disease to be caused by compression of the brain, show- 
ing my parents how the l>one8 of the skuU, instead of unit- 
ing in the several sutures, and fonning a smooth surlace, 
had slipped over each otlier, forming sensible ridgea on tbe 
head, by which means the brain, not having room to 
expand, convulsions followed. 'Can the child be relieved f 
was the anxious question. 'Nothing but the untiring cai« 
of the mother can effect a cure, and this can be done only 
by applying her hands to the bead of the child daily, and 
many times a day, and gently and carefblly drawing them 
apart. If the bunes do not ahxady adhere loo strongly, it 
is possible that by this means they may be aeparatea, and 
reduced to their proper junction in the sutures. If this had 
been attended to at tbe birth it would have been easy; 
now, it is barely pc.<sible. Uedicine is useless,. and if rehef 
cannot be obiained by this method I know no other ; and 
the poor child must either die early, or if he should live, 
become an idiot' My mother followed this prescription 
with unremitted care ; by degiees favorable symptoms 
began to appeal' — the paioxysms of eonvulMon recurr«d 
less and less irequentlv, until at about three yeais old, the 
natural form of the head was restored, and they ceased 
entirety. Thus, by the kindneM of Divine Providence in 
making known the cause of the disease, and by the affec- 
■ of my mother, a life was snatched fixim early 
vrhich has been prolonged to the unusual age of 
eighty- five years." — Pt^^et 3 and 4. 

The treatment above described might be useful when tbe 
fontanelles prematurely close, from which cause, it has been 
recently stated, convulsions result. 

In another portion of the autobiography CoL Trumbull 
writes — "At the age of four or five an accident befell me of 
a serious nature. After my recovery from my early sick- 
ness I became the favorite plaything of my two sietersj 
who were more tlian ten years my seniors. A door 
opened from their bed-room upon a flight of stairs, leading 
direct to the cround floor, without a landing. I was fro- 
licking with thim in this room witii all the gaiety of young 
and newly acquired health; the door was unfortunately 
open, and in my race I plunged heodlongdown the slaira. 
I was taken up insensible — my forehead, over the left eye, 
severely bruised^ but I soon recovered, and although for 
some time I squmted with the left eye, no other evil was 
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■lupected, uatii severkl yem Kfler, when bappening to AM 

' ' "I could I */ s 

, ... /'ojured, 

Tered enureij' ita external ^pearance, yet 



■lupected, uatii severkl years afler, when happening 
Uie richt eve, I found I could not we. The optii 
must uave been eeverelj injured, for altboush the ey 



for although the eye reco- 



il the aee of eighty-five he writes, " Should my long hfe 
be etni fuTUier prolonged I tnist that they" — referring to a 
aeries of revolutionary paintinn which witliin a few yean 
he had commenced, and five of which he had finiabed — 
"win all be completed, and tliej will remaia a legacy to 
posterity." Bia eye was not dim nor hia natjinl force 
abated. Notwithstanding hia life abounded in verr severe 
trials and nnuHual vicissiUides, he lived to the age of eighty- 



, EXECUTION OP HICKS. 

[TatkiHttorgrtke 



ou-Tixia] 

Sir-. — Ae there is a difieT«nce of opinion aa to the cause 
of death, at almost every execution, by hanging, I take the 
libertj to sabmit the following obitervalions, to use as you 
think proper. 

Having lat«1y met with the assertion of Ur. Sonth, that 
in persons executed by hanging thrre is almost invariably 
fikcture <rf' the os hyoidea, I determined to lake advan- 
tage o! the ant opportunity to t«et its truth. 

Last week I wituMsed the execution of the pirate Hicks, 
bein^ *o placed that I could watch closely the whole pro- 
ceeding. Whan the weight fdl he was not dVawn np sud- 
denly or with a jerk, as 1 anerwards ascertained, owing Co 
tbn weight striking two or three rounds of the ladder, 
Iwealdng them in its descent. The knot fell upon the side 
of Ae bead just above the ear, without q>ecial pressure upon 
any part of tbe spinal column ; there was slight muscular 
spasm continuing for ten mianteA, when there was a dis- 
<Hict but not violeat convoisive movement of the legs and 
arms so far as the oonl binding them would permit Would 
not a fivctore or ditlootion, pHeeing upon the sfHoal cord 
with snfficieBt fotoe to cause death, have produced eviier 
nraljais of the motor ncarvee? I am inctined to think that 
fracture of the ^liae is rather tbe exception than tbe general 
nde in death by hangiDg— aad that death ia the conse- 
quernee of suffocstioo aocompanied by diafdaoemeol or frac- 
tnre <rf'lhis booe of the throat. 

The oe hyoides is placed josl bdow th« chin, being one 
petDtof aUMhBent for almost an the muades of the UiToat 
«Bi|rioysd in awaUowing and breathing, aa wall as the 
toagaa^ naintaimng the calibre of the tube thraigh which 
tbe air pMsea to the lunps. In hanging tbe greatest etreas 
of the rope Gdls immediately upon this bone, diapkeing or 
&BCtoring it. thua blocking up the passage for tbe ur, and 
dislodging the attachment from which the muscles of req>i- 
ralim aoL 

Upon examining (be neck after death the body of the bone 
■was fonnd to have been forced upwards and backwards, 
•pparenCly almost touohinK the fmane — aeparated at least an 
inch from tbe t^rotd cartilage intioh remained in its natu- 
ral poaitioa — thnscompletety occluding the larytix. In this 
nMeesanfy hurried examinatioa I could not determine 
whether the bone was or waa not fractured. 

Tbe practical beating of this would be: — in cases of acci- 
dental naaging, after cutting the person down, we should 
first of aD asc^tain [f this passage ia free | if not, an open- 
ing could be made below the thyroid cwtilaee to allow the 
air admMon to tbe hmga, to facilitate the dTorts at resua- 
titatisn ofibt TioiaB. Toors truly, 

WM. nntBT cnrBCH. 
■vrT<M,#alr,IMI. 



CORRECTION. 

[Ts tb* KdKor of Ita 



TAnlbmiuiTnrM.] 



Snt :— In reading the proceedings of ihe Amarioan Me- 
dical Aaeociation in tlie Timt* of July 7, I see that you give 
Dr. Shalluck of Boston, the credit of introducing the rwcf 
htiiofu on the part of the Committee of the Association. 
ThisdoeaDr.Blatchford, of Troy, injustice, as hewasChair- 
raan of that Committee, and msoe the report, and e^ecially 
as they were the only resolutions adopted for the benefit of 
medifil proerew in an edueettonary point of view. Tniat- 
ing you will make the correction, 

I remain one of that Conauttee, and 
Yonrs reqieetfelly, 

W)f. BROmB, MM. 
Dnaon, tnlj U, IBKL 



THE LATS JOSEPH HERZKA, HJ). 

Dr. Joseph Hibua was born in Ilungary in the-yeir I8U. 
Hie father being a small shopkeeper, he waa destined for 
Ihe same buainees. But having higher aims, though be 
Qould obtain no assistance fix>m hit poor parents, he rewlved 
to obtain a classical education by bli own exertion. At 
twelve years of age we find him at the Latin school in 
Preaeburg, Hungarv, an indefatigable student, oblaininc tbe 
scanty means of subaifllence by inalructing leas talented and 
industrious schoohnatcB. Having passed through a coUest- 
at« course, he commenced studying medicine, in 1843, at the 
TJoiTeraitvof Tienna,and became a favorite pupil of ProC I. 
Scoda. When, in 1846, tbe Revolution pervaded Europe, 
be flunghimself without reserve upon the bosom of the 
atorm. Being a powerful writer as well aa a ready and popu- 
lar speaker, his influence for the popular cause waa great. 
After tbe auhjugatJon of Vienna, Ctetober 1848, ha managed 
to reach Hungary, but Field-Uarahal Windisgrats sweep* 
ing everything before him, and Dr. Heraka bemg unwilling 
to desert his post, he was surrounded by tbe Austriani, 
He made an almost romantic escape, in tbe dead of the win* 
ter, 1849, through Poland and Qermany to France, Not 
being permitted to stay in Paris, he came in Ihe fall of 1849 
l« New Orleans, and the aubsequent year to New York. 
In 1652 he was, for a few montiis, an assistant physician at 
iheQuaranline HiMpiUl, BCatcn Island. He then settled as 
apractisingphy^cianinTDtnDkinsville,Slalen Island, where 
he remained until three weeks before his death. In 1662 
be edited, with Dr. W. von Roth (since dead) and B. 
Erscko wither, a medical journal in Oerman, which ealer- 
prise waa abandoned after one year's existence. The same 
vear he married an American lady, who survives him. 
Personally be did not become intimately acquunled with 
many medical men, the seclusioit on Staten Uland making 
it dimcult to keep up frequent intercourse with the profes- 
sion of tbe metropolis. Although engaged in ezlenaive 
practice, he never neglected the culUvation of his favorite 
science. Notwithstanding his health declined visibly dur- 
ing tbe last three year^ he laid out for himself lar-reachii^ 
Suns of original investigatioik. TheNew Yoke JonaaALOv 
liMcun, af last year, bears testimony to the industry, in- 
genoity, and originality of his disquisitions relative to the 
physicai causes of the reniratory sounds aad the voice. He 
bu cert^y demolisbed the universally received theory 
respecting tlie physical condi^ons which produce the veai- 
cular reqtiratory murmur. His own theory seems to bear 
the test of sound physical laws, and even if it should be 
shown to be erroneous, will always mark its author as a bcJd 
and independent thinker and a dextcrtrus experimenter. 
Self-reliance and —x acutdy crilkal mind, rdying upon no 
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authority, were the main chracUristics of his loeDtal cotuti- 
tulion ; and if we odd to th^ an inderatigable industry 
the medical DTofesaloQ luu certainly reason to deplore the 
early loM otBo gifted a member. He died May 23, 1860, 
m tiuB ci^, from taberculodB of the lunga and the larynx 
at the age of forty yeara. 



Eltiiital flthrs. 



The New Tork Medioal Colleoe, it ia rumored, ia about 
to b« reoTganiaed with an sliDoet entirely n«w faculty. 

The Loko iMtiVO Gialeoe Hogpn'AL, Brooklyn, closed ita 
first seasion'on (he 24th inst, having twenty graduaifH in a 
class of upwards of siitv matriculants. The exercises con* 
tasted of an address by Dr. T. L. Mason on the part of the 
tni8l«es; a valedictory to the daas by Prof. Atrvnn Flirt, 
on the part of the faculty ; and an address by Dr. MoB- 
KISOH on the part of tha graduatJDg class. The firet session 
of Uiifl school has proved highly aattsfsctory to the trusteea, 
aod augurs ita permanent success. The following are the 
names of the graduates : 

Arthur Du Bttfoeau, New Y<xk; Samuel Jackson Morri- 
son, Virginia: Chas. C. Gordon, Florida; Luclen Demain- 
Tille, New York; Eihnund Lynch, Brooklyn; Qeorge B. 
White, Kentucky; Oeo^ L. Kirby, North Carolina; Jas. 
Webb, Maine; PhDo C. Pease, New York ; Paul A. Barrier, 
North Carolina; Chas. O'Leary, Gncinnati- Btenhen P, 
Burdick, Iowa; Nemie* Cole, Ohio ; Rufus King Browne, 
New York- John Steudder, India: Wm. J. McMahon, 
Alabama ; Fowler Prentice, Brooklyn ; RufiiB A. Shim- 
cock, North Curolina; Emile J. Sabalj George Henry, Ca- 
nada; Atexander McDu^ald, North Carolina. 

AssikTAMT Surgeon A. M, FaunUeroy has been ordered to 
report, on the 16lh insL at Carlisle Barracks, Pa., for duty 
as far as Port Leavenworth with the recruits about to be 
sent to New Mexico j thence to proceed to Fort Laramie, 
N. T. and reliece Agsistant Surgeon E. W. Johns. 

Noicra Carolina has a Board of Medical Exammers 
appointed bv the Qovcrnor, whose duty it is to examine 
all persona desiring to practise medicine in that State, and 

rwtt licenses to ^oae whom they find qualified. No one 
allowed to assume the duties of a physician in that State 
who is not Hcensed by this body. The following gende- 
meu were recently licensed: 

Drs. L. P. Warren, Edenton ; W. A. filonnt, Washing- 
ton ; J.T. McCombs, Charlotte; J. W. Shinn, Rowan ; W. 
W. UcKjniie, Salisbun ; L. W. Robinson, Sampson ; W. 
A. Dunn Wake; H. H. Harris, Wake; J. H, Leary, Ber- 
tJe; R B. Petway, Edgecombe; W. H. LiUy, Richmond; 
3. W. McQee, Kenansnlle; W. D. Somere, New Hanover; 
P. P. de St. ClAir, New Hanover ; C. O. Cox, Onslow ; Q. 
N. Ennett, Onslow; D. W. Shaw, Moore. 

A CASI was tried last Saturday in the Court of Common 
Pleas, in which a riding-master brought an action agunat 
Mr. Hacon, of Hackney, alleging that this gentleman bad 
not treated him properly (or an injury to the hip. It ap- 
peared that the plaintiff had a fall, suffered great pain for 
some tune $Star about the hip, and after aome months the 
limb became shortened from the effects of chronic arthritis. 
Mr. Qoain thought the patient ought to have been kept at 
rest from the first. Mr. Canton supported the same view; 
but Mr. Paget and Mr. Pollock thought Mr. Hacon had 
pursued a proper coarse of treatment, and that keeping the 
patient in bed, considering his aee, would have been im- 
proper. The foQowing remarks of Lord Chief Justice Erie 
are of great importance. He atiid: — "The real question' b 
not whether Mr. Herring was cured. It is the most in- 
tensely pernicious mistake, to think, that an action would 
He against a Medical roan, because he does not cure his 
patient in every complaint. All that be is bound to do is, 
to have competent still, and to use it to the best of his 
judgment when he has done that, he has done his duty ; 
ana he ia not liaUe for any oonsequences which enaae, 



which may be utt«Hy beyond the control of man. Accord- 
ing to the exceeilingly valuable evidence whicA has beeo 
given in favor of Mr Hacon, when he attended this man he 
bronght to bear upon his esse a considerable degree OT 
skill; and a tfiseaae supervened for which he is no more 
responsible than I am. If you are all of that opinion, a 
verdict will be taken (or the d^endant; which seems td> 
me most satisfactory." 

A verdict was then taken for the defendant We con- 
gratulate Mr. Haeoti, and the profession generally, that law 
and justice for once went hand in hand. — iftdiod TVmet 
and Otaetle. 

METEOBOLOOT AHD KEOROLOaT OF IKE WESK DT fSI OKt 
Mb OOtUITT OF HEW TORE, 
nm Uu 14lb dif or Jnlf to tbe tM Air of Jolr, IWL 
2)Bott*.— Men, 81 ; women, 65; boys, 178; girla, 172. To- 
tal, 496. Adults, 146; 7outhB,18; chi]dren,332. Malee,259; 
females, 237. Colored persona, & Fi-om acute disease, 291 ; 
chronic disease, 150 ; and violent causes, 35. 278 infiuila died 
under two year* of age. Among the oatnes of death we 
notice from apoplexy, 6 ; congestion of brain, 14 ; cho- 
lera, 2; cliolera mlantuni, UK; chdera mofbts, 9; infan- 
tile convulsions^ 27; croup, 3; diphtberite, 4; diarrhieft, 
20; dysentery, 5; scarlet fever, 18 ; measles, 2; small-pox, 
2 ; inflammation of bowels, 2, of brain, 12, of lunga, 12 ; 
consumption, 47; dropsy in the head, 18; infitntile raaraa- 
mus, 37 ; debility, 12. Classificalioo : Brain and nervous 
system, 92; respiratory, 87; and digestive 206. 
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Beiubks ow TBI Weatbbb.— IStb. Fine with light wind 
tiD evening. 16*0. Sntoy shoiwer afternoon and tiigfat. 
17th. Fine and dry. ISlh. Snitry, putial solar edipae A.H. 
Temperature three degree* bwer In oonaequence. 19th. 
Very sultry, li^C rain 10 1.11. aoth. Clear and hot, a btil- 
Uact planetary meiteor crossed the boriEon ftwn west ta 
east at a great altitude at 9}, r.M. 21st Variable light rais 
at 10 A.IL and 4 p.m., gale at night 

The mean temperature of the vreek wm about ten do- - 
rreea hi^wr than that of tha previous ona, and ita hvon- 
dity also moch greater. The increase of mortality waeM; 
._. „ — j,__ ._ ., .. 1. organs, «3; aa4 that of 
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iBnj^nn, MaJMu, Dr. nooiM, kdf^Mt I r.M. 
On Hhtru, BitgVT, Dc. Pwkvi Mf-put 1 Mi. 
OnraaAUno HnrruL, Dn. et^hawog h Oantah, 1 : 
ilTB iHniHAaT, OpintloDS, II ■. 
Om Uomr^t, U*lMiM. Dr. Sttom, teVjMt 1 r.> 
BU.UTDC, 8011*7, ^- Bwra, kdfnM I F.a. 
Hiv You AoiDDiT or Ibman, B r.H. 
I OnfTBiLMiB HnpTTiL, Dn, Sttplmwa A OWfUh, 1 
' " — "esrnti, BntMV, Dr. Watooa, MT-un 1 pji. 
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CLINICAL UBCTURE ON BROPST. 
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Tns occurrence in onr w»rda, at the present time, of seveml 
cases illustrating the leading forms of dropaic&l effb^on 
fiimishes an opportunity which I propose to improve, of 
studying this morbid eonditioa in connexion with bedside 
obserration. I need hardly say to yoa that dropsy is 
always a mere symptom, and that we should always feel 
called upon to endeavor to ascertain apon what it depends. 
Bat though only a symptom, it is often one which asBietsus 
matenally in oar diagnosis, and not unfreqnently one which 
aggrerates other symptoms, and whi^ it is, hence, very im- 
portant to remove, if possible. It is eometimeB one dt the 
earliest indications of disease, and at otber times only ap- 
pears when disease has made great progress. 

I have had the opportunity, within a few dayi of direct- 
ing your attention to five cases which affbrd us fflintrationi 
of three leading forms of dropsy, and I propose now to 
glance at these cases in comparison and in contrast with 
each other, and shall confine my remarks chiefly to the 
direct cause of the etfiision in the different caseii, the differ- 
ent points at which the efliision more commonly makes its 
appearance, and the gener^ pnnciples of treatment as mo- 
dified by the different causes. I have, I beheve, already 
called your attention more or less in detui to all these cases, 
and shall therefore now only review their leading points, 
and especially those which bear upon the plan which I have 
marked ont for m^lf. We have also an interesting case 
of extensire effusion into the pericardhim stiU under treat- 
ment, and nearly well, and one or more caSea of pleuritic 
effu^on ; but I prefer to reserve remarks on these tor some 
fature occasion. 

In two of these five cases, the dropsy is connected with 
disease of tbetieartor of thelarge vessels; 
cases of abdominal dropsy or ascites, and th* 
renal dropsy. 

The first of the cases dependent npon disease of the 
heart or large vesielsis that of ayoung man, 22 years of age, 
who was attacked with rbeumatjsra while at sea about four 
Tears ago, by which he was confined to his bed ten weeks, 
and unable to attend to his duties for as much longer time 
afterwards. About one year alter this he was attacked 
with hcemop^sis, an indication in his case that there was 
congestion of the lungs, which doubtless depended upon 
disease of the mitral valve, evidence of the eiistenee of 
■which, at the present time, is fVirntahed by the fact that there 
is a loud munnur with the first sound of the heart, loudest 
at the apex. There is also evidence of hyperlrophy of the 
heart, and he was suffering soon after be came mto the 
hospital with severe dy^noea, depending upon congestion 
of the lungs. The dropsy only appeared a few weeks ago, 
BO that we have it in the present case as one of the lateat 
symptoms. 

Let us now glance at the seat of the effusion in these 
different forms of dropsy and the order in which it affects 
different parts, and e^)ecially as modified by the particular 
cause in each variety. In dropsy dependingopon affection of 
the left side of the neart, the swelfing connnences, I believe, 
invariably in the lower extremities, the parts most distant 
from the centre of circulation being those which experience 
the efiect of the diminished power of the central organ, 
There are other causes entering into the production of Ihis 
fomn of drop^ to which I shall allude further on. Of this 
■we have a specimen in the case of the patient with 
mitral dtseasejust alluded to, whom yoi) hare bad an oppor- 
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tnnity of examining. In othercaaea, and thcMfotv a verj 
much amalier proportiao, we have the oedema oommeno- 
ing about tbe chest and ia the upper extremities, and at 
first, at least, oonfin«d to theee parts — and theae are cases 
in which the diseaea is eonfioed to the right side of the 
heart or large vessels — aitd of this you have an iaataiiM in 
the ptUieRt, a Oerman, 66 years of ag«, a farmer by ooott- 
pBlicm, theparticalatsofwluch 1 have aeveral tiateapwittl 
out, who, in addicioa to extensivB e£isioa int« his lower 
eztreiaitiea, hw cedema of the arms, and eepeowUy of the 
dOTsal surJBce of the hands, which vm at &«t eonfinad ta 
the dorsal part of the right band. In tliis case, ther« ia 
also fulness of the veins on the right side of the neck and 
at top of the stenaaM, hot no pulaaliaa in then. In 
this case, aa I have already mentioned to too, I oan dia- 
COTW no physirad ragna of disease of the heart itaetf^ and 
suppose the cedema of the upper extremitiei to be owing 
to some cause intericring with the retur& c<f the bloed t* 
the right side of tbe heart, probably actns morbid growlb, 
as a tumor, either aneuristnal or of some oUkt kintL Thb 
point I do not propose to diacnaa at preaent, and only allnde 
to the oasa as an iUaatratJoa of one and mttitr rare nodt- 
fication of dropsical effusion. Waeaoa,.in hia admirable 
work on the Fraotice of PbysK, (jivea an mtHnstag eaae 
of this form of drop^. 

In renal dropsy, we have no special caosa, as in cardiac 
disease, why the efiiinon should comoieDoe at the ^trenu> 
tiea of the body, though it not ucfraquantly doea oomviaae 
there, aa it seema to have done in the case of albuminana 
now under onr obeervatimi ; but ws find it in abooa oae 
half the cases commeneing in the&oe, produong puSiDeas of 
the &oe, and <rften of tbe eyelid& The sorotum la another 
pointat whioh the patient often diaoo vers the first indkation 
of drt^ioal effusion in albuminuria, and atterwarda in the 
extremities, and still later in the abdouKn, and often, but 
slightly, into the abdomen, even after tbe scrotum aoi 
lower extremities have become very much distended. Tba 
late Dr. Todd, of Loudon, remarks that a common ordor ii 
the sorotum, eydids, lace, ^len the lower extremitMs^ and 
finally, tiie upper extromitiee. In some cases, tbe &oa ia 
but very slignUy affected, while, in other casea, its dietenaion 
by fluid gives a obaiacleriatic appearance to the jAyMeg- 
nomy of the pattent 

In abdominal dropsy or ascitea, the awning ooanuences 
in the abdomen, ana is often conflnad to it for a long time, 
thm part being sonaetimes enofmou^ disteoded with but 
little alfeotion of tbe legs and feet Thie Sam cAen cornea 
on so Insidiously -that patieBls are only made awareof it by 
finding their dolfaes tn^ter over those parts. We AouM 
expeet no other aeat er eihsiMi in (bis case vimum r» 
member, what I beKeve we may state lo bo uniMcsally 
and invariably true, that when the efinsion oommenoes in tbe 
abdomin^ cavity, the oanse must be sought for within that 
eavity, and nownere else. 

We win next locA at the causes more directly actiag to 



produce dropsical effusion under tliese 
stances. The leading causes acting in cardiac dropsy are, 
1. Weakness of the heart itself, and consequent inability 
to propel the blood with sufficient fbroe to loach iJw ex* 
bemities; 2. In advanced esses, a watetr eonditioa of 
the Mood, which tends to favor tbe ssu^tion of sectim 
which takes place ; but, 3. The most efficient caose Is 
obstruction to the natural conree of the oircolalien in (ha 
heart itself, produced by diseaee of ita valves. We have 
an additional obstacle to the flow of Uood, arising fioH 
the conseetion of the Inuf^ in the ooe case and of the 
liver in the other, to whioh these valvnlar disnssoi are so ttft 
to give rise. A£ theee eaoaes must therefore b« taken into 
eonsideraticA in the eelection of mesne fat tbe rcsDOTal tit 
the dropMcal eflHisiovi. 

In by far tbe most eotnnxm form of abdomina* drri|]^, 
that dependent nponciRhosiB,w«hMva, in the t*"°^"*^ 
dition of the liver produced by that disease in ^ the*"*"* 
state, a constant and nnsormoun table obstade to 
circulation, and hence, in most oaaea, iiicwr* 
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nil Mnditkin of the Mrer prerenta, ftt the mne tnoe, and 
for tba Bune resMKi, the entrwiee of diuretka into the 
tnraulatioti throngli the liver, so that tbej ue prsTsntMl 
from Teaching the kidneTS 1^ that nnte at least, and we 
thus have not otilT a permanent eauM of dropsj, bat a 
mechanical obstade to the introdoctioii, through this 
dtaond, of the ordina^ remedlea naed to recBore it 
Other famw of diaeaae of the liver Bometimea give riae to 
&K>p»y, but mocb leee freqaentlj tkan cirrhosB, md to a 
nradi more Umited extent. EolargeaieDt of the afdeen ia 
enppoMd to prodnoe tbe same e&ct, bot statiatioa ahew 
diat this ia very rarely a caase of dropsical effaaoa to anj 
mcrtced degree. 

Ia one of tli« euea of aKitee tiMown joti,'we have great 
<KateiuaoD of the abdomen, and in oouneiion with a cauae 
which we And it difflontt to ^ipredate. Ton will remem- 
ber it aa the oaae of a aailor, 26 retra of age, who entered 
the hospital for the first dme in October of laat j«k, with 
abondaiit efKHion into tbe abdomen, and abo oedema of 
dte lower extremities, and who was sufitring from malarial 
cachexia oontracted at Aspinwall, upon tbe aiwmic state 
prodnoed bj wiuch tbe dropsical eOMon waa at first aiB>- 
poaed to depend. Under the influenoe of rest in the 
boifiital, and the use oT chalybeates, tbe sdema of the 
feet and ancles disappeu^ but the aaciteB remaioed with- 
out much efaange----diurettos prodneed little or no eSixt, 
sod it WH not until after tbe free nae of elateiiuBL that ha 
waa ao hr reeved as to retom to his oecupatton aa a 
Htk>r. A aeooDd vojage to A^inwall broneht on another 
attack of aKites, for whidi he waa treated nere, but with 
what remediee I have not asoert«ined. Be went again t« 
A^inwaU, and on the SOth of June entered tbe hospital 
with a third attack of aacites, when he came a seoond time 
under ray care. His genersl health seems to be but Utile 
affboted, there is tittle or no anaoiadon, his pulse is nearij 
natural, be is free from paroxrsns of fever, aod seems to 
snffbr from litHe except tbe effiision into the cavi^ of the 
iMomen. Moderate enbrgement of the spleen ean b« 
ftdt DOW, as it oonld be in October laat, but no enlargement 
of tbe liTsr can be detected, nor is there much enlai^ement 
of the epigaatric veins, as we so neoallj find in advanced 
owe of cirrtiosiB. To what must we attribute the dropai- 
cal efiiiMoa in this case? The liver and ^leen preaenl no 
evidenoa of diseaee aufBcient to aocoont for such an effect. 
The fact Ibat tbe disease hsa akeadj disappeared twice, 
would seem to disoauntertanae tbo id(* that we have a 
ease of dnfaoBL while the reoirmioe tf the eOnaen for a 
third tine, eaen time after exposure to malarial poison, 
wodM seem to point to some connexion between these 
as ransn and eCsct Uay m not attribute the effusion in 
this ease to ooogeation or sahamte inSammation of the serous 
knii^ of tbe abdomen, which baa pslieved ita^ by the 
affiisKin, M we see in tbe pleura, pericardium, etc? ihavc 
seen such an effect follow this causa in one other case, or 
at leMt hare seen efiusion into tbe abdomen follow ex- 
posure to malaria. 

In the Mntaining of the three forms of dr<^7, of which 
oor oaaea foniish an illustration, the renal, we have a 
diseased state cf the kidney^ themselves, as the immediate 
agent in its production, ami acting more or less decidedly 
in prvmotiug effusion according to tiieir diSerent pattio- 
h^^wsl eondkioDs. In tbe acute form, with enlarged kid- 
ney, tbe obMnictioo to the normal action of tbe omn ia 
greater than in tbe contracted or gouty kidney, and nence 
we nmally bnve a larger amixmt <A dropeical effusion than 
HI tba latter, even though the condition of the paUent may 
be more annmie than in tbe fcnoor. But in this, as in 
other diaesMB, we sometimes have a watery state of the 
blood ooBtiibutin^ its share hi the droptscal effusi<Hi, and 
also, as complicating nearly, if not quite half of the oaiei^ 
Msne form of organic disease of bear^ which may 
add to tbe anraunt of affii^n in one or mora of the ways 
sbMdy albded ta 

In the diagnoaia of the three forms of dropsy to which 
onrremattoinTe been more particularly confined. In connex- 



ion with the cases in our wards, the seat of tbe effuaon 
may be considered as pathognomonic of at least the scat 
of the hflion in one form, that of aeciles, in whicb we 
always seek the cause within the cavity rf the abdomen 
itself; and it is, in a certain gxnportion c^ other oaaea, an 
important auxiliary, aa in tbcae cases of slbtuninuha in 
which the swelling commences in Ibe face. Indeed, there 
is something ao i^iaractenstic in tbe doughy and auKmie 
expression of tbe countenance, with distended cheeks and 
pufty eyelids, that we see, in some oases (rf'Brigfat's disease, 
tbat we can hardly hil at once to recognise the nature of 
tbe lesion. Ferttm we are dao safe in saying that when 
the effusion is confined to tbe appa part of tbe body and 
upper extremitiea, the seat of UouUe is in tbe right side of 
the heart, or the vessels leading to it. 

When the swelling commenoea in tha extremitieaj an 
examination of the physical condition of the heart, wiQ 
enable as to say whether the cause i^ the drop^ is in tbat 
organ. If no oauae for it ia found there, we next examine 
tbe urine for albumen, by means of both heat and nitjie 
acid, and detwmine by its presence or absence, whether it 
is or ia not a case of r^ial disease. If there are no 
physical si^ of ^seaae of the heart or of the large vessel^ 
and there is no albumen in the urine in a case in which the 
effuMon is confined to the cellular tissue of tbe lower ex- 
tremities, we b«ve good reason lor attributing tbe trouble 
either to an exhauMed stato of the ^atem, or to a watery 
condition of the Mood, or to these two causes ftcting 
together. 

The three emnuctoriea npon which we depend for tbe 
removal of dropsical aocnmolatioiu are the akin, the bowela, 
and the kidneys, and we direct our remediea to one or more 
of these organs, according as we find them in a more w 
lees favorable condition for their action. 

In oardiao dropaj, the kidneys and the boveh are the 
organs upon which w* should most naturally depend for 
tbe removal of the accumulation, and hence tbe frequent 
resort to certain fonua of diuretic remediea and purgativea 
•0 common among practitioners — and in cODsequeoce of the 
tendency to coiweetion of the liver in some forms of car- 
diac disMse, we nnd it important often either to act decidedly 
upon the liver from time to time by means of some mercn- 
nal pui^alive, or to combine a mercurial in nnaller doses 
with our diuretics, so as to produce an alter^ti^ 
dene in tbat combination bo lone in use aa to be 
a classical preBcription, that of Dr. Baillie, of London, < 
■iatins of e<iual parts, one ^. e*ch, of catomel, squilb, atid 
digitalis. This latter article owes its introductioa into 
this oombination to its supposed effect in retarding tbe cir- 
culation, and thus diminishing the frequency of Uie pulse, 
upon which its diuretic properties are said to depend. This 
pill, with the Blight modifiution of the substitution of tbe 
blue pill for calomel, our patient with extensive cndeaxM of 
the lower extxemitMS, and with marked preponderaince of 
effusion in the right hand, bag been taking for nercnl 
days and with some apparent benefit; but it baa affected 
the bowela so much within a day or two that we b*va 
concluded to suMiend it, and return to the acetate of potash 
and infhsicn of buchu, which he had been before tnlring 
The quantity of urine passed by this man, during tirenty- 
four hours, has ranged from mxteen ounces to twentj^mir 
ounces during the last ten da^s, and bad veaterdaiy readied 
thirty ounces, while to-day it ia marked as low as eight 
ounces. This low figure must not, of course, ba taken for 
tbe whole amount of urine passed during twentgr-^n*' 
bcurs, and certainly not as a representative of tbe mmount 
of fiuid which hie passed from (lis svstem, because tbe &«e 
operation of the pill upon the bowela has carried off* much 
fluid in that way, and has also prevented the coUeotion of 
tbe urine for measurement. 

In the slighter cases of catdiac dropsy, i 
bent position, and tbe use of means to relieve c 
when they occur, wilt often be sufficient to remove tlhe efiii- 
Bion, even without the aid of diuretics, or with some ttf tbe 
milder ones. This has been the a' ' ' ' 
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wards with mitral disease, whose dropeical efiudon, which 
waa well marked when he first aDt«rad, disappeared alter a 
Tew days, onder the Dse of the neans (drj cup[»ii^, etc.) 
for the relief of t^e coogeetioa of the lungs from which he 
was saSeriDg when he came to tbe boepitkl, tod the aoetate 
of potash and totbaioa of backu sa a dnireUc. 

Dr. Golding Bird divided diuretics iato two general 
claaaes, the speciflc, or thooe wMdt act upon the kidneTS 
by merelf stimulating tbem to tncieaaed action, witboat 
increasing tlw quantilf of aaiiia in the nnae ; and the 
chemkal or alterative, which at the same time that theT 
promote fhe di*diarg« (rf urine, tavor certain changes whico 
are constantly taking i^Bce in the systetn, and thus increase 
the amount of Bohd abmenla in tfaat fluid, and act as true 
depurant?. Under the former bead belong squills, turpen- 
tine, copaiva, juniper, etc; under the latter, the alkalies 
hhI tbttT caAonates, and more particularly their com- 
UnationB with vegetable acids, as the acetates, tartratee, 
and ctbratea of sods and potMh. Both of these classes 
of diuretics are used in cwdiac disease; bnt I regret to 
say with doubtful soccees, as are all the remedies ad- 
dressed to the kidneys in dropsy dependent i^Kin TsiTnlar 
or other obetructions of the heart and large vessels. More 
dependence is ueaally to be placed upon means aaed to re- 
lieve congestioiiB, and to control tlie aotioD of tbe heart, 
and keep op the tone of the system. 

In aecttee dependent upon ciniioeif of the liver, diuretics 
«fibnl little or no chance of relief for the two-fold reason 
that they cannot pass throngb the liver, and hence are de^ 
prived of one very important route for reaching the Hd- 
noys, and that if they could readi them through this chan- 
nel, they would be inadequate to the relief of this Hymptom, 
became it depends upon a permanent, mechanical cause — 
and even if the accumulatjon were lemoved, it would con- 
■tantly reom- from this csnae. The woman whose case 
forms one of onr fist psiises, on an average, only about 
twelve ounces of urine in twenty-four boors, and the quan- 
tity of effiision into the abdomen has remained with little 
change since last February, when she was admitted into 
tbe bo^iial, notwithstanding she has been nsiDg some form 
<^ ifinretia all of the time. In thsee OMes, the state of the 
nuootts membrane of the stomach and bowels is usably 
aoeh as to fartiid tbe use <rf active porgativee, while the 
geMi^ ooodition, whiofa ■ c<»nmoDly much below the 
standard of health, forbids the use of remedies which will 
deplete the systein, or interfere with its nutrition, Iwould 
■ay, howerw, that one oare of supposed weU-mariied 
ciirbodi, in a man under the ease of one of my coUeagnes 
m the boqiital, hat year, in whom Uie eftWon readied 
soch an extent at one time as to require tapping for relief 
of argent Bymptoms produced by oietcneion of the abdo- 
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li dooms pslients with confirmed ctrrhoMS 
•OMtanl downward tendency, thoogti often at quite a dow 
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The cue of oor otfaer patient with efifiuion mto the 
sbdonwn, and to a mncb greater extent than In the chw 
jost ^teken o^ and which w» have lappoaed to depend 
opon some other «mhb than oirrbosis, and to be connected 
in omne way with malarial mfloanee, diffsrs from this in 
•evet^ respect!. Among tbe point* of (Hfierenoe mav be 
mentioDed the recurrenee of theefftiiion Ibr the third time. 



sflTect of remedies. l%e quantity <^ urine whieh, when 
flnt nsasared, seventeen days ago, amounted to wxteeo 
ounces in twenty-four honm, now mailted at six^ ounoas' 
daring (he last twenty-four houra. He baa been taking the 
aeeWWe of potash and infusion of bochn, until the past iSsw 
dajr^ when tlie oempoend dleretic deooction of tbe ho^iital 
consisting of squills, senega, juniper berries, and sweet 
gpinU of nitre, was sobatiiatsd, rince whieh the quantity 



of nrine has inffleaeed frtmi fbrty~sight to sixty onnces ia 
twenty-four hours. His bowels have been loose (or a part 
of the lime siuoe he entered the boqiital, and he has t^^ 
no remedy to act Bpou tham for the removal of the efliision. 
Fou will remember that en his first attack, the free Mlion 
at elateriam was the only remedy whioh seemed to raadi 
his difficulty. I oould remark, m passing, that in other 
inttancsB within a few days there baa been an inoreaae in 
the qnantity of nrine dia^arged after a chuim from the 
acetate of potadi and infbison of buchu to toe diuredo 
just mentioned. You will notice that this decoction con- 
UiDs articles whioh come under Dr. Bird's first head, that 
of special diuretios, articles which stimulate the kidneys 
without prodncing any ^»ecial change in the quantity of tne 
urine psned. 

In renal dropsy, espeeiaUy in acate eases, in whicdt the 
effusion depends almost wholly upon the congeeted or 
otherwise uteved staU of the kidneys tbemadvee, diuretics 
mast be sparingly need, if used at all, and we mnat dmpead 
tor the removal of the dropsical accumulation upon tbe 
skin and the bowels ; and ot late ^ears, we have been in 
tbe hatat of directing our remedies mostly to the dcin. 
This. is done by mesne of diapbcretics internally, such as 
qMritua mindereri, in aombinatiou with ipecac or tartrate of 
potarfi and antimony, unless fc»Udden by irritability of the 
stomach, as sometimes occurs, either with or without a 
small proportion of sweet siHriU of nitre, and the hot air 
bath externally. This bath is given by means of a very 
sinqile apparatus, conaiating of so uprignt and a horietntd 
tin nd>e, about three iachee in diameter, joined at right 
anries, mm! arranged at a proper height for introduction 
nnder the bed-clothee, through which is made to pass a 
Bttesm of heated air by means of an alcoholic lamp be- 
neath it This apparatus, by the way. is used for other 
purpoees, such as oases (^' ooU^ne, ana is so simple In its 
conetniction, and so chei^ in its cost, and at the same time 
■o efficient, that I should recoounend practitioners to 
provide tbeiMelvee with one. This is administered three 
times a dvv, for about twenty minutes each time, with tlw 
effect usually of can^g the patient to perspire very &«elf . 
Under the use of this means alone, the kidneys will soow- 
limes begin to set at onoe, and in a few davs, the effect 
upon the dropsiesl swellings will be very maraed. I havv 
known tbe quantity of nrine increased* from a few otmces 
([sixteen ounce* in one eme)ap to over a hundred ounoes 
in twenly-feur honrs. You would probaWy hardly 
anticipate that a rranedy acting so directly upon tbe 
eutaneone surface wouM prove so [Mverful a diuretic — but 
suohis the fact. And how does it produce this result? 
Doubtkas by relieving the ctmgestion of the kidneys, and 
thus Miabling them to Ksuaae their functions^ which the 
oongestion Iwd before prevented 

The same indication is fiiL&Ued by depletion over the 
region of tbe kidneys by means of au|>s or leeches in 
recent eases, and when there is fetaile excitement. In the 
cases received into the hoepit^ we more frequently use 
dry cnps; and both here and in private practioa, I 
am in the habit of applying a sliong mustard pwiltice over 
the himbar ngion several Unwa in (he course of tbe day, 
iaA keqdng £at part well covered the rest of the tima bf 
a wann ^oUient poullioe. 

Cteinioas respecting the use cf duvetics in albuminuria, have 
nndergone mote or lees change with the incseaacA luww- 
ledge of thepathdogy of the disease, and may be now said to 
be mdsrgoing another modiGoation. Before tbe conges- 
tive and occsNOBally inBammatory dwraoter of the Immc 
were reoognised, diuretics of difTerent kinds were freely 
used, snd often the principal remedies depended on. 
When tlie sUte of the kidney, whioh now exists in the 
acute cases, was reoognised, the use of diuretics of every 
kind was strictly forbidden ; and about this tJme, the 
present prevailing mode of treating the disease by diapho- 
retics, and especidly by the hot-air balb,wa«broug'itrQrwar4 
by Dr. Osborne, in a work on the subject, '!^\'^^^^\ 
wards was inaugurated aa die treatment,'"^ °" »i(i.»,.tJ 
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by tba late Dr. Swatt, then om of its s ta n di n g plvMoiMM, 
k jVtcedenM which it haa ratatBed aver ainoe. It ia a iael 
atKOM tnl««at in eonoexioo with tha hiatory of the 
UMrapautiosofthiaafieationDf the kidneja, Id our hoifntal 



iutradoMd b7 the lat* Dr. Wotbavapoon, afWwarda «f (be 
aimr, tbea K^dent phynoiaii of tha bioepital, aod with a 
Mmiirn «C eueoew which was thought to juotiry its ahnoat 
nniveraal naa; and I h»*« raonUl; be«D iDforsoed bj a 
■wdioal friend ia exteaBve pnctioe in k naighboripg citj, 
tW be BtiU tMata bia eaaaa of thia diaeaae in tbia waf . 
Thk &cti« nudared the moM intereating by the oireuin- 
atanoe that mercury ia now cousidered bj many writ^M ao 
a tbia diaeMe, that we ar« cautioned agaioat its 



The milder Ibnn at dkneiioa »n sow 
albuviuBna, aacfa as tha aoetBt«^ bi-tartral«, dtrale, and 
aunetiakes the nitrate of potaafa, eilber with or without 
the Bweet ^irita oi nitre, and probahlj act aa aoxiliaiieH in 
aOBe cMM. The muriated tinotuie aud other preparatione 
•f iroQ, which are ao urgently indioted in uMat li>rma of 
aUmmiiuina, to reinoTe or modif; that mM'btd oondi- 
tioQ of the blood ao in(iii>at«lj oonnecled wilii the ]m)duo- 
Utti of the diaaaae, may asaiit in aoae nuaauie m remoT- 
sag the aaroua efiuaioas which take ^aoe, by improving the 
conditjtm of the blood, and Ihua atding '' "— — ' 



nenl,<tf thein. that dropmr ia but a aynqrtoBi, lod yau wij 
obaecva that i bava ocmnned myaelf to tlM atudy of it ii 
thia U^l, without attcmptiag to touch upon the many other 
inqwrtant ptHota ooonecMd with tha caeea which I bare 
prciCBtad to jo«, nor even upon ita therapeulica to mtav 
t^n a Ihnitea eztaot. Tike atudy of different diuretka 
■ad of their node of c^jeration, would fiimiah materia lor 
at leMt another leotuie, while the coneideration of other 
mnini naed for the ralief of dropay, auch aa taping, mo- 
fuw^ure, iDoiBona, bandaging, eta, would require bum 
tiaaa than we oan now devote to it. The autjiect of 
ilbtuniaiiria eepeeial^, is one of great intenal, and I ahalt 
bofe on Booie future oocaaioD to direct your attention 
mar* pwtioolarly to ita pathology and ita tnatanent, 4n 
' owithaaaeaoflhediBeaaa,whicbourwardaaeldoin 
It to ua, and oflen to a o«nadwable axtant. 



Oumiini. — We oncerely regret, aays 
the Ohio ited. and Barg. Jtmrwi, to learn that the princi- 

Str not the only, boapital leaoarcee of oar frtenda of tlie 
nteid Uedteal College, have been wreated frmn them 
and awarded to the faomaatmthitta. For a number of 
years our friend Profeaaw Wrtwr has ocotipied the post of 
nhystoiaii and ■urg«on to the county iDfirniary arid city 
bOBpital of that place, to which hie aervioea have been piven 
grktultowdy, Kecendy he wae superseded by the appoint- 
nent of the profeaaor of anrgery in the Cleveland ^mcBO- 
pathio OoHcgA We snppoae the Utter will occupy the 
phtce till iome apeoloua repreeentative of apkitnafaao^ or 
some later edition of humbni^ery, soperaedea him. It fa 
not at all lilcely that the city coanell of that dty wfH veiy 
aoMi award it to my o«e not the reprasentstJve of some 
fbnn tjf'lHmibuggtB y. 

BuMaa'i HnsuT. — The whole numbw of Seamen ad- 
mitted during thfl past year, wa« 1,104. IheK remained 
on the laat day of 1858, 132; nuking a total on,336, who 
were under treatment durinf the yeai 1858. 

Tiiere wen discharged, cured, . . . 010 
" " " relieved, . . ill 

" " " by requeal, . 27 

" " " (fiod, . . . 64 

Total number discharged, .... 1,112 
— ilq»ort/wia59. 
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FRACTDBE OCCURRING IN PRIVATE PBAC- ' 
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WRH ffMRVAtMin VPOII VtUmBR. 

BT DAVID P. SUITE, AM., UJ>. 



FsAcTirRi or tb> Claticle. 
SavES caaes of &aclure of the clavicle have ooine mtdei my 
notice. Of theae, three occurring in men, were attended 
with very marked di^tacemenL In the oaae of theae three 
I used the " utj'^^ter for fractured claviole," invented by J. 
CrawforiL U.D., and manufactured by Or. A Watkiu. 
One, in tnree weeks, had firm union without the 



of the appa 
days, and returned 
under twelve yeara of age, and were euily managed by 
very aimple dreasinn. Is the lost one I used nothing bid 
adheaive atraps. They retained their place well, and, 
altbou^ ^pUed to a very imruly child, fiirniihed k cue 
without any deformity. 

The "adjuster" used in three most difficult cases ia 
certunly a very perfect iustrumeut, and ^plied with cat* 
and iudgment cannot fail of being productive tS the beat 
results. Its ooraparative expense does not appear great 
wben we reflect uiat it ia of great use in aome nctutea of 
die humerus. 

FRACTOBKa or ru HtrucKiis. 

£l«ven oaaea of fractura <^ tha bwnMaa hat« Ulen te 
me. Of theae, twoweraof (he Hbaftof the boos joM afeova 
ila middle third ; three near the middle; ODe, ■■ near a* 
oouU be aaoettaiaed, at or near the anatomical ueek, and 
fire of the condyle*. Tbe following are the enlj eaaaa ia 
this ooUection worthy of apeoial note : — 

Com 1.— March Ist, 1864. Saw an em^oyti on tb 

H and S i Bailroad who had austamed a Beverc 

eomponnd fracture of the right forearm. Both radiua and 
ulna were fractured, and tlirougfa a large n^wed wooad 
the finger could eaeily explore the ands of tM liactared 
booea. No kiose fragments could be diaoevered, kdA en 
extension being made, and the bones being placed in their 
proper position, warmth returned to tlie hutd, and « dighl 
tliriU to the arteries. As (be elbow joint waa mniiMared, 
and as the man waa only twenty yean of age, the rami- 
dable nature of the injury did not a{>pear to me to impe- 
ratively demand (he removal of the bmb. In this Tiew «f 
the case I was fiiUy Euatained by Dr. BeeeiL Tbe liaab 
being carefully adjusted on a firm q>lint he was plecwl in a 
quiet room with a good wattter, and ander tha infliMnoe 
of a lar^ doee of opium paaacd a qniet night; The DSKt 
day the limh swelled immoderately, and bia polae b 



and [ 



aigna of gangrene. Perfect quiet waa c^jMBed; 



thrown up, which brought eway large quantities cA blacUak 
teeee, but all to no affect His ddaium inoreaaed to nch 
an extent that it was impoaaUe to prevecit the gratiiiB of 
the bones on each other ; tha pupiis <rf his ^«9 wete 
Btrongly oontraoted and maenaibie to li^b Hia pwtae 
became weaker and weaktc until it oeaaed sltogetbcr, and 
about eight bouts afUr he expir ed — ^fo ur days aod a half 
after thaacddenL 
In reviewing this case the foUowtu floodakiona are 
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forced upon me. The man died from nerroiia iiritation 
and loss of blood, which I foaad had been allowed to flow 
from him for four or fire boon before I ww him. I erred 
in not immediatelj amputating tlie limb. He miffhl bave 
died erea then, bat atill be woold have had man autuxot 
recovery. 

Owe 2.— Feb. 19, 1854. Saw Mr. , who bad just 

snatained an oblique Fracture of the humerus jnat below the 
insertkm of the deltoid. The muscoUr contradiona of the 
limb were quite extniHiJiDaij, and forbode uj attempt to 
set tiie fracture until strong extenuoa and oouoter-eztension 
had been made for some time so aa to tiro the muscleg. 
As I was obliged to bind on the aplints t^j Eirmlj', I pro- 
bably pressed Hk inner splint too high into the axiUa; for 
when, four weeks an<T, I removed the splints the ano wm 
oompletely paralysed. Rubbing and rotary moveoienta of 
the arm, however, in one week overcame the difGcolty, and 
when I laat saw liim he was lifting a barrel of flour. 

CbM 3. I was called. to see Hiss for a supposed 

ifmin of the upper ann at or just below iuaertion of del- 
toid. There were all the indubitable marks of fracture to 
be ibond vzcept depitoa. Indeed the bone could be bent 
•Imoat to a r^ht anele at that point. On inquiry 1 found 
that four mondia before she had fidlen, and, asberphyBiciaa 
told her, severely injured the arm; the existence of frso- 
lure, however, was not suspected. In about three weeks 
aba regained the power of using the ann ; but noticed that 
when ^e played on the piano-forte her hand would some- 
times fly further than she intended. About ■ month alter 
that ahe fell down stairs, alter which, for a few days, her 
arm was powerfess. She then began to use it again imper- 
fecUy. PinaUy, while on a visit in Brooklyn, N. T., she feU 
again, injuring the ann. Two or three days aA«r this she 
came to Springfield, when I immediately discovered the 
Iractare. The history of the case, and the absence of cre- 
pitns, made it evident that the fi«ctm« occmred at tlie first 
accident, and that there was great danger of a false joint 
In o):der to prevent all motion of the arm I used tJie " ad- 
juster for fractured dariole," already spoken of. This held 
the htnueruB perfectly motionless throughout its whole 
length, allowing her to rise up or lie down without die 
HligbtOEt sign ofmotion at tbe seat of fracture. TJnioa be- 
oame quite firm at the end ot four weeks. She tiien 
returned borne. In, I believe, about two and a half months 
from the time of their application, she threw aside the 
aphnli and had full use of the arm. About one year after 
this, while in Burlington, Tt., she again broke tLe arm at 
the same point She reeovervd from this slowly ; but uoioB 
finally became finn. I should, in a similar case, I think, 
adopt the jiaa of Piot Hamilton, and dress the arm in the 
exteoded poaitioB. 
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Besides the fraotores of the lower end of the radius, 
whieb I will mention bneaHer, I have bad ei^t oases of 
fraotwe of the forearm. Three tmly ot these were complete 
fractBrei of both bones. Fire were well marked examples 
of btsU bones ; two of which required a good deal of tone 
to Miai^taa. One ot the last wse a (raoture of one bone, 
■Old while the noion was imperfect the patient received a 
•eveie blow inon the same arm, which bent the other bone 
so audi that I was obliged to put the boy under the influ- 
euoa of tbioroSorm- and use great force before I could 
Btcaigfaten it, 

I have treated nine cases of CcJles's fracture of lower 
esdef radiua. I know of none mere apt to be followed by 
aonoyaDoe to the patient, and unmerited blame to the sur- 
geOB. The ooawlioaUons that are so apt to ooour can, in 
my expaiieaoe, be prevented by no human ekilL Says 
Dr.UoU — " iYaotarae of the radiua within two incfan of lite 
wnriit) when treated by the most eminent surgeons, are of 
▼cry difficult maoagwient so as to avoid all deformity ; 
indeed more or less deformity may occur under the treat- 
ment of the nost emment Burge«ma, and more or less im- 



foBow for a longer or shorter time. fiven-wheB t 
firactnre is well cured, aa anterior prominence at the wristj 
or new ft will sometimsB reetdt from swdfing of die sMt 
paria," SayeanotherdletingaMwdsai^eoi^— "Astbeah^ 
MHmoB of noAasor Hott cmncides wtlh my own ehawe^i 
wms, both hi itorope and in due m^, as wvlaswMhmany 
of onr most disdngiikbed torgioal auOioride^ I TeatoM to 
hope that it may asnst in removiiq; aome of the greundlHa 
and ill-«ierited afipersiOTis which srs oeoasiendly thrawa a> 
the members of our ptofiMaon by the ignorant ordeagn- 
ing." Says Professor HamiltoB — " Fifty examplee of einqite 
fraCtme near the lower end of the radius hare ftwnished ne 
oaees Of non-nnion, nor indeed do I renmnber ever to have 
seen the union delayed; yet ofilT sntteen are | 
known to have left no penseptMe deformi , 
about the joint ; it is probaUe, however, that the nnmber 
of perfbMresuHi might be extended to twenty." 

Of die nme esses treated by myself five at the end of 
four months were peiftolly cored, two of them mvtii ear> 
her, no Mlflhefla or defotrnitf of thb remaining torn being 
' ' a yomg lad, wbere ttie diariac«* 
aa con^ieated t^ the fbnn^on of 



i byt 



This, which I anspeot aroee fiom the irntation of Ifae poiiMed 
extremity of the i^per fimnent which, at the time of the 
aoddent^ neariy penetratod (he aBin, retirded the reeovery 
sMBowhat; bnteiriit monlheaftet the inijn^no impa M i tn t 
of the fimetimis m the limb was oboervabn; the only de- 
formity to be fbnnd npon a very careM ezenrinetion im« s 
IUiUproiiimtntjte/tk»itgbidproctm«filt«^iiiia. TbeOree 
remMDing eases oansed me mwA anuoyaaoe and trodDlft 
One of them oceoning in a very fleshy- person, altfaongh 
nnitai^ without detcnnity, reedted in great rigidity of tbe 
fingers, whidi required a year's perseverance to overcome. 
There were also pieeMit very severe pain SBd s ot o nesa aria- 
ing from the stretching of the radkr^Aoar and tbe inlerMl 
lateral tigBnients. Bet Utile nse wse made of epKnts, -and 
they were early dBpensed with, and every efiigrt wee made, 
by steaify peraeveranoe in passnre motios and by the ne of 
enMlbeiite, t» remove ti>e aliOheas ot tbe fingers. Now, 
bro yean since the aceldent, there ia a very Uttfa etififaesa. 
and at times a good deal of pain abo«t the intamal UMrai 



Another ease occoiring in a fbeble womaa, was ch»> 
NCteriied by siuih great and persistent dribrmity, that cotH 
nderable force was required to rednoe and keep in jdaoe 
tbe fragmeote. She reooVMed nry good n>e of faaoa ahd 
fingers in about two months. The only defornu^ waa ■ 
permanent tndination of the hand to tbe nlner nde. 

Another ease, whiiA oooomd in Nov. 36, 1866, waa the 
worst of the nine. I was oalled to it in tbe evening on ae- 
ommt of the abSBUoe of the lady's oostemary nwdicar attend- 
Mit, ThedefcHmaty waa(Aiaraoteristie,aBdtheexisteDee«fa 
fractnre three qotftere of an indi from tbe lower end of the 
radios exModing obbqady downwards and forwards wse 
beyond qnestion. I dressed the limb in the ma&Ber reeom- 
nended by B. W. 8mi&, of Defalm. Ast aa I wse leavinr 
the honse my sanction was tAxi Sat the applicatiaa « 
arnica. Tbe next day I visited ber twicei The day aAer, 
thanksgiving day, Ivieitedher in themonnig; fonnd every* 
thing 90 ■0DifaTtaU&. tbM she wished te cross the street to 
visit a neighbormg famrilr in the aftenoon; gsive her ■per- 
missian so to do ; raised the upper wp^at every thing qr- 
peared as it riionld. The next memmg I was cdled upoa 
vHy eai^ to visit her, and foond tbe arm badly swoUen to 
the shoulder, and covered by an eryaipelatoos eruption. I 
immediately removed aH sptets and bandages, placed the 
lirab npon a piHow and covered it with clothe wet with 
solution of morphine. Internally I directed the ezhibitiMi 
of Btimnlanta, There was a doubt in my mind » to whe- 
thew this inflammalaon was pure erysipelas anamg from 
constitutional cauaeti, or whether it was not o" . • "P^^Ec 
character, arising from an over use <tf the •'^I^ "" 
doubt I stated to the patient and her fr" ' 



"^oogtr 



78 



MOFFATT ON MTBOTOMY. 



■altatioa wm hinted ftt. Not dreaming of vay blune at- 
ta^ung to- mjielf, mm! feeling no henlatiOD ae to Ihp proper 
tioatBtent to be pursued, I continoed wiUi the entire re- 
^KMMibilitj of tbe cue. The eryapela* (Mumed the phleg- 
monoiMfonn- MKlsinattoQUectioaeofiaatMrlbnBed around 
tka roota of uie fingen. A pati^ of blistered sarface i^KUi 
tbe bade of tlie foreum required cosaderftble time and 
palaanee to heal ; but at Ibe end of about aeven weeks I 
Bfiiwrt attfndiinfip aA«r denriog that paanve motion of the 
wrat and fittgere should be penerered in. Then, aad not 
tiH then, I teamed that my treatment had bem eererelv 
eritknaed, and thai tbe ocenneitce of tJie erTS^idaa, which 
M Ant I was at a lorn to Meoiint for, so suddenly and tef 
nHj at ita onnet, vu attriboted to tight bandagiDg. Tbe 
Gngert irera stiEF from fibrinoos effasioos into the sheaths of 
the tendons, aad the charaoteriatic deformity, which I had 
pndieted, when I was foroed to leave oET the baadafes and 
splinta, wu present, and that was etwngk The patient 
vuhsd Bostan and reportad upon her return, that some 
BVfeon sud diat the arm was a tjrjinfi shame to me, or 
words to that effect It is said that, a year or nwre after 
mj attendance, tUa same patient, while aaflering fram the 
doaMe infttclion of a serere sprain of the aolde, aad a 
homoeopathic practitioner, had another attack of erynpelB& 
nie i^nts used in this case warn broad; the back- 
oorred ^nt extending from the elbow to the end (tf the 
Bngeis, and the palmar s^nt extending only to the wrist. 
Tfa«T w«ie oarefntly padded and held m {daoe by a roller 
banosge outside of ererylhing, so tlnri. circular ctHUtriction 
of the arm was simply imposttble, Every preoept laid 
down by B. W. 8mit&, in his work on fraotwee about the 
jdnts, was carefelly and sorapulonslj complied with. They 
were not tigbtly ap^ed. I have endeavorad to lay before 
Ibe pro fe a w on a plau etatament of this ease, for I consider 
that it is of mora importanoe to report bad csae* than 
tbe more fortanate. I need enter into no argument to show 
kow omel and uninat were tbe aspernons ciat upon me. 
I prefer to leave the pnrfessiond rrader to draw tiis own 
OOwduAons from the plain statement of the case. I wiU 
quote a very mnilar caae from " HamilUm on Fractures:" 
"Charles Stratton, a healtby nnd temperate laborer, nt. 36, 
fi^ forwards from a wagon, Nov. 22^ 1664, striking up<»i 
the palm of his hand and breaking hie radios a little more 
than one inch above the joint. I found the lower fragment 
diaplaoed backwards, and it was easily reduced bj pressure 
in tbe oppodte direction. The fore part of the wnst being 
qmte tender to preanre, tbe tplint was ^>p)ied to tbe dor- 
sal sm&oeof tbe forearm; the BpKnt waa pistol-ihaned, and 
tbe snrface which was ^>p!ied to tbe arm was padded wilb 
care ; it was secured in its ;daoe by a few light turns of a 
roller, and laid across the body in a sling. Tbe arm wsa 
seen by me on each of the succeeding seven days, and on 
tbe tfatrd. SHix, and seventh days, tbe splint was removed 
eompletely ; hut en this last day an erynpelatous inflamma- 
tion had oomtueaoed in tbe neigfabortiood of the wnst 
The ^lint aod roUer were, thereftH*, not ro-apphed, hot 
the limb WBi lud upon a broad board, curiiioneo and co- 
vered wiA oiled silk, and cool wat«r irrigations were 
directed. The inflammation soon subsided, bat tbe s[^Bt 
was never resumed, as tbe fragments were fonnd to stay in 
ptaoe perfectlv without its ud. At the end of five weeks 
nnion seemea to be consummated ; and one rear later the 
bone wss found to be pecfeotly straight, yet Ine wrist-joint 
and tbe finger joints remained Btit^ so mucb ao that he was 
nnable to perform any kbor. The etiBbess waa, however, 
gradually disappearing ; whQe all swelling and ttiMlemegs 
Bsd long ceased." 

IiAUDANim w Weak Tibioh op tub AoEn. — Profesdor 

Nascar, of Naples, gaye that in case of aged persoDs whose 
right is becoming enfeebled and requires the aid of convex 
giMses, great advantage is derived, supposing no nervous 
fesion exists, fi^m painting every evening the eyelids and 
brow with laudanum, and allowing this to remain on all 
night — Mtdieat Timti and Gazette. '■ 



A CA8B OF 
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nramuENCT Of VMIOAI OALOcun amomo bkamkh. 
BY T. CLABK80N MOFFATT, M.D., 
■BmBn nnucui to laa uahai'i ■aiaait, *■ t- 
Tbi operataon of fitbotoro^ baa become ao common as t« 
deprive it of any very striking or peculiar interest. One of 
the earliest, it has become also one of tbe Amplest (^pna- 
tions which the surgeon is called npon to perform. It baa 
been variously modified since its introduction, and aa now 
generally performed it has been ranked among tbe wfest 
and most satis&ctory operations. Tbe details of tbe anb- 
Joined cMe are given, not because it is supposed to stand in 
any respect alone, but chiefly in deference to the ooiDieoa 
and widies of others who have deemed it worthy o 
manent record, and of some features of interest co 
with it that have not come under my notice in the p 
cases to which myattention has been drawn. 

■Hie subject of the operation was a negro, twenty-Tonr 
years of age, a native of Pennsylvania. He waa obovt five 
feet in height, well proportioned, and weighed ^KMit erne 
hundred and twenty-five ft* He had followed tbe sea 
from a very early age, gener^y in the capacity of a cook. 
He obtrinod admission to the Retreat on tbe 8th of Jaly, 
1867. The expreBsion of his countenance indicated great 
physical suflermg ; he walked in a bending position ; knees 
and thighs bowing ontword, and with one hand prcnkig 
almost constantly upon tbe hypogaatrium, to which locality 
be referred all his distroHn. He gave a very intelligible ticamvt 
of his suflerings, which hod continued in a more or less ag- 
gravated form for about four years ;— be had fr«quently 
applied to physicians fbr medical aid, who prescribed far 
what seemed tbe most prominent and djstressing symptom, 
vis. great irritabihtv or tbe bladder. On tbe day after bis 
arrival a steel sound waa introduced, and the presence of a 
very large calculus clearly made out; tbe point of the 
instrument sweeping acrom it lT6m «de to aim (fare Bone 
idea of tbe magnitude of the contained mass; and the pem- 
liar feel and sound produced, indicated the composition <i 
its exterior structure. The operation for the eztrsctron of 
tbe stone was deferred untal the 26th, and during tbe inter- 
val a course of preparatory treatment was adopted. Tbie 
consisted t^iefly ra tbe liberal u»e of mudlaginons drinki, 
a restricted diet, with an occasional aperient, and hip-batba, 
which served at times to alleviate the intensity of local suf- 
fering. Assistance in perfonninj the operation was aWv 
rendered by the following medical gentlemen, vit Dw. 
Isaacs, Robinson, Forahee, and Stiver ; there were atoo pre- 
sent Drs. Anderson, Boardman, Pullen, Wilson, and Hio- 
man. The patient was placed fully under the inSnence of 
an aniesthetic, conasting of equal parts of chloroform and 
Bolphnric ether, by Dr. BobinBon. 1*e usual lateral indsion 
into the porinenm waa made, and the Madder entered with- 
out difBculty. TTie finger, introduced dirough tbe wound, 
came immediately in contact with the rou^h Burhce of the 
calculus, which uipeared to be about the Biie of a tiHtey'B 
egg. It was perfectly evident that the mass could not be 
removed entire through the c^tening which had been made. 
After eidai^ngthe orifk* as much as it was deemed srfe, its 
extraction was still found impracticable, and an attenipt 
was then made to break the stone in pieces. On grasping 
one end of It with a strong pair of forceps but riignt fbrce 
was required to crush the outer covering, which was aboot 
three-eighths of an inch in thickncBS, and this waa brao^t 
out between the jaws of the insUruroebt This opuMioa 
was repeated several times, Mnging away with e*^ With- 
drawal of the instrument a portion of tbe soft eWerior coal- 
ing, in a puhaceouB form. In doing this the jaws of the 
instrument would sometimes become SO deejay embedded 
n the yielding substance of the mass that t was often 
' 'iged to pass my finger tbroogh and pnx it aeide. After 
rking in this way for abont ■— "=- ' -• — ' * -' 
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d»«« pMra of foroep« wem taceevTelr bent or broken, 
socceeded in redncuvg tbe bih of the ctdculua, m> thmt wil 



k prettj strong pull it came away. It wu found, 
tioo, to be direubM hi itfl atractare, cootisluig of a ntK^em, 
Terj hard, and of a nvjish white color, eoo^Med of ante 
of Mnmonia, then a layer of tlte dark oxalate of Ihne, and, 
IMU7, the ja^ed vuttr ooTflring of tbe phoqibaW of anuno- 



Tbe bladder me tliea ifaorougUy iraibed oat irith a 
syringe, and the patient placed in the nsnal poetore in bed. 
He remained nncontcioua throo^out the mention, and 
awdie a few minutes aflerwirds perfactlj reBered of the 
hypogastric dirtrese fhun wbicii he had sofferad fer ao many 
years. But Htlle conatitutional excitement followed the 

rratjon, and this of short duration. He slept and ate from 
date of the operation in die moet natural manner. The 
urine began to follow the accustomed channel on the sixth 
day. After the twelfth day he sat up t^e moat of the time. 
From the third day the edges of the wound were covered 
with s white sandy crust, and some of the same labatanoe 
■f»peared in the nrine, fbr which alkaline demulcent drinks 
were freely administered. On the twenty-secoDd day after 
tbe operaUoD the patient complained of ^at pain m the 
hypogastriiun, ana inability to void his unne. On examin- 
ing the woond, it was found plugged with a mass of white, 
tCrtngy mocas, mixed with sand, on removing which the 
ariiie escaped with great force ; asmallquantity of thesame 
■afaatanca was removed from the meatos, and on feeling 
along the eoune of the urethra, it was found to be disteaded 
Am- about two inches, with a hard substance so impacted 
that it could not be moved with the floger. Chloroform 
was given him, uid anuUl-bladed forceps were carried down 
nutU their points came in contact wiUi the mass, and were 
nwde to graap it, when with slight traction it was removed. 
It was very bard, perfectly cylindrical, and about two and 
B half inchea in length, consisting of very small particles of 
phosphatic deposits, mixed with mucus ; after this the urine 
flowed without obstruction, and the patient was entirety 
retieved. I have had the pleasure of seeing the patient 
several times ajnce he left the Retreat, in perfect health, 
witfaoat a trace of his oriKinal trouble. I have been nnable 
to find in the records of toe Seaman's Betreat, embracing a 

Cod of twenty-eight years, during which 40,036 seamen 
9 been treated in the institution, any other case of cal- 
eukis, a fact which corroborates the generally received 
opinion that the diaeaae is comparatively very rare among 
seamen. The &ct that negroes are peculiarly exenuit from 
these Iroublee adds another feature of interest lo the caae 
above detuled. 



Dorm or Fbtsiouvs to UtmoAL Sootnna. — ^Tbe Om- 
e Un ali Lancet and OUervtr contains the following just 
atrictnres : " It is to be lamented, that ao small a number 
ot the three thoasand pfannoians of the State can be induced 
to attend the meetings of the Society. This should not be. 
We know some men who persialantly ridicule, not only 
the Slate Socie^, but aln) the local societies in thev 
newfab«Hliood. Biers ue SMne people in the world who, 
if they cannot have a society of which they may be mem- 
b«ra adopt their ideas or course of policj, withdraw 



^—A die^vst, and abuse i 



letdag 



The fi 



^ I may be 

D terms, thattheday of attendmg to your own 
, letdag medical societies alone, and confining oiie> 
•elf to bw little pnetioa, is about over. Gvery ntan who 
abaenta himself aota medical sodetieB is, m a general rule, 
•itber ■ poor praottUoner, a man who practises his profe»- 
•on M a trade, or a chatiatan. The only way to elevate 
our prafanoQ m for eadi and every member to manifest 
ioten* in it, and in everything which concern* it Tbe 
paraonsL then, who ^>sent themsdvec from sooielies may be 
said to be unworthy of general professi<Hul regard, for Uiey 
neither do anything for the general good, nor applaud ^ 
their preaence those who desire to do sometiiing. 



^f oris flf fospikls. 



NEW YORK HOSPITAL. 



[BepsitBd br Koun t. Wva, H.D., K«*taM SvfMn.] 

A j.u> aged 16 years, was admitted March 9th, 1860, 
having produced the above injury twenty-four hours previ- 
ously, by accidentally striking die bulb of his left tnumb 
rust a board. He was seen by a physician diortJy alter 
receptioD of the injuir, who etheriEod the patient, and 
made several unsacceeafuf attempts to reduce the luxation 
by extension and counter-extension, by means of a "clove 
hitch," &c A seoond trial was resorted to the flawing 
morning with a similar result. On admission, the inl^iu- 
ment of the distal phalanx was found stripped off, its bulb 
mo^ oontused, and the radial ptHtion of the hand considera- 
bly swollen. On examinaticui tbe distal portion of the first 
metacmrpal bone was felt in the palm, in the first meta- 
carpal space, with a corresponding projectjon |ioeteTioriy 
cained by the proximal end of die phalanx, whtcb formed 
an obtoM an^ with the met ■ . - -. - - 

phalangeal jomt not being at 1 
again put under the Inflnenoe of the anK8tbeti& and ex- 
tenfton made with Ha^gne's tbroeps both in the axis of 

a Ihea reeorted to, 
a propM ^>M, preasnre 



and the phalanx crowded towards i 



also being made on the displaced bead of the metacarpal 
bone. By this meana, and then flexing the tfamnb atrooglr, 
reduction was, aiter two or three attempts, dfected; 



thoaefa by bending the phalanx bsckwanls the dieloeation 
oonld be readily reproduced, bnt not by the patknL A 
considerable amount of sweJUng eosoeo, which, however, 
snbuded iu a few days, and on the 16th inst. he was dis- 
diarged fhwn the hospital, the motko of the joint being 
fiilly restored. 

FlBBO-PLlflnO TUMOB IM TKI OBtKt. 
[B«{nrtadt7B.& HUMil,lLD.,B<ddBntFh71klML] 

Bosalie K , nt 3fi, a native of Germany, and 

married, was admitted April Ilth, 1860. Five months 
before patient was attadiea, aAer ezposnre to wet and coU, 
with acnte rtieumatism, which affected meet of the large 
jointa, and for want of [KTiper treatment continued, with 
occasional intervals of relief) for about three months. A 
new set of symptoms then appeared, consisting of a 
severe pain beneath the sternum and also in the cardiac re> 
gi4Xi, dyipDCM, oou^ without expectoration, and some 
cedema m lower extremities. Frovioos to the attack at 
rheumatism, her health had always been good. Noheredilary 
predispontion ensted. At the time we first came under 
observation she was suffering gruatly from dyqxMta, wliidi 
amounted afanost to orthopiuaa, asd could obtain ease onty 
in the ntUng posture ; respiraliona 40 per minirte ; poise 
100, and WMk; soma oongh, bat no expeetocalion ; ifip^ 
tite poor; bowels costive; nrine normal; lower extremi- 
ties very csdenatous. Tha jdiysioal sisns were : anterioriy, 
complete dolness over the whole of the chest, and no 
reapiratary murmur except over a imiall space beneath the 
elavtdes ; the heart sounds were distant, bnt do- bniit 
could be detected. Posteriorly, re^iration coold be hesjxl 
all over the cheet, and was stHuewhat broiuJiiaL Thepatlent 
lingnred until the 23d of Apal, twrtve days after admiMOO, 
when she died in a paroxysm of dyspixea. Before bar 
death she complained of severe pain in nor diest, and had 
frequent and argent attacks of dyapncea. Tbe antop^ waa 
made twelve hours after death ; a large tumor weighing seven 
Um. was fbnnd occupymg the anterior and lower portioB of 
the dieet, about two-thirds of it bmng^-lhe toft of tha 
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mediui line, and completelj en»eloping the heart. It was 
connected with the pericardium, pleura, anil larger vessels 
of the chest, but iti maJQ attajiment seemed to be to the 
pericardiuni. On removal, the mass waa flattened and cir- 
enlar in form, presenting a gTe3rish appearance, with severKl 
blotches, apparently of extr»va»at»d blood, wMch were raised 
above the surrounding parts, giving the tumor a nodulated 
appearance. Interiorly, the tnmor looked like mednllary 
substance, interspersed with flbrons tissue. The mass bad 
DO connexion with the boDj walk of the cheat, and do 
boDO'tissue was discovered in its substance. Dr. W. H. 
Draper made a microacopica] examination and found all the 
appearances present which were peculiar to fibro-plastic 
tumors. 



PENNSYLVANIA HOSPITAL. 
[SflTTta of I>a. I.BVi<n.] 

iKHuy.— Ubi. , Bt : 

h cbwea at Hie ige o . 
ing about four moDlha pregnant, she had been again at- 
taclced, and there is no doubt that the afflictjoQ depended 
upoD the condition of the womb. This form is exceedingly 
rare, Prof. G, D. Ueiga having seeo but three cases in a 
very extensive practice. Dr. Lavick had, in hospital prao- 
tioe, met with two other casea, both in this institution. She 
baa been tre«(ed by SDemata of tr. oftti at night, to reheva 



ttte oubcarboQate of iron. When such a 
pregnaot female, it becomes a question whether abortion 
diould not be induced in order lo stop the progress of the 
(fisease^ as from the intense excitement, the inability to 
sleep, et<L, fears are sometimes entertained of a serious re- 
■ult In none of these caiee has Dr. L. detected slbuminu' 
ria, tbourii by some it is regarded as the superindocing 
oatise of the aSection. 

BftmehitU, — This patient oomplainod of great paiu in the 
aide, with difficulty of breathing. She hw a free, frothy 
expectoration, sputa streaked with blood. By ausculta- 
tion mucous rAles are d^eoted. She has been taking a 
mixture composed of ammon. carb. gr. iij., syr, senegw 
fiss^ gum. sacch. alb. q. a., every two or three houiB, ac- 
cording to drcnmstanceo. If slcloiea at the stomach is pro- 
duced, omit tl)e senegs. Tliis combination has been fnimd 
of much vahie in bftmchitia, and especially in typboid pneu- 
monia. A certain amount of effusion has taken place, aad 
as ^e is quite weak, she will be put on wine whey, and 
Stupes of tmpentine be applied to the back. 

itteHDutum.— In this diaeaae, experiments have recently 
been made to test the value of the propi/lamin, or extract 
ct fish pickla It has, in some cases, actad well, though on 
the whole it has disappointed the physicians who have tried 
H> The aoetaie of poUasa is now mooh used, and has been 
fbund to aoswet the indications excellently. Dr. L. is very 
partial to a oombinatJon similar to the Dover's powder. 
9. Pniv. opii, Pulv. ipecac ia gr. as., potas. aoetat. gr. v., 
given every three ot four hears. He exhibited sevesal 
pataants who bad been thus treattMl, and one wbo, in addi- 
tton, bad been talcing Scndamore's mixture; all were im- 
proving rapidly. In one ease of acute rheumatism, a sub- 
eutaoeoua injection had been made of Uagendie's solution 
of the sulphate of morphia. The st^vn^ of this is sixteen 
grains to the ounce of water. Of this, xv. rninims were 
MVected daOy, and with the ha{^Kest results. 

Oatarrhai (MMatmia.—'aai uijent had been in the 
boon nevicradj ibr the goaorrnoeal fiirm, and now pt«- 
acats fadmielf with that reacting from catarrti. Ha has bad 
Uds, and being t^ a strumous diathesis, this^waa mach 
aggravated. In Iheae forms of affection of the eyes, mti^ 
bensSt has been derived &om the employment of the oleum 
terebinthime I as. three times a day. Slight salivation 
having been prodnced by the use of mercunals, he is also 



using a gargje, iriiieh has been foimd td great benefit in the 
house practice. It consists of spt vinigaUiet fjj., tinct. 
cardam. oomp. f J jss., aqun f J iij. 

Maiariol Diteat. — A ettse of intermittent was next pre- 
sented. This man had an enlarged spleen, and WB0 evi- 
dently snOering under feucocythemia. He praaeoted no 
other synptmns of the mm^ta A i imaui i which wouU have 
been suspected &om his general ^pearanca, and Dr- h, did 
not b^eve there was any dieeiee of the taptviM rsNolr*. 
The treatment in this case has been ttte amplo^ment of 
qninis and iron. , The most couvniient way of giving these 
remedies is by dissolving the Bal|4iate of quinia gr. 1. in Ir. 
fern chloridi gtt. xv., which dose is given tbor or 6v« timca 
adsy. 



NURSERY AND CHILD'S HOSPITAL. 
Couns — Cerebrai. ErrneiOK. 

[UBdcr (ha Oi» «f Dr. Xoaan WunJ 

Oasb like the foQowing are not of inftequent ooa ur r ep ca in 
private practice. Dysentery, complicated by ceKbral symp- 
toms, is one of the most dangerous and nncertain diseases 
ofinfency, and one Which requires great care and prudence 
on the part of the physician. A larpe nroportioo (^severe 
cases or colitis in the infant is attendea from the Ant with 
determination of blood to the brain, and the ulterior fionta- 
nellc, if not closed, is seen to be prominent and fbrcibly pul- 
sating. If the case is protracted, the congestion abides in 
a few dan, but a new condition is liable to occur, that oi 
serous effiision. Death of^en takes plaoe from the contK^- 
tion or efliision, when, if the case were one cf simple coGtit, 
the infent would probably recover. Wio pstient wboee 
history is narrated below had no cerebral sj'mptoms till 
within five days of His death^ when they were produced a« 
afterwards appeared by effiision and as often occurs in this 
disease, active treatm^it for the primarf complaint was 
contr»-indicaled by the condition of the brain. The slat* 
of the lung wb3 one of some interest In nearly all caaes, 
in this Institution, of death l¥om protected disease, there is 
hypostatic congestion of this organ, and often the p*rt mcBt 
dependent is in the condition observed in this instance. 
This part is dark red, non-crepitonl, and sometimes allowinft 
only partial inflation. This is no doubt the pneumonia of 
Bilfanl and others, who consider position the chief canse of 
inflammation of the lungs in infancy. The pathological 
state appears, however, to be rather that of spleDisation de- 
scribed by Eh-. Swett as occurring in continired fbver, 

I. O. was admitted into the Nurseiy on the 19th of last 
May, at the age of thirteen months. At the time of ad- 
mission he was plump and healthy, and the fonlanelles 
were dosed. On the let of June he be^ to hare green, 
watery parages, for which he took various prescriptiooa, 
conl*iniog for the most part, kino, Dovw's powder, rfao- 
barb, and fayd. o, creL in small doses. On the 4lfa of 
Jnne the symptoms became much ag^rravsted, the stools 
fi^ucnt and bloody, and the pnlee numbered one hundr«d 
and forty. On the 6tb no btood was observed, fais aspect 
was cadaverous, and be was evidently sinking. The Oera- 
nine mixtnra (a) was ordered, flawed by tCR^Mrary im- 
provement From this date till the a7th, there were v«rio«H 
altemalions, but there was commonl* more or less blood in 
the passages. On the 2Tth a new claas of symptoms waa 
observed, the abdominal complaint continuingj he held his 
iiead brick, n^led it fivro side to side, and oocsstonaDy « tier- 
ed a shrill sharp cry. On the 2Bth his pvpils were dilated, hia 
pulse weak and irregular, he grated his teeth, and freqaentlj 
ottered the same sharp shrill cry. He was ordered potaa. 
iod. gr. i., to be given hourly, and HcHunn'a (dixirgtt. i^ 
to be given aooording to the state of the bowela. Consti- 
pation now succeeded ; the extremities became c(dd; pnlaa 
scarcely perceptible, and on the 2d of July, he expired 
quietly. There were no eonvulsions during any part oT bis 

Digitized by Vj OOQ iC 



REPORTS OB HOSPITALS. 



Auiop^, tuBtaUf-fottr hour* after dmith. — The oociptto- 
fronUtl circumfereDce of the heftd eighteen inchee ; distance 
over the vertex from one auditory meatus to the otiier, 
twelve inches ; on removing the calvwium about four 
ouDoea of semn esciped from the ventricteB and base of 
tbe hruD ; •ubstanee of ths bcain of naaal oonoiatence and 
^^emiNe, with ttw axoeptiau of aligbl congwtioa; there 
WM ao tluckeninK or opacity of the membranes, and HO 
fibrinous deposit ; lungB oealUi; and readily inflated, with 
the exception of ■ small portion not more than an inch in 
lenglfa by a third of an inch in breadth, ailnated in tbe 
poatorior HM&ae of the lower lobe on aaoh nde ; these 
p«rt^ whith coMJd not be inflated, were of a dark red color, 
and non-crepitaat ; no pleuritic adhasiona, and UUle or no 
aerum in the pleural cavities; foram£u ovale and ductus 
arteriosus closed; liver of a yellow hue, weighing eis 
onncee ; mucous membrane of llie gtomacli of a orownish 
ting^, bat not Tasoutar, tiiidtened, or softened; mocoue 
maauMWDO <rf' the j^nnum and ileum bealdiy; mucoos mem- 
brane of the colon thickened, and more or leas vaaculai 
throu^ its entire extent; thet« were nuu^ ulcers in all 
parts of the colon, several of them from an eighth to a 
qoarter of an inch in diameter ; the edges were raised and 
Tascular, and in some of them were points of clotted blood ; 
meaeatoTie glands consideraUy enlarged ; tbe other viMera 
bad a healthy ^pearance. 

MicrMo^wml EaawMiaiion. — The dark red non-cxepitant 
portions of the lunge, contained, besidee the blood discs, 
the pavement epithelial cells, with very few imperfect 
exudation corpuscles ; there were also a few small granular 
ceOa ; the hepatic celle were quite fatty ; there were many 
free oil globules in the field of vieion; tbe bottom of 
one of the deepeaC ulcers was also eiamined, six houn 
ftlWr the autopsy, when vibriones were found and tbe mus^ 
cular fibre was exposed. 



BELLEVUE HOSPITAL. 
TicKATinniT OF Hn^oiMT Ddbase bt Aetabatub. 
Ik the first number of the JMiaH Hmet the report of 8t 
Iioke's Ho^ital contained the details of a method of treat- 
ing morbus eoiarius by extension and counter-extension, 
by an apparatus which allowed the patient to take proper 
exercise, ibin treatment has proved so advantaf^us, both 
in the immediate relief which it affords to the sufierings of 
Ibe pativit, and the permanent recovery of the diseased 
joint, that we deem it our duty to call the attention of the 
profeMion to it on every proper occasion. The principles 
which guide the surgeon in the apjilication of extending 



Cpt rest, and remove it from every source of irritation. 
joint eurftoe being inflamed, tbe parts become scul«ly 
oen^tJve, and the Srat effort of the patient is to place the 
limb in a position best adapted to secure perfect rest This 
is, indeed, attempted on the part of Nature, without even 
the wiH of the patient, by the firm contraction of the 
moedes ofihe thigh, which h<M the limb in a fixed poei- 
tion. Although the patient may keep the limb in a quies- 
cent state, and thus obtain a ten^>ora^ freedom from pain, 
two impcartaut elements in tlie treatment are not secured, 
Tiz. the separation of the opposed joint surfaces and the 
ability to exercise, and thus maintara the genen>! health. 
Inat^ of meeting the first indication, the v«Ty effbrt of 
the maadea to fix tbe limb tends strongly to press Uieee 
Airfaees together, and while freedom from acute pain is 
experienced by ihe sufferer, the conditions for a continu- 
ance of the inflammatory process still exist. _ To place a 
joint therefore in the best possible condition to insture a sab- 
ridence of the inflammation, we must permonently separate 
tbe SMiosed inflamed surfaces, and stilt enable the patient to 
take tW amount of execdoe newaaary to mainlam the 
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general health. A ample straight ^tlint applied, as for 
fracture <^ tbe tUrh, wiU, by exteuMon and counter-exten- 
sion, accomplish tbe first object The relief that even this 
dressing gives, by the separation of the inflamed parts, is 
very sliikmg. But it is now proved thot an apparatus may 
be (i^>plied ^at wifl not only afford the requisite amount of 
extension and counter-extension, but which meets also tbe 
second indication in allowing the patient to exercise freely. 
This ^paratus was described in the rqwrt referred to 

A few days since Dr. Sayre brought two patients before 
the clasa attending tbe practice of this hcepit^ mfiering 
irora morbus coxarius, but in diS^«Dt stages. The flnt 
was a boy of eight or nine years of age, who had been 
treated with blisters and inuei in the first stage of the di»> 
ease, but without any good results. About nine months 
ago the treatment was entirely changed ; the ^paratus 
alluded to was ^plied, and the patient allowed to resume 
his outdoor sports. Tbe r^ef was imniedUte anal decided, 
the pain disappeared, and the general health of itib little 
sufferer was gradually restored. With the ^lint applied he 
now walks and runs with ease, flexes the limb upon the 
trank without pun, and from morning Co nigbt has scarcely 
a symptom to remind him of the disease from which be is 
rapidly recovering. 

ExBEcnoN OF TOE Hk*d or tm Femub. 
The second case illustrated the evils which follow delay in 
the treatment of hip-joint disease. The patient was a boy, 
agedaboutfouryears,in whom the disease had progressed to 
the formation of an immense abscess on the lateral aspect 
of the loft hip. Tbe operation was ondertaken with refer- 
eBce,jSrii, to the evacuation of this collection of xiatter; 
and, Mtcondly, exsection of the head of femur, should it 
appear that the disease had advanced to the ulcerative stage. 
The patient was placed under the influence of chloroform, 
and a free iociuoa made intb tbe atncees. A laige quantity 
of matter was Huddenly evacuated, mixed with a curdy sub- 
stonoe, revealing the oavity of a large obsoess, wilb dirk, 
sloughy walls. The finger passed around (be joint detectM 
an opening in the superior part, which seemed to lead to 
its cavity. Rotation, of the limb, however, did not gWe 
crepitus until pressure was applied very fimly, both to tbe 
thi^ and p^vis, when it became very perceptiUe. The 
operation was at onoe [voceeded with, and on turrang oat 
tbe head from its aodcet it was found to have near^ disap- 
peared. The remaining portion, with the trochanter mt^or, 
was removed. The acetabulum was slightly carious, and 
the dead portions were separated with the gouge. Tbe 
limb was dressed with Dr. Bauer's wire breeches, which 
answered admirably. 



Co*TBB ON Apothioabiis. — Dr. Coates, in his Address 
before the Philadelphia County Medical Society, makes the 
followii^ allusions to the i^thecaries of that city : 

"If Jeshurun be representative of our apothecaries, ha 
has certainly, in some instJmces, waxed fat and kicked. 
Occupying, first, the wholesale drug boainesa, he hag also 
largely partaken of the sale of toilet and fancy ortides. In 
other cases, it may be, he tends a little to emaciation. The 
result is, as far as stands con^icuous to the public eye, the 
wpeaiance of multitudinous establishments throngfaout the 
city, an army of young men, a college, with its offioera and 
appurtenances, the accumulation of^lorge fortunes, and an 
active share in the administration of diversjiied public insti- 
tutions: whilst Jeshurun retains the title of an apothecary, 
and more or less prepares and supplies drugs. Is the 
ScTentific and life and death parts of an apothecary's labors 
a thing so slight and limited as to require the occupation of 
so smsll a portion of human existence, and to leave lei*ire 
for all these glories? Or bas tbeir profession embraced all 
tbe genius of tbe city?" 
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THE SALE OF POISONS. 
Wb bat wwk ooticed the mctioa of tha Acwiemy of Medi- 
cine irith reference to the enforcement of the new Uw of 
this State, passed \>j the last Legislature, regul&ting the sale 
of poisona. A3 this act has never been published in our 
Doliunns, and as its proTiaiona ftpplj eqiuillj to the other 
citie*, u well la large towoa of the State, we ineert it at 
leDgth, hi order to give it aa wide a publicity as powible. 
It is as follows . — 

The people of the St«te of New fork, represented in 
Senate and Aasemblj, do enact u fcdlowe: — 

St<T. 1. No penon shall sell or give any poiMO or poison- 
oofl substance, withoat recording in a book, to be kept 
for that purpose, the name of the person receJTing said poi- 
wnt, mm) his or her residence, together with the name and 
rMidence of some person as witneBH to snch sale, excepting 
npon the written order or presoription of some regularly 
•uthoriaed practising physician, whose name must be 
attached to aueh order, nnch book ahaU be kept open for 
inspeotiOM. 

Bhj. 2. No person diall aell, give, or dispoae of, any poi- 
son or poisonous substance, except upon the order or pre- 
seripUon <rf a regular^ authorized practising physician, 
without attaching to the riaL box, or parcel, containing 
such poisonous subatanoe, a label, with the name and reei- 
dence of such person ; and the word " poison," printed upon 
it with red inl^ together with the name of such poison writ- 
ten or prmted thereon in plain and legible characters. 

Sro. 3. These prorisions shall apply to the following poi- 
sonous substances, excepting when sold in wholesale quan- 
tities of one pound and over, tie. araenie and its Tarioua 
preparatJoiiB; oxalicBcid; corrOHvesublimate; chlorofotm; 
sugar of lead ; tartar emetic ; opium and its preparations ; 
oil of bitter almonds; cyanurets of potassium, mercury, 
silrer, and cine; deadly nightshade ; henbane ; poison hem- 
lock; pnissicacid; aconite and its Tariona preparations ; 
atropa and ita salts; canthsrides; croton oil; datura and itn 
salts; digitalis and its preparations: nux vomica and ita pre- 
parations' cdaterinm; ergot and its preparations ; veratria 
and its siuts; cannabis indica and ita preparations. 

Sk. 4. Any person infringing any of the pTOvisions of 
this act, shall, upon conTiction^ be deemed guilty of a mis- 
demeanor, and shall be punidied by a fine not exceeding 
fifty dolare. 

Sn. 5. TMs act shall only apply to incorporated cities, 
and *illi%eB having a population of one thousand inhabi- 



Of the origin tpf this law, and the means by wbidi ita 
enactment was secured, we have no knowledge; we are 
only surprised that a measure of this kind, designed to regn- 
lal£ the trade of a certain claa* of shopkeepera, ever passed 
the corrupt and venal body whieh disgraced our h^jiakiifw 
biOli last winter. Let us be thankful that this taw, far 
which other coimtriee and States have bad to contend for ' 
yean gainst the powerliil oppoati<»i of druggists and phar- 
maceutieal aasodationa, has quietly taksn its place n|>on tlte 
statute book, and now only awaits the ■ " ' 
District Attontey to otHreet one e~ 
abuses of trade known in civiliaed eommunitiea. 

But the question of prime importance is : — Shall this law 
he carried out, or shall it cemun inoperative, a dead letter 
upon OUT statute book 7 That the better daes of druggie 
tfarongfaoat the State will carry out its proriuoue strictly, 
we bBV« no doubt, for they have already a mle among 
themselves, adopted by the Pharmaceutical Aseodation 
at its session in 1857, which is satBciently stringenL The 
chief opposition will arise from that class of druggists who 
ftdlow their businees a« a sio^e trade, reckloM alike <tf per- 
sonal character and the public good. 

The dnty of the medical profe«gon in reference to the 
enforcement of this law aeems to ns plain. Every meaanre 
relating to the improvement of the pnblic health oogfat to 
be vitally interesting to the physician, sod should not only 
enlist bis empathies bnt his earnest efforts in its behalf. 
Now, no law has been passed is this State m many yean 
which aims to acoomplish more for the public safety than 
the one under oonsideratian. We deem it therefore the 
plain duty of medical men throughout the State to aid, by 
every means in their power, its enforcement 



HEALTH— EXBECI8B—BDU0ATI0N. 
Phtsicil EonciTioK, and health both of the body and 
the mind, are subjects not only of popular interest, but as 
strictly medical questions they are assuming decided 
prominence; and unless medical men keep in view the 
paramount importance of practical hygiene, asd make 
themselves familiar with ita principles and detuls, they 
will soon find themselves subject to the chai^ of igno- 
rance and indifference, in a matter which in reality is one 
of the first, instead of the Inst, to which they should give 
heed. 

The science of public hygiene, including those anb- 
jects which are embraced by the term " State Medicine," 
hsa latterly occupied the attention not only of the people 
of this and other countries, sa evinced by the voluntaiT 
conventions and associations whicli have recently attracted 
BO much notice on both sides the Atlantic ; but several of 
the most enliglitened governments of Europe, end some of 
our own lond, have shown their appreciation of its import- 
ance by instituting commissions for the investigation of its 
TsrioDS departments, while their statutes are made to bear 
already the practical fruits of such jndicious inquiries. 

l^e point to which we would particularly direct atten- 
tion in this article ia, that while these investigations uid 
improTemeuts are, in some instance, the results of profes- 
sional suggestion and labor, in many others they are ac- 
credited to laymen, sometimes, but not always, m con- 
junction with medical ooadjutors and advisers. We aUnde 
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to liaa tket not, of cootm, in ditftngtaaatt of m 
nonal beneroleBoe, intelligeiMe, aad poblio ^>irit, but 
mirely as a hinl to our profesMonal bcMhreo to beware 
leat tJie palm be remOTed Erom the brows upon which it 
■hflTiH jb^ and «*ot< Jirttiy ksL 

l^t the tbtdy of tke puUto kmvom of diiMM, and the 
meaiM of their prenatioti, is a do^ wfaieh Ifaa jmtemon 
tfwetothepeofde, ifl oar fiitn b«AMf; and it is dOBbtleea the 
neglect of lUa dotj wfakb has wonwd the beneTotant sad 
|wMie Bpiriled of vafioai lawk, to ■■ win to leadlnawc^ 
in wfakb thej ahoold have been foUowera, or at least co- 
hboTVn, only. 

But thia sin «f Dminioii, we regret to be obliged to saj, 
ia not confined to the puUic branch of the sotijec^ bat we 
ftar ia efaargeaUe t^wn the profeeeioa, to too great ao ez' 
Wat, in that other branch wUeh is aoleljr their prarittce, in 
w^mIi their dntiea and reepMiibikties cannot be riiarcd by 
gneouuents^ eonventioi)*, or assodati<Kia. We refv, of 
eontae, to the K^wrriaien and direction of the pdTate and 
penooal hygiene of Ihe individuala a*d famihes whoae 
" einilaiy oonditioD" ia intruMod to their ildUed advice. 
Prom all adea, and the remotMt eoniera of the land, ttu 
vj ia eomiog )q> to as of tbe phynoal degeneracy of the 
Ai^o-Sazon raee; of the vast inoreiea of nervous asd 
otfaer general or etwatitational dieordave — eapectally of fe- 
BialeB— the tatan BotbecB of the peojrfe, protaeeA, no 
4oabt in part, if not liiiefly, by more effiscoinate modes of 
life, diminotion of bodily exercise, indoM' oonfincment, 
more lazarioai tables, and perfai^ by more tbm all other 
combined, the Tictoua system of stdiool edncation now al- 
moat tmiveraaL Can we hi^ onraelTes entirely iireepon- 
■ible for the cmtinuanoe and inoieaae of these evils, when 
we raise no voice of waraicg against them ? But further 
still. Are we not cha^eable with too great neglect of the 
laws of hygiene in the treatment of the individual maladies 
which come under our immediate and daily aare 7 la not 
the case of Catharine K Bee^dier, aa related by herself,* in 
this respect, a type of medical practice bi too prevalent? 
Educated, as she tells us, up to the age of twenty, in obe- 
dience to all the laws of health, "not from prindple bat from 
poverty," she found herself at (hat age unable to recall the 
memory of s angle day of sickness, and in the enjoyment 
(rf' the physical and mental pleasures that are the attendants 
otpeyfact heaSh. Tbe cares and duties inddeul to eetf-sup- 
port, the responsibilities and sorrows of life, soon reversed 
this happy physical condition, and during her second score 
of years she was a victim of maladies which brought her 
under almost contbual medical treatment— and what were 
her reflections in the retrospect? " During that whole pe- 
riod I was coDsUnily under the care of the most celebrated 
regulu- phyucions of Connecticut, MassachusetlB, or Ohio. 
Tet not oneof Iheoi even inquired m regard4« the ventila- 
tion of my sitting or sleeping rooms, nor the amount ofex- 
erciBe taken, nor the nature of my food, nor directed the 
bathing of the skin, nor told me to save my weak limb from 
any excess of exercise. The history of my medical expe- 
rience under talented, highly-educated, and celebrated phy- 
aieiaD^ is worthy of attention and reflection." In this last 
remark we perfectly agree with the lady, and arc convinced 
that the general ne^ect of these first essentials of hcalih in 
Iht trtatmait 0/ dueasea is one of the moat potent causes of 
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the abandonment irf scientific medical practice for the dog- 
mas of IMeemits, Hahnemann, llompeon, and the rest of 
the numerous tribe of irregulars, who so well know our 
failing in thia respect, and hence profit by it With a 
phamtacopceia unsuipassed for scientific perfection of detail 
and efficiency of action, and with a pathology whidi is a 
marvel to onrselves, let us not forget that nature ha* also a 
di(peoBat«ry from which we may draw ad Kntmn, and 
never too (teely, but whose neglect not only dimtnidies our 
success and credit, but the health of our patients also. 

We have been led to these reflection s partly by the peru- 
sal of the fii^owing highly interealuig privet* letter, with 
which we have been favored, by a fHend in tiiia dty, and 
which we present to our readers, not as evidence of what 
has been accomplished bj one of Great BritAin's most intel- 
ligent and industrious sanitarians, Edwin Gbadwick, Esq., 
but as suggestive to rocdioat men of the great amount of 
work vrfaich yet remans to be accomplished. 



W. (Ea«ted> Jmi* 11, lEM. 

Ht Duk Hb. B : 

I have of late been prosecuting an educational 

inquiry which promisee lai^ results. Yon may know that 
I was a Commissioner of Inqairy into the complaints as to 
the successive labor of young persons in our cotton manu- 
factories, and that I propoMd meaimrea which in part have 
been executed, for reducing the working time of children, 
under thirteen, t ' ' ' ■■ ■ . - . 

e called "half-tiiDers." On, a: 
ligation of the resalts of the instmctioa obtained bv these 
" half-timers" in well-conductedschods, I find that their at- 
tainments are quite equal to those of the full-timera, or 
Lboee attfndins school six hours daily, and that in mental 
aptitudes for ths appUeation of their knowledge Ihey are 
superior. They gain in bodily oooditioii, by the rMuctioa 
of their bodily labor, aa tbev do in mental o<Mtditioa by the 
reduction of their mental labor of the common roatine of 
school teaching. On the other band, I have earried out a 
.:..-*...» «f 41.. u«..4 .r «... ^Q^time scboola for 
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mteUigent teaejien, that by ne nwtns ca 
vctentaiy attention beyond two hours ii; 
one hour after dinner, or in the afternoon ; that by force 
they caonot get more tnan an entire half-hour of real atten- 
tion, and indeed that that extra half-bo«r is a mentji mis- 
chief, and begins to be a bodihr injory. 

It follows that the whole of^.our school system is in vio- 
lati<w of peycbelogy and physiology. 

Boys retrieve somewhat the iiquTV of undue mental 
work by athletic games, not so with our gprla. In our 
boarding schools they sie kept at sedentary occupation 
<dteu Be long as eight hours, with but slight bodilv exer- 
CMe. 1 find that in Uancbester the femske^ dau^ters of 
mothers who have worked hard, but whose fathers have 
got OB ki the world, and who do not need the manual labor 
of their children, and who have sent their dsughten to day 
schools and to boarding schools, that these daughters are 
shorter and generally of Inferior strength, to the working 
mothers ; that the proportion of mothers of the well-to-do 
clsBSOS there, who can suckle lltelr own childreB, is diminish- 
ing I that among women who have one servant there are 
whnents which are unknown amongst women who have no 
servants ; that these ailments are worse with women who 
have two servants, and yet very bad indeed, and with new 
eonqilications of hypochondria, sntoogst women who have 
three servante. A Uancbester ^yHidan, who got 
thoroughly tired of attending upon one of those ladies, 
said St last that his only hope for her cure was in one stm- 
^ prescription, " to live npon sixpence a day and earn iL" 
Tbo evil ia, however, that their achool training has been 
sodi as really to disqualify them fiwn earning ii. One evil 
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is that th« deaths &om childbirtha are seT«nfo)d greatw 
amongst tha feinalea of the higher claai than amODgst the 
dses with one or no aerrant 

Now what I have long heard ie, that Uie AnglO'Siixoa 
race id America is dcgeneralJDg ; that the proportion of fe- 
males there who can rear their own children a diminishing ; 
that young American ladies fall off aooner than the M 
coiintr;', dtat the bonoi of the race, as I bm one lectwet 
■tales, are altwing, and the teeth OTarorowdad. But might 
I But m well B&7, that the Anglo Saxon race is (ailing Off id 
UanchesKr; that the females decay sooner than thej did, 
or do, in the very " old country" on the hills a few miles off, 
where they haxe to milk cows and carry milk pails on their 
heads, and where there are no epinal distortions such as an 
oonunon in well-to-do ^miliea. Aa to the alteration ot the 
bones, and the overcrowding of the teeth, cited as a proof 
of the alteration of the race, a very able American dentist 
here, Mr. B • * *, tells me that it is simply due to the insa- 
nitary hahits of the parents. 

The remedies to which I go, are the reduction of the t*- 
dinary school hours by oae-liat^ and the «oeupation of chil- 
dren who are not engaged in manual labor with gymjiastica. 
I ha*e started, in conjunction with Lord E * * *, a school 
drill association for boya which goes on promUingly, but for 
girls the work remains to be done. In Sweden they hare 
mtroduced gymnnstica in connexion with female schools, 
bot they have not reduced the excess of achool oocupatkin. 
A Ladiee' Sanitary Association, beaded by tbe Lady G * * *, 
Mrs. • * *, and a number of other great ladies, have re- 
quired that I shall give a public lecture on the subject to their 
Association, on tke 18th of next month. 

I remember aa American medical tract on the evils of the 
over eicilement of the nervoos system of female*, of some 
thirty yean ago. I should be obliged if from any of yonr 
medieal fri«ids, Dr. GFriscom or others, If the evils in ques- 
tion have been obaerved, or treated in connexion with edu- 
cation in any recent medical cw educational works, you will 
send me word, or the tracts in time for my use of tfiem. I 
eopplied infbnnaUoB on sanitary topics to the lat« Mr. Horace 
Harm, who returned me several interesting edooational re- 
portafrom Maseaohuaetta; but I have got none of recent 
date. I observe in cooDexion with education a " truant 
offloer" mentioned m a publio officer. I should be intere<it«d 
tA know the nature and exieat of hia functiona, and whether 
they are cenoeotad or not with longtime achool-hours, or 
bowT With our "hdf-^mers" the voluntary attention is 
bright, and the fioggiugs for iiiatl«nlion, and the truaota, 

For giria I piopoae more industrial training, fi» the poorer 
cIms, laundry work, wwbing, iroaing, etc 

I have been so far imprened with tbe evils of over-eeden- 
tary apf^eatjon, and tbe usud course of our schools, th»t I 
have retained my son at home at some Inconvenience, and 
redneed lus book application, and increased his bodily exer- 
cise as much se I could, having him taught the horse and 
foot drill with good effect. I shall hesitate before sending a 
daughter to any boarding-school. 

Yours, etc., Edwih Csavwioc 



THE NATIONAL SANITARY CONTENTION. 
Tax Fourth Annual Session of the National Sanitary and 
QnarentiiM Convention, recently held in Boston, appears to 
have perpetuated the interest, and carried out the purposes 
and spirit of the previous meeting, held in New York last 
year. Called into existence by the urgent necessities of the 
public health and the demands of commerce — at Hrst with 
speoal reference to particular improvements and compro- 
mises affecting quarantine regulations— the wbote subject 
of hygiene and medical poKty, it has been foniid, muK be 



with tbe wiginal work a 
by the eariior roeelinga of tbe eonnntioB ; and after a Ml 
surrey of the field it has been unaaimously coneedad that 
the beat aanitarr defenneB ooosist in sanitary works. Do- 
mestic and Civic Hygiene haa finally beo^ne IIm grand 
tiiene of inquiry and diacoauoii. And a» vaiiona, imsnlthd, 
and i^aetiMUy nqtortant, are tbe q w l i o ne relating toap»- 
eific plana fi>r sHiitary im^roTement and protection in ear 
Ameriean oities that it baa been deaned expedient to |Hr> 
petaale tbe labora and tbe inloenaaa whseb hwe so na- 
oMsfaUy been calM fbtih by tbaae annual aonvefitiona. It 
is proposed that a permanent organisation dull he inetitDM 
nnder tbe title ot llie National SanitaiT Association of tbe 
United States 

DMbtlsM the Coromittne <» Pennancat Otfsaiatkn 
will eareftJlyeonader tbe gro<»da upon -whiA tbe pr o p sasd 
aaeociation shnvld be based; bat we would rsspe rt Mly 
venture the suggestion that suoh pUns aheuld be miaplai 
sa will meet certainly insure die hearty oo-opentiM oftiot^ 
madieal gentlemen and mnnidpal offlcen in lbs otjeeto 
and labon of the anoeialion. Their pnotitBl and eeanMan- 
aanse views, and tbeir cordial anppatt ot aanitary ueMnre* 
that may be propoaed by physioians and other Kisnlifle 
men, are really aasantial to tbe suoceetfil proe ewi tiennf 
sanitary improvemante in the City or tbe state. The pr*- 
sence, and the eloquent, statesman-Uke nqiport of euebdia- 
tinguiahed man as Everett, Banks, Lincoln, and Quincy, at 
the Beaton meeting ; the saneat, inquiwtive, and thorongfa 
efllciency of a VieU, a Snelllng, an EUiotl^ and a Hallatky — 
sitting in council with the Bigelows, the La Roches, an 
Arnold, a Grisoom, and the venerable and learned Alexander 
EL Stevens, of Iha medical proiessioD ; together with the 
affluence of courteous and friendly attentions wbitdi so dia- 
tinguished tbe recent convocation in Bdeton, plainly indi- 
cate tbe wisdom of perpetuating such united oonnsels utd 
tabors of all elasaee of puUio-«pirited and philanthropic men 
in common efforts for sanitary reform. 

Greet nndertakings have been {K^ected for tbe ensuing 
year, and if one half the committee* ^ould present euitabty 
prepared reports at the meeting in CinciDuali, that meeting 
would mark an epoch In the hiatory of sanitary improvements 
and human progress in our country. It is very desirable 
thMt tbe report on food, markets, and abattoirs ; aba that 
proposed by Hr. Snelling on houiv of labor and study, toge- 
ther with those on tenements, drainage, topographical m^is 
for cities, and Uedical Polity or " State Medidne," should 
be presented at the next annual meeting. They will em- 
brace topics which are intimately connected with much 
needed rebfiBB. 
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The EptDiHtoLOOicAL Record, which is commenced wilb 
this number of the Medical Tmis, is designed to be a perm»- 
nent feature of our journal, and ve beg leave to invite tbe 
special attention of our readers and coTTC:^ndentB la the 
fulfilment of Ibis deugn, as announced in tbe first number 
of this paper. Believing that most valuable results viH yet 
be attained by such voluntary registration of prevalent dis- 
eases — particularly thoee of a zymotic character — we diall 
always be gntefd to onr pnrfenii»ial brethren, wheth^ at 
home, in tbeir own pnotiee, or tcaveUingin rcipons where 
Diaitizedby VjOOQIC 



this jonnuJ ma^ brnve no oAer correfipondents, if thej will 
kccur«t«1f and concitelj reoord and transmit to us such 
&cts aa we deitfre to praasnt in this dfpartmeDb 

It is deairabla that reliable records ahould be made of all 
epidemic and endemic maladies, particulariy <>f typhus, 
typhoid, aod eianthematous fevers ; also of di^^theria, rheu- 
matic and cerebro-«piDat meningitii, together with malari- 
OOB diaeaaeo. And in order to render Bnch records pradi- 
«>Uy valnahle for purposes of subsequent study or reference, 
aswdasfor present instruction and interest to onrreaders, 
it b hi^y desirable that the leading climatic phenomena 
and meteorological obserrstioDS be recorded in connexion 
with the lustory of STery lymotic disease. Especially 
would we inrile aconrate statements ragardiag the preva- 
Isat wwds^ hy«tal and hygronwtnc reotM^la, Kid barometric 
vaHatioiis; and, when poMiUe, it is desirable to know the 
results of electrical and oionomic obserraliona where any 
iatal epidemic ia prevailing. Yet we shaSl always be grate* 
faX for the simplest statistical and chronological leeords of 
preralent diaeasea, and in oar epidemiirfogical recon! we 
shall register iH maladies that are onusiiaDy pr«valent, 
r^anling the tann epidemiological as sufficiently generic 
for the purpose, whether the records relate to diseases that 
ar« BlriMly epidemic, endemic, infectioua, or coiit«g)ou& 

Tea Maisoks ot SAtrra of the French capital, of which 
there are scores, are among the most important appoint- 
ment* of that city for the comfort and proper treatment of 
the sick. They are private hospitals, accommodating only 
a Umited number of patients, but having the comforts, con- 
Tenieoces, and isokUon of the best class boarding-houaee, 
with experienced nurses, and aU the appliances of a well 
regulated hospital. Sucii an institution is in operation in 
this dty, called the Sanitaiy Home, directed by ]>. Hekrt 
SoBwtio. It is vtuated in a pleasant but central part of 
the city, and the building is new, and furnished with all the 
"modem improvements." Physicians directing their pa- 
tients to this establishment can attend them personally, and 
aa exclusively as in a private boarding-honae. We reoom- 
mend the Sanitary Home to the attention of the profes- 



Among the almost duly report of suicides we notice one 
by taking arsenic ; the victim was a German womao, resid- 
ing in Hobokeo, who had but recently come to thia coun- 
tiy. The first fruita of our free institutions have proved 
bitter indeed. The jury "call the attention to the public 
authorities to the loose manner in which poisons are sold 
by druggists generally." 



e of transporting persons kept at public ex- 
pense is reported. Three perBons, an old man and woman 
and a young woman, were arrested by the pohce of this 
dty ae vagrants. The old man, the most rational of the 
trio, abkted that they had been inmates of the Insane Asy- 
kim at TauDton, Mass. ; and diat they were plaoed on the 
cars and sent to New Tork the day before. On arriving 
here they were taken to Caatle Garden, and being refiised 
admittance were taken to the station-house. We believe 
this ia not the first time that Massachusatts has expatriated 
bervagrants, and tiiat New York has been taxed for their 
aopporl It i« a novel method of treating tbe insane, and 
one not likely to improve their condition. 
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SrUDi I>B LA SriaiuTi obh la VwrnitM. Par le Docteur 
Ph. HtJrra. Paris. G. BailUfee. 1859. 8vo. pp. 116. 
Db. Hoiu's work comprises in ii 
•ynopaiB oi those general eirciuni 
influence upon the act of generation^ such aa age, oonsli- 
tution, organic diqioeition, conaangumitj, climate, races, 
alimentation, emigrati<m, influence of seasons, and social 
condition. Among the q>eciBJ causee of steriUty in woman, 
the author mentions, first, the imperibration of the hymen. 
The ckwureof this membrane may be absolute or impur&ct; 
in the fcrmer instance it g^vea rise to the well known 
^rmptonu of retention of the menstrual blood, while a par- 
tial obstruction makes itself known by the obstacle it offers 
to a fi«e coosummatJon of sexual intercourse. In both 
instanoes a crucial incision into the hymen, and the intro- 
duction of an oiled pledget of hot into tiie opening thua 
made, is the procedure required under those circumstances. 
The congenital narrowness of the vagina, another source of 
sterility, may present itself in different degreea. Three cases 
are reported of constriction of the vagina, which were suc- 
cesrfully overcome by the useof ^longe-lents. Besides this 
congepital malformation, the ctpiciij of the vagina may be 
teweoed by circular or band-like membranes, which only 
need to be incised and mechanically dilated. Tbey some- 
times are remnants &om intra-uterine life, sometimes the 
consequence of inflammation and cicatfiaation. In aoma 
few instances sterility seemed to be the result of a dispro- 
portion in the length of the sexual organs. Where the 
vagina is too long, as it happens in very lat women, the 
womb may be brought tower down by the use of a hypo- 
gastric bandage during connexion. If, on the contrary, the 
vagina is too short, so that the penis passes by the side of 
the vaginal neck, the husband must be instructed by his 
physician how he has to behave under those circumstancea. 
Among the malformations of the uteru^ Dr. H. briefly con- 
siders the obliteration of the oe, as well as the obstruction 
of the canal of the uterine neck. The latter may be con- 
genital, or produced by inflammation and ulceration. An 
instance of this kind is related, which was successfully 
treated by the use of sponge-tents. The extreme narrow- 
ness of the OS uteri is olien combined with a decided shorts 
ness of the vaginal neck. All that can be expected from 
treatment is a dilatation of the o« tincie. There are two kinds 
of elongation of the vaginal portion apt to cause sterility, 
one congenSul, which requires amputation, one accidental, 
acquired by the employment of the ring pessary, which does 
very generally regain its former size after the use of the 
instrument has teen discontinued. Three cases of partial 
hypertrophy were observed by Dr. H., one of which caused 
sterility. The amputalJon of the hypertrophied anterior lip 
was soon followed by conception. Congenital atrophy of 
the womb was encoimtered not nnfrequently in connexion 
with sterilily. In two cases the use of the warm douche, 
combined with succulent diet, preparatioria of iron, and the 
dilatation of the canal, succeeded in caosing pregnancy. 
The uterine deviations, anterersion, retroversion, and late- 
roversion are caused, 1. By a relaxation of the uterine liga- 
ments; 2. Insomeinstances they are the result of incPeaaed 
weight of part or the whole of the uterus ; and 3. In other 
instances tne womb has been pushed into a wrong situation 
by an outside pressure, and, above all, it is the abuae of the 
corset wluch produces antaversion in a lai^ number of 
cases. The anteYetaim, if it is not of too long standing, 
may be sufficiently reduced to permit conception by the 
complete suppression of the corset, the employment of an 
hypnga.'itric supporter,the application of cold uterine douches, 
combined with a recumbent position during the night 
in such a manner that the pehrrs be slightly supported and 
elev^ed. After repeated trials to bring.abont a change o 
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position by mema of peasaries, they were « last entirely 
^andooed, because they ar« oflen dftngerous and BlmoBt 
always useleaa. Dr. H, afiplied Instead the demi-speculum 
of Uordat, which was attached inside the vagina, where it 
remained during connexion. With regard to uterine flex- 
ioB* the treattnent hu to be directed, first, againat the 
exiatiiig compltcations, and, after tiieir removat, <be mal- 
podition has to be cautiously treated by the use of the 
Teitem e tK and a continuity of both cavities mast be se- 
cared by sponge-tents. Amenorrhtea demands a j^nerd 
tunic tiMttoient and local applications, among which the 
followiDg are the most reputed : 1. Injections Into the 
Ta^na of a decoction of mustard or ginger. 2. Injections 
of dilated ammonia. 3. Aloetic injections into the rectum. 
4. Irritation of the nterine carity by tlie uterine sound. 
6. Very hoi uterine donchea. 6. Direct application of elec- 
tricity. 7. nw use of the waters of Plambt^s. The 
chapters on menorrbagia and d^smenorrhcee contun an 
ezposttion of wetl known theonea and fecta. The same 
maj| be said with re>g«rd to the chanterH on fibrinous con- 
cretions, polypi, vegetations, hyateralgis, chronic vaginitis, 
catarrii, and engorgement of the utenui, ovaritis, and inflam- 
mation of the Fallopian tubes. In concluding, the author 
st*t«s it as his opinion, that diseases of the ovary, obesity, 
and nervous affections were very often the consequence of 

This is a short abstract of Dr. Hutin's interesting Kttle 
work on sterility. It is essentially of a practical turn, con- 
sisting of conclusions based on facts personally obaerved, a 
large number of winch is reported. It is written in a plsin, 
anassuming style, and is void of that idle phraseology so 
often encountered in works of this nature. We therefore 
recommend it to the profession, although it does not bear 
the st«mp of scientific perfection. This latter remark 
applies more particularly to the chapter on uterine devia- 
tions, which is spare, and not thoroughly understood by the 
author. Bponge-tents are his hobbies, and the water of 
Flombi^res the never-UUng remedy. But taken all in all 
it well repays an attentive perusal, inasmuch as it contains 
a great many practical hints and valuable suggestions fbr 
the treatment of sterility. E. n. 



IirrmomTOTOiir LEcrntiS and AnosKSBES os Midical Scb- 

JECTS, niLIVIIlED CHIEFLT BIFORB TKI MeDICAL CLitSSES 

or TBI Univiiuatr or Pemhsvlvaku. By Gborqk 
B. Wood, iiJ}^ LL.D., President of tlie American 
FhiloBopbical Societf, dec Philadelphia: J. B.Lippin- 
eott A Co. 1859. pp. 460. 
Tni author of these addresses has long occupied a most 
prominent position in the medical profession of this country 
as a teacher and author. For nearly a quarter of a century 
he has filled the chair of theory and practice in the TJni- 
vecsity of Penoslyvania, and aided powerfully to £^ve that 
fiir famed institution its prasent exalted position. On re- 
tiring from the chair, which be has so long and honorably 
filled, the author haa sought to embody in a volume the 
lessons of instruction and the words of encouragement or 
warning which, duric^ that period, he has had occasion to 
utter. This volume, therefore, conaists of a collection of the 
author's addresses on various occasioni^ and are designed 
as parting words of advioe to bis former pupilSjin which 
spirit they will be received and long treasured. They con- 
sist of two Pharmaceutical Addresses ; six Lectures intro- 
ductory to the course on Materia Medics and Pharmacy: 
four lectures introductory to the course on Theory and 
Practice of Medicine ; two introductory lectures giving the 
result of professional observations abroad; three addresses 
to the i^nduatesof the University; two tni^rapbicat me- 
moirs. We can only add tliat these lectures are scholarly 
productions, and will prove a most valuable memento of the 
author. 



^voflvws of W^tlml Scime. 

PHYSIOLOGY ANT) HISTOLOGY. 
Bi Wk. H. TiMiooM, M.D. 
Niiirition of 1h« Fktut. (Oa*. ile$ Htpitavx, Porn. June 
12.) — M. Siourens, in a oommnnication to the EHiich Aca- 
demy, states that after feeding pregnant animals during the 
latter forty-five days of gestation with madder, he (aund 
the bones of the fcetus quite as deeply tinged with red a* 
those of the mother — conclusive evidence that practically 
there is hut one circulntion in both. M. Coste, in confir- 
mation of the experiments of M. Flourens, announced to the 
Academy a curious lact of the coloratton being tmimmtted 
by the mother not only to the embryo or Ut the developed 
foetus, but even to the ovum and to the substance of the 
germ iL"«lf, before that substance has undergone any of the 
tmnsformations of which it is the seal in the formation of 
tlie first lineementa of the new being. He sees in this Inct 
" visible evidence of the manner in which hereditary info- 
•nce marks each being with an original impress, and, with 
existence itself^ introduces the elements of liealth or of dis- 
ease, according as it proceeds' from a pure or impure 

Besides the demonstration of the fadlity of pathological 
transmissions, the results obtained by M. Coste suf^eet 
another subject, most important in a medical point of view, 
whetlier it may not prove possible to neutralize or even 
destmy vicious original impressions. There is in this, M. 
Cosle justly remarks, a fit subject ftv reflection and reaearch 
by physicians. 

ikperinunU on iht Cfrviad Poriwn of !ht Ssrfpoihdic. 
(ZeitKhri/t fir RationerU Medicine, vol. v. 1859.)— Pro£ 
Wagner, of Heidelberg, laments the delay caused him by 
the crossing of a railrcmd train, while he was bnrrying to 
the anatomical theatre with the head of a woman, " carried 



experiments. The inferior parts of the neck, however. 

re ptill warm, the temperature in Ihe buccal cavity 99 
32' P., the palpebra were open about five millimetres, the 
pupils and uie axes of the eyes normal The axe had cut 
through the sixth cervical vertebra, about an inch and a half 
below the enlargement of the superior cervical ganglion. 
First having shut the lids completely, electrical excitation was 
applied to the cervical part or the right sympathetic After 
three or four seconds uie lids opened sfowlr, the oontrao- 
tion being especially evident in the upper lid, the vertical 
diameter of the palpebral opening reached eigfat, but afler- 
wards fell to six millimetres, the pupil was seen dilated, 
and under strong electrical excitation the iris bad scarcely 
one and a half or two millimetres diameter. The same 
results were produced on the left eye by exciUtion of that 
aide, and they could be repeated six times for tvrenty-five 
minutes. After that the Uos opened much slower, not com- 
mencing till after six seconds. When it could no longer be 
e£fected after thirty minutes by af^lying the excitation 
to the end of the nerve, a feeble opening resulted by 
application to the ganglion itself The iris, nowever, re- 
mained irritable long after the lids hsd ceased to respond. 
These movements were not caused by the superior elevator 
of the lids, but show all the dwracters of the contraction 
of iMooik mutmilar fibres, la a messuraUe interval dtmees 
between the excitation and the conb'action, which then 
again outlasts, W a few seconds, the excitation. The " gal- 
vanic griaiaces produced by tlie excitation Ui rough motor 
nerves, of striped muscular fibre, are, on the other band, 
immediate on the electric current 

Reprodudion t^ Botu, — The series of experiments pnb- 
Uahed by M. OlUer in the Om. Heb. dt JtidteMt el CUrwyii^ 
1868, on the reproduction of bone, have deservedly at- 
tracted wide attention, their practical bearing having |been 
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exemplified in some recent brilliuit opermtiou Inr FroC 
Luigeabeck. In hia experiments on ktog bones, M. Oilier 
preferred the radlua and lueUUTsalB, because the remaining 
booea preserved the ibrm and motion of the limb. In bis 
first class of experiments the bone w*b removed but the 
periosteum carNull; preserred, and the result was repro- 
duction of the bone m aix weeks or two months, in aimost 
its original form and proportions. In bis second class the 
bone was removed aiid patche* of periosteum left which 
resulted in osseous nuclei and patches of bone correspond- 



ioK to the [tatches of periosteum. In his third clsss, the 
wbole of the periosteum was remoTed, taking care to pre- 
serve the celluJo-muscDUrenvdope immediatelj surrounding 



it, and the result was a &t>TDU9 cord with » few hard 
granules, genenll; at the end of the bone, at the in, 
of tendons and ligaments, where there is normally no dis- 
tinct periosteum. In his fourth daao, in addition to the 
periosteum, a layer of tendons and muscles, attached to it, 
were removed, and no reproduction took place besides 
enlargement and pointing of the bone operated on. If the 
whoU of the ahafi in s long bone be removed, that which is 
reproduced is thin, misshapen, and unequal, with a longi- 
tudinal furrow corresponding to the site of the incision. 
At first it is solid, but aHerwards vanioles form, which then 
UDit« into a canal. If Aa^ of the shall is cut out, the rq>ro- 
dnction is entire, increasing in time to oil the characters of 
the original portion. In flat bones generally the reprodue- 
tion is very imperfect where the tissue is dense, as in the 
cranium the reformation takes place at the expense of the 
diploe, but where that is deficient the product is membran- 
ous. It follows^ tlicrefore, that the periosteum has not the 
same reproductive powers everywhere alike. The peri- 
chondrium reproduced cartile^ readily. In the reproduc- 
tion of joicls, he left the periosteum to form in connexion 
with the capsules and Ueaments, one canal, the centre of 
which was the cavity of Uie joint, ao as to see if a movable 
or anchylosed joint would result. A true joint was pro- 
duced, with loose cellular tissue between the surfaces, form- 
ing the rudiments of a new synovial membrane. The 
heads of the reprodoced articular surfaces were smooth, 
polished, reddish, and harder than cartilage, bnt smaller in 
size than in the original jointg. 

Phytiology of Digetiion. {Oa*. de Pan* and Laneetj 
June, 1B60.) — Besides the frequent practice of overloading 
the stomach with food, the profession us well as the com- 
mon people, have forces overloaded it with,^m«fton«. In 
reading the elaboratea tables of the digestion of different 
■rticlfs made hv Dr. Beaumont, as dcdu{«d from his experi- 
ments on St. Martin, it is curious to notice how the process 
of Ingestion from alpha to very near omega, was then con- 
ridered as gone through with, all within this short dilata- 
tion in (he alimentary tract, so that the question might 
well have suggested itself, what use was there of some 
thirty-flve feet more of tortuous wiiidingsT Uagendie, 
Bernard, and Corvisart then added on the duodenum with 
ita pancreatic and biliary secreUona to attack what the 
stomach had left, and now a remarkable accident has fortu- 
nately been turned to good account by Prof. Bnsch of Bonn, 
In determining what can be done by the small intestines, 
on that which has passed through both stomach and duo- 
denum. A woman came under his bands, with a fistulous 
opening communicating with the small intestines, caused 
b J being tossed by a bdl. The fistula was so complete that 
the bowel was divided into two distinct halve^ from the 
upper portion of whichj consisting of the stomach and duo- 
denum, the food and digestive fiuids all escaped, none find- 
ing its way into the lower haUIwbich compriaed the small 
intestine, colo[i,aaQd rectum. Her appetite was insatiable, 
and only by eating largely did slie feel well The intesti- 
nal secretion could be procured perfectly pure and free from 
cbyme, but Prof. Buscn always found it small in c^uantity. 
^le was fed by introducing through the fistula mto the 
small intestine, beef tea, beer, soups with fiour, hard- 
boiled eggs, meal, etc Soon after these injcclJons she h«d 
frequent stools, a circumstaoce not observed since the tad' 



dent The evacuation! had a weU marked smell <^ putre- 
faction, but no undigested portions of meat or hard-boiled 
eggs reappeared, showing tJiat the intestinal juice did act 
as a solvent on the food passing through Ihe canal. The 
sotioa of the inlesliiud juice was energetic on starch, which 
it changes into gr^>e sugar, whQe it also decomposes pro- 
tein substances with the i^ienomena of putrefaction. Its 
reaction is always alkaline, iC has no effect on cane sugar 
nor on gum. Another interesting fact was that fat, intro- 
duced into the small intestine, pissed througb unohanged, 
another proof serving to localise Uie action on btlty substaooefl 
in the pancreatic and biliary secretiona. A very extnordi- 
uary fact, in considerable discrepancy with previous views, 
was observed in the rapidity with which the alimeatair 
substances escaped from me stomach and duodenum. Hard- 
boiled eggs, taken by the mouth, appeared at the fistula in 
from twenty to thirty minuter, cabb^je from fifteen to nine- 
teen minutes, meat from twent;-two to thirty minutei^ 
EQtaloes, fifteen minutes. The substances which escaped 
y the upper end of the divided canal at first sight seemed 
but little altered, but they were, however^ conuderably soft- 
ened, and the meat presented both longitudinal and trans- 
verse cracks or slits, The peristaltic action apparent was 
very vigorous, but the inteeUnal tube showed periods both 
of rest and of motion. 
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Dr. Gio. WiLua, Freflident, b Che Chwr. 
3 AH. 28TB, 1800. 

DiioiTSiioK OH D[Mi'rflfitJA. 

Dk. Allih gave the following account of a post-mortem 
eiaminatioo upon a patient of Dr. Tedders, the yonng lady 
whose ease was referred to at tlie hwt meeting, who, m ex- 
pected, did not survive the night: — The pharynx was lined 
completely with the characteristic mevtmne as far down 
ai the opper border of the larynx, and fixun thence it ex- 
tended mto the trachea and bronchial tube*, as &r as the 
dissection could be carried. On lifting up the membrane, 
which was quite loose at some places, the surface under- 
neatit presented a congested and roughened appeuvnce. 
No other mncoua membrane was involved itt the disease. 
In oondnaion he stated that sisce the last meeting no more 
oases of dii^theria had presented Ihemaelvei in Fhiehing, al- 
though there seemed to be an anuBusUy large nambai of 
case* (rfBui^Mirative tonsihtis. 

Taa. *B,liM 
Dr. GiraLPOH Buck read the fcdlowing history of a caae of 
the disease under consideration : — A. B., wt, 17, of good 
constitution, compluned on Wednesday, Jan. 16th, of con- 
stant chilliness, and notwithstanding the weather at that 
time was mild, be found himself unatite to keep warm. That 
eveninr he mentioned to his nurse at the board bg-acbool 
which lie attended, that his throat was sore, and on the 
following morning he first made a complaint of it tA the 
teacher. His fatner, who was a pbysicuui, conveyed him 
home to Fatersoo that same afternoon, and on the morning 
following first noticed the existenoe of difJilherilic exuda- 
tion upon the fauces. On Saturday, the 21bC^ I lifst saw the 
Eatient. He was silting up in an easy cbair with a haud- 
erchief wrapt around his neck. A bliater, two inches 
square, had been applied below the angle of tl^ jaw on 
botii sides of his neck, where there hadhec? »^a atJl ex- 
isted a 8%ht degree of external sweUing •"*" wndemesa 
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on pressure. The r»w suriBCoa h»d no deposit of diphtheri- 
tic exudfttion upon them. No enlarged IjmphAtics couM 
ba felL Dcpraeainp the tongue with a spoon, for the pur- 
poM of inspecting the fauces, ^ve him severe pain, and 
prevented a satiaKictorT view beinff obtained beyond the 
vetom, A patch ibout the size of tbree-fiflhs of a twentj' 
five oent piece eovH'ed the baccal surface, and irasof ap^ 
straw crfor, the surrounding surface being of a pale ted 
ecjor. The uvula wae very much elongated, swotlen, and 
oedematous, the epithelium covering it being raised by the 
e&nsion nndenieath ; several timee the organ was prcjected 
fonrard in the act of coughing and lay upon the tongue. 
The effect of this was extremely disagreeable, inaaniucb as 
(he voice became immediately extinct The part would 
soon resume its natural position again without any intn-- 
ference, when the voice would return. Deglutition, thoujrfi 
Bomewhat painftil, was readily performed ; respiration wu 
not impeded or accelemted, nor the voice hoarse or othcN 
wise changed ; be coughed very neldoni ; hia pulse was 
lOOduringtheday, but subsided to 94 or 9C in the evening; 
the temperature of the body was scarcely changed from 
the natural standan]. The tong:ue was moist and pasty, 
and the throat felt dry. The countenance was calm and 
natural. His bowels were quiet We commenced liinii- 
gating the throat as follows : Boiling water was poured on 
catnip in a pitcher, and vinegar added to it. While brealh- 
iiw the fiimes under an incloeure of blankets, Lobarraque's 
solution of chlor. soda was added by the tesspoonful in 
auccesMVO portions. The immediate effect on the throat 
was very gMefb) to tlw patient. Wire whey and beef tea 
were conQnued allemotely as they had bci^n during the 
day. He passed the night comfortably, sleeping at inter- 
vaU. At foir o'clock on Sunday morning (22d), when I 
left him, there had been no visible spreading of the exuda- 
tion, nor were there any signs of the disease having ex- 
tended to the larynx. During Sunday siilph. of quinine, in 
doses of three grains eaofc, was given every tliree hours. 
During Saturday and Saturday night the patient bad epis- 
toiifi from one nostril several times ; it seemed to be caused 
by blowing the nose, but would not continue long at a 
time. Early on Monday morning, Dr, Weller, who visited 
the patient often, noticed some increased frequency of the 
pidse, and also of the respiration, with constant drowsuiess. 
notwithstanding tbatan inablhty to sleep was complained of. 
At 6 BH. I saw the patient again, and found a great change 
for the worse. Asheaat reclining inhiseasychairlnoticed 
that his re^iration was accelerated to forty per minute, and 
was Doisy, though not obetjucted, &om the presence of se- 
crettoua iu the sir paseagea His puiee was 140, and very 
weak, his hands cool, and the rest of the body scarcely of 
the natural teoqierature. A peculiar fetor was noticed in 
(ha breath, and a colorless secretion was also blown from 
(he nostrils, which did not, however, stain the faandkerohieC 
Stimulants had been suspended since morning, irom the 
supposition that they provoked epistazia ; the quinine had 
also been suspended, owing to its snpposed effect upon the 
head. His intellect was now becoming disturbed, and he 
talked Wgh^, but would reply intelligentiy and promptly 
when questioned. Btimulants in the form of brandy and 
milk ponch were now resumed witbout delay, given ftcely, 
and alternated witli beef tea. Sulph. quinine gr, j. and 
Bulph. fetri gr. 1, were also administered. A short time be- 
fore my arrival the patient had a thin, copious, dark, and 
fcetid stool ; at 7 o'clock two or Uiree such succeeded in- 
voluntarily, when an enema composed of two grains of pulv. 
opii uid ten grains of tannin was resorted to. After this 
tho-e was no repetition of the evacnaliuns. After the first 
involuntary stool patient took to bis bed, and sffiumed a 
position on his right side, the frequency in respiration con- 
tinuing unabated. Under the influence of stmiuUnts the 
surface of the body became hot, and communicated a pun- 
gent sensation to the fingers. The coma which gradually 
increased was accompanied with subsultus and tremors of 
the upper limbs. He continued to talk incoherently; 
when roused to take his drink he would promptiy raise 



himself unassisted, on one elbow, and hold flie glass in the 
other hand, thus evincing considerable muscular strength. 
AH hia symptoms grew rapidly worse" the tremors and sub- 
sultus disappearing, gave place to profound stupor, in which 
condition he died, about one quarter to three o'clock, on 
Friday momiog, the 24th. In about an hour after his 
decease purpuric spots diowed themselves upon the sorftce 
of the trunk and limbs. 



Jaooh Bioslow, M.D,, PiuesinEaT. 

June Ulh, I860.— The National Sanitary Convention 
assembled at Boston, in the Hall of the Uechanics' Associ- 
ation, Bedford street. The attendance was very large, and 
thoprocctdingH spirltei 

The venerable Dr. Jacob Bigelow was elected Frttidtnl; 
Vice Pretidenlt, Hon. D. Arnold, M,D., of Georgia; Ales. 
H. Stevens, M.D., of New York; H. G. Clark, S.D., Bo^ 
ten; Joim F. Lamb, M.D., Fhita.: J. Gilmau, MJ)., lid.; 
Hun. Moses Bigelow, N. J. ; Hon. /. C. Knight, R. I. ; Robt 
Thompson, M.D Ohio; C. D. Guthrie, M.D. Tenn.; Thoa. 
Stewsrdaon M.D^ Penn.: J. W. Houck, il.U, Baltimore; 
and Hon. Tlios. Aspenwall, of Boston. 
<..„-.^_-„ r...i..,„ Ellis, M.D.J Boston, -. 



Secrttaria — Cslv 1 1 
J. B. Jones, of Brooklyn; Dr. Wi 
Aid. D. CDodd, Jr. ofN.J. 



4 by Dr. 

I. Taylor, of Penn., and 

A Committee on Rusiness was af^inted, and the Con- 
vention proceeded to the conaderation of Reports from 
Standing Committees, after listening to some remarks from 
Gen. P. M. Welmore upon the subject of a permanent oi^a- 
nization, under the title of a National Association. 

Dr. C. B. OuTHRir presented a printed Report^Hi the 
Committee on the Control and Sale of Poisons and Danger- 
ous Drugs, which, after an interesting discussion, was uid . 
upon the table, to be acted on at a future time in the ses- 

Dr. Aluakdeb H. Snritfs made some practical reiBarks 

on the aubjeot of ventibtion, expressing tlw opinion that if 
more attention were given to tiie veutiUtion of cellars and 
basements in dwelling-houses, many cases of dieeaae and 
death would be prevented, wliicb now occur in famihea 
where the domiciliary hygiene is Ollierwiae good. Dr. Childs, 
of Uass., and Dr. Thompson, of Ohio, offered remarks upon ' 
the same subject. 

Dr. Arnold, of Savannah, made a verbal Report on Vac- 
cination, strongly advocating the enactment and execution 
of appropriate laws upon the subject in every State. 

Hon. UoSES £iMBAU: offered the foUowing preamble and 
resolution;.— 

■^rui, Id Tltw of Iha pimle ulitlnK Is thlmiid other MitH. la r*gu4 

eerWilT h In wb<tEn th*Htdd(HU«liooiilii|I^<ir Irrfwllaiu, Md ik* 
M to tka but modi of Imlnifit or of uHlW* om-ltwHfon 
BitohKa. TlHit ■ CwnmlUw bt appirtBlAd la lake lU wbol* Mht«ct late 

AtUr some discussion, it was decided that the Conven- 
tion could not undertake such an inveatl^tion with any 
prospect of arriving at BaUsTuctoiy eonclusions on the sub- 
ject, as it would be necesuiry for su<:li a Committee to enter 
upon protracted and expensive labors, which are already 
being performed by a special legislative commission. 

Thediscussion upon the Report on the Sale of Poisons was 
resumed, and it was finally resolved to recommend imme- 
diate action on the labject, by the varioiA Btate Legifils- 

Dr. Satrs then moved that a copy of the resolution be 
sent by the Secretary of the Convention to the Govemras 
of the different States, accompanied by a copy of the report. 

llrartday evening was spent by the Delegates in the en- 
joyment of \he elegant hospit^itiee of a large number of the 
prominent femilies of the ^y. . . 
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BKPOBTB OF gOCrBnBS. 



Aidoy JwM Wk, Hon. Dr. An.<M in the Chair.— After 
reading of Ihe micmUe, Uie C<»ive&tioD took into coDiider*- 
IJOD the B«port of the Committee on External Hygiene, 
which, after free diacussioa and a few verbal aoieQaineDts, 
waa unanimously adopted Thie B^ort, which bad been 
prepared with great care bv Dra. Bell, Hanit^ and Jewell, 
waa received witi pecoliar faror. 

Dr. Okiscom, from the Business Conicnittee, reported the 
following reeolutjons: — 



OD FoIhk *«., UpBUIikad In tb* TnuMtlu 
t>w upudli. 

%. JToafaMt. TbM tUa OMTatloB Ohbi It , 

M*a 00 tb* MbjMl tt tba tit—t ka««a ■ 



•t Uh npan OB arte CI«ioUb« 



iiradoethia 
utlmbwlli 



tbg npoct of Dr. Snow on Kwlitntlsa b* nOmd U> 
— .._« J uMBdiaftir adopUuD tat pabl!- 



aIiiUh 

K Mn ehti, ThM amaiBlUM b* luglot^ to take In* MMUdaooB 
tlta upcdlMMJOtsHnuauitonHikBirmtf thliCganntlaB.tolM alkd 
lb( " AtmrlcaB SaaftuT AmdiOon," Is nnnrt MUM DaitiuMlBE; utd. 
If UrotaM* ItatMe, W fTMUt > pUa af asululkiii. 

^lese resolutions were passed separatelj. 

A Cominitlee on Stat« Medicine was called for bj a re- 
solution offered bj Dr. Ordronaox, of New York, which, 
after being discnsaed, was referred to the Buainesa Com- 

Dt. Stebuto's Report on Wet Docks was read and di»- 
ODsaed, and it was 

I , , ., „ 

a Eitatu] HfjlaBt, wHh powt 

Dr. IiwiLL proposed tliat Ibe following n«olution should 
be lud upon the table, to be taken up thik evening. 



On motion of Mr. Huxidat, the Committees which bad 
not reported, were called upon. Tsrious reports and apo- 
logies from auiAi committees were received, and various new 
committees were Hipointed ; otliMB Were ordered oontinued. 

A recess was taken during the aftemooo, to visit the va- 
rions putdic institations in Boston Hatbor. The visit was one 
of great interest, and terminated at the House of Retiige, on 
Deer Island, where a sumptuous repast, and much speaking 
bv men who spoke well for humanity and health, cloeed the 
aftemoon. In the evening Dr. El Harris, of New York, 
read a paper on the Utility and Applications of Heat 
Dianfectant The paper drew out an interesting "' 
and elicited many valuable facts from Delegate ~ 

Dr. Gbibook, from ■ " ■ " 
following reeonilioti. 

BfelvtA. T^t tb* iwriBll(mn«MnU|d bf I>r. 3, Onboaui, for tba ip- 



Committee, reported the 



This was dscuSBm) b^ Gemnds Mather and Wetoiors^ 
Dr. Oriscom, Mr. Kimball, Dn. Ordronsux and AracU — 
the Ititar having resigned tha Chair for the purpoee. Fi- 
nally, on motkn of .Udennan Wigfatnun, the subject waa 
referred back to the Committee. 

The Convention then adjoamed to meet at 10 o'clock on 
Satnrdaj monuiig. 

Saturdai/, /mm I6lh. — The Oonveotion was cdled to or- 
der U 10 a.B., b7 Dr. AraoU, but Dr. Bigehnr soon took 
the Chwr. 

Dr. Gwscoki, horn the Business Committee, reported the 
following lesohitiDnB. 

1. Bttelrtd, Thai tka Coumlltn raseonMmd ttat tba tiam pvaantad 
Vr I>r- K. Bnta, of lfc« Toi*, -On Haat aa a DMnftoMal," be pabHakad 
la tba TnaMMtaM af <ba Caavaatta^ 

i. Biialud, That Iba CsoMBlttM waaniwiirt to tbaCoavanUoB lb* paa- 




The report being accepted, it was voted that the resolu- 
tions be taken up in detail, and afler diacusuon of the se- 
cond, they were severally adopted. 

Hon. inward Everett and Dr. James Jackson being 
present, were invited to seats upon the ptatibrm ; various 
resolutions and brief Addresses were made, and votes of 
thanks to the oEGcers and the City Council were passed. 

The presmble and resolutions announced by Dr. Jewell, 
yesterday^ere then passed. 

Mr. G. H. Shblliho, of Boston, spoke of the importance 
of a longer interval at noon between, the working hours of 
mechanics, and offered a reeolutaoti, but aecepted a modifi- 
cation of it by Dr. JeweD, which was ad<^lea. 

JIaKlvad, Tbat a aommlttaa of tbree ba appointed to soaaldv and npoM 

fan tka baatplu faraocfa - -"-'-' — J«-t- "j- , -■■ -■ 

a/ tba oomiBiialtr. aa iball bo imootlTa of baakh. 

Remuka npen the safaject were made fey Dra. Stevens, 
Oriscom, Jewell, Savage, of New York Bell and Curtis. ' 

The Convention was invited by Dr. Head to meet in ^n- 
cinnati, by Dr. Jones in Brooklyn, and by Mi^or Knight 
in Providence. Tbe former citr was seleeted. 

The following rescrfution, <^(ed by Gen. Mather, waa 
adopted: — 

g—elnd, Tlial nolbliii eontalBwl In (ha iHoIaEloa nktlta t* tha ap- 

enant of ■ Comntitae on State HadlidBa ibill prcTent lUa CaavaDiKa 
nAiriaf ai aar ttna. I 



Mr. Bllntt, of Boeteo, oSared the foUsrwing readatiOD, 
which was adopted: — 

BuOfd, That a cfamCttM of flva ba appolntad to npart a uttm plaa 
lir mapa of tbe ph^alal ssoenph7 oT «Wai Iter aUliitlail asd aaiillaf7 par. 
peaaa, vtlh a rtaw o( obtaUhc *• caaanottOB •£ nab laap* b; Iba awa- 

Dr. GmAVT, d New Jersey, offiirad the foBowiag NMiin> 
tion, which was adopted : — 

K mc l rti, That thla CaDTeaUan. aa «m of Oa uhm af nnltBT nSxBL 
mcaa l^oo Iba aanlaifal aatbartllH aad bwA of haaHb of Iha aarwal 
etalaa to nUeet aad tantnllr ainBi* Mmpkie atulnlca of Mrtba, nw- 
riuH, and deatha, aad alaa af dtaeaae, meteonlocT. and epMaailoa, eiaaM 
to caaaa whara II* waHi la fcwUMI Sir. 



It was voted, on motjon ofthe Committee on External 
HyEpene, that two members, appointed by the Chair, shontd 
be added to their Committee. Hon.Dr. Arnold and Dr.H. 
O. Clark were added. 

It was voted, on motion of Dr. Oriscom, that the Com- 
mittee on CHvic CleanHness be continued. 

The following resolution, offered by Dr. Snow, of Provi- 
dence, was adopted : — 

Jaialawf. Hut «e Ujaaka H ttU CoavaaUaa ba ttMmla* U tba Baari 
of DIraatanof PohUa laatttatloaa of tba at/ of Bortoo, R» tbe pleaaaat 
aieanioa, whkb baa aaardad na aa fmaftnaftr ta tUi tbaaa laatftattou 
aaS fcv tbdr jatooaly h u ptaiHr. wMA wa hm^ «» —di aitayad. 

Mr. Bell offered the fbllowing resolution, wUdi WM 

accepted; 



Iitenia] Ilji^lena have power and h* 
Hw ««fa Suta not npnaented In (Ui 



Sfaatoad. That tbe CommlHee o 
dinoled lo aeled a aoJIabls pctaon 

CoaTsaHon, to aid la eairrlns oat na aigeoia tx v« aafleaa raHiaaaa oi 
Ibalt report. 

It was voted, on motion of Mr. Wi^itman, tkat Dr. H. 
G. Clark be added to the Conmiittee on Tenement Booms. 

Dr. Tboxpbok thanked tbe Convention, in behalf of Qiao 
and CHncinnati, for the honor conferred npon theeo. 

The SUndlng nd Spedsl Committeea lor the y«* weN 
STOointed, behig ten or twelve in nnoibor, and ^IW- « fe^r 
w^ ar fareweU by Dr. Bigelow, the Cw>»«>»«»q ^. 
journed. 
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MEDICAL DIART OF THE WSEE. 



DEATH 0¥ DB. ADDISON. 
Tan diltingaiahed [AjrictMi died Jime 2(Kh, kt fhe we «f 
8iztf-«evM). He wu a coIlMgna cpf Dr. Bright in Guy's 
Hoapital, •od labored conjointly with him in the prepara- 
tion ofa work od Medicine, one Tolume onlj of which was 
published. Hia contributions to medical literature were 
not Duraerous, and are mosCJj to be foand in Guy's Hosin- 
tal SeportA. His last discorery, and that by which nis 
mme &nd fame will be perpetuated, was the disease depend- 
ent upon morbid changes in the suprft-renal capsules, now 
ICDOwn u MoHnu Additonii 



Pfirital ictus. 



AtMf MiDtCAb wnujatiroi. 

The rerignation of A»t. Surgeon William A. Hammond, 
V.B.k . hia beea Mwnilad by the FraaideDt, to take efiect 
OctobM Slit, I860; 

n>e leave of sbecitce heretofore granted to AaugL Bur* 
gwMi a««. K. Wood, kaa been extended three months by 
order from the War Dq;«rtment, 

Asswt. Surgeon Chsilee H. Smith, is detailed to act as 
Recorder of the Medical Board appointed by the War 
Denartment, to meet at Baltimore, Md., Sept. 20, 1860. 

The leave of absence heretofore granted to Assistant Sur- 
MOD S. W. Crawfoid, has been extwided until the 30th ot 
September next. 

Surveon B. H Coolidge has been ordered to repur to 
PhflaMpUa, npm bnrioeH ooonecMd with tite Medical 
Dmartment 

Acting Asnstant Surgeon J. J. Hull, on duty vith re- 
cCTiita for Utah, arrived at Fort Laramie, N. T., Jnly 14th. 

AssiBUnl Burgeon J. V. Head, and Acting AwistMit 
Surgeon J. O. Cooper had, by last accounts, amred at Fort 
Benkn vith the <mgOB woraila. 

■PIPEMIOLOOICAI. BICORD. 

Yxttow Prrm— fltawft*. — The Oidan Iftitmgtr of 
Juhrl5,says— "Since the lat of June, to the 13th of July 
M 10 A.M.), the total number of vomita cases has been 619, 
both ia.public and private practice (in the hospitals and pri- 
vate residences), and out of the whole number only thirty- 
nine have died. Sinot the 1st insU to ditfi, there have been, 
altogether 342 cases and 32 deaths, according to the ofllciai 
reports. There are, perhaps, a half-dozen cases of deaths, 
where medical aid was not t^ed in until there was not life 
enough left in the patient to admit of any assistance." 

The Diario gives for the same period, for all the ports of 
Cuba, total number of cases, 699; deaths, 82. 

SmmjiTia HiMIRorriB — Nem fort — Dr. T. Q. Thomaa, 
of thia city, at a recent meeting of the Medical Union, 
reported Ave canea of rheumatiomeningitta which had come 
uodar his observaticD within a very lirief period, two of 
which had died suddenly at an early period cf the diMsse, 
and one had recovered with partial loss of the volitional 
and mental ftcultiea 

DiriTUBU— fomsr, CorOiatd Co^ N. Y.—Th. Qeo. W. 
Bradford reports the prevalence of this mabidy in this 
locahty. aaulk Onoitdtya, Ommihfa Co., N. 7!— Dr. /. 
J. Knedand writM that fire caaes of diphtheria have oc- 
cnned ki that vieinity reoentiT, of whkb tw« prvvad fattj. 
WtH SbxMnigt, B«tMn Co., Uam.—'Dt. Itmu, reports 
the premlenoe of d^hlheria, in thia and adjoining towns. 
IVsolMMf general, tonics and (timolanta ; local, mtrate of 
nivar, free acarifioation^ e^wcially where oedema exists, 
excimoD of tonsils and uvula. 



rnm tin llat ^ of Jalf to tin Mtli di^ of laif. Mil 

IkaVi$. — Men, 73 : women, 90; boys, 170; prls, 181— 
toUl, 504. Adults, 153; youths, 15; cluldren, 335 ; maW 
243; females, 261; colored persons, 2. 296 infants died 
under two years of aga. Among the causes of death we . 
notice : — cholera infantum, 120 ; infantile convulsion^ 3G; 
croup, 6 ; diarrhcea, 17 ; dysentery, 9 ; scariet fever, T" 
^IP*"' 



LOS, and typhoid fevare, 7 ; small-pox, 6 ; 



oonaMBptloii, 
ipey of Bead, 



itite debility, 9| marasmus, 47; dropey o 
16. ClMsiflcalion : brain and nervous syaCam, 87 ; 
ratory, 96 ; digestive, 227. PkUk /tueiMfatu ; Almshome, 
Blaokwell's Island, 14 ; Bellevue Hoepiul, 20 ; Qty Ho^)i- 
tal, 7] City PHbous, 1 ; CdoT«d Home Homital, 3 : Uaad 
Hospital 3: Lunatic Asylum, Blacltwell's Island, 2; Vw- 
sery and Child's Hospital, 6; St. TTmoent's HoapitaL 3; 
Small-Pox Hospital BtackwelTs Island, 2; WardV Island 
Emigrant Hospital 7— total, 65. 

The number of aeath^ compared irith the oorreapondii^ 
weeks uf 1858 and 1859, and of kst week, was as follaws : 

Week ending July 31, 1868 696 De. IM 

" " July 30, 1859 6X6 " 113 

" July 21, I860— 

From aoute disease 291 

" chronic dieeaae 159 

" external causes, &c 46 — 496 

Week ending July 28, I860— 

1? ...... disease 304 
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From a 



Increase this we^ . . 
Total intermehta in Potters' Fidd 
Coroners' cases 
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Remaru oh thx WurBiii.- 22d. Day fine, with Ugfat 
wind,gale late at night. 23d. Highwindevly morning, with 
rain ; &esh during the day. 24th and 25th. Fine ; wind tight, 
A.II., fresh, p.K. 26th. Sultry ; wind li^ht, thunder storm, r.M.; 
one in<^ of rain fell in seventeen minutes ; wind during the 
storm varied from SE. to SW. and :NW. 27th. Kun early 
morning; wind light all dayj damp, a.11., dry, p.m. 28t£. 
Dry, A.IL ; p.h. d^p, wind hgfat 
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®ri|inal f tttuits. 

CLINICAL LECTURE ON AMPUTATIONS. 

DUJTKBXD AT TH£ MSW TOBK HOBPITAL, 

JOHN WATSON, M.D., 



Qentlenen ; — Iq keefHog with a promiae I nude jou m Sew 

"" TOi I shall s»j^ ft word or two with refcreoue more 

Briy to operatJons for amputationa. Those of you 



daja ago, I ahall saj^ a word or two with refereaco 
particularly to operatJons for amputationa Those o 
who are in the habit of TiHiting heVe will have observed 



that there are different modes of performing such opera- 
tions, each surgeon having bis own particular plan; in fact, 
there is uo established r^e set down lor practice in this 
institution, nor anywhere else. 

I may say, to begin wilh the history of aui^ical opera- 
tions known as amputations, that very httle is said concern- 
ing them in the ancient books upon the subject — for the 
reason that the surgeons iu those days were afraid to per- 
form them. They were in the habit of leaving such cases 
requiring amputation, to nature, and when the "line of 
demarkation had formed, they would lop off the limb 
through one or other of the articulations. In the time of 
Ambrose Parf, when there was offered every facility for 
the practice of military surgery, surgeons did not wait for 
mortification to take place, but when the circumstances 
required it they amputated at once. Tlie mode of procedure 
by Ambrose Pai^ was this: He first ^iplied a ligature 
tightly around the hmb, above the point where the ampu- 
tation was to be performed, the object of which was to 
restrain the bleeding. Now this surgeon by so doing made 
a. great step as far as the advance in surgery was concerned. 
The question might be asked — Why did not the ancients 
think of this ? The answer amply is— That Uiey hod not ad- 
vanced BO far in their surgical anatomv as to understand it. 
If you read Qalen you will see that tne old writers had no 
idea whatever of the circulation. Galen's idea was, that the 
blood went backwards and forwards trough the body, 
resemUing very much the ebbing and flowing of the tide 
in the sea. As they were in ignorance of any systematic 
departure or return of the blood, the necessity of placing a 
ligature above the bleeding pomta was not thought of 
Now, after they had cut off a limb in old times, their mode 
of checking the hemorrhage was somewhat peculisf . They 
would have their heated irons at hand and apply Lbem to 
the bleeding surface, thus making an eschar that would 
plug up the open mouths of the vessels. 1 told you, in 
spMkJng of varicose veins, that Ct^lsus was the flrat one 
irho described the method of putting a string on those 
Teasels,— he also was in the habit of tymg the two cut ends 
of K bleeding vessel, but he never had the audacity seem- 
ingly to apply that principle .in the treatment of stumps. 
Ambrose Fare, however, thought it was necessary tonuJce 
the vessels of Uie stump more secure against anv secondary 
attack of hemorrhage ; accordin^y after one of lus amputa- 
tions he brought out the vessels and tied them. This is the 
first account we have of the application of a hgature atUr 
•imputations. The mode of applying the ligature, how- 
ever, was so crude, so much tissue was tied up with the 
▼easel, and the patients complained of so much pain in con- 
sequence, that some surgeons were disposed to abandon the 
practice utwether. 

At a still later period we find another improvement being 
mkde. The mode of operation in AmbrosePar^'s time was 
to make a circular indsion of the limb from the integument 
directly to the bone; the object seeming to be the perform- 
*Dce of the operation ss quickly as possible. The wound 
irould heal taen aa an ordinary ulcer. It was afWrwards 
found that the surface of the stump would heal more readily 
if the skin was drawn over the section. The a«dit of first 
Ail Mn. Ttun, ToIm L, No. 6. 



introducing this ptracttce is due mainly to the English sur- 
geons. Mr. Alanson, who lived a hundred years ago, did a 
great deal in this matter, but I do not say that he was by 
any means the first who called attention to the subject. 
This, then, was a second step towards the improvement in 
the operaboD. At a still later period it was thought that 
the stump would do better, that the wound would heal more 
readily, if not only the skin covered Die cut surface, but 
also some fleshy tissue, and thia led to another improve- 
ment, generally known as the flap operation, which was 
practised very extensively thirty or fcrty years Bga It had 
an enthusiastic supporter and advocate in the person of 
Ur.Liston, who did notomitan opportunity of performing it 
About the time I cune on duty here, flaps.were very much 
io vogue, and I, with others, at that time made use of 
tbem almost eiclusively. After a while, however, I found 
by experience, that it was not the best way of operating, 
more especially after auKslheata was discovered. Without 
anecathesia the flap operation as an operation, is perhana 
the best and tlie most beautiful, because it is done in the 
shortest possible time — hardly a moment bemg requisite. 
But, on the other hand, you have a very broad surface 
exposed, the vessels are cut ohhquely a circumstance which 
tends to favor hemorrhage; and besides, when the edges of the 
flap are brought together there is a great opportunity for 
the accumulation of matter in the bag thus formed. Again, 
exfoliation of the end of the bone is not of unfi-equent 
occurrence after this operation. One of the advantages that 
are claimed for it is this :— that there is left a better cuf^ion 
for (he end of the stump than in the conical method. But 
experience has shown Cnst such is not the case. So large 
a granulating surface necessarily occupies a good deal of time 
in healing, and in the meantime the muscular tissue forming 
the flap becomes atrojjucd, and not unfrequentiy nothing 
is left bo cover the end of the bone but skin. At the pre- 
sent day some still operate by the flap method, some by 
simply turning back portions of the skin, and others by 
what is called the conical method. The latter is my favorite 
one, in fact I use no otlier. I make the first cut as nearly 
drcular as I can; I then separate the skin lh>m the subja- 
cent tissue to the distance of a full half inch above the 
original point of incision, merely retracting without everting. 
Next I make a cut through the superficial muscles, give 
tiiem sufficient time to contract, then follow the incision 
throu^ the deeper layers in the same way, until the bone 
is reaped. Aft^r dividing the periosteum, I peel it up an 
inch or BO in order to have something to spare after retrac- 
tion. I saw off the bone two or Uiree inches up. The 
resulting stump will be conical in shape, and will be found 
composed of slun and muscular tissue as well; and having 
preserved more periosteum than was absolutely necessary, 
no chance is left for the exfoUation of bone. 

What are the points to guard against in performing this 
operation ? In the Erst place, if you have too much >lcin, 
it forma a flacdd covering, which favors the collection of 
matter, and prevents union by first intention. On the other 
hand, if there be too litUe integument, the- surface of the 
stump must heal as an ordlnair ulcer, requiring, not un- 
commonly, months for the completion of the process. The 
indication is to have skin enou^ to BJl eatuly over the face 
of the stump, and the cut surfiices to oome in contact on the 
two aides, without leaving any space between. If you 
succeed in accomplishing that, you favor union by first in- 
tention, and that is really the great end to be looked to. 

Now, there are other thing? to be taken into account 
besides the mode of cutting. The mode of securing vessels 
is worthy of our serious consideration. It is not well to 
take up too many, but only those, as a general rule, which 
are liable to bleed fieely — the principal arteries, for instance. 
If sufficient time is allowed afler the operation, nothing 
more is required ; this cnn easily be done in private practice, 
but fhim the expeditious manner in which we are compellea 
to perform such operations in the hospital, no such oppor- 
tunity is allowed, and consequently a number of bgabires 
have to b« applied. Zmm O* $tump cjMaUr Otair in^ 
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ia tmDj th« best strptic for smaUer bIo«dmg vesaels. In 
the wurse of time, saj «t the end of • couple of hours, 
joa will find that the cut aurf*c« bu cewed to bleed, the 
moDths of the amaller ressela are plumed up with coagula, 
and the whole U covered oyer by a thin eUiing of lymph. 
n yon wait until all thia hu bilcen place before you bnng 
the edges of the wound together, you will succeed fire 
times 18 oflen in gettiDg union by first intention than by 
any other way. Old Celaus knew better what was wanted 
In these cases than even John Hunter himself, notwith- 
■tandbg the latter has received so much praise upon the 
tnl^ecL Old Odsns tells ns not to close up the wound nntU 
the surface is perfectly diy ; that it is the lymph which 
tends to union hy fint intention, and not the presence of 
blood between the cnt surfikces. The blood, as soon as it 
escapes from the ressel, is foreign matter, and, as such, 
becomes analogoos to pus. liston was in tbe habit of 
recommending the operattB", in private practice, to wait a 
conple of hours before dressing the wound. I have done 
i^ and can teatjfy to the ^ood results of such a practice. 
Now, the material of which the ligature is made is a 
matter of some consideTalion also. In old times, the liga- 
tores that were applied were made of flaxen thread, iron, 
aUver, and gold wire. A good deal is said now-a-davH, 
about silver sutures and silver ligatures, as if it was really 
a new thing. Here lias on this table a book, written three 
hundred and twenty-Sve years ago by John ^odius of 
Padua, on the use of metallic hgatures, published in the 
year 1639, in which he gives the authority of the andente, 
aa Well as of tbe surgeons of tlie middle sees, for the nse of 
these materials. So we see, far from ita bemg a new dis- 
covery, it is one of the many things in the profession whidi 



y old. When I 



a student. 



I recollect the ui 



the pin BQture io the European ho^itals ; and it is really, 
after all nothing but the silver suture. This brings me to 
the notice of the fact, that metalltc ligatures have some- 
times been placed on bloodvessels, and metallic pressure made 
Qse of as a means of controlling hemorrhage in preference 
to the silk ligature. One of the distinguished practitioners 
of this dt^, m an anniversary diacourse before tne Academy 
at Medicine, on the use of silver sutures, says, that in a 
ftw years the silk ligatures will be abandoned, and tbe 
•ilver suture will be used altogether. Buch an esprestion 
is only pardonable on the score of enthuaasm. We have 
been told that silk sutures are poisondns to the human 
flesh, provoking the establishment of iaiues, ulcerations, etc 
Why, there is no more poisonous influence exerted by them 
than would be by simple salve. Then, agun, that they 
cause' extensive suppuration. Did you see that stump in 
one of the lower wards T There is an instance of thee Acts 
of tbe mnch-talked-of acupressure method, by the use of 
silver piua In the track of eveiy one of them there is a 
Hne of supporatioD, and that, too, when they had pierced 
the flesh but three days. Tbe great use, gentlemen, of the 
metalbc hgatum is this ; not that they are any better than 
nlk, but because you can use a finer piece, and ihe finer Ihe 
niun, IhtXa* Ihe vrriiaHon. If yon use a very 6ne wire, 
you have mora power than thread. I don't wish to be 
understood as disapproving of the sDver ligature: it jh a 
very good thing in its place; it is, in fact, an admirable 
thing in some operations, as, fbr example, in our friend 
Sims's operation. Its great use in the treatment of vesico- 
vaginal fistula consists in the fkct^ that but exceedingly 
small holes are made in the mucous membrane, and hence 
there is no chance for the esc^« of the urine into Uie 
vagina,' a circumstance which would be very apt to occur if 
an ordmary silk suture was made use oC In all such opera- 
tjons, then, the silver wire is by dl odds the best; but this 
ii not tiie case in the ordinary ligation of vessels. I would 
advise, in all these cases, the silk ligature, or, if you prefer 
it, tbe common Sax thread, although the former possesses 
more smoothness, is more rouniL and can be made slrocger. 
If you waat to shidv the true philosophy of the use of tiga- 
tares, I reoommend you to take hold of that very pretty 
little book by ^. Jmm on tUs snlg'ect He made a great 



number of experiments, thirty or forty years ago, on TarioiM 
animals, to try the eSeets of th4 diflerent kinSs of hgatore 
upon the veseeh of each. He ha« demonstrated, as the reaoit 
of these experiments, that a small rofittdmik ilirtai i* Ou 
trvt beat(-*ieal of a ligature. If the principles laid down hy 
this gentlemsn were followed as they should be, we would 
not hear so mnch talk concerning this acupressure^ 

There is a wch^ or two u> be swd in reference to the 
mode of treating atompa. In oM tinss the cfaanee of ob- 
tuning union b^ first intention was so slim, that BUTgeom 
were m the habit of abandoning tbe idea altogether, snd 
the French went so far as to say, we should not attenipt to 
obtain an early dosore of tbe wound, but, on the other hand, 
should strive to prevent it And Mr. Boux, speaking of the 
practice of the English surgeons, says, that they strive fbr 

Erimary union after amputation, out that the French knew 
ettefj and craisequently did not try. Hey (the FMnch) 
were m the habit of separating tbe edgM of the wonnd by 
stuffing in tew. Well, if you wish to excite auppuration, 
that plan is as good a one as allowing efiiised blood to 



you have peribrmed your amputation property you h*ve 
Xour skin in contact edge to edge, and that without maj 
stretching. You win find under those drcumstances all 
that is rei^uidte to keep them in coaptation is the applicatioii 
of adhemve straps. You have seen this done in the last 
amputation performed. If you find there is a little redun~ 
dancy of tiie skin, or, on the other hand, an insnfEciency <^ 
the same, then the sutnree come to your assistance by keep- 
ing the parts in contact I take it then that you brought 
the edges of skin nicely together. The next thing to be 
done is to secure the limb, in order to prevent pafaifiil 
spasm and retraction of tiie musdes that have been cot 
into. These muscles must be steadied by a Utile lateral 
pressure ; and to effect this object you will apply a circular 
roller, from above downwards, sufBdently tight to support 
the parts snugly without interfering with Uie circulation. 
If the section is made through a part of the Hmb where 
there is but a small amount of muscular fibre, the circular 
roller may be dispensed with. In reference to the amount 
of dressing, I may say here, that in hot weather it shonld 
be your endeavor to make it aa li^t as posvble. The 
roller being applied, the next thing to be done ia to control 
the inflammation. To effect this yon must keep the limb 
steady, that is one thing; snd you must keep it cool by 
evaporating lotions, that is another thing. As a lotion, 
water is preferable to everything dse, the adhedve straps 
will not be loosened by it, which would be the case if 
^rit was mixed in it Tbe next question that comes op 
is, what time shall the first dressing be removed T Now 
lay down this as a rule, n«t»r rtmove than a* bruf aa Oa 
part* keep dry, as long as there are no evidences of inflam- 
mation present in the shape of efluuona. If the dressings 
are properly applied in the first place, when no sutures are 
used, and you wish to give your patient every chance for 

frimarv union, you can keep it on sometimes for a fortnight 
recollect penonning an amputation, some time a^o, 
upon a kd in Brooklyn by the conical method. In that 
case I used very few sutures, and those I cut out shortly 
after without disturbing tbe bandages, leaving the edges of 
the wound only approximated by adhesive straps. At the 
end of two weeks, when the dressings were first removed, 
the whole was found to hare united by first intention. In 
private practice I have frequently had such a result by such 
a method of procedure, but in the ho^ital I, in common 
with others, have sot been so fortunate. This latter can 
be satisfactorily explained when we take into account the 
many obstacles to the establishment of primary adhesion 
that exist in every hospital ward; the tainted air; the 
near proximity to all varieties of wounds undergoing sup- 
puration, etc., etc. 

When the first dressing is to be removed, let it be done, 
one strap at a time, in order that you shaU not interfere 
with any dight adhesions that might have taken place. If 



JACOB! OK DIPHTHERIA. 



A<i(.n,n«. 93 



«dheuoa of one portioa of gramilsUD^ surface to ftDodier, 
tbua Mving spice ia the formBtion of cicatricia] '' * ' 



e mve vou an illustratioD. In b&re-lip s 
will find tliat jour dressings fwl to keep tbe parts in coi 
tact, and (ho wound gapes anew. Now even when this hi 



ccurred, and the wound haa remained open for Ihi 
four days, or perhaps longer, you con, by drying the cut 
ed£<es and removing the cowulated lymph from the surface, 
secure union as readily as if nothing of the Bort had taken 
place. This is genendly known m union by the adhesive 
process, or the modeliing process of McCartney. 

There are a good many interesting pointa connected with 
the subject of ampuUtions which we have not now time 
to consider. I ahall, however, take another -^'~- 



®rijind Communuatimis, 

ON DIPHTHERIA AND DIPHTHERITIC 
AFFECTIONS. 

A OOHTBIBUnOH TO IMrAHTtLB PATBOLOQT. 

BT A. JAOOBI, K.D. 

A. ruKPcn. epidemic, after having visited New York city 

for a considerable len^ of time, seems to have fairly 
reached its end, only a limited number of diphtheritic sflec- 
ttooa having come under the observation of medical prac- 
titioners for the last few weeks. It has been our lot to 
meet with a large number of diphtheritic affections, both in 
prirate and dispensarv practice, and we may Ciirly state, 
that amongst the five nundred cases that have come under 
our notice nearly all, or perhaps all, the differences of 
■ymptoma, conaeauences, and final results of djpbtberia, 
enumtt«t«d by the large number of authors who have 
written the hiatoir of epidemics, or given their opinions on 
the pathology ana treatment of the diaeaae, hare been ob- 
served by as. We mean to give, in ttie following pages, 
ID a short and concise manner, our experience as to the 
symptoms of the disease, its nature, and its treatment, stat- 
ins at once that we do not at all claim autodidactic origi' 
nality in all the assertions and opinions laid down in this 
paper, particularly on treatment. On the cootrary, we 
nave carefully studied the opinions of author^ and their 
manner of managing a comparatively new and, to many, 
unknown disease. We decline, however, to give in the 
following anything that would be required in a complete 
monograph, viz. history, names of authors, comparison of 
different eindemic^ etc; it merely being our practical aim 
to describe the diseaae as we have met it in this city, 
adding our views on its pathology, and to give our thera- 
peutical experience and views for the benefit of such pro- 
tesdonal brethren in other communities who will have to 
fight the same enemy at some fiiture period. 

Before enterin^^ however, upon our subject, we have to 
perform the dut^ of stating, that the number of five hun- 
dred cases of diphtheritic affections observed byus for the 
last two years is by no means entirely exact We did not 
feel any particular interest in taking accurate notes of every 
mild case, after the epidemic hod mode ftur proaresa. 
Such cases only as were particularly instructive and mter- 
esting, have found place in our rote-book. We give but the 
numtier of such cases observed in the " Children's Depart- 
ment German Dispensary of the dty of New York," where 
every case, both mild and severe, is carefully noted ; but 
we may be allowed to add, that our private practice has 
offered a larger number of patients than the Dispensary. 
Thus, for instance, the iournd of the Dispensary shows, for 
January I860, the number of eighteen cases of membranous 
dipbtherite, and nine cases of affectiona con»dered by us 
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to belong to the range of, and caused by, the epidemic: 
while the record of our private patients, during the first 
week of January, gives, out of the whole number of seventy- 
seven patients, sixteen caaea of membranoua diphtheria, and 
thirteen of the second class. This distinction has always 
been kept by us; the diafnioais of diphtheria never beinir 
conEidei«d as unimpeachable except in such cases as offered 
well developed membranes; among the second class of 
such diseases as were considered by us to be Influenced or 
brought on by the epidemic genius, we have counted and 
put down stomatitis, pharyngitis, diphlheritlc pharyngitis, 
cervical adenitis, and aiphtheritic fever. 

In the children's department of the same WspeneMj the 
following number of patients affected with diphtheria, and 
kindred diseases, have been observed :— 



Dlpliacrfa. 

1858— April . . . — 

May ... 2 

June ... 2 

July ■ . . - 

■ September . — 

October . . — 

November . 1 

December . — 

18S9 — January . . 6 

February . . 12 

March ... 21 

April ... 17 

May ... 13 

July '.','.* 

August . . 6 

September 6 

October . . 4 

November 10 

December . i 

1660— January . . 18 

February . . 13 

March ... 26 

April ... 12 

May . . . 4 

June ... 8 

July ... 11 
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What is diphtheria T 

Diphtheria, or diphlherite, is, in its broadest sense, and 
flom a merely anatomical point of view, a morbid condi- 
tion recognisable by the exudation of fibrinoua pMudo- 
membranes. They generaDy coincide with pemicioUfl 
forms of inflammation, and are, in the majority of caees, 
exuded after a catarrn has preceded, 'nie pseudo-mem- 
branous exudation consists of fibrine, and is geoerslly ac- 
companied by serous secretion bi its n^faborfaood, and 
hyperemia and swelling of the sorroundnig parts. "Bm 
microscope shows it to be an amorpbons and nom<^;eneous 
mass, usually inter^peraed with imbedded epdtheUol cells, and 
by multiform, sometimes spherical, sometimes angidar, cof- 
pusdes of mucus. The exudation is tough and elastic, or 
soft and pulpy, or friable, sometimes very apt to macerate, 
and very much h'ke a serous liquid. It is usually membr»- 
noos, expanded over a plun surface, sometimea extensor 
into the subjacent tisaue, and in some few cases fbrming hard 
lumps, of irregular shape, of a fibrinous mass imbedded 
in the organic tissue. Its composition is proved to be 
fibrinous by chemical tests. In this respect it la like 
the plastic exudation into the bronchi ana Inng-cells ob- 
served in pneumonia, where ftbrinous coafjnlations ar* 
sometimes expectorated together with bronchial mueuB. 
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The Meado-membraiiefl differ in uie, UuckaMB, ud color, 
as well as in coDaateoc;. Their shspe ia very multirorm ; 
Bome tn round, aome »ngul»r, some regi;ilftr, some irregu- 
Itfj their thicknuaa variee from » traneparent thinnesB to > 
quarter of ftn inch snd more ; their color is white, ^lasej, 
peeniah, grey, yeUowiah, reddish, brown, according to 
ttwir thickness, expoeure to the kir, and admixture of 
blood; Mxnetimes unaltered blood atUiering to ita lower 
MT&ce. Ther are either merely adherent to a mucous 
membrane, witiiout any alteration of its tissue ; such is usu- 
ally the case on tho nucoue membiane d the bronchi and 
trachea-andmoBtlyoa the velum palati. Or they are imbed- 
ded in Its BubMance, at mootlv on the tonsils, and the poste- 
rior wall of the pharynx, and frequently in the larynx. It 
it also a very remarkable fact, that the same oonljuuoua 
membrane will attemat«ly be readily removed from the 
•DT&ce of the mn«oaB membrane, and again at a very short 
distanoe tear tbe mbetance of the muooua membrane at 
erary attempt at separating it The aurroonding parts are 
bypenemic, and swelled by oedema doring life; at post- 
mortem ezanuDatioos the oedematous swelling it sometimes 
found, bnt the hjtpengmia is no longer met with after tbe 
refrigerating and contracting inSoence of the atmo^faere has 
bad time to operate. Fseodo-membranes are found in the 
jdiarynx, on tonsils, trrula, and velum, on the gum, lips, and 
tonnie, on the mucous memtirane of uie moutL and nose, in 
the larynx, trachea, and brondii, in the su^rior part of the 
OMOphagUH, in the lower part of tbe intestinal canaL round 
tbe anus, in tbe vagina, the external ear, the naso-lacJiry- 
ma) duct, Ml tbe conjunctiva, and on the cutis wherever, 
and by wbalever cause it has been deprived of its surfaca, 
sore nipples, etc In all tliese places the t^emical as well as 
tbe microwmpical constitution of the membranotiH exudation 
is entirely the ssme. 

It is a remarkable Act that the majority of inflammatory 
nroocaaes attended with membranous exudation take place 
in tbe pharynx ; cases of both sporadic and epidemic pha- 
rrngeu diphtberite will sometimes be accompanied with 
diphtheritic prooesses of other parts; but diphiheriCe of tbe 
external ear, or vagina, will but seldom be heard of wilb- 
out b^g accompaaied wilh nbaryngeal diphtherite. The 
few cases of this Kind obeervea by us we count among excep- 
tional curiosiiiea. Next to pharyngeal diphtherite, m 
frequency, comes the mnoons membrane of the respiratory 
organs, e^Mcially of tbe larynx and trachea, and uie nos- 
triu. Sometimes the exudative process will either extend 
from one part to the adjoining one, or will merely wander ; 
sodden ttansmiadoti to distant r^ons, or cotemporaneous 
auction of distant parts, being usually not observed, except 
in epidemicc of d^theritic affections. To this point we 
Aall rataun at aoma fiitare occasion. 

We have stated, that the minority of diphtheritag are 
met wilh in the throat. Thus it occurs that the t«rm of 
diphtherite is usually applied and attributed to tbe peculiar 
pcocaes of exudation in the fauces ; so much so, uiat we 
generally have forgotten that dysentery, croup, etc, consist 
in, and ahow, the same anatomical lesions as diphtheritic 
•ore throat; tite diScrenoe of accidental symptoms and our 
tendency to claasiQcation either preventioe our perceiving 
or acknowledging the equahty in what simulates Terences. 
CertMoly, tbe same physiological or pathologitnd process, 
in diffeiwit organs, ought to be understood to offer a series 
(tf differing symptoms. 

Oar past epidemic has again proved that diphtherite is, in 
almost all oases, conined to, or originatea m, the throat. 
Thns, diphtherite and dqkhtheritio sore throat are ^most, as 
it were, identical terms. At aU events, the presence of 
menbraues in the throat may be taken as the ordinary 
occurrence; and in the following symptomatoIoKy we spef^ 
with particular regard to this usual form of diphtheria. 

A (aiUd shows symptoms of moderate fever ; pulse accele- 
nted p(Tha{« a httle small ; face somewhat flushed, sub- 
maxillary regicm a tittle swelled to bodi tigbt and touch ; 
more or lass beadaohe it oocqJained <^ swallowing has 
-■' —'-fa tot mm» days; tangat bM a soft, 



creamy whitish, or whitish grey or yellow fur, diminishing 
in thicknes towards the lat«a], and particularly the anterior 
region, where the papilte appear a Kttle enlarged and 
higher colored. One or both tonsils, or the posterior wall 
of the pharynx, the velum, uvula, or some of tbe enume- 
rated parts at the same time, are covered with a membrane 
as described above. The surrounding mucous membrane 
looks red, livid, is hypenemic, and shows ixdemntoa» swell- 
ing. The submaxillary and cervical glands are a little 
swollen. The breath of sDch patients has generaHy s bad 
smell, although the membrane does not extend very &r; 
at all events, some smell will be perceived as soon as tba 
membrane begins to macerate or fall off; especially is 
this the case when the throat is not kept clean. Such are tbe 
average of mild case!>, and the great majority of aH those 
which come under obeervstion in the onset of*^ an e^Ndemic 
They will get well in five, six, or ei^t days; some spon- 
taneously, some tSler appropriate treatment The mem- 
t>rane will be removed as a whole, and leave the mucous 
membrane underneath smooth, livid' or it will macerate, 
fall off in pieces, or b« removed as a half serous bqoid, and 
leave the mucous membrane, especially of the ton^, with 
a ra^^ appearance and saperficial ulcerations. At tbe 
same lime, the submaxiltuy and cervical glands will return 
to their normal siie. 

A number of cases occurred daring the e|ndemic, in 
which all the symptoms were present, with the exceptioB 
of Ihe formation of the membrane; there were sOTie 
amongst Uiem in wbitdilbe^mptomscd'fever and adenitis 
and even a general adynamic condition, were well pro- 
nounced. In such cases we never thought of putting the 
case down as diphtheria, but recorded it as pbaryngitiB, 
amygdalitis, or stomatitis; a number of cases which we, 
according to the severity of symptoms, supposed to be of a 
diphtheritic nature, we put down as diphtheritie pharyn- 
gitis, or diphtheritic fever; the former name being selected 
for such cases in which the symptoms of pharyngitis pre- 
vailed, die latter for such as showed fever as their foremost 
symptom. We were seldom mistaken, as in a day or two 
membranes would generally present themselves. 

There is a form of the diphtheritic process, in which very 
little or no fever is perceived, and little or no glandular 
swelling will take place. The congestion and swelling of 
the pharynx is not very remarkable, and the first remai^- 
able appearance is noticed on the follicles of tbe mncous 
membrane of the pharynx ; they are visible as whitish grey 
tpota of a twentieth or twelfth of an inch in diameter. Not 
long after, however, membranes are formed, and the whole 
process will run iU course in sometimes three or four 
days, without any great inconvenience to the patient Bnt 
there are cases in which the symptoms will incresse in 
severity, fever will set in, and submaxillary and cervical 
adenitis take place. Such caees have been separated by 
some authors as "common membranous angina," as "herpes 
of the throat," as " herpedc angina." Wc do not see any- 
thing else in these cases but light diphtherite, mostly with- 
out well pronounced general symptoms. We have not 
found any more reason to distinguish this form, of which, 
however, we have not seen more than a dosen of cases, 
from diphtheria, than we should think of excluding a 
case of scarlatina, without fever, and with less than usnal 
eruption, from the record of cases of scwlatina. Moreover, 
we have pointed to the feet that such apparently simple 
cases will sometimes be followed by fever and adenitis; 
and when we further add that some of these li^t cases of 
"herpetic angina" have been followed by diphtheritio 
paralysis, we ought to lay aside our fondness ror clasu- 
DcsUon and aubdivisioD ; and take nature as a whole, the 
different pathological conditions of the diphtheritic process 
are variable in Uieir ^pearance but alike in their inner- 

The local process of exudation is not confined to a certain 

limit. Uembranes will be found on the poetnior waO of 

the velum, and in the posterior nares, mocking Dp the 

noatrils and extending as ttt down at. tbe lipa.. In 
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■Dcli cues anuJl children, who are mofitlj used to breathe 
throu^ the DC "" ■ • ■ ~ 

braues wQl be 

stune COTuequencee *s those of the pharynx itself. To one 
peculiarity, however, we wish to direct the attention of 
our readers. We have once seen, in consultation, a little 
girl of five jean^ in the upper part of the dtj, with esteo* 
■ive membranesof the phMjni, velum, etc., but were strati 
with the fact that long cylindrical tubes of bise mem- 
braoe were brought up. These cylinders conld come from 
the trachea only: how was it that the child was not suffer- 
ing all the time from the almost dyspntea, but felt propor- 
Ijonalely not bad and gave, in its general appearance, a 
good proguoeie? We learned from our friend, Dr. 8^ who 
was then suffering from ezteosive diphtheria himself, that 
he, too, had brought up cylindrical tubes of membranes 
like those thrown off in children Buffering from laryngeal 
and tracheal dlphtherite, but that in lug case they came 
from the posterior nares. We dedre to state tiiis Eact, 
Buppoeing that some professional man might in some case 
have the fame difficulty in explaining the occurrence of 
cylindrical tube^ of membrane that do not come from the 
respiratory organs. 

la other cases the exudatitm of pseudo-membrane will 
extend downwards, instead of upwards, and will then con- 
stitute what is (^neralty called croup. The diagnosis of 
this deeoendtng cioup is difBcult in one respect only, vix. 
The tsdematouB BwelliDg surrounding the membraiioui 
teudation will sometimes produce croupous cou^ and dys- 
wusa, eta, before the membruie has reached the larynx. 
Dy cedema of the epiglottis, or glottis, or general laryngeal 
caUrriL Aa a general thing, there is not much practical 
difference, fix in the majority of sudi cases the process is 
of Boch rapidity, that we need sot wait long for real mem- 
branous exudation. At all events, the symptoms of this 
descending croup of the diphtheritic process are the same as 
are known in genuine or sporadic croup; and therefore, 
after we have learned besides, that the anatomical elements 
aod ci»iaUtution in diphtheritic membranes of ihe pharynx 
and Uryox is the same, we have a right to say, that there 
ia no real, aoatomjcal difference between " diphtheritic" and 
" teanine" croup. We ueed not return to the consideration 
Of the former assumption of a difference between croupous 
and ifiphtheritic membranes. It doee not exist Croupous 
membranes were those which were stretched over the 
mucous membrane, while the name of diphtheritic mem- 
branes was given to such as would be imbedded in the 
membrane and leave ulcerations, or loss of substance, when 
removed, ntere is no such difference. 

A bo7 of eight months, of Norfolk streetj under the care 
of Dr. Erackovrizer, who had been snSbnng from hoop- 
iog-oougb for four weeks came under observation m 
Januaip', 1860, for bronchitis, high fever, and light pharyn- 
geal dipbtherite. Five days after, the membranes were 
gone, and bronchitis and fever had subsided. After Gve 
man days the urine was observed by the mother to color 
and (tiffen the linen. It was viscid, of normal quantity 
and color, and became a thick solid mass of ooaguhim after 
being exposed to heat No blood corpuscles under the 
miacro3Cop& but a large number of epithelial celb of the 
kidneys, within two days the amount of albumen de- 
creased decidedly, but fever rose again, and new exudation 
was visible in me pharynx ; afrer two more days crot^ 



oui courii and hoarse ti 



1 the next 



t mortung, 



produced by exhaustion; the dyspnoea not being 
dered grave. The post-mortem examination revealed mem- 
branes in the ptuu^niz, on the posterior sur&ce of the soft 
palate, on the superior sur&oe of the epiglottis — an exceed- 
mgly rare occnrrence — and in the larynx. Two sisters, of 
five, and one and a half years, were both affected, in Janu- 
ary. 186D, with pharyngeal diphCherite, accompanied with 
high fever and cervicd adenitis. Both recovered for a while, 
the youngest one in a shorter time than the other. Fever 
' and membranes disappeared, nor did any symptom remain, 
except a somewhat livid appearance of the mucous mem- 



brane of the pbairnx and nostrita. About three weeks 
after the first attack the youngest child was again sBhited; 
fever and cervical adenitis reappeared: bo did a thick, «^ 
white membrane on the left tonsil. The general symptoms 
remaining as they had been, tlie membrane estemled to the 
posterior wall of the pharTm, right tonai!, uvula and velum, 
and upwards to the nostrils and lips, and down to the larynx. 
The (Jiild died a day aAer the larynx had eomrnenced to be 
aflected, and but three dajs after the first onset of this 
second attack of diphtheria. This ease was the more le- 
markabla to us as it was the first under our observation of 
descending diphtheria terminating &taHy by suffocation. 
We are sorry to say^ that this case had its equals since. A 
boy of three years, m Avenne B, suffered from diphtheria; 
membranes, cerrical adenitis, and fever. In the sune de- 
gree as the membrane extended upwards, it fbund its way 
downwards too, to the larynx, so as to threaten death from 



id supported by the suooeesftil operatioii 
in a boy of five years, perfcrmed by Dr. Gay, of Boston 
(Boat. Hed. and »ir^. Jour. 1899), we perfbrmed the opera- 
tion. On the followmg day the membranes bad not Mily 
extended In the pharynx and mouth, but the external 
wound, too, was covered with di[ditheritto membrane. In 
this ease the diphtheritic process was of sndi obstnuey, that 
we had to wait seventeen days, becaose of the impermea- 
bili^ of the larynx, befbre beine able to remove thecannla. 

Here, then, are three cases of "diphtheritic" crotq). One 
shows the symptoms and anatomical lesions of "genuine" 
croop, is operat^ upon, and gets well. Another of the same 
nature, diphtheria preceding for weeks, terminates fctally 
from suffocation. We could report the case of another mri, 
rfseven years, in the upper part of the city, in whom diph- 
theritic membranes and general symptoms of diphtheria vn- 
oeded the laryngeal diphCherite for more than a week. 7he 
dyspnoea rend^ied tracheotomy neoesBaiy, but the mem- 
branes descended so hr into the brandiial ramiftcations, 
Mtd were of such touglmess and thickness, that cvlindere 
and shreds of an inch in length could be brouriit up mm the 
bronchi by means of a Ibroepa. The diild <Bed from suflb- 
cation. Another case, we have reported, ended &tiJIy 
from exhaustion, not, however, from snffbcation, nor from 
poisoning of the blood by carbonic acid. And hwe is all 
the differenciL as shown in some Aw cases, between " gam- 
ine and " diphtheritic" croup. 

There have certainly been cases <^oronp, {jennine <9onp, 
differing widely from each other, in the experience ofevNy 
one of our readers. The differences are either of an individual 
or of a general nature; The fcmner do not interest ns here, 
the latter do. Qenuine croup is apt to cause death either 
by suSbcation, or by poisonmg with carbonic add ; and 
" diphtheritic croup may show a third and fourth cause of 
' [haustion, an ' ' " " ' 

t we wish to 
of diphtheria, aa tibown by observation and rational 
condusionB. 

Diphtheria is a general disease ; H bis local depodte^ itfs 
true, but in the same manner that scarlatina will k>caliBe Itself 
on the skin, mucoas membrane <^ the Beffinian canals^ etc, 
measles on the rtin, toocoqb membrane (/ the respiratory 
Cleans, ete,, or typhoid fever on the nnicons membrena 
of the intestinal tract, etc. 'Kins ^htheria will, bong 
eminentiy a constitutional disease, loCaUae itsdf on the 
mncous membranes and denuded ddn in general, and on 
the mucous membrane of the pharynx and larynx in parti- 
cular. Therefore, the danger of the disease dntends try no 
means on the extension or thickness rf the exodaljon, some- 
times a very small amonnt of exudation taking [dace in ex- 
tremely dangerons cases. Some isaes have set in with an 



kHngly Ugh fkiver; with vomiting, irtiit^ so ?nu- 
i«11y is a ^mptom of sudden aod general affKtion of the 
system ; with oonvnlnotiB, like those obser-red at the out- 
break <n acote exanthema, and with n^nd oottapse not at aD 
explained by any of the vtmUe mvptopa. A bedtkr and 
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f Bome p«iD in HW>nowmg, >Dd appeared languid 
uid slnepj. It was in tbe aulumn of 1857, and no epidemic 
of aoj kind was prevalent at that time in the city. The child 
did not ^ipeaT to be very aick, Uiere were very Tew local 
^mptoms m the throftt, » lilUe tumeflMtion ot the tonsils, 



on either tonsil FuIm ninetj, reeble. The patient had a 
moderate temperature of the ■kin; eitremities not cold; 
okiD felt rat^r dr; and flabby. The child was listless, in- 
different to anytbing around, took some food as a matter 
of courae without longing or asking for it. No local ^Ln 
anywhere except a siidit unensiness on pressure exercised 
on the CoufliU; bowela rather constipated. The patient 
answered quastiooa iatelli^bly, but indiSerentlj and slowly. 
Fu;h1s rekcting to the light, no cerebral symptoms what- 
ever, except the slowness of mental function alluded to. 
No diagnosis poeuble besides tJiat of local phsrrn^al diph- 
(harite, as we nad seen no case of genera] diphtlieritic affec- 
tion <tf dw system at that time. No particular change on 
tiw next dn, nor on the third; with only the exception 
that the child grew more and more indifferent, listless, and 
melaBcholy, cued little for anything that was done to rouse 
or ease him, and appeared to havB no desire for, nor objec- 
tion Lo, anything; The pharyngeal membranes had ex- 
tended aomewba^ but not over a suriace of more than two- 
thirds of an inch in diameter; oo piwress downwards, no 
affection of the respiratory organs, no dyapncea. No appre- 
ciable chanM had taken place on the morning of the fourth 
day. with ue exception the ^neral adynamic condition 
of the patient was increasing. It kept increating, the diild 
nevertheless taking some food, and uttering a few words 
now and then, answering que8tioii& retaining apparently 
the fid] degree of liit intellectual faculties, The general 
temperatore diminished, the child went on ainkinff more 
and more r^idl^r, and when we returned in the afternoon 
he was dead, quiet to the last moment; no dy^ncea, no 
perceptible cause of dsatli — extinction of life 1^ a fire 
■lowly extinguished from want of fuel Post-mortem ex- 
amination gave but negative reaulta. No organ abnormal; 
cmIv gsowal aoauuia. What Uttle blood was in the 
body an>eared rather thin, and of dark color. No diphthe- 
litic meadinuie on any part of the body except in the pha- 
rynx. 

Althon^ not all the fatal cases ran iheiroourae with this 
entire abeemje of positive symptoms, terminating in death 
as it were without diaoaae, a ^reat number of cases have 
eome under observation, in which the local exudations were 
by no means in proportion to the general symptoms and to 
the character of the attack. Exc^ve fever, with a pulse 
ef 140, 150, 180, Uke that in scarlet fever, but generally of 
a more adynamic character, and Urge swellings of the sub- 
maxillary and cervioal glanda have in a large number of 
eases been observed to precede the exudation of fibrinoua 
nembniBe for three, four, even five days. Then, at last, 
membranes would make their appearance, and either cover, 
in aome iostaioest the pharyngeal mucous membrane and 
the adjoining parts to a large extent, or, in most cases, 
remain for a ume of moderate size. Such cases are 
nCTet without danger ; the adynamic character of the 
^i""", combined with the intrinsic danger of a fever 
like that described, being full^ able to produce death from 
exhauatioa in a very short time indeeo. Such have been 
those cases also in which a septic character would devebp 
itaelC Instead of being removed as a whole, or in pieces, 
the membranes woulii decfty macerate, or flow o^ with 
the serous secretion of the adioiiiing mucous membranes, 
98 a thin sanious matter, of watery color, and cxces- 
■iveiy foul amell, and would exulcerate every healthy part 
it came in contact with. Dloerations, on the original seat 
of the membranes, or such as were succeaaively formed on 
neighboring localities by contact with the sanious, foul 
■ecntion, would a^:ai«. prove the seat of new secretion and 
atench, and aometimes require many weeks, even month^ 



I such individuals who suffered most fVcm anKmis and 



In a family where diphtheria was just reaping its harrest, 
or in the neighborhood, children would fall sick with all the 
initial symptoms of diphtheria, excessive fever, exhaustion, 
pharyngitis, and adenitis, but no membranes would appear. 
The whole would take a course like that of diphtheria, and 
the patients require a long time (o recover. Such cases we 
have always pot down ss diphtheritic fever. We feel sur^ 
however, that they were entitled to be named diphtheria 
like those in which membranes were formed. Simitarcaeeg 
will occur in other epidemics, where part of the symptoms 
only will be fittly developed, without however loemg tbeir 
general character ; there is a great dilFerertce, too, amonr 
cases of scarlatina in every epidemic, according to individual 
nature, accompanying circumstances, and the severity of 
original infection or contagion. Further, there is a great 
difference depending on whether s case of zymotic disease 
will occur Bporadicdly, or during Ihe height of an epidemic; 
^loradic cases, and sudi aa occur at the commencement of 
an epidemic, generiJIy proving to be milder fortns. Thns 
diphtheria, in sporadic oases, or in the beginning of the e^ 
demic, may look like a merely local disease^ beinf^ in its 
nature a genera! affection of the system. Diphthena with 
its local exudation into the larynx has, for many decen— 
niums, generally been observed sporadic, and therefore has 
been tien to be a merely local affection. It has been 
otherwise in our epidemic. At all events we bdieve we 
have shown that pnaryngcal as welt as laryngeal diph- 
theria may have the appearance of either a local alteration 
a constitutional disease; its true nature being general 



and constitutional, like si 



'"^l 



of the (fiseaaes 



comprehended under the head of lymotic affections. At 
this point, finally, we allude to the real meaning of the 
terms of dipbtterite" and " diphtheria." According to 
its origin the former means a local, the latter a general I 

affection. If a uniform name was to be given to all the c«et 
occurring, both sporadically and epidemically, it could be 
that of diphtheria only ; but such cases as exhibit more of 
a local character, might as well be called phaiTngeal, kryn- 



. . . have a few more words to say on the swelltng of die 
submaxiUary and cervical glands. It is a symptom that 
will be found in almost every case, and never missed in any 

severe one. It is so certain to be met with, and so little, 
in many cases, in proportion to the extension of the mem- 
branes, and, moreover, so generally keeping pace with the 
danger of the fever, that we have been taught to consider 
the amount of ^andukr swelling accompanying ptiary*- 

feol diphtheria, as a higlily valuable prognostic symptom. 
t will often remun after the other symptoms have eub- 
^ded, but the case must not be considered to be perfectly safe 
as long as the glandular swelling or induration last*. Sup- 
puration of the diseased glands we have met with in tnit 
very few cases. We consider the glandular swelling as a 
means of determining the amount of constitutional infee- 

Thc epidemic nature of the disease is an acknowledged 
fact; consequently we do not wish to carry owls to Athens 
by repeating what every reader knows. Nor is it necessary 
to saj much on the communicabilitj^ of the disease by en- 
demic influences. Tor every practitioner who has but seen 
a Umited number of cases, has certainly learned, that cases 
will seldom occur isolated in one locality. OenersUy. a 
number of inhabitants of the same room, house, or neigli- 
borhood, will be affected at the same time, or in short intet^ 
vals. Tbushospitalwardscontainingcasesof diphtheria, will 
soon exhibit a number of other cases of the same disease. 
This (act has been so oflen reported, and is so well known, 
that this source of infection need not be dwelt upon any 



ences, exercising their power on every inhabitant aUke,^ 
have not rather been the consequences of direct contagion. * 
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TtuR question of thcoontagiousaess oTdipbtheTuhasbeen 
the atambtUig-bloclc of moet writera, and we must ooafeoB, 
of some (^ tbe most consraeittjous obm. For oertainl; the 
more scrupulouH an author would be, the itoore he wfll 
feel boaod Ut reebiot the territorj of ooi]tu[ion in aU caaea 
th«t give a ohaace of being expUined by endemic influences 
•lone. For our own part, we at onue State our conviction of 
tbe oontagiousn«ea or diphtiierit. We icnow full well that 
the proof thereof is not eiey. looculatiMi baa )Mwed either 
fruitlega or improbable; tt>e oasee of surgeona rslBl«d to 
have been directlj affected bj diphtheritic patients, admit of 
other explanati<»is ; the vast miyorit; of cases believed to 
be^ and renorted as prooGi of coataKionsneea, are reallj 
better e^sined bj local, endemic mBuencea. But we 
know of inatancea of contagion Uke the following, fbw 
though the; be : A lady in Hudson Street, in this citr, 
in wtioee house, or neighborhood, waa no ewe of diph- 
theria, went to see a ttunily in the eaatem part of the 
raty several times, while this part of the eity exhibited a 



for a whole daj, in oompany with a baby. 



I stayed tliei« 
The eoBse- 



t home were affected in the course of a week. 
this instanos no oaee proved fatal But Dr. D. has oom- 
muoicated to na tiie very similar fact, of iD]|)ortatioii of 
diphtheria from the Battery to Varick Street, where tbe 
disease had not occurred before, witJi the result <^ the dis- 
ease eventual^ proving fatal to several chil^«n in Uie aasie 
family. From a veiy limited number of snch oocurrenoes 
we hare a ri^ht to eondude that diphtheria may be pro- 
pagated by direct contagion. We do not mean to aay that 
It oeoeesanly must be communioated to everybody coming 
in contact with a patient— ailhongh we hxn r^»e«teiUy 
obaarved such members of a &DUI7 as wwe most engaged in 
wMting apon those already affedted, to be tLe next suffer- 
ers— Just as little as we assert that tbe Uke endemia eante 
existing in a room, or house, or nei^faboritood, nrast oeceB- 
■arily strike down every humao bemg under its inflnenoe. 
Sor do we think, that no case oi diphtheria Wold orifpiMe 
in anj other way except by oontagion. Bat we feel sure, 

Ijtat It partakes of tiio nature of such e[Hdemtc " 

typhoid fever, 1-.:-- 1— mi- t--. 



perimenta ia 



ir scarlatina, or meariea. Tbe failure of 1 
o proof; for when has the direct experinwDt 
^ionmees of typhus, scarlatina, and meaalas, or 
on their inoculabiUty, given any satisfactory rasidt? And 
nevertheless, although there are some who deny CMitagion 
by typhoid fever, alt three are reoognised to be pro- 
pagated by direct oommuaication from one individnal to 
another. The diphtheritic membranes, moreover, obwrved 
to form on the sore nipfdesof Diothenorwet-nnrBeB, wlioee 
diildren suffered from diphtheria, *OTe«r to be as good a 
proof that conta^on is a canse of diphtheria, as any that 
ODold be fimnd in any other diaease. 

The complications of diphtheria are very nmnerovs. Ko- 
thing else can be expected in a disease, which is le wit to 
lut a ItHig lime as it will ^ner^y impair h6alth *m ntt- 
tritioQ for a protracted p^rod. We do Dot ootuit oorysi, 
croop, eta, mere loealisatioos of the dinsse, amoagst its 



roopLeto, 

oompucstdons, nor shall we have anytfaisg to aay 
hemon^agea occurring during its course until w« enu- 
merate its final oousequences ; nor do we feel sure whotber 
ve ate right in consiaering pneumonia with its rapid ex- 
udation as a mere accidental complication. For it is oer- 
tain, that pneumonia will ve^ often oooor during the 
diphtheritic process, and mav easily be influanoed by tbe 
peculiar coostitation of the blood ^viag riae to r^nd and 
copbus fibrinous exudation. It ts well known to all of 
our readers that oronp will oflentimea be oonqilicatod with 
pneumonia, and even prove fatal not by its own influenjce 
Out by the midden and extensive pr(^>tgatioii of the sxada- 
tire process to the bronchi and hmga. Whichever opinion 
mAy M right, it is certain that pneumonia is very ftwonently 



veirrare. 
w^ to r 



several symoljc diseases, U) » 
farunculod& eryttpeJaa, intemittena, a»d )Qt«niuttente^)^ 
lalgia, vsriwoid, and acute riienmatism ; fhrther, general 
annmia, paralysis (pre-existing), rachitia, puhnonary ta- 
beroles, eczema of the faoe, dysuna, stoaatitisvphtbosa and 
ulceraliva, gangreiie of the throat utd nomA: gaMrio^ inte>> 
tin^ and gBatro-inteetin*! oatanh, laiyiueal catarrh ; <Ela- 
tation, and hypertrot^y, of the heact: njpenamia of the 
brain, and menmgeal cedema. Uanyof themoonplkntioos 
are very dangerous and frigfatful intteed. WehaTeatteadad 
a young man of nineteen yean, retidiag in dhryatia Btreat, 
in whom tbe phwynx and nostrila were the seat of diph- 
theritic membranes ; adenitis and fever being in lh« bo- 
ginning very moderate. The mM^mnee wem hard and 
thick, and proved very obstinate for some weeks, nntil, in 
February, Uio patiwit was affectsd with micdiud. Fnem 
this time the atrength <^ the patiant gare way, the few 
rose, appetit* dis^peared, muoons membrsiMo ^w pal& 
skio VW7 ixiactive. Tbe naual time of dea^nanniww tisisd 
by, but no desquamation took place; the senifa grew hard 
and dry and gave a great deal of pwn on bMng tooched; 
at the sanw time th^ inereSMd in b«^ and diameter, so 
as to urge upon m the rteoessity of removing tfawn by foM*. 
Beneath each of thorn the nmaee was a deep discokn^d 
uloer, seereting a whitish ydlow or greenUi pals matter 
torn • whitish grey rotmlwane that ooveiMl the jg^nnd. 
Thus each varioloid puatule oOnstitntsd a diphtberitN ufesr, 
a hundred of which oovemd the head and fimo and tinnk 
•od extremities of o«r unA»tiioate patiant ItmaywAen . 
to say, that he required several monlha btfoe the rHnh 
theritic utoers of his scsip and faoe got wdl, and that he has 
not recovered his former strength and health -np tothm 

*, Now, that iuoh oamjrii ea tions of bwo symolic 

should ocour ia sot at all improbdde, nor an thoy 

rare. There are mMiy cases, in whiofa we AouM do 

remeoibeT that a oompbcatna of seaclalina and 

, or <tf meaales and urttmia, form a emnponsd thsri) 

somstioMS met with in {vaetiM^ and is very apt to mis- 
lead the pnotitionar, and to ba miicoiMtaiwd t^ him. Nor 
is it an entiiely extraordinary oeoamooe to see «b neale 
exaothemB atepmbefoio snotbsr has fhUy oompleted ita 
eoncM^ Tfaas we hate lh« ossa of a thm, on wham we 
wet* fiilly ^ile to diagnosticMe, to onr entire MttabelieB, 
tlM presence of searlMina, wlicaria, wsiilsi, and finally 
TiriMoid, in the «ow«o of tlmtty-two days from ths irst to 
the last attack. 

Not an unlteqaeBtoomphcMiaaof dq^tberiaisaAnms- 
muia, which nu^ be <4MefT«d in any sU« of d>e d iisass. 
It is not at all trae, that aUmmianm in ^hth«ria and In 
scarlatina shows the diftrencs pmnted out by PmcmIi 
writers, vis. that aUmminuiia Is a eomptiantioa of ths 
first stage of d^htheria, and <tf ths later periods of sosri*- 
tina; tSa aaBamption being equally MToneons ii 
the two. Abcnt » quarter of aU the case* or 
albmniniBia gave a poHtive resolt at to its p 
neariyaUthepost-mortmneKSmiii " 
nsmic o(wditM>n ot the Iddnovs; una oain^ vm mw omm 
o( or at least iiiiniiiilsiil witn, aUmnMBma. Than it ^ 
pears that slbumiMris, akhovgh Saimd ia ma^'esMB sf no 
Mveriiy, no* aomstiass »Hsnded with soy dtoMr, is a 
oompboatioB of moM than svsnee iiqwrtNisak A bow of 
e^t years, a rewdMit <tf WaAagton slnet, HoboMO, 
N7 J., died in ^^enarsl dtmia MsmditOM, lastiaj for d|^ 
hours; ito strsbismna btiw pnssnt, and the pt^sli enUbi^ 
ing soma Tsry duAt reastMO to the liajit alBMt nptoths 
pMDtofdsUh. Pa(ienthsdiMt«rb«bcobMn8M&:brlhs 
phyMiao, a^ died bflfare a dia^eais oonU be msda^^Ws 
ooold lemn from the psrenla b«t a verjr faw facta f w ai n g 
to a preceding diseana ; the boy had been hi (be ^*^** 
ust^, ths Tory Isit day of bia Ufa, mamtly **^. 
but wsa reported, stwirt*" 9n«?*« W»fJ^ 
been without Us nand good hnmor fer »»>* "^ p_J* 
oight weeks, withovt Ua nanal afipMita, •^.JlTwrn. 
f^Mnod of pmn in awnllowing *» • ^' j^ gtaw 
weeks bsfoae hk dnath. Uot^"'*^ "»* *"*^ 
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sweUii^ were peroaivtd in both saboMziHHy region?, whidi 
h^wd to give lu the impreesioD that death waa in this 
ease produced hy renal aflection conaeqaent on dipbdieriK, 
For we hare repeatedly fonnd that even oonsderalM tume- 
&ctiOD of tbe gtende leaTen proportionMelv but slight 
•igna after death. The ntme taken &om the bladder. wbiiA 
contained alai^ amoant, proved to be loaded wKd alba- 
meo. ThoiungB were normal, but exceeditigljcedematoua; 
heMt aiMunic, containinK solid fibrinoue coa^olationB ; liver 
BOKinio, Bfaowing some btt; degenemtion ; ^leen anannic 
and firiable; left kiduajreiceedingtjhjpergemic, blood flow- 
ing from the first incietoD, without any pressnre being 
Meorted to ; r^t kidney in the aaaie hyper»mic conditjon. 
eoBUuniag aqnantitj of mucna in e&cb of the calicM, anfl 
an afaoeMB of the »e of a coSee-bean in the medullary aub- 
itauce ; each of the tonsls, and the Telinn palaljnam, and 
the poat«rior wall of the fdiarym contained deep uloera- 
lioiw, wtne of two-thirda of an inch in diameter, and some 
more atqpierficial ones etill lined with di)^theritic mem- 
branes. A boy of a little mOTe thui two years, redding in 
ChTyatie street, N. T., Buffered, when we were first cidled 
tos^ him, from extensive pharyngitis, considenble bilateral 
RUndslar swellil^ of the sobmaxillary regioo, and a high 
ferer. Our diafnoeis of di[ditheritic fever waa confirmed 
OD the next day by targe nembraiiee oovering botii tonsils 
aod part of th« umla. No albumen. Paljent got weii in 
Mg^t or nine days, the nMaabranea having disappeared, and 
th« ^aodukr swelliog- and fever subsided. We left the 
patient, after having examined bis urine, not finding ottu- 
men ; nor did wa tee him befbre three days afterw«rd& 
when chanoii^ to paaa the house. The boy waa reported 
to b»Te been well and lively, Mid to have afept wril all the 
time, bat appeared ftverish. A dose of anlph. diin. w« 
pracribed to be tak«n late in the aAwmoon. At 4 a.h. 
next moming w« ware sent for; the chid had been in 
general donis oonvaUona for two boors, and breathed his 
Mt OD oar cotermg tfaa room. B» was reported to have 
paoMd no arine since we left him, grew mora and more 
wrerish and raatless, Snallj qniet and aoporans, until he 
waa taken with Donvukdons. The urine we took from the 
Madder was strongly albaminoua. A boy of two yeani, 
residing in Fourth Avenue, saffered from diphtheria, oomptt- 
cated with aoute ibennatism of the knee and foot-joints, 
bnt not with atbunrinnha, for several weeks of the iMt All, 
■nd reoDVered bis usual atrength and hvelinen towards the 
cloae of the year. In the middle of January, 1880, he 
was again afiected with diphtheritia fever, slight membra- 
aona exodationa on Uto teasik, great prostration, and bron- 
chial catMTli. All these aymptOKu subsided in four or five 
d^; toe boy again anilukg, talking, eating, and enjoying 
himself in the opea mt. On the evening of the sixUi day 
aoota pnlmonai; cedema made ita appearance, wiA aD its 
■ubss^nent i^ymptonie, and death enaned at 1 rjt., on the 
Ulowutg day. The post-mort«m axami»atSon revealed: 
Onneral aBKnwa, axtensive bilstenl oedetm of the lungs, 
miliary tnbenlaa in tbs inftrior lobe of the left lung, fatty 
degaoeraticn of the liver, BriglH's dimasa and albmnmuria. 
A girl af Oree y««r% reHtUng in SaWnth Avenne, affected 
witti potaioBan tabenles and fktty ttagenavtion of the 
Uvcr, wbn had been aonse<qi)ent)]r atMsnio md feeUe for a 
kmg time, Ml sick with dipbAeria, and a nB e rad for a num- 
ber of weeks with it iimI albu mi n nri a. Finally. Mood and 
poa to a laos amotrnt ^)p«s«ed in the urine. The strength 
of tha chid was kapt np n onich as poosiUe, tfae renal 
fimaliaas wara paHienlariy takan aar» of, ontifMirUe and 
aatiseplatt taaataoent aras resorted to, and tha child got 
feirly over ou of tfae meat feaifiii aMacks of tba diaease we 
racMBiber to have aboervad. Ho eonvtiUoni ensned 
.dnri^ (ha whc^ eotuae «f the Aaeaaa; 

Ibn latter amt we hava alluded to in order to show that 
•van the worat eases «f dipbthetia oonpticated with alba- 
■lioDria, beskba ganeral dis e aa c a of <M staniting, must not 
ntrily he iaa p a ira a sf; and Cartber to poiDt to tfae 
importanoe of albwniinria in itseIC If the preaenoe 
amon in tha nrine waa the real and only cause of tfae 



fatal result, we could hardly conceive that this bst d*m 
recovered while the others terminated Iktally ; but we 
seek the cause of death, consequenliy in the sapproBsioii 
of renal seft^tion, io geoerally fonnd together, m reml 
fayperxmia and consecutive degeneraticHiB of the kidnaji, 
with albuminuria ; and more particularly in the abasoee of 
una in the urine, for it is well known that a large amcoBl 
of uriiw may be excreted through Ihe kidney^ and never- 
tbeless urea retained in the blood as cause of death. At 
all events, however, we have, fl-om what we have learned, 
a ri^it to conclude that albuminuria is a grave complio- 
tjon under all circumstances. We have sometimes seen 
it not followed by any dangerous consequences; bat, 

r' I, have fonnd several cseea of consecutive paraljai^ 
^parently light cases of diphtheria, to be preceded 
by alburaiuuri*j thus being led to believe, that the gnre 
result of the dieeaee was connected with (he presence of 
^umen in the urine during its course. We have do 
doubt that ^tmminuria complicating dtphthnia pointi 
always to a deep and thorou^ alteration, more so than is 
sortatinsL, where the complication is the local result <{ 
scariatinous affection of the Bellinian oanals, and that it ii 
of more importance and attended with greatar dan^ ki 
di^itberia than in scarlatina. 

We conclude these remarks on albuminuria cooDnMd 
with diphtheria by alluding to the fhct, that albuniDocs 
units has t>een found in a number of diseases which do* 
but oneo cmmon ij^mptom, vie. hydrtemia. If anv dieeaw 
baa a great and rapid mSnenoe in impoverishing the blend 
and increasing ita relative amount of water, it is diphtheria 
Thus the rapM change in the endoemotic ftanctions of the 
kidneys, together with th'e frequent, either general « 
local, diminution of nerveus power, - may account in 
many or the majority of cases, for the appearance d lU^ 
men in the urine of patients ButTering from diphtheria 
This latC«r supposition would be confirmed, also, bj (be 
above-Dtentioned fact, that Bome apparentlv benifm cages tf 
diphtheria, in whose initial stagee albuminuria bad betn 
found, have t^minated in either general or local ptnljw 
or paresis. Besides, the post-moriem examinatioD of i^ 
boy dying from pharyn^al and laryngeal diphtheria, cop- 
plicated with diphtheria, shows ^ manner in wbict 
albuminuria may aSM the secretion of urine and the gene- 
ral oondition. The kidneys, in that case, were firmly enve- 
loped in their ct^Mules, and byperRmi& and offered so 
abnormal appearance on microscopical inspection, ftit 
nndw dte mtcroaeope the epitheha of the kidneys were w 
ss it were inflated, enlarged, and of a somewhat Itfs d» 
tinct wpesMnee. Thus the Bellinian canals wen o>hs- 



The confidence inspired by the presence ofPar^iendiW 
the gairisonof Metx to keep the city until thti grilantsnn/ 
that lay around it perished beneath its walla. The heroic 
courage of DesgenetteSj in attending upon and toucfaiiig 
U)e infected, and even mocufeting himself with the plague 
(o dmw its non-contagiousness, restored the prostrate too- 
gies of (be French army in the East, nnder Va'pfMoa, 
which had sunk, ntteriy disheartened, beneath theniew 
name of this terrible scourge. After the bloody battle of 
Bylau, Napoleon, in passing, fbund the eminenl I*rWJ 
standing in the snow, nnder a slight canopy of brandu^ 
engaged in dressing the wounded ; on ap;ain passmg the 
same place, at the «ame hour, next day, he saw ibemde- 
Atigable sur^feon still occupied as before. Thus had Larcj 
spent twenty-*)ur hours uninterruptedly, except in the fc* 
minutes snatched fbr a hurried repaatl What finer diep^ 
of bsnerotent zeal is upon record?— Dr. W. C. Bo&r» 
Suhgivm of MetUail Samct. 

loDixa AS A DisniTicTAirr. — Bionet says, that the foulest 
sores may be rendered entirely free from o^nsivenes bj 
spplioatioim of tincture of iodine. 
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PENNSYLVANIA HOSPITAL. 

[asrrMg at Dr. BAXnBOm) 

FRAonmca. — 1. A ioddle-aokd laboring man had jiut been 
brought in, willi an injury by the falling of a bank of earth 
upon hig leg. When hia boot was cut off, it Tfaa ascer- 
tnned that be had iuETered a fracture of the legatee ankle, 
together with much displacement of tie bones. These 
were reduced, (fie fragments adjnstedj and the leg {iriaced 
in a box, with the usual house application of a mixture of 
lead water and beHadonDa. A singular circumstance con- 
nected with tlie case was the feet that the limb was covered 
with 6mai\ fragmenta o/glaa. ■ Dr. H. took oceaaioo to re- 
mark tipon the finding of sach things, and the occa^onal 
dtfficultT to account for their presence. The mjsteiy wm 
■OOD aolTed b^ examiiUDg Ike boot, when pMtions of a gbn 
bottle were found in it, put in, according to the patient, " to 
htep tht cold ovt, aivifia, up " (tlie thermometer at 90°). 

2. A amall boy with compound fracture of the skull from 
the kick of a horse, admitWd one week ago. The seat of 
injur; i> just lixsn the right f^e. The bone was bared, 
and a large Sssure produced in the external table, jet not 
a bad symptom bad occurred. It had been merely dressed 
widi isinglaas plaster, and the patient kept ataolutelj at 
rest 

3 Fraotureof the middle third of the claTicle. This man 
has been placed in bed on his back, and Fox's uiparatos 
(the one generally used in the house) appUed. This con- 
sists of a padded collar or ring placed around the arm at 
the rfwnMer of the soond side, and a sort of ding in whi<d» 
tbe elbow of the iqured side is placed; by straps this sling 
i« Bttadied to the collar; a pad under the azilU oompletes 
the dressing. 

SiSLocATioNB. — Two cases of displacement of the acromial 
extremity of the clavicle were next exhibited. In one 
the [«rts were retained in place by a sort of dresnng, ^le 
prominent point in which was a tourniquet, the strap of 
'whidi WH placed beneath the elbow, while the screw was 
£MeDed directly orer the acromial portion c^ the davicle, 
cotton having been emi^yed to prevent injury by thepres- 
Bure.^ Thi^ though certainly a novel apparatus, answered 
the indication perfectlv. The other case had been treated 
by position on the back in bed, and was doing well. 

iNJtniT OF THi Era.— The eye of this man had been 
iiQnred by a stick which perforated the cornea, and 
-wounded the iris. The aqueous humor had been partially 
discharged into the tissues surrounding,' and there was a 
prolapsus of the iris. The seat of injury was so covered 
DT the projection of the conjunctiva that it was impoeri- 
ble to reduce the di^lacemenL Atropia 2 gr. to aqua 
f Ji was dropped into the eye to cause dilatation of die 
pupil. In these casee the beet, and often the only tre«l- 
ineat required is to keep the eye perfectly at rest. This is 
kccomphahed by closing both eyes by means of the isin- 
glass plaster. This patient shows every evidence of ap- 
proaching mania-a-potu, and must be carefully watdiML 
Shodd this set in, the sound aye had better be permitud 
to remain free, as anch patieiila are liable to be more terri- 
Uy affected when unable to see. 

Abscess. <iF tbk Abdohih.— 1. This man presented an 
anusual form of disease. He had been admitted six weeks 
Ago, vritii a tamor of the abdomen, SMmingty full of air. 
ALfter three weeka H opened, and discharged much inaMer 
«nd ^ This would have led to the supposition that some 
connexion ealBtBd between tiie abecew and the bowels^ b«t 
mm no poe was found in Ae Bto<^ or nrine, this could not 
iMW been the caae. It is always found that the emtcala 
of absceeses situated in close proximity to the intaatiBM er 
bladder, by a process of exogmose from those cavities aaaume 
tbe fetor and other qualities of the urine or faecal matter. 



This affection arose from a contnaon. It requires notliing 
more than ajmlicatjon of a wadi of rinci sulph. gr. ij., ahunin. 
gr. X., aq. r| j., warm fomentations oocaaionidly, care, and 
good diet. 

2. A similar case was next exhibited ; the abscess was 
discharging &ee)y, and required the same treatment as 



BELLEVUE HOSPITAL. 
DiAtn roLLOwnro IitHAiaTioN or Chldi 

Oh the morning of Aug. 1st, 1800, at o 



I was requested 1^ Dr.Ttfason, acting house-surgeon o 
first surgical diviMon, to administer chloroform to Mit 



about 10.45 a. 

of the 
Michael 
Lanahan, preparatory to the operation 
Patient was forty yeara of age, and complained of nothing 
bat a chancre under tbe prepuce. I accordingty proceeded 
to administer tbe chloroform on a napkin, pouring out smsll 
quantiljes at a time, and allowing a space of from one half 
to one intdi to intervene between the patient's month and 
the napkin, so that there might be a ft'ee admixture of 
atmospheric air with &e ameeuietie agent. I observed, at ' 
first, nothing unusual in the behavior i^ the patient, h)a 
respiration was natnral, his pulse was good, and lie 
soon exhibited tbe usual symptoms of nrascular action 
which precede anesthesia. Tbe whole amount of cblo~ 
reform urns far employed could not have exceeded an ounce 
and a half, and a large portion of this mnst have been lost 
by evaporslion. After I had administered the chloroform 
four or five minutes I was startled by a sudden stertorous 
expiration, and immediately removed the napkin entirely. 
This was the first intimatiou that I had of the patient s 
being so nearly fully anesthetized. For neariy a minute 
tiie patient continued to make stertorous expirations fol^ 
lowed by regular inspirations, and I regarded these phe- 
nomena as no^iing more tbaa signs of the full aiuesthetio 
influence ; in a moment, however, after a long stertorona 
expiration be did not inspire. We immediately ^tcmatel^ 
compressed the thorax and allowed it to dilate b; the resi- 
liency of its walls, and in this way the patient continued to 
respire for a short time — occasionally missing one or two 
inspiratjons, and ^terwarde taking a long otie ; occasionally, 
also, he would take a deep itiEinratJon anaseJeted b^ arti- 
Gcial respiration, thoogh his pulse could not at this tmie be 
felt at the wrist. We now gave him brandy and a solution 
of carbonate of ammonia, b»tb by the mouth and by injec- 
tion. But, finally, after a stertorous expiration he ceased to 
breathe altogether. Dr. Mason auscultated his heart, but no 
sounds could be beard. We rolled him on his sida and then 
back agun, after the (fan of Marshal) EaB, and dM em- 
ployed the galvanic battery to the cheM and the nape rf (he 
neck, occasionally putting tlie two pnlee over the origin Mtd 
insertion of the thoradc musclee. A tube was pawsd into 
the trachea by Dr. Peugnet and the hings inflated with tbe 
beDowB ; meantime the extremitiei were nibbed by assist- 
ants, and artiflcial respiration was oenttnoed. A tenaculum 
was inserted into the tongue, hj w^ch means it was 
drawn forwards and held in this posftien so that tbe idr 
might have tree access to tbe lungs. At the expiration Of 
an DOnr and ten minutes the extivmitiea twd become quits 
cold, &e pupils wen widely dilated tke eyaa fixad, the 
pnlse for man than an hour had not been felt at the wtnt, 
nor had the heart sounds been heard. vdA diDagh the ak 
could be heard rushing in and out of the throat H wasw i- 
dent that this was only mechanicaL With the eoncurrjoce 
of one of the viailij^ physicians, who was present, aU enorta 
to revive him were discontinued. <l«a«V-_ 

Arf-fnorton anrrHkiaftim UDrnfft-rngM ''T^^'tL Oiw*« 
Present Drs. J. R. Wood, Van Baren, ^"ST^^aSSist'^Si 
and others. Weather Warm, rigor ""VextB-mi^ee; Wi^'g 
marklrf in the lower tiian in the upP*"^ "*" ' 
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FEVEH HOSPITAIiS FOB THB CITV. 



TeH courubed ; pcwt'inortam congcfttion upon the posterior 
port of the trunk and upon the.he*d tad side of the face; 
chaocre on the glans penis; prepuce o»jeniatous; abdomen 
^mpHiitic; dark blixHl escaping from the nose and some 
frothy mucus from the mouth. Jfead: — ThecalvariumbeInK 
removed the dura mater was found Doraud ; subarachDoui 
effu^on enou^ to Bll the sulci of the brain ; on both he- 
Diiq>heree sdmII patches of old lymph ; superGdal cerebral 
veasek oon^ted ; smalt amount of bloodv serum in the 
bteral ventndea ; brain othenrise heallhr. Thorax: — Lunga 
collapsed; each pieuntl cavity contained about eight ounces 
of serum 8t«ne(f«ritli biood; about tiro ounces of serum in 
the pericardium - otherwise both the pleura and pericardium 
were healthy ; neart to/l and flabby, and upon microsco- 
piod exatninatian found to have undeifpoe faHtf demtra- 
wn; -waif^t ten ouucea; luuacular tusue of right side 
appeared of the natural color; auricle and ventride were 
opened but cooiained no clot; valves healthy, the mus- 
oular tiicue of the left ude also appeared of the natural 
color; theauricleand ventricle of this aide were also opened 
tnit coBtalned no blood cloL The valves healthy and of a 
bright color; one or two patchea of atheroma upon the 
mitral valves. Both lungs were found congested through- 
out, particularly the posterior portion ; in the right luuff 
(here were some spopleclio clots in the upper and lower 
lobw ; led hinr al«o contained an apoplectic clot as large 
as ft ^bert in l£e lower lobe ; both lungs were cedematous 
and less crepitant than usual AbAnnen : — Small amount of 
bloody aenun in the cavity; kidneys Israe and weighed 
about eight ounces each, and both healuiy apparently; 
<»f>sules more adherent uian usual ; both kidneys were 
somewhat ooageated. i^rfeen a* lan;e again as usual, but 
natural H regards coDMstency. i/twr oealUiy, weight about 
five Bounds and somewhat congested. Stomach presented a 
pab^ of coDgeation near the cardiac extremity dose to the 
oaopbagBal (Hwmng. There was also another jwtch of coo- 
gestiODnearibepyloricoriSce. Jnfcrtuiei were inflated with 
gas, otbarwise healthy. Bladder firmly contracted. 



NEW" YORK HOSPITAL. 

PoiBOinHo BT SmrcBiniri. 

^1 KAowing oaie, conunnnicated by I^. S. S. Fi»iis, the 

Bcaident Physeian, i» of intereat : — Tbomas W , »L 

twMty-mgfat, a aative of New Tork, had been on a de- 
bMwb for Mveral days, and while under the influence of 
liquor attenptod suicide by Oaking ten cents worth of 
stryohnia. About half an hour after, convulsions came on, 
b^ianniff with alight twitchings in the muscle* of the lower 
iiiliiMiilMii When brooght (o (be bomtal, about ao hour 
■fttr awaDowing Ibe poboa, be was sufieriag from violent 
oeuTiUiMOB tmry Uw minulet; pulse ninety-six, rather 
ntM, Hid very irregular; bee of a dusky hue; body warm, 
bat hands and feet rather ootA. An emetic of Bulphat« of 
■ine and pulv. ipeoMt was immediately administered, which 
operated tntij. Sinapisms war* then ap{died to the whole 
length of the spioe, aad | ss tr. Msafrntidw administered 
•very b^ b«ur by enemata. This treatment was contJaued 
fbr two hoots, when the ooDvulsions entirely ceased, but 
(he patieDt was much proetrated, with some tendeni^ to 
ooUapae. Stitoulants were th«) cautiously given, and he 
Mon c^ed For a day or two the patient had slight gs»- 
bitia, hot »a the third i»j after adnusaion be was dit- 
diarftd emrti. Some pains were taken to ascertain the 
•aaet ainovDt of poison he swallowed, and without doubt 
it mntl have been nr or tight gram*. A similar case oc- 
curred in the hospital a few mouths before, when the patient 
took Mtwt graiiu, and yet recovered. Judging from these 
two eases, (be stiTebnia moat have buea cither very much 
adnltsnMd, or else il SMoatimea takes larger doses to kill 
than ia geoenUf aa)»po«»d. This ia a fact which it would 
be well to bear in nund in medico-legal investigations. 
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FETEB H0SPITAI8 FOB THB CITT. 

Im a former artide we ventured to assert that "ITew 
Tork has no Sanitary Defences worthy the name." It is 
true that we have a Uunidpal Health Department, aad a 
" Sanitary Squad," — oonslJtating the internal samtarj wjt- 
tern, and costing the city a full half million annually, but 
really doing nothing to diminish the rate of mortally, and 
prevent the propagati<Hi of disease : while • Quarantina 
Health Officer and a Floating Quaraotine Hoifntnl for Tal- 
low Fever — constituting the only external sanitary defsncei 
— though charact«riiod by honest administratioii, are, undet 
existing circumstances, neceeearily incompetent to an eSeo- 
tual defence of the dty from Importod diseases. 

Acting without concert or system, subject to a flnctoating 
pdicy, in anbaervienoy too often of partisan or nieroeaaiT 
ends— the Sanitary Defajces of the isty and port of New 
Tcrk are sadly inefScient and ineffective. As we have re- 
mariced on a former occauon, a suitable Code of Hygiene, 
and an inteUigant^ faithfiil Board of Health, are urgently 
demanded for the sanitary inqirovement <^ the city. 

But in this age of legislative corruption and bargainng it 
is quite uncertain whe^er an improvement in Heritfa Lnwa 
for this city can be obtained. And such are the neoesnties 
of the people, such the jeopardy of life and health aa wd 
as of commercial interests, that our population oatuiot safelj 
await the good time coming, when good lawa and laaaiia- 
pal reform AtH effect the sanitary nnprovements now de- 
manded. From various quarters the question comes up — 
" What shsU be done?" The Chamber of Commerce, vrith 
a keen discernment of the interests of trade, have for noore 
than ■ twelvemonth been repeatiDg the inquiry, and daring 
the year its Committee oa Quarantine RegolatiotH hnva 
made a valuable report on that subject; and at Ita meedng 
last week Hr. Opdyke submitted the following resohitioa : 

" It«aolv«d, That the Committee on QoarantiiM be d»- 
recMd to inquire and report as to the beat meannof plnaiig 
the quarantine regulations of this poK on k ibora petfaM 
and efficient basis— -a basis that wiU render ibena IcM oa»- 
rouB to commeroe, mors ^ e l i n ms mrtta el iK g ti 
eew fty wMtAssas w , wtittntjcgwofeidlarfrw 
mre^a*mek." 

He offered this resohilion, be said, in view of (he fifl- 
Uigitized by v 
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ar« of the legislature to m&ke *a appropriation for QiuraO' 
tine, tad the conflict of inlereeta aad juriBdiction oa that 
subject The legislature reToMd the appropriation on the 
ground that it was the buijaess of the citj, and the citj 
reTuBed because the stat« had the matter in charge. Thus 
it k Been how dangeroctslj impracticable h is to amut the 
actioD of the legislatare to effect the woric now iroperativetf 
demanded for tJie pabBc safetj. 

On Tbnrsdaj lut, Ae Superintendent of (he Smlgrant 
DepAt and Vice Preddent of the Emigration OommisBJoners 
dt«d 9S ship {ever, contnuAed — not from ahipe nor freahly 
landed inunigrants — but from fbrar patients that froni daj 
to da;, for more than a inoDth since tbelr dtbarkatjon in 
apparent health from the ship " CfBosnre," have been strag- 
glisg into Gtstle Oarden, or been broogfat to that reodea- 
Tous of inunigranta; seeking a faoqtital or a grave. Other 
etticana will dottbtlees be smitten with the SKne inieocion 
&oin Buoh poor immigrants in our stceets, psblio eooraj- 
asoea, or tlie miserable tenements in which th^ aro 
•rowded. 

la such exposure of the nek to the well, anaToidaUe? 
Is it not criminal ? The examining i^ysician br the Emi- 
gratioa Commissioners informt us liiat he has already or- 
darad to be srat to th« Emigrants' HoopiUl on Ward's 
Uand, wptoanb of/Mi/ tatmof Mpfntr, that have ocour- 
red among the Cynosure's passengers, many doyt tuimipttn^ 
to IM.r debarhatiott from the ship and dispernon among the 
human pftdcing houses of the clly. All thme persons tn- 
versed oa toot or otherwise the densest sactionB of oar city, 
on their wa.y to Oaaile Garden and the hospitals on Ward's 
Island. This was not accomplished without some risk to 
t^ popnlaUon, and greater jeopardy to the poor patients 
thatnselTeo. 

We do not refer to tltis by way of animadvenion ifpon 
ike management of the sick by the Commissitmen of Emi- 
((ratiaa, for we would here state, that no other class of the mdk 
poor in eur city are so wdl provided for as the imm^^'ant, 
under thai Board of Commissionen; but we use these facta 
to iDostrate the tufcot necessity for an efficient medical and 
soBUaiy pofioe in this city, and at the some time we demre 
to call attention to the iact that the city of New York, with 
its milkon of inhabitant^ and a constant influx of foreigners 
onpaaUeled in any other dty, has no Ferer Hoifutal 
and no inatitutisB for the reoeptioa and medical care of 
ocntagious and infectioua maladies. 

Formeriy aO eases of infectiooa fevers which came under 
-tbe direction of the Board of Health or the CommiasionerB 
•f EorigntiOD, were ordered to the Quarantine Ho^ital on 
fitalwi Uaadj butsince the dsfltruotion ofthow hospitals, 
tin CMmnisHoaers hvre provided t&t their sick by aending 
them to the IsbMla in the EkI Biver, while tba city faM 
made no proviuon except for smidl-pox. Providentially 
tltere has been an interim in the nsoal prevalence of infeo- 
tivua fiavBia^ bat preparation should be made for the proper 
cara of soob peetUenlial fevers as ore liable to be introduced 
or propagated in this cHy. Fortonately Sot the sick of 
Ibvera aaobg oa, and haf^y Sot flie pc og tew of rational 
viswB and praeticM regarding the caxe of in&ctioiiB and 
•Mitagnas malgdiaa, the aiok and the dying wiB never sgi^ 
be aaat on hxig joumeya tbrougb tb£ atneta of the city — 
•bat the HesMt Agent's er Comnisnoner'a office, (henoe to 
vnae np-town pier, and thence after protracted and often 
ft^ ddaya mti a tadioua passage, to the grand laaor house 



at Stelen Island. The green-knoUed acres of the Quaraa* 
tine Cemetery, with ite thousands of coffins, five tiers deep, 
in close trenches, tell a raournfiil tale of the unwise and 
inhuman policy that, until the conSagration at Quaruiljne, 
conagned all classes of infectious fevers to that remote in- 
stitution. We need not enter upon further details, for 
this fact is sulBdentiy ngnificant of the truth on this sub- 
ject, that fhim the days of Campbell Stewart, Stirling, 
Doane, and Tache, the successive chief phywcians of the 
Quarantine Hospitals bare strongly denounced such tedious 
transportatioD of the sick and dying as inhuman to the pa- 
tients, and injurious to the public 

Nature has provided three beautiful islands just on the 
Ea8t«m margin of this great city, and there, unmolested and 
unapprooched, in widely insulated ho^itals, fimned by the 
freshest breeaes, the sick with any of the infectious diMMes 
oocuiring in tJiia city should be plaead, exttfting osly »M>fc 
cases as may not safely be resnoved from tbe lower Hid 
more distant wsids of the city. 

A FtvjQt HoBPiui. and House of Keoeption for infootioiiB 
diseases, is urgently demanded for the thnely reoeytion of 
pereoDB who may be attacked witti mch moladiea in the 
dense popidation of the tenements, hotels, wd bomUng 
houses of the lower wards. 

To the Commisuonen of Charities, and to the Boerd tf 
Health, we must look for the ^ooompliahment of this ot^eot^ 
as well as of that equally important work of pr^«riiig soiU 
able places for fefver wards on the islands of the EaitBiw. 
The cost of such preparations would be moio than re-im- 
bursed to the municipal treasury in conseqnence of a dimi- 
Dution of that panperism which arises fiom untimely deaths 
and the spread of iofbotioaa fevers. 

Increased &oilitiee for the care of the side and the con- 
tnd of exotic infection are required at Qaranline; but what 
ovr Quarantine establiahment is, and what it ^ontd be, 
must be discuaaed at a fbture period. The time has arrived 
when it is fki more important to provide Fever Hospitals in 
and near the dty than at Quarantine. But let as have no 
bo^titals unless they can be flooded at will with fresh i^ 
and sunlight. Tk» wwid has seen enough of folly hi hoe- 
pital architecture providing for the indiscriminate and dan- 
gerous aggregation of the sick with 1%ht and air shut out^ 
thoe insuring ^ta perpetuation of fever poisons and a high 
death rate. Let the anthoritiee prepare— on Ward's Island 
^-one or two plahi and proper^ oonstructed fbver hoepitals, 
and also provide a suftcient number of airy and property 
located reoeptlen and fever wards within the dty, and tt. 
may aaffely be predicated that oU the inl^ious and conta- 
gious fevers wiU sot only be kept in certain abeyance, but 
that the peroentoge of deaths from audi fevers among us 
wiU be reduced fifty per cent. The Hoepitals at Quarantine 
should be used exduaively for the sick arriving froifa tea. 
And if those Hospitals are to be re-established at some new 
location, let them never be used for the sick of oar dties. 



THE T 

A DKATK by diloroforro ia this week raported in onr 
eoIumiM &OB1 Sdlevne Hoqtitol. The snMtihetio was ad~ 
miwstered by a jnnior member of tbe hmisa ataf, with as 
matix care as it xiKui in hoqiital pcaetice, aad eonuMBdaUe 
eierticns were made to lesusnlat* the patient. The peat- 
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mortem eumination revealed bttj degeneratioD of tbo 
heart, an apoplectic cooditioD of both luDga, and Blight evi- 
deoces of former inflammation of the meninges of the bruo. 
Thie is tbe second caae of death bj chloroform -which has 
occurred in that hoapittl withio a twelTemonlh. Con^der- 
ing the daily tue of anssthetics in (his large hoqiital, aitd 
the immense aggregate of cases of ita emplojmient in a 
year, and, above all, the careless manner in which it is 
often administered, this exemption from fatal consequences 
ii truly remaricable. We learn that this case has raised the 
question in the Uedical Board of the propriety of using 
chloroform in the pracljce of that bospit^ We believe 
that this agent waa long since excluded from the New 
York, Penoeylvania, and Uaasachusetts General, Hospitals. 

Miw Tore is at laH to have ■ model markei Tbe new 
and el^ant boikfings known as Tontpkiu Harbt, near the 
jnactioD of niird AvMiue and Bowery, have been selected 
by tbe City Inspector as the scene of this important ex- 
perimenl What internal arraDgementB u« to be made in 
dus ouwket, and how the details are to be carried out, w« 
do not kiwrw, nor are these qneMions of mncb consequence 
if tlNT are to bo determioed by the present hewl of the 
Bureau of Uarket& Until New Tork is blest with officials 
in thia departmeat who understand that the oharact«r of a 
market depends, not m> mtioh npon the architecture of in 
boiUing, •■ the quality of the produce, and the ease with 
wbiA it can be obtained by &milies, we have little Co 
bope for in tiM way of refbrmmg our market system. 

A nw oonnty jail is about to be erected at tbe eomer of 
Ludlow St. and Essex Haiket Place, and it iastated that "the 
windows will be »o arraugsd that the cells will be well lighted 
and ventilated." In what manner thisis tobeaoetHnpEiahed 
we are not ioJbrmed, bot the intimation of an improved 
prison architectnn is a oaoae of gratulaticn. If the law 
i^Hds tbe iKisOBBT innoeeBt nnlil he is proved to be 
guilty, we cannot underMwid on wbat principle of justice a 
citisen, mt^*ottd of crime, is to be immured (we might say 
interred) for months m the dank and loathsome cells of our 
preae&t city priaooa. Whoever has thrust his head into 
one of tbe oelle of the Tombe and attempted to reapire its 
stagnant and Stifling atmo^ibere, can but rt^ard such aooom- 
madation^ for persons snqieoted of orime, as a stigma upca 
oar civilimtiiMi. Nor oan we be surprised that prisonen, 
long sulyected to these deprasaing sad eoerrating influenoes, 
should occasioaalty oomnut taic^ to esoape the honxm of 
longer oonSnetBenb We trust that our new prison will be 
so constructed as to afford free Moees of light and air, tltf 
common bounties of a beM&oent Ptovidenoe, even to (Jm 
oonCessed crinunaL 

Tn friendsofthelate Dr. Isaacs will be gratiEed to learn 
tbat a bnat of tins lamented physiciaQ is in preparation 
by Mr. Stomas O>oper, of this raty. The mould was taken 
after death, which gives a somewhat cadaveric appearance 
to the featuree, bnt otherwise they are strikingly aoourate. 

Thi New York Medical OoDege is reported to have 
reorganised, with twelve professors ; conrae to otMnmenoe 
SepL 15, and continue six months, with few lectures daily. 
The following are the names of the Faculty, as br as 
selected : via. Dra. Caraodian, Doreraus, Keeee, Gardiner, 
fittdd, B^>had, and Branson, of tUs oiij, with Dr. H A. 
Fallen of Missouri, and Dr. O. 0. Cox of Maryland. 
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0« OaaouBB Diihiim at thk Brum, a 

Mmv: THBK laopiBn Svhftoms, FAtaoLaat, Dua- 
Koeis, TaEATHBrT, AKD Paomnuxia. By F«um 
WnsLOw, MJ>. Philad^diia: Bbuchaid * Lea. 
186a Sto. pp. 676. 
Ton is empbtfieally a book tot Ike times in whidi w« fire. 
With an admitted and alarming i n cr st ee (rftnaanlqr throngb- 
ont the dvdised world, and witii ccrre^KHidiiig augmen- 
tation in the amonnt and variety of nervous di a eaeee ta 
peiticidar alasses of the population, the inquiry often arisei 
in the mind of tbe phyndan, the phibnthropist, and the 
palitjea) economist — Why this wide-qxvad ruin of int^eet 
and this increasing waste of mmdf Do the canasa ef Inaa- 
nity fall wiSiin the scope of scientifte analyns and tmnuB 
comprehension, and can laws of prevention or palliation be 
suoeeasftiUy interposed T TTntD quite recently a preralaat 
tendency to dogmatic and oonfused meb^>hy«oal [Jiikwe- 
{Aiiiing, or, at tbe beet, an exdustve nA very hmilad pa- 
thology relating to mental disorden, very serioody haa d ere^ 
the progress <rf a more enlarged and rational [diiloeophy of 
Sudi disorders, and, at the same time, served to prcjndioe 
medical inqairers, as wdl as the moralist and the jtmat, 
against the more thorou^ stody of die sulqect of mental 
pathology and medical peycbology. Bu' thanks to anah 
eameat inquirers as ConoHy, Bri^tam, ButAnUI, Bay, and 
Foi^MB Wmslow, llie professional and the popular estimation 
of Uiis department of study now wairanti the hope that 
great and humane reforms will speedUy be effected in man- 
tal hygiene and in jarispTudentiel administration npon qnea- 
tions relating to nnBoandneas of mind. Who Aat has read 
the terriUe records of the Bioiire and Salptoi^ previ- 
ously to the labors of PInel snd Esqnirol ; or who that 
knows the dark and awfhl history of tbe oU maAouaaa «f 
Bethlem, London, and York, previom to the labms of Wil- 
liam and Samuel Take, Oardinar Hill, ud Conolly, does not 
exdaim with devout gratitude, wbat humane reforms have 
science and Christian love wrought I To-day iasanity la 
tnated upon rational prindplee is a dj a saas. Tbe daal ria g 
of dtainsandmanadesindark cells of bopelsasHioneratiOD 
are no longer heard in Chiiatian oonntnes; tha frenmed 
maniac ia no longer Ireatad as an jncatpate demon, nor the 
unhappy victim of strange haHucinations driven to p> 
nent insanity by the ridicule and erad^ of a 
Medical skill, tempered with mercy and gentlewaai, aa the 
healing art always ahonld be, has at^leved tiw weoderftt 
obange in the treatment of the mind diss is 1 

It vrOI be reooUeeted that Finri was ana of tbe memt 
aeoomplidied phyriciana and scholars of his tttna; and frgm 
the aupiciouH day «^n " with pity, goodneaa, and jastiee^" 
that good physician entered the Bic^tre te eetahGrii the 
new di^>ensalion of science and mercy, the aoUaat and 
moat learned of ow p io ftaw an hava been selected for the sa- 
perviMonaadcareoflanaticBiyhinik In tiiaaa rapidly Bal- 
ti[dyiBg institutions, obaetv a laoaa and careftil stody «f Meatal 
and cerebral diseases have been osrriad on, BBtathepMblia 
records of hiMoity demanded tbe kbora of s«Kh cter and 
braad-minded men as Dr. Winaiow to anatyee and a{^y 
the resotls of such raoorda. Engaged in tbe prefaralioa of 
a tteatiae upon " Softening and other Q'paa of Organic Die- 



ease of tbe Bmn," oar aulhor Tound that tbe bietoiy of the 
" Ine^iiait Sytnplotiu of ObMurs Diteaan of iht Braia, and 
Ditordtrt oftht Mind," ooaiXibalod in itself a subject of euoh 
*Mt pnotioal importM)ce u to require a Mparmte toIuum, 
adapted to the use of kU chsKS ot modical practitioDen. 

Tbo deogn of tbe wort to adtnmUr ub^tted to an ac- 
knowledged irant in our profbaaion and in the literature of 
mental diaorden. It is a trettiae on the Semeiologj of 
Inaanily in its incipieii07 sod progren. Tbe twok is a 
qwntaaieODsreaiiha^lheinveatigaluia of boMearrfidy oe)- 
Ut«d asd indiMtiTriy studied, and whidi give to the ro- 
hiine an affluence of illuatiatioa fi-om real life never before 
presented in any treatise. 

The first chapter ia devoted to su^^Cions and illuatra- 
tioDB rdating to Che importance of indjuMU aymptonu, and 
tba indpient ilagei of dlseait of the mind and the bnin. 
We quote the foUowiog oonclnaion t — 

" We abould never loM aigfal of the &ot, thatnoirritatioa 
«r indanunatoiy action can exiat {ot any lengih of tiiue in 
the ntoreimportaottisHiea, w ganglia <^Uie brain, without 
eerioualy penDing the reason, md endangwing lifel 

" How forcibly do tbeseoboervationBaMriy to the detecUon 
of the incfptent symptoma of all types atMl (C^reea of mental 
disorderl It ia a well-eetabUahea &ct, that nvtmiif, if not 
,' admit of eaey and 
1 the early stage, provided there 
■trong oonGtitutional predi^>odtion to cerebral and mental 
aSecUooa^ or eiisting cranial malformation ; and even when 
an hereditary taint eiiets, derangement of mind generally 
jielda to the ateady and peraevsTUg adminjatratitMi of the- 
rapeutic agents, combined with judicioua moral meaBores, 
provided Uie first •cintillatioaa of the malady are fully 
reoogniaed, and without loas of time gr^ipled with by 
remedial treatmenL 

"A vast and frigfatiol amount of chronic and incurable 
i&SBiiUy exiBta al tbis moment, witliin the precincts of our 
oouBty attd private aayhuus, wnich can ba eleaiiy traced to 
tbe cdminal neglect of the diseaae in tbe first or indent 
stage." 

Ia the aabeeqaent dispten I^. Wintdow proceeds to ana- 
lyae tbe rich stores of buita at his command, in the following 
Older: — 

"I. Miniid PJtmomeiut of Int^Ugtaet. 

2. MtrHd State* of MoUo*. 

3. Morbid CondHiim* of SmmOkm. 

This cJaaaiBcatJon of the sabjeot ftafly reoogniees tlie three 
physiological functions of the cerebro-flpinal system, ris. : — 
a. TlumgkL fi. MMm. y. StiuoimM. 

4. Morbid Phenomena ofAe Sptdal Sema. 
TU.: i. SighL i. JbiuA. 

L Staring. f. SmtS. 

{. Ifute. 
5. Morbid Phmtomena of 3lt^ tmd Dreaming, 
i. Morbid PhenomaiM of Orgmm, or NvttriUva lAft. 
y. Bapirxdion. 
I. Generation. 

. AmtoI PrineipUt ef ftttod^, TrtatmMtt, tmd Pro- 



Under tbtt first lectioa is the Mowing statement and 



pariiODlirlv if the organic change or pressure 
^ Ibo vesicular matter, or in toe membranes immediately 
investing the brain, a disordered, or atmormal state of 
cerebro-p^cfaioal f^nomena may. in the incipient stage, 
OB carenl exanifaiatkm, be deteetM. 



" Having made these preliminary remarks, I proceed to 
the inveMigation of the first, or ptychietU section of the 
subieet. 

''The mind may be in a state of morhid— 1. ScattaUtu ; 
% Deprtuion ; 3. Aberratioa; 4 ImpairmaiL" 

And under the bead of Premonitory Syroptocns of Inn^ 
nity, are oonaidered — 

"1. Anomaloui aad iiiiishif q^kcfiaw of Aa nund; 2. 
Stage of i»ntdoutnem; 3. Exaltation of mind; 4. Dopret- 
tion of mini; 5. Aierration of mind; 6. Imp<»rrneni and 
Ion of mind.' 

After devotlhg oonsiderable tpttx to the conf^enood 

narrations of persons who have been insane — iDostratiug at 
once the magnificence, the suSerings, and the morbid phe- 
nomena of the mind in ruins, the author proceeds to inves- 
tigate the symptoms of maskod aid unreeoyni—d i^tetioM of 
lia nNTUJ. And he says — 

" I presume it to be a generally admitlod axiom that the 
mind may be dUtordertd without being tntane, using this 
phrase in its strictly legal acceptation. These conditions of 
morbid intellect may be considered by some as only de^es 
of insaatfy ,' but I would suggest that this term be restnctpd 
to those mental disorders, accompanied with positive loss 
of control, dearly justifying the eierdse of moral restraint, 
and to those morbid conditions of the intellect which sanc- 
tion an appeal to the protective influence of the law. In 
other words, I would confine my remarks to those cases in 
which the mind may be said to be paihologuaH^ disordered, 
hut not invariably ttgaUy insane. • • • 

"Tbe subject under consideration ia one, I readily admit, 
of extreme delicac;f, but, neverthelesi, of incalcolabte im- 

Grtanoe to aU sections of the commuikity. It is, I admit, 
iet with difficulties, and surrounded by dangers. In the 
hands of the inexperienced, the ignorant, indiscreet, and tbe 
wilfully deigning, the Cuts that J have to record, and prin- 
ciples which I am about to eaundate, might be productive 
of much mischief; but, I ask, ought any apprrfienaions of 
o deter the philosopher from entering upon ao 



untrodden aad almost untouched ground, 
field is here presented to the truth -seeking observer, who, 
to a practical knowledge of himian nature, adds an acquaint- 
ance with the higher departments of mental and moral phi- 
loeonhy, as w^ as of cerebral pathology I How much of 
the bittemees, misery, and wretchedness, so often witnesmd 
in the bosom of families arises fhim concealed and unde- 
tected mental alienation! How oft do we witness ruiiL 
beggniT, disgrace, and death result fh>m such unrecognised 
morbid mental conditions I It ia the canker-worm g^nawing 
at tbe vitAls, and undermining the h^tpinesa of many a do- 
mestic heart Cw» nothing be done to arrest the fearful 
progress of this moral avalanche, or arrest the course of tiie 
rapid current that is hurling so many to ruin and destruc- 
tion?" 

Tbe iUustratioBS and the leeaons ocmveyad in these seo- 
tioos on masked or latent inmnity are exceedmgty eon- 
vindng and practical, and most earnestly do Ae (fccta 
appeal to the medical profession as guardians of tifb and 
health, "as practical physidans called upon to unravel the 
mysterious and complicated phenomena of dlsesee, and ad- 
minister rebef to human auffering, fbaiiesdy to grapfde with 
an evil whidi is sapping the happiness of families, and to 
exert their utmost ability to disseminate sound prindples 
of pathology and therapentics upon a matter so intimatrfy 
asaociat«d and so doaely interwoven with the mental and 
■odal well-being of the human race." 
inutonUi u ui.) 

Cooglc 



Digitized by V 



IwtwMllllialTI 



PROGRESS OF MEDICAL SCIENCE. 



Amt-tUim. 



^ro^rws flf ItfMral ^titntt 



D.TANTILE PATHOLOGY AND THERAPEU- 
TICS. 
Bt a. Jaomi, H.D. 

On &e Connexion of etrtain Pulmonary DiteoM* tnft 
Primary AnomaUa of iht Coital CariSaget. Br Wildelk 
Alixahdu FKEnND. With seven plates. {Der Zutam' 
■ L<mgmJarankl>ailen mil Primaren iiy>- 
alieen. Hit 7 Ta/Wn. ErUngeiL 1859.)-' 
it was considered to be a general rule tliat the 
viscera should be the causes or the configuration of the 
■urrounding walls. Id coQtradidion to this general belief, 
Tirdww baa poiat«d out, in fbe past few ;ear& the import- 
ance of the taibasilar bone in shaping the brauL and aoine 
other facta, aa, for instance, dilatation of the unnary blad- 
der resulting from deficient contractilitj and chronic ezpan- 
Bonof theabdomiiial walls. IntestinsI catarrh, and the acute 
meteoriam of hypochondriacs and hysteric women, from the 
very same cause, will abo show that the walls are, in some 
■ingle bstonces, known to have a great influence in forming 
the contents. I^spncea hat been observed not only to follow 
extensive combustion of the skin of the thorax anacontract- 
ing ctcatrixee, but to be sometimes the effect of the largeness 
and weight of the female breasts; some thoracic musdes, 
when paralysed, have been known for some time to impede 
regular respiration, and have, therefore, been the object of 
local g^vaniiation; curvatures of the vertebral column may 
give rise to induration of the pulmonary ttasue, suSbcative 
catarrh, and have even been said to give immunity from 
tubercles ; and some old authors, as Platerus and Swam- 
merdam, ventured even to think of the influence cartilages 
mieht possibly have on the inclosed viscera. For it is true, 
and fully proved by our author, that healthy respiratory 
muscles, influenced oy powerlbl nerves, will be poweriess 
whenever their points of insertion, the ribs, are altered in 
their physical quality and mobility. The costal cartilages, 
particularly the firs^ -have a great influence on the normu 
extension and motions of the ribs, and are the principal 
regulators of the expansion of the lunga tnd thorax; Qie 
latter of which is always, under normal circumstances, 
perfectly filled by the former. 

The result of the author's investigatjons on the living and 
dead is this, that many cases of two very common pulmo- 
nw-y diseases have their first origin in a morbid condition 
of the costal cartilages, viz. Ist, the idiopathic, mostly 
hereditary and in the majority of cases chrome tuberculosis, 
^nenlly round first in the apex of the lungs ; and 2d, the 
idiopathic emphysema, which lA first found, generally, on 
(ha anterior superior margins of the lungs, is commonly 
observed to come on slowly and progress gradually, and is 
known to be sometimes hereditary. The morbid condition 
of the costal cardlages alluded to is their abnormal short- 
neaa, produced by premature ossification, which is some- 
timea a viCium prima conformatjonis, and has been observed 
even daring tbM«l life, but more generally an BOomaly in 
the development of the infantile age, and is very apt, like 
other qualities and anomalies of the osseous system, h> be 
propuai^ by inheritance. Aa well "" '' 
as in uter stages of pulmoi 
their seat first in tfie apex 
the first coatal cartilage to be badly developed, particuiarly 



of pulmonary tuberculosis, in cases having 
J «ie apex of the lungs, Dr. P. has found 



■e te length so moot to, that its length 'was 'reduced to 
3 centim. 2 mUL, while the norms! measures ■ - 



We add at once, that deficient development of the second 
and third costal cartilages has fully the same influence as 
abnormal shortnesa of the first on tiie function of the 
thorax. It is their shortness principally that produces the 
habihit pUhitiau of authi^a. Accordii^ to the aeat ot 
premature osaificatioo of the cost«l cartilagee, Dr. F. nekee 
the following distinctions: 1. Primary symmetric stenoeia 
of the superior port of the thorax ; 2. Primary asymmetric 
atenoeis of the superior part of the thorax; 3. Primary 
MenoM of (he middle part <tf the thorax: 4. ImmoUMj 
and loM of faBOtim of uie siqterior part of tbe tborax, by 
exterior oesification of the firat costal cacCilage, vhi^ ha^ 
besides, been shortened before. This process is obeervea 
in the first cartilage only, b^jfins in its superior anterior 
part, and progresaes to its posterior side, and thus envdop- 
mg tbe normal cartitsge vntb an ceeeous covering, impedes 
mobility and tamon. This tatttr anonoly has been takes 
to be the reeult of the inflanunatory proceses inwle the 
thoracic cavity. But such is not the case, aa it always 
begins in front of the cartilage, is observed where no 
pleurisy has ever been met wiu, and a long time before 
any symptom of tuberdee can be discovea^d; tbe babitne 



lilwes is moat nn&vorable ; the superin- part of the tbcnx 
undergoing Its liillest and most ntpid derek>pment after the 
years of puber^, and tbe geoertl development suffering 
In^y fwnn any disproportion, Inljerculoeis ia moet fre- 
quent between sixteen and thirty years of age. Inflection, 
palpation, and mensm^on will prove sufficient to make a 
CiMrect diagnosis of the said anomaly; the alcidopeirastie 
method of A. Th. MiddeMorpff (examination by meuia of 
a quiiAly introduced needle to learn the genertu conditioa 
as to hardness, etc) wilL as it is easy to be apfdied, sonmrt 
those named before. Our aothor hae examined etovea 
cases in which tuberculosis was cured. There were dca- 
trioes in tbe apex, and other signs of former infiammation^ 
and calcareous tubercles, while the remaining UsBae wse 
either normal or emphysematous. The cure was effected by 
■pontaneoHS formation of a fUse joint in the JuueticH) of the 
first costal cartili^ and the manubrium stemi; by the rap- 
lure of the firm li^ineati m(A>iliiy being increuedi, re^ii»- 
tion easier, and oxygenixation of the blood improved. 
Wherever perichondritis of the first cartilage ia observed, it 
requires the utmost care, like pulmonary congestion itself 
Leechea, menwry, iodine, jiroptT diet sod posture, and 
abaolute quiet are bdicoted, in enter to prevent osaeoDi 
depouta. (Older anthon recoDMoend, in many oeea of 
tubercular phthisis issues on the arms, and even the 
application of the actual cautery.) Appropriate gymnsstk; 
exercise, strengthening of the respiratory muscles by local 
Faradisation, with particular care not to increase congestion, 
omisson of any kind of stimulant nutrimenta, etc, etc, ore 
neceesary. Rosection of ribs and costal cartilagea has been 
performed many times for surgical purposes ; but it is un- 
certain whether the first costal cartil^e oould be safdy 
separated from the sternum, the more so, as all the (^»erB- 
tions alluded to give rise to pleuritic exudations. 

Tbe idiopathw pulmonary emphyeenu is tbe rwub of 
other pathological changes of the costal cartilages. Prooi 
about the sixteenth year up to okl age, sometimee in appa- 
rently healthy, sometimes in decrepid individuals, all the 
costs! eartilagas show a dirty yellow color, and beeoroe 
looser in their structure. This rarefaction of tbe oartila- 

Koua tissue is combined with increased nse of the carti- 
„ ;. The last effect of tliis alteration ie well described by 
the autiior aa a " partially progreseive/' aad a " geoenl 
inunovable dilatation of the thorax." Bmpbyseiaa ia the 
real consequence of the lungs being closely adjoining the 
dilated thorax. At the same time, the triangular muscle, by . 
its attempta to effect the expiratory movements of the tho- 
rax, is immensely increased in siisc These latter change* 
may~ be found in early life^ and thus empbyseina ie tift to be 
also a hereditary disease. <- - i 

Digitized byCjOOglC 



BEPOBTO OF B0CIBTIE8. 



IM 



^rpurts flf ^flfkte. 

NEW YORK MEDICAL AND SURGICAL SO- 

CIETT. 

Dr. Cho. WtLKis, Pmid«nt, in Oie Chair. 

Jim. 28rH, 1860. 

SVCUKnOH OH DlPHTBUtU. 

Dr. Allir stated Out a'nce the last meeting be had met 
with another case of diphtheria, which he sulT had ncder 
treatment A week ago, Thnrsday (June 26), a litUe Ger- 
man Hri corapluned of a sore neck. These symptmns con- 
tinued imtil the following Tuesday, when aho experienced 
difficulty in swallowing. Her mother resorted to varioufl 
domestic remedies, but to no purjiofle. The day following 
■he was seized with a fever, which, along witt the d"- 



patient very much prostrated; the pulse was 130 per mi- 
DUt« and weak ; breathing was rapid and somewhat 
labored, tad there was considerable dynihagia present ' 



membrane, the uvula was slightly rsdematoua, and the pbi 
i^QX was lined as far down as I could see. The examina- 
tion was made with much difficulty, as it seemed to give 
the child a ^at deal of pun. Igave (hedtrateof qv' 
*nd iron, with brandy and beef tea internal!; 
Z«bsrrsque's solutiou. I saw the child a 



1, with brandy and beef tea internally, using locally 
que's solutiou. I saw the child again me next 
morning, and found that the upper portion of the tonsil was 
leas covered with exudation than it had been, but in other 
respects no change in the general symptoms was noticed. 
The treatment was continued, and at my visit in the aller- 
Doon I found still less of the exudation, and the pulse was 
more thll and rapid, I then suspended the use of the 
eitrat« of iron and quinine, and ordered instead the ^rita 
of mindererus with an excees of ammonia, continuing the 
be«f tea and brandy. I also recognised that the case was 
complicated with pneumonia of the left aide, which had 
passed into the second atage without the knowlet^, on my 
part, of its existence before. «Thi8 morning (&tufday), 
about foor o'clock, I found the child suflering from croupy 
YtDptoms, and on inspection of the throat I discovered that 
us exudation had almost entirely cleared off) only showing 
itaelf upon the epiriottis. I then stopped the sp. mind, and 
gave a grain (^calomel every hour, and continued the rest 
of the treatment. At eight o'clock that morning I visited 
tbe case again, and at tiiat lime in company with Dr. Blood- 
good. We decided to continue the administration of the 
oklomel and dve quinine along with it. This aflemoon 
about three o^ock I saw the child agun, and found that the 
parents^ thinking that the child was going to die, had dis- 
eontioned the tJ«atment about two hours before. There 
WU very great difficulty in breathing, the air seemed to 
eome throwh • perfectly dry tube, and at the end of two 
or three jerking sort of expirations, an inraiiration would 
follow. I then told the iather to give the child every 
fifteen minutes (he tyrup of ipecac until free emesis 
dtoold fijlow. He did so. I called there just before 
I started to attend this meettnr, and learned that in tbe 
interval three separate pieces of membrane had been ez- 

Eilled by vomiting, and that tbe patient in consequence 
It veiy much easier. The last directions lefl with the 
&ther were to repeat the administration of the remedy in 
tlte hope that some more of the exudation might be re- 
mOTea The pneumonia has extended into the other lung, 
«Bd there is now marked tubular breathing on bothsidesof 
the cheM. Dr. A., in conclusion, mentioned that ther^wu 
no acarlet fever in the bmily. 



Dr. BtiLKLET stated that he had seen, within the last Bre 

J ears, four well marked casea of dipbtberia^ two of which 
ad occurred within the last two.months. AH theee were 
connected, indirectiy, with ecarlet fever. 

Dr. McCkvadt stated t±iat be had seen within two or 
three months two cas^ of diphtheria, w^iich were by no 
means very severe, although in both instances ihey occivred 
in very unfavorable subjecta they being of a mariced (rtm- 
mous diathesis. The first child nad a large patch of mem- 
brane on but one tonsil, the pulse was frequent, there was 
a good deal of soreness of the throat and also some swell- 
ing about the glands of the neck. The severity of the dis- 
ease was broken in a couple of days, tbe membrane com- 
menced then to disappear, and at the end of tbe BKk day 
was gone entirely. The convalescence was slow but per- 
fect In the second case tbe membrane existed on both 
tonsils, and the mode of its disappearance was tbe same as 
in the other case. The treatment in both connsted in the 
administration of the tr. mur. ferri in doses of three or (bur 
drops every two hoars, together with wine whey, and 
good regimen. 

Dr. nnxta stated that he had seen three well marked cases 
of this disease, and all of tbem were quite severe, and quite 
characteristic. Be did not think it was possible to confound 
it with croup or the ordinary sore throat 

Dr. BccK gave the following particulars of twelve eases 
of diphtheritic croup which he had met with unce 1819. All 
these cases were children from three and a half te ten yeari 
of age; seven were males, and five were females; thre« 
were attacked in Oct., three in Nov. and one in each of the 
following months : Dec, Jan., Feb., March, April, and Uay. 
Of the twelve four recovered and eight died. Of the eight 
that died, six were tracbeotomized; of the four that re- 
covered, none were operated upon. AH the twelve were 
unequivocal cases, and were complicated with laryngeal 
symptoms ; with but two exceptions, the exudation was 
seen in the lauces, and upon one of these ti'Scbeotomy was 
performed. This patient, a young child, survived twenty- 
three days after tne operation, and the wound, together 
with a bUatered surface which existed before the operation, 
became covered with diphtheritic membrane. In all, tbe 
early symptoms were thoae of sore throat, preceded in some 
instances by cbiltineSB and fever, then fcdlowed by cough and 
the ordinary croupy symptoms. Those that were Iracheo- 
tomised survived from thirty-six hours to twenty-three 
days, and all of them died in consequence of the extension 
of the disease into the ur passages. In the child that sur^ 
vived the longest, there were convubions compUcating tbo 
case, and at the autopsy, there were discovered traces <^ the 
existence of pleuro-pneumonis. In all that recovered calo- 
mel was given, and the nitrate of silver was ^iplied locally. 
In two of them the cinnabar fumigations were used in adtfi- 
tion. In answer te a question from Dr. Bulkley, Dr. Buck 
stated that in all his cases the disease extended to tbe larynx 
and gave rise to croupy symptoms, and be was inclined to 
group them under the general head of diphtheritic croup. 

Dr. UcCsEAPT could not see where the dividing line could 
be drawn between diphtheria and croup. We diaoover a 
patch of yellowish membrane upon the tonal, phvynx, and 
velum ot a child who has a little sore throat, and is ahgbdy 
feverish. The fever inbreases, the child begins to have dim- 
cult deglutition, and too soon the alarming symptoms of 
croup show themselves. That train of symptoms may last 
from three or four days to a fortnight, but how they can be 
distinguished from a case ot dipthheria, I am at a loss to 
determine. They seemed to him to be the same disease. 

Dr. Watoon was of the opinion that diphtheria woi croup, 
if the membrane extended into the larynx and gave rise to 
croupy symptoms. 

Dr, Buck thought that the particular character of the die- 
es-te depended upon a more or less inSammatory diathesis at 
different seasons of the year. 

Dr. Clark st*ted that about one-half his fatal cases died 
in consequence of the effects of the disease upon the veoeral' 
system, and not of any mechanical ol»t»ction. & had 
>iby V-iOOylC 
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OMo nnce Ibe last meeting, tiire« more cases, aod of these one 
recovered. One was peculiar ia certain respects, and bears 
upon tbe question whether or not this disease has toy rela- 
tion to scarlet fever. This patient waa eight jears of age, 
Oath«3dof Januarj the family physician wascalled, and on 
examination of liie throat discovered tbe existence of mem- 
branous matter upon the fauces, and he anticipated all the 
anplescant results of its extenwon. The local treatment con- 
osted in the application of nitrate of silver, together with 6ve 
grains of quinine twice a daj. In the course of four days the 
membrane became loosened and waa removed by the forceps. 
At that time tbe disease showed no tendency to extend. 
Within twelve hours after, symptoms whii^ finally ended in 
■cartel fever came on, and the throat during all that time was 
leryaore. Recovery wascommencing)ntheusaalway,wben 
the patient was seixed with a new set of.febdle symptoms, 
and m two days aCler, the full, irregular cresCMitJc eruption 
of measles made its appearance; The measles took its usual 
oourse, and on the subsidence of the eruption new patches 
i^peared on Q>e fauces. On the 3d day after, this membrane 
reappeared, uid I was called to see tbe case ; then the fiiucee 
were covered ; a broad patch of exudation which concealed 
tbe surface of the velum bo a considerable extent, and also 
the tonsils, extended into the pmsterior nares, and forward 
ao far that it could be seen in the Dostrils. The physician 
bad previously removed from the last-mentioned pbce, with 
a pair of curved forceps, long ribands of membrane. In 
a sort of vomitive effort, the child threw up a larae 
(;|iiantity of tough, leathery membrane. During all this 
time there was no marked obstruction to the re^iratioa 
When I saw the child, however, the respicatjon was exceed- 
ingly rapid, (here was a moan at each iospiration, the pulse 
140, ana the surface and nails were blue. I predicts! an 
nnfaf arable issue, notwithstaodiag there was no appearance 
of any membrane in the larynx. The evidence of poison- 
ing of the blood became more and more apparent, the blue 
mpeanoce of the surface continued, and in two days al^ 
soe died. In the meantime the membrane had made its 
appearance upon a httle sore on the lip, and had extended 
from it as a centre, a considerable distance over the sur- 
rounding ^parently healthy tissue. The case is interesting 
when we lake into account the fact that with this diphtheritic 
diathesis upon her, this girl went through scarlet fever and 
measles, had a very sore Uiroat during the prevalence of the 
former disease, yet there was no diphtheritic membrane; 
and as the convalescence from measles was oommencingthe 
exudation appeared, and tbe disease progressed to a fatafler- 
mination without any serious obstruction to the air passages. 
In answer to a question from Dr. Elliot, Dr. Clark slated 
that he had met with no case that had terminated in con- 
Tulaioos. 
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Snecrasrin. Trbatmeht or Spika BtnnA. 
Db. W, Dbthold presented to the Society the person of a 
child, ten years of age, upon whom he had operated for 

r' la biKda some few weeks afler her birth. He thought 
case to be a remarkable one, inasmuch as the result was 
mccessful. He saw the child the first time since the opera- 
tion about a week ago, when she wss brought to bis clinique 
for some affection ttf the eyea. On examination of the parts 
which had been the seat of the disease, it was found that 
the bony cleft in tbe spinal column had entirely closed, 
there only being at that point a deQciency of the spinous 



Eieesses, The skin covering the p«rt8 looked verr'much 
e the cicatrix of a burn. The spinal tumor, at tne time 
of the operation, was about the size of half a hen's egg. In 



addition to (he trouble in the back, there was a peculiar 
malformation about the neck, which the Doctor thought to 
be dependent upon muscular oontraotion, the result of the 
same condition of things which gawe rise to dub-foot, a 
deformity of frequent occurrence in connection with spina 
biSda. The head seemed as if placed directly upon the 
shoulders, the chin was drawn down forcibly upon the 
sternum, the platysma myoides was very much enlai^ed, 
and the uau^ promineocea occasioned in the stemo-eleido 
mastoid were entirely wanting, while the little t^iace be- 
tween the bead and shoulders behind, was occupied by the 
broad expansion oftbe trapezius muscle. The Doctor stated 
that he operated npon cases of spina bifida by repeated 
punctures, generally two of these at s time. The caae pre- 
sented waa tiie only one be had seen where an operalioa 
bad been succeaaAil A great many years ^o he saw a 
case that was operated upon by a distinguished eui^eon of 
tills city. The operation was thought to be a success, and 
the tumor in due time contracted and felt solid. The sur- 
geon thinking that the tumor bad entirely consolidated, and 
Uie cleft had closed, removed the mass, when the child died 
within twenty-four hours afterwards. In connexion with 
the subject in band, he stated that he had met with a 
case of successful cure of chronic hydrocephalus in much 
the same way. He had punctured some twenty or thirty 
esses for that disease, and, until a couple of years ago, be 
supposed that all had proved fatal in their results. At that 
time a woman came with a hydrocephalic child wi^ng to 
have the head punctured, ana reminded him of the case of 
her own child who had recovered from the same disease as 
the result of such an operation performed some three or four 
years before. He stated that he had a specimen in tbe 
College Museum where the operation of puncturing had 
been performed twenty different times, that number of scars 
being dislincOy seen in the dura mater. I Gnd, continued he, 
that m performing this operation, the Quid escaping is at 
first perfectly clear, it Uien ETaduelly becomes opaque, and 
then of a yellowish color, when the little patient very soon 
dies. We generally, in puncturing serous cavities, are 
afraid of the entrance of air. I recollect distinctly when it 
first occurred to me. I expected when I heard tbe air bub- 
bling into the cavity that violent convulsions would occur, 
but to my astonishment no unpleasant effect whatever was 
produced. I have had the same thing occur to me several 
times since, and with the like result. It is tnie the children 
die afterwards, but the cause is not tlie entrance of ab into 
the arachnoideal cavity. An Eoglish surgeon by the name 
of Conquest, statas that he succeeded by simple punctnra- 
tion in curing some thirteen out of twenty cases of this die- 
ease — such results do not coincide with my experience^ 

Dr. Post stated that he had only operated two or three 
times in spina bifida. His patients cud well after two or 
three such operations, but soon after Ihcy gradually Bank 
and died. 

Dr. Daltoh asked Dr. Detmold if) in the case presented, 
be recollected the existence of paralyma. 

Dr. Detmold, in reply, stated that he had never seen park- 
lysis in any case of spina bifida. 

Dr. Post remarked that paralysis of the lower extremitiefl 
was spoken of as a veij fi^quent concomitant of B{»na 

Dr. Kkiceowihb had never met with a case of piar^yda 
in that affection, except as the result of inflammation of'^ibe 
part which wss the seat of the disease. 

Dr. Post had seen several cases with club-feet, a con- 
dition of tlungs that was allied to trouble in the cord. 

Dr. DAtTON remarked that paraly^ must be at times 
connected with the disease, iuasmuim as in occasional cases 
the spinal cord was deficient ; in one case that came under 
his Doservalion, the nervous trunks terminated upon the 
surface of the cyst 

Dr. KnicEOwiQER stated that in some cases the spinal 
cord might be intact while there was a simple deficiency 
of it^ osseous canal, but he believed that in the greater 
nnmberof cases there was hydrwachi^/ - . 
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Dr. DnMOLD waa under the impression that the terms 
spina bilidn and hydrorachis were synonymous. 

Dr. Kkackowieer gave it tts his impreaaion that Rokitan- 
sky made a diBtinotion between the two ; that spina bifida 
was moraly a discaee of the osseoua canal, tliere being no 
tumor present, wtyle in hydrorachia there was an undue 
■ccumuJation of fluid either in the carity of the arachnoid, 
or in the centre of the spinal cord itself. In the former 
instance, where tiie fluid was merely in the arMJmoideal 
sac, the cord itself might be intact; if, on the other hand, 
the accumulation waa in the centre of the cord, as the 
quantity of fluid increased tbe cord was proportietiately 
distended until such time as the nerve fibres were sepa- 
rated from each other and crowded aguoat the dura mater, 
which membrane, in turn, became distended, forced itsdf 
through the dcit in the bony canal, and, along witii the in- 
tegument covering it, formed the walls of the sac. 

Dr. DiTUOLD stated Uiat according to that view all the 
cases that he had met with were instances of hydrorachis, 
for he had never seen any where there was no watery 
tumor present. 

Dr. Post remarked that there were certain eases in which 
there was £ud to be a simple collection of fluid outside the 
cord, then again where special nerves were found in the 
sac, and lastly, cases in which a portion of the spinal cord 
itaelTwas found in the swelling. He thought that the dis- 
tinctions referred to by Dr. Krackowizer were unnecessary, 
the only difl"erence consisting in tlie fact, that in one case 
the effitsion was inlemal, and in the other external. 

Dr. DnMou> was under the impresaiou that Pathologists 



regarded the accumulationof fluid as the priman-tBUBDi 
deft being the result of the same; certainly the result 



the treatment in the case exhibited showed siich a 

ion between cause and effect. He had never seen a case 

of internal hydrorachia. 

Dr. CtARE a^ed Dr. D. in what manner the children died 
in those cases of spina bifida which were operated upon. 

Dr. Dethold replied that death genendly was the result 
of inflammation of^e coverings of the cord. He noticed 
that the same trouble followed puncturing for hydrocepha- 
lus. In proportion as the operations were repeated the 
serum became turbid, and, as before remarked, when the 
f aid showed a yellowish tinge, death ensued. In the speci- 
men of that case where the operation was performed twenty 
times, the last puncture made, and the one of which the 
child died, waa seen tobesurrounded by effused blood, while 
the dura mater in the neighborhood was very much injected. 
In two or three cases of spina bifida, complicated with 
hydrocephalus, whidi were operated upon by him, death 
took place within thirty-six hours from convulsiona. He 
wBS disposed to refer such a termination of life to collapse, as 
there was not a sufficient amount of time allowed to start 
up the reqnisite amount of inflammation. 

Dr. Clabk, by way of corroborating the statement made 
by Dr, Dalton, in reference to the deficiency of some part of 
the spina] cord in cases of spina hifida, remarked that he 
could refer to more than one suck case; that Cruveilhier had 
given, in his Palhohgical Anatoray, two Illustrations where 
that condition of thii^ existed. Dr. Clark thought that in 
those oaaes, as a matter of oourse, there shonld M a defi- 
ciency in the nerve power. 

Dr. Bdck referred to the case of a child now six years old, 
where the disease spina bifida had existedsince birth. Tlie 
tomor was situated in the lumbar region: the integument 
covering it was not changed from any of the surrounding 
parts exceptthat it was a little corrugated. In that insunce 
there is an evident deficiency of nervous power, as shown 
by an bslHtua] alow, and somewhat tattering gut. The 
tumor has never been operated ufion. 

Dr. Dethold knew or one such case where the tumor waa 
left untouched, and the child only reached the age of fiveor 

Dr. Kraciowieks stated that there was a case reported 
in Virclww't Archiva of a man who died of meningitis, (be 
result ofa blow on the back, and where, at the poat-mortero 



ion, there were evident the remains of hydro- 



CHLOROFORM IN PUERPERAL CONVULSIONa 
fro (to Editor of lbs AvuioiK Huiicii. Turn.] 
SiB ; — The four following cases of pnerperal convulsions were 
treated in a somewhat ditlerent manner from the rontine-of ' 
the books, and as the result has been favorable they may 

E resent some points of interest. Most authors agree, I be~ 
eve, in recommending depletion in this disease, contiun- 
ing it even " ad deliquium animi." There are doubtless 
many cases demanding this plan of treatment, bnt the 
question arises ; Is not blood-letting viewed as the tint jtat 
noD to successful result, and is the disease not viewed as a 
limplii apoplexy and treats strictly as such without suffi- 
ciently studying the concomitant circumsl^nces, and duly 
contdderiug the supersensibility of the spinal system of 
nerves? 

CoK 1 was a young woman, aged IT, about to be 
delivered of her first child. The labor was natural and 
promised a speedy termination, when a pain udiered in a 
convulsion ; with every pain a convulsion occurred until 
all consdousness ceased. Trmlmenl. — I applied cold to the 
head, administered ctiioroform on the threatened advent of 
every fit, in order to modify its severity, and prevent any 
lesion to the brain ; hastened the delivery of tiie child and 
placenta. The convulsions ceased after expulsion of the 
contents of uterus. Twelve hours after birth of child the 
mother realJEcd, for the first time, the event Recovery 

Cate 2. — A woman of decided nervous temperament, 
the mother of several children, called upon me to relieve 
her severe headache and partial blindnesii. I found her 
between the seventh and eighth month of pregnancy, rest- 
lesB, wakefiil, and apprehensive of impending danger. I 
^iplied cold to the head, administered assafi£tida and Hoff- 
man's anodyne, put the feet in mustard water. After an 
interval of twelve hours, finding no abatement and believing 
convulsiona impending, I reviewed the forty-eight cases of 
pueperal convulsions reported by "Lcwia," and resolved to 
bleed "ad deliquium animi." There was temporary relief, 
succeeded in a few hours by an increase of symptoms, ana 
a convulsion accompanied with stertorous breathing and 
totid unconsdousness ; administered chloroform by inhala- 
tion until the spasm abated; repeated it whenever much 
restlessness was observed, or a renewal of convulsions antici- 

fiated ; ordered enema of assafixtida, also administered assa- 
betida by mouth. Consciousness returned In eight hours 
with a cessation of all unfavorable symptoms, and by a per- 
ristent course with sedatives, she went her full time and 
gave birth to a healthy child. 

t'lwe 3.— A delicate Irish girl, in her seventh month, 
overiatigned herself on a very hot day. I found her com- 
plaining of blindness, specks floaUng before her eyes, in- 
tense headache, etc. Ordered ice to head, and mustard to 
feet, with sedatives internally, which relieved her. After 
the intervJ of a day I was again called. The same reme- 
dies Bgun gave rehef for a few houra only, when convul- 
sions occurred with increasingse verity and frequency until 
all consciousness ceased. Tnatment, — Chloroform, and 
internally tr. vcratri viridis and assafo^tida. After the 
tongue became much lacerated and the power of deglutition 
stopped, I administered by enema a strong decoction of 
ei^ot, and dilated the os uteri, when a contraction of the 
uterus was followed by the expulsion of the fcetus. Insanity 
succeeded for a few davs followed by convalescence. 

Case 4.— A lady, in' her ninth month of pregnancy, was 
seised with a convub^oQ preceded by headu^e and partial 
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blindnesa, etc. Having been siiniUrlj »Sected with a for- 
mer child, and relieved, she trusted to her memory for 
treatment without coDSultiog me. The coovulgions soon 
became frequent and severe, attended with much laceration 
of the tongue and atertoroue breatliing, succeeded by entire 
inseneibility. TTtatmenl. — Adminietered chloroform, rup- 
tured membrenee, dibted the os uteri, sdminislered a 
stroDR in/imon otergot by etiema, and when pains became 
manifeHt, turned the child and delivered by the feet. Con- 
vulsions ceased after the womb was emptied. Insanity 
continued for ten days, when convalescence was esta- 
blished. 

C a. BTILWELL, M.D. 
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CORRECTION. 

[To tb* BdltM ot tb* AamcAN Um 

SiK : — I notice an error in m^ report of a case of enchon- 
droma of the thigh, pubhshed m your Journal of the 14th 
ult The patient ts said (o have recovered, whereas he died 
of phlebitis about four weeks riter the operation. Please 
make the necessary correction, and oblige, 
Yours truly, 

•I EuT Itn Btsir, July Silt, 
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Amekicam FsAiiHACKtmcAi. AssociAnoK. — The Eighth 

Annual Meeting of this association will take place in the 
city of New York, on Tuesday, the Ilth day of September 
next, at three o'clock p.m. 

The Pbariiace[it[8T3 of Philadelphia have agreed upon 
the following hours of opening their stores on Sunday, viz, 
— in the morning until half-past nine o'clock; in the after- 
noon from one to three o'clock; in the evening from nine 
to ten o'clock. 

A HoiKZOPATHic School has at length been organized in 
this city, under a charter from the State, The following is 
a list of the test^books to be used : — Anatomy — Wilson, 
Gray, Morton. Physiology — Kirk, Balton, Caq>enier. 
Chemii't^ — Graham, Eegnault, Kane. Toxicology — Tay- 
lor, Chnstison. Medical Jurisprudence — Wharton and 
Stillt!. Materia Medico — Hahnemann. Practice of Medi- 
cine — Laurie, Herring, Marcy. Obstetrics — Churchill, 
Ramsbotham, Meigs, Velpeau. Surgery— Velpeau's Ope- 
rative Surgery (Mott), Brichsen, 8key, Ferguson, Gross, 
Paget's Surgical Pathology. With the exception of tliu 
works on Materia Medica and Practice of Medicine, the 
Faculty have evinced good taste in the selection of text- 
book?. 

RnoDK Island Hbdical Soctett. — At the Annual Meet- 
ing of this Society, Jately held at Newport, the following 
officers were chosen ; — Praident, Dr. Charles W. Parsons, 
Providence. Isl Vice Pretident, Dr. Henry B. Turner, 
Newport. 2d Vke i*re»icfent Dr. Jarvis J. Smith, Che- 
pocheL Recording Stenlary^Vt. Edward A. Crane, Provi- 
dence. Correiponding Secrdary, Dr. Geo. P. Baker, Provi- 
dence. Tretuurer, Dr. Geo. L. Catlin Providence. Cen- 
tori, Drs. David King, Newport; OUs Bullock, Warren; 
Gea L. Collins, Providence: J. H. Eldridge, East Green- 
wich; Wm. G. Shaw, Wickford; Sylvanus Clapp, Paw- 
tucket: J. W. C. Ely, Providence; Chas. H. Fidjer, Scitu- 
ate. Oralar/oT next AnnvrU Meeting, Dr. Edward A. Crane, 
Providence; SiibitUuie, Dr. Edwin M. Snow, Provi- 
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OcinxEifEii : — I shall ask your mention to-day tc a brief 

conmderatJiMi of the pnictii^ points pertaining to two casee 
presenting at out cUnic One of these is a case of hema- 
temesia; the other « case of enlargement of Ihe he«rt. 



Oate. — John H , aged 60, married, 

blODd first in Uaj, 18C9, at 2 p.m. Had taken no dinner 
on that day, and compluned of vertigo. Pn<v to tUi date 
he had no gjrmptoms referable to the stomach. Bare some 
dM^ee (tf BoreDese in the epigaatnnm. He had preriousjj 
snffered fton Terti^. He thinks that he vomited two 
quarts of blood, liquid, and of a dark color. Pour months 
afterward he ^ain vomited blood, preeenting the same ap- 
pettrancf^ and, as he esthnatea, a pmt in quantity. For a 
day or two afler this' attack he pasKd blood by the bowels. 
The bgrnatemesis has siooe been twice repeated. No other 
definite synptonis ^>pear in the previous oiatory. He now 
complains ofpalpitation and sbortnew of breath on exercise. 
Stimalating food occa^ons gastric uneasiLieee. He is highly 
•oemic. and hae been unable to work for some time. 

The first point in this case is to determine that the patient 
has actually bad hnmorrfaage from tiie stomach. As 
we have not seen the blood, we bare to base our opinion 
on the account given by the patient There appears to be 
no room for doubt diat the blood was vomited ; the quantity 
of bkMd, its dark otdor, the abeenoe of bubbtee, and the 
oocurrenoe of a distinct act of vomiting show that it oame 
from the stomach. 

The next point is, upon what palholo^cal condition is the 
l^miMeineHs depeiidnit> in this case ; for, although hMna- 
teOMM, lor the take of convenience, is reckoned a diaeaae, 
it i% in bet, only a symptom of diaease. DiSerent patholo- 
*icM eondiUons may give rise to it. It may proceed from 
» BKHbid change in the Mood itself; but then there wouM 
be liketr to be bemoniiage in other aituatioiie at the same 
time; III eocurrence repeatedly from the stomach alone 
denotes a loc^ not a graeral patWogieal condition. 

Hmmstaneau is an event which occasionally occurs in oon- 
■XMOD with cirrbo«ie of the liver. The obstruction to the 
portal circolation, incident to drrtiosis, may cause the vessels 
of the gaatrie mooons membrane to give way, and thus oc- 
oGcauon hcemorrhage. But if drrhoais existed sufficioitiy 
to give rise to bemonfaage, we should expect dropdcal 
efiFwion into the peritoneum, or ascites. This symptom is 
not i^eaent in this case. We should also expect to ond the 
Uver contracted; but on determining the vertical diameter 
br percuaeion, the organ ^i^iears to be of normal sixe. 
Moreover, the pati«it is not addkrted to inteaapennoe. We 
may therefi»e exdnde cirrboda. 

The bemorrb^e may proceed from cananoma of the sto- 
mach. Positive evidence of this would be afforded by a 
tum<» seated in Ihe atomaoh. On careful exarainatiM) of 
tlie abdomen no tomor is discoverable. 

Uberatitm of the stomadi remains as a probable oondidon 
giving rise to the bemorritage. The repetitions of (he he- 
moTTM^^ point to some <»vanic lerioo, and a gastric uloer 
may be strongly au^aoted, ^thoogb the diagnosis camtot be 
positive. 

The aiuenua, which is marked, may be in a great measure 
dependent on the low of blood. The patient presents a 
Btraw-ocJored complexion, wtwdi suggests the existence of 



This complexion, however, is by no means 
diagnostic of cancer; it may exist without cancer, and is 
ofU-n absent when cancer existe. 

FiUpitBtJon, and want of breath on exercise, being symp- 
toms m the case, it is important to determine whether there 
be organic disease of heart, or only functional distarbanoe 
of this oi^an. Cardiac lesions might also stand in a causa- 
tive relation to the hnmatemesis. On auscultation I find a 
soft, feeble, systolic murmur at the apex of the heart This 
renders it probable that there is some mitral InsufBcietury. 
The heart, however, appears not to be enlarged, and hence 
the mitral lesion Jias, as yet, not led to evil consequences 
The heart affection is chiefly functionaL 

This patient presented himself at the Clinic a week ago. 
I then prescribed the laurel water, in doses of a tearoooiual 
three times daily as a palUative. He reports that ne has 
improved, and he thinks that this remedy has been usefiil 
to nim. I will now prescribe for the anKmia the citrate of 
iron and quinine, gis. v., three times daily. He will report 
himeeir from time to time, and afford us an opporUmity to 
note the progress of the case. 

Bni-abozmeht of tbk Hkakt. 

Com. — C. M , aged 66, married, carpenter, ffince the 

first of January last, uiis patient has complained ofpalpita- 
tion and dyspnoea on exerciae. These symptoms' have pro- 
gressivdy increased He now experiences want of^reath 
on slight exertion, and dyspncea occurs at times while he 
is at test He is unable to lie 



e with his head tow. He has 



one occasion he_ raised a little blood. 
lism a year ago. 

These are the prominent facta in the history of this case. 
Judging from the symptoms alone we shotUd not find it 
easy to decide whether they are due to a pulmonary or car- 
diac affectioa Let us direct attention to certain points 
which will enable ua to localise Ihe disease. 

On examination of the pulse, I find it feeble and irr^^ular. 
but not notably jerking. Visible pulsation of the carotid 
and subdavian arteries is marked. This symptom points to 
a particular lesioa via., insufficiency of the aortic valve ; but 
the diagnows of this lesion cannot be baaed on this symp- 
tom alone. We must explore the chest in order to arrive 
at a positive conclusion as respects Che seat <£ the diseaae. 
It is at once evident that the heart is considerably en- 
larged What is the evidence of (his ? In order to appre- 
date the significance of certain signs, it is neceesaiy to 
know the situation of the heart in health, and its relations 
to (he walla of tJie chest and the pulmonary oi^ans. The 
important points are, the oivan is sibialed between the 
third and sixth ribs, lying obCquely, and its ^>ex ordinarily 
striking in the fiAh intercoatal space from half an inch to 
an inch within a vertical line passing through the nipple, or 
about three inches to the left of the median line^ aeauming 
the patient to be sitting or standing. The antenor surface 
oli (he oi^n is uncovered of lung and in contact wi(h the 
chmt over a triaoguler space bounded aa follows : below by 
a transverse line drawn from the point where (he ^>ex beat 
is seen or felt, to the median line, and on the right by the 
median line — these two linee form a right angle; now, con- 
necting (hem by a third line drawn from the median line on 
a levefwith the fourth rib to the point where the apex-beat 
is felt, and we have a right-angled triangle, which defines, 
with sufficient correctness for practical purposes, the space in 
whic^ the heart is uncovered of lung. This space is (he " sn- 
perficial cardiac region." The space in which the heart ex- 
tends beyond this region, i «., in which it is covered bv lunp, 
is caHed the " deep cardiac region. ' On the left wde this 
Teeion is bounded by a line f Jling a little within the nif^le. 

Now when the heart becomes enlai^fed, the simation of 
the apex-beat is changed It is carried to the left of ita 
normal site and frequenUy lowered. The superficial cardiac 
region is enlarged, because the heart uncovers itself ot lung 
more and more in proportion as it increases in sise. Tb« 
outer limit of the deep cardiac region, 9r,> <>«»' T<^ 
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where tiie bemt is 
The befirt, then, i 



the border of the hewt, ie alao extended. On the left side 
it Mtenda more or less beyond the nipple. 

Let xm direct attention to the fmcis periainiog to theeo 
poinla in tbia cftse. The apex-beat is seen and ielt in the 
sixth intercoxtal space an inch and a half without tike □ip- 
pie. We can ddineate the superficial cardiac region by de- 
tennining its upper limit on the median Une by means of 
percnsiion. I find it to be on a lerel Viih the foudh rib. 
Connecting this point with the point where the apez-beat is 
IcHmd, by a line drawn on the chest with ink, -we hare ihe 
hypothenuse of a right-angled tnangle which we are able 
at once to complete. Within this triangle draw another 
representing tbe superficial cardiac region in health. You 

K-ceive that the actual region is considerably enlarged. 
t us verify tbe correctness of the delineation by percus- 
siOD. Percussing lightly immediately above and then imme- 
dialdy below the oblique line of the triangle, the difference 
in the perciuaion-^ouna is obvious ; above the hoe we have 
pnlmooary or vesicular resonance wefl-marked, but below, 
this resonance it is nearly absent or, in other words, there 
b notable dulness. We can also determine the extent to 
which the lung covers iJie heart by susculution of the 
Tbe vocal resonance abrupuy endx at the points 
oontact with the thoracic wails. 
a this patient is considerably enlarged. 
nou^g can oe more simple than the means by which 
this IS ascertained. Kow, enlargement of the heart in 
the vast majority of cases proceeds from lesions of the 
Tslves, involving obstruction or regiirgitatiMi, or both. 
Are there Talrular lesions in this case ? These lewons are 
generally evidenced by the existence of a cardiac mnnuur. 
But by auacullaljon in this case I do not discover any mur- 
mor. I am not warranted in saying positively that valvu- 
lar lesions are wanting because a murmur is oot disoover- 
able, although it is rare for these lesions to exist without 
munnur. Perhaps subsequent examinations will enaUe 
me to discover a murmur. The visible pulsation of the 
arteries already referred to, suggests aortic regurgitatjon. 
Leuons giving rise to aortic regu]'gitati<Hi are more likely 
to be unattended b^ murmur than other lesions — especially 
those which give nse to mitral regui^tation. 

Leaving the question as to the existence of valvulu 
IcMona to be settled hereafter, we come to a question o 
great practical importance. Is the enlnr^ment of tbe 
heart in this case (fue to predominating hypertrophy, or to 
predominating Matatvm f 

Enlai^ment due to obstructive or regur^tant lesions, 
or to both combined, is due, first in the order of time, to 
hypertrophy. The valvular lesions lead to increased power 
of the heart's action ; and this increased power of action, 
persisting for a long time, causes increased growth of the 
muscular structure of the heart, precisely as prolonged 
exercise of tbe voluntary muscles leads u> ihcir becoming 
more and more developed. The heart grows until it 
nttsins to a certain bulk, but not to an unlimited extent. 
This growth, or hypertrophy, has its limit here, as it does 
in the voluntary muscles, when it reaches its limit, dila- 
tation ensues, and increases until it predominates over the 
hypertrophy. This is the usual course of enlargement <^ 
the heart; and it suffices for all practical purposee to dis- 
tribute cases of enlai^menC of tlie heart into two chtssee^ 
via ; IsL Those in which hypertrophy predominates; 
minates - and 2d. Those in which dilatation predomioates. 

This division is based on B bi^ly important distinction. 
Hvpertrofihy increases the power of Uie heart's action, but 
dilatation involves weakness of the organ. Hypertrophy 
is an important conservative provision of nature to com- 
pensate for the disturbance of tbe circulation arising from 
obstructive or regurgitant lesions. We should not (here- 
fore seek to lessen the hypertrophy. Heretofore this has 
been an object of medical treatment, and the condition of 
patients has been affected unfavorably in proportion to the 
effect of the treatment, so that they have been lucky who 
were not aware that they had disease of the heart, and 
Urasesc^ed ^ treatment directed U> hypertrophy. So 



long as hypertrophy predominates, the patient is compar*- 
tively safe and &ee from the evils of orgaoic disease of the 
heart. But when dilatation bec(»nes predominant, it is 
otherwise. Tbe heart is weakened in proportion to tbe 
dilatation, and it is at this jnoctnn in the progrew of 
Oi^anic disease that patients are apt, for the first time, 
' ^)ply for medical aid. 



Physical signs which deuoM hypertrophy are^ a powerfid 
«pexbeatoftheheartandahe«Tiiigin^olaeotthepnD( *' 

On the other band dilatation maybe inferred when, ii 



)t the pnecordisk 



with enlat^ement, the apex beat and movements of 
the prtecordia denote feeblenees, provided tltat Ihe organ be 
not weakened by some contingent cause. In (his case the 
want of power in the heart's action indicates dilatation. 

The indications for treatment are to strengthen the heart, 
by a nutritious, dry diet, consisting of a good pmportioo 
of animal food ; by tonie nwediea, and exercise in the open 
air so far aa it can be taken without prodaeinft ^tpotx^ 

I i^all prescribe for this patient (he citrate of iron aad 
quinia as a tonic Ee ie somewhat anemic, and much of 
Um disturbed action of the heart may be due to functieoal 
disorder superadded to the organic disease. I ahall adviaa 
him to adopt a generous diet, and to ezemise as muoli aa 
he is able without induoing pa^)ilali<Hi or sufiering from 



patient may be improved.* 

CLINICAL LECTURES ON CONSnTCTIONAL 
SYPHILIS. 

DELITEBKD UI B£LL£VU£ HOaFlTAI, 



ALFRED a LOOUIS, U.D., 



STmuno UsumoM. 
OnrrbtHiK : — The disease which wiH occtipy onr attention 
to-day, and at some of oar subsequent paMic yiitt, bae 
received the name of Constitutional or Secoodary Syphitia 
By die term we underi(aad, that the fluids and souds of 
the body, being acted upon by syphilitic poisoii, a ■pedd 
coastitution is created. The eoostitutioB <^ an iafeoMd 
person is Arnoeforward chan^fed. Yon am taj, if yea 
pleafie, that he has a syi^ilitic diattwaii. Ho orf^a or 
tJMie of the body is exempt ; the blood being ebarg«d witb 
a poisonous principle, every organ aad struoture sni^ied 
with tliat bl(K>d must and does suffer. At iu advent the 
brain evinces ite soSering by mental dejection ; the nerves 
by a sensBtioB of lassitude ; the heart by its accderated 
action ; the skin becomes dry, the tongus coated, the fauess 
congested — in a word, you have a syphilitic ferw. 

But how is this venereal poiaon tntrodnced t We 
answer — 1st. Through a primary son^ termed a diaacre. 
2cl. By phyiiologieai abtorptioTi, by whidi I mean that the 
natural secretions of the mucous membraaee of a perMm 
suffering with oonstitutional infection may be Ibe vediaM 
of traoamission of the poison ; and the reoipient of (he 
poison, without any local dieeaflee, may receive it into the 
n[slem at onoe, and beoome contaminated, id. Bj ibr*- 
ditary deteenf, from (he ptarenk to the o^tring. 4tk. By 
tefondaty Irammmion- that is^ certain seoondaiy ma&tlesla- 
tions can be transftrred by inoculation from one to anothw 
without their secondary character bring dMBfed, Of 
these methods of introduction, conveyance by me«ps of Ae 
primary acre is by fw the most fH(]uent ; and tbe primarT 
may be located upon any portion of tbe body, aa w«A 

inW>d«oed iMo tbe 
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ctrculation. no doubt it reproduces itself aa it were, bv & 
speciefl of JenneiKatioii, and when its accumulation reaches 
a certAio point, evtJutiOD begins, producing certain efl'ects. 
For instance, this eirl, aa you Me, baa an eruption upon 
her face, neck, shoutden, and arms. Yen little of her Dis- 
tort ia known, but the erupition has a cnaracCfflistic phy- 
noniomy which if>eaks Tor itself It is produced b; the 
acbon of ■j|ihiHlii pwMB upon tfaa akiB, cawing what ia 
termed * STphilitic emption. The time that el^^es before 
the Bnrt manifestation of constitutiond infection, after the 
primary accident, ie uHually from three weeks to three 
mantbs ; and uanaUj the Hrvt symplom of constitutional 
infeetion is adenitis, which we will pass over to-day, and 
confine ourseWes to the next most firequent, tIb., the emp- 
tions. Afl syphilitic emp^ons bare certain charactensticii, 
which are — Ist, eohr; 2d, form; 3il, eAnmiet%,' 4th, da^ 
Men which remtuu after tlie diMu>pearanee of the eruptions. 

We come now t« ttie elaesiBcation of the eraptioDa. 
Tenerei^ disease first made its ^pearanoe in Europe under 
the iona of a cataneons eruption ; and die earliest wntera 
on syiriiiKs confined their deeorip^ns of that oomi^iat to 
% poflUilar aflbction of tbe skin. Not until tbe early part 
of the nmeteendi eentnry was any attempt made to vamiSj 
sypt^tic cotaneouB dtseases, and then they were groimd 
togcAfr, and descrSMd imder the name of syphiiidea. But 
as this dasnAcation wna (bunded whhout any reference to 
the elementary charaoter of the diseases, distinct Tarietiea 
'were confounded ; and not witil M. Biet pnbBshed his 
reeearcbee into the pathology of this family of eataneons 
diBeae nn , was any diatmot clasaficatioD attempted. H« has 
been followed by U. Cacenave, Wilson, and others, who 
tuiTe completed a perfect clasnflcation. 

U. Cazenare estaUiabes eeren Tanetws, tie., JibanUe- 
mStom, Pap^dar, Tubtnmhr, Vmkmtar, SqiiatntMi, fiuJlMi^ 
aad Ptahdar. 

I shall not be able to go through all the dUTMent forms 
tbttt occur nnder eadi of thene beads, bnt will speak in 
detml only of tfaoae that are most frequently seen, and of 
whidi I bare mecintmB to show you. 

1st Class -^jU MaiMmiata. — These are charaeteriied 
by red spots of diSerent forms, ecatlered irr^^darly over 
the snrbce of the body. There are two rarieties of this 
^lecies, tie. Sofia SfphUiiiiia and Mattda SsphtHtiea. The 
GiBt assumee an acute form, Mid at its oommMioemeat 
reeemblea common roseola, but soon it has the co{^>eTT tint; 
it oocnrs for tbe most part on the trunk and tirobe. In this 
girl, who wae adintted into tbe hospital yestwday, yo« 
EaTe this form of eruption presenting iteelf over her ooeet 
and arms ; it made its ^mearance, aa sfa« states, for the first 
time on her admiasion. You notice itfl bright hue, but stiH 
it has a mottled appearance — strictly thin would be caUed 
mseoU versio(*>r. This is a simple congestion of the skin, 
prodoced by the action (rf syphilitic poison. Wilson saTS 
that tUs molded roeeoia rash ft»ms a base upon wliich the 
papules of lichen are derek^ied; it generally makes ita 
appearance saddenly, and loon disappeara or is changed inta 
other forms of eniptions. The second variety, the MaeiUct 
^/phMica, usually pnrsoes a chronic ooorae, and is charao- 
lemed by irr^iular circulsr patehee, from one or two lines 
to M many inches in diameter, appearing most oomoionly 
on the neck, scrip and ftce; they terminate by resohition, 
or by riig^t exfohation of the epidermis. There is no oaae 
oT this eniptitm in our wards at present 

tm Cuss — Th« Papatar. — You ha?e a beautiful spe- 
ciuMo of this variety in the girl who has been an inmate of 
the bospttsl ten days, tihe wae treated for primary, llvee 
moiDths since at the lalutd HoqtitaL The pt^mlea, as yon 
aee, are scattered in dnsi«)«. each duster oootaining a doaen 
or more pimples, over her shouldsrs and limbs. Baeh pim- 
ple is abont the sise of a lentil with mi indurated base, 
Burronnded by an areola of a dull red hoe. This ie "'M*- 
toie (ttAen, the common form of papular eroptions. Exfo- 
liation generally foUows the pro^esa of this eruption — 
irhieh proceM, yon peroerve, hae just begun in this ease. 
Sometdmes the pi^iuee mpporate at their ^iees, cennected 



in all cases, it seems to me, with the administration of 
idodide of potassium. 

3tf CLiss— TAs TuberaJoT. — In tills girl, who has been 
a month in the wanUt, and who to-day, in addition to her 
eruption, has symptoms of iritis, you have an example 
of mis class. This and the pamiur are Uie mort frequent 
of ril the venereal eruptions. They di&r in ^f>earanae, as 
yon see, but slightly. Wlbon says, " That in many case* 
It is tratiuDg more than the hypertrophy of tbe denunts of 
a papute." The giri before vou presents on her taoe, neck, 
trimk, and Umbs, a weU-martad tnberonlw ertmtion of the 
variety called by Wilson nd>erealatum cerymbosnm. As 
you feel of these little tumors they are solid, resisting, con- 
taining neither pus nor serum, slightly elevated above tbe 
level of the dcin ; in this ease dimeed in shuters or 
groinie — in other oases they are disseminated over the 
whole surfcce (called tibereutata disseminata), lie odor, 
you notice, of the eruption before yon, is very oo^)eiy. It 
first made its appearance six weeks since, during whicii 
time, from the debilitated condition of tbe patient, we havs 
been compelled to administer tonica alone, mercury admi- 
nistered in any form ptyalising her in twenty-fonr hours: 
Tou notice that the epidermis covering ea(» tUbcrde ^ 
beoDffiing dir, crai^ed, and peeling on; leaving a fringe 
anmnd the baae of each. Ton alw notice that there is 
a digfat dispoaition on the Jiart of these tubercles to form 
oirdes. M. Biet describes nve varieties erf' tubercular erup- 
tions, each depending on some peculiar deviation in appear- 
ance. Bnt want of time, and cases to show you, will 
prevent me now tcaai deacrilring each variety. Tou have 
the main featnres of all presented in this case. There is one 
peculiarity of all syphihtie eruptions, espeeiafiy maiked in 
the ttriieroular variety, wbidi I bate neglected to state^ vis. 
tendency to ulceration occnrrii^ late in their manifeatations. 

4ra Class — Tha VfiaJar. — This ia a rare form of syphi- 
litic eruption. Uaton nja it follows a hsnnatemons chan- 
cre. Eczema ia the most common example of this variety. 
I Inve nevtr seen a well'Dia^ed eruption of this clasa. 

5tb Class. — Tka Bquamffui. — This usually appears in the 
form of psorians; it is dtaracterised by the presence of a 
diT scale of a shining, greyish white color, slightly elevated ; 
when these scatee become detached, the surface remaioB 
smooth, and of a dark color. This also is not a common 
syphihtic eruption, and I have no aneh case to present to 
you to-day. 

ftra Class — J%e BaBa. — This !s the most common variety 
of eruption in the hereditary syphilis as seen in children. 
I have never seen a well-marked case exce^ in children, 
regularly dronlar and vary m sise ftom a 
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Tht Ptuiular. — This is the last and most inte- 
resting variety to which I will call your attention. Wilson 
saya the only eruption that comes strictly under this deno- 
mination is mpra. But it seems to me that tbe case be- 
fore yon, whiui presents the dkaracteristics of what H. 
CaEenave calls ayphilitio acne, comes stnctiy under the 
bead of pnstolar eruptions. It ia in reality a papulo-pustu- 
tar eruption — a pnstale being aa it were engrafted on a 
papule. The puatnles yon see are diatincL about the sin 
of a millet seed, on an indurated base, of a wdl-marked 
coppery color, and confined to the &oe. nieir progress is 
invariably dtronic. They never terminate in ulMntion 
bnt I9 tite tbrmation of ahghtly adherent crusts. 

Bat the great interest attached to pnstnlar eruptions is 
that throurti them constitutjonal syphllia is c^iahte of bdiw 
conveyed from one to anothw by mooulation. Vidal and 
others hvve sncceeded in establiming this beyond a doubt 
I relbr you to Vidal's experiments as related in his irotk. 
Now the question arteee, gentlemen, wty do these emptiona 
diflbr so widely T A great many words have been expend- 
ed on this anbject. Some maintain a ploraUty of powons, 
Jamong whom is Vidal. Otiiers have ascribed it to the ac- 
tion of one poison on diflerent constitutions, among whom 
is Kaord. Otiiers to difference in the form and location of 
the chancre, among whom are Listen and O Mm i>Aiart . «A 
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others, to treatment I md not prepared to in«k« an nn- 
qualifled atstement in thia matter. But with mjr present 
experience, the differences in the form of the eniption seems 
tome to depend upon the character and amount of the poison 
intetjdoced, the duration of the infection, BomewhM per- 
lutps to the differences in eonstitotion, bnt especially todif- 
fcrenow in hygienic snd medicBl treKtment. This hrtnga 
w to the tre«tinent of the different Aims ot eraptions 
which we bars been conriderin^, (D of whidi & limited ex- 
periencewU] teedi yon can be improTed or a^ravato^ by 
keatment; for instance, I have seen a papular ernptioa n- 

PQy dMiM to a pnstnlar — the diange bang eKcted as 
Miere, by the mjndidons admin istratioii of iodide of 



It detain yon ■with the long list of remedies which 
haxe been employed in the treatment of conttituticnal 
S3rphilitic eruptions. There are but two that seem to me 
to exerciee any control OTer Ihete manifeatatifnia of consli- 
tntional sy^ilis, vix, mercury and iodide of potassinin. 
The flrat IB by &r the most important The seeood is 
met^ a palliative not a cnraliTe agent In addition to 
tbcM remedial means, a strict hygienic cowee most be 
added. In pnivuing the mercnnal treatment, there are 
certun rules which muet be rigidly tAeerred. It should 
never be given in the acute stage of a lyphiMo eruption, 
and it most not be commenced when the patient is in an 
extremely debilitated condition. StimnUnts of all kinds, 
either in food or drink, and expoenre to cold or &tigue, are 
to be oareftiny avoided during its adminietratioD. He 
lunctione of all the depurating organs, especially the kid- 
neys, should nevM" be lost sight of Ko precise mie can be 
laid down aa to the quantity to be administered in a given 
case. The modes of administration are intemil and exter- 
na All the preparations of mercury ooromonly UMd tn- 
ternaDy may he exhibited, but of these I prefer the Iwn. or 

?nitiodide, a third of a grun three times a day in ]Hils. 
he external modes are by ointments and vapor hatha. I 
prefer the baths as recommended by Langston Ptrker. He 
directs to raise the vapor of water by means of a lamp, and 
at the same time introduce beneath the cloak wbiui mr- 
rounds the patient an oxide of mercury tiimiehed with a 
separate lamp, for the purpose of vaporizing it By means 
of these baths I have been enabled to overcome obstinate 
tubercular eruptions, which yielded to no other method of 
administration. 

The length of time which a mercurial treatment should 
be continued must not be limited to weeks bnt to months, 
and perhaps to years. I have a private patient now tmder 
my care who has pnrsQed a continuous mercurial trealmenl 
nearly two years, and at no time has he been ptyahied ; 
sever ptyalice a syphilitic patient if yon can avoid it; it is a 
misfortune to the patient if it occurs. All forms of syphili- 
tic eruptions, except the pustular, I believe, can be arrested 
and cured by mercury alone, and if its administration is 
persevered in long enough, and proper bygieriic rules are 
Strictly obBerved, I am (*rtom thot the syphilitic poison 
produdng them can be entirely eradicated from the syBtem. 
But if a pustular form of eruption ia once Hilly developed 

£ur prognoeiB becomes dODbtful — mercury, your best friend, 
Is you, and you are compelled to resort to iodide of potas- 
num, as a palUatlre, not as a cnrative agents I have yet 
to see the first case of constitntiona] syphilis permanently 
relieved by iodide of potassium, I have often relieved the 
worst forma of puatular eruptions by its administration (in 
fact, when I could relieve them by no other means). To all 
appearance my patient wae well, but in every case have I 
found them returning to me with the same, or some other 
manifestation. The course I propose to yom in the tieat- 
ment of theee pustular eruptions is, first; with iodide of 
potassium, and the best hygenic measures, put yourpatient 
as far as posible in a state of health ; then Mder him 
mercurial baths twice a week for perhaps a rear, Ute longer < 
the better. I shall call your attenlioa to Inis lutein when 
we are considering some of the other maniAoUtionBtrf* con- 
stitntfauBl infedioa. 
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ON DIPHTHERIA AND DIPHTHERITIC 

AFFECTIONS. 
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The etitdogy of diphthena absres the &te of that <^ an the 



if diphtlMna at 
a, of being ex 



■yiaotie dieMMs, of being exceedingly obscure. It is aa 
endemic as well a» epidemic disease, and will tbeiefore be 
found with every constitution, amonoat all classes, in either 
SOX, at all ages, in all climates, and at sH seasons. But 
some differencea are found that modify our assertion tu 
some extent. The first four or five months of both years, 
1860 and 1866, abow by lar the largeM number of cases. 
In our casee, bendeB, the male sex wae in a alight but de- 
cided msonty throu^KMt the whole couiae of the epi^ 
da^ A%^ loo, sbowa difleKDces simUar to those exbi- 
bitad for scarWn* and mesries. The two huodred caaea 
enumeratad above are of ctnldreR under fouitMU yeais of 
age; the nombet of diphthwticcaees beyond this age, in the 
same institution, forthe whole time, is from thirty to thirty- 
five ; moreover the lai||e majority of thoee two hundred 
cases oocntred in children fi^ two to five years of age, 
the average age bein^ three years. Cases under a year are 
not frequeat, over nme or ten years proportionatelj rare^ 
We do not remember to have seen a patient sufiering from 
diphtheria at the age of more than fifty yeais, but have 
been tdd of some few oocurring between seventy and 
eiglity. The majority of cases were children with impaired 
constitution, badJy fed, and with bad digeetioa, aoaiaaic or 
suffering, or convakscent Irom another diseaee that dimi~ 
nished the amount of the solid eLementa of the blood, and 
the strength and power of reaistanoe. Among the most 
unpropitious accompanying or preceding distaat-s are scar- 
latma and measles, which gea^ally give a pretty un£k- 
vorable prognosis when exiuting with or followed by diph- 
theria. Scrofulous individuals, with catarrhal afici^tions of 
the mucous membranee, of lung standing, are pai'ticulaily 
sot^iect to being afie<^«d, and Uiua, undoubtedly, poverty, 
dirt, and want of care have a great infiuenue in producing 
this and other gener^ dieeaaes. Denee pt^ulation must be 
aocused in many luslancee, firstly, because of its very co- 
existence with poverty, want of fresh air, and unclcaulioeES, 
and eaoondly, because of the readineae of communication by 
direct contagion. But it is nevertheless a fact that many 
cases, and many dan^roos and iatal ones, occurred in 
healthy and lobuat children, wealthy families, good situa- 
tion, and fresh air. We have abserved a case of diphtheria 
in a girl of seven years in west 12th eire^t, and of four 
years in west 21st atreet, requiring month slier month to 
get entirely well ; it being well undestood that Ihtre ia 
scarcely any disease thai may be latent for such a time, or 
apt to recur so easily and certainly, as diphtheria ; to euch 
an extent as to leave the question open whether we have 
to deal with a new case, or a return of the old. A bright 
and healthy ^1 of five years in west 29th street, suffered 
severely dunng the spring, 1S59, got better, left the city, 
and appeared to be entirely well, and lively, and thriving 
during the aonuner, all the time so^uming iu the country. 
But scarcely bad she, iu September, reached the city ^ain, 
when she again was affeoted with Uie same complauit, and 
m<H« severely this lime than before. Beside extensive 
memlxanes in the throat and consecutive ukeratiuoa, she 
suffered fitmi such a degree of cervical adenitis as to be in 
imminent danger from the deep and extensive suppu- 
ration taking place in the subcutaneous cellular tissue and 
between the muacles of the neck. Diphtheritic exudation 
taking place mostly in the throat, the catatrhal snd inflam- 
matory afiectioiu oif the throat willoAen spjiesr as occnsional 
eauaes of d^htheiia; joet ao cutaneoua. dipblheriie will be 
zed by VjC 
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prodaoed b^ frost bitea, aon nipples, uk«rationa of tbe skin, 
on impetigicouB puatules, or wherever there is Ml oocmmhi 
for diphtheritic depoaitiona. Why theiedepositioiwchuige 
their primary seat: why, for inBt«Dce, there are c»Bes, show- 
ing no ezudation bat in the exlemsl ear, or in the TMins, 
is very diflknh, to expisin, except b; Buppocdng % loeii 
transmimcHi of a coat^iwi, <a local lesioa of the sur- 
faea. Hms in a giri or two years, Hying )a Oreenwidi 
street, near tbe Battery, no aipbtherilic mambnae was 
fband except in the Tagioa which was enljidy covered ; 
nerordieteta tbe fever wae hi^h and of a decided adynamic 
^araeter, and ionie ingniDal g^da wen swtrilefi; the 
cbBd required sereral weeks alter the vaginal memlHaafle 
bad dimppeared to recover her ftjnner stwnpth. GntaueooB 
di|ditberite belongs to those forma tbe etiMogy ot wbk^ is 
geoerally not very obecnre. For moat of tbeee cases are of 
a secondary nature, there being exudation in the throat 
and general diphtheria. A boy ot three years, of Main 
atrvet, Brooklyn, who had auflered from phaiyt^al diph- 
tberite fbr aeTerat weeks, and had impetigntoua postnles oo 
Ub baek and lower extremi^ea, bad uetndiaaged into latfe 
dh>htberTtic nk«re, with thick and diacok*ed membranes, 
of^ a depth of from a quarter to tbree qtNrtera of an indl 
VsrMotd puatules we have obaetved to t^e an equally 
rentarltable and dangerona change. Sldn, denuded of its 
qndermifl by a Teaicstory, we have in a lew inataneee foand 
to be oorered, after the lapae of a day, with a d4>htheritic 
a g mt rane. On a boy of thr^ Teaia, in avenua B, who 
bad been tdirated with riwnngsd diphlfaerit* beftiK being 
stacked with laryngeal dipbtfaente, we perfiwrned trariia- 
otmny ; ten hoars lAer the opcratitm w*a patfornwd, tbe 
extemiJ wonsd wie covered vrith tbkk meaabranee, and 
kept, while tbe dipfatbRitio ezvdation was inoreasiiur in 
ttief4uu7nx sleo, ita gr^r^h white color for five or aix ikys. 
Onr knowledge o( the pathological anatomy of diphthe- 
ria is very defective, ecpeciallyin regard to such dleradona 
aa take place in the blood and general aystem. Tbe micro- 
BcoiHcal appearance oT tbe paeado-membranee has been 
described tn our TemarkB on the nature of the diseaso; 
oidbun albicans, and leptolhrix booeads have been 
found by some writers, and have even been cooHdered hj 
them to be tbe cause of ocmtagiotiB liaaiiiiiiwiiiii of the m- 
fect)a« ; we have not, however, been Mo to identify Acm 
in Utoae few nucroecoincal examinaliona we have made ; 
and we believe that thoae RU#oacaptcsi fiangi are but acci- 
dental oeoBrrenoes m the exudation. We have fiirther 
described tbe appear«ioe of the mtwoos membranes a* to 
whether tbe emdation was but a oovering to ita sdMtanoe, 
or imbedded in its tissue and leaving awe or leas deep 
nleeratiwM. I^ieumonia, broncbttj^anid the reeullsof oan- 
plicstioaBof d^tberiawere not miDequent in tfaeae fifte«i 
or nteen caaea where we were allowed to m^e a poat- 
mortem examinalioa. Tha skin would aoroetimea preaent 
the appearance of ftirftiraceoaa desquamation on some pwrte 
of the body, as it will be found in a large number af 
dinnaariii attended by high fever and rapid dimina- ' 
tion of the sobcotaneous tMsae. PetecfaiM wera tamai in 
a lew ioataocee, gesterri^ most m the pracordiid rcf^n, 
hyp^^aatric region, and on tbe tUghs. The aubmaiillary 
and cervical glaade, with the sarrounding tiasiie, were fe- 
nmvHy swelled, but not to such an extwit as migfat be ex- 
pected from tfaesweHing diving life; the toosiifl were either 
sweled, net hyperMmio, or covered with deep ulcerations, 
or again conusting, to a great extent, of a my fibrooa 
hums; nnh uleenledt aemetinaes maeb diminirtied in aiae ; 
brer and spleen in a few cases greatly hjpentmio in spite 
of general aasemia; in one inetanoe there wee* apoplectic 
dMs in the tiBSoe ot tbe ^lean ; ia otbera tbey were as 
aBMsaic m tbe body in general. The Mood was genenUy 
than and liqmd, and several times <^ a dark, Bcortmtic eolor, 
Hm totmngetX bho&remik vreie distended wiOi blood, «n- 
donbtadlj a oonaaqaenoe of moribuad eondition. In the 
case of death from DrKniioaonviilsioaa,in Hoboken, aaaiall 
vein near tbe left ama tiansvarsas was ruptured asd a 
MoaB dot of blood preseated itaetf e«taide tbe vessel 



Tfaiu the results of post-mortem examinations are certainly 
iew ; there ia nothing in them chsracterietic of diphtheria, 
except the local alterations ; and in this respect diphtheria 
takes part in the general nature and anatomKsal mystety of 
the zymotic dises^ea aa a elass. 

jme dia(|DoaiB of ilipfatheria, and particularly of dipbtb*- 
ritio affectKina of the phairnx o«gbt never to be difficult 
At an eventa, it can be maae with lees difGmlty then acar- 
latina whidi will not nn&equently be recognised from its 
oonMOulive diseaaee only: for there is one pathivno- 
monic symptom which will never fail to give certainty, 
vis., the pseudo-membrane. All the other n'mptoms, as 
heaoBche and earache, submaxillary and cemcal adenitis 
erythematoua or cedematous Bwelling of the feucea, fev«r, 
ctNivulaions, toxemia, and proetraliou. foul smell from tlie 
mouth and nose, . alWuinuria and nemorrohage, severe 
tboug^ they nu^ be, are not pathognomonic. Eacii of these 
aynipt':Hns ma; either be produced by other disease^ amyg- 
lUitiB or general pbaryogitia, any feveri^ disease, particu' 
larly acariatina or other acute exanthema, gnngrenoua sora- 
tbroat or mmiagitis ; or the; mav be et«ent in a case of 
genuine d^Atheritic aSoction. The difierenoe, aa to aeve- 
rit;r and danger, in diphtheritic affections is at leaet as great 
aa in any other epidemic malady ; and many cases have 
such ■□ innocent ^peaiuioe that authors have been induced 
to conjiu«bend them under the name <tf herpelJc angina. 
As to this we have stated our reaaons for oonaidering tnem 
as mild forme of diplhtheria which, however, may lead to 
very severe oonseqnencee; there ia in Ibem alocal diphtbe- 
riie with no iever tff only a slishl febrile ettadc with inter- 
mittent character. Naaal die^iarge, and foul smell from 
tbe nose and mouth are not at all required to ensure the 
diegnosia, nor ia an; a;mptom of the same importance as 
the exuded membrane. It will not be difficult to diatin- 
guish (he diphtheritic membrane from gaugrenoua pharyn- 
gitis ; but it must be well borne in mind, that local gan- 
grene may be a oomjidication of dii^tberia. Even Breton- 
has observed, that diphtheritic membraDsa would 
: tlie exuloeratioDS fwoduoed bv pnltcceoos 
diSeroitJal diagnoeis from scarlatma wiU, in 
, caoae difficulty, for several reasons Scarla- 
ia frequently OMndicated with dii^tberia ; thus, wher- 
ever tbe eraptlon is of no aocoont or eeo^na tbe attention 
of the phjsiiaan, a mistdra is eaaly made. Socondljr, al- 
buminuria ia ooQUnon to both, and perhaps there u no 
other differenee between tbe two except this, in many ift- 
stances, that Ibe uiine of gca^t lever patients will more 
genmiUy abow casts. And finally there is, too, an eryth*. 
matons enqition of theakin which may be mistaken scune- 
times for tbe eruption of scarlatina. Some writers, like Dr. 
Peter take mtdi OMca to be scarlet &ver complicated with 
di[ddbaria; sndii an ooe <^ tbe two maladies as is produced 
by a gi«atar ij>ideinia influence ezbibitinK tbe principal 
symtoma. Wefeelneindinstioa to agree with this opuiion; 
ior midi i^BW will sometimes turn out aa dipbtbcm, from 
subMquentByiiu)tem8,as,fbrinataoce,patalyBu; noeoarlsti- 
DOBsdeiqaMMtioDbaB evw been ofaewved l^ uBJtnd tbe little 
furfiiraceouB deaqnamatioD that sometimes will take place, 
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bsa, in some ine^tcaa, been found where no erythematous 
eruptioa bad preceded, and finally, a light erytbemstoui 
eruption is not an absolutely uncommon occurrence in 
any of lbs febrile diaeasee of infency. We finally add, 
that we have observed di^tberia in individuals, and even 
tetaming for the aeoond time, who had sofiered from 
Boaiiatina before. This r«nark we make in regard to tbose 
who are inclined to recognise an indeutitj betwecu scarla- 
tina aad diphtbsria. 

One saae nadtf our obaemtioa ofieied a remarkable p«HDt 
as to diagnoaiB. A. man snfibrad from what appeared to 
iw to be pharyngeal diphtheria, with fever, etc, for some 
days bafim he was taken into the Jews' Hoqiital : he grew 
auemie and prostrated, but the memtmnea did not take 
very k»g to asaopear from the soft palate and uvula, under 
aHmpleantidipbUieriUoUeatiBenl. Something like a fort- 
nigbt^erwarSTttie uvula and soft pdat* agau exhibit^ 
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ft grey eoMii^, wUcii woo, in the amuM of m few 4^-s, 
faicreaTCd oonsidenblr in nie «nd diowed Um Bjmp- 
toms <k awptu&tie idcer»tioii> Tbe jmtMot denied «Ter 
hsTiDg anlnrad from otunore, nor ondd we ttoo'vw any 
miirks. Oar aotidlphtlioritic traatntent was eoBtinned ior 
■boat nz daya until the aoft palMe wh perforated. Feel- 
it^ mm then that we had to deal with seeoodair eyphflia, 
probably brought on prematoraly by the preoemng diph- 
tbericio affection and eedematoBB awettag of the parts, we 
eomiDenoed a mercorial treatUHmt; the patient oonfeased 
•a to hia haring had rr^iHis, but it nn then too late to 
nve alt of his soft pa(M«. 

Tbe prognoaia depends on the eondhion of the tdiild pre- 
eedJBg the attadc, on its i^ and general strec^ih, on the 
<^iafacter of the tfeetioa, and on the dMenee or pnaence 
of dan^Tone complicationg. Cftiktroi will die in a hfger 

C portion Aan adntts ; these bong aSbcted in a large;- nam- 
with dipbtlmia tbao with scdlMina, etc., but for no 
other reaaon except this, that sewlatina will, le a generid 
nde, take effect enoe darfag the lift of a patientj white diph- 
theria hae a |reat tendency to retam. Ajmaoc and aiotly 
tftiMren are id great danger under all drounutHtoes; cnta- 
neons diphdieria will prove htal in many inatanoee during 
the firat year wbeie oataneeos aniptions are eonunon occur- 
rences. Tbe extension of memliManoiis ezodatjon in the 
phsryni, etc, doea not ilwaTB prodttce a propcnlionate 
Malignity, exeept in small cbttdreD where the breathing is 
partkmluiy effected through the uom, and eren % sligfat 
obetructjon of its oaritief and moderMe swelltng of the 
pharynx fe able to prevent deearbooiaation of the Mood. 
Scarlatina, measlea, noma, gangrenous sore-throat, lam 
•welting of the submaxillar and oerriead glanda, high 
fever, and exIeoaiTe pneumonia and bronchitis give no 
flkvorahle Mvgoowa. Bat tbe average morUJity is not so 
great aa nught be hifMred ftom the reports potJiriied on 
some epidemie& flie cases of mild form and average seve- 
rity are the targe majority, and wiH reoaF «L with a ra tion al 
treatment. 8erV«re easM often perish in spite of aayAing 
that may be done to relievo tfaem. Osne that set in wHh 
a liigh fever, conmderaUe adenitjs. cerebral symptama, in- 
tense headache and earadie, uid eonvnlsions, nnall fre* 
quent pulse, and a Kiul smell tVom the nostrils and month, 
must be considered as exCreniety dengerone. Hemonhages 
M any place, and of any kind, muet be oonatdered as a 
severe complication, as they indicate a deep-eealed alteration 
of the blood; we have observed hemorttagea ftnm Ae noee 
(right noetril), and intestines, and petechiM. Wiey moat 
be coDsiderad as of e^qual importance to those ooeuiring 
daring or after scarlatina, wysipetas, etc., even in sone of 
those cases where the nasal hemorrhage is prodoced, m 
causa proxima, by exdoeratiotis of tbe nasd muoou* mem- 
brane. Oases (rf' average severity wiH take from «v» or six 
te ten and twenty days to woover; seven cases, ualees 
they prove fatal during the flntt period, m^ take sevend 
weeks or montita. Bot the large mqority, eeoording to our 
experience, ultimately recover. Of about five hundred 
eases we believe we have lost not more than thlr^, hot 
we have seen very protracted oODvateeeenoeB in raoat of 
them, depending on the prostration of the nerveos power 
and the nnKmic condition of the patients. The cansM of 
death arc of varions nature. SometrmesttlsMiedissolulion 
of the blood, the cTceediBRly high feyer, cerebral aymptomi 
at the first onset or towwda tbe end, exhaaetion from want 
of food and absence of digertive power, geaeral nervoos 
|wostntion, protracted aenraia^ or stdfocation from obstmo- 
tion <^the respiratory organs. 

We need not add that the prognosis b wWBM moM unlh- 
Torable than it will be under olfaer ctroBmstaBoee from the 
feet that the disease h very apt to return; A see<nd attat^ 
to a chiW exhausted by a precedinf one Wfl feadHy prove 
IhtaL Even latyngeri diphtheria has been observed to 
recur, ahhon^ we haw never seen an ii^tanoe of crotip 
twice occumng in the same individual. Ouersant per- j 
formed tradieotomy twice in each of two children, after 
intervals between the two attacks of eleven and of twenty- | 



ne kind hare 



one months. A few other eases of the s 
been rcfwrted. 

One of the most remariiabte oooatipoaae* of diphtheria 
is total or partial paralyeiB or paresM. Paralysis of tbe 
vehim palaU will, m many caaes, be obeerved daring tbe 
•ourse of the exudative ppoceea and osdemateas Mr^ing, 
and in this case must be taken as directly depending om (be 
nataiml allention of the tissue. TbevoscewiHhMre anawd 
twang, and ti>od, partioularij of the Uqaid Und, will ragvr- 
giiate through the nose, hu in odier inatAncaa it will not 
make its u^teannce before the procev is att ovet, t»d the 
patJent, although still aaMnic. on a tair way to MMvalcs- 
eenee. We aaw, this week, a nttie boy of three years who, 
for the last four saonths, bte bad this nasal twang aa<l an^ 
fered from regurgitations of Uquid food, aftoi having goue 
through a slipit diphtheritic afieotion of the pharynx, in 
the first half of January. Tbe same remarira are apflicable 
to other forms of paralysis, as strabismua, ot whitdt we have 
observed sevenl naaee m <uiildi«n. We may here stat« that 
we have Been no other forme than thcae two enameratAd, 
in infeney. In addle wa have o bo erv c d aevetal inatntoen 
of gesera) pareM of either the motory or tbe eeosory narvee, 
sometiBiee the two togeiiter. The tower extrmittes will be 
the first affected, and aAerwards the sexual parte, upper 
eztremitiea, bearing, taste, smell, and nght will be involved 
in (he gMteral affection. The motory nerves were moetly 
affected, physical exertion being extreme^ dtBenh; een- 
•ibdity was aomatimee iiUm^ sometimee dKturbed so a* to 
make vralking mkI grasfMiig in (he dark wteeedingiy diffi- 

'■ "" ' 'ividiialinw" 

kladyoff 
notion, aetLability, eighty voice^ ai 
an equal degree. Tm nmpintory muadea have been re- 
ported, by aathon, to have been paralyzed j we have not 
•een any mdi cmc, unlaw that reported on page 98 be- 
longed to this cIbbs. Ab we bad no expcrienee whatever 
on tUe point, at that time, we (ben directed no partinlar 
attmtiM to thia-feeL Tbe pngaoaia in (bene «•••• ia 
fevornbie; all onrpvalytic patients reoovered in tbeoanne 
of from two to five monlba. Sven eomplet* amaanNiB, of 
which we have not seen a case, ieiep«Hled by Maingaultto 
have recovered in a little more than «x moothe, A few 
eases of death, however, have riso been rokted ; in (wo 
instances from luflboaiion produaed by food gettoigiBtothe 
lairnx, the pharyngeal m m wfa o beif^ paralysed 

The cause of this paralyus is somewhat ohaenre. It ia 
bot natural that a material alteratioR (akiag place ia tbe soA 
palate i^uld interfere with ita (uDotieoB. But tbemifORtj 
of oases date from convaleaoeBoe, will SMPetiinee appear 
soddenly, and sometimes are gradual in theiT develc^ent. 
It may be obeerved after vary severe attaeka of diphthe- 
ria, and again afW appsaendy a mild form; we bara 
stated that it faUowed some Ught cases of so-calted berpMic 
angina; and we have above pointed to tfao feet, (hat many 
oasce <^ ^[rfAfaerilic paralyits were praoaded bv albami- 



of Ibis kind to the want of snfficiNit nervoos power, pro- 
dueed by the diphlherilio hydnsmia (which, too, we oon- 
■ider in these cases as (be cause «f albuDHnuiia). Local 
paralyeis we are iuoUDed, from pfaysiologicd reMons, to 
BttrilMte to local extravasation or exudation, tbe last cause 
of whieh maat also be songfat tat tn-fteneral hydiaaiiM and 
fecilitated tranendatifm. We have seni <mm instaooe of Icea 
of hair daring cennfaeeenoe. 

The ittagwowB of difriitlMritio patalyaH ia mad* bum by 
Ae history of tbe cMe^ and by ita ddferenee from other 
feme of par^yas. Parsl^ fraa myobtia begins with 
eioote and ttmie oonvdsiona, Md dseasnds dowly, and Ibe 
pharynx snAn last, wkereaa diphtberitio patalyns abows 
the affeetiOB of tbe fdiaiynx and (be power of ^taak- 
iof at Sisl: Oalvanio OoMraclili^ is alao intiwt (whtdi 
is not the case inapinal paralysis) ; and paralysis, aooonttng 
to what has been observed in other ^idenuca, has a great 
tendency to looabiatioB in (hphlheria. 

As to thetrMtoenCofdipbtiMrinand d^tbetttio aflec- 
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tiotm, we raatura upon tha following remarks: — Tha dis- 
CMe, which has been Ihc siibjecl of the foregoing exposi- 
tion, hta b«eii shown to exnibil prominent aymptoma of 
two differBiit kinds, viz. : ioe^ anil general Thus the 
tTMtioent, where any ia r«qiii[:ed, has U> fulfil two distinct 
iadieatioiw. We eay, wherever it is requirMl, for axperi- 
MMe duiws that a number of cases will get well without 
amy tvMtment whatsoever, so that it is not » Terj unfre- 
qneal odourrenoe to meet wiUi light toiffiillar diphtherite 
'without fever, or wiy other dangerous sjmptom, in children 
to which we are oalied foi some other comphunl. In such 
c—en lif^t fevu" ma; hftve been present, and large mem- 
bianea have been exuded on or into the mucous membrane 
oif te pbtfjuK, and neverthetesB tlie whole course of the 
disease has passed unheeded and untreated. Such an oo- 
currence is certainly not exceptional, for the same ia true of 
other diseasea, particulaHy those ol cymotic origin. The 
majority of zymotic diseases require little or no medical 
treatment at all, eefweiaUy tho% running tiieir course in a 
distinctly typical manner. As to diphtheria, we have even 
nude direct experiments, ghowiag tnat mild cases will get 
well without treatment But we think it more dangerous 
in dipbtiieria, than in other zyiiiotic dispases, to abstain from 
treatment altogether, for tlirec reasons : — Diphtheria is not 
» typical malady, but has a great tendency to return ; it ia 
more of an adynamic character than an^ other ; and, finally. 
hy the thick and extensive exudations in the pharynx and 
oo t>be adjoining parts, it is a{tt to produce senoua troubles, 
b^ mechanical eftcumbrsnces to deglutition and reapira- 

Tbe local Ireataaent conaists of cauterisation of the mem- 
btaaee and eunaunding parts with tli% soUd nitrate of sil- 
Tei, or with strotif; oc mild solutions of iJie same salt in 
water { Jss-j. : J j.) ; of gargles, consisting of solutions of 
(or applying in substance) astringents, sucn as tannic acid, 
alum, sulphate of aine, or claret wine; in gargling with, or 
an^ying, such medicinal agents as are known to have aome 
^bct on the ooiLstituti0n and tissue of the pseudo-mem - 
btaM& as ohioride of potassium, chlorates of potAssa and 
■oda, diluted or concentrated nitric or muratiii acids, liquor 
«f seaqaioUoride of iron, etc Astringents will prevent 
macenttion, render the exudation dry and hard, and alter 
the ooaaifltency of the aurroundiug hypersmic and cadema- 
tooa tisnw. It will thus )vevant, sometimes, the exteosion 
of pseudo-membranes to the neighborhood of the parts 
already effected, and in some cases may accelerate the ex- 
pulsioD of ihe membrane le a whele. We have thus seen 
the best effects from tannic acid, either applied directly to 
the pacts by means of a curved whalebone probas^, or dis- 
solved in water as a gargle ( 3 as-iL ; 1 1). Of the tinct ses- 
qmchlor. iron we have seen no particular effecL 

Cauterizations with nitrate of silver we have found to be 
generally of very little use when appdied to the pharynx. 
Ita effect is superficial only ; it will form a scur^ but will 
destroy nothing. Destruction of the parts cannot be eHected 
except by forcing the caustic into and below the mem- 
brane ; this can seldom be done in the pharynx of chil- 
dren, and for this reason cauterization is unavuhog at this 
point, btit will prove beDeficial, we believ& by oonSning 
the process of exudation to its original locality. In cuta- 
neous diphtheria cauterization may be exercised to its full 
extent, but,»s tlicse-cases are generally attended with ex- 
treme prostration, the general treatment wdl prove both 
more necessary and successful If cauterization ia to be 
resorted to, we generally use, and with good effect, more 
or less concentrated muriatic, or acetjc, or nitro- muriatic 
acid. Where, however, cauterizations are made, great 
caution is neceasary not to mistake afterwartk the result 
of the caustic for pseudo-membrane. This remark is par- 
ticularly applicable where nitrate of ^ver has been used. 

In regarc to the internal administration of remedies, and 
the general treatment of diphtheria, we have to remember 
that it ia eminentiy an advnamic disease. Froatration will 
set in, and complete euaustion will sometimes destroy 
patients in spite of the most careiiil treatment. As a gene- 



ral rule therefore no remedy should be administered (hat 
will increase the amount of watCT in the blood, accelerate 
its decompositloftj or exhaust the nervous power. Mer- 
cury must be avoided, no blood be drawn, no reslcatories 
applied, iu a word, no antiphlogistic treatment should be 
resorted to ; for the superabundance of Sbrine does cer- 
tainly not indicate andphlogistic treatment, as it is a well- 
known fact that in extreme hydremia the proportion of 
fibrine may be greatiy increased. The more l^drmniia is 
increasing, tiie greater the proportion of £brine. ("or the 
same reason the careless routine practice of administering 
large doses of alkaline remedies, carbonates, blcaibonalai, 
nitrates, etc., of potassa and soda, for the purpose of lique- - 
fying the Sbrine, must be discarded. Their cCTeot is gene- 
rally not good, and we firmly believe that the duration of 
convalescence will be lengthened by their free use. Trous- 
seau is certainly right in asserting that rationalism in medi- 
cine is very apt to lead to absurdities. 

Emetics must be avoided as much as poe^tJe ; but they 
will sometimes prove necessary to remove accumulations of 
mucus or macerated membrane. Then Ipecac is preferable 
to the others. In cases where diphtheria is descending into 
the larynx, great caution is desirable in administering eme- 
tics; for in this form of croi^ exhaustion will sometimes 
take place unexpectedly and i^dly before tuffocation. 

The functions of all the organs have to be kept in order ; 
the kidneys require special attention, the greatest daneer 
being in the interruption of their fuoction. Spir. nitr. du1&, 
squill, and parsley may be administered ; but neither digi- 
ttdis nor iodide of potassium. The ^n will generally act 
well with Uq. acetat. ammon.. alcoholic beverage^ and fiio- 
tion& Begular baths, with akohollo or aromatic admix- 
tures, and change of air and residence will prove beneficial. 
Digestion must be kept as normal ascircumstauces will allow ; 
tonic uid stimulant diet not only allowed but insisted upon; 
meal, eggs, oofiee, wine, and brandy are reconmiiendable. 

Aa a general antidiphtheritic remedy, chlorate of potassa 
and chlorate of soda as its substitute, have earned a good 
reputation. Chlorate of potassa is soluble in sixteen parts 
of water, and is well tolerated by the stomach. There is 
no ueceHMly, therefore, for preferring the soda, which is 
h^her in price, though it has the pref£«noe in dissolving in 
three or four parte of wato. We do not agree with tiioae 
who deny the efficacy of this remedy, because it does not 
meet all emergeocLea. We have used It In hundreds of 
cases, bewde its administration in stomatitis, mercurial 
afiections of the mouth, etc, and are p^ectiy saltafied 
with' the roHitt, except m those oases which ran an ex- 
tremely rapid course with such symptoms as high adynamic 
fever, quic^ and small pulse, evidences of dissolutiiOD of the 
blood, ia such CBBM it is too slow in its effects. But in 
alT ihoae instances where a sudden and instantaneous effect 
is not required, and death is not imminent, it is a highly 
valuable recQ^y. But doses of a grain or two will not 
prove sufficient ; it ought to be given in doaee of from half 
a drachm to one and a half drachms daily, dissolved in 
water, alone, or OQmbioed with otho- remedies. If poewble 
the patJent must be made to swallow the solution slowly, 
to have its lootl, as well as the general effect. 

Acids are ve^ beneficial agents in tiiis disease. Diluted 
muriatic add, iour, six, or ten drops every hour or two 
hours, more in proportion to adulla, or concentrated nitro- 
muriatic atid, two or six drops in ths same intervals, will 
be found to act as well locally as generally, and will besides, 
increase the ^petit« and stimulate the digesLive functions. 
The concentrated nitro-muriatic acid we have regarded as 
one principal remedy in those dangerous cases deacnbed 
abov& Good effects have, in many instances, been ob- 
served liom full doMS of tannic aoid, ten graine to two 
soruples and more being given daily, diaenlved in water. 
H has a beautiful local effect in tiie pharf nx when swal- 
lowed slowly, and is of invaluable aervloo m renal affecUon. 

As a tonic, iron is hi^.ly MrviceaUe. The preparation 
most in use witii the English profession, and withus also, 
is the tincture of the sequichhjride ; Ms a»(ring«>t effect has 
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been praised hiffhly, peritaps too hi^^;it« influence on the 
whole BTBtem m general, and atuiguiGcftU<»i in particuUr, 
is undoubW. Its dose ie, according to age, from twenty 
drops to one and a balT or iwo draduns dAily^ alone, or as 
most admnislered, with chlorate of potaasa. OoinbinatioiM 
.of these, or the two with dilated moriattc add, or each 
with the acid, are of the same pracUcal Talne as ttaey are 
theoreticaUj justifiable. If tannic acid and iron were to be 
used, in any form or manner, at the same time, they are t« 
be kept qpiBTt, and administered at different times ; the taji- 
nate of iron being indigestible. Ozanam's fonnula, bromine 

BL j,, bromide potass, gr. ij,, aq. jii.. we have tried in 
ty cases, from November, 1859, to February, 1860. We 
baTe used it in much larger doses than Dr. O., from thirty 
t« fifty drope and more dailyj after we were dissatisfied 
with smaller ones. We think it a valuable remedy except 
in severe csbm; we should not then rely on it; perhaps 
however, wa have not sufficient experience. We have a 
umilar remark to make in regard to the tincture of iodine, 
with which we have bad but little experience. 

Of the greatest value is that powertul febrifuge, quinine. 
We have but seldom used it as a tonic, but generally in 
one or two lai^ doses (from five to ten grains in children, 
of the salphate or muriate, the latter containing more qui- 
nine) daily. We have never seen any bad efiecta, but ba*e 
iJways found a great and ri^)id remission of the fever. If 
one dose was tMen, we ordered it in the afternoon, usuaQy 
between three and five o'clock ; another was sometimes 
taken in the morning for one or two days, until there was 
no necesmW of admimsteriog it twice. A conditio sine qna 
non is a ftall dooe. A child of a year or two must not have 
less than &ve gruns in a daily doae; we have even given to 
children of two or three years, repeated doses i^ ten grains, 
and have been fully satisfied with its eflfect. We have in 
no disease observal less cerebral symptoms attributable to 
the effect of quinine tiian in diphtheria. It will prove par- 
tJcnlaHy successflil in such cases as are more or less compli- 
cat«d with acute rheumatism. In the case of a giri of seven 
years, whose stomach was much disordered, we resorted to 
subcutaneous injections <^a nearly ncntjal solution of mur. 
chin. gr. iv., on two subsequent days, with excellent success. 
Albuminuria requires tannic acid; we seldom give any 
Other remedr, and warmly recommend it The functions of 
the bowels, skin, etc., require the care indicated by the rules 
of general and facial pathology. In a case of hemorrhage 
frcmi and suppuration m the kidney, in a sickly diphtheritic 
girl of three years we thought proper to give veratnim, in 
order to diminish the fever and thus, indirectly, to relieve 
the congestion of the kidneys; our success was complete; 
the child being more healthy and robust than for years. 

Descending croup, during the epidemic, proved highly 
dangerous. Patients in some cases had not even sufficient 
time to die of suSbcation ; hut perished from the exhatistjon 
brought on by the general malady. We feel therefore jus- 
tified in warning against a fi«e use of emetics, as a new 
source of exhaustion. We have no particular remedy to 
recommend [ the treatment should vaiy according to the 
case. But, m referring to our remarks and cases above, 
we feel sure that even of such cases many will in future be 
laved by tracheolomv. 

Hemorrh^ifes requur, locally, astringents, and the general 
■ntidiphtheritic nutrition and treatment Wherever the 
s^t of hemorragc can be reached we doubt not but the ap- 
ptication of tannic acid, muriated tincture of iron, or better 
that anything rise, persulphate of Iron will prove snoceafnl 
inetantaneonsly. 

Paralysis requires moderate, very moderate, active and 
passive motion. The eyes require great care and perfect 
quiet Local paralysis mificates local galvanintion - thus, 
in paralysis of the soft palate, one pole is spplied to tbe 
palsle, and the other to the mastoid process. In general 
paralysis iron and strychnia are indicated ; the latter we 
we have used, on the recommendation of Trousseau, until a 
shght convulsive flection, usually in the thighs first, be- 
came perceptiHe. Our dose was, in adalts (as we hare 



not seen children with general paral^sis),frain tbe one-d^rth 
to the one-sixteenth of a grsJn, twice a day. 

Submaxillary and cerviul adenitis require sMom or Dsvcr 
anv kind of depletion. In two cases (Hily, in which actin 
inflammation seemed to take plaoe, webave qi^lied leechM 
Our DSnal treatmest connsted in the andicalion <rf can- 
pborated oil, or of tintare of iodine in older osaee, or of ths 
following fonnnia: Iodi>e3ij., giycerme, vo l a tBo Kmrneat 
i& { SB. In the very small munber of cases in wbkh tap- 
puration took place we recommaod early incimoii- 

Finally, in cerebral aflections, wo know of nothing tc re- 
commend. Convulsions in the onset <rf'the dtsesse iriB 
generally not prove fatid ; but snch as occur after exhaustion 
and symptoms of diesolnlion of the blood have taken (ten, 
will prove tbe prdude to death. 



^tfuxis of foapUala. 

LONG ISLAND COLLEGE HOSPITAL 

EllMPLEB I 

[B«i»rt«d b7 Jamt G. Jaaimii. U.II., «B* of th* Burfconi lollH BoqiaL) 

Kfifbtseai. Sefakatiok or ths Tmu, it its LonuEiUL 
Com 1.— Bridget Melia, et 4, was reedved into tbe Em- 
pilal July 6, 1860, having fallen one hour befwe dcwa s 
flight of steps. On examining the left leg a swelliiig wu 
discovered about the ankle joint OccasionaQy during dw 
examination a distinct crejBtns was detected in the vhsiBty 
of the joint ; the crepitus being more like tbrt occaiiiaed 
by the tHctlon of cartilage than of bone. It was soon » 
certained that Ibis sound jwoceeded from the lower end of 
the tibia, and that the lower epiphysis could be morcd 
slightly upon the diat^yms. There was, however, no dis- 
placement, and the moiber was direoted to lake the duM 
Dome and put it in bed with the limb resting npoB a piB««, 
no sphnts were to be employed. 

One week later the (*ild was brought before the «!»", 
when the limb was found to remun in line, and all oepitH 
had ceased. The ankle remained swollen as if from eSiwm 
into tbe joint The same treatment was directed to b«n»- 

EpirBTSuL SspjtitATioii or tub Ramus *sd Uiit» *i 



riri.il _.... 

day by Dr, Dodge, one of the Dispensary Surgeons, who 
detected motion in both epiphyses accompanied witn lh» 
peculiar crepitus belonging to epiphyseal separatjooa » 
was examined by eeveral others, and Dr. Dodge regudalM 
diagnoeis as havmg been very perfectly made out It *•• 
dressed with apaJmar and dorsad splint, secured with aitJltf' 

When brought before the class and seen by Dr. HaiM- 
tOTi three weeks had elapsed. The union was completw 
and the fi^Lgraents were perfectly in place, no inchvlosn. 
The splints were fhim this dat« discontinued. Be vw 
advised, however, to carry the arm in a (ding for a few dip- 

Dr. Hamilton remarked, in connexion with this laat ctM, 
that epijdiysesl separations were probably rare accident^ 
belonging almost exduavely to the first ten or fifteen vm« 
ofli&,andeq)ecial1y toinftncy. Wemnetnotalwsysiwr, 
becanse a situation has taken place near the jmictJOD of (S 
epiphysis with the diaphysiB tiiat it is a dec^atioo; sto 
the second year of life it is much more likely to be a ftse- 
tnre than a decollation, nor is it generally easy to di^nos- 
tjcate the accident even in inftncy. The causes »nd symp- 
toms are very nesriy the same as those wfaidi belong is 
fractures; the diagnosis resting mainly upon rtie pf*"*"" 
of a subdued crepitus, or, in some ca»«L a clk±iDg seMi- 
tion rather than a crepitus, like that whicliisprodncedwMii 
tbe broken ends of cartilage are made to atipupon eachothw. 
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In msDT of theie enKB the tendency to diq^acement is 
TSfj Blight; n bet which finds its eiplanBtion in the 
greater breulth of the bone «t the point of sepu-ation, in the 
nearly tranEverse direction of the lusjunctjon, and in the leaa 
decree of force which is reqnisite for the production i f thia 
•ccident. The treatment, therefore, is often veir simple. 
The union occur* as promptly as in fractures. Dr. Hamilton 
has, bowerer,' seen one ease of epiphyteal Hefmration <}f the 
□jMer end ot the humerus, in a diiki, 13 months (dd, which 
had not united five months after the accident and the child 
had not the power to lift the arm. It had been treated by 
an empiric, who regarded it as only a sprain. 
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III tbe Mowing case the symptoms indicated some aerioue 
alteratifm in the condition of the bruo. Tbe child had 
been losing flesh foi a considerable neriod, wag very &«UuI, 
md finally, within a few days of deaui, conTuleions occurred. 
At the autopsy, there was no perctptjble increase in the 
Tascnlarity of the brain, no adventitious formation within 
its substance or upon its sorface, and the only departure 
fiwn a beattby state, was the preeence of rather more serum 
than DSnal in the Tentricles and nib-Brachnoidean space. 

Case 2 of meningitis published in the Ttmis for July 28lh, 
showed us what extendi ve lesions might be found upon the 
brain of the child without convulsions. This case teaches 
that dMrrulsions may occur daily, conjoined with other 
symptoms, which generally indicate the meet serious dis- 
ttsbance of tbe braiOj and yet this organ after death show 
few or no traces of disease. Both lun^ were healthy and 
were readily infiafed ; but on the left side there were firm 
•nd eitetisive adhesions of the costal and pnlmonaiy sur- 
ftoea. nte patient, during his last illness, did not have 
symptoms of pleurisy, and it is probable that this disease 
occurred at some previous period — quite likely before his 
•dniiBMon into the hospital. Some writers have staled that 
primary pleurisy is very rare in infancy, but in this case 
there were no appearances of any other disease to which it 
ooald have been secondair. The mucous membrane of the 
stomach was of the usual color and ftrmness ; that of the 
snail and large inlestiDes of a ligfat hoe — tdmoet essauguin& 
except in places wbidi were moderately vascular ; it could 
be detached by the back of the scalpel, and if scraped waa 
Dearly diffluent. The patches of Pejer were distinct, and 
conld be detached with little force. This condition affected 
eqnaDy the different divisions of the intestines, and no ul- 
C«ratiooa wer« observed. Tbe anta^MT was made too re- 
ceutly AtT de*th for us to suppose that this wss a cada- 
veric change, and we, no doubt, have here one of those 
cases described by writers on diseases of infancy aa white 
Boftenicg of the intestinal mucous surface. This lesion has 
been attributed to the action of the acids in the prinue 
vke, to a sort of fermentation, and by odaers to deiective 
•tnneirtation. This patient hM a poor and capricious appe- 
tite, oflen refusing a coniuderable part of his food, though 
)K«paied with care. The softening was, no doubt, con- 
nected with his imperfect nutrition, but its exact relation 
to it ia not certain. 



9e, and, at first, there was Ap- 
parently some improvement. Soon, however, the emada- 
tioB hegm to increase, and he grew very fretfhl, but no 
disease could be detected, he did not appear to be feverish, 
he had no cough, his respiration was regular, and the 
resonance, on percussion of the chesty waa dear on both 
ndee; be had no diarrhoea: on the other hand, there was a 
tendency to oonstipation ; the appetite was changeable, and 
for the most part poor. About tne 20th of July convulsions 



set in, and, although he was treated promptJy and watched 
with care, they recurred daily. On the 26tb, whm in one 
of these attacks, he suddenly expired. 

Autopty, 17 hourt a/ttr dm(A.— Rigor mortis marked, 
emaciation extreme; lungs of a light color and reat^y in- 
flated ; tbe left lung waa detached with difficulty from the 
ribs on account of firm and pretty general fibrinous exuda- 
tion; no serum in the pleural cavity ; heart of usual appear- 
ance; foramen ovale and ductus arteriosus closed; fi'om 
the latter a fibrinous phig was removed ; weight of the 
liver S xiL ; thia organ and the kidneys of usual appearance • 
mucous membrane of atomach healthy and firm ; that of 
the amall and large intestines light-colored, except in a few 
phces which were moderately vascular; it was softened so 
as to be easily detached by the back of the scalpel, when 
it sometimes appesred almost imlpy ; no ulcerations were 
noticed; the foIDcles were distinct, Peyer's patches un- 
usually prominent, and participating m the general condition 
of the membrane. From half an ounce to an ounce of serum 
escaped from the ventricles and the base of tbe brain. 
The oerebral substance was of tbe ordinaiy color and ces- 
sisteDce, and there was no thickening or vascularity of the 
enveloping membranes. 



PENNSYLTANIA HOSPITAL. 

[PoTlaa (f Dr. Lmca.] 

Typhoid Fcvtr.— By a happy coincidence, Dr. L. was en- 
abled to present to the class three cases of this disease, 
in ila three consecutive stages 

1. Sick seven days. — Great headaches and general sore- 
neas, for which he had been taking a solution of sulphate 
of morphia ; and as a diaphoretic, the solution of the acetate 
of ammonia, in drachm doses everv hour. 

2. About the fourteenth day. — This man has a hemor- 
rhagic diathesis ; is fiabby and weak ; hence he takes ol. tere- 
binth gtt. X. every two hours. He has had, al^o, from six to 
eight grains of quinia every day. For the diarrhoea, which 
became rather profuse, a pm, consisting of opium and ipecac 
U gr. 1 has been administered every three hours, together 
with laudanum enemata. 



the use of sulph. of quinia at an early moment, in full dosea, 
has completely checked it, though the fevSr has run on 
as DfluaL He next had a mixture of opium, ipecac, and 
blue mass, in small doses, for three or four days, not quite 
to the point of salivation. This was discontinued, and the 
tongue being dry, the turpentine is now being used. 

All these cases were procrcRsing finely, and preecnted no 
S3rmptoms of an unfavorable prognosis. 

Jmptndiiig THofiui. — A boy who had received a severe 
blow with die chime of a beer cask, had suffered a great 
deal of pain, which, under purging and opiates had sub- 
uded; but uiortly he was attacked with stiffness of the 
joints, pain in the back and neck, a stiffness in qteaking, 
producing tbe rinu tardotiicuM, Tlese symptoms causing a 
suspicion (hat tetanus was about to set in, be was immedi- 
ately placed upon that treatment which has been found 
best in this institution, brandy and opium ; half a grain of 
the tatter every two or tliree hours; milk punch, made of 
one-third brandy wss freely employed, and llie result ia a 
rapid improvemenL 

Pathaiofftad i^pcn'mm. — This was a case of ulceration of 
the rectum, terminating^ in perforation. The patient suf- 
fered great pain, with intense vomiting till death, which 
occurred in a convulsion. He had labored under an attack 
of diarrhoea, which suddenly ceased, and he became obati- 
nately constipated, in spite of a great amount of drastic 
purging. After death an examination revealed peritonitis, 
with an effiision of lymph, pus, serum, and fbecal matter, 
Jnet above the internal apnincler of the rectum, was seen a 
larga perforation, the result of chronic infiauimation and 
ul«»li.n. Digitized b,CjOOglC 
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AiJ.fiSTHETIC9 IN HOSPITAL PEACTICB. 
Tbk diecovery of aiUEsthelics wns univere^j huled u & 
great and uoqunlified blcestDg to ama, the victiiD of lun- 
TOidable paJD. The year of tfae aoooanceineBt of the power 
of etber to retrier the patient mseD^ble ODder the haid of 
the operator, was diEtinguished u tbe annvt mirabiUt; it 
began a tiew era in the history of operatiTe sDrgcrj, and 
the c4deT surgeon, in the language of the elder Warren, 
" wiebod main to go through hie career under tbe new 
awpicM." We nn weU imaguM with what enthnMsin he 
who iMd faMO acciutcmed to struggle through dfflcult 
operations on patients forcibly held, Dow pursued his dis- 
MCtionB as on the cadaver, md saw the patient, on tbe 
completion of the operation, suddenly restored to a fuU 
poeseieion of all his faculties, es if by magic And when, a 
year or more after these first experiments with elher, 
chlonrftirm was introduced to notice, so egreesble to the 
senses, so prompt in its attion, and so harmless in its 
effects, the perfection of antesthetic agencies was ihoBght 
to have been attained. 

But ercTj good must have its corresponding iD. It was 
soon announced that a lady, sitting in a dentist's chsir, had 
suddenly expired while inhaling chloroform preparatoiy to 
the extraction of a loolh. A second, third, and fourth 
case was reported, and Always pre*iou8ly to some tri- 
vial (^ration. Tbe faith of its friends, bowever, n~ 
mmned unriiaken, and these nnfbrtunate results were attri- 
buted to the attending circumstBitces, and not to the buke- 
thetic. At length falal cases began to occur occasionally in 
hospitals, in the presence of eniinent physicians and sur- 
geon^ and in spite of their previous preouEions, and efforts 
to resoscttate tbe victim. Finally, the fact seemed established 
beyond a peradventure, that chloroform is not an innocuous 
i^nt, even under circumstances apparently the most 
favorable for its administration, by the occurrence of a fatal 
case (in a dentist's choir, however), in spite of the pervst- 
«nt Mid well-directed efforts of Professor Simpson himself 
to restore animatioB. 

It can now no longer be denied than antesthetics are fol- 
lowed by unpleasant and occasionally fotal effects in a 
given number of instances. The latest statbtics that have 
been published are as follows : — Total fatal casts in Europe, 
one hundred and twenty-five. When we trite into account 
the Bggregat« of cases of antesthetiEstion during the lost 
wxteen or seventeen yearn, of their almost univer^l use in 
hospitals, and in private practice, this mortality is a per- 
centage of the whole number of case^ po^tively inSni- 
tesimaL It is doubtful if any active remedy of the materia 
medic* c«n show a better record. 

^e recent death by chloroform in Bellcvue Ho^ttal has, 
we understand, raised the question in the Medical Board 
. as to the propriety of allowing tliis agent to be longer em- 
ployed for purpoaes of annsthesia in that institution. Be- 
fore this question can be property decided, the companrtive 
merits of ether and chloroform must be considered, for 



Sana are bow iadispelwaUe to the 
practice of operative sergerj and midwitoy, and oan nera 
be discarded, even though the mortality from their ose 
were tenfold its present per centage. And before chloro- 
form is striclcen from the list, it were well to inquire as to 
the rml sources of daager from its naa, fbc if tt ia demon- 
strated that imder «erts(n ilii iiim<miii ii it is as mA aa Miy 
aiMMthetic, every sargeoo wil, andw eutb drcvmettneea, 
prefer chloroform. 

The comparative merits of ether and diloroform, as 
anesthetics, it is not easy to decide. The statistics which 
we have given above show, that of the one hundred and 
twentj-five fatal cases from tcnestbelics m Borope, twenty- 
five occurred during the inhalation of ether, and one hun- 
dred of chloroform, giving a mortality from the latter eqnal 
to four-fifths of all the cases. Although chloroform would 
seem by this exhibit to be'the more fhtsi ameslhetic, yet a 
moment's rsfleetws i will conviooe ny Mts that it nmy 
not even approximate Uie truth, for we have no knovrled^ 
of the per-cenlage of deaths to the number of cases of ad- 
ministration of either agent. It might, and probably would 
appear, could we sift this subject thoroughly, that chloro- 
fenu had been given fear times as often as ether daring 
that period. We may, however, arriTe at a very satishc- 
tory conclusion as to the safety of chloroform, by taking 
the gross number of cases of its administration in certain 
well-au then Seated instances, and noting the results. For 
exani)^, it was given twenty-five tboasand Iibms by the 
FVench, m the Crimean war, without a Msglc frtal iarae. 
It is freely used in midwifery by many eminent Bngfish 
and American obstetricians, and, we believe, no (ktsi case 
has yet been reported in this department of practice. Pro- 
fessor Simpson is stated to have need fron fiv« to ae««D 
galloDs HmoaHy for some thirlwen yean, withoat an dq- 
lavorable result 

The real sonrces of danger in the employment ef chlo- 
roform have not been sufficiently studied. Authors men- 
tion : — 1st, A /uU ttomaeh; for vomiting being a common 
symptom in ohhvoform inhalation, the patient is liable to 
be aufiDcoted 3d, Affections of the nervous syMem, as 
delirium tremens, epSepsy, hysteria, etc. 3d, Afffec- 
tions of the vascular system, as fatty degeneration of the 
heart, atheromatous deposits, etc., etc. We do not pro- 
pose to discass these aHeged cmtia-indioations to the use 
of ditoroform, as it is by no Biesns as yet eetabMied bow 
ftr these conditiens m to be regarded as compUeatiRg its 
effects. We believe, however, that it was mmntained by 
the late Dr. Snow, whose opinion on all subjects relating to 
chloroform is entitled to our oonfidenoe, that even when 
leaioBS of the nervous and vaacnlar By8t«ni do exist, rido- 
roform properly administervd, is Ihr less dangtroos tfaaa an 
operation without an antrslbetic. Froni some recent inves- 
tigations as to the nature of death IW>m chloroform, the 
following interesting facts appear: — 1st, That the great 
majority of deaths (two-tUrds) oacuf in al^ht oparattons, 
as those performed on sphinctfTs, tendinous shead^ sln- 
bismuB, tooth- drawing, etc,, etc., but few during the larger 
operations, as atnputaticns, resections, ovariotomy, etc. 
2d, In the majority of latal cases by chloroftH^ death oc- 
curred before the operation, — during the first stage of 
inhalation — the stage of excitement 3d, That the deaths that 
have occurred after the operation, and were sttribufeble to 
the oniBBthetii^ have generally been when ether was slowly 
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adminUterad, or ethei and chlorofonn, but not pnn ohltwo- 
form. Without dwelliog on tbwe Bobjects, which aze all of tbe 
deepest iat«rest to those who m« discosaing the question 
of the relative or aotual merits of the difTereot annetlMtics, 
we ahiJl sllude to whst wa conuder, if not the resl, certsinlj 
a great soarce «f danger is the use of smeetbetice in gene- 
lal, hmI ottiototoija in {Wtioolar, in ou- hoqiitek. We refer 
to tfae gross and cnlprtile csreleeauees of their sdnunistrstioo. 
£arel; is the ))atieQt carefuHj examined bj a compelei)^ 
pvson to determioe if there be snj contra-indication to 
the use of aiMBSthetica— a point that should never be 
Bsg)e«t«d. The delicate and moet reepooaible task of 
adminisleriBg Uie ooeot is vtp*ltj committed k> a jmuor 
phydciaii, who has J)0 knowledge whatever of the nature 
of his duties; be knows nothing of the different stagei 
tbrongli wbidi the patient is to pasa, or of the value of 
the sjmpteme which sif»eai during the admiuistration ; his 
ktbaleTisa towel well saturated, sad his direotioDs oAen are 
to spi^j it directly to the face. The stage d profound <oma 
having be^i reached, the operator aeiaea the scalpel, and 
all ey«« are directed to its movements ; the innocent junior, 
all absorbed in the operation, forgets tns duty, uncon- 
staously drops the towd upon the patient's face, and oooa- 
aionsUy adds the weight of his body, to its sufibcstiog eGGact) 
as he leans forward in the ansoas pursuit of knowledge. 
At length a moan, or the coUi^ise of the jetting arlraies, 
or the suggestion of a bystander more interested in the 
sufferer than the operation, recalls attentjon to the condi- 
tion of the pstienL Naturally euou^ he has ceaged to 
breathe; the opentkiD is euq)ended; the messenger is de- 
spateheH for btandy; uti in the meaatime artificial re^ira- 
tion by the moet improved method is attempted by every 
avtul^e means. Fortunately the patient is generally re- 
Buscitated, at least sufficiently to have the operation com- 
pleted, and be taken to the ward. 

We do set here give an overdrawn piotare, tear sod 
sosnes X haf^ not more nnplsasaDt, may be witnessed in 
our hospitals almost weekly. The reform should commence 
with the mode of administration of these agents. A 
medical man of known ability should be selected to adminis- 
ter the anesthetic ; we say medical man, because he will not 
become so much interesled in the operation as to forget his 
duties. To his care should be commitied, so far as practi- 
caUa, every patient who is about to submit to an operation. 
This is but that pracaotiou which every surgeon exer- 
cieea in private practice, and hence the few eases of deaths 
tt vm ansBetheticB which occut outwde of our hospitals. If 
this degree of care is ezerciaed in our hospitals and still 
Jatai cuDsequencee follow the use of ether or chloroform, or 
both, the ^pieetioa m*7 well be raised as to the propriety 
of r^^eotiBg the mom dangerooB. 



Thb numerous cases of typhus fever that have occurred 
among recently lauded immigrants, have awakened pubUc 
blquiry T^(arding the progres of the fever, the duty of our 
sanitary officers, and the nature ami extent of the ezteting 
&csMtiee for the care of such patients. Having been 
&vored with an opportunity of seeing the cases that have 
afipeared among (he Cynoture's patsengera, we are happy 
to report that aS those wboth have been admitted to the 



Immigrants' Hospital at Ward's Island, are now convales- 
cent. Though the fever has been of a severe type in a 
number of the cases, it ttas proved fatal in none. There is 
no doubt that this malady is tiue typhus, and that it is capa- 
ble of reprc^^^on by persoBsl infection ; but it is a &ct 
that, up to Sat^trday last, the £fty cssee in the hoepitals on 
Ward's Island had failed to disseminate the fever to a ain- 
^ individud, thna illustrating anew, aad very foreitdy, the 
great utihty of ventilation and cleanliness in preventing the 
propagation of the typhus infection. It is yet to be seen 
how many " fever nests " have been estahliebed in the dty 
lodging and tenement houses, where the bleesingB of pore 
air, free sunlight, and cleanliness are seldom enjoyed, and 
never enforced. Let it be home in mind that the existence 
of any number of Fever Hospitals at the Quarantine Station 
would not in the least diminish the liability to the recur- 
rence of just such cases as this of the Ci/nonire. And 
until the good time arrives when, under the infloeoce of 
general intelligence, or an efficient Sanitary Code, the 
causes and conditions of infbctioos fet»^ prapagatiou shall 
be removed, nothing but the establishment of suitable 
Fever Hospitals and Reception Houses in the city, and the 
preparation of premier Fever Hospitals on Randall's or 
Ward's Island, will effectually provide against the liabihtiee 
to the diffiisioB and rejwopagation of fbver poieoDS in the 
densely populated districts of the city. 

Thi question as to the power of courts to oompd the 
medical witness to disclose factsconfided to him in bis pro- 
fesaional capacity, has long been of extreme interest to 
medical jurists. The common law takes ct^niianco only 
ottho confidence between man and wife, and attorney and 
client, and admits this only to a limited extent Accord- 
ingly, the courts of England have compelled medical wit- 
nesses to testify without reserve. In several of the United 
States, however, statutory proviuons are made [ffotecting 
the medical witness in refusing to " disclose any informati<» 
which he may have acquired in attending any patient in a 
professional capacity, and which information was necessary 
to enable him to prescribe for such patient as a pbysiciai^ 
or to do any act for him as a surgeon." Where this 
special statute does not exist the medical witness has been 
supposed to-be placed upon the same footing with ordinary 
witnesses ^y ^^^ common law. But, iu a recent trial in 
the Muskingum County Fleas, Ohio, we learn, from the 
Colvmbvi Reoieui, that " the question arose as to the power 
of the conrta to compel a medical witness to give testimony 
involving a breach of prolesskHial confideDC& Afler being 
fully argued, the court (Judge Uareh preeidiag) b«Jd that 
a medii»l witness could not be compelled to disdMe bets 
confided to him in his profeeuonal capacity." We shall look 
with iutereet for the promised report of the arguments on 
this question, and the decieion of the judge. 

Tbb CoMmasioi'iRs qipoinled by the last legislation to 
examine into the question of the actual loss sust^ned by 
individuals at the destruction of the Quarantine Hospitals 
by £re have made their awards. The following are the 
claims of the medical officers, and the amounts allowed by 
the commission :— Dr. ^chard H. Thonqiaon, health officer, 
claim, $19,500, allowed, $5,106 05; Dr. D. H. Biasell, 
clwm, $6,565 55, allowed, $71C 95; Dr. T. W. Waber, 
assistant phyaiciau, clMm, JG,225, allowed, $255 CI; Dr. 
0. 0. Waller, deputy, claim, $7,300, alJowwL »6tt2 62, 
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(OmMiHiad jVont pcv< !>>-) 

Od the eul^ect of legal evidemx, in mlleged hinacj, Dr. 
WideIow is 90 aniveTBolly recognieed aabigb ttDthotitf, that 
hii pertJDent and logical HUggestions uoder that bead will 
be proBtably pondered by both the expert and the juriaL 
We heartily coineine in the following remark :— 

" The coaraer and more demonstrative symptoms of insa- 
nity are obviously patent to men of common inteHigence, 
and ordinary knowledge, but the less manifeited, more ob- 
scure aad hidden types of mental disease, require for their 
satisfaetory elucidation, an intimate and profound acquaint- 
ance with the ph vsioloKy, as well aa pathology of the 
human mind. Without the aid of the testimony of expe- 
rienced witnesses, juries are much more likely to arriTe at 
a wrong, than a right conclusion. It is irratjona] to expect 
any other result, when we consider the great and peculiar 
dimoultiM with which they have generally to combat, when 
subtle and disputed forma of orimioal insanity, are sub- 
mitted to their consideration and decision." 

The flrat seven chapters of Dr. Winalow's book should be 
read and pondered by every juryman, every lawyer, and 
every judge in our country. Justice and mere; alike de- 
mand radical refomm in the management of both the inno- 
cent and the criminal insane. And though it is the glory 
of the State of New York to have instituted the Brst great 
Asylum for Insane Convicts, we yet have no Commission 
of Lunacy, mad no other general means for securing the 
insane Itom abuses and injustice than such as chance to 
vxist in connexion with an elective judidary, unlearned 
boards of supervisors, or ignorant juries. If the general 
perusal of Dr. Winslow's book by our medical brethren 
should be the means of awakening sufficient interest upon 
this subject to procure the establishment of each commis- 
rions of lunacy as the interests of justice and humanity 
require in the several states, he would certainly be regarded 
as a great public benefactor to the people of our country. 

The reader) of this voliu>e win ba struck with the author's 
distinct and fearlen enunciation of (hose truths which relate 
to the moral and religious nature of man. With all that 
pity and apology for the insane which characterites Dr. 
Winslow's writings, he scrupulously guards against a loose 
interpretation of moral obligation and responsibility that 
would doak with irresponsible innooenee the soul that sins 
against iteelf, its feBow-beinga, and its Qod. In the chap- 
ter on the stage of conscious insanity and the inwdious ad- 
vances of morbid thought, as well as in other aections of 
the treatise, are found lessons that should be indelibly im- 
pressed upon the mind of every parent and ereiy teacher- 
aye, upon every rational mind; and we beg those readers 
who may be startled at the author's bold advocacy of radi- 
cal reforms, in both the penal and the medical management 
of disordered minds, to study very attentively these sec- 
tions on the moral causes and relations of insanity. 

The great importance of scrupulously avoiding even the 
appearance of any concessiros to that mawkish and dange- 
rous sentiment of fabe charity which would apologize for 



human depravity, and doak even the mt of disregarding or 
of volantarily scupeffing the moral sense and the voice of 
consdence, warrants a ftiendly criticism of one fe«tare of 
Dr. Winalow's writings. Laboring to find suitable expres- 
sions for certain admitted facts relating to the state of the 
moral sense in particular condHJobs of mental disorder, be 
makes use of the following very significant l«rms — " pro- 
found anailh^tia of the moral sense" — " a paratytk of (Ke 
moral >eme." Cannot safer expressions be found for desig- 
nating the morhid psychfdogtcal states to which this dis- 
tinguished writer has ase^fned ftose exceedingly significsott 
but excesmvely strong designations? Bnhghtened phy- 
Nciana wiB not need better terms ; but let it not be charged 
npon medical psychologists that they overlook man's moral 
accoantalulity while God holds him reqxTisible for his acta. 
The limits assigned for this notice (^ the treatise before 
us ftniiidsoytbingtikeacompleteanBlyns of i(» twenty-five 
chapters; but we would briefly gUnoe at a fcw salient 
points in the work. The rich illnstratJons abounding in 
every chapter, and tli from life-scenes, we need not refer 
to. They are most appodtety and inductively wrought 
into the very fi«mework of every section— or, raUier, it 
may be said, that the author's and the reader's dednctmn 
flow most naturally and complete flrom the' happy and h)^ 
cal collation of those simple fkcts as presented in eaelk 
chapter of the book. We quote the following passagm : — 

" There is, alas I in existence a frightful amount of unre- 
cognised and untreated mental depresnon associated with 
suicidal impubes." •• "If the evidence generally adduced at 
the cortmers inquest is to be credited, in nearly mery mas 
^ tmeide, certbral ditordvr ktu ockiMad ihtlf, cmd At m m d 
hat bmn dsorly andpa^ably dtrattgtd. In many oases, the 
mental disorder had clearly existed for weeks, and, occ*- 
sionally, for months, wilhout giving rise to the suspicioD of 
ie presence of any dangerous degree of brain or psychical 
disturbance likely to lead to so disastrous an issue. Iltere 
are few morbid mental conditions SO htal in thesr KaoHa an 
these apparently trifling, evaaesoent, and ocoasionaily fugi- 
tive attacks of depression.'' 

Again, under the head of Causes and Conditions of Im- 
purment of Mind : — 

" Irregularities of thought are frequently K^/^-cmted, oilen 
owing their existence to on obstinate determination on the 
part of the patient to succumb to their becinating and 
seductive influence." • * • " Indulgence in a atato of 
morind reterie, or dwpoeition Co ' buiid castles in the air,' ia 
fraught with serious mistdiief to the mind. Exceaaive, con- 
tinuous, and prolonged reverie ia often precursory of soft- 
ening of the brain, and is also a symptom commonly ob- 
served in the incipient stages of some types of mental dis- 
order. Hence the greet value, in early edneation, of oar*- 
fuUy regulating, directing, disciplining, and maKcaing tha 
attention, thus Stling and training the mind to con^Mt luo- 
cessfully with those mental influences and physical slates 
of ill health which, when uncontrolled and unsubdued, ao 
ollen sap and undermine its energies, prostrate and deatj-oy 
its powers." • • * "The friitriul mischief that ensues 
from neglecting, by reeohite mental efibrta, to battle with 
the erratic su^^tions of an unduly excited and flighty 
imagination, to keep in riwyance, and evai to stiangto in 
their birth, unbealttay iiii|iii ssii'iin struggling to fix and 
engraft themselves npon the easily mouded, plastic, and 
yi^ding bney, cannot be over-estimated, or exaggerated." 

Five chapters are devoted to the VorUd Phenomena of 
Memory — embracing a most pbilosophioal review of fiKitS 
relating to its psychology and its pathology. Kve ch^>t««s 
are also devoted to^ the dencriptioD and MrleK jrf MmolM 
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(bodilj) pbetiomeoa, attendant upon mud indicatiTe of 
mental ac oerebral diseases, embracing the facte relating to 
morbid conditions of the iipecial senses, etc., speech, sensv 
tion, aod muscular motion. A chapter is also devoted to 
the morbid phenomena of sleep and dreaming, and another 
very important one discusses those of organic and nutritive 
lif& In the last sixtj pagea of the tr e a t is e are discussed 
the priiuaples of pUhoiogy, diagnons, treatKent, and pro- 
ph jlaxis of mental disorders ; and in no other treatise have 
ve found embodied bo much and such practicsUj valuable 
instruction in a single chapter ; indeed everj chapter in this 
T(dume is incomparable with aoj other treatise in those 
respecta. Everj page is replete with interesting illustra- 
tions and suggestive thougbt; and the entire treatise is 
woven ao cennectedlj, so naturally, and with such classical 
elegance of style— imbued with reverential and Chnstian 
feeling, that it cannot fiul to command the attention and 
deeply impress the mind of every reader. For these i«a- 
•on^ and for the great good the book will do, not only /or 
nunds diseased, but to the inner Kfe of every reader, we 
most heartily commend the volume to physicians and all 
daasM of educated men. For, added to all its life-like 
illustrations relating to the symptomE, progreea, pathology, 
aod treatment of cerebral and mental disorders, the author 
has &ith&lly arrayed those fundamental truths which relate 
to the moral and the mentally reactive causee of insanity. 
This is a subject which eiery educated mind should be 
made to comprehend. The time has come when., with the 
light that now exists, an intelligent person may not iuno- 
cently pursue those courses of lite, and indulge in those 
babite of mind and feeling which tend to induce psychical 
M- physical disorder. And Dr. Winslow doea not hetdtate 
to assert, upon evidence, that " the mischievous influence 
of moral agencies is exercised upon the plit/tiad as well as 
the ptgchical organism, laying the foundation of lesions of 
■trncture and pervernons of Ihou^t originating in the mind 
itself." It is true thai we have to deal with insanity as a 
disease involving both the body and the mind, but all 
should remember that not un&equently the insane may be 
morally responsible for the calamity that has laid their 
gi>dtike power in ruins. How true it is that " power of 
self-control is, in many instances, weakened, or alto- 
gether lost, by a voluntary and cnminal indulgence in a 
train of Ihou^t which it was the duty of the individual, in 
thejSrri instance, to resolutely withstand, control, and sub- 
due." In reference to this subject it is manifestly the duty, 
not only of physicians, but of all educated persons, scnipu- 
lously to inculcate in otiers, and particularly in the youth, 
ae well as conscientiously observe and practice in their own 
daily hfe — the principles of sound mental Hygiene. 



A PBKcociors MoTHBR.— There was one case during tlie 
year worthy of especial notice^ in consequence of the ex- 
treme yonth of the motlier. Flizabeth D was bom of 

native parents, in the almshouse at Taunton, May 24, 1847, 
and at the same place she became the mother of a healthy 
boy, on the first day of Febraarv, 1858, being only ten 
j/tart eight raonlAi and teveit daj/$ ad. This appears (o be a 
rare esse in this climate, but is well attested by the physi- 
cian (Dr. A. BaTlies) of the almhouae at Taunton, who 
officiated professionally both at the birth of the young 
mother, and at that of her "hopeful son." This boy 
weighed eight pounds at birth, and at the age of eighteen 
months it weighed 37i pounds, and was in the enjoyment 
of robust health. — Mam. Regiftration RtfoH. 
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DlHUUHHKtlf ON DlPUmiKlA. 

{Cwttl**id fivm pagt IM.) 

Dr. Watson did not think that the prevailing epidemic 
corresponded, in its general character, with the lorm of dis- 
ease described by Breitoneau, but that the majority of 
cases resembled the " croupy, sore throat" referred to by 
Fother^I. He had seen a great many such, but had not 
met with a single fatal case. Bia treatment was mostly 
expectant ; sp. mind, or Dover's powder for the fever, and 
camphorated oil for an outside local application. The disease, 
in several instances, ran through whole families. He 
remarked that he had met with the membrane which bad 
been described as diphtheritic, covering an abraded surface 
and associated with typhoid symptoms, a condition which he 
was disposed to think depended upon the breathing of foul 

Dr. CI.ABK stated, thatinthecaseshesaw the appearances 
ond ^neral characters of the disease corresponds^ exactly 
with Bret toneau's description, 

FD.ISTM. 

Dr. Cock remarked that since the middle of the month 

Erevious he had seen some six or seven cases of diphtheria, 
ut none terminated fatally. In a child, who was one out 
of four attacked in the same family, the exudation cleared 
off several times to be brought back again by some error in 
diet. Tlie treatment was louic in its character, consisting 
of chlorate ofpotash, quinine, beef tea, and wine whey. The 
ages ranged from five to forty years. During his term of 
service (Dec. and Jan.) at the New York Hospital, he bad 
noticed among the patients a more than ordinaiy exemption 
trom sore throats in any shape. In all the cases the mem- 
brane was present, was about one half a line in thickness, 
and could be likened, in general appearance and color, to 
buckskin. In reply to a question from Dr. Wilkes, he 
remarked that, in the majority of cases, the symptoms of 
marked prostration were absent 

Dr. Mabkde staled, lliat with the exception of two &tal 
caees, vrhich he bad seen iu the early part of the last year, 
he had been fortunate enough not to meet with any cases 
of diphtheria. 

Dr. RoBT. Watts remarked that he had seen five une7 
quivocal cases of the disease in question, and of these but 
one was fatal iu Its issue. This last-mentioned one ter- 
minated at the end of'ihe third day after the attack. The 
patient was a httlc child fifteen months old ; the membrane 
commenced forming in the fauces, and extended into the 
trachea, bronchial lubes and (esophagus. Two of the cases 
occurred in one family, in both the membrane was well 
marked, and the attack was ushered in by vomiting, very 
much after the fashion of the invasion of scarlet fever. The 
fever which followed was also very high in both instances, 
and during the first forty -eight hours the pulse ranged from 
130 to 140 per minute. In each case the depoat disaft- 

E tared on the fifth day, and left behind a red surface which 
ad a strawberry roughness. Another case occurred in a 
boy seven years of age, who was taken sick on the 15th of 
January with chilis; on the Uiird day after a membranou5 
patch appeared upon the tonsil of the right side, Tlie fever 
in this case was also very high, the pulse /or three or four 
days keeping at 130 or 140. On the fourth day the child 
was seen by Dr. Clark, in consultation, and afterwards by 
Dr. Parker : bolh genUemen pronou>u«d it an unequivocal 
case of diphtheria. In the course o' "■ 
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deporit exteoded over the uvula, a day or two after that 
across to tiie other toneil, aod on the fifteenth day dis<ii>- 
peared entirely. The nasal pistagee weM »ery much in- 
volved, the discharge was very considerable in quantity 
and of an acrid character; tiie glands of the neck were 
moch enlarfined and wete quite p«infal on pressure; this 
condition of things was also noticed in two other cases. 
In anotber case, a small patch which showed itoelf on one 
tomil diaappearftd on the Sfth day. The (reatment in all, 
was Irom the start, toaie in its character; wine, brandy, 
quinine, and chlorate of potash were freely given, but, 
with one exception, oo tocal applioatkin was made. The 
boy, seven years of age, ah'eady referred to, took a ^vart 
boUh of iharjt UJWM every twenty-four Aoan, and a prain of 
quinine enry two hours. On the evening of the third day. 
he having vomited con^derably, the wine was stopped ana 
■boat one half the quantity of brandy given instead. The 
vomiting ceased, but in the following afternoon he was 
taken with what, under other circumstances, would have 
been caHed dysentery, the symptoms of that affoction, 
tenesmus and bloody stools, being present. Dr. Watts was 
inclined to the belief that the epidemic sore throat was but 
a milder type of diphtheria, certainly the symptoms of the 
two bore a striking resemblance to each other. He was 
not disposed to speak of the mild forms as cases of tousi[- 
litis, inasmuch as in very many, those oi^ans were not 
swelled at all, neither was there any swelling of the mucous 
membrane of the throat generatlv. 

Dr. Pareis entirely agreed wiUi these views, and thought 
that such cases would, if tell alone, be very apt to terminate 
in true diphtheria. 

Dr. Markoi had been in the habit for weeks post of 
seeing a great many cases of sore throat, hut had not met 
with a single fatal case. The attack would be ushered in 
by a diill, which would be followed in the evening by a 
very h^ feVer,8iid, at the same time, the throat would be 
complained oC Oo examination of the parts^ both tonsils 
would be found enlarged, and covered over with a yellowish 
gelatinous substance presenting a dotted appearance. The 
second day the patient would be feverish, and in the even- 
ing there would be a marked remission. The symptoms 
then began to subside, and on the fourth day the case ter- 
minates favorably. Dr. U. stated that the fever was out of 
all proportion to the severity of the disease, in &ct it was 
the symptom. No treatment was required. The form of 
disease referred to was a precise transcript of what be had 
been in the habit of seeing for the last twelve yeare. In 
answer to a question from Dr. Clark he staled ttiat cough 
was not a marked symptom. 

Dr. Pakeer had also seen several cases of that form of 
diseasewithinthepastyear. The treatment was expectant, 
and the patients all recovered. 

Dr. Clark not being in family practice, had not had many 
opportunities of meeting with the disea-w, but in the few 
which had Dome to his notice a cough existed which lasted 
for a week or ten days after all the otlier symptoms had 
disappeared, 

Dir. Dc Bois bad also seen several of those cases referred 
to by Dr. Markoe, and like him had never met with a fatal 
result. It was an astonishing fact to bim that so much 
oonstitntion^ trouble should be caused by such a small 
amount of disease in the throat 

Dr. Clark stated that he had seen but one additional 
case of diphtheria since the last meeting. A child, a patient 
of Dr. Bishop, was recovering from a pretty severe attack 
rf scarlet fever, which wis attended with a considerable 
amount of sore throat, and swelling of the glands in the 
neighborhood of the ancle of the jaw. All these symptoms 
were subsiding when diphtheria made its appearance, and 
on the second or third day after the membrane had 
formed, — Dr. Ctark saw the case in consultation. Then 
there had been already a slouch on the outsiije of the neck 
just under the angle of the jaw as large as a two-shilling 
piece, and extending from the edges of which was a patch 
of erympelatoua inflammation covering over a apace of three 



inches in one direction and two in another. The base of 
this ulcer was covered with a thick gr^ membranous mat- 
ter, notwithstanding the parts were entirely denuded only 
twenty hours before. In the throat, the tonsils were seat 
filling up on each side of the fauces.to the level of the tip 
of the vi^lum, and al! along the border of the arch thus 
formed there was a perfectly ufhile exudation, whidi it was 
pretty evident from Uie rtiaracterof the breathing, and tone 
of the ery, exttnM into the larynx. The attendant coa- 
■titulional symptoma were aU pretty severe when be last 
saw the case, and he had very little doubt but that it had 
terminated fatally. No suppuration preceded the sloughj 
the dead mass seemed to drop cut as if it was nothing more 
ttian a plug. 



Db. Alldi stated that he bad seen, within the past foor 

weeks, seven additional cases of the disease under discussion, 
but they were all of a mild type. Two of these occurred 
in one of the bmilies In which he had a fatal case a short 
time previously. They were both attacked about the same 
time with sore throat, «id both presented KnaH patches ct 
exudation upon the tonsils; very little fever was present in 
either case. The treatment employed was the local appli- 
cation of the solution of the hydrochlorate of potash, and 
hydrochloric acid, the latter being decidedly in excess. Of 
the five other cases, one was very alight in character, the 
severity <^ the disease spending iteeu in five days. The 
remaining four occurred m1 at one time. One was a child 
three years old, who was a patient of Dr. Bloodgood. 
During the convalescence, bam an attack of measles, an 
ulcer apppeared on the inside of the lower lip, and at the 
same time, the throat being inspected, the existence of exu- 
dation, which covered almost the entire surface of the left 
ton^l, was detected. The pulse increased in freqaeney from 
eighty to one hundred and twenty, and the child complained 
of a^ood deal of difficulty in swallowing. On the mommg fol- 
lowing, membruie was found covering the velum and other 
tonsil On the third day after the attack Dr. Allin saw (he 
case in consultation, when a leaspoonful of the followbg 
mixture was given every twohoun: — Chlorate potash Sii-; 
hydiocloric acid, I L ; water I iv. This, together with ths 
local apphcation of the dilute hydrochloric aoid, in the pro- 
portion of one to four, completed the treatment The dis- 
ease continued for four days before any marked change for 
the better was noticed, and at the end of that time the 
membrane began to disappear. When this had taken 
place the child was seieed with hoarseness, which very soon 
terminated in complete aphonia. The remedies previously 
alluded to were then stopped, and spirits of turpentine, in 
doses of three drops every two hours was, given instead. 
A change for the oetter showed itself, and the child was 
not long in getting entirely well Another case was in the 
immediate neighbourhood ; 'a girl fburteen years of age, a 
palienl of Dr. Bloodgood, was Buttering from phlegmonous 
mflammUion of both legs for ten days, when ahe was seized 
with a sore throat, which was attended with the existence 
of the exudation on one tonsil The chlorate of potash 
mixture was all that was g^ven in this case, and the mem- 
brane cleared off entirely in the course of the fbllowmg 
nine days. The sixth case was entirely uncomplicated, the 
extent of the membrane being limited to a small p" '' ' 
the left tonsil. The treatment and result n 






in the previous instance. The last case iv^at the time of 
making the report, still under treatment The patient was 
a child, five months old, who presented patches of mem- 
branes upon the tongue, roof of mouth, and tonnls; there 
also existed a considerable amount of tumefaction exter- 
nally. The mixture of chlorate of potash and hrdrochloric 
acid was being resorted to in this instance, and the result 
promised to be a good one.* In conclusion, Dr. Allin re- 
marked, that he was led to place a good deal of confidence 
often alluded to, its administration thus 
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&r fasiiitg been attended in every caw with c 






Dr. JiB. R. Wood cited the history of the following c«se 
of diphtheria which he wan then attending: — The patient 
was a lady, wboni be had first seen about ten days before; 
the membrane coated the fiiuoaa and extended down the 
ph&rynx as far as he could see, the ur iubee^ however, were 
not my<dTed. Sbe was then very moch prostrated, with a 
pulse one hundred and lUrtv, was reatkM, ajad apparently 
indifferent to everything about her. I commenced Ihe 
treatment of the case, continued he, by the internal use of 
tbe chlorate of potash, in doses of MX grains every two 
boon, tOfether with three grains of quinine every ttit«« 
boon. Milk suBoh was pven &eely, and a gargle waa 
D8ed of a drachm of nitfoua acid to eight ounces of water, 
while the parta weifc also pencilled over by the same solu- 
tiiML This woQtan sank very raiHdly ftw the first twelve 
honn, bat on the next morning the membrane began to 
looeen, at the same time the pulse became lesa frequent 
On the seoond day the membme began to separate in 
large patettee, one of which, Irom the right side of the 
&iicea, was the size of half-a-doUar; another patch was 
about twioe the natural size of the uvula. Dr. W ood stated 
that he tka attended a gentleman who had been sick when 
firat seen, about three i&ys. There was a good deal of ex- 
haoBlioD present, together with a slight striduloas oough. 
The throat was hoed with a dark, dingy-colored membrane, 
which hod very much the appearance of a piece of old 
parchment The treatment was the same as in the former 
(Mse, and the recovery was very tedious. He had also 
treated^a case of the variety of sore throat r^rrcd to by 
Dr. Uarkoe; the aKcted parta were covered witli exuda- 
titn, which wis entir^ different in appearance from the 
membrane of diphtheria. Stimulante and chlorate of potai^ 
irere freelv given, and nitrate of silver in solution was ap- 
plied locallT. Dr. Wood had also seen two cases of fatal 
ai{JitheHa m consultatioc, bat they were so far gone at the 
ttrae, as to give no hopes fot recovery. In conclusion, 
be ezpresMd himself aUtingly in favor of the supporting 
treatment, maintaining that it was the onlv true way i^ 
combating this fco^nidable disease, and that all other medi- 
cation was of secondary importance. 

Dr. Van BuREit stated that he had met with several cases 
of diph^ria. He was impressed with the fact that there 
iras • certain amount of epidemic influence prevalent in the 
community in ctnutexion with tbe development of the disr 
ease, that the m^ady was mild in character, and except In 
ft few iastauoes, where its fatal t^idency was favored bv 
the existence of a tiad constitatioa, or by tbe fact that chil- 
drvn were affected, it had not with him amounted Co a 
great deal. In two families he had seen four deaths occur 
in one and tbree in another, all due to prostration. The 
treatniMit he rehed upon, was the administration of chlo- 
rate of potash and quinme in lai^ doses, Ijtgether with 
good diet, beef tea, and the like. To one child, who re- 
covered, three grains of quinine were given every two 
hours durinK the day, and a greater part of the night, for a 
whole week; and notwithstanding the patient was but 
five years old there were not the slightest evidences present 
of the specific action of the remedy. He also referred to 
tbe two following cases, which were of considerable in- 
terest: — The first was one of diphtheria, whidi followed 
after the sore throat of scarlet fever, and to which he was 
called in consultation when the little patient was very far 
f^one. At die ui^nt request of the attending i^yuciao 
and the &iTuly, tracbeotomy was pertbrmed. As soon as 
tbe wind[ni>e was opened a iarg« amounted membrane pre- 
aented ita^, a coosiderable portion of which was removed 
by the forceps. The case terminated fatally in a paroxysm 
ofsuffocalion twenty-three hoursafter tbe operation was per- 
formed. Tbesecondcasehe was called to was the son of one 
of his colleagues, who was first attacked with inflammation 
and swelling of the l^eyelid. The diseased action seemed to 
be eonfined to the meibomian follicles, but when the lower 
lid was «T«rted the pa^iebral conjusctiva was found to be 



covered with exudation. The next morning the nostiil 
of that side was occluded, and on inspection of the parts 
membrwie could be distinctly seen partially covering tbe 
surface of the mucous membrane. During his whole sick- 
ness tbe patient was able to be about, and recovery took 
place about a week after he was attacked. 

Dr. Watson wished to call attention to the fireqiieBt oc- 
currence of glandular swellings in diphtheria; he had met 
with three cases of that character which occun*d in one 
family, and in two of these the swellings suppurated. He 
referred in conclusion ia two additional cases of diphtheria, 
which had occurred to him since the last meeting. One of 
these was a child three years of age, who, when first seen, 
bad been sick for three or four days, and was then stifferbg 
fi-om the symptoms of croup. No membrane could be dia- 
oovered in the throat until two days after, when it rapidly 
extended into the larynx, causing death by Ajepnoi*. The 
second case was a child of a medical friend seen in consul- 
tatitm. It was very mild in character, and teiminaled 
&TOrably. 
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iNraA-UTKRIRE Pra6*RT, 

Dr. E. R. Peaslii exhibited an intra-uterine pessary which 
he had devised for the radical treatment d retroflexion. 
The instrument consists of three portions. 1. A silver 
stem for the uterine cavity, 3. A modified ring, the 
vaginal portion. 3. A steel staff for the purpose of intro- 
ducing the two. The stem is of pure silver, is hollow, fiwn 
two and a half to two and three-fourth inches in length 
and about three-sixteenths of an inch in diameter; ons 
extremity is blunt, and the other is expanded into a cone 
(of German silver) at the base of which is a screw. The 
diameter o( this screw is somewhat leas than the base upon 
which it rests, and the opening through it into the tube is 
ov^. ^le staff is probe-pointed, eight and a half inches 
lone, and near its handle, at a distance from the point equal 
to die length of the stem, is an inverted cone, the base of 




which has the exact diameter of the screw allvded to. The 

Ciions of Uie staff above and below tlie cone are flattened. 
tly we have the va^tiol portion, which varies in diameter 
according to the 9ze of the canal into which it is to be in- 
troduced. This rit^, at one port of its drcumference, is 
bent towards its centre in order to prevent any prsMure 
upcm the urethia when the ir 
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greatast point of conTcxit; of this curve there is another 
ring OQ the same plane, which forms a fpinale screw to fit 
exactly tbe thread upon the Btem. -The diameter of the 
ring correepoods with that of the base of the cone upon the 
stem, and at one point of its circumference there is a defi- 
dency or slot At the upper and lower extremities of the 
Bteni are openings, as io a o»thel£r, for the escape of fluids 




I P The instrument is introduced as follows; 
FirM, the point of the staff is passed into 
the intra-ulerine portion and the latter 
carried into the cavity of Ihe womb, next 
the vaginal portion b slipped into tlte 
vagina over the staff, when that portion 
of the staff immediately above the handle 
being flattened passes tlirough the slot into 
the smaller ring which ie Inus guided to 
the screw upon the stem by means of the 
cone upon the staff. The staff, with the 
tube, is then turned once and a quarter 
round, and the uterine portion is finnly 
attached to its vaginal support The StMf 
is then witlidrawn. To remove the in- 
strument the staff is introduced again and 
turned in the opposite direction. The 
bent portion of the vaginal ring, and also 
Uie smaller ring, is made of Qerman silver, 
while the rest of the circle is formed by a 
, steel watch-spring coated over with gutta- 
percha to equal in thickness the metallic 
portion. Dr. Peaslce Stated that it was 
I necessary, in all cases to replace the dislo- 
cated organ by an ordinary uterine sound, 
at first every other day and then daily. 
W^ allowing the instrument to remain until 
' Buch time as it could be tx>me lor several 
hours without causing any pain or uneasi- 
ness. Of course no such measures should 
be resorted to if the organ is inflamed, or its mucous mem- 
brane over sensitive. He had t>een in Ihe habit of using 
the instrument for the last four yeaia, and had alwajfs been 
successful in his results, not unfrequentJy the feces in pass- 
ing through the rectum, presses against the ring and causes 
it to be displaced, but this can easily be remedied by bend- 
ing the watdi-spring (by means of heat) and thus allowing 
for the increase m the volume of the gut at such times. Be 
urged tJie necesai^ of examining the instrument every two 
or three days after it was first applied, and if any irritation 
existed, to remove it for a day or two ; he, however, had 
met with a case where it was worn for KXteen wetka in 



, without any vnpleaaaat eymptoma. Th« ioitm- 
ment has the following advantages i — 1. It is easy of >p[i- 
caUon. 2. The vaginal portion being elastic, sUowg ibe 
uterus to yield readily to any sudden pressure friHii abort 
3. It does away with all external ^ipliauces. 

On motion i^ Dr. Gardhib the subject wta laid oter un- 
til the firat meeting in October. 

Dr. Watson rc«d an obituair notice of Dr. BobL Bif, 
who was a member of the Acsulemy. 



Dr. WAtaoii ako read a pwer on the " Epidemic S«r 
Throat," prevailing in New York, in 1859-60, of wbidi 
the following is an abstract: — Sor« throat of a peailiH 
type, but having the general features of diphtheria, begw 
in this city about October 1st, 1650, Ind prevailed u id 
epidemic until June, 1660. Dr. W. had, in his own pno- 
t)ce, during that period, one hundred and forty-ei^t ama, 
distributed over the several months as follows: Su in Oc- 
tober; fifleen in November ; fourt«en in December; fxtj- 
eight in January ; twenty-two in Feteiiaiy ; twenty-tliws 
in Uarch ; e^t in April ; nine in Ha^ ; one in June; two 
in July. No notic^ble meteorological conditkoa were 
associated with the epidemic ; it had been prevailing in otln 
parts of the State during the preceding year, in loeililiel 
exposed to various almoepheric vidaeitudes; nor ecuMit 
be traced to peculiarities of in-door Ufe «s it oocuired tlifa 
among the nch and the poor, the old and the young. Th« 
disease had been variously named by pracUlionen; by 
some it was called dig^theria; by otlieT^esiiecidy whm 
the membranes did not^pear, it was aacnbedtoscarlitiDi^ 
influenaa, croup, mnmpa. Dr. W. was dispoaed to l*ks 
a middle ground, and regard many of the diseases oonunng 
during the epidemic as modified by its influence. He doei 
not regard it safe to say, that because false membnoe dM 
not appear in every given case, the disease whs nat£)ib- 
theria, for oftentimes its appearance is of very limited ivn- 
tion and may have escaped notice, etc. Again, the Burfaw 
on which the membrane may utpear are not til exposed 
to observation. He had watoied its progress tbHnsh 
families and observed that in some of the memb^t 0* 
exudation appeared, and in othem it did noL The diMtas 
differed from scarlatina in the absence of tbe stnwbeny 
appearance of the tongue, in non-cxfoUation of the iwtide, 
anfl in freedom from nephritic symptoms. It also ocomco- 
ally preceded or followed an attack of •scarlatina. Hm 
croup attending this disease differed from sporadic crai|i 
in being of a more decidedly adynamic type, and tesiSif 
to death bv coll(^>ae instead of apncea, or pulmonwj wo- 
gestion. The renewal of the membrane afler its renwnl 
Dr. W. has rurelv seen, nor has he met with paraljM m 
a sequel of the aisease ; cases ^ loss of power ovt* th* 
muscles of the soft palate leading to defect of speech sod 
regurgitation of fluids he has seen, but considers thncoB- 
dition due to the previous inflammation and inbnstilal 
exudation — the muscles in time recover their functions. W* 
commumcability of ihe disease from person lo peison mbW 
scarcely be doubted. The mortaUty in Dr. W.'s pracliw 
was very small: of those exclusively under his own t*i^ 
but two proved fatal The entire number of cases wtea 
he had met willi during the ^idemic, amounted to two 
hundred and forty-eight, and of theoe but six died, i mor- 
tality not equal to two and a half per cent. The treaUwiit 
pursued waa expectant and alexipharmic; a stimulating «» 
detergent gargle for the throat waa generally advixd, m 
claret wine, sage tea with yeast, tincture of myrrh in moo- 
lage, or chlorate of potaesa in solution ; the stronger cMstW 
be never resorted to, not even the nitrate of silver; vxtf: 
add, full strength, was occasionally implied for its eflkt w 
stimulating the diseased sur&ces without destroying the 
living textures ; the glandular swellings were treated wi4 
gentTe frictions with camphorated oil ; if indolent, tincwre a 
of iodine and soap liniment, one part of the former to bctmi 
of the latter was appbed ; if acute and Mppuration Ibnat' 
ened, the water poultice was apfdied, Tba gnwnl treat- 
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gans, the seoetiODB and excrettotii. The paper contau 
terj perfect symplomatology of diphtWik, and i 
iiatrated hy numeroua repoTtra cases. 



(Htntral (Ktrrrtsponllmtt. 



[T»a* EAMr at Um AioHua MnuuL Tivn.) 

Sir: — The great value and importBnc« of comparatire 
phjsology, in etucidaling the phjeiotog^ of man, is, at the 
present daj, uaivergallj' adTuitted. Without experiroeats 
on the lower animals, Harvey could never have demon- 
etnted tlie circulation of the blood as now undeistood ; 
Mid Dr. Marshal] Hal! would never have even suspected the 
refiex or diantaltic function of the spinal eord. For it was 
wlkile experimenting for an entirely different purpose upon 
the proteoSj that the latter xoade ue most important ph;' 
Biological discovery of the present century. 

But comparative pathology is aimost entirely ignored by 
medical men. Ana yet there is no reason, a priori, why 
the pathology of the lower animals should not throw as 
tnucit light OD human pathology, as has its alii department of 
science, above mentioned, upon human physiology. On the 
contraiy, there is ajnple reason for the oelief that the same 
amount of investigation would yield results to the medical 
practitioner even more important and valuable. For a 
science of comparative therapeutics may be formed upon 
that of comparative patliology as ils basis; and then the 
former may be applied in illustration, and to the extension 
of human therapeutics. Not that a particular remedial 
agent will of course have the aaiae effect upon the human 
organism which it his been proved experimentally to pro- 
duce in a' lower animal. Aconite is eaten with impunity 
by the horse, hemlock by the goat, belladonna by the rab- 
bit, and nux vomica by a species of bunard ; but all these 
are poisons, except in minut« quantity, to man. On the 
other hand, parsley is a poison to the parrot, and food to 
man. ITor, if we know uie proportionate doses of a parti- 
cular medicinal .agent for man, and a particular ^ecies of 
the lower animalioan we infer the proportions required of 
another remedy. Wie horse requires ten lo twelve limes as 
much aloes for a dose as a man - but the latler cannot tote- 
rate onc-tendi of the amount of arsenic which is appropri- 
ate to a horse. Stilly comparative therapeutical experiments 
are always suggestive; and sometimes lead ua, as it were, 
by a thrfeMi, t« use one of Sydenham's expressions, to some 
important practical &cl or principle in human therapeutics. 
For instance, the e&eclaof arsenic in improving the external 
appearance of horses, suggests the idea that it may be found 
a valuable remedy in certain diseases of the human skin ; 
and experience demonstrates this to be the fact. 

Thus the most reliable method of advancing the science 
of human therapeutics, next to direct experiment on man, 
is therapeutical experimentation on the lower animals in 
known pathological conditions. It is in fact in this way 
that we nave acquired most of our knowledge of the anti- 
dotes to the various poisons; and even the discovery of 
vaccination, by Jcniicr. was the result of his investigation 
ofapatliological condition of a lower animal. 

We win not, however, prolong our remarks on the im- 
portance to medical men of comparative pathology. But 
there is another point of view in which this subject assumes 
the gravest importance to the community and to the com- 
monwealth. Some of the diseases of the lower animals are 
epidemic in their nature, and cause a great pecuniai^ toss 
to the ownuv of the animals infected by th^m ; as is the 
coK with the glanders in horses, the rot in sheep, and mur- 
rain in cattle. Nor is this all. In case of the ox and 



the oheep, the most fearful results to health or life may 
ensue to Uioee who eat the flesh of animals contaminated 
by the disease. And iu view of Ijoth the loss of property*, 
and the loss of human health and life, which an epidemic 
disease affecting our domestic animals may produce, it be- 
comes the obvious duty of the State at once to adopt mea- 
sures for its extinction. 

These remarks have been suggested by the fact that a 
fearful epizootic is now destroying the cattle in certain por- 
tions of the State of Massachusetts, and has already extended 
to some of the adjoining States. Not long afler its first 
appearance, and about three months since (it having origi- 
nated from some imported stock), the Massachusetts Legis- 
lature appointed a "Board of Commiswooers " to provide 
for its extirpation; that Legislature has recently been again 
convened, expresslT " to conaider what further action in this 
emergency is required." 

The importance of this subject to the community at large, 
in a pecuniary point of view, may be inferred from a few 
&cts in the history of other similar epidemics. During 
that which affected the neat stock iu England from 1744 to 
1754-5, not less than 40,000 bead of cattle perished in Not- 
tinfi^mshire alone, and 30,000 in Cheshire, in six months. 
Parhament enacted a special ordinance antborising the kill- 
ing of all infected animals, and during the third year of the 
epiEuotic ^136,000 was paid by Oovemment for 80,000 
head of cattle killed iu accordance with that act. During 
that year also about twice as many died of the disease ; 
making a total loss of 340,000 head. During an episootic 
in HolWd, in 1857, ovw 40,000 head of cattle were slaugh- 
tered, or died, in only 43 villages. Appalling facts are these 
to the ftrmers of New England in the present etoergency t 

But the danger is by no means confined to New Eng- 
land. A single infected animal transferred to a distant 
State may spread the disease in all directions, and to any 
distance. Every cattle-raising State is therefore interested 
in this subject; and Ohio, Kentucky, Illinois, and, coming 
eastwardj Pennsylvania, New York, and New Jerseyj as 
well as all the New England States, have sent commission- 
i^usetts to investigate the disease, 
everything depends on the comp^enry of the 
I. And while anybody can kill an infected 
auimal, and so far prevent the spread of the disease, only a 
thoroughly educated pathotoeist, whether he be a medi(»l 
or a veterinary practitioner, la competent lo determine the 
causes of the disease, the laws of its propagation, and the 
best method of cure. It has been called a pleuro-pneumo- 
nia; hut the kical inflammation is, in all probability, not the 
essential element of the disease. All epidemic and episoo- 
tic diseases are probably due to some agency acting prima- 
rily npoQ the blood. i. n. p. 

(We think that the Legislature of Massachusells has com- 
mitted a great error in omitting to ap^int a reliable patho- 
logist and physician in their State Commission for investi- 
gating this terrible episootic. The Govemors and State 
Agriculhiral Socdeties of Ohio, Kentucky, Pernisylvsnia, 
and New Jersey, having commissioned competent medical 
men to viwt and inspect the diseased herds in Massa- 
chusetts, have already received satisfactory reports aqd 
recommendations from the gentlemen employed on that gar- 
vice. They all agree in the (pinion that the disease is con- 
tingently cOTitagioua or communicable, and hence, that to 
prevent ils extension, all the sick and contaminated ani- 
mals sliouid be subjected to a strict Quarantine. Oat 
readers will bear in mind that this malady is not the ordi- 
nary and idiopathic pleuro-pneumonia, but a " nova patti' 
— so far as the Western continent is concerned — and having 
pathological and etiological characteristics peculiar to itself. 
Having examined its morbid anatomy and general pathoto- 
logical history with some care, we shall endeavor to describe 
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the leading peculjaritiee of this maUdj in a future aumber. 
We invite further coDtribulions relating to this important 
disease among cattle, and sliall be particularly obliged to 
correspondenU for any FactH illustrating the eSects of the 
fiesh of disesBed animals used fot food. As has been re- 
marked by Mr. Oamgee, in bis letters on this subject, " The 
first consideration is to acquire a thorough knowledge of 
cattle diseases as aRccting the health of man, and on the 
basis of correctly ascertained data, to provide such laws as 
shall ensure safety under all circumstances." — En.] 
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A Hboical Board, to consist of Surgeon-General Law- 
son, Surgeon C. A. Mnley, and Surgeon Charles McDougall, 
will convene at West Point on the 27th of August for tlie 
physical examination of the candidates for cadetshipe. 
Assistant-Surgeon John F. Hammond has been detailed as 
Recorder of tlie Board. For the benefit of faia health, leave 
of absence for one month has been granted to Assiatant' 
Surgeon R. V, Abbot, with permission U> appiy for an es- 
tension of four additional months. Assistant-Surgeon C. 
G. HoUeabusb is staying for a few days in this city. 

In' the notice of the boat of th« iMo Dr. Isaacs, in our 
been T. Coffee, instead ofT. Cooper. 

VntMoMT Medioal Socibtt. — This society held its semi-sn- 
□nal meeting at St. Johnaburg, on tfae26tband27tbof June, 
I860 ; the president. Dr. K A. Knight, in the chair. The 
following gentlemen were elected members of the society ; 
— Drs. G. B. BuUard, 8. Newell, Jamea Lang, T. T. Cuah- 
man, O. M. Buffiim, W. A. Weeks, and Charles 3. Cahoon. 

The Coluhbts Rrvibw or Midicih and Suroibt is the 
title of a new bi-monthly medical periodical, of one hundred 
and eight pages, edited by W. L. McMilkn, U.D.^ and pub- 
lished at Columbus, Oluo. Its contents are divided into 
four parts, as follows ; — 1. Reviews. 2. Essays and corres- 
pondence. 3. Foreign seleotions. 4. Bi-monthiy abstract. 
Both its literary and typographical execution reflect great 
credit upon its management, 

FiSEi Fund. — The Trustees of the Fiske Fund announce 
that two premiums of |tOO each have been awarded — one 
to a disaertation on Diphtheria, by Dr. Daniel D. Slade, of 
Boston, Mass., and one to a disaertation on Unamia and its 
Morbid Effects, by Dr. William W. Morelaud, of BoatAn. 
The following subject* are announced for 18GI : — 

1. Aneurism: its •varieties and their appropriate treats 
ment 2. Ozone : its relations to health and disease. For 
the best dissertation on either subje<;t, the Trustees offer a 
premium of one hundred dollars. Dissertations should be 
sent, free of expense, to Dr. S. A. Arnold, Secretary of the 
Fiske Fund Trustees, Providence, R. I., on oc before May 
1, 1661. Each should bo marked by some motto, and 
accompanied by a sealed packet containing the same motto 
en the outside, and the writer's name and residence with- 
in. Packets accompanying niisuccesstiil dissertAtione will 
be destroyed unopened. The award will be announced at 
tlie Annual Meeting of tlie Rhode Island Medical Society, 
to be held in June, 1861. 

, Tde New Svdenuam Socibtt now numbers 2828 mem- 
bers. It haa been determined to issue the ma^ificent 
Atlas of Skin Diseases, by Hebra. It is a great object to 
secure a standing subecriptioa list of over 3000 members, 
and the productions of tbe Society will inoreaee in an acce- 
lerated ratio with the increase of its funds. 

TuK Neia Fork Coarrier dea ElaU Unit has the follow- 
ing certificate of a physician; — "I, ilie uodersigned, hereby 
certify, that Mrs. died of an unknown disease, of 



her great age, she 



which I had cured her, but owing to her 
was not able to bear up against the stage of 
and died in oonaequence." 



EPIDBMIUKltCAL UCORn. 

Teilow Feveb is now prevuling to a moderate extent 
in a large number of the island ports and maritime cities — 
from Rio Janeiro to Havana aoa St Thomas — thirty places 
liaving been declared infected. As usual, at this season of 
the year, the city of Vera Cruz is suffering badly from 
the vomito ; yet we are' informed that liie malady is so 
strictly endemic in its prevalence tliat it docs not extend 
even to the shipping in the harbor; and that in no instance 
has it appeared to be communicated from person to person. 
Thus, year by year- is corroborated the strongly-Bsanred 
remark by Humboldt, that " it is incontestable that the 
vomito is not contageous at Tera Oruc" 
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CLINICAL LECTURES ON AMPUTATIQN. 

DBLIT£RED AT THB NEW TO£K HOSPITAL 
Br 

JOHN WATSON, M.D., 



Lectdre it. 
OBHTLEif EN : — ^Id OUT kst discourse on the subject of am- 
putations in general, I g&ve jou the v&rioua steps fbr per- 
lonning the operation. I described to you what was 
called Uie circular, aad alao the couical metbod, giving jou 
to underatand that the latter was my favorite operatioo, and 
one which I always performed. I wish to quahfy this latter 
statement by saving, that I never resort to it in amputations 
throu^ the joiuts, inasmuch as in those cases it is always 
necessary to have flaps. In the case of that poor girl m 
Ward 5, whose arm was amputated at the shoulder Joint, 
you will recollect that I made an outer and inner flap. The 
eame thing is done at the knee joint. We must, as a matter 
ot necesaty, have a covering either from the anterior or 
posterior portion. So agun. m the amputations at the ankle 
joint, in what is called Syme e method, an operation which is 
performed very fi^quently in this hospital, we always make 
two flapa, (me antenor and the other posterior ; and we Qnd 
that the cases do remarkably welL The same rule holds 
good in Chopart's operation, where we make a section 
between the tarsus and metatarsus. With regard to ampu- 
tation at Lbe hip-joint, though I have never performed it, I 
am well satisfied that it cannot be done by the conical 
method. So, Gentlemen, aa a general rule, make use of the 
flap operation in cutting through joints ; but, in the con- 
tinuity of the limbs, reeort ta the conical method. 

It will not suit my presei4 purpose to go into the minute 
detiula <£ tLe various operations, and describe all (he differ- 
ent steps to be taken, I only wish to give you a few hint« 
in relation to them as the result of my personal experience. 

I ahall call your attention to some points in connexion 
■with the ordinary operations in continuity, which I ran over , 
a hurried at our last lecture. In the ont place you have 
observed, when I amputate at the leg, that I never carry 
the saw directly through the bone. If this were done the 
sharp anterior angle of Che shin would come in contact with 
that portion of the flap covering it, and in consequence of 
the abruptness of the pressure at that point ulceration 
would be established. To obviate the occurrence of such a 
state of things, Dr. Kearney Bodgers advised that the angle 
of bone referred to, should be sawn off obliquely. Tnis 
practice I have invariably followed out, and I believe it is 
also looked upon with lavor by my colleagues, who as far as 
1 know, always carry out the principle. I would here 
remark that this is a practice which is not resorted to as a 
general rule, ouleid& When I operated a few days ago by 
taking off a leg, and after I had sawn off the angle of bone, 
a surgeon from Boston, who was present, remarked to me 
that he bad never seen suoh a thing done before. 

I shall say ■ few words in reterence to the kind of 
apoagea that are to be used in cleaning a stump. A sur- 
geon is compelled, when searching after Che Ueemng pcunts 
of veasela, to apply the sponge constantly for a considerable 
length of time to the raw suiiace. Now a sponge is some- 
times a very harsh instrument, and a new one is particulartv 
BO, because its meshes are very commonly filled with sand. 
How so much sand gets into them I am at a loss to deter- 
mine, unless it mar be due to the &ct that the article is 
sold by weight If this conjecture is a true one, the prac- 
tice is a decidedly iniquitous one, because every lime the 
q>ooge is applied the sand is apt to get into the cut, and it 
ia amatter of utter impossibility, under (hose circumslanceE, 
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to have union of the wound by first intention. Hence ti> 
avoid any trouble ftx)m this quarter you had better never 
use a ftesh sponge, always prefer one which has been tried 
before. It may seem asmall matter to you, but rest assured 
it is one of very great nroment to your patient so br ss the 
chances of a speedy cure are concerned. You have possi- 
bly not nnfrequenUy seen surgeons rubbing the surftoe of a 
stump with these sponges before they get ready to apply 
the hgatures. This is a veiy bad practice, and one which 
no surgeon should accustom himself to. If you wish to 
wash off" the blood and clear away any clots, iMmpIy press 
the moist sponge sgtunst the surface, and you will find it 
answer every purpose ; it is not necessary that you scrub 
the muscles, unless you wish to court secondary union by 
lacerating to a greater or leas extent everything you touch. 
This is a practice which I don't remember has ever been 
dwelt upon ; still that is no reason why you sliould forget it 
Everything that tends to bring about union by first inten- 
tion you sliould be particular to bear in mind. 

Next comes another point which is worthy of your seri- 
ous consideration — ^the application of hgatures to veins. 
Surgeons are very frequently obli^-d to resort to it, but re- 
member. Gentlemen, that asarule ic!s not advisable. There 
is always an objection against leaving any vein open when 
its mouth is imbedded in a pool of matter, and where the 
poisonous fluid is apt to wash over it, for the reason that the 
mner coat of the vessel is veiy apt to partake in the sup- 
purative action, and lead to disastrous results. In these 
cases (hen you are justified in applying aligature, but ifthe 
parts in the neighborhood, are hwlthy you do well to hesi- 
tate. Generally all that is required to arrest the flow of 
blood from such vessels, allowing that they are not of large 
size, is to make use of moderate pressure for a few mo- 
ments at the bleeding point at the same time you remove 
obstruction &ara above. There is another circumstance 
which you do well to take into account in this connexion, 
and that is, when the tissues surrounding the vein are so 
much con8olidat«d as to prevent iCs closure you are by no 
means, if (he vein be large, to trust to anything but the 

There is another point in reference to amputatiooa that 
is very much neglected, not only in amputations but in 
most other operations, and that relates to the too &ee use' 
of amesthetics. I am sorry to confess that the practice is 
common in this' institution lo an extent which I am sacis- 
fled is productive of no good, and doubtless of a great deal 
of harm. We use here ether almost alCogcCher, and most 
of you know that we use it liberally, in fact, we are SO 
much in Che habit of administering it that most of us do not 
stop to inquire as to its bad effects. We never have bad t, 
case of death from ether, yet tiiat is no argument to prove 
its harmlcssncss. I am satisfied that Che administraCion of 
the article is too long continued, merely for the purpoee of 
talking about the case during or immediately before (ho 
operation. I have heard a gentiemaa lecture fiill three 
quarters of an hour upon the mode of paiforming an opera- 
tion, whQe his victim was lying on the table oefore him 
breathing bQ that time the fumes of ether. I think such a 
procedure is really cruel, notwithstanding it may not be in- 
tention^ Hy rule is, (he instant Iget a patient under th» 
influence of ether, lo stop talking at once, and go to Wtirk 
with my knife, and, when the operation is finished, give the 
patient the earliest posdble chance of recovering bimeelC 
A question has been rused by some, whether wounds 
would not do better if ether or chloroform were not used in 
the operatiou; but inasmuch as it is a matter that is not yet 
entirely settled, I shall not occupy your time by any discua- 
uon of it. At ^ events I am certain that those who have - 
taken the anteslhetic for a great length of time, when they 
are compared with those who have not^ all other things 
being equal, suffer far more from general constitutional dis- 
turbances for the three or four days succeeding the opera- 
tion, than do those of the otiier clflsa. So much, then, for 
these httle points having reference (o the after-treatment 
of amputations. I beheve I have touched on almost wprj- 
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thing that is of an; coDseqnence in » practical point of 

Now let me ask your atteDtion to another branch of the 
eubject connected wilt amputations, to which, in regard to 
its importaitce, the mere operation ItBcIf is a secondary 
matter. I refer to the formation of a proper decision in 
iDj given case, whether it is best that a limb come oS) or 
not. It ia uoneceeMrj for me here to state, that to settle 
this point, in very many cases, to the satisTactioD of your 
own consciences, requires a great deal of Tery carefnl deli- 
heratiM). In this respect this institution has a great advan- 
tage orer manr others of the same charact«r, and that 
con^ste in tlie (act, that no capital operation ia considered 
properly performed unless a consoltation is held upon the 
ease beforehand; and this is one of the reasons why we 
meet, in flie treatment of our cases, with fo moch better 
results than surgeons in some other institutions. In the 
hospitals of some countries, and particularly those among 
the Trench, each surgeon is master of his own ward, and, 
•g such, acta in every case under hia care as he sees proper. 
The consequence of all this is, that a great many operations 
are performed on the spur of the moment, sometimes on 
the ground of an imagined benefit to the patjent, some- 
times for enperiment, and scmetimea — I blush to say it, not 
Tery unftequently for display; when, if due deliberation 
was exercised, and if the surgeon was careful to consult 
with hie colleagues in reference to the propriety of any such 
proposed measure, the patient might be saved a great deal 
of unnecessary Bunering, and surgery might claim for itself 
more triumphs. The point we are to conwder here has 
reference to the practicability of performing the operation 
in any jfiven case, and the probability of the issue, be it 
successful or unsuccessful It is impoasible to mark out 
any deltnite rule for action in these cases, inasmuch as a 
great manv varied circumstances have to be laiien into 
account, which, to be properly appreciated, must be studied 
more thoroughly than we have an opportunity for doing at 
present 

In reference, however, to the lime of performing the 
operation, something may be stud in a general way. If 
you see a man who is able to bear a primary operation — 
that in, where the reaction is sufBdently estaDliEdied to 
idlow the limb to be taken off within twenty-four hours, 
and where you are satisfied that unless you resort to such 
an expedient his life will be sacrificed, then you must act 
at once. But here, again, you are aot to jump at a radt 
conchision ; for you must all the time bear in mind, that 
by waiting until the suppurative process has been esta- 
blished, ^ other Ihmgs considered, you have a better 
chance for curing your patient This latter operation, per- 
formed at the time referred to, in contradistinction to the 
former one, is termed ttetmdary ; and the reason why it 
offers the best chance for a good result is due to the fact, 
that the human system, afW liaving sustained a shock in 
the first instance, gels so accustomed in a fhort time to a 
certain amount of disturbance, that it is enabled to bear up 
under a second shock better tlian the first one. I wiu 
illustrate that fact by referring to Ihe following inalance: 
A friend of mine, a physician of this city, hns been for 
aome time past subject to periodic attacks of pneiirnonia, 
but his system has become so accustomed to such seizures, 
that af^r the first day or two be in, to all intents and pur- 
poses, as weD as ever, and works through it as an ordinary 
cold. This gentleman, about the 1st of June, called at my 
house, and at that time expressed himself as feeling 
raUier unweU. He soon went home, and the following 
momina; I called at hia office to see if he (felt any better, 
_ when I found him with rusty expectoration— in fact, he 
* had pneumonia. He then declared to me his intention of 
going to New Haven to attend the meeting rf the Ame- 
rican Ifedical Association. I could not help smiling at ^m 
idea, for I thought tha^ in his condition, such a thing 
would be utterly impossible. In the course of a day or 
two, however, he was about, and, to my utter surprise, I 
heard that be via at New Haven before the adjonrnment 



tom of his trouble, and in a very comfortable state. K 
contrast this case with one of pneumonia ae it is ordioarilj ' 
met with, where the patient is confined to bis bed for two 
or three weeks, and you will get a good idea of wbat die 
qistem can bear when it has become accustomed to a scries 
of shodo. Precisely the same thing happens after an 
injury. If you take off a Umb by the primary amputation, 
the chances are that the patient may die of the Aoek ; 
while, on the other hand, if you wait, and watch carefuIlT 
the case for a fortnight or yiree weeks, you will take the 
shock from him, instead of weighing him down by adding 
another. Tou saw that iUustnted in the girl upon whom 
we performed amputation at the shoulder-joint If we 
had performed the operation immediately after the «e<9- 
dent, we would doubUesa have caused her death; bat we 
waited for a secondary operation, and you have marked 
her improvement since. In two or three dws she was 
better than she had been for two weeks before; and in 
seven or eight days she felt so well that she asked to sit 
op. Secondary amputation, then, as a general mle, is 
always the best,. and, consequently the one wfaidi should 
be the most frequently perTarmed. Those cases ^nrfaicfa 
imperatively demand a primary amputation are al'wajs 
attended wilh more or less risk to the patient In battle- 
fields, where men, after they have been wounded, cftiried 
hurriedly about from place to place, and BOffer all sorts of 
irritations in consequence, primary amputations are jastifi- 
able, when they would not be in civil jwactice. 

There ia another class of cases in which yon may perform 
the operation, before the process of suppuration baa con- 
plcten itself, and after the patient it has passed the period 
for a primary operation. One of these cases yon saw 
illuBtrsted in that man, who had suffered from m. com- 
ponnd fracture of the 1^, and afterwards ganKrene, the 
result of a bandage which bad been too tighuy applied, 
before his admission, in order to restrain hemorrhage. If 
I had not taken that limb off within twenty-four faonrs 
of the appearance of mortification, the man wonld, in all 
probability, have died from the shock very much nooner. 
At one time I hod hopes of skving him, but they proved 
futile. This operation was neither a primary nor a seoondary 
one, but a sort of go-between, tie prompt perfbrmuu« of 
which was rendered necessary by the occurrence rf a com- 
plication. Cases of this class are met with not very iinfrt- 
ouently ; and it would be well for us to look into them a 
little at this time, that we may briefly refer to some of the 
drcumstances which are to be taken into account in an 
individual ease. A man is brought into the hospital with 
his leg very badly crushed, still yon are not satisfled that 
it is beyond the nope of recovery until a day or twfo lAer, 
when you discover that the posterior tibial artery has 
ceased to pulsate. Tou make up your mind that gizi- 
grene will fbllow, and you feel called upon to (Operate 
at once. Tou anticipate the tjxnible in that instance. 
Or if on the other hand, mortification has already efaowed 
itself, you are justified in performing the operation 
even before the line of demarcation has formed. Agun, 
there are esses wLere the limb will suddenly swell op after 
an accident, and turn black, a circumstance whi<£ may 
occur the second day, or perhaps not until two or llir«e 
weeks have elapsed. The cane may have been a very ordi- 
nary one at first, and up to this time demanded bat a small 
share of your attention. The occnrrence of this coiiiptic»- 
tion is owing to the &ct, that a spicula of bone has caused, 
by pressure against an artery, an erosion of its coats, ana 
the formation of • false aneurism. You have tbea no 
alternative left but amputation, and that, too, immediatefy. 
I have several times been compelled to resort to mia 
measure. If we could know exactly the source of the 
hemorrhage, it would be eaay to cut down and secutv t^ 
vessel ; but we have fbund auch a procedure to be impivc- 
ticable. These amputations may oc styled operationa for 
the emergency. 

The place at whidi you should <^«Tate is very fre mi ently 
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• matter of coneider*Ue moment, and there are aeveral oir- 
cnmstBiicea which detenniDe Uie aoawering of tbat ques- 
tion. In the first plaoe you will operate upon a wealthy 
maa in one waj and a laboring man in another. You ruaJie 
the distinctJOQ only in reference to circiunstaaces that eadi 
wHi be afterwards sul^ected U>. A. poor muu it compelled 
to we«r « wooden leg &nd get about with it ae w«ll aa he 
can. He must therefore have « stomp to Ruit ; for instance, 
fata kg is to be,amputat«d for injury at tha ankle joint, the 
sectioD is made at the " point of election," a hands breadth 
below the tuberoaky of the tttm, and that leaTes him all 
that is requiisd for the proper wpport of the woodm leg. 
It, on t^e olher hand, a man can afford to paj handsom^ 
Car keeping an arti&oial leg in trim, then the same iteration 
can be performed lower down, and a greater amount of 
leverage be given by aaving some of the mascular attaoh- 
menta. When the arOGcial leg is taken into aooount, the 
lower down the operation is performed the better. The 
" )dace of election n sometimes also detarmiued b^ the 
nature of the acctdest All obber things being .equsLl, if the 
tissues around the seat of the injury are not mled with 
eztravasated blood, or torn to any gratt extent, you may 
«f)erate very Be«r to the point of laceratioiL But there is a 
oertain class of cases where the circumstances are exaody 
the reverse; I refer to rukoad aoddents. The shock to 
the (issues goes much beyond the point which appears to be 
the limit of the injury. In some inataBoes where the feet 
or legs are lacerated bj railroad accident, Che muscles in the 
upper part of the limb not unfrequenll^ partake of the 
kliock. You should always recollect (hat m these cases you 
•re to make your cut some distance from the apparent seat 
of injury — give yourself jdeaty of room and you will 
kOtref^tit. Id that case of gangrene of the teg which I 
have already alluded (o, and which was the reealt <^b rail- 
road Jtoddest, you will recollect tbat at the lime of the 
MWratioa there was so much sound tissue below the knee 
that I was almost lempted to take the limb oS" at the " )daoe 
o! election;" but in order to make sure of a good result, I 
determined to amputate through the thigh. Notwithstanding 
this I found, on cutting through, the musciee in the back 
part of the thigh tbat they were flaooid and almost dead 
Ton ^ followed that oase up and know of its (wmination. 
The stnnm did well enough, but death supervened in oonae- 
qoenoe or phlebitis. 

Let ne aall yoor attention now to another class of cases 
which is a source of great annoyance to the surgeon, and 
almoBtinvariablyresultsinlhedeathofhispatienL Apsnon 
becomes ver; much exhausted by the suppuration following 
ftD accident, and yon come to the conclusion at a certain 
time that it is beet to remove such a drain upon his system 
bj amputatjon. The patient thinks differently, and is 
det«Tmmed'to stout it out in spite of yoa You waloh the 
oam with a great deal of anxiety from day to day, may be 
from week to weeli, until Gnsily the patient is disheartened 
and gives his consent only at such a time when the last 
opportumW for the indulgtoioe of the hope of recovery has 
ruMsed. You saw a case of that sort a fow days ago in 
Ward 4, which terminated eventually in death~I refer to 
the Portngueae sailor who was admitted with a oompoHnd 
fractoro of the thigh. If ampntntion had be«n resorted to 
at the time whan suppuration was fully eatablidied, his life 
migfat have been saved, but he declined to have anything 
done imtil snoh time as hectio fever and oolliqnative sweats 
oama on, when I declined to interfora and ha was com- 
p^ed to ^e with his limb on. 

There is, I think, a very important point to be borne in 
miod in this connexion, and tnat refers to the fact of soU- 
citing any patient to be operated upon. Never do it I 
gBamDr request the House Surgeon to lay the facts of tlie 
caae be&«e the patient iti their true light, and obtain his 
unqualified consent to tbe expedient If I am to operate I 
in^e it a rule never to uxde tbe measure, because it is 
enough for one man to t^dce Uie responsibilities of tbe ope- 
ration without anything else ; for you cannot be certain of 
th« leaalt. Tber« is a class <^ SBigeoas to be found every 



where who are always looldnfc after a good reason for per- 
ftinning an operation, and.jiiatifring audt in their own eyes. 
These are the men woo may be jusUj styled surtfical aggres- 
sors, always on the look-out for some operation to found 
a reputation upon. There is, again, anoti^er dass, who 
are equally dangerous to their patients, and these arc 
termed the " old fogies," who are always straining to find 
out the reason why these cases cannot be left to nature that 
Ihcy may be enabled to shrink, in very many instances, the 
performancB of their duty. They are tbe eunaervatiBta. 
You must steer between these two extremee, and where 
there is a doubt one way or the otlwr, give your patient 
the full benefit of it For my own part, I can oooscien- 
tiously say, that if I have erred any in ray practice, it hM 
been by carrying out the latter principle, which I have 
always striven to do to the beet of my knowledge. Pennil 
me to say here tliat you never can be oertain, at least you 
have no claim to be ao, in any given, case, nntees yon have 
had years of experience lo uphold you. There are just as 
many uncertainties in surgery as there are in medicine, and 
both together constJtute a problematical art, each case of 
which has to be solved by itself. There are aotne other 
points that I should like to dwell upon, which have refer- 
ence more particularly to those accidents whicb are liable 
to occur alter operutioca, but I ahaU defer thdr oonsidera- 
fion for the present, hoping to give a spedal diacoorse on 
the subject at some fotnra Uma. 



RatioiiAL TREiTmvT or Ttpboid Pkwb. — " Having; 
however, had very many cases of TyjAoId Ftver nader my 
care at the Dreadnovghl Ho^ital, and having abaerved an . 
aggtavalioii of enteric Bymptoms, such as griping and tvm- 
panitu, almost invariably follow any arrest of tbe dianlMsa 
in the early stages of the disease, and oereta^ complication 
frequently induced by prematura OTei>«tinralatJoii, I wsa 
led to reQeot upon tbe mlneet. I soon came to Che condu- 
sion, that the disease in Fever's glands, and the pecidiar 
cell-growth develt^ied therein, with tha concomitant diar- - 
rhtea, were but part, and, ki the absence of much sruptkin, 
the principal part, of the proceas of ebniinatiou set up by 
Nature. I determined, therefore, to let cases whidi might 
come under my cue ran their oonrse, HmnSiienceil by any 
^>eeial treatment whatever ; to give only such ao amonid 
o( stimuhia as might be necessary lo aostain tbe Sagghig 
powers of the system, and to aaast Nature steely by UtaB> 
lion to modiGed hygienic arrangamants in the way of rsM, 
temperature, and dieL From the cases tbus aMowed to nw 
a course abeolutelj nainfluenoed by dmgs. I was enabM, 
to get an in^ht into tbe natural history of this disaase. . I 
found that, during what I knew to be tba stage of inflam- 
mation and ulceration of FeyeHs glands, diarrboea was Ibe 
rule, and I quite understood that it was neoeasary. Towards 
the period of convalescence, however, when uloetalive ao- 
tioo had ceased, and cicatrisation had coetmenced, I found 
that the opposite condition was the r«le. Mature kept tba 
injured puts quiet, by calming periataltio action; and tbe 
bowels, Hist«ad of acting sevml tiraee in tha twenty-^iinr 
hours, were frequent^ net open more than once in two, 
three, or four days. In one caae there was ao avaooation 
Gw more tban a fortnight ; hot experience taught os to let 
matters take their nataral coarse, and the caae did petfeotl^ 
well It must not be imagined, beoauae ^edal dr^ging is 
generally useless or injurious in bw^ eaaea, tbat tba o(£im 
of the medkad man are not required. On the oontrary, an 
intelligent reading of Nature, and fulfilment of her indica- 
tione as lo rest, diet. Mid non-dist(vbanoe of intestinal ao- 
tion, up to an advanced period of oonvaleaoenee, are neoea- 
sary in order to ensure a socoenful issue. Moreover, the 
rational practitioner ia not fettered by any stereotirped con- 
duaions, and raenm to kimmlf &t murat tffjuihmmt te 
lie wbnwMrafion ofimgtwltmi Amf nw tent h btn- 
fuind."—Dr. HWa Orotto* i^fa* tta Sml trt m fteit^^. 
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BADICAL CUBE OF HEBNU. 
B; J. W. Riocs, HJ). 
Tn raadwi of tlte JV«w- ToritJinmna tf iMMw wilt ra- 
MiHBberaa vtide wUeb aopeBrMl in Mwdi, 1856^ deaontniig 
k anr ccwnliaD far the imOmI cnraof haniik, utd wu acoom- 
paniBd Vf A wood-cut ot the iDttrnmeiit «mplo7ed, blether 
wilb a report of all th« eaaet in which th« operaUtw bad 
then baen p«ifonaed. 

The raatnwa of the int«tc«to invi^Ted, and the Act that 
no c^ration or d«Tioe hitherto employed for the cure of 
hernia baa be«a tstirely laccewful, are deemed mfflcieiit 
reaaona lor InTitiag thp profenion to a further coniideratdon 
of tke anhjec^ with the ^ope of an ultimate triumph otw 
this almoat amreraal aeonrge. 

Can thii operation be practiaed with safety T The fear 
of perilMeal inflammation has, in aome inatancea, donbtieag 
daiarred aunaons Oom testing this operation. It ia indeed 
the chid and only a^ument urged aj^ainat thia as well as 
other operatKma ibr the cure of heniia. 

Siaoe tta firat introdoction in thia city, it baa been re- 
peBt«d by surffeoni here and elaewhere in connderablT 
more than one hundred caaea, and so far oa I am iDformea, 
without eril oODsequences in any iuBtance. Though tbia 
bet alone goes far toward eatabhshio^ the safetv of our 
method, we are fortunately in poaaeaaion of atatistics re- 
garding other operatne procedivea, which may be brtngbt 
to our aid in deciding the queation above proposed. 

Wntaai's method, which was 6nt introduced more than 
' twenty yeara sinee and has been practised more ezten- 
thtij than any other, ia apolien of by its anthor as fol- 
lowa: "8inoe the animnn of 1838 I have r^)eatedly prac- 
tiaad my o p ar a t ion in the clinique erery aeeaion before 
M iT witneaeaa, and I have nerer seen scTera peritonitis 
GbHow i^BliU kaa any &tal reeultB." 

ProC BotftTDimd, tf Hunach, in qwaking of Oerdy's opera- 
tion (the danger, if any, being the same) sayti, " I have re- 
pealed tUa eporaiKMa at least a Aomimd imm without anj 
badtcauha." 

Now, thoa^ tke tiaanea involved by sU the foregoing 
metboda are tdentiea], ibere are in the details of treatment 
cMentaal diffwsnaea, which, as bearing upon Ihair relatjve 
aabtj, are worthy if mention. F<w instance, by the plso 
waadvooate, the parte ate eim^y pieroed by the inetrament, 
aad the < w y waa i r^m( atom* ia subjected to the aclJon of 
tba bfeJgn body then introdnoed, for a apace of time nry- 
fqg oidiaat^ nom mm to two days (though sometimn 
longer) aeoorainf to the circinnetanoee of the case and the 
viawa ot different (iterators. By WtiUer'a plan, it will be 
observed, the saaae parts are in like manner not only pierced, 
but the Deedle er stiletto ia kept "In situ" and the tefrn- 
laentary ae well aa aubiacent tissues, jnohidhig a lai^ por- 
tion of the scrotum, arc chunped and rigidlv bound in a re- 
StraitMd and very WMOmfortable positioa for tever^ days, 
whi^ OMinot fiul to anravate the auSering of the pMfent 
—•ad if it do not abo Mcreoai (o some extent the danger 
of p«nt0Biti& it eertaanly cannot dttninuA it. 

So alao of 0«rdy'a aptrlion ft may be aaid, in ifaort, 
that Aa ineaM«roploTed for retahimg the plug in tbe psa- 
M^ maat be aUtadad with greater nsk of peritonitis Uum 
the iqwfttion under oonwderation. Hence it is aMuined 
that if operatjona Kke these can be repeated thousands of 
times " vrithoDt any bad reaulta" aa from the evidence be- 
fore US they must have been, then the method we pro- 
pose may be as many times repeated and with lees ap- 
prehenaon of daneerous conaequences. 

It m^ be added, moreover, in the langn^^ trf' (we 
think, the Virf/ima iMkai, Jonrrtal (Prof. McCaw) ; " If we 
do not fear te throw tht iodine solution into the pleura or 
pWwar din K> into ovarian eystvor even into the peritoneal 



CKvi^ — why dumld there be any heeitatiMi in using the 
remedy for the radical cure of hernia T" And, even admit- 
ting (what &am the testimony is readily admiasifole) that 
" serere peritonitis" mav occasionally reeoltfromthe opera- 
lion, it by no means follows that traumatie perUonHu is at 
Uns d^ necBMBrily and alw^a tiual to the patient Tix 
opemboB, then, most be ref^rded as free from dan^, and 
no ■arge<Hi who may deem it worthy of further tnal need 
be detened from its Tepetitacn throngh fear of evil oonae- 



In almeet every instance where the resoHs of Aia opera- 
tion have been commnoicated to us by the operating sur- 
geon, tbev were thns reported very soon after b«abnenL 
and as bemg aatisTactory. It mnst, however^ be admitt»d 
that, in the absence of all knowledge of thev soheeqneBt 
history, it is Impoenble to arrive at any satiti&etory coachi* 
sions as to the meMore of success attuned — thoi^, aa in 
very many instances of apparent cures by other methods, 
relapses have sooner or later occurred, so also, by this plan 
of treatment have onr hopee been disappointed too fi«- 
qnently by a return of the hernia when a better Tenitt was 
confidently and peihape not nnreasonably expected. 

Though thns left Bbll in doobt as to the efficacy cf onr 
plan, and unable to decide npon its merits as a means of 
cnre, yet the experience of tne last two years has by no 
means fkiled of ita benefits. For example, tbe feaBtuH^ of 
the (^)eration Is babeved to be eatabhsbed ; and we nave 
leaned, moreover, that to render it enliray aooceaBAiI 
there ue obstacles yet t« overcome. 

The )«o6mon ai« aware, that the " American Uedical As- 
sociation," severd l^ars since, cbose a coaunittee conaisthif 
of Die. Hayward, Warren, and Parinnan, of Boston, to in- 
veetigate the variona methods by which the cure of hernia 
had been attempted, and to report the reeulta of tiieir in* 
qniriea at the next meetine of that body. It will be re- 
membered that in my article of Uarcb, 1656, allnsion was 
made te this report, and the oonchieioDS reached by the com- 
mittee were briefly given in substantially the following 
langnage — "That either there were some mherent difflenl- 
tiea in the way of the radical cnre of heraia, or tiie proper 
method had not yet been discovered." 

In my remarks npon the probable canses of foDore by tbe 
various methods which bad pieaed nnder review by the 
distinguished gentlemen of this committee, it was sn^ested 
that one of these " inherent difflcnltisa'' was that owin^ to 
the low vascularity and consequent low vitalitr M the lining 
tissues of the hernial passage, the milder and k^ (rf* the 
means empkiyed for the purpose had proved inadequate 
to the proonction of the necessary inflammation, wherebj 
to secnre firm and reliaUe adhesons, and consequent ooda- 
sion (rf the openings. 

That this has been the chief CBOse of flulnre by iny method, 
in a number of instances nnder my own observation, may 
be inferred from the &ct that in thoee cases where suffl- 
cient inflammatory action was produced to setrure a plenti- 
Ail effbgion of lymph, and wb^«, aho, the necessary pre- 
Gsntions as to support af1«r Ae optration had l>een obeerved, 
the results, Una far, have been entirely satisfactory. 

Too much and long continued pressure by tin corvch 
truss-pad was also su^ested as an obstade to snocess. 
Having in my own practice goarded against this supposed 
evil, I hare seen no case since the time mentioned in 
whii^ injury could have resulted from this cause. Tbe 
eflbcts of wuiue primun however, particularly upon recent 
formations, and ifiS mart upon forHmg tisrua, are too well 
understooa by the profession not to «ee the evils so cert^n 
to result from the unskiUhl or injudicious application of 
premure in these cases. 

Notwithstanding these precantions as to pressure h^ the 
eonvtx tniMfvd, it ia nevertheless important, if not indif- 
pensible to success, that the parts are proper^ mp~ 

Wntier,after speaking of his operations, as before quoted, 
proceeds to state that, " aU those operated upon have not 
been cured. In several, rdiapses have fbllowea, but this was 
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tnouble either to the patients letviog oEF the tnus or un- 
dertakiag bard bodily labor too *oen <fifer <A« eperotion." 

As to the necessity of support, we have also Ihe ooaciuv 
reat teetimony of other surxeotis, whose of^rtunities for 
obeervatioD have been ample, and whose opiniooa are en- 
titled to our ntmoeC coaSdenoe and re^wct, so that instead 
of leaving the parte unsupporlad after the lapse of some 
two or thi«e weelta, and even less, as has geoerallr been 
practised, our chanoes of aoocem wonld be sreaUy eDhanoed 
bj a much longer coatinnance of a suitailMe trun or other 
meant of support to the parts. 

In everr uutance, wilhoat ezoeption, thati am aware o^ 
when my (fteTalioahae been pern>rmed, the reault seemed, 
alfint, to be entirely aataefitctory — that \a to say — the to- 
Cera were retained without arti&oial sup^rt for a space of 
time varying from several days, in some mstaneaa, to weeks 
aad months in others. And bo far *e I am informed, the 
same thinK has been observed with re^^rdto Wutaera as 
well as other operations for the radioal cure of hernia. 

With the great preponderanoe of testimony to the con- 
trary, I cannot of oouree assume to demonstrate that hernia 
ie curable in a muority of cases either by my operation or 
peih^ie by any oier process. I do, however, oonfees my 
^eat reluotanoe to abudoning the ^rmalive of this qoee- 
tion, at least until all the known means which orotmie tve- 
MM shall have been proved abortive, or, so long as the 
■"■"1*1 tissues concerned in hernia are identical and sub- 
feet to the same laws with all other parts of the body. 

In order to render more dear and intelligible my news 
with regard to the Justly styled "inherent diSooItJea" to 
be enconntered in the radiinl treatment of hernia, the 
reader is referred to the fcdlowiag wood-cut illustrations, 
designed to rapreaent the invninal canal in its normal state, 
and also as fonnd in cases of rupture. 

Plate I 
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The average length of the ingoinal canal in the adult is, 
a« ahairn in Kg. I, eomething over one inoh and a half) 
and its breadth oorreq>ondingaa nearly as may be with the 
figure here presented. The dotted linea on either aide of 
tM paeeage are intended to represent what is deemed the 
(»i1t pnwer method of iqiplying pre«uire by a truss. 

Ag. 2 is supposed to rejmsent something near the 
aoeragt condition or dimensions of the inguinal canal in 
ordmarg eatei of obliqae inguinal henua. Tm oiaal, it will 
be notieed, is veiy much shortened, while its diameter, par- 
tionlariy from ila lower third upwards, ia very much en- 
larged, from the eotulani jfretmin and wedg»-like aotioa of 
the viscera. 

To show that the inguinal canal, for two-thirds its 
length, more or less, from the internal ring downward, is 
usuuly occuined by the intruding viscera, as stated, it ia 
only oeceesary to refer to the situation in which the truaa- 
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pad is almost universally worn, and to the form of ttia 
ordinary pad itself 

To say nothing of the loss of eubetanoe, Bor of the deplon- 
Ub evils from oonGning the oord between the oeBvez pad 
and the pubee, and thus intorcepti^ the panage of the 
blood to the testes, it euffloea our present purposes to sMe 
the fact, that in at leaet niae-tenths of all thoav who bmt 
come under our notice, and even at dke time wearmg tovsR^ 
from cme-third to one-half, the pad (the moat protBinmt 
part) was found overlapnnpthe bone aadof oonrseeerriDf 
only to dam up the canal at ^e external ring witheot oSbf- 
Buf&cieut neisteDoe above te prevent £e bowete Bmn 



lying in that part of the pesssee, 
uso enlarging it at re|H«eented,t)y dragging down the inter- 
nal ring. 
Asmiming, then, what do <H)e wX (Equite, that the eaaal 



sweuproaek 

the iulenial tnig, it is by no meaH diEBoolt to scnaat TO bow 
a pocket or funnd-shaped receptacle for the intestjne most 
neeessarily be formed, and how also the visaera ao natu- 
rally M mto and oooimy tUe portion of the canal, reaoUiig 
down (»dhurlly to wlUun Uf an imdt, mere or leai, of the 
external ring, and until their flntber deeeeat ■■ o^oeaj 'hf 
the trun situated m before deeotibed. 

Thia ovH-disteoded cMidition of the canal, throo^eotMa 
upper two-thirds, and even nore, is veiT fte q as n tiy notma- 
ble also, partiettlaily in pemons preditpcMed to bwula, ki^ 



bdbre there is any protnuioa ukob^ the extoiMd riag, 
and of oonne before the appHcMkiB <f tha tm*. Indeed, 
there is Ihdo doubt but that in a very large M^oilVr Of 



ruptures, the passage of the protruding parts througfa tl 
openings is a gradual prooeas, ooeuf^ng raoetha aiMi even 
years for its accomplishment— and m afi these oases Im 
enlarged and shortened oondition of the original canal, prior 
to the discovery of the hernia even, is a foragoae oodoIu- 

Now it has been stated that in most, if not in all eaeea 
the <^ration aMnMd for a Mm to have been soooesrfbL 



Why? OurcXfrfviationofthisparlii) 
so uniformly witneesed, is dimply that the 
■bout the external ring is eomparaliTdiy smw, the 
desred to be united are already in contact^ sod *" 



snooesB, 

eat and 



by ah 
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kny dreeaing are easily maintained " in situ," while^ more- 
over, either from the OTernretcbing of the ring dunng the 
operation itaelf, or from sotne other cause, there is always 
more influnmation in thie immediate locality than aboTe it, 
and consequeatj^, adhesion at this point may be supposed 
always to follow the operation — and in proportion to ihttee- 
tent andfirmaa* of ihete adhttiom, it tke trtaiment tua/aafid. 
" ■" I true illuatralion of the 
, mere glance at the figure 
>f the diiliciilties " (and 
J>e way of our succeasfiil 



le Tiscera, until the canal 
1 and a half, is reduced to 
1 whether or not this be 

s entirely obliterated and 
at walla, instead of being 
nsljtuting witat may be 
practically conudared a direct bemia. 

Can theae rel^iaee, which occur after ^>parent cures have 
been eSected, be prerented 7 

Though we shall make no attempt to demonstrate, as be- 
fore atatad, to what extent the cure of hernia by our method 
is practicable, we must, with due deference, assume that in 
a certain ratio, yet undetermined, t( >t ctirtMe by the plan 
proposed; and we must moreover, be allowed the cxpres- 
EooB of oooTiotioDS whicD are irresiatible, that, with the ne- 
cenMy preeaotioiM, aided alio by such facts as have been 
fumisLed by past experience, the perocntage of radical 
cures ?n^, and we believe mart and wiZ, be so very largely 
ioOKased w that the treatment adrocated will commend 
itself to favor with the profession. 

What haa <nir experience taught? 

If hernia is t« be cured by occlusion of the inguinal canal 
(jaA we know bo other way), the &nt step toward the at- 
taisntent of our object ia to excite inflammation in tbatpao- 
Biga. If, again, it is expected to cement the walls of this 
caoal tknnifhovt iit lettgth and breadth, it is a foregone oon- 
dusion also that the infiammation thus excited mtwl neoei- 
tarSg reach to ihat taienl. Moreover, it must not only be 
co-eBlenaiTe with the parte to be united, but it must also be 
<^ such grade at to aecure the neoessary eifusion eX lymph, 
1^ Vihkh onig the tissues are first agglutinated, then assimi- 
med, and ultimately firmly bound together. Still another 
self-evident proposition and indispensable prerequisite to suo- 
oMs is, thai during tliis engrafting |irDceeB the surfaces 
WHighl to l>e united must be brought mto contact, and this 
slat« of coaptation carefully maintained, if possible, until 
natttfe shall nave oompleted her work by uniting surCaoe to 
saiikoB, and part to part, by adhenoo. 

Though lih«.prol«ssion are perfectly familiar with theae 
uikiveraS aid aver operative laws, yet it is loo obvious that 
in » Tfiry large nuyority of ioatancee where this operation 
haa b«an pratrtiaad, maoy, and not unfraaueDily the moat 
important, <^ these have been eilher overloolied or wholly 
divegHdod. It ia well known, too, that the operation has 
sonetimes beea performed in oases where not only the oI>- 
lii)ni^ of tbo oaul was entirely lost, but where, in addition 
to thta, the extetital riogwaa so distended ae that no human 
a^eooy (short of the ligature) could serve to bring ite aipe- 
nor Mid iaiettot pillan evea into (so to apeak) the same 
locality. 

So alttoy in more cascfl than oncj this operation has been 
perfanaad — aUempVid rather — by carrying the instrument 
up anienorlg to the external oblique muscle and introducing 
the aeton (7). between it and the integiunent« ; an error, 
very easily &llen into, where the finger of the operator is 
not first placed as a guide under the tendon of this muscle. 
But to the indicationB. It may be arrued thatit is eauer 
oftenlimes to point out indications ana make suggestions 
than it is to fu^ or comply with them, and this, we appre- 
hend may, to some extent, be found true in the case belbre 
US ; but if we can ascertain the iKvoise nature of the " in- 



herent difflenlliee " which have thus fer so effectually btiBed 
our attempt for the radical cure of hemia, we skill theo 
know at least in what direction to look for means by wiuch 
to surmoont the obetadee so long in our way, and BBnuning 
that some, if not all, the piiQcipal impedimenta to mccnt 
have been adverted to, we come now to conader, — ifoic AM 
th^ be avoided} The means by which, with the greit«3t 
certainty, aa well aa safety to the patient, the nems»ury in- 
ftammatiT" m^ be fnodnced, aeems yet to be matter of 
speculation. Tmo, iodine has been used in a Urge propor- 
tion, and perhaps a majority of the operatiims, bat in no in- 
stance mnder our observation, has its effects been eolirdj 
satisfactory. In three several cases, this artide wis need 
WteraUy at the time of the c^eralion, and again }&eniSy 
oifo : in one instance in thiriy-Hix hours, and in the other 
two cases forty-eiffht hours afler the operation ; and in eadi 
case the effect of Uie second application teemed to be to allij 
rather than increase the inflammatory actioo. 

Tine, canth. has been employed alao to considerable n- 
-tent, and with similar results. Naked threads, from ooe k> 
a doaen in number, of saddler's silk, linen, cMton, and vool, 
have been drawn into the canal and then left for a lime 
varying from two to ten or more days — averaging perfaifa 
three daya. The effects in these cues, and parttcvlsrlr 
when suppuration was fully established beTore the re- 
moval of Uie (so-called) leton (?) have not been what vis 

In one instance, an intelligent surgeon. Dr. Grofte, atitts 
that he drew into the canal a drop or two of croton oil, ud 
" there was by no means too much infiammation." In 
another case under my own care, one-fourth gr. solution of 
ant tart, was introduced and remained in the Mni] 
twenty-four hours only. In several instances (some eight 
or nine) I have employed a naked cord of such uze as cflulii 
be easily introduced, made of hard-Cwistcd and coarse linen 
twine, which has remained from thirty-six to seventj-two 
hours in the passage, averaging, however, not more Ihin 
forty-eight hours, and in all these the regulta, thus far, have 
been far better (with the single exception of that in wUcb 
the ant. tarL was used) than when the foreign body has btea 
medicated. In three of the last mentionw casee the corf 
was drawn rwidly back and forth in the canal, both before 
and at the time of its removal. In two of these, it wu 
BBC-sawed in thirty-six hours, and the same thing repeaKd, 
and the cord removed in forty-eight hours after tlie opei»- 
tion. In the third and last cmc, this process was resorted 
to in twenty-four hours, and repeated and removed at the. 
expiration of thirty-six hours after the operation; and it 
may here be remarked, that with the single exception of 
that in which the ant. tart- was used, no case has been ao 
entirely satisfactory, thus far, as the one last described. 

The late mnch-Umentcd Dr. Isaacs of Brooklyn, in w 
operation some few months since, introduced the peraulph 
fer, (Squibb's), one part to three parts water — using forthe 
purpose several threads of saddler'sMJk, all of which, save ont 
thread, were withdrawn some forty-ei^ hours (as nearijH 
recollected) afterward, and the remaining strand saturiled 
with the pure pcraulph. and left " in situ' four hours longw, 
at whidi time the tumefaction and pain beine very ^oA 
increased this was also removed. In a cote from the Dr. 
some three weeks alter the operation, he informed me thit 
it was hi^tly satisfactory, and no higher anthinity wiS te 
sm^t to warrant fiiture trial of this article — and ftom its 
wonderful and well-ksown effects when iniected into vsi- 
distant day equally dialleDge our 



ccee veins, it m 
admiratitm in U 
By the MceM 
degree of inflamroatorr action which, though by no meu9 
violent, is yet pervading and persistent ia character, ind 
thus BO weU calculated to cement and consoUdate and ooO' 



is here meant a grade ' 
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Tcrt, as it wer^ into one homogeneous uid inseparable 
DU33 all the tissues subjected to its action. To admit here 
that tue means hitherto employed have failed in these par- 
ticulars, 13 only to concede what, unfortunately, is too well 
demonstrated. 

The inflammation caused by the iodine, cantharides and 
(ordinarily) b^ the naked threads, has been so evanescent or 
transtory in its cbariicter u scarcely to Ya,vepromued even 
the accomplishment of its important mission. 

Again, it ia pogsible, and even highly probable, that in 
some cases where these agents were employed, the inflam- 
mation exdted by them would have been more lasting, and 
cooseqneatly more satisfactotj, had it not been arrested 
and (essentially) cured by the supervention of^ppuration, 
caused by the continued pressure of the irritaiR, 

Support a/ler the Opercdion.~~la the firat article published 
on tlus subject it will be remembered the iponge wmpro* 
was recommended. The suggestion ia here repeated, and 
no h«sitat4oa is felt in ur^ng it upon the reader s at(<?ntion. 
If most trusses are essentially convex in their elements, and 
are almost universally worn as represented in plate 2, with 
the centre and more prominent part but httic, if any, above 
the external ring (as they must be to retain the viscera 
except in slight cases), i^ moreover, the 6lal«ment be true, 
that, a* a g«ntra! ruh, the viscera occupy months and some- 
times years in making their passage through the canal, then 
ire need no fhrther mryfrmotiim nor explanatiim of the fact, 
that, in every case of hernia, wiihoul KKeption, this widen- 
ing and shortening of the canal ezista in a greater or less 
d^e«. 

This, we repeat, ia believed to be one of the " difflcutties" 
(and a serious one too) in the way of our success — for it is 
obvious that the tadcor potket formed by the forcing down- 
ward and backward of the posterior walls of the cnnal, as 
represented in the plate, musk be obliterated or partially 
d^troyed in order to prevent the bowe! &om resuming its 
ttccostomed position in the gaping receptacle, and thus tend 
continually, powerfully, ana almost inevitably, to bore its 
way, sooner or later, entirely through the passage. 

Hence our deluded preference for the moistened sponge, 
M a compress during treatment, and based upon these pro- 
posidons, 1st. The pressure thus exerted oeing equable 
and uniform, does not interfere materially with the circula- 
tion nor the deposition or eSiision of lymph. 2d. It can 
under all circumstances be at least toleraUd by the patient 
3rd. From llie well-known elaaticitj of the moistened 
grange, its tendency must be to prevent a vacuum (so to 
q>eak^ in the canal, by pushing back and mwntaining the 
anterior, in contact with the porlerior walls of that passage. 

The qK>nge ma^ be secured, during the time of contine- 
ment, to the honsonUl posture, by a simple band^ or 
roller firmly drawn around the pelvis, and anchored down 
bj a turn around the thigh. The compress should be large 
enongh to act npon the entire passage, thouch with greatest 
force, oj^Kieite the tntemal ring; and should be kept moist 
bj the occasional applicndon of water. 

It will be borne m mind that our only reliance for mtun- 
tatning in contact the wsJls of the canal and preventing the 
entrance of the viscera at the internal ring, is npon this 
compress, and hence, in its application ai weQ as throughout 
the treatment, too much care cannot be exercised in order 
to render its action efficient and reliable for the purpose 
iolended. 

How long the bandage or some milahle Itum should be 
vorn, fiirtner experience win determine perhaps. With 
(be facta already before us, however, concerning this as 
weD aa other methods of treatment, an average of three 
months can scarcely be considered too long a time to main- 
tain suitable support of the puis. Aa to the kind 'of 
afqdtaoce to be employed for this pupose, (as soon as the 
tendemees shall have sufficiently suosided to render it 
admissiUe) we would refer to plate Ist as illnstratinr our 
views aa to the principles upon which the truss shcold be 
oonstracted. The reasons for this are patent to every 
nader and need not here be detailed. 



M'Mtod of Optrating. In most instances where I have 
vritnesised this operation, the surgeon has carried op the 
tissues of the scrotum upon tlie finger with the palmar sur- 
face of the hand upward. This places the left hand of the 
operator very much in the way of the introduction of the 
instrument, so much so indwd, ns in some caws where the 
ring is small and rigid, to render this part of the operation 
exceedingly difficult. 

To avoid embarrassment fi^tn this csnse and to simj^liy 
this very ^miile procedure, it is recommended that the 
surgeon take liis position, sitting or standing, with his Ee^ 
side to the patient s right, both Hius facing the same direc- 
tion. The palm of the left hand is now laid npon the pubea, 
the index finger re.vhing down to such jKsnt upon the 
scrotum as may be selected for the invagination; then, this 
fmger being ficxed, seizes the integuments, and carries 
them upward to the abdominal ring, the hand meanwhile 
lying flat upon the abdomen, and offering not the slimiest 
impediment to the introduction of the instrument, or any 
other necessary manipulation by the right hand of the 

This position secures other advantages also worthy of 
mention. Cases are by no means rare where the compara- 
tive small aize of the abdomin^ ring, or where, from Uie 
continued pressure of the prominent truss pad, its anperior 
pillar is driven backward and apparently downward also ; 
it is with some difBcuItv that the end of the finger is fixed 
securely and satisfactorily, ss it always should be, beneath (he 
tendon of the external oblique, in iwder to make aareof the 
passage of the bulbous extremity of the instrument into 
the cvial. Besides, having passed the bnib fiiiriy within 
the ring, the left hand is now not only liberated, but ia ' 
found in the heSt possible position both for " clearing the 
track" from any intruding portion of viscera and miing 
the counter pressure upon the surface whicl^ so much faci- 
litates, and always ensures the ready exit of the stilette 
through the integument opposite the internal ring. 

The want of the neceeeary data to be enaUed to repwt 
such reliable, and at the same time interesting fiMta^ as the 
profession have a right to look for in a medical jonmal, 
must excuse ns fbr onerii^, instead of snoh report, the fol- 
lowing general statemeflt, which embraces an the facts of 
importance now in our possession, regarding the cases 
treated by our method. 

The number known to have been <^>eratod npon, ezeeeda, 
as bi'fore stated, one hundred cases; of these, ei^t were 
reported in the '' A'ifiii York Jimrw^f JftrJidne," fcr Mardi, 
1858— seven being inmates of the State Emigrant Homital, 
Ward's Island, and treatod by Prof 0«7K>dian. Of the 
history of thiwe, ance the abote date, I have no knowledge. 
Of the other ease, under my own treatauiit, and embraced 
in the foregoing report, it mav be said — some six months 
or more after the operation this man died very suddenly, 
after violent exertion, from supposed disease of tbe heart. 
This, it will be remembered, was a case of large scrotal 
hernia of twenty-six years' standing, and the patient a 
laboring man ^ed about sixty-throe, and badly crippled by 
his infirmity for manr years. In this case the visoera never 
protruded through the abdominal ring after the operation. 
A very hght Piendi truss (tbr want of a better) was worn 
to the last. 

Of some twenty cases in addition to the aboTe which 
came under my notice, the mwority being my own pa- 
tients, there me five at loot which there is e»ery reason to 
believe wiH prove entirely satisfactory. The first of these 
dates back to April, 1858. Scrotal hernia of thhtewi years 
Standing, the patient a middle-aged gentleman of this ci^ ; 
the operation by Dr. Qnackenboes, and witnesaed by Vn. 
Batehelder Buct, Watson, and others. When last examined; 
a few weeks since, there had been no protmsion, and the 
walls were firm and rigid. It Aoold be obaerrod that, 
there being a *rec( hemta upon the opponte side reqnlrinp 
genUo support— a light double truss (nmltipedal pads) m 
still continued in use, , . 

A gentleman some twenty-five yeaw of age— mRntnal 
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hernia upon both aidea which had existed (Tom childhood, 
yrts operated upon about one year ago in Brooklyn, in pre- 
aence of Beverst prominent memb«fi of the profession of 
liiat citT. 

la this ca8e,wheti1aBtheard&om,amoDthEance, through 
his brother in this city (the patient being now in the Vest), 
be reported one aide aa mind and entert^ed doubts as to 
the oppoeil« aide, From the doubii thna expressed, the 
iofeience is, that this side is at least materially improvad. 
The multipedal trass is believed to be sUll in nee in this 

Some fourteen months rince, the operation was practised 
iq>on a man in this city, about forty years old, with ordinary 
iDguioal hernia of bat few years' standing. When seen 
laat (in NovembeO the case in all reqiectB was entirely 
satislactory. 

, of Brooklyn, had the same operation about lat 

of Uardi laot Ordinaiy inguinal hernia of some twoyears' 
Standing ; no case has been more satiafactor; than this 
appeared when last seen, some five weeks since. There are 
two other instances in which we hope and oonGdently ex- 
pect to be able to report soccessful results. 

Of the remainder of the cases noticed by ns very little is 
now knowtr. To admit, however, in the langn^e of 
Wntier, that "all those (^>erated upon have not been 
cured — in some, relapses have sooner or later occurred," 
would be only to admit the truth. 

We might mdeed say more — that there have been taany 
^ures to cure hernia by the plan we advocated. Until, 
however, this method be more fairly and more thoroughly 
tested bv iH'inging lo our aid the results of past experience, 
aa also those of future inquiry and investigation, we are by 
no means prepared to admit that the radical cure o( hernia 
is beyond the reach of art, nor, moreover, that it may not 
be accompliabtjf] in the manner here propose! 

Jkth Hobu (U TSutitf Btiwt), N. T. 



%qnxis at fospiials. 

ST. VINCENT'S HOSPITAI^ 

FoDB Cascs ot Cerubo-Sfihal MEHmoms — SoocissruL 
Opuutioh foe Viaioo-TAOwiL Fibtola. 

[BtpoM br Wa. (TMusn*, KDi, SatUaM rhfilein nd Bsgcsa.] 

OnoBRo-SMirAL HnmtinTiB. 
Cam I. — Mary D , twenty-three yeara old, single, do- 
mestic, was sidmitted April ISth, 1860, during the service 
of Ih'.,Burt3ell, andsubeequently of Dr. O'Rorke. She pre- 
sented the appearance of a stout, well-developed wouuui. 
and. from her own account, bad previously enjoyed gooQ 
health. On the night before admisBioa, for some reason 
not staled, she slept upon a mattrass on the floor, in a strong 
current of air. Next morning she awoke wilh a feeling of 
a and pain all over the body, especially in the back 
:ie spine. The 
tary, produced 
k was immove- 
; the pain was 
d surrounding 
ijunctivte con- 
lilated; photo- 
i; face flue^ed, 
tongue coated, 
lled^ protruded 
h slow, moan- 
in of fluids not 
action of heart 
; no pulmonary symptoms; teeth set and somc- 



times ground together. The pulse was quidc and irrilaUe ; 
a clammy fetid sweat pervaded the body ; abdomen slightly 
tympanitic; bowels costive ; and there was some oedema of 
the extremitiee. At Snt only external anodynes and some 
cathartic medicine was prescribed, together with fluid 
Dotuishment and some stimulants. The nest day the symp- 
toms became s^ravated; sod there l)eing no movement 
fivm the bow^ the cathartic dose was repeated; other 
treatment continaed, and in addition fifteen drops of Ua- 
jendie's 'solution at night There was a very ahght im- 
provement in the goDeral condition of the patient for the 
two following days. The enemata failed in produdng any 
effect, notwithstanding they were administered repeatedly, 
and it was not until a full dose of castor-oil was given that 
the bowels 4cted. The pain in the post-cervical region 
coutinuiug, dry cups were applied to the {>art and aiter- 
warda a blister. On the 21at (May) iod. pot was pre- 
scribed, but seeing no good effect &^ ila use calomel and 
opium was adminisUred, at the same time the blistered sur- 
face was dressed with uug hydrag. mitior. This plan of 
treatment was continued for a week with no good effect 
when the internal use of calomel was substituted by iod. 
potassium, the mercurial ointment, however, was kept ^)- 
plied to the back of the neck for a couple of weeks lon^r. 
About this time, (June) a slight paralysis of the left Nde 
began to show itself. The dispo^tion which existed to the 
occurrence of oonstipation could only be effectually over- 
come by the use ofcastor-oiL On the Bth of June bed 
sores appeared over the sacrum. At this stage of tbc 
disease the patient began to sink, stimulants were given 
freely, a blister was reapplied lo back of the neck, a one- 
eighth grain of calomel was placed upon the tongue 
every fitteen minutes, turpentine enemata were constantly 
administered, but all to no purpose. Death took place on 
the 5ih of July. No autopsy could be obtained. 

Casi 11. occurred in the surgical division. EDcn D , 

aged 20, single, domestic, of strumous diatheas, was ad- 
mitted Aug. 23d, 1S59, during the service ofDr. A.B. Mott. 
She bad rheumatism during the previons winter, from 
which she thought she had entirely recovered. About three 
weeks previous to admission she noticed, for the first time, 
a weakness of the back and a prominence of the spine in 
the lower dorsal region, together with considerable swel- 
ling in the left iliac fossa. Aa far as she knew she had 
never reoeived a hurt {ikely to cause this leaon. At the 
time of her admission into vie inaritution she 'was suffering 
from headache, anorexia, and insomnii. There was also 
BuBiiBion of tl^ eyea and face ; pupils sluggish though not 
dilated; tongue l^wn and somewhatdry; pnlecsmaDand 
accelerated, and bowels costive. Her conoilion was not 
such as to cause alarm, and ahe was simply ordered to 
remain in bed, to have plenty of fluid nourishmenL counter- 
irritation to the ^ine, and to sweliing in the ihac fossa, 
which was looked upon aa the commencement of lumbar 
abscess. In a few days her condition was so much im- 
proved that ahe ventured to gel out of bed, but while 
walking around the ward ^e tripped and fell heavily to the 
floor, her haok coming in contact with a chair which hap- 
pened to be in the woy. From this time she grew rapidly 
worse ; tvphoid symptoms set in, and for eev^^ days she 
contipuea delirious, with only short lucid intervals; teta- 
noid convulsions were soon superadded, aod she died coma- 
tose on the 15th of September. 

Cab«. HL— Timothy R— — , aged 30, married, by oocn- 
palioo a carpenter, was admitted to the surgical division 
June 26th, 1860, during the service of Dr. Thebaud. This 
patient was of low size, swarthy complexion, melancholic 
temperament, while teatiog his strength by means of one 
of-mose machines frequently seen it) the streets, and on 
making a sudden effort, he experienced a sensation of sharp 
pain, as if something had been torn violently in the lower 
portion of the apine. For several days alter this, the pain 
conUnued, extending downward to the legs, and finally 
concentrating itself in the left extremity. After the lapse 
of about five weeks, it grew somewhat better, so.mudi so 
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that he resumed his emplorment, but he wbb unable to 

continue it for »ny length of time, tie pain returning with 
even more violence, and rendering bim almost t. helpless 
pmh'tic. He also noticed that his symptoms were aggra- 
vated at the aj^iroacli of rain, or any sudden chMige c£ tem- 
perature, and relieved sgata when iJeaaaQt weather ap- 
peared, by a return to the former condition. On admiesion 
to boGpital, this pun was altogether conSned to the lefl leg, 
between the knee and ankle. This he described as perfect^ 
agonizing, eEpecially when he attempted to walk or work. 
He also comi^aiiwd of nervone twitching thron^totit the 
whole extremitv. On ■"""'""■"", aome leodemen wa« 
p^tsptible all Mong the spine, eqieciallj at tJie ucro-Ter- 
lebral articulalion. Other symptoms observed were weak- 
ness of intellect, indicated by gamility, loss of memory, pu- 
erility, and religions monomania. Tbe pupils sluggish and 
dilated, the eyes duU and stsrmg. He walked lame, had 
Uteral oorvature, and oarried the left shoulder h%ber thsn 
the light. His general health alao autfered ; waseiMMiated; 
had no appetite; bowels costive, and sleep disluibed with 
frightful dreams. The treatment consiBted of a blister to 
the lower part of the spine, and er. i of est nuc. vom. 
three times a day, to^;ether with laxatives and plenty of 
fluid Dooriahment This was continued for a few days with- 
oat wodacii^ any senable efieot on the complaint, when 
decided •vmptonw of insanity made their a{^>earsnoe, and 
he was discbaiged as an improper object for treatment in 
tbe institution. 

Cist TV., similar to the above, was in the ward at the 
same tim& This was a young married man, a laborer by 
oocnpaiion, who received an injury to the Iwnbar vertebne, 
b; BttemptJog, with others, to raise a huge block of stone, 
b; means of a crow-bar used as a lever. This accident re- 
sulted in cuies with somo^though not very decided, symp- 
toms of spinal meningitis. He also had tubercles in his lungs, 
and was of a stmnioas habit. By means of counter-irrita- 
tion to the affected part, supporting treatment with cod-liver 
oil, and the prone poalion in bed, he improred in a short 
tima time sufficiently well to be able to go to the coun- 
try. 

SuooBSSPiTL Opibatioh roti Vkico-Taodial Fsttula. 
Mrs. G , a young married lady, was admitted to a 

Krivate ward m July last, under the care of Dr. T. C. Finnell. 
our years previoiuly, dler a protracted labor of four days' 
dnratimi, she was delivered of a large dead child. Slough- 
ing of the anterior wall of the vagina and tbe contiguous 
part of the bladder, was the consequence, followed by tbe 
nsoal distressing ^mptoms, and with constriction of the 
vagina after cicatriEatton. The opening was about two 
inSies above the meatus, with ^e shape of a transverae 
donble convex slit, and Urge enough ^ admit two fingers 
of moderate rize. Some time previous to tbe regular ope- 
' ration, preliminary atepe had b^n taken in order to restore 
the vagma to its former dimensions, curtailed by the cica- 
trix. When this bad been effected, the more important 
part of the operation was commenced. Ether was adminis- 
tered, and when ana^stheda was prodoced, the patient was 
placed on her knees, with the upper part of the body rest- 
ing on the crossed arms which supported the head, while 
two aasistenta, by means of a folded sheet placed under her 
belly and chest, kept the patient from sinkmg down, other- 
wise. Another assistant kept the vagina dilated, while the* 
Doctor proceeded to pare the edges of tbe fistula. When 
this was effected, three sutures were inserted, tbe clunpe 
^iplied, and the ends of the wires twisted ; this approxi- 
mated the lips of the fissure accurately. The canula was 
then inserted in the urethra; this was kept in situ for three 
days, when it had to be removed, owing to the unpleasant 
imtatjon produced. Afler'tbis, she was U)1e to retain water 
for six hours together, and no untoward symptom occurred. 
On the 15th day after the operation, the apparatus was re- 
moved, and, thoagh a alight ledt was ^pnAended, the fis- 
tula was found, after several days observation, to have been 
closed completely. 



PENNSYLVANIA HOSPITAL. 
ISerrlae nf Dr. Huranoua.] 

CimpoundlhKttire. — ^A man hadjust been admitted with 

a compound fracture of both bones of the forearm, caosed 
by his hand being cau^t in some madiineiy. The edges 
of the lacerated wound were drawn together by the leaden 
sutures, the arm placed on a Bond's splint, the wound 
covered with the lead water and belladonna, and the whole 
maintained in an inclined plane, to permit irrigation by • 
constant stream of cold water. 

Siralrismu*. — Dr. H. then operated on both eyes of a little 
boy with strabismus. Ether was given to keep him quiet, 
the conjunctiva and orbicular fascia divided by means of the 
euasors, the tendon of the internal obliqae hMrimi up and 
divided. Afler this the eyas were put at rest by cun^ 
them with the iaing glass plaster. 

Operation /or Varkote Tem. — Dr. H. neit introduced 
a man with varicose veins on the right leg. These oficn 
ulcerated, and interfered with his means of getting a liveli- 
hood. A bandage was then boond tighdy around the 1^, 
above the knee, while the patient rMuained standings Nid 

the operator introduced a silver wire, y — '■ — -' ' '■- 

the internal saphcua vein. Two of tbes 
the second one unintcntionalty transfixi 
bled freely, but was readily controlled "t 
leadm button was then placed on the vein 
through it) and damped over shot. By tl 
form compression is kept up, and the von obhtwated. Two 
veins were thus compressed by two buttons, and the limb 
supported by the application of the soap plaster and a ban- 
dage. Dr. H. remarked that he had employed this, the 
method of Bozeman, but preferred the use of the Vienna 




LONG ISLAND COLLEGE HOSPITAL. 
RtnTDBt OP THi Liver — ^Diath frdh tbk Bboox' 



[Baported b; Bvrra K Bmwki, U.D., Boildeiit Sarfaon.] 

Pat. CarrolL bL 19, admitted under the care of FBoraafOK 
Hajuitoh, July 2d, 1660. A few minutes before entrance 
he had been struck over the right hypochondriac region by 
whiffielree. He was driving a team attached to a heavy 
load, when one of the tiaoae bn^e and tbe corre s pondhig 
end of the whiffletree strack him with great force. On 
examination we found mi atMraaion of the skin jaat below 
the ribs of the right side, aad extending ecrocB the body 
about four inches. The patient was pale, his pulse small 
and fl-equent; skin cool, vomited frequently and was unable 
to expel his urine : the abdomen was tender at the point 
of injury, pain s%ht. Dr. Euntlton diagnoMieaRd rap- 
tors of the liver, and entreeeed hia o(»ivietion that d«^ 
would ensue. Warm fomentations were appUed to the 
abdomen; a catheter was introduced ; and ho was directed 
to take pills of opium if the pain increased. Gradually the 
tenderness was difiiised over the triiole abdomen, tnit it 
was never oonstderable except at the point of injury. It is 
not certain wbeUwr the inability to expel the urme, wbieh 
liated oBtil death, was dne to tbe peritenitia or to tbe 
shock — the same phenomena being often observed in idio- 
pathic peritonitis. His death took plaoe twelve hours 
after the injury. 

Autopty, Iw^ve Ao«r» aJUr dta&. — The anterior margfa) 
of the right lobe of the liver was rupuired to tbe extent of 
about toot indws in a bransverse direction, and BMre or less 
m a vertical direction. Tbe abdomen contained a large 
mass of grumous Wood, with very little coagulable lymph 
and serum. 
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RATIONAL UEDICINE. 
Mkmoii. acicDee and Hedickl practioe have «ver been aller- 
□•tely the themee of ei&lted pan^jric Kid unwHranted 
critioiBiD. While Pkto uttora his profonod oonTiclMns that 
a tnie phjncua a Mcond only to Deity, aad gravelj de- 
dans tliat medicd coDDsela are eMential to the welfue of 
the eonmiuiiitj aod the state, Cato, — in hk ignonnce and 
oonoeit — vabemeDtlj and bliodlj denounces both medical 
philoaophj and phjaiciaQa. And in llieae latter daja, when 
aaovraoj in dkgnoMs and pathology faas beoome the chief 
gloty of Daodam madidne, then are not wanting, among 
the learned and the unlearned alike, those vho aStet to 
deride the progreae and the applicationi of medioal know- 
ledge, notwithatandii^ its imprOTementa and tlie greatiy 
increMed oertaintiea of the healisg art. On the one hand, 
a dM9 q£ tamotittd eridca declare that medkine mtwt be 
regarded ae a "withered branoh of adenoe," noleea it affirm 
sod demoaatrate ita progreesive atepa with mathematical 
and aximnatic anunuice; and, on the other battd, there are, 
in GuhirOaaUe eodety, mnllitudM of peoi^o who prefer the 
glimmering fantaaiea and folliea of Hahnemaim lo the oar- 
taindea and the inteUigent mioiatratioDs of true medical 
wuence. Ajid not least amoOf the influences that serve to 
dispan^ medical art, and encourage irrational practice, may 
be mentioned — extrsme atatemmta of medical opinion — 
statement* usually based upon miainterpreled obeerTat4ona 
and uosouod ]ofpc. But in all departmenta of progreasive 
philosophy it is obserred that ooadieling opinions and ei- 
trmieB of departure from philosophical accuracy and truth 
always constitute the " counter<un«n(«" of scientific pro- 
grees; while by a sort of rtduelia ad abmrdum, or by an 
experimmtum ervat process — which such errors and depar- 
tures from a true philosophy are ever repeating — those 
very en«ra and epieodw in (he pr«greea of medical know- 
ledge indtreoUy and oontmaaUy eerve to eMaUieh the irw* 
Slid abate the/»fce m science and in practice. 

Not physicians only, but dodon in every department 
or human philosophy, are prone to " disagree." The man- 
ner and the subject of such disagreement, howerer, sliould 
be both aUBtUr of taste and of principle; but Uiis point if 
too gmierally disregarded in the eager puTBoit of pereonal 
distdoction and the prowess of a triumph. lu the prepress 
of knowledge, collisions of opinion and errors of judgment 
ale inevitable; and in no department of learning are such 
errote and ootlisions more Uable to ooeor than in medidne 
— a Mienae dependant mainly apon obeerrMioB and i&- 
diicti<», and requiring for ita fbH coDi^irritennon and beet 
service, the highest powers and widest scope of the human 
mind. Errors of obscrvatjon, and defective or faulty in- 
duction, have, in all agea, originated the most obstinate 
bllaoies in medical t^iiloeophy and practice. But do such 
fallades are incurable ; corTCcted obswvations, enlarged re- 
search, logical induction, and varied provings, wilt always 
bring the physician back to the path of sound philosophy 
and rational practice. 



The careful obeervatioo of Nature's processes in dieeftse 
and in health enabled the great Coao Father of Uedicine to 
lay a sura foundation for medical phikisoptay. He was the 
firat great teacher of RMional Uedicine, and as the advo- 
cates of rational phUcaopby in the healing art at the preaeot 
day have adi^tted some of the ooncliisions of that auci^it 
fiither, it were well they should also adopt more of his 
philosophical and careful babita of induction and slateinenL 
He inoulcated his doctrineB, not by di^Miaging or denovno- 
ing the labon and ofnnioiiB of other men, but hy plainly 
interpreting natare's wo^ and modestly pointing ont the 
indioationfl of true philosophy and ap enlightened experiences 
While refuting the peculiar errors of the Cmdean dootrinee, 
Hippocrates carefully mentions all that is true and practical 
in them, tnd then simply declares that " (he autlKMs of the 
Cnidean senteoees very aocnralely described what symptoms 
the sick experience in every disease ;" and, alter admitting 
that those recluse philosophers learnedly treated of the re- 
medies applicable (o each complaint, he proceeds to show 
that thej not only moltiplied the namee and^ieoies of dis- 
ease by the number and variety itf their eymptoma, but, 
worst of all, they wholly neglected the subject of regimen, 
and the study of Nature's indications. And then, without 
even suggesting the propriety or the consequences of cast- 
ing the whole maleria tnrdiea into the sea, he assumes the 
dignity of a great Teacher, and impreemvely says : — " I ^»- 
prove of paging attmtion to mwyftmjr relating to At art, and 
that those things which can be done toeB or properly should 
be done properly ; such as can be quicJilg done sAouU he 
done gaiMg ; such as can be neatlj done should be dcHW 

neatiy But I would more eq>ecially oommcod the 

physician who, in aeuie dutaaei, by which the bulk of man- 
kind are cut off) eonduet* IA0 Irtatrntnt belter than alttert.'^ 

Certain recent publications of living authors, and the 
discussions awakened by them, have reminded us of tbeae 
aayingB of the ancient fathers, though the modem and the 
ancient teachers of Rational Uedicine differ widely in their 
modas of instruction. Nature and Art in the process and 
cure of Disease, as recently expounded by Sir John Forbes, 
and Dr. Jacob Bigelow, have had their respective dums 
held up to a searching review ; wid, a few weeks nnce, in 
the Asclepion of the American Athens, a poel-physidan 
ventured to discourse upon the "Currents and Counter Cur- 
rents in Uedical Science;" and so faoetjously, boldly, aod 
invidioualy, did that chosen Apdlo of the Mienchtwetts 
State Medical Sode^ compare the relative merits of the 
Hippocratic and tiie Themlsonic modes of practice, that he, 
whose qiarkling wit was wont to exdic only the meet frar 
temal feelings, now — not only aroused his associates to oeo- 
sure and alarrn— but hag raised about hia own ears the cry 
of heresy in medidne. 

Had the drag stores of Milk Street and Bowdoin Square 
fallen to the ground, or been wrapped in conflagration 
during the last two montba, the unfortunate orator of the 
Maasacjiuaetta Uedical Bodety might have bred worae than 
the Coin philoBOsopher, when the library of the Cnidean 
Temple was burned, for he has exdted a controversy more 
vehement than that which existed between the Cnideans 
and the Coans. But the Harvard professor and poet yet sur- 
vives,- and the Drug trade still flourishes in Boston and else- 

It was easy to say- just what Dr. Holmes said ojktmvdy, 
in his recent oration ; but with the license pardonable in the 
poel-phjsician and "Autocrat of the Breakfast Table," it 
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really appears nnneoeaaaiy that even the botdeet sallies of 
hia wit, or the most extraraguit suggegtions he conld utt«r, 
should, in anywise perturb the even tenor and the pn^res- 
sire ^irit of the Medical mind in these United States. We 
confess that we have perused this production of Dr. Hohnee 
with the same ffeeKngs and the same conTJctions we had 
while reading the litlle brochuTM of Sit John Forbes and the 
Tenerable Dr. Bigelow, on Nature and Art in Disease. Such 
writings properly mUrprrted, will do no harm, aod, among 
certain daseea, thej should do mndi good. Tet we c«nnot 
BToid the conviction that, among those practical men who 
attend to moat of the sickness which req^ret medicine, auch 
no6a of instruction as Dr. Holmes has adopted, will tend, 
like naoj of the hasty anQMueeansntB of medioal Iheonets, 
merely to conBnn such praetilaoners in the imfortiuiat« 
conchnton that — 

xotfaeis ftiilies teach ns not. 

Nor modi their wisdom toadies ; 

And moat of sterling worth is what 

Our Dim axptrUtut preaches." 

Dr. Holmes's address contains some passages that cer- 
tainly deserve the criticism they have received, but we will 
here only note the spirit and indications irf audi produc- 
tions with reference to the present atatug and prt^ress of 
medical knowledge and rational practice. Our Boston bre- 
thren certainly witness a good coafesaon when they testify, 
thkt common sense and common honest^ in the practice of 
medicine, are followed by good reeulls. But why defy 
Nature, when God has exalted Reason I Our medicid creed 
permits the use of material agents, in any quantity and at 
any time, directed by reason and experience, to aid or to 
control the processes of disease. And this, too, is rational 
medicine and sound doctrine- 

The gifted HueBand long ago 8«d, that " there has always 
been a ' true ohnrch ' in Medicine ;" and the history of the 
profesaon, from the earliest Matorical ages, illustrates the 
significance and truth of that remark. The futhfiil wor- 
shippers in its temples do not worship false gods which 
their own hands have set up, nor have its ministers led their 
followerB away from Nature and the truth. Hippocrates, 
Galen, Celaus, Boerhoave, Haller, Sydenham, Huxam, 
Blane, Jenner, and all the recognised hghts in the history 
of the healing art, have inculcated the same true and fundu- 
meotal philosophy of medicine. They all taught tliat the 
physician should Srst observe and study Nature's processes 
and indicaljons in healdi and disease. One by one, in a 
brilliant sucoeesion of names consecrated to medical pro- 
progress, the true successors of those hthers have helped to 
lay <^)en the more occult causes and conaequeaoes of dis- 
eaae ; aod alt these eontribators to medical science hare 
been ftithful students of Nature,— while with miwoseope 
aod alembic thcj have sought a rational and more definite 
interpretatjoo of those phenomena which the fothers were 
unable to solve. The sdence of medicine does not consist 
io mere alixipharmic knowledge and tiie nomenclature of 
diMMea and (heir symptoms. As has been tersely Btat«d 
by Hippocrates " It is the business of the physician to 
^tow, in the first [Jaoe, things omilar and things dissimi- 
lar ; which are to be perceived by the Mgfat, aod the touch, 
aod the hearing, and the ooee, and the tongue, and the 
umderslanding." It is the glory of true medical phUosoph; 
that it tnveraes Ihe whole field of Nature, and fi^y aub- 



adiies to its beneficent purposes every natural element and 
every proper appliance of science and art. It has been thus 
in all ages. And if, at the present day, it is the sphit of 
•ledical philosophy to posh boldly forward, and f^essly 
to enunciate its pn^Msitions and dlsooreriee, let it be re- 
meml)ered that " it is a great part of the art to judge pro- 
perly of that which kw been iBritten." Sydenham, Harvey, 
Jenner, and Laemiec, homMy bwlt upon foundations that 
their predecassora had bid, while they acted •■ the great 
inter|H«teis and ministen of Nature. And, like ad true 
phyriciaas who hare preoeded them, die prt^reaMve noads 
of our profession at the present day are conthimUy 
adding enduriag stones to the Tempie at Rational Medi- 
cfaM. 

We have before us an oration on the Poaition and Pro> 
speols of Rational Medirane, reoently delivered before the 
memben of the Uunterian Society, by Dr. Wan), of the 
Droadnooght Hospital. And we are pleased to notioe how 
ratjonally that gentleman has treated and iMostrated his 
theme. On another page we have given his very sen^bie 
obeemitions on the natural history and the rational treats 
ment of typhoid fever (see page 129). Bat after aD tiiat 
has been written upon Nature in Disease, it manifestiy ap- 
pears that the lessons so eamestiy taught by Sir John 
Forbes, and Drs: Bigelow, Ward, and Holmes, do not actu- 
tltj eoQvey Miy n«w (rathe or pn^toond any dootiines that 
have not been inoorporatad in the acknowiedgvd creed of 
" tbetrue church in medicine " for the last two thoosand 
years; and, in some respects, wa confess that the ancient 
w« more instmotive aod classical than these recent prelec- 
tions upon the great fhndaraentid doctrines, now iarvir 
diooaly distingiuBhed as the principlae of Rational Medi- 

We have been wont to oonaider that aD praotied philo- 
sophy in medicine is rational and true. And as we eon- 
temjjate the iduraetw and labors of the " represeotatiTe 
HMD " in our profession, who have enw beea at OBoe tiie' 
ministere of Nature and the eonacieiitiaDS aattrrMors and 
ministers of art in the practice of metSoDe, we diseover the 
surest remedy fbr those v«n coooeits and errors in philoso- 
phy and practioe wlueh produce the " ooun(«irKiarreBls " in 
medical sajenoe and prw^ics. Ration^ Medicine will be 
triymphantly asoeodeBt when every physieian at the end 
of his career can say, with old Oerimon, — 

" I held it ever, 
Virtue and Icnowledge were endowments greater 
Than great nobility and richea." 

And both "Nature-trusting" and the Natnre-gniding 
physicians might profitably listen as (hat ideal confeenon of 
an honest medical Ufe, sketches the physician's rdatioa to . 
Nature and art in the cure c^ lUsease : — 

"Have studied phraic, throu^ which oeble art, 

By Cwni^ o'er aulhoritia^ I have 

(Tnyitlinr with a^ pr astia c ) giade famttiar 

To EBB and to mv a* ^ t b n blm'd infn aio as 

That dwell in vegetives, tn metals, stoaee ; 

And I can apeak of Ote iularbancet 

Thai Saitre worlce, mid of ft<r atrea ; whlcb gi»c« me 

A mor«<'COiit03t in course of true delight 

Than to be thirsty after tottering honour, 

Or tie mj pleasure up in silken bags. 



To please the fool and death." 
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drAnmoB of DiaeaM aod of Health ue strongly re«»n- 
mtoded to the attoBtioB of politick economiata and morak 
nSmaen bf Flof^wa NighliDgale, in * letter to the Sari 
of Shaitabary, read before (he lolemational Statistjcal 
OoDgnee laat month. Her euggeetjona are worthy of uni' 
renal attention. 6be eaya, — "There must be a large 
amount of atatiatical information, bearing on the prerentian 
of ilirram, in poaaeeaon (^ the govenunetite of diEhnnt 
oauntaien^ and il vonld be of great importanoe at the next 
meeting of thia congreOB, if each delegate woold include in 
an; report to be preaented, any marked examfdee of dimi- 
nution of mortality and disease, together with the saTiag 
of ooel consequent on the canying of aenittry improTe- 
menta in towsa, in dwellings of the laboring claaeet^ in 
sdiotdH, in hoe^HlAla, and in aimiea. Aa for eumple, it 
is atAt«d to be a lact demonatnted by slati«tJca that in im- 
prored dwdlings the mortality haa fallen, in cotain casea, 
irom 25 and 24 lo 14 par ItXK), and that in " common 
lodgii^houaee," which have been hot boda of epidemica, 
Rich dieeaaea hare almost disappeared as heads of stAtietics 
through the adoption of sanitary measures." 

" It is also stated that in the British army large bodies of 
men, living under certain improved sanitary oonditions, 
bwe preaeniad a daath-rate about one-third only of what 
the army has aofEered in paat years." 

Uiss Ni^tingale Mks that aucfa SlatJatics of Eeallfa -may 
be oaie&lly collated and compared with the ordinary «ta- 
tiatice of mortality. We trust that the International Oon- 
greM did not adjourn without heeding the suggcstiraL The 
great practical value of aanitary statjetka, and the reootds 
of disease, render it desirable that such statistica should be 
pablidy reoorded wherever and wfaenevo* oppcatunities 
are found. A noble example of Toluntary labms for this 
olyect is now seen in the State of New Ycrk, under the 
direction of the Stale Medical Socie^ ; end the fint great 
oontaibuliAn — bom the Ute distmguisbad prasidenl of the 
society — Dn BrioMaade of Troy, is wcnihj of general imi- 
talion by medical praotitioneis. But in additicm to reoorda 
of disease it is deairable to secure aoourate Hatistica <^ 
health, in oonnexion with improved otuiditioiia of domioi^ 
liary and external hygiene; theimproTsaaentof workshops, 
schoolrooms, regulated hours of labor ■»- study ; improve- 
ments in diet and ii 



A siHanLiR case of mal-practice on an infimt is reported in 
this city. The coroner's inquest elicited the fdlowing 
facte: 

Robt. Foster, the father of deceased, testiGed that he re- 
•sided at No. 159 East Eleventh street, and that the babe 
was bom on the lat insL; Dr. Suriie, of Qrand street, was 
the attending physician, but subsequently Dr. Allen came 
to his house and stated that in the absence of Dr. Burke 



him that Uie mlant was laboring under an attat^ s^ dia^ 

e it failed to 



rhoe^ when he wrote s prescnption of powders, o 
which was to be g^ven ■ ■. - -. 



t uigh^ and in 
aStrd relief^ another was to be administered 
the prescription was made up at Dr. Powell's drug 
avenoe A., bnt the clerk remarked that it was too strong a 
dose for a child, two grains of opium forming a part of it; 
be told the clerk not to make it so strong, when the [alter 
replied it was not his bosinees bnt that of the doctor who 



wrote the preacription. On taking the medicine home, only 
one-half ot one of the powders was given to the child, and 
fifteen minutes lAer it had been administered the infant 
was thrown into convulgions in which it continued in inter- 
vals until one o'clock the neit afternoon, when death re- 
sulted Prior to the death of the child, Dr. Allen had been 
called in. when the doctor remarked that the child bad been 
ptnsoned, and that wrong medicine had been ^ven it, add- 
ing, that either he or the dru^iat had made a mistake; the 
prescription shown wss the one that he wrote, and the me- 
dicine that which he procured from the druggist; he did not 
believe that the child swallowed more than one-half of the 
powder that was given it 

He phyucian, Dr. Maodohaui Allbk, testified as M- 
lows: — 

" I reside at No. 447 Grand street, and am a ^^nctaa; I 
called to see Mrs. Fostsr at tke recraest of Dr. Borte, wfao 
had charge of her previously; on Monday I prescribed the 
prescription riiown, and the next day I was called by Mr. 
Foster, wlio stated that the ehikl was in oonrulsions; I 
went home with him, when he remarked that the druggist 
who had made up the prescription had said it was very 
Bboog for an infant; I prescribed two grains of opinm in 
four powders ; I did not intend to give o^ium at all, but in- 
tended to give rhubarb ; I have baa considerable ti«oble of 
late in myluuily, and my mind was somewhat discomposed 
inconsequence; I had an adultratientsuffering from dysen- 
tery, and I must have been thinking of the medicine for 
bim when I preseribed fbr the child; the doee would have 
been proper for an adult." 

The druggist who put up the prescription, testified : — 

" I reside at No. 163 avenue A, and am en^loyed in Dr. 
Powell's drug store at that place ; I have been three yean 
in the business and have attended, two courses of lectures 
at the Thirteenth street Medical College ; I put up the pre- 
scription shown, but supposed, aa it was intended for a 
child, that it would have been subdivided into miaUer 
powdere." 

The jury returned the following verdict: — 

"That deceased came to his deaUi from couTulaionB 
produced by an over-doae of opium, administered by Dr. 
Maodonald Allen. The jury believe the physician waa 
guilty of gross earelessneas, and we further censure the 
druggist for not warning the father of the danger <^ ad- 
ministering so large a dose of opium to so young a 
child," 

Afler the rendering of the verdict Coroner Gamble an- 
nounced that he should hold Dr. ADen in the sum of $600 
to answer before the Grand Jury. The doctor was then 
examined in the prescribed manner. Be stated that he 
was a native of Scotland, 26 years of age, and a physician 
by occupation. In relation to the diarge against him ho 

"My mind was Tery much troubled when I ordered the 
medicine. Although I very much regret baring adminia- 
tared opium instead of rhubarb, I do not thmk that the 
death oi the child was occasioned by the nnnm it took on 
aooount of the small quantity it swallowed and the length 
of time (sixteen hours) that elapsed before it died, llie 
.mother states that only one-third of a povrder was siven 
which reduces the dose to one-^th of^ a grain, ana the 
father states that one hidf of that quantity wae lost in ad- 
ministering it." 

The doctor subsequently obtained bail and was released 
from custody. 

The censures of the jury in this case were merited, itora 
culpable carelessnera in aphywcian than that acknowledged 
by Dr. Allen can scarcely be conceived, and yet grave mis- 
takes do ocoosionalty occur with the best practitioners. Itf 
su(^ insUmces the druggist haa a plaiu duty to perform 
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which, if he neglecto, ehoold reader him pmHegp* 
The plea that it is "not bia buMness, but that of the doctor 
who wrote the prescription," ihould be held ta T»lid aa if 
he had witnessed a moi^r with folded hands. The foUow 
ing jodicioufl viewa of an emiDent pbarmaceulisl, Samusl 
U. CoLCOBD, of Boston, on the relations of the ^othecary 
to th« phTBidm and patient are saoh as goyem the beat 
dasB druggists: — 

"Our finrt daty, as conMientioiiB [diannaoentista, ia to 
have a thorough knowledge of our profeeaion ; then, m oc- 
cupying an important position, and as co^abwere in the 
benefita to be derired from medical adence, our duty is 
dearly to protect the pnbhc, and do the best that can be 
done for our customers who confide in na, in our depart- 
metit. Etpully with the phyncian in bia, I \kAA that we 
hav* no r^t to jeopanlise tie health or life of the patient 
by any doubtful intarpretation of a preacription, or eren 
pnt up a dangeroas presoriptkni ooireetly written when we 
ve anre that we know Hm dangerous cmneqaeDcea better 
tban the {H«acriber." 

Bt a deciaioD of the Superior Court, Leonard 3^ it was 
Isat week decided that the Uarine Hoefntal, as a State in- 
stitation, haa not been aboU^ed by the aubatitntion of boat- 
ing HoBpitala for the nek with yellow fever and cholera, 
and the transfer of Other diaenGea to the various inatitutions 
on the islands of the East River. Upon this dedsoa the 
Judge ordered a peremptory twnulanuu to be issued for the 
payment of Dr. Jerome's claim for salary a* chief phyaiciaa 
under State appointmentL Though the Marine Hospital is 
cooftructively and actually abolished as a hospital eatabliah- 
meot, aU the sick being elsewhere provided for, this litiga- 
gation illustrates the imperfeotions of New York le^ebtiui 
relating to quarantine. Whatever may be thought d* the 
decision, it is certain that the five thousand dollars which 
it brings to Dr. Jerome but poorly frepayBhiatweWemontha 
abeeoce from a lucrative country practice. 
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Tbamuctkhib or m Qamweviu. Soomr or Lonhoii. 
YoL I, for the year 1869: t<^ther with a report of the 
Inaugural {Meeting of the Society, a list of OflScen^ 
Fellowa, eto. London : Longman, Green, Longman, & 
Boberta 1860. pp. 347. 
Tbs fonnding of the Obstetrical Sodety of London, as 
we leam from tiie prooeedinga of the inaugural meeting, 
held Dec. 16, 1S58, met with strong opposition ; but what- 
ever the nature of the arguments raised agunet it, the present 
Tohuae of lYansaotions — the standard by which its neces- 
sity and uaefulneM are hn«after tobe-deeided, iasuffioient 
Tin^cation of the wisdom of its pntjeotoTs, The T^ome 
contains forty-one patera on subjects rehting to obstetrics, 
and the diseases of women and children. Many of theae 
papers are of great interest, and will have a decided effect 
upon practical obstetrics. We may instance No. II. in the. 
cdlection, "On the Abolition of Craniotomy from Obete- 
tric Practice in all cases where the Fratua is living and 
viable," by Dr. Ttlkh Smrn; No. XI. "Some recent Oases 
(fourteen) illustrating the Physiology and Treatment of 
PlaoenU Previa," by Dr. &obut Sauob ; Ko. XIZ, " The 
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more frequent tfae of the Forceps, as a means of lessening 
both Maternal and Fmtal Mortality," by Mr. Philq) H. 
Harper; No. XXIX. "On the Hydatidifonn or Tewcular 
Mole, its Nature and Mode of Origin," by Dr. aaan-r 
Hbwiit. Many very interesting cases are reported ia detail 
with practical remarks by the authors. The volume h 
beaatjiblly illustrated. The annnal sobaEription to tlds 
Sode^ is One Ouinea, whidi entitles the member to a 
copy of the Transactions. 

Am EsaiT ow HenuiA. By Jamks Betas, A.M., StD., Pro- 
fessor of Anatomy in the New York Medical College. 
Philadelphia: 1860. Quarto, pp. 14. 
Tma Eaesy ia published in quarto form, only for subacribeni 
The design of the author is stated in the preface to be to 
produce a work in the best style of art, under the impres- 
sion, "that an American production, with illustrations 
drawn from every-day practice^ on a subject of so much 
importance, and of so oommon occurrence in the esperience 
of the practitioner as Hernia, might be acceptable to the 
itvdeni and jmaor pracHtumar." The lithograph which ac- 
companies the Essay is a fur illustration, and the text is a 
simple description of hernia. 



Tbz Lommhc Mbdkul Bsvibw. MiHilhly. No. IL July, 
1660. London: H. BmUi^m, 319 BegentSt N«w 
ToT^: BaiBi^ Brothers, 440 Broadway. Sro. pp.51 
Tac appearance of anotiier well-printed, and ably edited 
review, as a candidate for medical ftvor in the British me* 
tropolis is an event mgnificant of the pngnm of medical 
journalism, if not of sdentiQc medidne. The first number 
of the London Mtdieal Seview was issaed on thelst of July, 
and it is hereafter to be published monthly. Vioai the ' 
toief preface we gather that this ia not to be altogether a 
review, but will have many of the characters of a general 
periodical The present ntnnber contaiiu four original arti- 
cles; five review artides; a report from the Middlesex 
Hospital ; a report upon the progress of chemical science in 
cotmexion with medidne, etc., etc From the character tf 
the artides in this inHiBl number, and the names asrodated 
with them, we may safely predict that this review is to 
take an important place among British periodicals. 

CcBA FOR IirvALnie. By B. W. Qibbcs, M.D., Oolumbia, 
S. C. New York : W. A. Townsend & Co. 18G0. 
pp.214. 
Tm author of this little woHc, the editor of the State p^er 
of South Carotina, and the Registrar trf* that State, has given 
an account of hia travels in Oiba in search cf health. He 
first visited Havana, but finding the ur unsuited to him he 
BubsequenUy visited Trinidad de Cuba. The frlimatp of 
this place ia strongly lecommanded by Dr. Qibbea for per- 
sons)AriDgfromhuigadieMioD& HegiTel,onpag«57, ttie 
monthly range of the thermometer for the 3rear, die maxi- 
mum being 92° in July and August, and the minimum 56° 
in January ; mean heat of thirteen years, 80.1. The work 
abounds with descriptions of sceikery, observalioDB iq»OB 
the hatuts and mannwH of the people, and fitcts and figures 
iDustrative of the agricultural and commercial interests of 
Cuba. It wfll prove a valuable guide to travellers, imd 
eqiecially invalids who seek a temporary residence in Cuba. 
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PRACTICAL MEDICINE AND TnERAPEUTICS. 

j^mpjomt o/I^/lammnlirn m tkefart of A» OordfivrnvMeh 
original ihtNerMt of tfte Lower &tnmitia, BtBb.Bbown- 
Skquasd. (Lancet, Julj 14, 1860.)— The characteriadc 



pain exUU In & verj marked degree or not, it i« ainioat al- 
•w»,ja found that pressure upon the spiDoug process of the 
Tertebne {gometimeB even a B'ight one), when made at llie 
■ paio. 3rd. 
1^1 along the 
ae, gives a normal sensation of heat in sU the pnrtB above 
(ne seat of the inflammation, but a burning sensation at ita 
upper limit 4th. The passage of a small lump of ice along 
the ipiae givea liie natural sensation of cold eveiywhere, 
oscept at (jbe level eS the inflammation, where the sensation 
ia that of burning. Sth. Uoet patients oomplain much of a 
aeosation as if there were a cord, or some other ligature, 
tied round the body, at the limit of the parilfiiis. In a few 

KtMDts there is bat a verj slight sensation of that kind. 
lis symptom seems to exist in all cases of myelhis, and to 
depend chiefly, but not enUrely, upran a state of cramp of 
some part of Uie muscles of the abdomen or the chest 6th. 
Various sensations, resembling -very much those which foU 
low the prsMore upon a Kerte, such as tbrmication, pricking 
by pins and needles, and sometimes a feeling of burning 



if not with greater, violence, in parts deprived of sensibility^ 
■a in parts which are still sensitive. They originate from 
the irritatioa of the grev matter of the spinal cord, and are 
T^errtd to the limbs ana abdomen, just as the pressure upon 
a nerre producer sensations in ita ramifications. They are 
important indications of mvelitis. 7th. Cramps in the feet 
or calf of the legs are very frequent There are more or less 
of them in every patient Frequently there are cramps also 
in the Urge abdooiinal muscles, besides the circular and 
linear cramp that gives the above-mentioned feeling of 
tightening. A cramp limited to a part of one or several 
■bdominal muscles may remain almost pennanentJy for doya 
ohd weeks, forming a kind of lump, whidi may be mistaken 
for a tumor. 8th. Whether myelitis exists only in a small 
zone of the spinal cord, or oocupiM the whole of the dorso- 
lumbar enlatgement, the paralysis of movement exists in 
all the parts of the body that receive their nerves from the 
portions of the spinal cord that are below tlie upper level 
of the inflammation. The degree of paralysis varies ex- 
tremely in different patients, but it is nearlv the same in the 
various musclus of tlie lower limbs in the same patient 
9th. Paralysis of the bladder and of the sphincter ani is al- 
most always present in inflammation of the lower part of 
the dorsal region of the spinal cord; but when the seat of 
the in&ammation is higher up in tlie dorsal region, there is 
rather a spasm llian a pamlysia in the i^hiticters of the blad- 
der and anus. Often then there is retention of urine, owing 
to the paralysis of the bladder while the sphincter vesicse is 
Riore or lew in a spasmodic ttate. 10th. One of the most 
deciaiva aymptoms of tnyelitis ia the alkalinity of the urioe. 
There ia no patient attacked with myelitis in the dorsal 
re^on of the cord whose urine is not fi^uently alkaline. 
At tjmeg, especially after certain kinds of food, the urfne is 
■cid, but the alkalmity soon reaj^pears. 11th. Aaoestheaia, 
at at leut a dimiDution of sensibility, always exists in niye- 
litia, except when the grey matter is not the seat of the 
disease, which ia very rare. Usually, the inflammation be- 
gins in the centralparls of the grey matter, and then a di- 
minution of senubility is one of^the first symptoms. That 
peculiar kiad tX sensibiljty of muKtes which serves to direct 



our movements is eqiedally impaired in the veiy begituung. 
12lh. When the doreo-lumbar enlai^ment is loflsmed. re- 
flex movementa con hardly be exdted in the lower limba, 
and frequently it is impossible to excite any. On llie cw- 
trary, energetic reflex movements can always be cidted 
whan the disease is in the middle ot the duiul regiOD, « 

higher uDh 

hdide <ifIron. "B^ Dr. Coluh. (Mtd. Tkaa md GtaOk, 
June 16, 1860.) This substance was first iutroduced Inla 
practice by Dupasquier, of Lyons, and has giined comi- 
derable repute. Dr. C. had enplc^ed it with good rcNJii 
in the ganeral atruma of children, phthisis, and dmiac 
pneumonia, and now proposes to test its virtues id lia 
treatment of oonsumption. The twentf-Qve cases hub 
which it was tried were not selected, but taken just m Ibtj 
arrived, at the Consumption HoSfatal, those ou^ bong ts- 
oluded which were either at too advanced a stage to admit 
of any remedial treatment, or which h^^tened to be libor 
ing under some inflammatory, or important coni^eiliaa. 
The iodide was administered in the form of toe tpa- 
pus ferri iodidi mixed with wal^, in doaea of a dndun, 
twice, and sometimes three times a day. It wm cootioMd, 
according to its effects, for various periods; tl>e Aurua 
being one mrntb, and the longest three months. Of die 
twenty-Gve patients, eleven were males and foolKD 
females; their ages varied &om eighteen to forty jen 
Eight were in the first stage of the disease ; three wer« in 
the second stage; Mid fourteen [n-eeented positive evideue 
of pulmonary cavities. In ten cases there was gmt in- 
provement; in four moderate improvement ; andmeletni 
no improvement. Id analyaing these results, it vis found 
that of the t«n greatly improT^ four were in the first Btan 
of the disease, and six in uie third. Of the four modentdj 
improved, one was in the first stage, one in the seWPitd,tDd 
two in the third. Of the fourteen in wbom no improce- 
meut was noticeable, three were in the first stage, tiro k 
the second, and nine in the third. Three cases olTiniproTe. 
ment were very decidedly marked ; two of these P*■'™l^ 
whose disease was only m the first stage, left the EiMfim 
with their pulmonaiy afiection quiescent, and appareinlf 
restored to health, calling themselves, indeed, 'quite w«0;' 
and the other, although more advanced and in the third 
stage of phthisis, was marvellously improved, and abk to 
resume his occupation. In two cases luemoptygie came on 
during the administration of the iodide, and in two the 
iodide was discontinued on account of headadie and dj>- 
pepsia. The spitting of blood probably was in no w«J 
attributable to its use, tuemoptyns having occurred pre- 
viously in the same patients; but the other sjrnplMiH, 
having ceased or diminished with a change of medidoe, 
might perhaps fairly be referred Ui its employment Except 
in these instances, the iodide of iron appeared U> agieeTcrj 
well with the patients, several or whom improved verj 
much in appetite and strength. Three of the patieole in 
whom there had been no improvement aflerwaids derived 
benefit from other medidnes. In eight of the cases, ooir 
liver oil was occasionally taken in combination with (be 
iodide ; one-half of these wwe found to belong to the dt* 
of improved, the other half to that of not improved. Of 
the fourteen improved cases ten gained in weight, suneof 
them very considerably, three remained »n itatit qv», snJ 
one lost two pounds while under t]«atment The ini|MOTe- 
meiit,lMnveveT, wasnot aiw»ysiD|u:oportionU: ""' " 
of weight, some of Ifae patients who lud ii 
having imfveved the least 

On Congationo/iheffmri and it* Local CotmmaiM. B/ 
Dr. Jehvir. {Lancet, July 14, I860.) The otgects of thu 
paper were to call attention to theoccnrrenceof cot^estw 
of the muscular tissue of the heart, to the most cocpnKO 
and direct consequences of tiiat coneestjon — vie, iDdnniiao 
and toughening of the walls of the heart, and to the inSa- 
ence which those changes of texture exen^K on the deve- 
lopment of dilatation of that wgan, by rendering penutnaat 
every increase in capacity ffom over-distension, which 
wowd be lempoikry in a heart whose wnHs were nonnv- 
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impedimeDt to the ptmuge or toe blood, Dr. Jenner SMd, 
tiirough the right side of the heart, whatever its cftuse, 
muet be attended by OTer-diat«nsion of the Teine of the 
heart; and aa very greduaUy developed, long-continued 
mtermittingcongeBtionof any orgBii, the functions of which 
are orer-actively performed, notwithstanding its congestion, 
is followed by induration, toughening, and hypertrophy, so 
the walls of the heart will, under the conditions specified, 
become harder, tougher, and thicker than natural; and as 
these changes in the texture of tie walls of any hollow 
viecua are the conditions which determine the occurrence 
of pematient dilatation of that viscus, when pressure on 
the inner surface of its walls is sufficient to over-distend 
them, so when these changes affect the walls of the heart, 
and there is great impediment of the escape of blood from 
its cavities, tn^ lead to its permanent dilatation. 

New Mode of applying Chloroform in Nvura^ia. By Ur. 
litTTLE. {Edin. Med. Joitrnal, April, 1860.) From observ- 
ing that the lipe of the patients were partially blistered alter 
inhaling chloroform, Mr. Little was led to try the eObcts of 
this agent when applied locally. He first covered It with 
oiled silk and gutta percha, but without success ; he then used 
n watch glass to cover the lint soaked in it, with the b^t 
effecL He has thus applied it in neuralgias of liie lace, 
angina pectoris, lumbago, dysmenorrhcea, and allied aifec- 

SubcuJantou* Injection of Acetate of Morphia in Deliriam 
Trtmtn*. By Dr. Oole. {Med. IVm« and ffui., Jul^ 21, 18G0). 
— Dr. Oglb reports a case of delirium tremens which was first 
treated with chlorodyne, and chloroform inhalations, but 
'without success. He then injected one grain of acetate of 
morphia in solution into the cellular tissue of the arm, and 
in about an hour tjie patient fell asleep, and slept five hours, 
waking quite rational. 

CalKeleriMm of Iht Laryias in Diphtheria. {Lancet, July 
14, 1860.) — A very careful investigation of this method of 
treatment has just been concluded. It had been carried on 
fay a committee sfipointed by the Medical Society of the 
Hospitals of Paris, in order to answer the following ques- 
tion put by the Director- General of Hospitals : — Has cathe- 
terism of the larynx in diphtheria, as recommended by 
If. Iioiseau, been successfully employed in the hospitals of 
Paris? The committee was compwed of Messrs. Sdhier, 
Ifonneret, Boger, S£e, and Bartbez, the latter of whom 
drew up a very careful report filled with interesting fkcts, 
and very legitimate deductions. 

The committee think that M. Loiscau's treatment is not 
so sucoessful as might, from his assertions, have been ex- 

Stcted. The local manifealations have sometimes been 
vorably modified by it; but it does not check the disease 
—does not prevent its transformation into croup, and is not 
more efficacious than the remedies usually employed. The 
c*theterism of the larynx, as practised by M. Loiseau, is not 
a difficult operation, and has afforded temporary relief to 
Borae patients. It has cured foui^out of twenty-six cases ; 
whilst tracheotomy and the internal treatment were suc- 
cessful in nine cases of these same twenty-six, after M. 
Loiscau's treatment had failed. The operation is not free 
from danger, as it caused the instantaneous death of a child 
upon whom it was performed. This catheterism, in several 
cases, did l^arm, and had to be followed by tracheotomy. 
nie committee ore, therefore, of opinion that this mode of 
treatment cannot as vet be substituted for the means 
hitherto employed, ana should not, as M. Loiseau wishes, 
make us ^ve up the adminislralion of internal medicines; 
nor should tracheotomy be replaced by this method, as the 

r ration is pre-eminently useful in surgically removing 
obetaele which prevents the air from reaching the 

'^ Ote we of Chinoidine tn Periodical Fiver. By Dr. 
Cam. (CAarte»OB Ued. Jour, ic Rev., July, 1860.) Chinoi- 
dine being about one-fourth the cost of quinine would be 
ft very d^irable substitute if its therapeutic properties in 
periodic fevers were as great. Dr. Cain has put it to a 
practical test, and reports very favorably. He prescribes it 



in the same manner as quinine, proportioning the dose to 
the type and grade of the fever; (he form of pill is prefer- 
able. 

Of fifty-four cases of intennitlent, three terminated 
fatally ; of tiiese, one was in a profoundly adynamic stat« at 
the time of sdmission, and two died of dehrium tremem, 
each on the fourth day after the cessation of ttie fever. 
Thirty-four had no return of the paroxysm; five had an 
abortion of the paroxysm; four had one; six had two, and 
one had three sbght paroxysms ; one had one, and two had 
two violent paroxysms aJter the commencement of the 
treatment. The types were iLe quotidian, single tertian 
and double tertian ; forty-four quotidian, nine single tertian, 
one double tertian. Of Uie grades, five were of severe, forty- 
nine were of mild, medium grade. 



NEW YOKK MEDICAL AND SURGICAL SO- 
CIETY. 
Dr. Gao. WjLKia, Piesident, in the Chair. 
Fn. 4tB, 1660. 

DmottsGiaii on Diphthibu. 

(OmNiMMd^an pafft 1M.) 

Dr. Clabk stated tbat on the evening aSter the last meet- 
ing he was called in consultation by Dr. Crane to visit a 
family in Elisabeth, N. J. Six, out of eight, children were 
suffering at the time from scarlet fever, and one was lying 
dead in the house. Three out of the six children presented 
diphtheritic membrane in the fauces, and the remaining 
tlurce bad swollen tonsils with more or less infiammation of 
the tiirost One of them had some white spots upon the 
inner surfkce of one of the tonsils, which at first looked a 
little like membrane, but afterwards turned out to be no- 
thing more than a white secretion in the foQicW Two of 
them were at that time, as we supposed, desperately wck, 
and in one of these the membrane was distinctly discover- 
able in the nasal passages. The \oice was a mere cry. 
The breathing was not as much obstructed as in crou|L but 
sounded as if a valvular structure was playing up and down 
over the opening of the larynx ; and we took it for granted 
that if the meubruie had not ^ready, it would eventually, 
extend into that portion of the breathing apparatus. The 
pulse was 140, and the intelligence nearly aboli^ed. The 
patient was lying with her eyes closed, paying no attention 
to anything that was said, and considerable force had to be 
used to open the mouth. She moaned with almost every 
breath, though occasionally she would get a little quiet and 
seem to be asleep. This child finally recovered. 

In one of the other children, the nasal passages were en- 
tirely plugged up by the drying of the secretions that 
flowed down from the external opening. The conslilutional 
symptoms with him too were very marked. His pulse was 
the same as tlie others, but instead of being semi comatose, 
he was restless, dozing continually. He lived nearly a 
week from the tim^ I refer to, and apparently died from 
exhaustion, the result of the occurrence of numerous ulceia- 
tious very much after the manner of bed sores. It struck 
him that this latter feature of the disease was an evidence of 
the constitutional inSuence of the poison. The fatber, who 
was Sfly-sevcn years of age. also nod the diphtheritic exu- 
dation in the fauces, but in nim none of the symptoms of 
scarlet fcrer had presented themselves. He, however, had 
the same character of valvular breathing as noticed in the 
daughter. His tonsils and velum were very much swollen, 
and the glands on the outside of the neck moderately so. 
The moment be lost consciousness in sleep his breaUiing 
would stop as if something had passed into the opening of the 
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larynx and prevented the entrance of air. Tbe ini^iration 
■lone was obstructed. Hia friends vert nnwillingto Mow 
him to sleep at such timee for fear he would suffocate. 
This difficdtf of breathing did not seem to me to be 
dependent upon the existence of a membrane, but upon 
ib.e swollen condition of the hanging portion of the 
buces, which dropped fiurly down upon the top of the 
larjiix. Ah soon as the inflammatjon sub^ded this symp- 
tom paaaed off. At the time we saw him he had been in b 
state of active detirinm for fort^ hours; hie pulse was about 
100 per minute. He finally recovered. The treatment for 
an these caaea was about the same ; prettj active fltimula- 
tion with alcohol and the very free use of the sulphate of 
qninine, and the tocat application of nitrat« of silver in so- 
mtion. There was a circumstance that interested me in 
connexion with the two children who had the membrane 
in its worst Ibrm, relative to scarlet fever. In the girt, the 
eniption was out tnll for eight dajs, and when we saw her 
was perhaps subsiding a Cttle; in the boy, the sjimploms 
had been oat eleven oay^ and was still vivid. Desquama- 
tion was quite active, and the scales were standing out at- 
tacAied to the surface by tfaeir edgee, in all poasikle direc- 
ttona ; ruM»ng these o^ the eruption could be seen as on 
tite second or third day. The urine in these cases was not 



Dr. WiLKV listed that he bad met with an attack of 
(Upbtberia in a padent geveitty-two yeara of age. 

Dr. HoCiUUDr witbin the last four weeks hod been 
called to four caaes of diphtheria following stylet fever ; 
two of these terminated &ially very soon aher he saw 
them. In both the pulse was exceedingly irequent; there 
1VSS a good deal of reslJessneas present, and the membrane 
covered the posterior part of the fauces, extending to the 
windpipe. The third case was somewhat similar in cha- 
rBct«r as fiff M symploms were concerned. 

The first caae was one of those which some time ago 
would have been cdled croup. I was called in consulta- 
tion to see a stout boy, three years of age, with a pulse 
not mai;li over 100, skm a litue warm, and five some- 
what flushed. I was told that there was ulceration about 
the throat, but no false membrane. On examination, how- 
ever the so-called ulceration was found covered with an 
ashy-colored patch of membrane, the diitd was also quite 
hoarse, and had the r^ular croupy cough. I did not see 
the case a second Ume, but read of its fatal termination a 
week after in the 'newspa^r. The case agreed in every 
respect with the deacripUon which foreign writers give 
tocrontk 

Dr. WATn had seen one additional case since the last 
meetins : — A young lady, twenty years of age, was attacked 
OQ Wednesday last with what she supposed to be "chilla 
and fevo"." Bhe had « fair chili, followed by fever, a good 
deal of pain in the back, and also a sore throaL I was 
eent for on Thursday a^rnoon, about thirty hours after 
she was flist attacked. Her pulse was 131); she bad a 
thickly-CDated tongue, a severe pain in the back of the 
haul and post-cervical region ; the skin was cold and 
covered witn a clammy per^iration. On looking into the 
throat both tonsils were covered with a thick white depo- 
sit, which I am compelled to recognise as diphtheritic. I 
immediately ;daced her upon the use of quinine in two grain 
doees ewery two hourR and directed wine-whey to be given, 
vith Uie utmost freedom. Her skin was rubbed to get up 
an active circulation, and at bedtjme opium, was added to 
the quinine. I saw lier yesterday morning, and the symp- 
toms were dewdedly moderated. Yesterday sbe was a 
good deal better ; and to-day I found her very comfort- 
able The exudation has disappeared, leaving m its place 
a strawberty-roughness. The pulse is about 90, and has 
considerable force. No looai treatment was employed. 

Dr. McTOALTE next made the following statement : — 
Since the beginniOK of the winter I have had ten cases of 
this disease, six of which I have seen in consultation. 
There have been seven caaes in which the diphtheritic 
deposit aSeoted the throat mainly, in the others the 



Schneiderian nierabrono was the principal sent of the exu- 
dation. The first case was b child three years of ^e who 
was dying when I saw it ; both tonsils and part of the 
velum were covered with the membrane. The patient 
died comatose. The next was the sister of this child, who 
presented the exudation on each tonsil, the palate, and in 
thenoatrils; there was a good deal of constitutional excite- 
ment with occasional deurium. present This case termi- 
nated favorably after a fbrtnighfs illness. The third case 
was a brother of the last, eight months old; the mem- 
brane was sittiated on the surbce of the ton«ls, and in- 
vaded a small extent of the palate. This ctiild recovered 
afWr four weeks illness. The uncle, who was in the house, 
convalescent from measles, had a slieht diphtheritic patch 
on the palate. The mother also had some trouble about 
the throat, her tonsils were much reddened, and the p»ecu- 
liar coaling could be scraped from tteir surfaces without 
much difGculty. The constitutional disturbances were very 
trifling, and m two or three davs sbe was entirely reco- 
vered. The next was a little girl four years old; I saw her 
on the next morning niter the nigbt sbe was attacked, 
when I found both ton^ almost completely covered with 
the membrane. The pulse ranged from 160 to 180. 
The breath was horribly fetid. The exudation in the 
course of the next day spread so as to cover the palate, 
and the grave symptoms increasing, the child died of 
apnoea two days after. The next was a child twelve yean 
old, of a delicate constitution, who was taken on a Sunday 
morning, the membrane covering both tonsils and the edge 
of the soft palate. On Monday he was somewhat better; 
on Tuesday the fever subadeo, and the membraae dis^ 
peared. That night the membrane reappeared, and ex- 
tended into the nostrils; together with this there was 
attendant an immense tume&ction of one aide of the neck. 
In consequence of this, there was a good deal of constitu- 
tional excitement, dehrium. and difficulty of deglutition. 
The child, alter making us believe for the greater port of 
four days that she was going to die, finally Decame conva- 
lescent In this connexion Dr. M. exhibited a beautiful cast 
of membrane which had separated itself from the tonsils. 
Another case was in a young man, a member of the daas 
at the Uiuversitj. He was taken sick on Saturday, and 
showed the patches in bis throat the daj[ foUowinc;, when 
he experienoed some difficulty in deglutition; had fever 
debility, and quickness of the pulse. These symptoms 
continued for three days ; be suffering a great deal without 
being, as I thou^t, in positive danger. On the filth day 
after tbe commencement of the attack, he was suddenly 
taken with a rigor, his skin was cold and covered wiUi 
perspiration— respiration forty per minute. He could not 
lie down for a minute without nsving symptoms of suffo- 
cation. The gentleman who saw him with me was of the 
opinion that the case would terminate fatally very soon; 
the patient, however, recovered, and was aUe to return 
home on the Monday ' following. These are the only 
cases worthy of mention ; of the rest, with but one 
exception there was very Htue constitutional excitement — 
some quickness of the pulse, pallor of the body, restlessness 
pain in swallowing, and the occurrence of a well-marked 
membrane, with nasal defiuction — and they all got welL I 
have not used quinine in any of the cases, but in its stead 
the mur. tinct fern in twenty-drop doses every two hours 
to adults, decreasing the quantity according to tbe age of 
tbe witient Besides this, 1 give plenty of beef-tea, ndlk- 
pund), and wine whey. I have used tne soL of nit ilver 
loca%, but can't say that t have derived any benefit from 
it, I have given the chlorate of potash as a garde, bat 
there again Ifailed in obtaining any good results. In con- 
clusion, Dr. Metcalfe referred to a new remedy, the iod. of 
bromine, which had Ijcen brouglit to his notice by a phy- 
sician in Long Island. It was used locally in (he strength of 
Meen drops to eight ounces of syrup, and was of great 
service in correcting tbe fetor of the breath. He ^Dr. il.) 
bad succeeded very well with the remedy, and advised the 
members to give it a trial 



Digitized by 



Google 



OENEBAL CORBESPOKOENOK 



US 



Dr. WAiaoM refeirod to tbe cue of a malieamt whi^ 
within the last iLx waeks, wu atUcked four diSTerent 
timM with sadden Sts of suSboatioit, which, ailer existing 
for • time, would he foQowed by the discharge of a pluf 
&tMa tke bronchial tuba^ when immediate re'Jef woula 
ensue. Dr. W. attended him in one of thaw attacks, and 
stated that the [Jug ruaod at that thime was about two 
incbn loDg^ and about aa thi<^ around aa the forefinger. 
The eztremilie* of this masa were much Boftened wbUe the 
centre wai hard and tou^ Be tboi^bt it poBaibla that 
tha aooditiOD of things refened to migtit have more or lew 
to do with the epidemic of diphthciite. 



<gtntral (Jjrrtif ontaitf. 



tTo Oa Editor Df th* Asmcu Vidioat. Tium] 
Sm: The report in your isane of the 11th instuit, of a 
death in Bellerue Hospital, fhtra hihalaCion of chloroform, 
forcibly reminds me ofa similar case which occurred in my 
practice abogt a yaw trace, and which oasM near re«]ltiDg 
m a vnailar manner. I b^ leave tD state the circumstances 
briefly, for the ben^t of your readers, many of whi»n, 
thoo^ daily in the use of this iuTaluable agent, have not 
always on hand, as was tba caae with myadf. the faoilities 
for generating electricity snfflcient to be aTailable in luoh 
an eme:geBcy. 

JU physician to the poor of this town I was requested to 
see a man who, in a fit of intoxication during the night, had 
made hia-w«y mlo the loft of a s^lfrhboriDg bam, and in 
the morning found himself suffering from a serere pain in 
tbe hip-joint, with much Bweliing, dietortion of limb, ina- 
bility to move, && I found tbe man to be a drunken va- 
grant of this region, about fifty years of age, iiill habit, 
short neck, short heavy fiame, and still somewhat under 
the influence of bis potations c^ tbe evening previoufi, but 
yet not suSoivntly am a tiutim d to allow the shghtest mani- 
pulation of his limb without great-pain. The most super- 
ficial examination revealed an upward and backward dis- 
location of the head of the^nwr. The ftalient was placed 
on his back, and, with the help of rix powerful men, reduc- 
tion was Btt«nipted b^ " extension in the line of dislocation," 
but tbe obetinate revatanoe of muaolea Mid the piteous cries 
of the patient induoed me to resort to chloroform for its n»- 
iaxing and annsthetic effects. 

AJtoc an bterral <^aa bow to allow the tobtring proetm 
to make a num of him, he was placed on tbe straw near 
a large open door, with head slightly raised, all stricturoa 
from tight clothing — that could possibly impede respira- 
tion — removed, and chloroform administered in the ordi- 
iMTj way on a linen pocket-handkerchief, so held as to 
aDow a u^rge admixture of atmospheric air. He had in- 
hsled tbe v^tor easily for the space of aboat five minutes 
mifa no nnusnal eAects, and was plmmritly coming under 
itainSuence, andlwas again abont to take hold of hie limb, 
when suddenly stertorous breathing set it, and respiration 
began to ba very ik>w, and labored, with oorreapondisg 
flagging in freqnency and force of pulse and lividity of akin, 
an of which sjinptoma became affiravaled every moment. 
Undec the oircumstancM, " Reed's Method of Reduction," 
iras resortad t«; and sonng tl^ leg, I flexed it on the 
thigh, carried them across, closely having the thigh of 
the <^>posit« ride, and tfaeooo up over the abdomen, 
tbe thign at ths oams linte preeaiug the abdominal walls. 
until the ana of the limb was on a line with the body, and 
then with a forcible extansioD and external rotary mo- 
tion of tbe wfada hmb the head of the bone uipped 
into its socket I had hoped that this procedure, wtudi, 
without the chloroform would have been next to impossible, 



would at least have aroused the man to a aense of his peril, 
but respiration became less and ]esa fivquent, untlt >te 
oeosed to breath entirely, the pulse at the wrist was loet^ 
and auscultation over tJ>e precordia eHciled no sound. He 
had become perfectly atphi/xiaUd; his black and distorted 
features, and Uooi-ehot eyes gave Um the appearance {of 
one just " delivered over to his friends" by the executioner. 
AU thought him dead, and every man in the bam with one 
exception fle(L This man I sent for a pail of water, and in 
his absence I stripped the patient entirely, and began a 
series of slappings on his chest and buttocks with the palms 
of both hands alternately, as only a surgeon under *uci 
drcumstances could do. After some deUy my assistant 
came with a j>in^ e\^ of water. This was dashed on the 
man s bare cbest, and expreas directions given for a pail- 
liil the next time. He had to bunt up a pail — go soms 
distance to a neighboring pump, fill it, and bring it to the 
kift, all of which consumed precious time. After his re- 
turn, I directed my asustant to pour successively cupfiil 
after cupful of cold water, from as ni^ a point as he could 
reach, in a fiill stream directly on the centre of the patient's 
chest, which he did most fatlfafiilly, vMe I as faithfully 
' ■"■ ' - ' The r 



kept up tbe slapping process with my 
citation of the patient became more and i 
after the lapse of three or four minutes, we had the . 



tion of witnes^ng a deep in^Hration. By gently pressing 
tbe cbest, the air was expelled, and in a few seconds 
another inspiration, followed by external pressure, the 
stream of coU water not being allowed to be susjiended 
for an instant. We thus secured five or six deep inspira- 
tions per minute at first, until lividity of face began to tdear 
up, the heart feebly to act, the pulse to be felt M the wris^ 
and the man took upon himself the responsibiUty of his 
own breathing. In less than half an hour be was convers- 
ing with us. I was led to resort to " tbe stream of cold 
water" for excitation of the respiratory muscles in this case 
from having some time before been eqwdly successful with 
it in an admt nearly moriimtd from a large dose of crude 
opium taken for ths purpose of aelf-destjuction. In that 
case the process was kept up for ovar an hour, which alone 
excited respiration and kept tbe skin tolerably clear, until ha 
was sufficiently restorod to be walked about and flagellated 
" ila mo<W the authorities. 

H. a HAS, iLs. 

Cixaaa, Hnr You, Angut, IHSh 



8MALL-POX. 

[To tbe Edllw of th« An^nr ^. UuinxtL Tima.] 
Bin : — The total number of deaths in this dty from small- 
pax (inchiding 135 of variofoid) fron Jan. Ist, ISM, (O 
Jan. 1st, 1860, a period of nine years, ii ' *"" 
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Orsatest uomber in a ysv. 
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Tbe comparative fhtalitj ttt diSbvent oHntha will b« sew 
in the fbUowing statMrtent : 

1850-68. iuibuivs: — JanuBiy, 605; Febniary, 530; 
March, 474; April, 364; May, 40<; June, 310; July, 
304; Augttet, 17«; SepUmber, 162; October, 196; Mo- 
vembw, 302; Deoenber, 477. lot^ 4,08& 

So month within tbe .tims abovs-OMDlioaed passed 
without a dealb. To th« inaary aa to' tba resaoiu for tbs 
mat prwralenoe of this Malady, it mar be well to nply in 
this ooansctim, that Imtimnt Jwmm Wve bsm the ohisf 



centres of tbs eoolMf^ ; and as tbe Heabb DepaHount at 
Ibo oitgr ti at pfcssnt organised, bo nesns exist of plaeing 
tbem, when so in&otsd, oadec proper surveilbnoe. In 
pro^'oT the stoleneat, ws «ite ouf we or two of raioj 
facts. Tbe tint is, (bat two^ three, or more oases of oosr 
Suent small-pox aM UDfreqweoUy renain together in 
crainped, DOnOned apartments, beyond poesibihtv of their 
tnarior t« (he sppiaiiriats hos|ittal ; and seoond, that the 
HoretMned bed«Ui% and (dolbis^ upon the deossse or eoor 
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Taleacence of « psOcnt ftnm this disease, iiMteaA of beihg 
ooQteyed to the City Cemetery, sad there bumed, is set on 
Are in Ifce street, or thrown out for the rt^-piekera to col- 
lect, or cast into the TWrtt of & redr yard, thence to erhale 
ita poison. 

with th«3« mA ather mort urgent re^ona tot » retbnrt 
a is impMSible to tmiJerBtand why tlus terrible offioiw 
n^ect of a scoiirge, vhii^ the exercise of auitstide means 
ttJKfat confine in narro* limitfa, is lolemted. tJnleas tlifi 
public mind ii wonsed upon the Subject, the record of the 
next nine Tears viB tindoubtedly exhibit a similar result 
to ti)at of tiie last Sven Jirofeniond pohtid&ns must be 
converted. During the last three sessions of the LegisV 
ture theY httv^ exerted themsclres to the Qtmost to prevent 
all legislation tending to improvement in this respect. 



^tiial ^ttos. 



Ni* Toftt HospWai.— EoBEBT T. "Wta, M.D^ Curator, 
in place of Rodirt Rat, M.D., deceased. 

BELLKTint UosFiTAL.— Cbarles Puelps, U.D., Curator, in 
plnce of J. W. S. Qoitlbt, M.D., resigned. 

Ndhsbbt mo Chiu>'3 Hosprru. — J. Lewis Sihth, M.D., 
Gurat4>r. 

LoNo Island Colleqk EoatTTAL. — Rurua King Browni, 
U.D., Resident Surgeon, io place of Da. Cbahdall, re- 
signed. 



. —In Dr. JMobi's paper rpag« 114 of the last 
DDiBoer, second cotunn, eishth line from (he bottom) for, 
" and St»eend» slowly," read " and mmrA dowly." 

Oorreetum. — Dr. Post's case of diphtheria, reported on 
p^« 68, died on the night of the day he saw her in ooh- 
eult«tion, havfng had the disease ftir »eT«n] days previously. 
The case was an unusully severe one. 

EntaKin A. G-bouz, whose fissure of the sternum ex- 
posed the actions of the heart, and on account of which he 
haa been an object of gre^ interest among physicians, 
received the honorary degree of U.D. at the recent com- 
mencement of Dartmovlbi CoUegs. 

BoTLBTON UiDiCAL Pfiiz£ QoBOTiOMS. — At the annual 
meetiuK of the Committee on Wednesday Aag. Ist, 1860, 
• preorium of ninety doHam, or a told meiM of that vahie, 
iras vWsRled to Jom Bsll, H. D., of KWw Toric, foribt 
beat dzssertsChto on the question : — Haw far doa Iht Uien)- 
leopt euM ut in Surgioal DiagnaiUt Hie other premiutn 
of the same value was awarded to Datii» W. CnMmh, H.D., 
of Boston, for the best dissertation on the qnMtiak : — T\t 

aate f The following questions are proftolBd for 1801 -.-i- 
1. JldcMMo/Jbtn^,- 2. DtrngMt U ami lVaa*waito/ Chro- 
vfk PleuH^. DiMert«tions on these subjects mu«t be tiWn- 
uaOei, p63t fan, to Bdward Kevib^ M.D., m «r (>efl>M 
At Fint WediMlia^ i^ A^rt^ 1061. The Mowing are di« 
qaestfans pfopoSBd for 1662:— 1. Sow) fanioi* (is Miero- 
tcope Mibt w M Siwv*nl tMmfn«*U t 2. On Nkimta md 
■ VojitHiHg, at fymptomt, bmtkr' tikat ei'rcutniCanoA do Vuj 
voeur, and w/uU intHcOliol)* tb tiUf Etford at tot>u> ttat mni 
ekaraeterefHiieaatt KSsertattons on these ■ubjects must 
be transmitted as above, on or itfgre (As FM Wt^btmJag 
fa AprH, 1862. Tba author rf the best dissertation eo«- 
iD4CTed worthyofaPiiae, onnthtt-oftbe solQeota br IB81 
arndforinas, wiH be entitled tola pramiomof J^zfyZMBtn, 
or a Gold Ueiial of that vahie, at his option. 

A Fatal Passioit fox Hanoiho. — A lady, inhabiting a 
pretly Kttle honse Wear Paris, possessed of air^le means, «f 
a obtritaUs disposition, and very food of reaaii^,'^nWBg, 



and purchasing boolcs, was found hanging Qte other day. 
Bhe left a document of an etti«ardinary chiractot, in wKch 
Uie stated that, no Sooner had t^e detennitted upon hSng- 
ing herself than she executed the deed. Bhe 'always had a 
remarkable' predilection ftir people Who had been hiuwei 
and she left In her library a mbiuscript in w)>ie£ shA had 
inserted Accounts of all celehrated persons who had been 
hanged j and in anoflier MS. bR the provStbi anfl Myings 
conccmihg hanging were collected. " Hitherto, however, 
the idea of hanging mvself hod not entered tny head, bat 
becoming amaged, and having lost ifiy last* !t* everylBiftf , 
even for my tavorite pastinn of reading, Ifte tdea 4f -auspen- 
aon, haa occurred to me, and as soon as I have completed 
(bis note, I shall pot it iota execotion. I deve that the 
rope I employ may be divided between my two neighbors, 
and that all my property be realised ^ — First of all, a pcsi- 
rion of 40), iwst V res^M &r>iy ^U ter^qtA) ^d then 
all that remains must'be so disposed of aa to produce tot 
equal jMwtions, which are to be distributed to the fiist ten 



of the members of which m^ l^deta tn 
nang nimseii, aMing ftmu tkc davW my deaUi. 'fhia ii 
my sole will and leslainenL"-^JfHi. TXmet imd O^m. 



: IS TBK CTTT 



AND cocHrr or hew tork, 

Fntn tk* na Mr i' AafWt » tb» lata «w ^ Aa^^ UMl 

DMat.-ViB.H; •rtrn«i,n;lMTi,HT:glrii,l«l-*iibl,«t AdklH, 

m; raDtki,l*;<iUldia>,l»l:Dula.»l:IHHdi%M:cialnd.i. bteta 

Influlum, SI ; Inlintl]* conTOTilou, Sl : onDti, S ; ill M i ba n. It; djiHtan, 
11; —ritt ftwr. It; trptnaimi W^|W» itm»«; liilMiMitiii «f 1M&. 

MAiiiin[>am|BS;'drDpar o^S!^V;^Bu&*^i!!!^^' SCiSSiia: 
lmlniu>diMiTOB(Bjelelii,SI; rMptntoj, H; dlgMllia,ML 



ber flf deittht 

■d a< k* imk, vii u Miavt:- 
BdlagAaKiKUpiaCS, 

- ADitiatla,lS». 
" Adgnit 11. IBM. 
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M£DICAL DIABY OP THE WEEK. 
uwaiT \ Cm HowR*!. imtmr, Dt. WsM, Mf-gast 1 f.a. 

5f™^' \ fl.l.L..n.,0t«U(rt«,fi.T»vlMri3r-p-H»* 
*"*"' j ETiIj<riKMj.si.l>lMM«rfEr»,\sv, 
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—_„,,, 1 OrHH.uiT9 HoviTAL, Drf SMptwuH 4 aaoU. 1 r.> 
*» ■* I BmiimtK, M^ateln^ Or. 0»*h, Hi. "^ 
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FLINT ON PNEUMONIA- 



e«pt 1, iM. us 



#ri||tnal f ttturts. 

A CASE OP 
PNEUMONIA ASSOCIATED WITH PERICAR- 
DITIS. 



A CLINICAL lecture; 

DSLITS&ED AT THE LOKO ISLAJfD COLLEOB HOSPITAL. 



AUSTIN FLINT, M.D., 



QnTLmic— I propose to devote the preeent lecture to a 
recapituUtioD of the proraineQt features in ta iDleresUng 
hoepiUl case irbich has been for some time under our ob- 
lervation, and to some remarks on tbe importuice ot sus- 
taining meaaurea of treatment, oa exemplilied in the hialory 
of this caae. The patient, Stephen UcNamari, an IrishmaiL 
a plasterer by oaca^UoD, was admitted into ibe hospital 
yt*j 12th. He is liventv-elght jeara of age, and of in- 
temperate habits. His illness commeoced tiiirteen dava 
before bis admission. He slated that be had had a sliglit 
cough much of tbe time during tbe past winter, but waa 
OtlierwiHe well up to the date of the present attack. He 
Yma been in tbe babit of drinking freeTr for the last twelve 
jears, and at times to ^rcat cxcesa. He was attacked wilb 
acute pain in tbe lefl side of the chest, near tlie nipple, but 
it did not prevent htm from keeping about. Tbe next daj 
be catae to tbe Diapenearj, and was bled freelj. He was 
so &r relieved that he worked the following day from ten 
A-v. tm nigbL During tbe night the pun m the lefl side 
returtied, but he worked tbe next day till noon, when be 
Slushed a job in which he was engaged. The following 
night the pain was severe, and accompanied hv considera- 
ble difficuit; of breathing. Be k^t tbe bed alter tbis, i. e. 
for the nine days preceding his admission into hospital. 
He was visited for several days before his admission by a 
member of tbe class, who prescribed cbiefly anodyne reme- 
dies. On his admission the physical signs showed the ex- 
istence of pneumonia, affecting tbe lower lobe of the left 
biD^ Bronchia] respiration, broQchopbon}[, and the bronchi^ 
whisper, with marked dulness on percussion, extended over 
the portion of the left side corresponding to the situation 
of tbb lobe. A faint cardiac frictiun sound was heard in 
the pnecordial region. He was free from pain, excepting 
on a deep inspiration. Tbe cough was not frequent, ana 
tbe expectoration small but maty. The pulse was one hun- 
dred, noall and Ceeble; tbe re^irations twenty-eight. There 
was moderate effusion witbio the pericardial sac, ehown by 
marked dulness on percussion, within a pyramidal space 
extending upwards nearly to the sternal notch. Laterally, 
tbe dulness extended half an inch witJiout the lefl nipple, 
and an inch beyond the right margin of the sternum. The 
fricMon sound was double. The apex beat was felt very 
feebly in the fourth intercostal space, just below the nipple. 
The heart Bounds were distinct, but tne element of impul- 
■ion in Ibe first sound was wanting. There was no endo- 
cardial murmnr. 

It is unneeessaiy for me to say that these signs consti- 
tuted evidence of pneumonia with solidiGcatJon of the lower 
lobe of the left lung, complicated with pericarditia. The 
treatment was, a quarter of a grain of iulphate of morphia 
every four or six hours; brandy, two ounces every three 
or four hours, and sustaining diet. On Uay 14th, as ap- 
pears from tbe hospital record, tbe condition of the patient 
waa improved. Exajnination of the prrGCordia showed di- 
minution of the pericardial effusion ; the silidiflcalion of the 
lung continued the aame. May 17th.— The improvement bad 
been progressive, the pericardial effuwon was gone. Tbe 
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friction Bound had disappeared. The physical aigtis of soli- 
dification over tbe aflected lobe, however, continued, ^e 
pulse waa eighty ; the reepirationa twenty-four. The treat- 
ment bad been continued, save that whiskey bad been sub- 
stituted for brandy. Hia appetite waa good, and full diet 
was allowed. May 21.— Tbe patient was able to sit up. He 
was distinctiy convalescent. Neverthelees, the signs of so- 
lidification over the affected lobe were still present, al- 
though lees marked. The treatment was, tbe sulphate of 
mor^ne, sufficient to quiet couEh; whidiey, two ounces 
three times a day, and full diet. Bay 29. — The patient pre- 
sented ccdema of the face and lower limba. The pulse was 
eighty -eigh t ; the respirations twenty-four. The urine waa 
not albuminous. There was no i:ardiai: murmur, endocardial 
or exocardial. The solidification of tbe affected lobe had 
diminished. Tlie appetite was good. The muriate of am- 
monia, a drachm, with thesame quantity of extract of liquo- 
rice, was directed to be taken daily in solution. Tbe wnis- 
key and full diet were continued. May 31. — The second 
Bound of the heart was reduplicated at the base of the heart 
over the sternum^ and without the lefl margin of the ster- 
num. No reduplication of tbe first sound discoverable any- 
where. June 1. — The patient reported better, and Us 
aspect has improved. The reduplication of tbe aecond sound 
of the heart was heard occasionally, not constantly, as on 
the day previous. The treatment was continued. 

At tiie present time, June 11, the condition of tbe patient 
is much improved. He is able to be up and out of door«. 
The cedema baa not entirely disappeared, but is much dimi- 
nished. The pulmonary aymptoms are sl^ht. Resolution 
of the affected lobe is nearly complete. There is heaving 
of the prascordfa, but the heart is not enlarged, and I do 
not discover any murmur. The reduplication of tlie aecond 
sound of the heart is no longer perceived, and no murmur 
is discoverable. 

The patient is now taking the citrate of iron and quinia. 
The whiskey was discontinued some days ago. He bM 
fid! diet, and is allowed to go out of doors freely.* 

The history of this case, gentiemen, shows tiiat tbe primair 
affection was the pneumonia. The patient, as is ikot unusuu, 
struggled against the disease, and kept at hia work as lon^ 
aa possible. The temporary relief followinK the bleeding it 
worthy of note, but it ie also to be noted, that this measure 
did not arrest the disease, nor prevent the development 
of pericarditis. The latter affection waa undoubtedly con- 
secutive to the pneumonia but we cannot fix the precise 
dale of its occurrence. The two affections ore not very 
unfrequendy associated, and pneumonia eomplicated with 

Ericarditia is always to be considered as involving danger. 
areover, in tbis case tbe patient was a bad subject for a 
serious disease. He bod drunk fl'eely for many years, and 
was addicted to drunkenness. Finally, Aa he was pro- 
gressing favorably, general droppy occurred. The occur- 
rence of this event, together with the habits of the patien^ 
bis pallid aspect, and the tact that pericarditia had been de- 
veloped, pointed to degenerative disease of the kidneys; 



repeated examinations of the urine it was found 
contain no albumen. The dropsy has now nearly disap- 
peared, and from the present condition of tbe patient there 
^ every reason to expect that be will soon be fit to leave 
the hoq)it^ 

I have already directed your attention aufBciently to the 
physical signa illustrated m this caK, and their diagnostic 
significance. All of you have bad the opportunity of veri- 
fying these signs for yourselves at the bedside. I have re- 
capitulated them merely to refresh your memories. I wish 
mor« especially, on this occaaon, to bring before your mind* 
prominently the treatment pursued in tlie case, and to avail 
myself of the opportunity to make some ^neral remarica 
on the importance of sustaining measures in the man^a- 
ment of various affections. In the flrat place, let roe define 
the meaning of sustwning treatment. We mean to embrace 
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by this term meisurcB which are pwd, metaphorically, in the 
ftbsence of precise knowledge of their modui operandi, to 
■upport the vital forces; in other words, to prevent a dan- 
geroDB depee of exhaustion of the powers of life. Now, 
what are uie meaaa bj'which we may hope U> maint^n the 
3tren|;th of the ^stem wheo the tendeocy of disease h to 
destroj by overcoming the vital resistance of llieorganiBin 7 
Without diNnisaioQ of the rationale, we know practicnlly, 
that these means consist of stimulants and nutriment The 
■timulanls coiuiist of the ethers, the essential oils, and more 
es^cislly fte alcoholic preparations, wine or spirits, distin- 
guished as diffusible stimulants. These, as it were, feed the 
ump of life, when the flame flickers and is in danger of 
being entinguished. But to render the support more effec- 
t«ial, nutriment must be introduced into tJie system. And 
tor this object, the nutriment should be digestible, rich in 
□utritious principles, concentrated, i.e. containing much 
matter of nouridiment in a small bulk, and in a form to be 
easily introduced. The animal essences, properly prepared, 
combine these several conditions ; and in order to secure the 
necessary variety of alimentary substances, milk should be 
added. The sustaining treatment, as you have observed it 
in operation in the case which has just been reviewed^ and 
in other cases during the session, involves the administra- 
tion of some form m spirit, at shorter or longer intervals, 
according to the urgency of the indication for the treatment, 
together with a diet of essence of beef or strong chicken broth, 
altcmatingwitheithermilk, or what is known with ua com- 
monly as milk porridge, and given in small quantities at a 
time, often repeated. I do not stop to dwell upon details 
connected with the carrying out of this tceatmenL These 
have been considered in oUier conacziooa, and are doubt- 
less familiar to aD of you. 

To revert to the case which I have introduced as a text 
to these remarks, our patient entered the hospital with 
pneumonia complicated with acute pericai;diti3. The 
pneumonja bcid been of several days' Htanding. Ttie inflam- 
mation was conGnt'd to one lobe, and, thus limited, the 
aflection alone would not have been attended with great 
danger. But the pericarditis was probably recent, and its 
coeiisteoce with the pneumonia undoubtedly placed tlie 

fiatient in considerable danger. Now, then, suppose we 
lad reasoned as follows: It is important, in order to 
save the life of this patient, to direct our treatment to the 
inflammation of the pericardium. We must, if possible, 
subdue or control this inflammation. With tliis view we 
will bring to bear upon it, promptiy and efficiently, a 
phlofpstic measures, as thev have been called— viz. gen 



or local bleedings, purgatives, n 
and low diet. Had we foliowe' 



! followed out such a plan of treat- 
ment, I do not hesitate to say that I believe we should not 
only have foiled to save the life of our patient, but ourmea- 
gures would have aided the destructive tendency of the asso- 
ciated diseases. And yet I am not prepared lo deny that, 
under certaiji circumstances, such a plan of treatment might 
be indicated. Id was not indicated, but, on the other hand, 
contra-indicnted in this case. Why ? Because the mea- 
sures which the plan of treatment embraces were in direct 
conflict with another and a more important indication, viz. 
to support Ihe power of the system. The sustaining tJeat- 
tnent was called for because the source of immediate danger 
was not in the local lewons to wUch the pericarditis might 
give rise, but in tlie inability of the system to resist the 
general effects of the two diseases. The tendency to death 
was by asthenia or eshaiistion; if this tendency could be 
overcome, or, in oliier words, the patient could be kept 
alive, the double inflammation, viz. the pneumonia and peri- 
Mrditis, might be expected to run their courees respec- 
tively, and the affected organs recover without serious da- 
mage. Such was the fact. Sustaining measures were 
atone employed. The patient was placed on the use of 
alcoholic stimulants and concentrated nourishment. Opium 
was given in order to render the system more tolerant of 
me local affections, or, in other words, to obviate in a mea- 
«ure the sympathetic disturbance arising from thera. In 
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treated rather than the diseases, and 

" ■' ' ' ' pass wilh safety 

[vtDg not a littfe 

he leading practical principle exemplified in the maoage- 
ment of this caae has a far wider applicalion than to Uie 
combined diseMcs with vhich this patient was afectod. 

lis application, in fact, eitenda to all diseases of whatever 
nature and wherever situated. We may assert as an axiom 
in the practice of medicine that, whenever any disease tends 
to destroy life by asthenia or exhauBtion, the sustaining treat- 
ment is indicated, and in proportion to this tendency is it 
of psramonnt importance to anploy with efficiency mea- 
sures to support the powers of life. This principle t^es 
precedence of all the therapeutical indioKtionB pertaining to_ 
particular diseases. Experience and reasoning may show 
that such or such diseases are oflen influenced ttvorably by 
such or such remedies; but whenever there ia danger to 
hfe in consequence of defective power in the system to 
resist disease, then the means of suwporting and increasing 
this power of resistance supersedes all others, and measures 
having reference to the processes which constitute the dis- 
ease are conti^indicated if they conflict with the suBtainiog 
treatment. We have remarkable examples of the power of 
snsttuning measures in certain cases of the fever? which 
have a self-limited career. A patjent with typhus mav 
present symptoms which would lead ns to look for death 
hourly, and if by means of alcohol and nutriment given 
without stint, and rimost without hmit, we can succeed in 

Sreventing the flame of life Gtim going out for one or two 
ays. the danger is passed, the disease has run its courw, 
and the patient enters at once upon convalescence. The 
same holds good measurably wim most acute inflamma- 
tions. These may be said usually to have a eelf-limilcd 
course. Doubtless it is of the first importance, if pcsdble, 
to arrest them ; and if this be not practicable, to lessen the 
intensity of the inflammatory processes, to prevent exten- 
sion of tlie inflammation, to abridge its duration, and pro- 
mote the most favorable mode of termination. How Gu 
all these important ends of treatment are within the re- 
sources of therapeutics I will not stop to consider. But of 
vastly greater importance is it, whenever on acute Inflam- 
mation of nny organ involves imminent danger, not fi^m its 
local effects on tlie inflamed organ, but from the inability of 
the system to bear up under the disease, lo maintain and 
strengthen the vital powers. In most fatal cases of acute 
inflammation death occurs not because the inflamed parts 
are so far damaged that recovery is impossible, but because 
the powers of lite fail before tlic processes of restoration are 
completed. Hence, we can understand why some patients 
recover from an affection which, without being more intense 
or extensive, destroys other patients — the latter have less 
ability to resist disease. 

In the management of acute affections of all description, 
the physician should direct his attention, not to the disease 
^one, but to the patient The saying of Chomel is so slg- 
nificant and important that it cannot be too oflen repeated: 
"We are never to treat diseases, bnt palicnia afFbcted with 
disease." It must be confessed that tne fundamental prin- 
ciple involved in this saying has not been property appre- 
ciated by medical practitioners. The attention has been 
too exclusivety directed to local morbid processes, and the 
general condition has not been sufficiently con^dered. 
Certain therapeutical measures might perhaps prove suc- 
cessful if the patient does not die I In treating a local 
disease, it has been too much the habit to disconnect the 
affected organ from the rest of the organism. Often the 
true source of the disease is elsewhere than in the part 
where Ihe manifestations appeaij and the danger is not so 
much from what the part will sufler as from tlie general con- 
dition. The measures which are directed to the local affec- 
tion are often antagonisticat to those which the general 
condition claims. In the management of an acute inflam- 
mation of an important organ we have, on the one hand, the 
various depressing t^ncies which enter into the ao-called 
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antiphlogistic treatment' on the other hand, we have the 
sustaining measurea. Ttie two can hardly be combioed, 
■.e. both pursued at the same time, but they may both be 

Xpropriale in the same cafe, the one precediDg the other, 
id merefore it often becomes a question of momentous 
import — Sha]l the measures directed to the local afTecUon be 
adopted or continued, or shall we direct our efforts to sup- 
port the powers of the tyslem? Whenever this question 
presents itself >a practice, I have adopted a method of 
meelicg it which seems to me sufficiently reliable for all 
practic2 purposes. I meet it by another questfoa which 
we can generally answer without difficulty, vis. If the dis- 
ease terminate utally will it destroy by asthenia? When- 
ever present symptoms and the experience ot, analogous 
cases afford ground for fear that the immediate danger is 
froro the want of power in the system to resist the disease, 
tliere can hardly be room for doubt as to the indication for 
Bust^oing measures. But the judicious physician will not 
always wait for this question to be presented; he will fore- 
see that it must arise, and wiD forestall the circumstances 
\Fhich make the question one of momentous import. 

The subject, Gentlemen, of the sustaining treatment in 
the management of diseases generally, is one of the most 
important in practical medicine. It opens up a wide Seld 
of discussion. In these few remarks I have only touched 
on some of the many points which a full consideration of 
the subject would embrace. In conclusion, it follows from 
the coDsideratioos which have been presented, that it is an 
absurdity to claim for diseases fixed or routine methods of 
treatment. The same disease, let it be a pneumonia if you 
please, may call for different and opposite measures. In 
one patient an antiphlogistic plan of treatment may be ap- 
propriate; in another patient this plan of treatment would 
be destructire, and the life ofthe patient depends on a vigo- 
rona sustaining treatment There are few diseases, if aoy, 
the management of which we are able to formularize. In 
general terms, the success with which diseases are managed 
depends on the discrimination with which the practitioner 
brings the resources of our art to bear op the local pro- 
cesses of the disease, and on the general condition of the 
system. 

The history of the case which prefaced these remarks 
includes a somewhat rare and curious event, the patholo- 
gical significance of which is not yet fully understood. I 
refer to a reduplication of the second sound of the hearL 
One or both of the heart-sounds may be reduplicated ; the 
latter, however, is exceedingly rare, end when tlie redu- 

flication is confined lo one it is ^nerally tlie second sound. 
must postpone the subject ol reduphcaled beartr sounds 
for some other occasion. 1 will bricny say, that the m03^ 
rational explanation is that which attributes the occurrence 
to a want of perfect synchronism in the contractions of the 
two ventricles. It would be inferred, at first, that the first 
or systolic sound should be oftener reduplicated thnn the 
second; but we can understand why it is not when we 
consider the elements which enter into the first sound, and 
the fact that the valvular element of the first sound is 
weaker than the second sound. If you apply the stetho- 
scope over the apex of the heart, the first sound is usually 
much more intense than the second ; but jf you carry the 
instrument away from the heart, the second sound becomes 
more intense, and is heard at points removed from the 
heart where the first sound is losL The reason of this is, 
it is the element of impulsion which renders the first 
sound more intense over the apex, and the sound due to this 
dement is not transmitted beyond the heart. The first 
Boand, as heard beyond the heart, is due eiclusively to the 
Action of the Buriculo- ventricular valves. Now toe sound 
produced by these valves, notwithstanding their greater 
mge, is less intense than the second sound emanating from 
the semilunar valves. This is a fact of observation, but it 
is also susceptible of explanation. Now, when there is a 
If ant of synchronism in the contractions of the ventricles, the 
element of impulsion of the drst sound is either weakened 
or lost; the valvular element of this sound is alone redu- 
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plicated^ and owing to the relative weakness of thevalvular 
sound the reduplication is rarely perceived, when the redu- 
pltcatioD of the second sound is sufficient^ appreciable. 
The reduplication of the second sound was perceived in this 
case at the base of the heart, over the slemum, and without 
the left margin of the sternum. This is the situation wh^ 
the reduplication of the second'eound is to be looked for, 
in consequence of the proximity to the Eemilnnar valves. 

Still another event in the history of tius case would call 
for remarks if time permitted, viz. the general dropsy. The 
consideration of this subject I must also deter. 
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LITHOTOMY PERFORMED WITH THE LITHO- 
TOME CACHfi. 
Br DAVID P. SMITH, M.D., 
or araHomLD. vib^ 
Mabch 27, I860.— Saw Mr. F., of South Wilbraham, 
Uass. Found him suffering from all the rational symptomi 
of stone, and in addition, a high febrile state. There wis 
much tenderness ou pressure just above the pubes, and 
fully one-half that passed from the bladder was adhesive 
mucus, pus, and blood. On introducing a small catheter 
plugged, it was so firmly grasped, that auy attempts lo 
ascertain the presence of a stone, in his then bad state, wers 
deemed unadvisable. I advised four to six grains of qui- 
nine daily, with enough morphine to procure rest, alkalie* 
in moderation, and the duly use of an injection into the 
bladder of a solution of nitrate of alver in water, with a 
littJe morphine. The strength of the solution was in the 
beginning i gr. of ai^nt nitrat. to Jj. of water, with f 
to ^ gr. of morphim solph. At this consultation fears were 
expressed that the plan I advised would prove nugatory, 
and that he would speedily die unless immediately reUeved 
from the irritation. With all deference to the opinion of 
the gentlemen present in oonsuHation, I could not feel that 
it was proper to operato in the state he was then in, and 
consequentiy it was agreed to try the above plan. About 
three weeks after this I saw him again. He was decidedly 
improved, urine nearly clear, and he was able to sit upL 
Since my first visit, however, he had been very ill for a 
few days with high febrile action, pulse one hundred and 
ten, tongue thickly coated, urine scanty and white, nausea 
and vomiting, and abdomen generally tender on pressure. 
Dr. E. B. HamiitoUj of Somera, Ct., who was in attendance, 
stated that thisfebrile state resembled an epidemic then pre- 
vailing in that vicinity. His bladder was now beinp injected 
daolywith — g. Argenti nitrat, grs. iij. ; aquie Jir.; mor- 
pbite suiph. gr. j. By introducing a number four catheter, 
mjecting the madder through it, and then using it plugged, 
as a sound, I was soon enabled to find the atone, which 
appeared to be very hard and small I directed the con- 
tinuance of the injection until the patient submitted to the 
operation. 

I decided to operate about one week after this. The 
urine was at this lime perfectij clear, and free from sedi- 
ment When all tiie preparations had been made for the 
operation, it was with great difficulty that the existence of 
tiie stone could be verified. Chlorofonn was administered, 
but acted very un&vorably, placing the life of the patient 
in great jeopard)^. He was, as soon as possible, brought 
out of this alarming state, by holding forwards the ton^e, 
and inducing artificial respiration, after the method ofMar- 
shall Hall. The stone could not be plainly felt until a 
large quantity of warm water was thrown into the blad- 
der, which being forcibly expelled, brought the stone down, 
when it could be felt by Dupuy tren's staff. Making a emau 
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external incidon, beginning three-fourths of an inch in front 
of anua, I atnick the groove of the staff through ft verj 
deep perineiiiiJ. Laying aside the knife, I then 9lid along 
tbestafTFr^re Comes single lithotome cach& The blade 
of this was quite blnnt, acd arranged ao as to cut tvo- 
eigbths of an inch when raining. Withdrawing the staff, 
■imI expanding the blade, I very slowly drew out the litho- 
tome, cutting downwards and outwards. Introducing mv 
fore-finger into the wound, I found that I could just reach 
tlte incision into the bladder, and touch the stone. A lonr 
tnillet forceps enabled me to dowl; extract the stone through 
the Tery Umited wound. There was little hemorrhage, and 
the patiept, after having a tube introduced through the 
wound into the bladder, was soon placed in bed with every 
proapect of ■ speedy recovery. These anticipations were 
happily verified. He had not a bad symptoni. After the 
twelfln dar the urrae all flowed by die urethra, and soon 
alter that ne was enabled to leave bis bed and engage in 
his ordinary pursuits. 

I was kindly and ably assisted by Dr. Otis, of thb city, 
and Dtb. E. E. Hamih«n and Son, of Somers, Ct., who hsa 
the whole care of the patient, both before and after the ope- 
ration. Dr. OlJa analysed the external lamina, and found 
it to consist of ox^t* of lime. Weight of the ooncretion 
eighty'K>ne grains. 

Rmorkt, — CongiderioK the sise and dilatabilitjr of the 
urethra, it will be seen uiat the blunted lithotome^ slowly 
drawn out, could have made but a very limited incision. 
Is it not with reason that I applaud this method of opera- 
ting, and attribute to it the man's speedy recovery 7 The 
objections nrxed acainet this form of liihotome appear to 
me, when it is ueea in this way, to fall to the ground, and 
the advantage resuIlW from its use are certainty decided. 
Tbe great alleviation of all the bad symptomsj which was 
BO clearly attributable to the use of the injection, appears 
to me to merit the attention of the profession. 
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Tat patient was a tall, well formed, active, sensible negro 
man- about thirty years of age; a Geld band, belonging (o 
Mr. C. B. M y. He had a nervous excitable tempera- 
ment, and was generally hard to control. On the 24th of 
April, 1856, in attempting to resist the authority of his 
overseer, he was struck by the latter on the side of the 
head with a common weeding hoe, which knocked him 
senseless to the ground. Uy father (l)r. D. B. Hill) waa 
called immediately to see him, and arrived in a halt hour 
after the occurrence. He found the negro in a semi-con- 
scioua condition, with oold extremities and weak pulse. 
Gentle frictiona and mild stimulants were employed, and 
in a few hours he entirely regained his senses, and bis con- 
stitution fully reacted. On the left side of his head a 
wound was observed, which, upon examination, was found 
to be a compound comminutea fracture of the skull, com- 
mencing about an inch from the iunction of the coronal and 
santt4d sutures, and extending obliquely for an inch and a 
half in the direction of Uie mastoid process of the temporal 
bone. The wound of the scalp was slightly enlarged bv 
incision ; several small pieces of the outer plate of the skull 
were extraoled, and the opening thoroughly examined by 
means of the finger and metallic probo. Hy fatlier being 
inclined to the opinion that the internal plate was depressed, 
but not entirely certain of it, requested a consultation. Dr. 
J. P. Deans was sent for. He cnnie, and after examining 
the wound, thought that the internal plate waa intact, and 
that the character of the aymptoras did not Justify an ope- 
ration. They both there^re agreed to dress the wound in 



the usual manner, and treat the case upon general princi- 
ples. The wound healed very kindly, and in three or four 
weeks he resumed his place in the field, feeling entirely 
weD. He made a full hand during the summer and fall, 
feeling quite well all the time, with the exception of an 
occasional headache, referred chiefly to the side of the head 
that had been injured ; for this he sometimes lay op a day. 
His health conLnued generally good, until the following 
March, nearly a year from the time he received the blow. 
About the iSth of this month — March (I don't remember 
the exact date, as these notes are made entirely &om 
memory), on a cold, damp day, he was standing bj a k^ 
Are in the field, with other hands of the plaolation, warm- 
ing, and playing pranks on them. He had a switch id hii 
hand, slriMng at a giri scroM the fire, and started around 
after her, rushing liurriedly between the other negroes, 
when he suddenly fell to the ground and expired in » few 
seconds. 

My father and myself were called to make an autopn', 
twelve hours after death. Sigor mortis well marked. In 
endeavoring to remove the calvaiium, an obstruction was lelt 
in the region of the old wound on the scalp. This was soon 
overcome by forcible traction and the use of the scalpel, de- 
taching an adhesion that existed between the dura mater 
and the inner surface of the skull, directly opposite the cica- 
tiix on the outside. There was a conical projection oftbe iw- 
ner table of the skull, upon the brain^ directly corresponding 
to the fractured outer taole. Its vertical diameter was abont 
one-fourth of an inch, Uiat of its base about an inch. Three 
SfBures radiated frim its ^>eI to its base, about equidis- 
tant from each other ; one of them extending neariy 
around (o Ihe end of another, at the base of the coii«. On 
the brain there was a cup-ehaped cavity corresponding 
to the projecting bone ; around this the meninges were 
intensely congesUsl, which became less marked two or three 
inches from the centre of the cavity. The brain substance 
pres<?nled the characteristic red puncla on beins sKeed, 
which was more observable immediately beaeath tti« point 
of compression. There was no extravasation of bloo4^ nor 
much effusion in any of the cavities of the brain. 

Trephining at the time this negro received the iniui^, 
evidently would have prolonged his days. But xroold it 
have been warranted without the presence of (he usaaUy 
attending symptoms of compression of the brain f This 
has been a subject of discussion amongst men of the greatest 
minds and largest experiences in our profesMoo, and I leave 
it for them to decide. 

STRiiraiTLATiD Tbhtkal HiRina. 

A negro woman belonging to Mr. S d (a planter of 

this vicinity), aged 40, of medium size, stout, well built, 
and the mother of fiileen children, waa attacked on the 
morning of the 25lh of June last, with violent pains in the 
epigastrium, nausea, vomiting, etc. I was call«l to aee her 
in a few hours after she was taken ill, when she seerned to 
be in great suneriDg~screaming loudly, writhing and twist- 
ing in bed, and pressing her abdomen with her bands. She 
described the pains as being very similar lA those of partu- 
rition, hut far more excruciating, coming on at reKuiar in- 
tervaU of four or five minutes, and lasting about t£e same 
length of time. She stated to me that she had a large knot 
on her belly, and that she was not pregnant. On examin- 
ing the abdomen I found a large tumor, ntuated about 
three inches above the umbilicus, in the median line. Dear 
the size of a cocosout; it was rather hard and rigid, but 
very movable under the integument, in the absence of a 
pain. The tumor was quite tender to the touch, sod 
manipulating it excited vomiting. After a close examina- 
tion I pronounced it a hernial protrusion ; had the part well 
fomented with warm cloths, the knees drawn up, and the 
head elevated, to relax ihe abdominal walla. As she «ras 
already very much nauseated, I then made an effort at 
reduction, ivhich caused her great p>ia, and failed of suc- 
cess ; evidently from the spasmodic action in the Ismor and 
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BorroundiDg structures, tt^Iher witli the marked disprD- 
portion between the protrlRlitig mass tad the aperture 
through which it had passed. 1 immediately had tobacco- 
leares, steeped in w»rm water, applied over the whole abdo- 
meii, and a large tobacco-poultice placed upon the tumor ; 
•bo gave ant et pot tart gr. ii,, morph. sulph. gr. ea. She 
was soon eicassivelj' nauseated^ and verj much relaxed, 
but the paios continued with the same severity. In the 
course or an hour the tumor became soft a&d pliable,-the 
•bdominal walls relaxed and flaccid, when I ag^o applied 
tbe taxis with complete success. The protruding intestine 
gradually returned into the cavity of the abdomen, by 
gentle and pernstent pressure being applied, first to the 
part of the tumor neit to the opemng through which it 
Lad passed, and successively to the whole. The fluid and 
gaseous contents of the intestine escaped into tiie abdomen, 
as the gut was passing, with an audible noise. A compress 
and bandage was applied, and she soon fell into a gentle 
deep, entirely Iree frOm pain, and is now at work in tbe 
field. 



ON THE ADVANTAGES OP ELASTIC EXTEN- 
SION IN MORBUS COXARIUS. 
By H. G. DAVIS, M.D. 
1.1 a paper read before the Academy of Uedicine, the 
foUowuijg case was ^ven as illualrating the relief aObrded 
by elastic ex tendon m morbus coxarius. 

April 1ft I860.— ViMted for the first time the daughter 
of & A. N., OallatiD Place, Srooklya She has suffered 
from morbus coxarius for four jcarsj has liod repealed at- 
tacks of inflammation of the joint, each attack leaving her 
limb in a worse condition than the preceding, was confined 
to the bed for some time last summer, the general health 
being much impaired by the conflnemcnt and sufiering. At 
the time of my visit, had been upon the bed for six weeks 
and had not been moved. The pain and suffering during 
this time had been excessive, causing her to scream for 
hour^ and every attempt at change of position giving rise 
to pains that were agoman^. The limb was flexed at right 
»nglea with the body and mverted so as to rest upon Uie 
pubes; ibe other Umb was also flexed close to the body, so 
as to permit the knee of that affected to lie below it upon 
the bed, while the lower limb was held against the nates by 
tbe hand of the patient, to prevent motion by the involun- 
t^ry action of tbe muscles. The sensibilities were exalted; 
tbe body emaciated ; appetite gone, hectic fever and night 
sweats; the ptuns paroxysmal during the night This con- 
dition of the patient rendered the commencement of the 
treatment more difficult than any case I had encountered; 
yet b; making steady extension upon the femur, I was ena- 
bled to bring the lower limb in a line with it, and raise the 
whole Irom the bed, sufficienUy to permit the application of 
the adhesive slrws. 

These were affixed without much pain, extension being 
kept up by the hand of an assistant Tbe movement of the 
hmb consequent upon applying the roller, gave extreme 
pain. The body was now placed at right angles with the 
bed, a weight of three pounds, by means of a cord and pul- 
ley, was affixed to the limb for extension, and an anodyne 
directed. Ailer twelve o'clock the patient rested better 
than for some weeks. In the morning, upon moving the 
body accidentally, she excbumed to her mother that "she 
could now move ber limb without hurting her." The symp- 
toms and Buffering continued to mitigate, and on May 4th, 
my record is : — She is lying straight upon the bed with a slight 
contractioa.of the pelvis upon the side of the diseased limb, 
the positJOQ of the limb and foot nearly correct, the sensi- 
bility of joint very riight The splint was applied and tbe 
patient rode out ; she continued to improve, and the hmb 
now admits of free motion in every direction; her general 
health has become good, and she has gained flesh and 
strength rapidly. From present appearances (August) she 



wiUreooverwithagoodjoint Thisresaltof thetreatment 
(so &r M the relief to the suffering) has been uniform, never 
having fuled in a single instance, and this history is given 
for the purpose of illuBtrating the effect of continued exten- 
sion in this disease; and when 1 speak of extension I do 
not apply the term to confining a hmb in a given position, 
but to that process by which the soft parts are kept con- 
tinually upon tiie stretch, whether by means of a wei^t or 
some elastic material, the resultof which process upon mus- 
cular flbre, is to weary it and thus put it at rest It is to 
this respect that the plan of treatment differs from all that 
has been heretofore adopted. Bxtenaion, by the older writ- 
ers, meant eimply bringing the Umb into a certajn position 
and thus securing it 

This principle of elastic extension as applied to the treat- 
ment of disease, originated (so far as my knowledge »• 
tends) with me, many years bacic, and was Grst uiplied ia 
overcoming the deform ty of lateral curvature of the mine, 
then inPotts'a disease, dab feet, mortHia oosarius; finally it 
is being used in the treatment of diseases of all the joints. 
It k equally applicable in cases of fracture requiring exten- 
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BELLEVUE HOSPITAL. 

PoiBoinHo BT Omni stroctssrcLLT tbbatbd bt Aptlku* 
Tioiw OP Io« TO TBI Smhi, akd Electbicitt. 

[Kepsried bj AuiAXraa Hiddxk, ILD., Hddh Fh^ilelML] 

Mart MoD , aged 28, native of Ireland, domestic, ad- 
mitted to Bellevue Hospital August 9, 1860, at one o'donik 
p. H., from one of the police stations; reported to have 
taken a poisonous dose of laudanum about an hour and a 
half previously. On admission sbe was profoundly nar- 
cotised; fiwe and Ups swollen and livid; respiration slow 
and stertoroDs; a strong odor of laudanum noticeaUe; 
pupils very mud oontnK^ed and insensible to li^t; pulse^ 
one hundred per minnte ; extremities c(^ and cUmmy. 

TVsolment — Tbe contents of the stomach were evaca- 
ated by means of the pump, and a strong infusion of ooffee 
injected. The galvanic baU«ry was then used, but with 
littie apparent snccasa; she seemed to be simpering, not- 
withstanding, into a more profound sleep ; respiratjon 
growing lesa and leas frequent loe was thereupon appUad 
to the head and along tbe spine. This in a few momenta 
seemed so far to relieve her narcotism, that a slight current 
from the battery would completely arouse her, as would 
also any of tlie ordinary means. At two o'do<s p. ic the 
ice was withdrawn, and she was allowed to remain undis- 
turbed to ascertain her real condition. Her reajHratiims 
sank in a very short time from twelve to one uid a half 
per minute ; pulse one hundred and twenty ; other symp- 
toms alajmingly urgent The p^ea of the battery were 
ap[died to her while in this condition, but as before, seemed 
to give her not the slightest uneasiness. The ice being re- 
spplied she instantly aroused, and if the current was persist- 
ently kept up, she grew in a few minutes very restless, 
and resorted to violent measures to prevent it This suc- 
ceeded so perfectiy, that she could be induced at any time 
to take nouriKhment, and on several occasions rose up in 
bed, and took large draughts of coffee voluntarily. At 
different times, between the hours of two and five o'dock 
F. M., the means for keeping her aroused were withdrawn, 
to discover when they might safely be withheld, hut at no 
time did her respiration exceed two per minute. At six 
o'clock p. K. respiration had increased to five and a half per 
minute, and at seven o'clock to six per minute. She wa« 
then allowed to sleep, being dosely watiAed : she slept for 
half an hour, and awoke. At eight o'clock respirations 
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were tea per minule ; pube one htiadred and twenty ; and 
weak. Ordered an enema, brandy, J i. ; beef tea, S lij. to 
be repested at ten o'clock. At eleven o'clock reepirations 
were Biitceo; ordered enema, repeated every two hours 
during the night, in conaequeuce of the irritability of her 
stoDiach. August lOtb, A.11., lespiratioD natural; pulse 
one hundred, and weak|^ stomach still irritable; oraered 
the enema of beef tea, % ly., every three hours dunng tbe 
daf . At six P.M. stomach retained beef tea, August 11th, 
quite recovered. August 130i, discharged cured. 



[E«porM bj Auti. Baddih, ILD., Hooia Fhrridui.] 

Uart 8 , Bt 28, was admitted to Bellevue HospiUl, 

Jnly 31st, 1860, suffering from uterine hemorrhage. She 
haaboen delivered seven days prerioualy of a stillborD child 
■X months old, and up to the morning of her admis^ou 
bad Booded pnrfusely. On examination, the discharge from 
tits ngina was found to be dark colored and offensive ; the 
Uterus was considerably enlarged, and sanative to pressure 
when felt through the abdominal walls; the countenance 
waa blanched, and the patient was very much reduced in 
strei^th. Tbe usual precautions were taken to prevent 
occurrence of the hemorrhage, but it returned notwith- 
standing. Aug. 2— Examination per mfuum was made, 
and the os uteri waa found dilated to the size of a quarter 
of a dollar, with a portion of the placenta presenting. The 
vagina was at once plugged and tr. ergot given. Dr. I. E. 
Taylor being in attendance, made an enamination and con- 
firmed the diagnosis, and aa the preparation of ergot failed 
to produce tbe prompt effect desired, a fresh infusion of (be 
same drug was ordered. At tliis time the hemorrhage had 
ceased, and therefore the operation of plugging was not 

r"n resorted to. About half an hour after this I visited 
patient, and found her flooding frightMly and on the 
vwgo of aynoope. The uterine pains had been severe but 
not regular. Brandy and c«rb. ammonia were given ad 
Ubitam, while I proceeded to make an examination and 
remove, if possible, the cause of the bleeding. I found the 
o« lUUted, and anfficiently dilatable to allow the hand, with 
slight pressure, to enter the cavity of the uterus, when I 
diacovered the Bxietence of an hour-glass oontraolion with 
a large portion of the placenta adherent above and below 
the oonstrietion. After a good deal of difficulty the adhft- 
rent portion was removed, but notwithstanding this the 
organ contrmcted so imperfectly that hemorrhage still con- 
tinued. Thinking that in the already exhausted condition 
of the patient the jHwmpt arrest of the flow waa of vital 
importance, I injected into the cavity of the womb a solu- 
ticm of the pemitraie of iron ( 3 i. to | iss. of water), which 
being done the flooding oeased entirely. After several 
bom ^e began to rally, and under the influence of proper 
niataining treatment she is now (Aug. ITlh) convalescmg 
very fast; 

Cask or Tnuiua. 

[R*piirt*d br SiHiHi HuoH, M.D., Acting Houh Bnrg«ni.] 

PcTEB SsANE, butcher by oocupation, of strong mus- 
cular habit, unmarried, German, aged 45. Waa admitted 
to the hospital, in the service of Dr. S. S. Crane, 
August 11th, 1860, at 6} p.m.: sufferbg from tetanic 
spasms. Patient stated that he had been employed 
in a bone-boiling establishment, and three weelcs previous 
to his admission be had received a wound in the palm of 
bis band from a small spicula of bone. He had experienced 
no trouble whatsoever Irom the wound until eight days ago, 
when he was seised with pain in the injure*! limb whicli 
extended up to the shoulder. A short period before enter- 
mg the hospital he was taken with tetanic spasms. Upon 
admission he was sufiering from attacks of opisthotonos, 
there was also considerable trismus, he being unable to open 
his mouth wide enough to admit the finger. Tliere was a 



small scar upon the palm of the right hand just over the 
metacarpal bone of tlie little £nger. Patient at first was 
unable to remain in bed fcs: more than a few minutes at a 
time, on account of the repealed occurrence of severe attacks 
of opisthotonos, which seemed to be aggravated by the 
reclining posture. He was also unable to take any fluid 
while lying down. 

Brandy was freely administered by the mouth every 
hour, and an injection of tine, assafoetida J ij. His spine 
was occasionally rubbed witli a solution of veralrine (gr. iij. 
alcohol ijA which seemed to alleviate the spasms to some 
degree. The scar upon the palm of the hand was freely 
incised and poultice! The spasms, however, continued 
every ten or fiAeen minutes with greater or less intensity. 
At 4 A.M., Aug. 12, brandy had to be discontinued by the 
mouth, so great was the difficulty of swallowing. Pulse 76. 
Patient has been improving since 11 o'clock, he has bad 
but two attacks of opisthotonos, is now quiet, tnough he has 
slept none since his admission. An iQJection of brandy J ij 
tine, axsafcetidie Sj. was administered, and brandy Jj. was 
ordered to be given by the rectum every hour, provided the 
patient was unable to swallow. This treatment was kept 
up without any modification till ten o'clock, when, altbou^ 
the patient was to tome d^ree under tbe intoxicating 
effect of the bruidy, the spasms again began to recur with 
considerable violence. At this time chloroform was admi- 
nistered by inhalation, which immediately controlled hb 
spasms. Aiid now, for the first time since tour o'clock, waa 
tli« patient able to swallow. He took S se. of Iwandy 
by mouth with five gt. of assafcetida. The inhalation was 
continued till five minutes after eleven, when he had • 
slight spasm, and ether was substituted for the chloroform. 
He now had a severe attack of opisthdlonoa^ and be- 
came livid in the face, seemingly due to tne ether, 
which produced considerable irritation of ibe larynx and 
bronchial tubes; there waa also some frothing from the 
mouth. Even while under the efltct of ether he bad 
several general spasms continuing from one to fifteen mi- 
nutes, and marked with greater or less violence. The 
respiration and pulse were also more accelerated while 
unaer this auEBSthetic than while he was under the influence 
of chloroform. 12 m. — Tliere was profuse perspiration, 
which waa greatly relieved by rubbing him with a mixtnre 
composed of brandy Oi., capsicum 3 i., chloride sodium 3 ij. 
About one o'clock be had a severe attack of opisthotonos, 
followed by a general spasm and continued tremtilinfi; of the 
lower extremities. . His pulse was 122, and small The 
bowels now moved for the first time; beef-tea and brandy 
injectiona were now given alternately with those of brandy 
and assafcetida. At 2 P.M., the ether was changed for the 
cliloroform, it acting much better and not producing audi 
irritation of the larynx and bronchial tubes. Whenever a 
i^iasm was commencing a few inhalations of the chloroform 
would check them almost entirely. 8 p.m. — Patient took 
beef tea and watt^r freely by the mouth ; he also got up and 
had his bed made. He evidently was much better, though 
his skin was hot and he complained of great heat 5 jlm., 
Aug. 13. — Hi: drank watf r and beef-tea frequently since last 
note, and had no spasm of any severity since eight o'clo*^ 
last night. Pulse 100 and of better volume than it has been. 
Fatientcontinued taking beef tea, brandy, and assafcetidaby 
mouth, which he now could open to a greater extent than 
even before. He, however, sweated profusely at times, and 
complained of great heat, which was relieved by rubbing 
him with the brandy, capsicum, and salt. All his symp- 
toms began to look so favorable that wc now hoped for a 
favorable issue, but at ei^ht o'clock he had two or three 
most violent littacks of opiotliotinos following one afterihe 
other. He died at 8.15, just at the close of one of the 
attacks; apparently from exhaustion, be having slept none 
except while he was under the influence of an aiiiesthetic. 

The post-mortem examination, which was made tn'raty^ 
eight lioure aflcr death, presented the following Mipear- 
ances ; — Body well nourished ; rigor mortis sligli^ tliough 
better marked in the lower extremities; tympanitis well 
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Post-mortem coD{;eation well marked upon the face, 
&nd back. Dark-colored blood oozed from bli nose. There 
was coDCnderable efiusion over the membranes of the spinal 
oord, which were very mnch congested. The oord w«a 
also exceedingly soltened. Brain. — Dura matar wm natu- 
ral ; superficial vessels of the brain vbtj much injected, and 
of Artensl hue ; brun subsUnce very much softened, as well 
as the raedulta oblongata. There was no effusion in tlie 
ventrides. The other organs were not examined. 



NURSERY AND CHILD'S HOSPITAL. 

Bkokcriai. Fdtbebis— PitFOtunoK of tbb BitoirciBitL Tctbi. 

In cases of tubercular disease, occurring in joung children, 
it is well known that the bronchial glands are very gene- 
rally the seat of extensive depoats. According to Killiet 
and Bartbez, these glands are, with the single ezcentioQ 
of the lungs, the parts meet frequently. invaded, ana be- 
tween the glands and the lnDc;s the difference is sUgbL 
As yet, the cases of phthisis in the Hospital have been teo 
few for any reliable deduction. Only eight post-mortem ex- 
•minationa of consumptive children have been made during 
the past fffleen months; but these go to show not only the 
frequency of tubercular depoMts in the broncial ^ands, 
but also that here they obtain their maximum size. In 
one of these cases, no tubercles were found in the lungs, but 
the glands were trsosfonned into large tubercular mosses. 
Id the subjoinecl case, Ihe right lung was free from tdber- 
cles, and only a few were found in the lefl hing, while the 
advanced state of the tubercular disease in the glands 
showed that tha/ had long been atfected. 

It is worthy of remark, that this patient's symptoms 
differed in some respects trom those laid down in the books, 
S3 occurring in bronchial phthisis. West says, "by degrees 
this cougb becomes severer ; it returns in paroxysms, not 
unlike those of pertusus. • * The respiration grows habi- 
tually oppressed and wheeling; the iace becomes pufiM 
and swollen." So for from (his being the case, his respira- 
tion was in no way aeneibly disturbed, and his cough was 
sli^t and hacking. In Uiis respect the symptoms differed 
abo from ttfbse of pnlmonary phthisis, for tubercles in the 
lung of the inljknt, if extensive, will very generally in the 
end excite inflamtnation, and then are superadded the symp- 
toms of pneumonia. 

The point, however, of greatest interest in liiis case, was 
(he penbration of the left bronchus at its first division. At 
this place were the softened remains of a large tubercular 
mass, much of which had evidently been expectorated. 
This tttbercnlir product, besides perforating the bronchus, 
had completely destroyed one of its primary branches t« 
the extent of a few lines. This branch disappeared, and 
i«appeared abruptly, and its mucous membrane, which 
esc^^ied destruction, was reddened and thickened. The 
injury \o the air tube may have been increased by remov- 
ing the lung at so distant a period after death ; but with all 
p<«nble allowance for thi.'!, it is evident tlie sir must have 
been shut off' fl«m a conuderable portion of the lefl lung 
before death, and probably it hod escaped into the pleuru 
cavity. 

[tTndertlM imvatDt. Wv. W. Johk.] 

AcorST lOlh. 1860. — G. M., aged nineteen montbs, was 
admitted into tne Hospital on the 24th iilL in an emaciated 
state. His mother is healthy, bnt bis father is in one of the 
boepitale, in the last stwe of tubercular disease. At the 
time of admisioQ, this (£ild bod an occadonal dry cough, 
but his respiration was easy and regular, and 



from pain. He had rather frequent dejections, with occa- 
Hon« vomiting. He was carefiiliy attended bv the nurse, 
and placed under sustaining treatment; but the 



material improvement, liiough his appetite was good. For 
a short time he would renve and be arauaed by objects 



around him ; but this improvement was immediately suc- 
ceeded by great prostration. His symptoms underwent no 
material change till the 7lh instant, w&eD he was noticed 
to be unnsuUy pallid and prostrated, and at one p.m. be 
suddenly died. 

Avtoptg, thrte dca/i after itath. — Bronchial g^ds much 
enlarged, and ail or nearly all of a light color: evidently 
tubercular ; for the most part they were flim, resisting pres- 
snre, but in some there was central softening. One, in 
particular, nearly the size of a hickory-nut, was so soft as to 
present a creamy appearance in tie interior. On attempt- 
ing to inflate the lungs, the ur eac^>e(l at the first division 
of the left bronchus, and on examination an ulcerated open- 
ing was found at this point ; one of the branches also was 
completely severed by the encroachment of what had 
evidently been a large tubercular mass, and a portion of tbe 
softened depoMt was still remaining. The mucous mem- 
brane of the bronchus a^oining the ulceration was raised 
and thickened, and there was general reddening of 
this surface, showing the presence of bronchitis. A 
few tubercles were found in the left kiBg. but the right 
lung qtpeared entirely free from them, ana was otherwise 
heuthy. Tbe heart, liver, spleen, and kidneys were also 
healthy; the mesenteric glands were enlarged, and a few of 
them tubercular; the intestines were not examined inter- 
nally, but their external ^pearanoe was that of health. 
Several of these deposits were exaiflined with tbe mioro* 
fomd U> contain the oharaotentio eeU in 
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HOWARD HOSPITAL OF PHILADELPHU. 
Erx AMD EiR DarARTii xi CT. 

[Aiml Bni^aoa, Liimici Tvunnu, H.D.] 
In this institution, in explorations of tbe ear, Mr. Wilde's 
tubular ear speculum is preferred, the modiBcation of Mr. 
Toydbee having been carafhily tned in a large number of 
cases, and not found to answer. 

fhreig* BodUt im 1A< Ear. — In the Tunoval of foreign 
bodies, the following rules should be borne in mmd : — 

Tbe presence and pressure of such bodies in the external 
auditory meatus cause pain, swelling, and inflammatioD. 
resulting in a discharge of serum, mucus, or even pns, and 
frequency terminating in perforatiui of the membnna 
tympanL AnKStfaeliGa should be employed, lest in the 
of the patient injury be done to this delicate 
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In all cases where the foreign body is small and smooth, 
like a bead or pebble, the injection of tepid water or oA 
will often dislodge it by the rrfni of the liquid. 

It must be bonie in mind that in adults the vertioBl dia- 
meter of the oanal is greater than its transverse, while in 
young children the reverse holds good; also, that the mem- 
brana tympani being inclined from above downward^ and 
from without inwarfa, care must be taken not to force the 
foreign body into the angle which is formed at the inner 
extremity of the canaL 

The best forms of instruments are those which are thin 
and delicate, in two pieces, sHs^tly curved at the extremity, 
with an opening to receive the foreign body, over which 
they may De united, or a small steel hook or spoon, whit^ 
is to be parsed beyond the extraneous substance, and then 
turned. "Fhe most important consideration is, that but 
dight force ^ould be em^oyed, as sewrol cases have oonM 
under the knowledge of Dr. T.^ where loss of heanng has 
resulted from carelessnesa in this respect. 

When collections of cerumen are to be removed, syring- 
ing should not be continued more than three to 6ve minnte^ 
if necessary to be repeated in a day or two. It is also beat 
to nse a weak solution of the carbonate of soda or potaasa. 
To get rid of the air, which is a great source of annoyance 
to the patient, the elastic syringe of Davidson is used. . 
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WHAT SHALL WE DO WITH THE INSANE T 
Thi wretched condiUon of the Inune confined in the 
toaatj AtmS'hoiiKB of the State or New York ia beginaiitg 
to tttract pnblic attention, and an indignant public will, ere 
long, demand at the Legislature that attention -which it 
•eema so unwilling to graoL It is true that the State 
lua granted money liberally for the erection of a Central 
Lunatic Aaylum, and that a portion of the ineane hare been 
properly provided for, but even at the time of ilH erecUon 
(twenty years ago) it was admitted that it would not 
accommodate one-half of those requiring its care and pro- 
tection. Whether insanity is or is not on the increase, in 
proportion to the population, we have not the means of 
determining, but that there haa been a rapid IncreaM in the 
numbers of those needing public care and protection admits 
of no queetion. Large numbers of the insane are now con- 
fined in Poor-houses and Alros-bouaes, with no other care 
than that of the Keeper, wboee time b occupied with other 
cares; who is <^ten totally ignoraot oftbenatureof insanity: 
sud who too oft*u has but two motives cf action, vis. to 
get along wiUi as little trouble as possible to himself, 
Hid the least possible expense to the county. The welfare 
or comfort of the poor patient seldom or never enters into 
consideration. We have no doubt, however, that those 
who have the care of the insane under such circumstanoee, 
err more frequently from a want of proper conveniences 
or from a lack of knowledge of what could be done, 
and what requires lo be done, than from any wilful or inten- 
tional neglect. It is necessary that every insane patient 
ibonld in one sense be conndered a tooni of the State, and 
that the Legislature has not done its duty until its super- 
vision is extended lo aU At ituant, wherever confined, or 
wherever found. If the exigencies of sodetj require that 
a man shoukl be deprived of his property and liberty, and 
his person confined without any crime on his part, society 
is at least bound to see that he is not subjected to atiuse or 
unnecessary restraint and severi^; the State should also 
see that his wants are supplied, and that he is made h 
comfortable as his unhappy condition will permit The 
beta relating to this sut>ject need but be known, to 
excite indignation and pity in every humane mind. In 
the State of New York, where certainly the insane poor 
are treated as well as in any other Stale in the Union, there 
may be daily witnessed in poor-house "mad-wards" sunh 
scenes aa shame humanity, and di^raoe our boasted 
eivilisation. " The treatment of luoatioa and idiots in these 
houses is frequently abusive," — say the Committee that 
visited our Charitable Institutions and Poor-houses in 1856. 
— " The cells and slieds where they are confined, are 
wretched abodes, ofren wholly unprovided with bedding. 
In meet cases female lunatics had none but male attend- 
ants. * * * In some poor-hoisea the Committee found 
lunatics, both male and female, in c^a in a state c^ nudity. 
The cells were intolerably offensive, littered with long accu- 



mulated filth of the occupants, and with straw reduced to 
chaff by long use as bedding, portions of which, minted 
with the Gltb, adhered to the persona of the inmates, and 
formed the only coming tbey bad." Such were the ugfata 
witnessed by Senator Bradford and his aesociatea as they 
went from town to town in the State whose pxrad motto 
is — "Excelsior I" To this painful subject we wilt refer 
more fully in a future article, and our columns will ever be 
open to the faithful exposure of such abuses and woes of tfae 
insane and the helpless. Turn we now to the more humane 
provisions which the State has made at its great Central 
Asylum. Not only do the managersof that institution tes- 
tify to the painful truth of the facts just mentioned, but 
they speak of the utter inadequacy of that Asylum for tfae 
care of even a moiety of the insanity in tfae counties 
dependent upon it as their only remedial hope. 

The Superintendent <^ the State Lunatic Asylom at 
Utica, Dr. Oiay, in his report made in 1S5&, says : — 

" The Institution has been constantly crowded, tfae daily 
average beine five hundred and nin& which is thirty-six 
above that of any previous year. • * • We have "now, 
however, reached tlie fullest capacity of the buildings, and 
cannot expect, nor .would it be wise, to extend the arrange- 
ments for more than the present number of patients. It 
will be observed that we have received an average of one 
patient for every week-day throughout the year, and yet 
we have been compelled to refuse pressing applicatioos 
from all parts of this, and from other StsLoe. We have also 
been obliged, as in former years, to send home to the care 
of friends, and to the receptacles connected with the county 
houses, annmberofpatiente as unimproved. Of the eighty- 
six thus discharged, thirty-four were quiet, harmless, and 
easily cared for m tfaeir families ; thirteen were incurable, 
and were removed to institutions in this or other States, 
for permanent custodial care ; nine, whose friends were 
unable longer to meet tlieir expenses, were removed, in 
order to be taken care of in rooms especiallv arranged for 
them in their houses; thirty were more or less demented^ 
though apt sometimes to be noisy and destructive, and 
therefore difficult of care in county receptacles, where the 
means of moral and even medical care are generally very 
inadequate. Indeed such cases are usually confined io 
small rooms, and not unfrequcntty chuned and manacled, 
other restraint not being deemed sufficient to prevent them 
from destroying their clothing, and demolishing the wooden 
or lath and plaster walla generally adopted in such cheap 
structures. While many of these cshcs would have fiirther 
improved by protracted treatment, the great majority were 
incurable. Among the more hopeless of recovery were 
those who remained more or leas violent, and jet were 
necessarilv removed to make room for recent , cases, still 
more difficult of care, and who were in the stages of 
disease offering the best hopee of restoration. Muiy of 
those heretofore sent away as incurable have been returned, 
the circumstances surrounding them among their friends^ or 
at the county houses, exciting their violent propensities, 
and rendering theni cminendj dangerous, except under the 
discipline of an organized institution." 

The Report of the New York City Lunatic Asybm also 
shows a continued increase in the number of patients. Dr. 
Ranney says: — "Bevdes tfae inmates of this Institution, 
there are at least two hundred insane persons in other de- 
partments of tfae Idand. Their number is increasing with 
such rapidity, from year to year, that it seems necessary to 
collect definite facts to show the reasons of this result" 

The Editor of the Journal of InttmUy, in view of the 
above facts, makes the fdlowing comment : — " The urgent 
necessity thus indicated, of further provision for the insane 
in this State, has been so frequent, for so long a time, and 



Digitized by 



Cjoogic 



m Medial TlmM. 



WHAT SHALL WE DO WITH THE INSANE ! 



8<|>t 1, 1MB. 153 



from BO many different directions, pressed upon the notice 
of Uie Legislature, Ihat a total neglect u> meet its demands 
has become discreditable in the highest degree. The lack 
of any welt considered theory and any definiu policy in 
the administnlion of great public chuities, is also as un- 
worthy the intelligence of a community as the sad results 
are » reproach to ila generosity and Christian sympathy." 

When the 6ret Act was passed by the New York Legis- 
lature for the erection of a State Lunatic Asylum, in 1838, 
CommismonefS were appointed, whose duties were to pre- 
pare a plan adapted to the wants of the Stale, and which 
was to be submitted to the state officers, and if approved 
by them, was tj> be adopted. Tlie CommissiDners, aRer 
visiting most of the Asylums in the United Slates and con- 
ferring witli tlic different super! ntendeats, matured a plan 
which was submitted to the stale officers and approved by 
them. Accordingly, in conformity with the directions of 
the fjegislature, the CommiEsionere commenced the erection 
of the several buildings contemplated. The original plan 
contemplated the erection of four distinct buildings, incloa- 
ing a hollow square of several acres, and connected with 
each other at the angles by verandas. The four buildings 
were intended to accommodate one thousand patients sad 
their necessary attendants, such being the amount of accom- 
modation deemed necessary by the Commissioners and 
state officers, in 1836, more than twenty years back. The 
present site of the Stat« Asylum was purchased, the citi- 
sens of TJtics contributing liberally towards the purchase. 
The foundations of the four proposed buildings were liud, 
when the Legislative appropriations were exhausted. An 
application was made to the next Legislature for additional 
funds, but, becoming alarmed at the prospect of expendi- 
ture, on making on additional ^propriation they directed 
the Compiasioners to apply the funds to the erection of one 
of the proposed buildings. This was done. By an Act of 
the Legislature, passed May 26, 1841, a Board of Trustees 
w«s (fpointed, who were required " by such committee of 
their number as they shall appoint, to visit institutions 
for the keeping and management of lunatics in this and 
other states, and ioqnire into their government, organiza- 
tioD, and internal arrangements ; and submit to the Legida- 
ture a system for the government, discipline, and manage- 
ment of the State Lunatic Asylum ; and regulations for the 
admission of patients." The Report was made January 7, 
1842. At its close, the Trustees state : 

"In conclusion, the trustees indulge the opinion, that 
nnder such an organization, and a system of discipline and 
management as is herein indicated, the Asylum will fulfil 
the benevolent objects of the government, and the just ex- 
p0Ct*tion of the community. Yet it should not be foc^t- 
t«n, that what the state has now done — the erection of the 
preeentedilice — forma buttbe smallest and most insi^iGcant 
bnk of a mighty chain of merciful measures, which must 
lengthen with our increased acquaintance with the laws of 
(bt human mind, and can only terminate when the insane 
are out of the land." * 

The single building erected could accommodate only trom 
250 to 300 patients, whilst, in 1841, the SecreUry of Slate 
had reported more than 600 Ihnatics supported at the pub- 
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lie charge, exclusive of several counties from which no 
report had been received. The Trustees estimate that, ex- 
clusive of those confined on Btackwell's Island, there were 
four hundred and thirty lunatic paupera in the state con- 
fined in jails and poor-houses. There are now more tbu 
twice that number. The Asylum had been but a short 
time in operation, under the judicious management of the 
late Dr. Brigham, when it was not only found totally 
inadequate to the wants of the State, hut from the bmited 
means for oUssiGcation, it was paralysed m iU efforts, and 
was not as well adapted for the purpose as a single build- 
ing which had been intended to be complete within itself; 
and not a part of a large establishment An appropriation 
was finally made by the Legislature to erect new buildjnga. 
The original plan was abandoned by the Board of Uana- 
gera under the advice of the Superintendent, and the new 
buildings were erected as wings to the former building 
doubling the accommodation. The utmost capacity of the 
Asylum, at the present lime, admits about five hundred. 
Thus it is seen, that as early ae 1840 the first Board of 
Commis^oners recommended provision for one thousand 
patients. The Trustees, in 1842, say that the building 
then erected should be only the beginning. 

Since that period, numerous and /epealed applications 
have been made to the Le^ature, for the erection of new 
asylums for fiirther accommodation of the insane. An 
Asylum has been erected in 1868, in Auburn, for insane 
convicts from the prisons; but this affords but sl^t 
relief to the hundreds who have been guilty of no crimen 
but are now hmguishing, or suffering worse torture than the 
criminals, in our poor-houses and alms-houses. The period 
has at length arrived when the subject ceo no longer be 
ignored or postponed ; the moans of the poor maniac con- 
fined in dungeons, or chained to the floor, must and will be 
heard ; the cruelties inflicted on this most helpless class of 
our fellow-citizens are a disgrace to a civilised community. 
The Lepslature must either provide for their wants by the 
erection of additional asylums, or exercise some supervinon 
over their tfeatment, in the places where they are now con- 
fined. 

In a subsequent article we propose to review the differ- 
ent plans of rehef which have been at times recommended, 
and consider the question whether it would not be wiser 
to establish some well devised and matured plan for the 
protection of the insane, and other Charities of the State, 
than allow them, as heretofore, lo be governed by tempo- 
rary expedients. 



Wi publish the following announcement, which speared 
in the public prints, in order to give it publicity in the me- 
dical profession, for which it seems especially designed : — 

Ofllea or th* CoDiailiiJnntn of Pnbllc CturtOu ud OomctlOD, ) 
K»«OBd»,PlirtN«wrort,AotlS.18«). f 

To THK^fsDicAL Professiok. — The Commissioners of 
Public Charities and Correction will receive applications 
from Medic*!. Studerts, Graduates from Uedical Colleges 
d* eminence, for the positions, now vacant, as Assistaitf 
Phvsiouns at Randalls Island Hospital for the Treatment 
of Children, and at the Island Ho«)it4 on Blackwell's Island, 
for the Treatment of Adults. Also for the position of two 
Assistant Physicians at the Lunatic Asylum, and one Assist- 
ant Physician at Island Hospital on Blackwell's Island, the 
vacancies of wliich will or '*■ 



n the 1st of September next. 
lyCjOOglC 



Applicants will present their testimoDials as to their qualifi- 
cations to the undersigned ConunissionerB. 

8. Drapkb, M. H. Qrinnell 

Jab. B. KiDHOisoR, Isuo Bkll, Jr.,| 

Conunisaioners. 

The paper in which this advertisement appeared con- 
tuned the following explanatory paragraph : — 

" The twenty-six assiBtant-physicians in the variouB hos- 
pitals have heretofore been appointed on the recommenda- 
tion of the head physicians, but the Commissioners of 
Obaritiefl and CSorrection have introduced a new system in 
this respect Tbe^ believe that the present method is liable 
to abuse, and that it gives an opportunity for a avstem <rf 
bvoritism injurious to the hospital practice. Tney have 
accoi:dingly advertised for proposals, and will receive sealed 
mplicatJons, in which persons desirous of obtaining the 
plaoes are expected to state their claims and give their re- 
coauneadations. From these applications the Board wilt 
make seleotions." 

The method of appointing the medical assistants in the 
institations above named gives the chief medical officer the 
power of nominating the applicant, whom he has selected, 
to the Board of Commissioners, who may confirm or reject 
the candidate at their pleasure. We can conceive of no 
system of appointing subordinate medical officers, in an 
me^tution having a resident medical head, more just than 
this, and more likely to result in the selection of an efficient 
staff of aaaistuite. But the Commissioners, in their zeal to 
refonn the Alma House Department, have, it would seem 
now nndertidcen to fill the subordinate medical appoint- 
mNite without previous consultation with the resident phy- 
sicians of the several institutions in which these vacancies 
occur. Favoritism on the part of the medical officers in 
making the selection of aasistants, mjurious to the hospital 
practice, is alleged to be the cause of this change. This 
statement would seem to imply that the Commissioners 
have not sufficient confidence in these officers to entrust 
them with the selection of their assistants. If this is thecaae 
the reform should certainly commenee with the diacharge of 
these officials, and the appointment of reliable men. We 
believe that the system which the Commissioners are about 
to inaugurate can never work harmoniously, for the follow- 
ing reasons :— 1. The educational quahfications of the ap- 
plicant cannot be determined by the recommendations 
which he may produce. Every medical man who has had 
any experience in the selection of medical assiatanla in our 
hospitals, knows well that Uie applicant who is bolstered 
with testimonials is, in general, the least qualified, and re- 
quires the moat searching examination. 2. The medical 
assistant is subordinate to the resident physician in all his 
duties, and it is but right that his ^«cial qualifications 
riiould be approved by hia superior. This is necessary also 
to that harmony which should exist in the resident medical 
staff of a hospital 

The story of the resurrection of the pirate Hicks, by the 
aid of electro-chemical baths, set afloat by an oWcure paper 
seeking notoriety, illustrates forcibly the moral tone as well 
as the general inteUigence of those who conduct some of 
our secular papers. Though the report was far more im- 
probable than the odebrated Moon Hoax, one paper, at 
kaat, acknowledges that its reporUrs were sent to the Mar- 
shal's oflSce, and also to the physicians whose names were 
connected with the stoij, to ascertain the truth of the 
rumor] 
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Ihtrauubal interments in cities and large towna should 
be prohibited by law. In the upper wards of the City of 
New York the dead are daily interred in localities that in 
less than twenty years will be densely popubted. Corres- 
pondents of the daily press, and the numerously signed me- 
morials to legislative bodies, are ever reiterating the clums 
of the silent dead, and maintaining the sanctity of places of 
sepulture ; and to all this, our instinctjve affections, and all 
the considerations and reminiscences that duster about the 
departed, heartily respond. But in addition to the cona- 
deratjons which the universal sense of humanity intuitively 
presents, there is another and scarcely less important — 
(hough hygienic reason — why the sacred ashes of the dead 
should not be exhumed, nor their places of sepulture be 
profaned hy converting them into places of residence, or 
into marts and avenues of trade. The earth ofa well-Siled 
burial-ground ia necessarily saturated with mephitic gaset 
to such an extent that even after thedead have been ex- 
humed, such places are unfit and dangerous sites for dtrel- 
lings. In view, therefore, of the interests of human health, 
as well as of the sanctity of human sepulchres, we utter our 
protestations against all needless interference with the re- 
mains of the dead in their graves, and against the continu- 
ance of interments in dties or places that are liable here- 
after to be disturbed by the demands of trade. Let the 
dead be buried in rural and suburban grounds, naturally or 
artificially secluded for ever from the encroachments erf 
Mammon. And for the benefit of the pubUc health and the 
rights of the living, no less than for the memories of the 
grave, let all existing cemeteries in cities and in village« be 
by statute preserved as public grounds, where, otherwise, 
the lungB of crowded etreete would become wholly ob- 
structed. Kept inviolable, like the Athenian DiXHyiui, theae 
long used resting-places of the dead — with health-giving 
sunlight and ajr, green trees, dowering shrubs, and the &»- 
grant turf — will impart fresh vigor to the bring ; knd in 
thus perpetuating and improving such natural reservoirs of 
fresh air and health, citjes would discover that great hygi- 
enic principle which lay hidden in the saying of the Scythian 

"BflH la Ptldglg tmfi^." 

Again we aay, let all the old cemeteries in our cities mad 
populous villages be preserved as muM of health and nBtxir*] 
beauty. 

Wb are pleased to notice in the reorganiiatjon of the 
New York Medical College, the establishment of * Cbwr 
of Infantile Pathology and Therapeutics. This is the first 
time that this most important department of practical me- 
dicine haa received in this country the con^deration which 
it merits, being generally incorporated with the chair of 
midwifery, and consequently receiving but Utile attention. 
it ia gratifying to notice also that the gentleman selected (o 
fill this chair. Dr. Jacobi, is in every reelect qualiliect to 
render it popular with tlie profession and students. We 
trust that other schools will follow the example, and esta- 
blish chairs devoted to the elucidation of the d 
children. 



the conclusion,— 

is less dangerous than chloroform; that anassthesta is ob- 
tained as well and as certainly by ether as by chlOTOfonn ; 
and therefore that ether ought always to be preferred to 
chloroform, the inconvenience of it being sli^t 



Digitized by 



Google 



Amvku Uodkul TloHa. 



JjbUlDS. 



Ob IsTiMTlLB MOKIAUTY iXD TEt EBT.lBLiaBIIB)IT Of H<J»- 

piTAM ton Sick Cbildhw. By William Moobb, A.B., 

M.B., Phyeician to the Ho«pit&l Tor DiseaseB of Childr^, 

Ac. DubUn : 1859. pp. 27. 

At » foBtival in aid of the funds fbr the Hospital Tor Sick 

Children, London, the Chairman, &Ir. Chtrks Dickens, 

" That from the earlieat dejrs of hi» life it had been one 
of his naxinis to disbeUeve the man who told bim that he 
took no interest in children. He felt still bound to that 
principle by all sorts of coDHilie^Btjonf^ becauM he knew 
that any heart that could toughen itaelf againxt these little 
pieople, iDuet be wanting in so many humaninng experi- 
enoee, as to be a perfect monstrosity in nature." 

The subject of this pamphlet is one that in the opinion 
of Uie author, and in our own also, should interest every 
one. If it ia true, as stated by Mr. Simon, "that a high 
local iufantile mortality must neces.sarily indicate a high 
local prevaleuoe of those causes which determine a de|ceii»- 
ratioQ of race," it is of the utmost importaoce to search out 
and remove the causes of sunh mortality. 

The author first exhibits the infantile mortality of dilTerent 
countries, and then the measures that hat-e been adopted 
for the rdief of this class of snfferers. In England 28 per 
cent of all bom perish before the end of the fitUi year; in 
Jjoadoa 36 per cenL perish before the lOlh year; in Scot- 
land 40 per cent, of the entire deaths are under fire years 
of age; in IJTerpool nearly half a generation is exhausted 
at the same age ; in AuetraUa the deaths greatly exceed the 
births in some seasons of the year. The statistics of in- 
fimtile mortality of New York are obtained IVom Dr. Reese's 
pAper in the Transactions of the American Medical Associa- 
tion for 1857, and are thus stated : 

" In the city of New York, the whole mortality of the 
last half century amounted to 363,242 (including the still- 
born), whilst the number of deaths under fire years of age 
were 17li,043, which ia nearly 49 per cent of the entire 
city mortality. That the infant mortality in New York is 
on the increase, is evident. In 1953, the deaths imder five 
years of age numbered 12,963, while in 1843, only 4,r>89 
Bucb deaths occurred, showing an increase of 8,375 within 
ten years, which is vastly beyond the proportioned increase 
of ^e population of the cit7 during the decennial period, 
as shown by the census. This increased infant mortality 
in 1853, compared with 1843, is in a ratio very far beyond 
that of the aggregate of the deaths in persons of all ages. 
The deaths under" five years in 1853 were 12,063, while the 
deaths of all others in the city, of every age, numbered 
only 9,749— so that the infant mortnlily exceeded all the 
other intermcnia for that jenr by 3,224 1" 

Passing over the interesting investigation of the diseases 
which prove fatal to the young, the reader will be interested 
in the notioea of the different institutions for sick children 
-whidi have been created. The Hospital for Sick Children, 
of Iioiidon, was established in 1852 : 

" This valuable hospital, patronized by her Majeety the 
Queen, has for its oMects: 1. The medical and surgical 
treatment of poor children. 2. Tlie attainment and diflu- 
eion of knowledge regarding the diBeasea of children. 3, 
The training of nurses for children. 

"The Tikes of November 9, 1857, writes of this institu- 
tion thus: 'It is still the only hospital in the metropolia 
specially set apart for the reception of aick children, whilst 
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yet 400 out of every 1,000 deaths last year in this city, 
were staled by the officer of health to be those of infants 
under five years old.' The following liu:ts shew the urgent 
necessity for the due support of this and similar institubona 
in the great metropolis : 1. The mortality of children under 
ten years, is onty 2 per cent, less than it was fifty years 
ago ; of 50,000 persons dying annually in London, 21,000 
are children under that age. The hospitals of London are 
inadequate to afford accommodation for sick children. In 
January, 1843, of 2,363 patieniA in all Ihe hospitals, only 
26 children were under ten, suffering from diaewes peculiar 
to their age. Medical knowledge concerning children's 
diseases, is ver^ defective, owing to the want of sufficient 
opportunities for their study. A special hospital for chil- 
dren is needed, because the proper care fbr sick children 
requires special arrangements. Children's hospitals have 
been established with success in seventeen of^ the chief 
dties of Europe, but there was not one in the United King- 
dom until the present hospital was established. We find 
that during the post year, 325 in-pntients and 9,026 out- 
patients have been admitted, making a total of 1,4S3 in- 
patients, and 39,330 out-patienta, viio l^ve received the 
oene6l8 of this hospital since it was opened in February, 
1852." 



" This institution, founded in 1816, originally bore the 
name of the Royal Infirmary for Children, and was esta- 
blished for the purpose of rendering prompt medical aid to 
the inlant poor of the metropolis. It contains 16 beds for 
in-patients, 13 of which are appropriated to the Parish of 
Lambeth, and 3 open to the metropolis generally. The 
Parish of Lambeth has been the means, through the 
Trustees of the Haylcs' Estate, of materially assisting the 
charity, by an annual payment of jC450 towards its funds, 
on the coodition tliat 13 out of the 16 beds be appropriated 
to its parishioners. Thus, the original iotentiOQ of tha 
founders to convert the Infirmary into an Hospital has been. 
accomplished, and the sphere of its usefulness considerably 
enlarged. The average cumber of cases benefited up to 
the present time has been at the rate of 5,000 an- 
nually." 

Of the Clinical Hospital for Diseases of Children, Man- 
diester, the author says: 

" The objects of this institution ai« set forth : it is in- 
tended not more as a charity than as a clinical achocd fcff 
the department of medical sdenoe to which it is devoted. 
To carry on scientific inveetigations into the cauaea, nature^ 
and treatment of diseases of children; to inquire into Ibe 
causes and character of the principal infantile diaeases pre- 
valent in Manchester, the progress of physical development 
in childhood, and the causes which binder its due advance- 
ment; the different modes adopted among the poorer 
clasaee, of nursing, feeding, and managing their children, 
with the development reqiectively of health and dieanee: 
to impart instruction to mothers and nurses, and to spread 
sound principles on the subject of nursing and mana^og 
cliildren amongst the lower ranks : to afiord te students 
and young praclitioQers opportunities of acquiring practical 
knowledge in this branch of medicine, and to delivw peri* 
odically for this purpose, clinical lectures, illustrated with 
appropriate csHea, on (be importance of separate establish- 
menls for infantile dudcases." 

The following interesting skeloh of CoDtiDental HospitaJa 
we quote at length : 

"Turning to our continental neighbors, and as if before 
entering the Hospital of the Enfans Ualades at Paris, lei 
us calmly review the following general statement lately 
made by M. Berlillon before the Acaiiemy of Medicine ot 
Paris. In a period of ten years there have been in France 
9,700,000 births, and of these children 1,500,000 died 
within the first year of life. Out of 1000 female bbtha 



,v Google 



166 

858 girl* reach ,fte »go of one yew, whereas 1000 male 
births yield but 858 boys one year afterwards. In other 
words and in round aumbern, it may be sud that out of 
100 children of each sex from birth to one year of age, the 
annual deathii are 20 boye and 16 girls, viz. one fifth part 
<rf the boys and one sixih of the girls. This law i* ao con- 
stant that it holds good for the whole country or each 
department taken separately, with eitremely slight varia- 
tion. The total number of sick children treated in the 
Hospital of the Bnfitna Ualadea in 1855 was 3718, deaths 
694, or at the rata of 18.66 i>er cent. : for a period of years 
the averse mortality was about 1 in 5.20, or about 19.25 
per cent The number of b^da usually occupied is about 
320, and the annual expense of each £25 ; daily cost of each 
patient about 17 pence. 

" The Empress Eugenie has established an hospit^ for 
the treatment of diseases incidental to children, called 
after herself. In the year 1855 an average of 308 beds 
were filled. In this institution the rate of mortality was 
1 in 6.09 in 1854, and in 5.46 in 1856. 

"St Anne's Bospital for uck children at Vienna, is weQ 
worthy of comment; it now forms an integral part of the 

f'ustly celebrated medical school of Vienna, founded by the 
ate Professor Mauthner ; it continued to thrive under his 
can for an average of nineteen years. Previous to 1855, 
the ratio of mortality has been as high aa 24.50 per cent 
The cost of each pauent, the strictest regard being had to 
economy, has been reduced to 23 shilling, the mean daily 
coot of each about 16 pence : 49 physicians availed them- 
Belvea of the clinical instruction afforded on this most im- 
porUnt branch of medical science ; and 78 females were 
instructed aa regards the hygienic princinles of managing 
children, not only in sickness but in health — the out- 

EttienU numbered 4,146. The mortality amongst this 
,tter class was about 6.6 per cent 

" A branch hospital has been established at Baden, thus 
affording to the scrofiilous patients an opportunity of using 
Vbe mineral waters. The contingent expenses thus incurred 
were met by a theatrical benefit The occasional endow- 
ment of a bed or beds, to which the name of the founder 
is appended, clothes, and various contributions, arc equiva- 
lenta to revenue to a great extent ; and thus this hospital 
has been enabled to save a reserve fund of £750 which, 
added to the capital, tends to secure its independence. The 
annual cost of the working of this institution is about 
£1000. 

" The Children'* Hospital at Berlin (Ehaabeth's), founded 
in 1843, has since been sedulously patroniwd by her Ma- 
jesty, the Queen. This institution, owing to ciTic commo- 
tions and other causes, has not been able to furnish more 
than fifty beds for the object of the charity. The revenue 
ftir the year 1855, is made up of various contributions be- 
Mdes money, viz. clothing, fniils, medicines, toys, Ac, the 
names of the donors being carefully inserted in the report 
B^ contracting the sphere of its usefulness, not only has 
this institudon been enabled to weather the stormy political 
^ears it has passed, but a balance of SOO dollars in its favor 
IS specified m the last account The building contains a 
play-room, bowdes the open air play-ground, and a nice 
Karden. The debt on the buildiiip now amounts to only 
600 dollars. The mana^ng committee of this institution, 
is composed of members of the nobility, medical profeaaion, 
clergy, and others, besides the committee of ladies, who 
take a lively interest in the economic department, and in 
seeing tha directions of the physicians fully carried out 
The city of Serlin supports another similar institution. 
The average mortality in the Elizabeth's Hospital for the 
past seven years has been 1 in 8.5 or 11.7 per cent, 

"From the report of the Children's Hospital at Stockholm 
for 1855, we find 183 patients were admitted : the mean 
number of beds filled was (hirty-one ; average time of resi- 
dence siity-lhree days, and mortaLly 20 per cent ; in the 
year 1854, 17 per cent 

" Professor Von Duben arranges hispatiente on admission 
in three dasaes: first apparently hopeless: second, danger- 



ous ; third, simple ailments. Eigliteen cases were ad- 
mitted of the first class, of whii£ sixteen proved &tal: 
fdxty-six of the second daas were admitted — of these 
eighteen died : of the third division, niuety-niue were 
registered, and only three died. Of eighty-gis students 
attending the Hedioo-Chirurgical Institute of Stoekbotm, 
fifty-thiee attended the dinique for sick diildren, so aUy 
conducted by Professor Von Duben, 'Hnas, and Sanies- 
After a notice of the institution established in Dublin, 
in 1822, the author condudes with the following interest- 
ing comparison of the mortality among children within and 
without these iq>ecial hospitals : 

'■ We ha*e already seen that the mortality of children in 
London up to the tenth year, is about 35 per cent, and the 
mortality in the Children's Hospital averages 14 per cent 
This, though not a very low mortahty, yet is a very bvor- 
able contrast In Manchester, where the computation is 
that 55 per cent of children die before they realch the age 
of five year^ the mortality, according to the last report of 
the Children's Ho^itiU, was at the rate of 13 3.6 per cent 
But looking to the returns of the continental in^tutiona, 
we find that in Vienna, taking a mean of eighteen year^ 
the deaths of children of all looses amount to 60 per cent 
and the aver^ mortality of the Children's Horoital about 
24^ per cent These percentages are appaOingly high ; ereu 
the mortality in the adnlt hospitals in V ienna ranges as high 
as 14 per cent equal to that of the London Children's Hos- 
pital Over all Austria the computation ia, that 26 per 
cent of diildren bom die in their first year, and 37 per 
cent within the first four years. 

" In Paris, in 1820, * 1441, or neariy 33 per cent pei^ 
iahed in the two first years of infancy : in the Sfleen yean 
previous to 1831, Uie average de«ths of all children bom 
w^ro upwards of 18 per cent within the firat year, and 28 
per cent before the completion of the fourth year of exists 
ence. For a long average of years lOi per cent has been 
the average mortality in the great hospital for aick children 
in Pans." 

"Casper, the eminent statistidm, has informed os that in 
Berlin in an average of forty years, up to 1822, all otuldron 
bom there, 52 per cent died in the firat year ; while during 
the war in the eariy part of the present century, 71 per 
cent perished. An average of years shows the mortaut^ 
of the Hospital for Sick Children in Berlin to be only abottt 
11 per cent . 

''Of 1,066 children under seven years of age in the bespi- 
ts at Milan in 1866, the deaths were 168, or 15-76 per 
oent ; of youths from eight to fifteen years 2096 were 
treated, and the deaths were 154, or 7.35 per cent" 



Special Hospitals. — The construction of ho^itals for 
the treatment of special diseases, is now strongly opposed 
by the leading physicians and surgeons of London, In a 
paper numerously signed, it is stated — " The practice is 
injurious — First, because in the maintenance of namerons 
small establishments the funds designed for the direct reHef 
of the sick poor are wasted in the useless multiplication of 
expensive buildings, salaries, and hospital appliances, and in 
the custom of constanlJy advertising to attract public att«n- 
tion. Secondly, because the public ia led to believe that 
particular daases of disease e*a be more sucoMsfiilly Mated 
m the small special institutions than in the general ho^i* 
pitals — sn assumption directly contrary to evidence ; the 
fact being that the resources of tlie general hospitals are in 
every respect superior to those of the speciBl institutions 
allutfed to. Thirdly, because it is essential for the interests 
of the public, with a view to the efficient education of stu- 
dents preparing for the practice of the medical profeaeion, 
that all forms of disease should, as far as possible, be col- 
lected in tite general hospitals to which medical schools are 
attached." 
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OBSTETRICS AND DISEASES OF WOMEN. 
Bt E. NoMOEiuTn, M.D. 
On Ptri- Uierau SmnatoeeU and tia IVtatmenL Bj G. R. 
BiuuN. (ZtiUchri/t d. Oat^haft d. AenU tu Wten. An- 
tKiry, 1860.) — Alter % few preliminarj remarks on the dif- 
ferent forms of the diseitBe, as far &s it has reference to ori- 
gin and seat fintra uid extra-peritoneal), Dr. Brann pro- 
ceeds to give uie complete history of some cases, which oc- 
cuired in hia clinique for female cuaeaaes. The first of these 
iostaoces has certiUD pointa of interest, and reads aa fol- 
lows : — Mrs. R. Schmidt, 34 jeara of age, entered the ho»- 
pitaJ on the 29th of June, ISSD. Her courses appeared for 
the first time when she was 17 years old, and continued 
regular for three jeara; about that time^ when 21 years of 
age, she became pregnant, and was delivered of her firrt 
wild. After this she bad three more children, all of these 
were deliyered without difBoulty by the aasiatance of a mid- 
wife. Towards the end of Mav 1859, the patient attended 
her field-work at the time ol her being unwell, and was 
during this occupation seized with violent pains in the lower 
^lart of the abdomen, which lasted for a couple of 'lays, be- 
ing accotopauied with vomiUng, and constipation of the 
bowels. Eight daya previouB to her admission into the 
hospital, her Ulness increased in intensity, the disuharge of 
urine became painful, and at last so much impeded that it 
could only be Toided by repeated introduction of the 
catheter. On examining the abdomen, a tumor was dis- 
covered aa large as a man's fist, very tender to the touch 
mtuated on the left aide as high as the iliac spine. Through 
the vagina it could be ascertained t^at the lower section 
of this tumor, which occupies the retrc-uterine cul de sac, 
reached as far down as the floor of the pelvis, compreeaing 
the vagina ; the neck of the womb appeared to be raised 
above and presaed against the symphysis pubis. The 
tumor itself was elastic and fluctuating, but immovable. 
The rectum was ^tuated behind the mass and was some- 
what compressed; cathelerism of the bladder met with no 
obstacle. Although the presence of a retroflection of a 
pregnant uterus or of an ovariocele appeared to be improba- 
ble, a restitution of this pelvic tumor was attempted on 
July 1st, and failed. After this a uterine sound was intro- 
duced into the womb ; it passed ^te easilv in the usual di- 
rection as far as 3', so that its pomt could be perceived dia- 
tanctly H" above the mons veneris, below the fundus of 
the uterus which latter appeared to be quite movable. 
Thus iotra-uterine pregnancy, retroflesio uteri, and ovario- 
- cete could be excluded. In order to rebeve the patient of 
the distressing Bymptomsirom retention of urine, the retro- 
uterine tumor was tapped on July 5th by means of an or- 
^nary trocar, and thus a couple of ounces of a reddish- 
brown fluid wore emptied. Immediately after the opera- 
tion, the tumor diminished in size, the vaginal portion des- 
cended about one inch, and the urine coulo be freely passed. 
The upper section of the tumor, however situated above 
the symphysis and close by the lefl iliac spine, did not col- 
lapse. Dr. Braun therefore led the canula inside the tumor 
for neariy three days, during which period there came away 
about one pound of blood and pus. After this the fever 
disappeared entirely, and on July 15th only a veir limited 
quantity <^ healthy pus escaped from the wound, the tumor 
disappeared entirely, the patient was discharged entirely 
well on the SOlh of July. 

This very 'interesting case is followed by the history of 
two more observations, one of an ante-uterine, and one of 
k lateral hematocele, both of which disappeared by tlie ex- 
ternal use of antipb log] sties and iodine. But as both of 
them are not iwr examples of the disease which we con- 
sidered, the writer refrains from giving a detailed account 
of them. In the general remarks added to the description 
of the several cases, the diagnosis, prognous, and treatment 



are described with the addition of a short literary review 
of the pathology of the disease, in such a manner as we 
find it ID most theses on hematocele. As regards the active 
treatment of the tumor, Dr. Braun remarks: " The opinions 
of authors, as to the propriety of puncturing the cyst, are 
divided. Voisin reports three fatal cases after such opera- 
tions; Nonat only one in fifteen ; Spaeth Herzfelder, G^ 
lard, Cred^ and Braun himself, have observed favorable 
results. Most writers ore in favor of the operation if the 
extravasation has occurred recently, if a rupture be immi- 
nent, if the laqueur vagina showed a blue coloration, 
the latter drcumstance being a symptom of retro-peritoneu 
hematocele. From Dr. West's statements it spears, that 
"""■ "'■" ,tr-3even tappings twenty-two cases proved su 
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cesaful, five fatal; while of fourteen cases which 
alone, eleven recovered and three died." 

ObatrvalionvponSuperfirlation. C. R.BRAt7lf. (Zeiltchri/t 
d. Qts^Uchafi d. AerzU xaWiat. January, 1860. tfo. 6.) 
— The author very justly calls attention to the fact, that 
the condition of the placenta and membranes has been too 
little considered by writers on superftetation. In the caae 
which Dr. Braun describes, the woman had menstruated in 
Uorch, 1859, for the lost time, and had been delivered of a 
fuB-grown healthy female child on the 19th of December. 
In the membranes of this child was cont^ned another 
mummified fcetus, which had perished apparently towards 
the end of the third month. The afterbirth of the mature 
child was normal; the funis had a marginal insertion; 
opposite to this umbilical attachment, and five and a h^ 
UneB distant from it, near the placental marnn there was 
a yellow, uneven spot, as large as a square in«3i, resembling 
very much a new formation of areolar tissue. From this 
place other umbilical vessels take a start, so that it appears 
aa if there existed an insertion of a second funis. More- 
over two vessels, one of a red, one of a bluish hue, part 
from hence to Join the funis of the mature chilcL and 
must be considered as communicating vessels of^ two 
umbilici with a single placenta. There existed only one 
common chorion, but a double amnios. This condition of 
things excluded therefore a superfcetation in the present 
instance, but the ftetus bad remuncd seven months in 



of eclampsia repoTt«d 
by Dr. Uosler presents several points of interest. A serv- 
ant girl, 29 years of age, who had always been in the most 
perfect state of health, was dehvered in her twenty -ffiurlh 

J ear of a healthy child after a normal labor. On the Sth 
one, 1658, she was received into the surgical clinic 
of Giessen, on account of secondary syphilis. Here she 
gave birth to a syphilitic child, which wanted six or eight 
weeks of its full term of gestaUon; the same died when 
eight days old. Up to the 18th of July, vii. the twelfth 
day after delivery, the patient felt quite well, but on the 
lost mentioned date she was suddenly taken with the most 
violent eclamptic attacks, which seized upon her every hour 
at first, and afterwards every half hour. She had altc^tber 
eigfateeii convulsions. The most scrupulous examination 
of the urine failed to detect the slightest trace of albumen 
or fibrinouB cast^ nor was the same dimiuiBhed in quan- 
tity. The 'treatment resorted to, under which the patient 
recovered, comsjsted of ice appUed to the head, oold ablu- 
tions of the entire body, and the administration of six grains 
of musk. 

The occurrence of eclampsia at a time so remote from that 
of labor, must be counted among the most extraordinary 
accidents, and more especially if the absence of renal dis- 
ease is taken into account. It is impossible to stale what 
might have caused the disease in this instance, unless we 
conclude that the syphilis of long standing had so much 
altered the constitution of the blood as to render it liable 
to attacks of eclampsia. Moreover, this case is proof 
against the generally adopted opinion that eclampsia in 
multiparouB women is a relapse of the disease occurring 
during the first preguancy. 
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SixUm new OburvaHon* on JSdampiria, and it* Connexion 
unih Brighfi DUease. By KaAsssio. [ Wiener Spitaltzei- 
tuitg, Noe. 17-24 1859.] The conclusiona from the sixteen 
cases of ecUmpsis, reported by Dr. K., may be summed up 
as follows: — ESeven out of this number were from eighteen 
to twenty-fiTe years old ; five from twcnty-aii to thirty- 
eight One cane of eclampsis occurred among five hundred 
deliveries. Primiparte occurred more often than multi- 
pane. The conTuliions set in during Uic period of dilation 
of the 0« in ten casea ; once during t£e operation of turning 
after perfect dilation of the os ; five times after delirerv ; 
three times on tlie first, once on the second once on the 
^ghdi day after delivery. The number of convulsions 
varied from one to eighty-one, the more or less advanced 
time kf gestation or childbed showed no influence on their 
frequency. Only in one case was there no albumen in the 
urine, nor any renal disease found at the autopsy ; in all the 
rest there existed symptoms of Bright's disease. It could 
be traced in one case four weeks previous to the occurrence 
of convulsioos; in one case four days previously; and in 
another one hour before the attack. Uklematous infiltra- 
tions were observed ten times. Seven of the patients re- 
covered, and nine died. Four of tha former were tJiken 
during labor, three after delivery ' Che [edematous infiltra- 
tions (Usappeared promptly, and theBymptoms of renal dis- 
ease were removed after from four lo fourteen days. Death 
ensaed twice during a convulsion, five tjmes during the 
■tupor, and twice during consecutive diseases. 
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Cabb 1.— On the 20th of March, 1854, I was calied, in 
consulUtion with Dr. Throckmorton, to see Ellen G., 297 
Rfth street, aged nine years, who had been suffering for 
eighteen months with morbus cosariusof the left hip, which 
was supposed to have resulted from a fall. She had been 
treated with issues, blisters, etc., together with tlie general 
tonic and antiscorbutic remedies adapted to such cases; but 
Vthe disease continued to progress, until an abscess was dis- 
covered, involving the whole upper front and inner portion 
of the thigh, accompanied with repeated chill', profuse swents, 
and great prostration. The leg was shortened two and s quar- 
ter inches, and turned inward, but not permanenQij fixed in 
Ht jHoUion (as is usual), but allowing of considerable motion, 
which gave a distinct hony cripiius between the femur and 
ileum. The pelvis was twisted and drawn upwards. Her 
general health had become much afiected, having lost Iier 
appetite, and she was suffering from hectic, with constsnt 
chills and profuse sweats, and was only rendered comfort- 
able by the constant use of anodynes. 

I advised a free opening of the abscess, and, if necessary, 
to remove the head of the femur. At first this was ob- 
jected to; but, as the child's health rapidly failed and death 
seemed inevit^le, the father, !n a few days, consented to 
the operation. Accordingly on the 29lh of March, 1854, 1 
proceeded to perform it. I first laid open the abscess by a 
U'ee incision of about six inches, over tne trochanter major, 
on the outeraspcctof the thigh, and in a line with the femur, 
and then cut into the floor of the abscess (which principally 
occupied the inner and front portion of the thigh), and dis- 
charged about a pint of thin serous and flaky pus The 
finger was then readily passed around the necK of the fe- 
mur, and delected an Ofwning in the c^isular ligament on 



the inner suiface of the neck. The upper border of the 
acetabulum had been absorbed, and the head of the femur 
was upon the dorsum of the ileum, near the anterior supe- 
rior spinous process, lurroundtd in/ iU capsule (which 
seemed to have been slipped up), and a large deposit of 
bone, apparenUy boing an attempt of Nature to make a 
new acetabulum. But this cavity thus formed had no 
lining membrane, as the femur grated roughly upon it I 
then opened the capsular hgament on a line with the ex- 
ternal incision, and disarticulated by bringing the leg 
strongly across the opposite thigh, and then, with a large 
pwr of Luer's forceps, readily cut off the head of the lemur 
at the tower extremity of the neck. The bone at this point 
appeared perfectiy healthy. I was very cautious not to 
injure the insertion of the psoas-m^nua, or iliacus-intemus, 
or any of the rotator muscles, which are inserted just behind 
the trochanter major. The upper rim of the acetabulum 
had been absorbed, and the new deposit of bone, which 
was intended to supply its place, was denuded and carioua 
I gouged it off with a sharp, firm chisel, made for that pur- 
pose, and, in this way, took off a number of flakes of bone, 
nntil I came to a healthy, bleeding surface. The anterior 
superior spinous process on its outer surface, and the exter- 
nal lip of the crest of the ileum, was black and carious for 
some distance, and with the forceps I easily clipped it off 
until I came to healthy bone. Very little blood was lost 
in the operation^ and after cleaning away all the debris^ I 
brought the leg m a straight position, filled the wound with 
lint, and dressed with a roller and cold water compress. 
She was then put to bed, and a cup of strong coffee admi- 
nistered, after which she soun fell asleep. The child was 
under tne influence of chloroform during the operation, 
which occupied nearly twenty minutes, and was perfectly 
insensible the whole time. 

March 30. 10 a.x.— Passed a good night, without any 
narcotic, and slept about four hours; has had no chill; taken 
breakfast with a rehsh, and is surpnsingly comfortable, con- 
sidering the mi^itude of the operation - pulse one hundred 
and twenty ; no hemorrhage ; passed unne twice. Apr3 2. 
— Has passed a good night, slept six hours, ate a good break- 
fast, and feels every way bettcrj but is much more feeble; 
dressed the wound; on removing the hnl, found healthy 
pus in abundance. The abscras, which pointed at the an- 
terior superior spinous process, being ^ain full and fiuctu- 
ating, I opened it, and gave exit to about a tsblespoonful 
of tolerably healthy pus; pulse one hundred and forty, and 
more feeble; directed to administer brandy and beef-tea 
more liberally. April 5. — Child very comfortsble, amusing 
heraelf by cutting paper dolb; applied the straight q>lint 
for counter extension to the welt side, and made extenaon 
by means of the foot-boardj bringing the limb down to the 
same length of the opposite one. Jvly 1. — Dr. Throck- 
morton has seen the child daily since my last visit and 
reapphed the bandage and compress, wliich has bad a 
most salutary effect, and the abscess has the appearance 
of healing rapidly. July 10. — I was again called to meet 
Dr. T. to-day, and found the child much prostraled 
from a severe attack of dysentery, which had tasted 
four or five days; she is very much reduced, and, I fear, 
will not rally. The granulations are flabby, and pus 
thin and copious. Augutt 1. — The dysentery has been 
checked for some days ; hot the wound, which was nearly 
closed, has opened, and n small piece of ragged bone came 
away, which was probably some portion of Uie shavings or 
chips removed from the ileum, at the time of the operation, 
and which I had not been sufficiently careful to remove. 
Aagutl 20. — The child very much improved, but the fistu- 
lous opening, from which the piece of bone had escaped, 
remaining, and having rather a white and flabby appearance, 
I injected it with tinct iodine. Avfftut 24. — The injeclioo 
has been followed by a smart attack of erysipelas, which 
has extended down some distance below the knee, and 
there is considerable constitutional disturbance. Sepl. I. — 
The erysipelas gradually subsided, but aeeotB tA have been 
of great service, as it has caused.^^li^ir^^fF^^(1he 
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ftbacesa all tround Uie thi^h, and the nusJl openin? in the 
ciotrii is nearly closed, discharging a very few drops of 
health; pua. The limb la still in the extcnaing apliDt; but 
on removing it there eeomed no tendency to retraction of 
the limb. Tlie splint Wka reapplied ; but the bodj was left 
free from the bandage, m aa to allow of flexion in ordor to 
prevent anchylosis. I might here mention, that for some 
-weeks past, smce about the 1st of August, at eadi drpsaing 
lUT bodj haa been brouf^ht at a rieht angle with the tUgha, 
having this object in view : ana I have now permittad 
her U> do it a£ ol\en as she likes. Nov. Uf.— I had not seen 
the case for two months, until to-day, when, to my astonisb- 
mentj I found her walking on her crutches, which she has 
been able to do for some two weeks. Her limb appears the 
same length as the other, and she can flex and rotate it 
fieely. I directed her to bear no wei^t upon it jet 20lh. 
— To-day I placed her in the horizontal position, and mea- 
sured her carefully, and find there is about one-eighth or 
nearly a quarter of an inch shortening. By taking nold of 
the foot, the whole body can be drawn down in bed with- 
out pain in the joint, and a pressure may be made snfG- 
dently strong to move the pelvis and body upwards without 
produdng any shortening of the limb. When she ties upon 
the b«ck. with the leg extended upon the thigh, she can 
elevate tne heel sixteen inches from the bed, 'and flex the 
knee bo as to bring the thigh at a right angle with the pel- 
vis ; she can rotate it internally so as to touch the outer 
foot, and externally ao aa to touch the bed. Her geoeral 
health is perfect^ and the case has terminated perfectly tuc- 

Case 2. — The operation was performed by Dr. Sayre on 
the 20th of October, 1369. The diiid, Et. 11, had been suffiir- 
ing from the disease for four years, and, not being in liie hands 
of a regular practitioner, noUiing was attempted for his relief. 
I round him extremely enfeebled, and attenuated to Uie 
very last degree, pulse one hundred and sixty-five, lyine on 
his back, with legs drawn up very much, one at an angle of 
nzty degrees. A portion of the trochanter major waa de- 
nuded. In addition to all this, there existed lour or five 
■becesses in the vidnity, which freely communicated with 
the hip-ioinl. Afler a consultation, it was resolved to at- 
tempt the removal of the bead of the bone. The patJent 
-was put under the influence of chloroform, and a careful 
examination toade. The head of the bone was found to be 
denuded, and gave the sensation of ^ting against bare 
bone, but from the very peculiar potion assumed by the 
liiDb, it was doubtfiil lo his mind whether the acetabulum 
minht not be perforated ; but, not being able to examine it 
to his sattalacUon, he was unable to make up his mind deS- 
oitely in relation to the point. Afler the delay of a few 
days, in order to try, if possible, to get up the strength of 
die patient, the operation was performed, as the only uiance 
left for saving his life. On removing the head of the bone, 
be found itfastened through an openinginto the acetabulum, 
and, on withdrawing it, a large quantity of green colored, 
foetid pus escaped. The opening into the acetabulum cor- 
responded in size and shape exactly with the portion of 
bone that occupied il, so that it formed a complete plug to 

grevent the escape of the confined matter; as far as the 
nger, passed through this opening, could reach, it was 
found that the internal surface of the ilium, ischium, and 
pnbes was denuded of periosteum, and evidently in a stale 
of caries. The periosteum, being peeled off from the sur- 
ftice of these bones, formed a cavity or bag for containing 
the pus. All the carious portions were removed by the 
bone-forceps, leaving almost nothing behind but the wing 
of the ileum. During all this operation, the periosteum and 
peritoneum were not interfered with, and formed the only 
pATtition between the pelvic cavity and the external world. 
This was done on Thursday, and the pulse, previously to 
the operation, was one hundred and sixty, when the child 
was asletp. The chloroform was administered while he 
-was in that stale, so that the child did not wake up till 
after the operation. The evening following the operation, 
tbe pulse fell to otie hundred and twenty, and remuned so 



tin the Sunday foHowing, when it had decreased to one 
hundred and twelve. The wound was dressed for the first 
time, that day, and presented a very &vorable appearance • 
it waa nicely washed and injected, and strong hopes of re- 
covery were entertained. He, however, sank and died 
several days after the operation. Dr. S. explained the per- 
foration of the acetabulum, by referring to the &ct tLat, 
eight months before the operation, the patient had lallen 
from the bed and stmck npon tbe trochanter of that side. 
Tbe head of the bone, being thus driven through, peeled 
off the periosteum, and formed the pocket for the pus. 
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UticrsciL DimocLTna in Parturitioh.— Opiim tu. Vnu- 

TBCM VmiDB. 

Dr. Biu. related a case illustrating Ae elTeot^f pontion 
and presentation in causing a tedious parturition, and 
of unusual difficulties in efforts to relieve the case ; and 
also as'' exhibiting an instance of the fulfilment <^ a 
patient's forebodings of a fatal result The patient, in her 
ninth gestation, waa attacked with labor paina on the 
14th of Fe)»uary, The paina occurred with regnlari^, 
at about tbe usual intervals, until the ni^t of the 16th, 
without dilatation of the os uteri ; the uterus remaining 
high up, and thus rendering an accurate diagnosis of the 
position or presentation impracticable. About ten o'clock 
on the night of the 16th, nains became more efficient, 
the oe dilated somewhat, aai admitted of the detection — 
through the membranes — of what was supposed to be the 
vertex. The pains, however, were stdll madequate, and, 
after waiting an hour longer, a twenty minioi dote of 
Squibb's fluid extract of ergot was administered. On the 
recurrence of a pain about ten minutes aAer giraig tile 
ergot, and without any apparent increase of severity, ttie 
membranes ruptured, and the case turned out to be a 
shoulder preaenlation with prolapsus of the lefi arm and 
cord. The indication to immediately turn and deliver by 
the feet was found to be impracticable in consequence oif 
the irrltabiUty and now powerful acU^n of the ntervs ; the 
hand being resisted and rendered useless befue it oould 
be introduced sufficientiy high up to get at the feet Dr. 
Crane was called in consultation, and both he and Dr. 
Bell persisted in fruitless efforts at taming for two hours, 
until, finally, they gave tlie patient an hour s recite— with 
interrupted use of annsthetica. The firdt effort aAer this 
was successful In reaching the feet, and deSvery was 
accomplislied. The child was recently dead, and weighed 
nine pounds. For two days the patient did well and 
appeared cheerfiil, though still predicting her death — from 
the circumstance that ner mother had died at the Same 
age, thirty-one years, and with the ninth child. She was 
then attacked with an insidious uterine phlebitis, without 
chill, which resisted all treatment, and terminated fatally 
on the 24lh, at seven o'clock P.m. Dr. Willard Parker, 
of New York, and Dr. C. L. Mitchell were both called 
in consultation during the progress of the case. The 
treatment at first consisted in the free administration of 
opiates, and subsequentiy veratrum viride, in addition to 
these. A prominent point in tbe treatment was the failure 
of veratrum viride to produce its characteristic effect upon 
the pulse, and it became a question as to whether this 
failure was due to the characler of the disease, or to ths 
association of the remedy with opiates. — Discuasion upon 
this point showed it to be probable that opiates were really, 
as had been previously stated, antagonistic and antidotal to 
the veratrum viride, but that they aid seem to be efficient 
in combination at times. Had the veratrum virida been 
used alone, however, it did not seem probable that it oould 
be successful in such diseases as phlebitia, where the.blood 
was poisoned to such on extent,, .j by VjOOQIC 
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The effect of combining ihe veratrura virjde with opium 
fraa raadered Btill more promineoC by another case reported 
bj Dr. Bell, occurring Dearlj' at the same time. A joung 
-woman, in her first labor, at full tenn, waa succeaaTulI; 
delivered of tnios, on the 19th of February, without 



had the patient up, and on the next daj 
chill, followed b; metritis. This case was at first treated by 
Teratrum viride in combination with opiates, and the pulse 
was measurably controlled — fi-om one hundred and sixty 
to one hundred and forty, and to one hundred and thirtj- 
wx. This was so unsatisfactory that at the end of two 
days the opiate waa left out, and the veratrum viride used 
•lone. The pulse was then speedily reduced to ninety-two, 
when nausea supervened and the remedy had la be discon- 
tinued. The pulse gradually rnse again to one hundred and 
thirty, when the veratrum viride was resumed, and it acted 
as before — reducing the pnL'ie to sixty, yet the disease did 
not yield. The pube again rose, opiates were resorted to, 
and conralcscenoe was soon aAer established. Upon tiie 
•dmiBsion that opiuq) and veratrum viride could not be used 
together ^th advantage, an interesting question arose as 
to which should have the preference in cases of uterine 
phlebitis. Discussion seemea to warrant the conclusion that, 
in the m^ority of cases, opium is to be preferred. 
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ETHER AND CHLOROFORM. 
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8m : — In yonr leader of the Mtdiral Timm, for August 18, 
upon the interesting suliject of Aneesthetini, when speaking 
of the comparative merit of chloroform and ether, you rrfer 
to the latest statistics published in Europe; and out of a 
total of one hundred and twenty-five fatal cases by ansithi- 
■alioo, recorded in the practice of that part of the world, 
you give twenty-five deaths as having occurred during the 
inhalation of the ether. 

Aa experience in this country, tlie birthplace of ether, 
seems to be more favorable to the innocuous character of 
this agent, which is besides more extenmvely used here than 
in Europe, would you &vor your readers with the source 
and analysis of the cases tabulated in the statistics above 
referred to? By so doing you will ^so oblige 



Atrarar *i IBM 

[The statistics referred to in the editorial article of Au- 
gust 18, are embraced in the following communication of 
Dr. Cbaslh Ewd, puUished in the London Mtdi«d Timet 
amd Qm^tt, of Hay 12, I860.— Ei>.] 

" The following tables are the result of a suggestion made 
to me hy one of our most eminent Hospital Surgeons, my 
friend Mr. Paget, who having done me the favor recently 
to read my little book on Cliloroform^ expressed a wish that 
I would ' compare the number of deaths after small and 
after great operations, to see whether tlie proportion of their 
several numbers be different from Uiat of their several chlo- 
roform mortalities,' And, Mr. Paget adds, ' your records 
would easily decide the question, and it is important lo do 
so.' I had said (p. 63) which Mr. Paget doubted, that pa- 
tients bear large operations under diloroform best; tliat 
operations on sphincters, and tendinous sheaths about the 
fingers and toes (p. 192) were probably to be regarded with 
more dread under chloroform than the largest uniputation, 
or Bucb a terrible operation aa ovariotomy, I may say liere 
that Professor Murphy, also, who has seen a great deal 
of chloroform in general as well as in olstetric practice, 
was also struck by the same apparent anotnalj, and wrote 



to me to say that it would require very rigorous examina- 
tion before it could be receivM as a general law or a fcct- 
that deaths from chloroform are more fi^uent from small 
doses, and in trivial operations, rather than where Urge 
quantities of chloroform had been»takeD. All I can now 
say is, that, however it is to be exphuned, there ia no longer 
any doubt on the matter whatever, as any one may convince 
himself fixim an inspection of the following tables drawn up 
with some care. 

" There have been abont one hundred and twenty-five 
deatlis from anesthetics in Europe up to the present dat& 
A very large number, the only list of any such cases on the 
Continent, is one by &1 Scouletten, an Army Surgeon, who 
gives forty deatJiH, but unfortunately does not speat^ the 
nature of the operation for which the anssthetic was admi- 
nistered. Dr. Snow givM fifty deaths, and I have ainoe 
myself made out thirty-five deatlis in addition. All agree 
as lo the vast preponderance, however, of deaths in male 
patients rather than in females; it also sppean that whle 
there have been in reality no deaths as tne result of Urge 
amputations, resections, ovariotomy, etc, fully two-thii^ 
of the deaths have been from operations on sphincters or 
t«ndinouB sheaths, strabismus, tooth-drawing, etc 
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" This table explains itself; the general result is verv curi- 
otis, and I think very convincing, that in hundreds of thou- 
sands of operations where chloroform has now been used. 
it has proved in the vast majority to be perfectly safe, and 
that it is safer in large than in small operations. Why it ia 
so, I may not now slop to inquire. Again, of sixteen 
deaths under chloroform, where 1 was myself able to trace 
out the probable cause of tlie fatal issue, I found three 
where some remote disease of the heart might be suspected; 
but in tliirieen tlierc had been probable, and in some very 
serious deraueement of the nervous system — vie. three 
deaths from delirium tremens and chloroform combined, 
two where chorea and meningitis were present, two from 
cysts in the brain, and four from other lesions of cerebral 
tissue. It seems too evident, 1 think, that if syncope or 
' fit' should occur in any such case, resuscitation is rendered 
difficult, OS we have an imperfect brain and spinal apparatus 
to work with. Disease of the lieart is a very rare cause of 
death from chloroform ; the facts on which this hypothesis 
was built up are now shown to be all erroneous. 

* • « • * • 

" Some other remarkable facts have been discovered 
during the course of these investigations, as lo death from 
chloroform, which it is of interest to note. First, that a 
very large number of the twenty-five deatlis from the use 
of anoBstneUca after operations have been deaths from the 
effects of the slow administration of elher, or ether and 
chloroform mixed, but not from pure chloroform. I pub- 
lished nineteen deatlis from ether two years ^o, yet it is 
still BUggtsted in America that there have been no deaths 
from this agent Scouletten gives five; and since tlien 
there have been at least four or five more from ether or 
amylene; so that, on the whole, there ^[i^ta at Drts^t 
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about ft liuadred deaths from pare chloroform, and one- 

foQrth (or twenly-fii'e) from ether or amykneJ Next, u 
to the singe or degree of the aoKsthetic proceKs which ap- 
pears moat dangerous, this (contradictory though it aeenis) 
IS decidedly the stage of eicitenient, or the eorly etafe of 
Tiuleat plunging, before the patient is reDdered uuceuetic 
and fit for the openitioD he is about to undergo. This es- 
caped the knowledge of Dr. Snow. 
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" I only say, in conclusion, tliat I look on this HuggestJoa 
of Mr. Pa^t aa very vahiftble, and these results as moat 
utiexpectcd." 



(TotlKEdlUirottfaa Aimioui HDiuui. Tub.] 

; In your issue for Auguat 25, Dr. May, of Cominfr, 
v., has reported a case of resuscitation from Mor- 



cation in a case of opium poisoning. Ferniit me to call 
your attention to what I think is an improvement upon the 
method pursued by him, which 1 put in practice in the 
New York Hospital on a laiidanHm com. The man had 
taken two ounces, and in a short time after the pupils be- 
came greatly eonirncted, and the patient stupid and coma- 
tose, so that he could not be roused or kept awake by any 
ordinary meanf. The stomach pump n-as useless on ac- 
count of food blocking up the tube — emetics would not 
operate — fl^eliation, severely applied, failed of any effect, 
and although in an hour or two after admission he took 
Uiree or four ounces of brandy, he soon aftiT was unable to 
swallow, the pupils became as small as a pin's hea<), tlie 
respirations almoit entirely ceased, and the pulse was fluc- 
tuating from 112 to 130. The case was therefore hopeless, 
unless some extraordinary means were employed to restore 
and maintain reapimtion. Abandoning everything el$c, I 
called for two puis of water, one cold, into which a large piece 






Quld 



im. The patient was stripped 
naked and laid upon the fliKir on hia back, and then with a 
large nynnge, aJtemnte dischargee of hot and cold water 
were forcibly thrown upon his faoGj chest, and abdomen. 
The effect was admirable ; deep inspirations were produced 
by almost every discharge from the syringe, but especially 
when one of ice water immediately followed one of hot 
water ; the shock being much greater by the contrnst. 

One important advantage derived from the use of the hot 
water (besides rendering the impression by the cold water 
more effective) is the preservation of the heat of Ihe body, 
which, by the use of cold water alone, must he greatly re- 
duced, awl the rettorative process be consequently retarded. 
Tlie forced respiration was maintained wiih perfect ease by 
this means, and in a few hours it was earned on sponta- 
nefiiisly seven or eight per minute, and the pulse fell to 90. 



It soon became re-established at its normal ral«, so th4l the 
patient was in two days discharged cured. 

The syringe was, of course, not a necessary, tliough a 
very convenient instrument — a'piU;her or a cup would, 
doubtlcaa, answer nearly or quite as well 

JOHH U. Gbisoom, M.D. 
41 E. £tih suMt, Aug. ti, isaa 



DOMESTIC CORRESPONDENCE. 

PHILADELPBU. 

At this season there is little of medical interest 'occur- 
ring in tlie city. Medical teaching is having its vacation, 
the societies do not generally mee^ the medical clubs do 
not enteitain, and very many of the distinguiahed names in 
the profesaion may now be found registered " on the books" 
at the most popular watering places. Yet tie season is 
Bufficientlv advanced to present some premonitory aymp- 
toma of llie approaching medical revival, as is evinced by 
the posting up on the buUe tin-boards at the hospitals and 
colleges of some bright new cards and circulars of the 
numerous private teachers who make a winter harvest 
among the throng of students. 

The colleges will, for the Drst time, commence their ses- 
siona with each but a single introductory Lecture to its 
course. It is not yet announced which member of its fa- 
culty each college has clioaen to deliver the general exor- 
dium to its course. The faculties remain the same, with 
the exception of Dr. Pepper's succession to the place of 
Dr. Wood in the University. Dr. Pepper steps into a por- 
tion made eminent by a line of distinguished predecessors, 
and his initiative effort on the college forum will be criti- 
cally scrutinized. If hia merit is to be decided by a c< 
panson with the last honor ' ' ■ - ■ 



)t honored incumbent of the post, it will 
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dasses of the private teachers and hospitals 
have been unprecedentedly large, particularly at the old 
Pennsylvania UospitaL At that institution a most extra- 
ordinary array of operative cases has been presented during 
the Mimmer service of Dr. Paocoaet; among them was an 
amputation at the hip-joint in a young man, performed in 
tlie presence of the Japanese physicians; the patient — or, 
rather the remaining three quarters of him— has left ti» 
wards in good liealUi. 

A few students have continued to find their way during 
the warm weather across the river to the Phikdelphia 
Hospital, where an enormous collection of cases, some 
acute, but more chronic, is displayed. At that hospital 
Dr. Ijcvia has been relieving the monotony of the treatment 
of some among the hundreds of ulcerated legs in Ihe warda, 
by subcutaneous ligation of varicose veins with silver wire, 
and all thus treated, it is claimed, have been cured. 

The Episcopal Uoepital, which is located in an extensive 
manufacturing district of tlie city, has, during the summer, 
had its limited accommodations filled to repletion. The 
new building for this inatitution is progresging. The edifice 
will be large, and in the most approved hospital architec- 
ture. The paviUon style has been adopted. The Episcopal 
Hospital exists under similar influences to your St. Luke's. 
It occupies a very respectable position among the hospitals 
of the city, and, in a surgical way, is a good field. The 
operation of iigating the subclavian was recently performed 
in its wards by Dr. Drayton. 

The SL Joseph's Hospital (Catholic) is being almost re- 
built, and when completed, will be much more commodious 
than formerly. 

The effort to establish a Oerman hospital in tliis city has 
not taken a very substantial character, although much in- 
lluence was exerted, and a considerable fund raised for the 
purpose. The German practitioners among us seem not 
very harmonious with each other, and some who lead in 
this hospital movement are not popular in the profesaion. 

In a literary way nothing remarkable haa recently been 
DigmzcibyCjOOQlC 
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developed, but there are believed b 
conceptions undergoing incubation. 



>e some impoTtant 
r, J. A. Ueigs is, it 
1 physiology. Dr. H. 
k for atudenta, on some subjeow connected 
with the practice of Diedicioe, the title of which we have 
not beard, is soon to appear, and it is hinted that Dr. Gross 
IB <waiD at work at book-making. 

Wie change in the periodicity of the Journal, from a bi- 
mensu^ h> the hebdomadal issue, has been favorably re- 
ceived here ; its new form will certainly be popular. In 
Philadelphia, as in European cities, weekly journalism ia 
considered a highly important field. 



SlfWtal SjIbs. 



Webb.— On the Slatof July last, at Brooklyn, N. Y., Dr. 
Eowra Webb, Jr., aged 20 years, 11 months, nnd 22 days 
The deceased had passed Ins examination for the degree of 
M.D., in the Medienl Department of the University of the 
City of New York — but wanting a few days of his majority, 
hid not received its honors. He entered the Brooklyn City 
Hospital, temporarily, as BesidenC Physician, only the day 
before he sickened (July 16th) with peritonitis. As a 
student he bade fair to do honor to the profession of his 

CoRBECTioK. — The appointment of Curator at the New 
York HospiUl has not yet been made. 

Erbata. — In Dr. Riggs's article, last number, the following 
occur ; — p. 130, 2nd column, 3rd line from top, for readUy, 
read Kapctlj/ ; p. 131, 2nd column, 8th line from bottom, for 
OTtgiaai, read tngmnid; p. 132. 1st column, 9th line from 
top, for origiitfU, read inguinal; p. 133, 1st column, 15th 
line from top, for presaure, read praence. 

A morning paper asserts that a new Chair has been esta- 
blished in Amherst College, entitled, " Pro/auomhip of Hy- 
giene and tfutcular Devtlopmoit, or something of the sort," 
the first incumbent being Dr. John W. Hooker, son of Prof. 
Worthington Hooker, M.D., of the Tale Faculty. 

Tnt New York Medical College has at length reorgan- 
ized with the following Faculty: — Robt. Ogden Doremus, 
M.D., Professor of Medical Chemislry; John Murray Car- 
nochan, M,D., Professor of Clinical and Operative Surgerj; 
D. Meredith Reese, M.D., Professor of Theory and Practice 
(J Medicine ; A. K, Gardner, M.D., Professor of Clinical 
Midwifery and Diseases of Females; B. J. Raphael, M.D., 
Professor of Principles and Practice of Surgery and Sui^- 
cal Puthology; John 0. Bronson, M. D., Professor of Ana- 
tomy; Charles A. Budd, M.D., Professor of Obstetrics and 
Therapeutics; A. Jacobi, M,D,, Professor of Iniantilc Patho- 
logj and Therapeutics; Bern L. Budd, M.D,, Professor of 
Toxicology. 

Nbw Method o*' Tektilatiom. — In arranging his plans for 
ventilation, McEinnell takes advantage of two simple and 
well-known facts. If an aperture is mode, or a sliafl 
carried through the ceiling of any room, or roof of 
any building, two currents of air are at once esta- 
blished ; and these two cizrrcnts, instead of jostling 
each other with human perversity, pass uniformly in 
definite courses according to fixed laws. The centre of the 
openin? is occupied by an out>-draught of the warm ex- 
faausted air of the building, while the sides are lined with 
an insetUng current of the colder and purer atmosphere. 
One shifting column of lur is contained within the other, 
and the two have a relative movement somewhat like that 
of the pieces of a telescope. Any one may illustrate this 
fact of the regular self-inclosed movements of fluids, of dif 
faring temperatures and densities, by warming a little water 



suspending a few Boating colored partjcles, in a test'lubt 
over a ^irit lamp. Directly the heat is ap[^ed,the cokiTcd 
matter will indicate the presence of two opponte cumnU. 
in the positions and directions just mentioned. HcKnndl 
carries two funnels or shafta, of diSerent U2es and lengUa, 
through the roof of tlie bailding he wishes to ventiiit& 
The smaller and longer tube is placed in Iha centre of the 
larger one, and tlius the two currents of ur naturally seek- 
ing to pass into and out of the apartment, are separated one 
from Ihe other ; and this concentric arrangement of the two 
tubes is BO devised that the capacity of the central tubs 
shall be equal to the annular space inclosed between ita 
outer circumference and the inner aspect of the eitemil 
concentric tube. The lower end of the inner tube is mov- 
able, and has an expanding mouthpiece or flange. Ilin 
trumpet-shaped expansion serves two purposes; if drawn 
down away from the onl«r tobe, it spreads the iDcomiiig 
cold air over the upper part of the room, and so causes ita 
descent to be more unjmrm and dispersed ; it may aba, by 
being raised to the level of the inner opening of the outer 
tube, he mode to act as a valve shutting out altogether tbe 
externa] air, or limiting the currents to the area of the cen- 
tral tube. — iftdiail Hmtt and QaietU. 
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CLINICAL LECTURE. 

DBUTEBBD AT THE NEW XOBE HOSPITAIs 

H. D. BULKLET, M.D., 



SiNCB mj remttrks to you on the Butnecl of dropsy as t 
symptom of different forms of disease, Oentlemen, we have 
h&d in our wards two other cases t^loDgiag to the same 
daas, one a case of ascites, connected with cDlargement of 
the Lver, making a second case of this disease under treats 
meut, and another a case of atbuimnijria — respecting the 
dropsical part of each <^ which I wi^ to say a word. 

Aaoms. — ALBnMiiraiti k. 
I would first remark, in connexion with the cases which 
made iJie basis of our fonner lecture, that in one of them — 
that in which therj was effusion into the upper extremiij 
on the right side, and afterwards on the left side, and 
which presented symptoms indicating, obstruction of some 
kind to return of Wood to the right side of the heart— the 
diange of diuretic from the acetate of potash, with infusion 
of buchu, to a decoction prepared from seneka, squills, and 
juniper berries, and the sweet spirits of nitre, was followed 
•o soon by marked increase in the quantity of urine dis- 
charged, as to be fairly attj-ibutsble to this change, as we 
supposed it to have been in the case of ascites formerly 
mentioned. In that case, in which the quantity of urine 
passed on the 1st July was sixteen onnces in twenty-four 
hours, and which at first increased to thirty-six ounces 
under the use of the acetate of potash and buchu, with rest 
in the hospital, and then sank to twenty-four ounces in 
twenty-four hours for five successive days, on the 21st of 
July reached fifty-six Ounces, and on the 24lh reached 
stxty-eight ounces in twenty-four hours. This is the case 
in which yon will perhaps recollect that I gave pills of blue 
pil!, squills, and digitalis, for the three or four days, but 
which I was obhged to suspend in consequence of toe great 
action upon the bowels, and in which for one day we had a 
report of only ei^t ounces in twenty-four hours, owin? 
partly to the abundant dischai^es from the bowels, ana 
partly, doubtless, to the difficulty of measuring the urine 
while such eathar«a was going on. The question may very 
properly be asked, Whether Siia action upon the bow^ 
and especially the unloading the Uf er bj means of the blue 
pillj may not have prepared the way for the increased 
action of this diuretic? The short time during which the 
pills were taken, and the decided action upon the bowels, 
would seem topoiat to the blue pill rather thfui to the digitalis 
as the cause, if it were owing to either, of the increased 
diuresis which has since taken place. In tlie other case, 
that of ascites, a similar increase has already been men- 
tioned as having been produced by the chanfte of diuretics 
alladed to, and I will now only add that this increased rate 
of discharge continues under the use of the same means. 
Tou will remember (hat the combination which produced 
this increased action in both cases, consists of articme which 
come nnder the head of Dr. Golding Bird's gpecUd diuretics. 
Id the case of ascites with enlargement of the liver, which 
iras in a man of intemperate habits, a barkeeper l:^ occupa- 
tion, whose disease was evidently connected with the abuse 
of alcoholic stimulants, a remarkable increase in the quan- 
tity of urine passed took place within two days, simply fi^m 
* change of habits, keeping him at rest in a recumbent 

Edtion and without any medicine of any kind, forty ounces 
ving been passed in twenty-four houts the day after he 
Am. Mkd. Timks, Tou I., No. 10. 



entered the hospital, and seventy-two ounces in twenty- 
four hours on the following day, showing the necessity of 
caution in attribufing to remedies what may sometimes at 
least be due to other causes. This case is one of interest Id 
other points of view, and I shall probably return to a con- 
sideration of it at some future time, and only allude to it 
now in connexion with the dropsical feature in it. 

I wish, in this connexion, to say a word respecting the 
dropsical effusion in the two cases o'f albuminuria now in 
our wards, which present some points of contrast, and also 
afford some confirmation of the value of the microscope fiw 
the purpose of prognosis in that disease. To the frst <rf 
these cases, I made brief allusion on a former occasion. 
The patient, a stout Irish kborer, thirty-eight years of age, 
who entered the homital on the 14th of July last, had firet 
noticed a swelling of his feet and ankles about five weeks 
before, which was followed soon after by swelling in the 
face, and accompanied with a scanty secretion of urine. 
When first seen, the face, and legs, and thighs were very 
much distended with fluid, and the scrotum was very much 
enlar^d from the same cause, and he presented a charac- 
teristic specimen of that puffy and doughy appearance as- 
sociated m the minds of all with Bright's i£sease. Ue was 
passing about forty ounces of urine in twenty-four hours, 
of a reddish tinge, and higlily charged with albumen. The 
microscopical examination, however, showed but few casta, 
and none containing oil, and consequentiy pointed to an 
acute form of the disease. Under the use of the hot air 
bath, with epiritus mindereri, and the infiision of buchu, and 
acetate of potash, which was subeequentlr changed to the 
diuretic decoction containing squills, seneka, etc., formerly 
alluded to, the quantity of urine gradually increased, until 
it averaged about sixty ounces in twentv-four hours, and 
noWj at the close of the month, the swelhng has very much 
subsided, the fitce has became almost natural in appearance, 
and he feels in every respect much improved. It is proper 
to say that he was put under the use of the tincture of 
muriate of iron a short time after his admission. 

The other case of albuminuria ia that of a man, also a 
sdlor, a native of New York, thirty-seven years of age, 
who entered the hospital on the 18th inst. He bad alwaya 
considered himself a healthy man, until only about eight 
days ago, when he noticed that his feet and legs were be- 
ginning to swell, and that his urine had become scanty and 
high colored, and that he had more frequent calls to pass it 
than before. There had never been any swelling of the 
face. The register of water passed showed on^ eight 
ounces the first twenty-four hours. The face had somewhat 
ot a waxy appearance, but was not in the least pufiV, and 
the swelung of the feet and ankles was quite moderate. 
The urine was of high specific gravity, and was heavily 
loaded with albumen, ana also with the urates. He was 
put under the use of the hot air bath, with the spinCus 
mindereri and ipecac internally, to which was soon added 
the acetate of potash and buchu, as a diuretic, and in a few 
days afterwards the tincture of muriate of iron. Under 
the use of these means (the same as those so effectual in 
the other case), the quantity of urine increased in a daycv 
two to twenty ounces in twenty-four hours, beyond which 
it has but slightly increased during the last eleven days, 
having only twice reached twenty-four ounces^ and once 
twenty-nine ounces ; while, on one of the da^s, it fell to 
sixteen ounces. During this time the dropstcal effiision 
has been slowly but reg^arly making progress until now, 
the legs and scrotum have become very much distended, 
and even the cellular tissue in the upper part of the thighs 
and about the hips has become mucn infiltrated, and pits 
on pressure. Witn this increase of dropsical effiision, there 
has been considerable foilure in the vital powers, and hi* 
complexion is more pallid than before. Now why this 
difference in the two casesT The microscope shows m this 
case a great abundance of casts, loaded with oil globules, 
which could lead us to a much more unfavorable prognosis 
in this than in the former case, notwithstanding the much 
more favoraUe eariy history of the latter. 
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PRRtOjUtDITia. 

Tbe case now before ua is one which iUustratee several 
practical points conoected with pericarditis, under which 
the patient is slil) laboriag, and is one which caused me no 
little uneasiness when I m^t saw it, which was eleven dajs 
ago, when I commenced my term of service here. He is 
an Insh boj, nineteen years of age, a shoemaker by trade, 
apparently of healthy institution, who haa had rheumatism, 
and also pneumonia and pericarditis, and pleuritis, and who 
had an exacerbation of symptoms of pericarditis when I 
took charge of him. He was then very pale, laboring under 
dyspnixa, amounting almost to orthopn<sa, with an aniious 
ODunt«aance. and a pulse of about one hundred and tSij, 
and very quick as well as quita feeble. There was no 
(welling or pain in Uie joints. There was decided fulness 
over the pncoordiat region, over which dulness on percussion 
extended to the sternum, and at least four inches to the left 
from it, and also upwards heyond tlie normal limit, though 
the exact extent was not noted at the time. The sounds 
of the heart were very indistinct, and could hardly be dis- 
tinguished from each other. No friction sounds could be 
heard, nor any valvular sounds. There was moderate 
dulnesa on percuaaon over the left side of tbe chest pos- 
teriorly and subcrepit^ HUe over the same region. The 
physical ngns then, which are by far the most important 
m the diagnosis of a case of pericarditis, pointed to a case 
of that disease with effiiMon, and which had evidently been 
much increased since tbe day before, as shown by the more 
urgent rational signs, and by the disappearance of a friction 
sound which I was informed had been well marked previ- 
ously. The practical question as to the treatment was an 
important one. If prescribed for according to its name, 
leeching, cupping, and perhaps even veneseciJon might pass 
before the mind in connexion with the teachings of tlie 
books respecting this disease. But the time for antiphlo- 
gistic means bad passed, if it had ever existed, and here I 
would caution you, in passing, against being influenced by 
the name of a disease in your treatment of it. The next 
point passed in review in such a case would be the propriety 
of a mercurial course. This idea would probably be dis- 
carded by somCj who would recommend opium to allay the 
exoeseive imtatwn of the heart, while others would recom- 
mend the exhibition of these two agents in combination. 
I preferred to use neither of these remedies in such luKh 
repute in this disease, and which doubtless are valuaUe 

Jmta in some forms and stages of it, but directed iodide 
potassium in ten grain doses, every six hours, and a sina- 
piffln over the left aide of the chest, both anteriorly and pos- 
teriorly. The object of giving this remedy, now so popular 
for so many, and indeed most varied diseases, was to act 
as a diuretic, in the hope of relieving the efiiiMon, which T 
supposed to he passive in Ha character, and to the increase 
of which I attributed the great aggravation of his symp- 
toms within the last few hours. I was gratifled to find 
marked improvement on the following day, which improve- 
ment has been gradually progressing until now. Avhen his 
changed countenance, lighted up with a smile, his compa- 
ratively tranquil breathmg, ana his pulse diminished in 



a the quantity of urine ; and, corresponding with 
the change in his general condition, was a return of fnction 
sounds over the pnecordial region, which had disappeared 
under the increased effusion. These ore now less than they 
were, and the sounds of the heart seem perfectly clear and 
normal, allowing, if we hear correctly, that the heart itaelf 
has esc^ed iqjury, notwithstanding me danger to whicli it 
has been exposed. Three or four days ago, I directed the 
citrate of iron to be combined with the iodide of potassium. 
This is often a ver^ important, and sometimes a necessary 
auxiliary in restormg the healthy condition of the blood 
during convalescence from rheumatism, as well as other 
diseases, and thus counteracting the effect of the two de- 
pressing causes which have been in operation, which causes 



Konniino Fevbi. 
The case just exhibited presents you a palpable instance 
of the local n^BChief produced by the rheumatic poison, for 
such is the epithet apphed by modem pathologistB to that 
peculiar morbid material circulating through the system 
which gives rise to those symptoms known under the name 
of rheumatism. I now show you a case in which we have 
marked constitutional disturbance, with but moderate and 
only transient local difficulty. This patient, a native of 
England, a druggist, twenty-one years of age, was admitted 
into the hospit^ aa the 3d inst., with high iebrile excite- 
ment, and profuse perspiration, and with such a shght 
amount of pun in ihe jomta as to attract no spedal atten- 
tion at Ihe time. Indeed, tbe febrile condition was so far 
the predominating feature of the case, that it was at first 
wattled with reference to the type of the fever, a su^idoQ 
having at first arisen in the mind of the resident pbysidaD 
that it was periodic. A careful watching, however, 
showed an absence of any exacerbation or remisuon, and 
the continued type of the fever was soon beyond doubt. 
It now, however, led our thoughts in a different direction, 
a tendency U> redness about the edges and tip of the ton^e, 
with slight dryness of it, leading us to wat«h lest it might 
partake of a typhoid character. With this continued Ire- 

Siiency of the pulse, and suspicious appearance of the tongue, 
lere was profuse perspiration over the whole of the body 
and hmbs, and with this a most abundant crop of miliary 
eruption. Litmus paper showed the perspiration to be de- 
cidedly acid, which was also markedly the character of the 
urine. Attention was called about this (ime to the joints, 
which were slightly swollen, more especially the wrists and 
ankles, but not so as to interfere with their use. An early 
diagnosis of Che case as one of rheumatic fever had led to 
the usual treatment of this disease with u^ the free use of 
Rochelle salts, which was given in half drachm doeos eveiy 
three hours. Under this treatment, and this alone, he had 
been slowly but gradually improving, the urine haviagbecom« 
alkaline at one time under its use, but afterwards becoming 
acid again, though only temporarily, the fever slowly dimi- 
nishing, tbe profuse perspiration ceasing, the pains in th« 
joints nearly gone, and bis condition altogether quite comfbrt- 
able. The sounds of the heart have contmued natural during 
the whole time. This case illustrates the important practical 
point, that in rheumatism, the fever is the only conetant 
fact, the pains varying very much in their nature and seve- 
rity, and changing their location oilen when they do occur, 
sometimes attacking the joints, and afterwards Ihe mem- 
branes of the heart, and at other times attacking that vital 
organ at first, without showing its effects anywhere else. 

PAKU-LiaiA. 

The patient now t^sfure us has just entered the Ho^ital, 
and we will investigate his case. He is a native of Ireland, 
27 years of s^, a seafaring man, and has recently been a 
steward on board of an ocean steamer. Some three or four 
months ago be experienced hardships anil exposure from 
having been wrecked, and afterwards exposed to wet and 
cold in scrubbing the deck of the vessel, and in oiler ways ; 
and also suffered much mental anxiety about the same 
time. Soon after this he was attacked with pain in the 
back between the scaputo, and also severe pain, with a feel- 
ing of constriction across the lower port of the t^est end 
upper part of the abdomen, as though bound tightly across 
Qiose parts with a cord, for which he entered an hospital at 
Havre. He was told that it was rheumatic, and that it 
would pass downwards and thus pass off. These feelings 
partially subsided, when he began to experience a sense of 
numbness of the lower extremities, and found that he was 
be^nning to lose the use of them. The sensation in the 
hmbs returned, but the loss of power gradually increased, 
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thou^ he wu still able to walk about, wbea he entered the 
hospital ia CharlestOD, S. C, a fortnight ago ; eoon after 
which he lost the use of them entirely, and could Dot even 
Stead upon them. While there he was repeatedly blistered 
on the lower half of the back, and also along the HmbH, and 
also bad galvanism applied, and probably, also, took strych- 
nine, as he saya that he took something which caused violent 
twitching and jerking of hia legs. But he contjnued to 
grow worse instead of better, until the pardysis extended 
to both the rectum and the bladder. 

He sajfH that he has always been a healthv man, with the 
exception of haring an attack of fever while within the 
tropica two and a half years ago, and a gonorrhoea four 
years tigo, which produced a strictnre of the urethra, from 
ivhicb he still suffers. He never had syphilis. 

Ab now before us, yon will see tliat he is entirely unable 
to move hifl lower Umbi, not even to draw them up, aa he 
Hea upon the bed ; sensation in them is normal, and refiex 
action is unimpaired. He has a constant burning sensation 
in the aoles ot^the feet. Discharges [ram both bladder and 
leoturo take place involuntarily. He has never had any 
p«in in bia head, and hia mind is entirely unaffected, ae 
Btiil feels a sense of constriction across the lower part of the 
chest and opper part of the abdomen - diere is, also, pain on 
presjsare over the lower doraal and the whole of thelumW 
vertebne ; but it ia possible that some of the pain thus pro- 
duced may be owing to tenderness caused by the repeated 
blist«ring to which He has been subjected. His pulse is 88, 
rather small, but regular ; tongue clean, appetite good, 
twwela open. He suffers somewhat, at times, from pains 
and ^taamodic twitcbings of the iimb& but much leM thau 
often occurs in more advanced cases of this aSection. 

Yon have, then, a well characterised, and, indeed, d mode) 
ease of paraplegia, or paralysia of the lower extremities, a 
disease almost excluaively dependent upon aome affection 
of the spinii cord or ita appendages. The cause, exposure 
to wet and cold, is one of the most common of those pro- 
ducing the disease, and sometimes developea it in those 
who stand in the water for hours at work. It is also fome- 
timea produced by sleeping on the damp ground, and some- 
times by sleeping exposed to the night air. 

A characteristic and almost patho^omonic symptom is 
the peculiar pain, with asenae of oonatnction across the lower 
part of the chest and upper part of the abdomen, ao well 
marked in this case, which is sometimes mistaken for rheu- 
matiam, aa it waa in the present ioatanct^ and which I have 
known mistaken for pleurisy. You notice that the sensi- 
bility of the lower extremities continues normal, but that 
there ia entire losa of voluntary motion, and that the para- 
lysis has ex t^ided to the sphincters of the rectum and bladder, 
and that he is unable to ret«n the contents of either. There 
is pain in the back, and tenderness on pressure over several 
of the dorsal and lumbar vertebras, and he still complains of 
the severe pain radiating from the spinal column and ex- 
tending across the front part of the abdomen. His general 
health has begun to suffer &om the irritation of the disease 
and from the confinement He has lost flesh, is anssmic, 
and has a frequent and feeble pulse. The progress of the 
disease seems not to have been at all affected by any of the 
remedial means nsed, but to have been constantly onward. 
Different views have been taken of the pathology of this 
aSection, and it is doubtless true that the nature of the 
Iraon differs in different cases. It is sometimes owing to 
thickening of the investing membrane of the spinal cord, 
and sometimes to infianmiation of the ^inal cord itself; 
and when the latter lesion exists, sometimes softening of 
Uie oord, and at other times induration follows, each of 
which is attended by ita own more or less characteristic 
■ymptonu. They are always unpromising cases, espe- 
cially when they have alreadv laal«d so long without ame- 
fioration by remedies. Without detuning you with the 
diacQsnon of the different remedial means recommended, 
which may, perhaps, fhmish the subject for future remarks, 
I will Bay that I ahall tiy in the present case the effect of a 
mild met^mrialooutMi, and theref(»« give him Uic proto-iodide 



of mercury in half grain doses, combined with one grain 
of extract of conium, night and morning, leaving him with- 
out any counter-irritation at present I ahall give him nou- 
rishing but unstimutatin^ diet at present, but if he grows 
more feeble, shall give him tonics and stimulants. I wish 
to mention one caution of a practical nature connected with 
this disease, suf^gested by a case of it in our wards last 
year. The patient, an adult male, had constant dribbling 
awa3[ of urine, and it bad been taken for granted by the 
physician in the city under whose care he had been for three 
weeks, that the bladder had been fully evacuated fhim day 
today; but on percussion over that regioOjit was found very 
much distended, and a large quantity of strong smelling, 
highly colored urine was drawn off by the catheter. An- 
ouier still more unfortunate instance of neglect ia that case, 
which should also serve aa a warning in similar cases, was 
that the urine, which had been constantly dribbling away 
for BO long a time, had produced inflammation and excoria- 
tion of the skin on the inside of the thighs, and hod also 
given rise to large and foul bed sores over the sacrum and 
one of the trochanters, a condition very apt to happen when 
parts are constandy exposed to such an irritating cause in 
a system weakened by disease, and by long confinement to 
one portion and aided by the continued pressure by the 
weignt of the body. Dribbling away of urine should always 
lead to a careful examination of tne state of the bladder, 
and to an evacuation of its contents, if distended. In (he 
present case, the bladder waa found to be nearly empty. 



HISTORY OF A CASE OF THE 

DRACUNCTTLUS OR GUINEA WORM (FILARIA 
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Jab. H. Harvet, nativity, N. T.; aged 32 yeart, was ad- 
mitted into tiie Hospital, June 11, 1860. The right ankle was 
considerably swollen, extending on the externa] side nearly 
to the knee, quite dark colored, and attended with intolera- 
ble itohing throughout the day. From six or seven o'clock in 
the evening until daylight he waa every night kept awake, 
and sometimes almost frantic, f^m the jerking pMn, as he ex- 
pressed it which seemed as though the bone was being 
gnawed off. 

About four weeks previous to admission, while "befor* 
tie mast" en rvuU from New Orleans to New York, he 
first observed a sfkclling, which commenced below the ex- 
ternal m^eolus, attended with sU^t itdiing, which gradu- 
ally increased and extended. June 17th, about two mchea 
above the malleolus, a vesicle was punctured at the i^>ex 
of what appeared to be a boil, when with the semi-trans- 
parent serous discharge, in quantity perhaps half a drachm, 
a dracunculus was observed, a loop of whidi protruded fully 
ao inch. This wos the sole cause of all hia trouble, Dr, 
Livingstone's method was im mediately reaorted to, which is 
the roBtr comprtu and adhaivt »trapi, and in forty-eight 
hours the head together withhalfayard of the body waa ex- 
tracted. The patient being alone when the head appeared, 
was anxious to remove it himself, but making too great 
traction, he broke the body at the puncture, leaving a por- 
tion of unknown length hidden in the tissues. Inflamma- 
tion and pain followed, increasing (or several days. Lines 
of Uvid red, one-fourth of on inch wide, extended around 
and across the leg, and half the distance (rem the knee to 
the hip. These graduaDy subsided, and tiiesweUiug and pun 
I (Uminuheddaybyday ; and, after considerable supijuration, 
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the wound bealed. Aupist let, the paUent was discharged 

The dnicunculua, of Uie class entjJioa, and apccieB flana 
mtdintnta, is of Uist division in which is found a distinct 
intestinal cenat, oriGcea at both ends, and traces of a nervous 
and muacukr system. It is confined to tropical localities; 
Beldom more than three yards long ; and is found sif dimi- 
nished length accordiug to its age. The female only has 
been discovered, which resembles a flattened cord one line 
in diameler, of a yellowiah color. The head is round, a 
little larger than the body, and araied wilh four etrught 
pointed spines, by which it probably penetrates the tissues. 
It is found in the subcutaneous areolar tissue, chieHy of the 
ankles, feet, and legs ; very seldom in Uie abdominal parietes 
or Unas. Sometimes it appears as an endemic, allackiog 
certain regiments in armies and sparing otliers. 



become iofected only b^ coming in actual contact with it; 
hence the natives of Africa guard against wetting their feet, 
bathing in standing pools, or sleeping on the ground. As 
many as Gfty have been found in one person; more than 
one, however, seldom occurs. It is viviparout, aad the 
young are supposed lo be impregnated before entering the 
flesh of other «niin»l» and after attaining their full develop' 
ment attempt an esc^te to their native soil in which lo 
deposit the germs, where the male conslanlly remains. 
When it is superficially situated its growth can be watched, 
which is quite rapid, ofltimes increaang more than an inch 
in twenty-four hours. When deep, it may remain a long 
time nndiscoveied, and be transported to foreign countries, 
without showing any symptoms of its preseitce. Before 
opening extem^y, a htUe boil may be observed, from 
which, when it bursts, or is opened, the anterior part of the 
worm protrudes. Oentle ana continued tractioD should be 
made, the compress rolled three or four times per day, and 
great care taken not to break it, for serious results will be 
most likely to fc^w such an accideuL 

Whether the germs ever live and mature in tlie fleah after 
the death of the parent from such accidents, without first 
being deposited in the ground, is doubtful, sjid in view of 
that, the above-named case is an interesting one to observe. 
This case is interesting also in showing how long a period 
this entozoon can remam burrowed hi the tissues, without 
acting as a foreign body, it being full six years since the 
patient was in Uonulor, Morocco, where he remained 
nearly a month travdling with uncovered feeL and sleeping 
on the ground. He returned to K Y. in August, 1854, 
and has since remained in the U. S. 



THE RATIONALE OF THE 

HOT AND COLD STAGES AND PERIODICAL 

EXACERBATION OF DISEASES. 
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Thb existence of what may be denominated the Hot 
and the Cold Stages, or the Periodical Exacerbations of 
many, if not most oieeases, will be generally admitted. The 
experience of every observing physician is that in a large 
number of diseases Uiese mysterious phenomena are con- 
stantly recurring. My object is simply lo throw out some 
suggestions which, if they do not sdve the problems, will 
at least only add a few more harmless conjectures to the 
already accumulated mass. The consideration of heat and 
cold, as exhibited in the animal economy, involves the subject 
of calorification, and this again depends upon the eireulation 
and the nenww lytlem. No proposition in physiology seems 
morefiUiy settled than the mutually modi^in^ relationship 
of the nervous and the circulatory systems; agam none more 
clearly proven than that the waste of tissue must be com- 
pensated by repair — and it is from the peculiar phenomena 



which we see exhibited that the following propositions are 
deduced. 

1st. That abnormal cold, as observed in the oalaet and 

oftentimes during tLe course of different diseases, ia a con- 
sequence of suBpension of nutritive processes, depending oa 
nervous influences either centric or reflex. 

2d. That abnormal heat^ as observed in the same, is a con- 
sequence of exaggeration m the nutritive processes, depend- 
ing on nervous influence either centric or reflex. 

3d. That periodic exacerbationa of disease, by whit^ I 
mean more or lees stated recurrences of depreaeJon and re- 
action, are simply phenomena of tiasue exhaustion and re- 
suscitation — waste and repur. 

Tht Rati«naU of tht Cold £^^e.— Marshall Hall haa 
given, in bis philosophical researches, a key with whicJi we 
may unlock many hitherto secret and profound mysteries, 
and the idea which we gain from him in reference te reflex 
action may be ^plied to the explanation in poiuL Which- 
ever theory we adopt as explanatory of animal temperature, 
whether that of combustion between oxygen and carbona- 
ceous material in the blood, or the more recent one of the 
assimilative and disassimilative processee, the &ct of nerve 
influence as the great regulator and modifier of that tempe- 
rature remains undisputed. Both physiological experiment 
and pathological accident point to and directly prove thia. 
The raising or the lowering of the temperature of the body 
through any excitement or disturbance of the nervous sys- 
tem is a doily fact and a daily observation. The distinctive 
office of the circulatory system is that of bringing pabulum 
for the tissues. The distinctive office of the nervous sys- 
tem is the endowment of those tissues with soaceptibility ; 
one conveys the food to the part, the other modiljeB the 
chemieo-vital action on which assimilation d«>endB. Neither 
is independent of the other ; on the state of the Uood de- 
pends the condition of the nerves, and the nerves morbidly 
affected cuinot yield that susceptilNlity necessary to an ao- 
tive, equable, elective affinity. The nervous system is the 
sentinel ever on tlie alert to warn against dangera without 
and within ; it guards the pharynx and taiynx, and, indeed, 
all the outlete and inlets to the body. In view of the«e 
functions, as also the intimate relationship which existe be- 
tween nerve action and animal temperature, we may extend 
this reflex law to the csplllary system. Over this extensive 
field may not nature have stationed her manifold sentient 
and motor aentinela ? Disregarding the lact which is unim- 
portant, the question we propose is whether the phenomena 
we seek to explain are referable to the well-known law. 

Adopting the theoty of combustion for the present, we 
will apply this law. Let us suppose a disease, beginning 
with a hfood poisoD, has passed through its mystenons in- 
cubation (of whose nature we can perhaps never know 
anything), until it has reached that point at which peaoetv- 
ble toleration must ceaae. In accorthnce with theprinciple 
of re6ex action this poison is^ so to speak, repulsed. While 
the tissues throw off their effete matter they do not receive 
in exchange the poisoned blood As a consequenos of this 
twofold action, the blood becomes carboaized, and yet 

mand for new blood is more or less diminished by this in- 
terruption in assimilation. Henoe (he sluggishness of the 
drculation, the interference with the proceus of oombustioo, 
and the deprivation of the colorifymg agent; and hence 
the induction of a general or a partial chHl. Whether in 
this process (he nerve action is purely reflex or purely cen- 
tri<L the final effect must be the same. 

Again, let us adopt the theory that animal temperatura 
depends ^mply and solely upon the nutritive proceeaeft 
So far as nerve/orct is concented its modus operandi ia the 
same. In one case animal heat is ascribed to tiie ad of 
assimilation, in the other more or less to a product of th*t 
<u:t considered as the fuel for the fire ; hut prior to all this 
the nerve force must still come in. With regard to the 
action of the nerves let us dwell more particular^ upon the 
teachings of physiology. If we should simply generaUie, the 
whole might be reduced to a syllogiBm. Thus it is a set- 
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lied point in phyaiology, Hut the nntriti»e processes depend 
npoa the ganglionic or sympathetic system of nerres. 
Again, it is a setlJed point that upon tliese very nutritive 
processes animat temperature depends.' Therefore an; dis- 
torbance of that nervous system must be manifested in a 
corresponding abnormality of animal heat; and to thiscon- 
dusion, after oil, it seems that we must come, whatever data 
we take. But let us draw onr conclusions from examples. 
Suppose a man has received concussion of the brain; the 
nsuid phenomenon immediately afterwards is eoldnat of the 
sur&ce. Here it is evident that the great nerve centres are 
the parts primarily affected, and through them, the nervous 
system as a whole, and Uie consequence is reduction of 
heat The connexion then between this invasion of the 
nervous system and reduction in temperature is most inti- 
mate, and the only ground for a charge of fallacy in pur 
infereAK is the supposition that this reduction of tempe- 
rature is owing to a direct effect npon the muscular power 
of the heart, whereby its action is impeded. But we may 
meet this supposition with another example. Let us take 
a case of paralysis. Here we know nerve influence is, to 
a certain extent at least, cut off and although the sympa- 
thetic system, distributed to and presiding over the parts, 
may be entire, yet since undoubtedly one of its chief func- 
tion is to work in response to the stimulus of sensation 
and motions, when these are removed the natural result 
would be as we find it, viz. defective nutrition and its con- 
•e<^uent reduction of temperature. In this case the heart's 
action is as normal and healthy as ever. It is not, there- 
fore, from defective nutrition arising from the lack of a due 
supply of blood from the heart; but defective nutrition 
•rrang Irom n«n'« ditturbanet, that coldness in concussion 
of the brain, as well as in paralysis, may be brought about 

But without enumerating examples it is sufficiently evi- 
dent that a serious disturbance of the nervous system Tnat/, 
ftud so &r as our observation goes, does always produce a 
chill ; and wherever we see Uiis chill or reduction in tem- 
perature prolonged, as in paralysis ; more or less limiled in 
phthisis ; and in all cases where we know nutrition is defec- 
tive, we can but come to the conclusion that nerve force, 
ntitrition, and animal heat, follow as direct cause and effect. 
It cannot be considered altogether chimerical if when we 
observe this phenomenon in many if not most diseases, 
*re riiould ascribe it to the same commga cause ; when a 
person is attacked with erysipelas, and the disease is 
Tisbered in with a chill, and all acknowledge that some 
speciOc poison is at work in the system, we do not trans- 
rrvaa the prindplea of anali^ical reasoning, if we account 
for it on me same premises that we do in injuries of the 
brain, or nervous system generally; and when a man has 
swallowed a poison, or mh^ed the poison of a (»nta- 
^ous disease, as small-pox, scarlatina, Ac., or imbibed the 
general poison of mdaria, and as a consequence &!l8_ a 
victim to disease which is ushered in with a distinct chill, 
■we may with propriety turn for a solution of this problem 
to the well known and common effect of depressed ner- 
Tous action, which effect is a suspension of (he healthy and 
active processes of asdmilation and dis-assimilation. 

Bat after a Kmited period, in the majoritv of active dis- 
eases, at least, there comee a cessation of this cold stage, 
and reaction lakes place. This brings us to our second 
proposition. 

It is a common bet, coming under the daily observation 
of all, that the vital powers will ollen succumb, to a certain 
extent, to one kind of invasion, and yet be excited and 
aroused ftom their &iling condition, by another kind of attack 
which shall supersede the former and bring out dormant 
and entirely new energies. Now, when we take into ao- 
cxnint what must be the condition and tendency of the mo- 
lecular constitution of the tissues, dependent as they are for 
their very existence upon that vitalizing nervons system 
which during the chill is depreffied, this very tendency to 
molecular derangement during the stage of depression, con- 
stitutes in the end the spur and irritant by which the sleeping 
enei^esof the nervouBsystem arearou.wd. Thnsoneshock 



may depressthe system, andanotherofadiffercnt nature may 
arouse that system to an unwonted and undue ene^y. This 
I conceive to be tlie modti* operandi of the reaction from 
the cold stage. In one instance the nature of this reaction 
may be excessive tissue repair, in another it may be exces- 
sive tissue disintegration; and in a third both processes 
may be simultaneous. But whatever may be the view 
taken upon this point, the idea which I wish to convey is 
that derangement in the vitaUty of tisBues consequent upon 
suspended nerve force, constitutes the stimulus by which 
the nervous system is again aroused. In this respect it 
seems to be a phenomenon of reSex action. All of the 
healthy processes which for a period had been somewhat 
suspended, are now pushed to the other extreme in hist 
the ratio of the stimulus applied, and the morbid irritabili^ 
of the nerves excited. Blood is sent to the parts in greater 
quantities, for greater demands are being made by these 
treat changesln the tissues ; as a consequence of this, animal 
neat is evolved, and we have the phenomenon of the hot 
stage or what we commonly coll fever. This is but the 
law of all animal heat wherever and however e: 



hibited? If a local irritation be set up in any part of the 
body, the result is a flow of blood to (hat parl^ and eleva- 
tion of temperature. 

This period of reaction, too, like the one of depreswon, is 
a limited one. Whether we take a well marked case of in- 
termittent fever, giving ua the striking changes in snocesuon 
of wW and heat, and equilibrium, or whether we note those 
faintly blended lights and shades which characterize the 
course of continued fever, in each we must observe more 
or less the swelling and ebbing of (he tide of the vital forces. 
In keeping with a universal law, the tissues having their 
waste, must have their period of repair; and hence, follow- 
ing the period of reactiouj is a period of rest If we sup- 
pose that, from many modifying circumstances, the stimulat- 
ing cause does not act with equal force at all times: or 
that tissae repair is not as active at one time as at anotner; 
or agfun, that both stimulus and repair act with increased or 
decreased energy, we should explain the difference both ttf 
tiie periodic occurrence, and tiie character of (hat occur- 
rence. But conceive of a disease where the invading causa 
r«main3 the same, the susceptibility and repur of tissues 
the same, and the malady would be charactenied by a well 
marked periodicity. It will readily be admitted that this 
view or things may be apjjlied to lul exhibitions of muicu- 
lar action, and all admUled instances of reflex action involve 
onhf tliia idea of muscular action. It is plun that any ab- 
normal action of the aasimilsting and dis-assiniilating pro- 
cesses, such as we observe in the great majority of diseases, 
is so much labor at the expense of (he nervous power at 
least ; and if it stop in nature's own time and by nature S 
own process, we witness a periodicity which admits of the 
sameexplanationas the periodicity of a labor pain, and many 
of the spasmodic diseases, which are now so generally re- 
ferred for solution to Marshall Hall's theory. Undoubtedhf 
there are instances where this periodicity is maintained, 
after it has been once established, by that mysterious amne- 
thing which we call habit, even after Uie cause has been re- 
moved, as in neuromatous tumors, the neuralgic pains of 
which are still experienced long after their removal In 
this respect nature seems to be moulded with a sort of 
plasticity to whatever impression it may be subjected; and 
since (he very essence of the nervous system is impressibilitT 
and response, it will subserve the impetus given to it unfll 
either a new force rebuts it with a new and different im- 
petus (which we may term an antiperiodic), or until, hke a 
projectile, it has spent its force. 



Phtsioloot ay Daowiniia — M. Beau has bid before tiie 
French Academy an account of his eroeriments on ftia 

subject, made upon dogs. He gives as the result his behrf 
that the death of the drowned has the greatest resemblance 
to that which happens in consequence of t^anic afiection 
of the nerves of retpiniioa.—GnnitteiJiendtu. 
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HOWARD HOSPITAL OP PHILADELPHIA. 
Era AKD £ab Dcpabtmkkt. 

[Ami B u ffCB, Lavwnci Tmncii, H.D.] 

Jnflanunation 0/ tte Dermu. — Erysipda*.— Oct 24lh. 
Mrn. 3., ftged Kveutj, Buffering from deofbeas and pain in 
tbe ear. An absceSB was found on the niLvicuJar fossa. 
She baa not been in good health for some IJme; ia fererish, 
and has a simitar abscess on her forehead. Besides this th<w 
iaerjNpelas of the auricle, extending into the meatus, which 
]a red, cracked, and covered with brsn-like epithelial 
■oales. Directed 9. Pulr. carbo. ligni, magnes. cafcin. aa 
3j. aa a laxative ; locally, an application of ezt plunibi and 
est. opii aq.^ sli^ttj wanned, and the parts to be covered 
with oiled silk. 

26th. Abecesa opened; parta moist, and free from pain. 
Ordered piL calomel comp. gr. v. three tines a daj, and 
9. ext sarsap. c fluid., liq. calcis aa f J Iv., tablespoonful 
three times a day in sweetened water. 

27\h. Much improved ; redness and itching conlinne ; 
linaring imperfect from the tinnitus aurium made by the 
passage of the air orer the d;y scales in the meatus. Apply 
^^oerin, and ung. hvdrarg. nitrat. equal part^to the canal, 
witb a camel's bak brush. 

SOtfa. Opened a second abscess, and again apphed the 
lead and o^ium solution. 

31st. Directed the application of a solution of gutta 
percha in chloroform to the meatus. The allerative treaC- 
ment to be continued. 

Nov. 4th. The eruption has entirely disappeared, and the 
ear has aKumed its natural color. The treatment should 
be continued several weeks, with care in diet, and avoid 
covering the parts too warmly. 

Cfbmavlitr Form. — This variety usually occurs in young 
persons <^ a scrofulous, rheumatic, ot gouty diathesis. The 
most frequent cause is the sudden application of cold air or 
water to the ear, when the system is in a state of excite- 
ment from any cause. 

SumpfOTTu. — It commences with itching of the ear, gra- 
duaUy pausing into pain, increased by any motion of the 
jaws. The auditory canal is slightly swollen, and of a pale 
red color. When doeely examined, this swelling is ob- 
■erred to consist of vsacular emiaencee closely set together, 
or in some instances ot pustules containing a lymphatic or 
purulent fluid. On the second or third day there ta a dU- 
charge of muco-pumlent fluid of an ammoniacaj odor. The 
duration of the disease is from fourteen to tweDty-foor 
d»ys. Kramer, Bust, and Erukenber^ argue that this affec- 
tion tends to the production of polypi in the meatus. The 
following case wilt illustrate t^ vanetj : — 

Sept I5th. Lewis L , aged ten J^earSj has suffered for 

several days with an acute inflammation in his ear. Ha 
has been didl of hearing for eight months, the result of a 
cold. In the meatus of the len ear thore were atnceeses 
witb glandular enlargements, and an accumulation of ceru- 
men in the rigit ear. Ho was an»mic ; bowels regular, 
appetite good, These abscesses were freely opened, and a 
warm lead solution applied. Iron was given internally. 

18th. All traces 0/ the abscesses gone, with desquama- 
tion of the epithelium. Hearing much improved. Directed 
to keep the ear moistened with a small quantity of sweet oil 

Oct 3d. Been exposed to cold, and the disease has 
returned ; the same trestment was renewed, with the addi- 
tion of bydrwg. chlorid. mit in alterative doaas. AAer 
three weeks he presented himself cured. 

If^fammation of ihe C^tiUif Tftnie of (Ae MxUut. — Cases 
of tUs variety have been very numerous during the winter 
of 1859 and 1860 : bsving, we suppose, some reUtton to ibe 
q>idemic of diphtheria prevkiling at tt» same time. 



An infant, aged two months, has fever, reetlenneas, and 
to3!ung about of tie head. Upon pressure witb the fingers 
at the root of the led ear, the child screamed loudly. Thia 
was soon followed by a tree discharge of muco-purulent 
matter, accompanied with fibrous ahre& and cheesy Qakea. 
The ear was leeched, and carefiiUy washed out with equal 
parts of lime water and milk, and the bowels were kept 
free by the use of rhubarb and cbalk. A small blister 
was applied for several hours in front of the ear, and fol- 
lowed by a poultice. This was renewed six timea, and the 
wash changed for a watery solution of powdered cubeb«, 
which was continued until the discharge csased. As this 
ear improved, the right one became affected, and was simi- 
larly treated. By tTie end of four weeks the diild had 
entirely recovered, without any imperfection of hearing. 
This case is a type of pome twelve or fifteen eimilar^ 
octturriog in youn^ diildren, most of which ter>iiQat«a 
without an extension of the inflammation to tbe mem- 
brana tympanl But when from neglect or mismanage- 
ment this occurs, and the disease goes on, deafness to a 
greater or less extent ensues Ibom the detraction of the 
membrane. Much injury has been repeatedly done by the 
use of Btrong solutions of nitrate of silver, etc 

Mrs. 0., aged forty-seven, of feeble constitution, was 
attacked in February with pains in both ears, accompaiied 
by tinnitua aurium, and swelling, so that the meatus was 
completely closed. On the third day there was a diecbarge 
of a thin bloody matter, without any relief to tLe patient. 
The pain increased, so that no sleep could be obtained, 
even by the use of anodynes. The auricle was extremely 
sensitive to the touch. On the seventh day, after free 
leeching and tbe use of doses of one-tenth of a RTsin of 
morphia, and (he application of a solution ol mor^a and 
extract of belladonna, tbe swelling and pain moderated. 
The discharge now was a thick chee^ pu^ flowii^ out on 
the sligliteet pressure, iu front of the ear. An inhiaion of 
rose-leaves was now directed to clean out the parts, and « 
small blister was placed in front of (he ear, and remained 
fire hours, after which a poultice was applied. The blister 
was twice renewed; in the meanwhile nothing being used 
to block up the meatus. On the tenth day abficesee* 
were found within the meatus, which were opened- The 
patient was placed on a tonic treatment For some two 
weeks she was deaf, but this gradually disappeared, as tha 
thickening of the parts was reduced. 

Mary M., aged twenty-three years, attacked in a similar 
manner, causing great hardness and depoait of lymph. An 
abscess formed at the bottom of tlie lobe, which was opened, 
giving rent to a large amount of pua. Warm applications 
were mode to (he parte, and then a solution of the acetate 
of lead gr. L to the ounce was directed, with a blister in 
front of the ear, Qtrate of magnesia was given in ^lerient 
doses, and fearing erysipelas, she was put on (he tr. fsrti 
chlorid. gtt. X. three times a day. 8ho speedily recovered, 
withoat permanent deafness. 

Leti o/Manbrana I\/mwmi. — Andrew H,, aged 16 ycara. 
had Bcariatina, in 1865, and has been almost totally deafaince. 
By an ezsjnination of both ears, the membrana tympani was 
ascertained to be gone, along with the small bones of the 
ear. He could not hear a watch tick, though placed in con- 
tact with tbe ear, and understands his mother by watching 
her lips. By using the Eustachian catheter, both lubes were 
found l« be pervious, although much narrowed. The ton- 
sils were destroyed, and the sofl palate and arches covered 
with diseased mucous membrane. The most important 
point in the treatment would be to increase, if possible, the 
power of the auditory nerve, but as there is scarcely any- 
thing left in the ear, but perliaps the slopes, an attempt 
might be made to close the cavity, and thus form a shut 
sac, b^ (he method of Ur. Toynbee. A drum will be made 
for (his case, with a metallic tube, and at the outer extj«- 
mity of which will be a sort of flange to prevent it from 
slitning into the ear. 

For the affection of the throat he was ordered, 9. Pulr. 
•him. }sa.pulv. nnciw^h. 3i., to be applied to the parts, 
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Dr. T. remarked, that his faith in Mr. Toj>Dbee's inTention 
bad been coosiderablv shaken, as in four out of five cases 
after it was applied, he waa compelled to remove it. 

Tnjtammation of tht Mastoid Crib.— Mrs. D., aged 35, 
has suffered for three weeks with pain in the ear and 
head, the effect of a cold. There is deafness, with great 
redness, heat, pain, and swelling at the bock of the ear ; 
the external auricle looking forward, being pushed out 
firom the bone. There was no perforation of the mem' 
brone. She had fever; pulse 102, and the pain intense, 
in spite of hot fomentationB. Dr. T. remarked upon the 
rarity of this disease, he having seen bnt two coses in hos- 
piCat, and one in priTate practice, among hundreds of cases 
of ear affections. In tne eorly stages, active and free 
depletion should be employed, both by the arm and leeches 
to the back of the ear. At the present stage she will be 
freely purged with calomel, followed by alterative doses of 
the same ; she must have foot-baths frequently repeated, 
and pulv. ipecac et opii in fijll doaes, to relieve pain and 
act on the skin. Three days later she was much improved; 
the leeching had caused a feeling of fiuntiiees, and relieved 
the bruD, but there is evidently pus under the pericranium. 
A free incision was made down to the bone, causing a dis- 
charge of bloody serum, after which poulticea were applied. 
niree days subsequently, pus was nowin^ freeljr ; all the 
redness and pain was gone. She fblt quite relieved, and 
was able to be about tier usual occupation. She was 
directed to take bichlor. hydrarg. gr. one-thirtieth part, in 
fr. cinchon. corap., with good diet. Her hearing is very 
imperfect 

LONG ISLAND COLLEGE HOSPITAL. 
CoHPLEn OccLiisioH or TBI Ala Nasi as a Siquila or 
CawrujuiT SiuLLrox. — Cowoua Cohoknitu. Mauor- 
MATIOH or TBB Hahd. 

[Bwvt** 14 Dr. JOKR «. JODHH.] 

OoMPLBTi OocumoN or Alx Nasi, a Siqdkla or OoorLcmr 

Sir all-Pox. — Opuatios. 
BBtDOBT Uc — , nt 6 yoars, waa brought to the clinic with 
cmnplele occIukmi of the anterior naru, the result of an 
•U*ck of confluent small-pox, from which she -suffered six 
jnontha before on board an emigrant ship. She had never 
been vaccinated. When brouf^ht to the hoepital, the 
moDth was kept wide open, no air entering by the nostrils. 
The mother stated that the patient had great difflculty in 
«aling and drinking j that she would sometimes nearly euf- 
fbcstte. The voice was nasal in character. Dr. J. attempted 
to introduce a small silver probe into the nares, but with- 
out success ; the cicatrices were so large and firm that it 
was imponible to say where the abe t«rminated, and where 
the septum commenced. A No. 1 steel bougie was then 
tried, and dilatation aUempted bv pushing drmly against 
the cicatriz. Finding it imposwble to dilate the parts in 
this way, a slit was made on either side, and a No. i bon- 
ne introduoed. Dilatation was continued till a No. 7 could 
be easily introduced. The child made so much opposition 
to these measures that the mother discontinued attendance, 
and Ibe case was lost sig^t of for the next two months 
when she again returned with the narea so much contracted 
th*t a No. 1 bouffie could hardly be introduced. She was 
then put under the influence of chloroform; slight incisions 
werewainirwde ; ^wnzetentswereintroduced, kept in their 
j4ace by collodion, and the whole so completely covered 
with atraps that the child could not — "—— 'i—" m.^^^ 



9 them. These 



CuKious CoHODirrAL Malforiiatioii or tbi Hamd. 
RiHRr Caddka, residing at 133 Smith street, of Jewish 
parentage, was brought to the clinic with alaoerated wound 
f^fauT^thand The most intereating feotureof this case 



was the congenital malformation of the left hand. All the 
other children of the family are well formed. His mother 
assigns as a reason for the malformation, that one day when 
about two months pregnant, she was dres^ng a cabbaee 
for dinner, and put tier hand on a snail. She immediately 
withdrew the hand, but her fright was so great that she 
did not recover from it for some days. There is no heredi- 
tary tendency to malformation, and the child is well formed 
in other respects. The left hand is much smaller tlian the 
right. The thumb, though small, is perfectly developed, 
having both phalanges, nail, etc. The forefinger has a 
single small pnalanT, beyond the extremis of which a smaB 
fleshy growth without nail continues for about half an inch. 
The middle finger is ^milar in formation to the forefinger, 
having a sma!! imperfect plialanit, and fleshy growth beyond 
it The third or ring finger is entirely defldent, bavittg 
neither phalanx ; a fleshy pedicle shows where the finger 
should be. The fourth finger is simitar to the first and 
second, having a small phalanx, and a pedicle attached. 



BELLEVUE HOSPITAL. 
OpERATioira FOB Raoical Ourb or HeBinA. 
[B«port«d br EuaiRB Ptnarar, U.D., Hou* Su|«b.] 
Oasb 1, — Morris Tail, tet. 67 years, native of Irelvid, 
laborer, was admitted August 24, 1869, with an obbqne 
inguinal hernia. Sept, 1, Dr. Qoraey performed the ope- 
ration for Its radical cure with Notts instrument mvMi- 
nating the scrotum, and retiuning it in that position by 
means of silver sutnres and pledgets irf lint; a oompres 
was then placed over (he canal and secured by means of 
a epica bandage. Sent 8. — Wire removed; invaginatioa 
reduced ; canal occluded. He cmitinued in thai oondition 
ontjl October 7, when he was dischai^«d cored. 

Case 2. — Joaeph lAug, Kt 62, single, nimnaiiji, hatter, 
admitted Nov. 14, 1869, with a Urge obUqoa ■mtil 
hernia of the right side, of four years' itaadinf, bnt 



R Wood performed Nott's operation. Dec 7. — ^Extensiv* 
erydpelatous inflammation in loww port of the abdomen. 
Suture removed, truss applied in lieu of spic* bandage ; 
eupport«d by suspensory bandage. Deo. 10.— 



Hernia deecMided into scrotnm, i«daced without any difl- 
cuity, patient tied in bed to keep htm qnlet. Jan. 4, 
1S60. — Patient allowed to riee, the canal being filled with 
lympb, and hernia remuning reduced. Jan. 12. — Patient 
<UBcWged cured, there being no return of the hernial pro- 
trusion. 

Casb 3. — Henry Qeiseler, Kt 33, sfai^^ Germany, olei^, 
good constitution, temperate, admitted Nov. 6, 18S9, 
with an oblic[ue reducible inguinal hernia of left side, 
which bad existed for an indefinite period. Dec. 3. — Dr. 
jas. R. Wood passed a seton of silk suture through the 
canal with Am^y's instrument, but owing to the aerist- 
ant having allowM the instrument to slip, the needle waa 
only passed through the external riBg. A oompren waa 
then [daced over the canal, and secured by means of a spkia 
band^^ Dec 7. — Seton removed, and truss Bnbstitiited fyr 
angle spica handle. Dec 15. — Inflammation has entirely 
subsided j hernia remains redooed ; patient allowed to get 
up, weanng a truss ; impulse over Mxlominal ring sliofatly 
felt on patient's coughing. Dec 2a— Hernia came down 
whilst at stool. Jan. lOtti. — The Home Bm^eon operated 
by introdudog a seton, pamng it oompletdy through the 
canal; anngle quoabandi^andeomprea was placed over 
thepart; patientwaskeptu bed fork month. Feb. Ifi. — 
Discharged with trun no impolse bong felt. 

Casi 4.— Peter Kelly tet. 33, Irish laborer, mod oon- 
■titution, was admitted Dec 20, 1859, wiUi on obtiqns ui- 
guinal hernia of right aide, caused by a fall into tha hold 
of a ship a few days before Jan. 8, I860.— Dr. Jaa. R 
Wood operated for its radical cure in the same manner ■• in 
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Caae No. 3, uaing Eigga' needle. Feb. 1. — Spica bandage 
removed knd truss Bubsliluted. Feb. 28. — Discharged with 

Cah 6. — JottD VartiD, leL 41, Gennan;, laborer, admit- 
ted Feb. 6, 1860, with an oblique inguinai hernia of right 
ude, as large as the closed fist, of twelve years' standing; 
has worn a truss, but retMus it in position with difficulty. 
He has also a small bemia on left aide. April 14.— Dr. 
Parker operated for the radical cure of the hernia, by inva- 
ginating with his finger a portion of the integument of the 
acrotum, and passing a loDg curved needle armed with a 
setOD of lamp wick through the canal, bringing it out upon 
the abdomen about one inch above the internal rine; a 
Cork on one end of the eeton was used aa a plug to keep 
np the iuvagioated scrotum, and the other end on the sur- 
bce of the abdomen was tied tightly over a roll of adhesive 
[daster. April 20th.— Patient has been comfortable all the 
veek, and lo-ilay the seton was removed; the hemia does 
not descend. There is oonsidetsble inQammation about the 
part, and free suppuration along the track of the seton. A 
truss vne appliMl and patient directed to remain on his 
back. May 16. — A radical cure has apparently been effected, 
and the patient was discharged to-day. 

Nott's operation was performed by Dr. Sayre in one case, 
bill failed ; Riggs'a operation in another, by Dr. Church, 
with a similar want of sncceae; the hemia returning in 
boib eases before the patients wer« disdiarged. In the 
fint fiTe cases the patienta were directed to wear a truss 
Ibr one year; none of these hare as jet returned to the 
hospital 
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"" "ABPtTTATtON or TmOH SSCOSDART H^MOKIinAQE. 

F. W , seaman, nt 37, a native of Prussia, waa admit- 
ted int« the Hospital on the night of Aug. 11, during the 
service of Dr. Watson. Half an hour before admission, 
while engaged in firing a salute, the cannon which he was 
ramming explodedprematutelj, the ramrod striking agMnst 
his left thigh. His iojuriee consisted of a compound 
eomminated fracture of the femur four inches above the 
knee joint, and slight powder bums about the face. The 
fracture was oblique from above downwards and inwards, 
so much BO that the finger passed in for its full len^h 
(ailad to reaeh the lower end of the upper firagmenL Tbe 
ai^acent tissues were much oontusHi, but the arteir, 
alUioug^ eipoaed for an inch of its length, was ^>parently 
■ninjured. Heemorrhase had not been profuse, and patient 
was suffering but ^ghtly from shock. The Hpiculie ofbone 
were removed, gtt xv. of Magendie's solution administered, 
and ia an hour he had fairly reacted. At this time he was 
seen by the Attending Surgeon, who, despurinr of saving 
tbe limb, proceeded at once to amputate by Uie circular 
method, Just above tbe seat of injury. Very htUe blood 
was lost during the operation. The stump was ^en dressed 
in the folbwing manneri a bandage was first slightly ap- 
{dfed ttom above, forcing the integument downwards, and 
when the roller bad reached wiliiin two inches of the 
Btamp, tbe flaps were accurately adjusted, and so held by 
wide stiips ot^emp. adlieaiv.; no suturea being employed. 
The roller was then continued down to the edge of the stump. 
This, with a cold water application over the atr^ie, com- 
pleted the dressing. For the two days following the ope- 
ration patient showed slight febrile reaction, but on the 
third day tbe pnlse settled down to 80, and oontinned at 
that figure until tbe tenth day after the operation. At this 
period the dressings were for the first time removed, the 
Ggatoree coming away with them. The stump was found to 



have united by firet intention, from ibe edges aearl; to the 
middle, not more than half an inch in extent of suppunting 
surface remaining on either flap. Tbe discharge now udoudI- 
ed to about J iv. of blood per diem. The same dreeeingt 
were again applied, and patient continued to do as nell until 
the next afternoon, when bis bed unfortunately received a 
heavy jar. He states that at the time he felt something iu 
tbe stump give way, and leisurely examining the put, 
found the dressings already stoned with blood. Th« 
House Surgeon was immediately summoned. He at 
once applied a tourniquet, but not before Jz. or Jiij. 
of blood had been effused. The dreesings were retuoied 
immediately, and when tbe tourniquet was loosened, i 
stream of blood issued per saltum from a point deep in the 
stump and near the bone. This lell no resource but to 
open the stump, which was immediately done: the vMsel 
was then readily seized with a tenaculum, and a l^alur» 
■ftplied^ but the tiasues around were too soft to aUov it 
to hold, and alter its opplicetion had been twice repeated, 
with the same result, a curved needle armed with a douUe 
thread was carried higher up in the more solid tinue, ud 
with good success. The luemorrhage now in fact nig 
completely arrested ; the compress which was applied over 
tbe straps not even being soiled when it was removed Ibe 
following day. For two days following the operation of 
opening the stump, a free discharge St grumous matter 
occurred, but this on the third d^ gave place to an equtlly 
free discharge oflaudable pus. No constitutional symptomi 
followed beyond a slight acceleration of the pulse Ibr a leir 
davs, and at the end of a week the patient was again &vor- 
ably progressing. 

DisLocAnoN or First Phalaiiz or Thukb ntirua*. 

Mary B , mt 35, a native of Ireland, and by ownpa- 

tion a housemaid, was sent to the Hospital on tbe niibt of 
August — , by one of the Attending Surgeons, with lie re- 
quest that the above dislocation should be reduced. The 
luxation occurred about four hours before her admissirai bj 
a f^from acbtur, her whole weight catching on her ihomb. 
The patient was a stout muscular woman, uid as eveiy 
effort had previously been made to reduce it withont ether. 
she was at once antesthetized. As soon s« tbe musdeehaa 
become tiilly relaxed, strong dorsal flexion was tried in tie 
manner usually recommenaed : but as this, after long cod- 
tinned effort, gave no hope of obviating the trouble, MiJ- 
gugne's finger forceps were brought into requisitioiL Thii 
instmment, although carefhlly adjusted, and held with a 
powerl'ul grip, was not of the alightest use, invsriaUj 
slipping when firm extension was attempted. Nothing 
now remained but the clove-hitch, and thia, the oHcM 
and plainest, but still, as I beheve, the best mode of 
making extension in these cases, was resorted to. Tbe 
hitch was made ftom a No, j. tundage, the thumb having 
previously been enveloped in white leather. Thismethoa 
was almost immediately successful, the operattn- havuig 
the satisfaction of finding, after the fint attempt ateites- 
Edon, tbe phalanx lodged on the mner edge of the metacai^ 
pal bone, whence, with slight manipnIatioD, it retunwl 
with a snt^ to its place. No violence was done to tbe 
integument of the thumb by this method ; the M)ly abraiioB 
upon it (a very slight one), having occurred by the slipping 
of tbe forceps. A palmar sphnt was apidied to the ihanA, 
and cold vrater dressings ordered. The next mocniBg 
patient was able to leave the Hoepilai, there bein^ prMenl 
but slight swelling, and tbe motions of the joint ummpsired. 

DisLooATioH or Hit — lUotTcnoK witboot Emit. 

In contradistinction to the difficulty ezpenenced in redn- 

eingthe al>OTe dislocation, the following caae maybe cited; 

M. P , a boy aged 14, entered tbe hospital in the aitei^ 

noon of Aug. 23, having an hour before sustained a dislo- 
cation of the femur (on the dorsum) by a fall from a height 
The deformity was charaoteriatic, and tbe trouble at once 
recognised. He was put to bed, and tbe laxalion reduced 
by Seid'e method, oq ^ius first ftttompt, Mid without etben 
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PHYSICIAN AND APOTHECARY. 
Tni raemory of many now Kving can recall the time when 
the New York physiciBii was his own apothecary, his per* 
BOD aH redolent of the composite uonui ezhabng from the 
benlth-giving preparatioiu which distended his ample port- 
manteso, and the daily entry in his ledger gave as promi- 
nent a place to pill and potion as to professional advice. 
In the good old times when cinchona bark, in spoonful 
doaes, was the standard febrifuge, and calomel and jalap the 
offiunal stimulant of torpid liven and aluggish bowels, the 
fifst lemons of the yonthfnl iModidate for Esculapian honors 
were in the use of the mortar and pestle, and much of his 
sobaequent tuition consisted inacquiriDg the art of expertly 
moulding the pill at his fingers' ends. There was then 
little need of laws against the importation of impure drags, 
for the phyridan selected each individual article, as be 
Mlect«d hia lancet, according to its potency. There was 
ifaen no more doubtful interpretation of the action of the 
{hD than the lancet; if the latter refused to cut, the fault 
was charged to the lAmper of the ateel, and not toachange 
in the type of the disease, or a constitutional peculisrit; of 
the patient; and so of tbe jnll, if it did not produce its 
dosired eflect, it was esteemed inert, and cast aside as 
refHue. Purity in the drag market was then a necessity, 
ibr the purchaser applied it directly to its proper service, 
and personallj tested its efBcacy, equally as does the has- 
bandman the quality of the seed which bis own hand casta 
into the soil carefully prepared for it. 

But among the many divisions of labor which the pro- 
gress of civilisatdon induoe3,is that of physician and ^>ctb&- 
CKry, in dispensing remedies to the sick. The increase of 
our cities especially, in wealth, and in the refinements of a 
hitler social stal«, has called into existence a class of shop- 
keepers who have monopolized tbe business of compound- 
ing and dispensing medicines. It will at once occur to 
every re6ecting reader, tliat this division of labor is of 
great importance, not only to tbe pn^ress of phutnacy, 
bat equally to that of practical medicine. While these two 
departments remtun united in a single profession, little im- 
provement can be expected in either. The former will 
ahnoet universaDy be regarded as wholly subordinate to 
the latWr, and receive no other attention than is deemed 
ninf nnary to aucoess in tbe general practice of metUcine. 
And yet that attention which the practitioner is required 
to give to tbe selection and preparation of drugs, withdraws 
faim from Ihe close and accurate study of those more 
recoD^te subjects on which the progreea of medicine de- 
pends. If we contrast the progress and present position 
of these departments in ooontries where they have been 
separated, with otherB where they are still more or less 
united, these etatemenis are readily proved. In France 
jtod Germany the phannaciens, or dispensing cbemiets, have 
long been a distinct class; they are compelled to qualify 
tlieBuelTas by a thorough academic and pharmaceutical 



educalioD, and then follow their chosen bosineas ezdu- 
sively. The result is seen in tbe elevation of this class as 
a scientific body, for as its representatives we may meQlion 
the names of Liebig, Robiquet, Pellctier, Persot, Dumas, 
Trommsdorf; Varentrapp, Fresenius, etc. Tbeir innumera- 
ble and invaluable contribuUons, not only to pharmacy but 
to all departments of chemical science, will occur to every 
reader. The part which these eminent phannaciens take 
in the routine of (be drug^ts' busiDesa, and the social aad 
polilJca! rank to which they have attwned, are well given 
in the following anecdote by Mr. Mackay, of Edinburgh : 

" Professor Christison repaired to Paris about thirty-four 
years ago, to study practically the higher branches of che- 
mistry. His adviser there, the late emiuent phyaiolc^^isl, 
Dr. !&lwards, recommended, to bis surprise andamasemMit, 
that he should place himself under the tuition of a Chemist 
and Druggist. The Professor's surprise, however, c^ued, 
when ho found he was to have for hie teacher, under the 
de^^ation above given, the late amiable, inventive, sden- 
tiSc Robiquet. M. K.'s dwelling communicated with bw 
boutique or shop, where he superintended an ejtt«Dsive 
dispensing estabhshroeut, and with his laborotoire, or Che- 
mist's li^oratory, he, in immediate contact with the ordi- 
nary routine of trade, carried on with unwearied enthusiasm 
those scientific researches by which the name of Robiquet 
will ever be distinguished amongst the moat successful cul- 
tivators of chemical science. As if to make the nothing- 
ness of Fharmaceutistsin this country at that time complete, 
the Professor further states it required little acquaintance 
with French chemistry to perceive that this distinguished 
Chemist was tbe type of a class in France numerously re- 
presenting tbe higher walks of the profession of Pbannaoy, 
men to whom the world has since assigned the most ele- 
vnted rank as chemical discovered in a field equally rich in 
scientific and practical results. Some of these Fbarraaoiens 
or dispensing Chemists of Paris attained to tbe rank of 
Members of the Freodi Institute, tbe rarest and higheat of 
all purely scientific honors in Europe." 

The reciprocal advantages wbicb practical medicine de- 
rives from this entire monopoly of the Pharmaceutical art 
by B distinct class of eminently sdenlific men, may be seen 
in the activity of the investigations in every bran^ of 
medicine in these countries. In Great Britun, the apothe- 
cary is still the medical practitioner to tbe masses, and as a 
consequence tbe status of pharmacy 'a very low, and afibrds 
the most striking contrast to that of the continent The 
powtiou and cbaracter of the pbamtaoeudsts c^ our own 
country are in a tranation stat^. Such is tbe state of th» 
medical profession, so low the standard of education re- 
quired of practitioners, and so large the number who annually 
enter its ranks, that the general practice of our targe towns 
is entirely roooopoli^ed 'by regularly graduated physidann, 
and the apothecary is neoeasarily almost entirely exdudad 
from the practice of medidne, and eompelled to confine 
himself to the business of his shop. But a new evil springs 
from this limitation of bis occupation ; finding, in tbe im- 
mense competition to which an unrestricted license to prao- 
tioe as an apothecary gives rise, that the diif>eu«ng c^ madi- 
ciuee on prescriptions pays but poorly, be beoomes the retailer 
ofnoetrums, and at length extends his business to the sale of 
any article which (he public tasto may require. Accordingly 
he converts his store into a daiding basaar, whoM gaily 
decked windows excel, by day, in variety and novelty of 
article those of the neighboring toy slrapK, and wboss 
brilliant and variegated li^ts vie, at night, with those of 
tbe oyster saloons. Here eveiything of a fancy nature 
finds a place. In no establishment, save a pawnbr(^er's 
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Khop, can be found Buch a collection of heterogcoeouB 
arlicles m in one of our Attractive retail drug stores. But 
the American Apothecarj, intent upon gratifying every 
tast« of his cualomers, does not always stop with the fancy 
trade, but sitenda hia husiness to the gratification of the 
pleasures of the palate, and over hia counter retails liquors 
of the same impure quality as his drugs. Id this connex- 
ion we cannot forbear quoting the description of a promi- 
nent house id Boston, a "Gem of a Drugstore," sail is en- 
titled by a correspDudent of (he London Chemist and Drug- 
gist, but which is a fair description of such stores generally, 
so far as the proprietors are able to furnish them. 

"This shop, which has been recent1yopened,ia located on 
the spot dear to all doctors, dmgglits, and tavern keepers — 
the comer lot; and its beautirully variegaled msrblc-piaved 
entrance cannot fail to strike the most unobserranL On 
entering you find the same piaving continued right (hroueh: 
counters also of marble, handsomely carved and paaelied 
with rairrore, and inter^iersed at top with deep show cases, 
with silvered mountings. The counter scali^ are also sunk 
in the marble, the only portions visible being the pans and 
parts of the arms ; the weights fit into vulcanite cups sunk 
m the counter, and, like the entire metal work, are electro- 
plated. Of course the never-failing soda fountain apiicars ; 
it is made of ca."ed ruby gla.*™, handsomely cut, and electro- 
plated inside. The shelves are fitted at back with mirrors, 
and snppoTted by Scagliola columns ; the bottles are of 
varied colors, and labelled in gold in a very elegant style. 
Pots are supplanted by shouldered glam jars labelled to 
match the bottles, ffrooved in the hds, and lined with India- 
rubber; the jars are rendered perfectly air-tdght by having 
their necks titled into the grooves. I was shown some 
glass show jars about twelve inches high, the cutting of 
each of whwh took about seven dayB. The stock being 
quite fresh and tasleftilly arranged, produced, in conjunc- 
tion with the fittings which I have attempted to describe, 
a besntiful apnearance. Lubin's Extract, Child's Hdr 
Brushes, Prout s Tooth Brushes, Ede's Cnmson Ink and 
Diamond Cement, and the various novel niceties of Morgan 
Brothers (all of which seem to have obtained a great repu- 
tation out here) caught ray eye. The shop, though by no 
means large, occupied the proprietors nine months in pre- 
paring, and cost them over 3000t ; and they now have the 
•adsfaction of transacting a thriving business in the most 
original and handsome store in America." 

The above sketch affords a meUncholy proof of the low 
state of pharmacy in this country. Such a display is surely 
not ia(«nded to facilitate the dispensing of medicines, 
but is amplj and solely designed to attract ouslomera to 
the* purchase of fancy articles. It may be inferred that 
an American ^mthecary is not a very brilliant ornament of 
the profession represented by a Liebig and a RobiqoeL 
He is in fact but an ordinary shopkeeper, retailing drags 
in addition to the other and more extensive branches of bis 
business. Too often be has neither an academic aoT pharma- 
oeutioal education, but enters upon his business, Bfl«r an 
apprenticeship more brief and leas thorough than that of 
ths ordinary mefohant's clerk. It is not surpriang that, 
with such a dass of apothecaries, adulteration of drags, by 
everj posuble ineana, is as much a matter of business as 
the watering of milk by the dairy-men ? Nor need we 
anticip«le any diminution of the homicides and suicides by 
poisons, whatever may be our laws, while our druggists, as 
destitute of moral and professional obUgalions as the com- 
mon shopkeeper, regard strychnine as vendible an article 
as a tooth pi<jc. 

But ths druf^st is not alons in this abuse of his profes- 
non. Too ofkn the physician, also, Js a party to the " tricics 



of trade," and prostitutes his own high calling to the low 
arts of gain, by conniving with the apothecary. It ia not 
altogether a novel occurrence for physicians, ot Relf-«oaBti- 
tut«d i«q>ectability, regularly to emerge from an inferior 
drug store in the vicinity of their residences and commence 
their daily round of visits from this low stand-point It 
very frequently happens that patients are sent long dis- 
tances to my druggist under the foolish pretence of the 
duapium and purify of his articles, when, in tnath, th« 
phyudan and draggist have laid thor heads together to 
cheat the patient, and ahare the proceeds of their criaM:. 
Indeed the utterly disreputable and knavish practice of 
having a profit or per ceDtage on their prescriptions, ia still 
followed by physicians who vould fly into a paastoa ob 
being acocused of stealing — a crime not more revc^tiiig to 
a truly conscientious mind. 

But low as is tlie grade of pharmacy with us, we have 
the moat cheering evidences of reform. There is a band 
of earnest, enlightened men in that profession, who, accvn- 
ing the low mediocrity towards whkli the mass gravitate, 
are nobly striving to elevate the standard of pharmaoentical 
education. In our larger towns, as Boston, New Tork, 
Philadelphia, Baltimore, St. IfOuis, Cindnnati, and Ctucago, 
schools of pharmacy have beMi established, and regular 
courses of instruction are given by oompetent teadtera. 
In addition to these sdiools, the basis of true reform, thej 
have estaUished a naliooal Pharmaoentioal Aoociatiow, 
which oomprises upwards td three hundred member^ who 
are animated with that spirit of progress in the acienee and 
art of pharmacy, which must result in its renovation. 
Their annual gatherings are well attended, and the pub- 
lished proceeding* of their meetings make a vohime re- 
spectable in siie, and replete with scientific infbrmatioo. 
We hail these cheering tokens of a batter time coming tor 
the profession of pharmai^. 

But medical practitioners are deeply intarsated in thre 
educational quahificatjon* of apothecaries, snd cannot remain 
idle spectators of the efforts of those who are strnggliuff to 
elevate the character of their profesdon, and purify it 
from the gross abuses to wlueh it is subjected by noworthj 
members. No respect^tle phymcian will withhold hia 
assent to the following proposition : — It is necessary to the 
snccessfbl practice of medicine to have educated and sdeo- 
tific apothecaries to prepare and dispense medicines. It 
follows then tliat physidans should patronise only that 
claae of dru^iats who are educated. They should shua 
the herd of so-called apotiiecariea, whose brilliant dioir- 
shops adorn nearly evny corner 4^ our tfaoronghhrea, and 
direct their patients exdvtivdg to regularly educated or 
property qualified pharmaceutists — in a word, to gradaaim 
^ Ot* taUegtt of pharvuKg, These institutions, wherever 
located, deeerre the cordial support of tits medical profes- 
sion. In our dty titat oUigatiou derives tenfold force fhiin 
the legal restrictions which protect the pharmaceutical art 
from being exercised by incompetent men. The following 
just and wholesome law has stood on the Statute Book <^ 
the State of New Tork for the last twenty years— a law 
that should never have been allowed, for a moment, to 
remain inoperative. 

{ 42. No person shall be heroafler allowed to commence 
or practise m the city of New York the business of an 
apothecary, or that ot preparing and dispensing medidne, 
or of preparing or putting up phystdans' prescriptions, 
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tuted College of Pharmacy or Medicine, or shall hare passed 
an examiDation of the censora of the Medical Society of 
one of the couctiea of this State, and have been furnished 
by such censors with a certificate of his qualifications for 
the basinees of aa ^»o(hecary, which diploma or certificate 
he shall produce to the secretary of the said College of 
Pbamiaoy, to be by him registered without chai^. 

§ 42. Aav person offandiag agMoat the provisioiie of 
this law riwi be eubjeuted to a penalty of fifty-one doUan 
for each and every offence, which may be recovered, with 
costs, in the name of the people of the State of New York, 
in any civil court of record; and the said fines, when col- 
lected, aher deductii^ such reawnable counsel fees as the 
court shall allow, shall be paid by the district attorney to 
the treasurEr of the New York City Dispeiuary for the use 
of said Dispensary. 



Dcnuto the ensuing week (on Tuesday), tbe American 
Pharmaceutical Aaeociation will hold its ninth aonual mecl^ 
ing ID this city, sfreeably to the following annouoce- 

" Tbe next meeting of the Association will be held on the 
second Tuesdav of September (11th), I860, at three o'clock 
P.M., at the Hall of the Univerai^ Building, on Washington 
Square, New York CHty. The Lafarge House, 673 Broad- 
waiy, convenient to the Hall, has been 8elcct«d as the ren- 
deevons of the AssociatiOD when not in session, and the 
bome of those not residents of New York, ample 



and persona who wish to become member^ are requested 
to report themselves at the Hall of the University Build- 
ings, Washington Square, or at the Hotel. Members are 
requested to forward the names of their friends whom they 
wish to propose for membership, so that they may be 
elected at the &rat session of the next meeting. Members 
will confer a favor by notifying the Treasurer of the decease 
of any member during the last year. Suitable arrange- 
ments will be made for the exhibition of specimens nt the 
meeting. From the raanifestly increasing interest in the 
Association, a Urge attendance is expected, and it wonid 
be very gratifying to meet every member, and all Fharma- 
ceutista who are interested in our objects. ' 

The labors of this body of co- workers in (hat department 
of practical medicine especially devoted to (he preparation 
of medidnes, are by no means sufSciendy appreciated by 
practitioners. In its sphere it is striving to elevate the 
character and extend the qualifications of apothecaries, and 
advance Pharmacy as a science in the same manner (but 
against greater obstacles) as the American Medical Associ- 
ation is aiming to advance the best interests of the medical 
profession. The daily proceedings of this convention will 
prove interesting to medical men, and we trust that it will 
not be allowed to close its session without some token or 
expresaon of interest in its objects and success, on the 
part of the medical profession of the city. 

At the last meeting of the American Medical AsBOcialion 
it will be remembered that the following resolution was 
passed: — 

" Retoivid, That it be recommended to the different 
States to collect subscripiions of not more than dm doOar 
each from every regularly educated physicjou, to aid in the 
erection of a monument about to be placed in Westminster 
Abbey to the memory of John Huntot^-ail moneys col- 
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lected to be forwarded to (he Chairman of the Committee 
hereby appointed." 

The committee, of which Dr. Hekst I. Bownrnm, of 
Boston, is churmnn, has issued a circular to the profession, 
from which we make the following extract, explaining the 
object of tbe vote, and tbe plan of operatioa: — 

" It appears that the remmns of John Hunter hare long 
slept in obscurity in the vaults of a comparatively unlcnown 
church in Londoa In February, 1859, (be English govern- 
ment determined, as a sanitAry measure, to close the vaults 
for ever. An ardent admirer of Hunter's genius and labors, 
knowing this intention, brought the subject to tbe notice 
of the medical profession of England. Qreat interest was 
aroused, and with the hearty cooperation of (he Dean and 
Chapter of Westminster, Uie remains were re-in(erred 
March 28, 1859, with nt ceremonials, under the pavement 
of that old Abbey, where are gathered so many of the 
great of the Anglo-Saxon race. A subscription was like- 
wise opened to defray the expense of a fitting and perma- 
nent memorial to the memoir of our illustrious associate. 
As the medical profession of America claims to bocor John 
Hunter, and to regard him as one of its greatest men, it is 



that It is well (o cnltivate friendly relations with onr medi- 
cal brethren in Great Britain. The autograph names of 
all subscribers will be arranged inavoinme, to oe deposited 
in the Library of the Hunterian Museum in London. It is 
impossibln for the Committee to decide upon any uniform 
method of obtaining subscriptions. That deciwon will be 
left to the judgment of the individual members of the Com- 
mittee in their respective States. Massachusetts, through 
its State and District Societies, has already subscribed, and 
the names of the subscribers have been enrolled in books 
similar to that now sent to you. This would seem to be a 
good method where such societies exist. Where none do 
exist, and also in lac^ cities, it would perhaps be well to 
employ a collector to present the subject to the profession, 
the expense to be deducted from the amount subscribed — 
unless, as has hwpened in Massachusetts, a few individuala 
choose to meet tliat extra expense. It is hoped that on or 
before the next meeting of the American Medical Associa- 
tion at Chicago, a rejKirt mav be made. The individual 
members of the Committee will please remember this date, 
and also that, according to the terms of the vote by tbe 
Association, all money must be sent to the Chairmen of 
tbe National Committee." 

Phtbioal Eddoatiok is just now all the rage. Tbe bril- 
liant exploits of (he American Champion in the prize ring 
have inaugurated a new era in tbe muscular development oif 
the Yankee raoe. Prize fights are now of almost daily oo- 
currenoe, and so popular ore they beooming, (hat we shall 
soon have Justices of the Peace attending the exhibition to 
hold the stakes, and Sheriff^ to preserve order. The enthu- 
auaa of the lower classes in tbe cultivation of muscle haa 
gradually permeated the upper strata of society, and we find 
that the training of our young men in the science and art 
of physoal development, is hereafter to form a part of the 
curriculum of their college studies. Amherst, long noted 
for its staid orthodoxy, fired with the spirit of young 
America, has instituted a Professorship of Hygiene at>d 
Physical Education. Dr. Jqbw W. Hoour, of New Haven, 
is the favored racspient of the honors which duster thickly 
around the first American professorship of Hygiene and 
Physical Fducation. We do not know what will be the 
course of instruction adopted in this novel Professorship, 
but we believe ita teachings can be made productive ot 
much good to the oomiDg generations of Odlegians. 
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PRKTurnTi UsDioun. Sunarios or Skill-Pox ajtd 
Taochu-ttom eh tbe ITHnsD Kikgdom, tad (be necessity 
Ibr « better eyitem of Vaccination in Ireland. Bj Wil- 
liam Hooks, A.B., M.B., PhjrBJcian to the Hospital for 
Diseases of Children. Dublin: 1859, pp. 14. 
Fbbtbntite medickoe, the onlj ration»l etudj- of tbe pby- 
siciaa, has always been tbe allegation of pseudo-medical 
refbrmera. WiUi variKtions, this note has been piped in 
OUT ean until we have became de^ I« its signilicaDce. 
The medical profeaaion hax always been alive to the impor- 
tance of preveotive medicine, and has andertaken and 
accomplished all (hat has yet been done in this ample and 
fertile field. The discovery of every method of prolecUng 
CODnnunities or individuals from prevuling diseases, and 
its pracUcal application, is to be crediled to medical science 
and medical heroism. If society, or even the advocates of 
rational and preventive medicine, would appreciate and 
^ply tbe measures devised by medical science for tbe presei^ 
vation of the public health, there would be little opportu- 
nity left to carp and rail at the inefficiency of medical men. 
The history of vaccination forcibly illustrates our remark. 
From the first discovery of the protecting power of cow- 
pox, medical men have bad to contend against the preju- 
dices of the learned, the ignorance of tbe masses, and tbe 
indifhrenoe of authorities, in their efforts to extend its 
blessings. If their efforts had been energetically seconded 
by the community, that most disgusting of all diseases, small- 
pox, would have been exterminated. On the contrary, we 
have to vritneas this scoiu^ of the human race almost 
daily, and note the score of deaths which it weekly adds 
to onr mortuary reports. The criminal negligence of vac- 
cination is thus shown by the author of this instructive 
little pamphlet: 

"It is considerably more than half a centory since that 
ever-to-be-remembered benefactor of his race, Dr, Jenner, 
first proved to the world the preventive properties of vacci- 
nation ; and vet the mode m which this discovery, tbe 
value of which it is impassible to eatimate^ is carried out at 
the present day in some parts of this enlightened country 
ia easily seen, when we fmd the deaths in England and 
Wales, from sraall-poJt, in nine years, from 1848 till 1856, 
killed 41,290 persons, or 4,587 every year. In Eastatone- 
hoase, in 100,000 the deaths were 146 ; in Plymouth, 134 ; 
PenEanoe, 105. According to Dr. Farr, during the year 
1857 nearly 4,000 patients succombed to the di^usting and 
clearly preventible pestilence known as variola or smalt-pox, 
an alarming increase of 1,659 upon the deaths of the pre- 
ceding year. The imperfections of the Taccinatlon Act, and 
the want of a more compulsory system, are defects to be 
remedied if this foul disease is not to gain ground. Speak- 
ic^ of the prevalence of epidemics, he says that ' amaU-pox 
was extremely prevalent^ and fatal in several districts, in 
South Staffordshire, and in contiguous parts of Wor.cester- 
shire ; it caused 276 deaths in Wolverhampton ; 69 in 
Walsall ; 171 in West Bromwich ; 251 in Dudley ; in Li- 
verpool and West Derby, 188 ; in Manchester and Salford, 
113. Id Cardiff, where there is efficient drainage, and the 
mort^ty troai other epidemic diseases was tight, 215 
deaths were caused by small-pox.' The Registrar- Gene- 
ral's Returns for tbe three months ending March 31st, 1858, 
showed that in certain districts in England the deaths from 
smdl-pox amounted to a fourth part of the entire district, 
and from the same retnms, for th^ week ending the 20^ of 



A'ugust last, I find 20 persons, including 11 unhapOT chil- 
dren under 6 years of age, died, in London, of amitt-poi ; 



rowed this prophylactic fi»>m us, it must si 
unaccountable that we conliDue to lose hundreds fur thHr 
units from this pestilence." 

"Now, let us put down the deaths in Be^nd and Wiles 
from small-pox annually at 4,000 — a low eatimate— tod 
assuming that these cases bad been all carefhlly vaccinated, 
and that s^ even 5 per cenL caught variol^ 200 in til, uut 
of these 200 ^lat 5 per cenL died, vis. tan, by this etknla- 
tion, which is givingawide latitude for mort^ty, weanld 
save 3,990 cases out of the 4,000 to this oommnnity. And 
thus we would be attaining the status of immunity frDmnnatt- 
pox enjoyed by some of our continental neighbors, instizix 
Denmark, wh«re the disease has not shown itself for fillan 
years continuously ; and when it did re-wpear, itsTiregwK 
so blunted as to excite comparatively UtUe uneisinea." 

Preventive medicine should ever be tbe theme md stodj 
of medical men, and deq)it« the rebufis of that wmetf 
which they aim to protect from wasting peatilenoes, mkI 
the more insidious diseases which are generated id ibt 
homes of the people, they should still urge the afqiUeilioa 
of the laws of hygiene which they have discovered! 

Tn New Stdbheam Socibtt PcDuoAnoin. 
Wi have too long delayed to acknowledge (he lec^ of 
the remaining two volumes of the first year's pi^IkatiaD of 
this Society. The fourth volume consists of two tmtiaei, 
by Prof. BcflRoinBR Van on Eoui : — L 0* ifit MwA 
Strveturt and Funclicmt of tJ»t Spinal Cord md JMnOi 
OblongiUa ; and, IL — On the Proximate Caim and Aibfial 
Rtattnmt of EpH^tj/. Volume FifUt contains the foUmr- 
ing selected monographs : — KummmA aitd TfefMsr on B^l^ 
U/orm ConvuUiont fivm ffmnorrhagt ; Wagner on &tSf- 
aectuMW o/ Bona and Joint*; Oratfi't T^m Jfeneirt «s 
Iridectomy in IriHt, CSioroiditi*, and Qiaumma. Of the 
value of these Essays it is not necessary for us to speak, m 
tbe names of the authors, and tbe subjects, are sufficiait 
guaranty of their import«noe. We may say, bnwevsr, i 
the publications of the Society thus far, that they eriixe 
the very best judgment on the part of , those who contnl 
the selection of monogr^hs for publication, and give en- 
dence that the volumes of this society, after several jeu^ 
will constitute of themsdves a Lbrary on practical me^diM' 
We are glad to notice the prosperitf of the Society, whidi 
now has 2828 members, and has determined to publish the 
magnificent Atlas of Skin Diseases, by Hebra. 



Tbi Huittbr Statitk. — At the last meeting of tte Cihii- 
mitlee for erecting a statue to the memory of our grestphy' 
uologist, Mr. South report«d that be had received a kttM 
from Dr. Henry Bowditch, of Boston, U. S., from which 
we extract the following ; — " I send by my excellent youi^ 
fiiend. Dr. Parks, of this city, what I hope will prove only 
the first instalment of the American contribution to die 
Hunter memorial — viz. jC45. Perhws you may be avus 
that at the late meeting of the American Uedioil Anoctf- 
tion, a National Committee was appointed to collect fbrlbe 
Hunter Testimonial The money I now send by Hw 
opportunity (although it will be a part, I trust, of a l*rg* 
fund) was collected in the ' Old Bay State,' wiflionl 
reference to the nation." Mr. Weekes, tbe eminent snip' 
tor, has already commenced his work, and fh>m what** 
know of him, there is no doubt the subject in question will 
be one of his happiest efforts. — Br&iA-Mtd. /onr. 
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OPHTHALMOLOGY. 
Br Hknrt D. Notis, M.D. 



illub'Vtu tbe dootrinei Virohow bo ablj advocatea reepect- 
ing the misdiiaf sometiines cuiied br co«guU or bits ot 
Yfrnph floating id tbe circulatJOD. The cue is entirelf 
soTel in the n«ordi of ophUulmic pathology. A ooaehmau 
recMTed a violent blow upon the breMt with a carrii^ 
p(Ae ; for two months he wsfl laid up with piin, dyspncea, 
and had two occurreDces of hEemoptyHis. After he had re- 
Kimed his duties he discovered that a cloud came over the 
right eye, which deepened until in a few minutes tiie eje 
became aightleffi. When examined witli the ophtiialmo- 
■cope, the only abnormal feature was found to be extreme 
diminutjon of size of the vessels passing through the ixitic 
aerre entrance, indicatiug a eeasation of the circulation. 
The arteries were collap«ea in their whole extent, the veins 
also snqttr of Uood, except when traced towards tbe ora 
serrata. The refractive media were transparent, and the 
•tnicture of the optic nerve unaltered. The choroidal cir- 
culation was not disturbed, nor was the external ippear- 
aooe of the eye altered, excepting a little sluggishnesB in 
tbe contractions of the pupiL 

This t«nuity of the blood-veesels is oonunon in morbid 
prooemes of months' or years' duration in various forms of 
amanrOfiB — bat in radi oases the optic nerve.becomes atro- 
phied or opaque. But in this case the blindness was sud- 
den and the optic nerve normal Pressure upon the ves- 
sels by a tumor, or an efiuBion into the optic sheath, would 
obliterale the calibre of the arteries but distend tbe veins, 
aad nnce the choroidal circulation was unaffeoted tbe ob- 
struction must be within the orbit, and not in the cavity 
ot the cranium. 

Examination of the heart discovered a strong systolic 
murmur audible in the whole cardiac region, but loudest at 
tha second intercostal tfiace. The diagnosis of endocarditis,' 
with thiclcening of the aortic valves, was oonlinnod by Prof! 
Traub. From this was dednoed the more intereatiDg disg- 
noois of emboli of the arteria oeQlialia retinta as the cause of 
padent's blindness — that is, a small particle of lymi^ which 
bad been exuded upon tbe internal surtace of the left heart, 
or upon the aortic valves, had been swept away by the cir- 
culation, and became lodged in the right arteria centralis 
retinM. The patient was kept under observation in Prof, 
von Qraefe's cWque for four weeks. A kind of peristaltjo 
circulation was established aAer a tew days in a few of the 
veins of the retina, but the current of blood was not re- 
cotablished. The retina in ita central portions became 
opaque by infiltration into its substance. 

The treatment adopted was cupping from the temples 
(without benefit), paracentesis ocuE, and finally iridectomy ; 
the retina reeovered its normal transparenoy, but the ve«- 
mia continued imperrious, and patient only gained percep- 
tion of light upon tbe temporal ude of the visual field. 
The systMic murmur peraUted, and a diastolic murmur was 
alao beard indicating wsufficiency as well as rou^meaa or 
rigidity of the aortic valves. 

OpAthalmcteopie Apptaranca m Bright* Di»ea*e {Opk- 
A^^moslcopUcKer Befund bei Morbui BrtghUi. By Dn, 
LtnssiSH of Berlin. AnsMv fUr OpkOiidmoUigie, B. v. 
Abth. il 265, 1869.) 

Amtmrotit fnm FMy Degeneration of OieReHnaoHginai' 
iag la Brighta Diteate. By Dr. Mackenzie of G-lasgow; 
Ophthalmic Hospital Keports, No. x. 181. 

Tht Patty Degtneration of lli» Raina. Die fetlige Degene- 
ratioti der NeMatU. By Dr. A. Naobi. Archiv fur Oph- 
ttolnobyw. Bd. vi. Abtki. 19L 1860. 

Hw two first of the above papers describe the grosser 



appear 

W'thoi 



^ Barances of the retina as eeen by the ophthalmoscope. 

'ithout dwelUng upon them as they have been often de- 
scribed, ihey may be enumerated as Dr. Leibreich details 
them, as in the first fdaoe constating of hyperaemia of tbe 
retinal vessels, especially of the veins; then a slight loss of 
transparency in the retina; the optio nerve disc becomes 
reddened, and its border indiatioct : then appear the whit« 
specks and patches scattered over the fundus in tbe vieinity 
of the optic nerve : lastly, extravasations of Uood osuallj 
take place v^n the white ^ta and won the apparentlT 
unaltered portions of the retina. The white points in their 
early coniution have a bright glistening color, white at a 
ktAT period they may become dead white. Tbey inniioiMi 
"~ number asd coalesce until otlen a large surfioe preMnM 



this white appearance. The borders of the white figure* 
are not sharply defined, nor marked by deposits of pigment 
choroidal atrophy, but the edge fadea gradually into 



sharply defined, nor marked by depo 
"--- dal atrophy but the " 
red color of lie chor 
dots of opalescent white are seen lying outside the larga 
figure, like the outpoats of an encampment Dr. Haoken- 
sie observed some of the white depositions lying plainly in 
front of the retinal vessels and not behind them. I^. Lie- 
breich oalla attention to the greyish opacity of tbe optio 
papilla and the retina adjacent to it, forming a more deeply 
colored cirde of two or three times the diameter of the nor- 
mal optio entrance ; this phenomenon is not constant. U» 
also directs attention to tbe peculiar appearance of the yet 
low spot when it becomes the seat of the while deposit; 
that the plaque does not present a uniformly wliite oolor, 
but ia rippled as it were with dark shadows, or appears 
like a group of stars with their rays blending t(>geth«'. 

Upon tbe nature of this morbid process in the retina we 
have some iuteresting investigations in the paper of Dr. 
Nagd, which treats of the microscopic appearances. He 
does this elaborately in forty-three pages, rehearsing also the 
studies of Virchow, Wagner, Ileyman, Muller, and others. 
It has been usual to call this disease fatty degeneration of 
the retina, and in the final result this is found to be correcL 
But tbe maimer of occurrence of the fatty chaog« has not 
been generally agreed upon, nor b fat tne only adventj- 
tions ix\;ducL 

In a preparation which for eix weeks had been immersed 
in a solution of chromic acid, Dr. Naget could see that the 
fat dn^ or molecules were contained within a cell, which 
possessed a nucleus — that by increase in quantity of the 
fat, the cell was burst and the oil drope tibented. These 
fat-contuniugcells were found not only in the white patches, 
but in parts of the retina which were unchanged in color. 
To tbe nonnal elements of retina fat molecules were fbund 
adhering, as upon the walls of tbe capillary vessels, and the 
radiating fibres of Uuller. Besides fiit, ano^«' abnormal 
product was found, namely fibrine, mingled with the de- 
posits of fat. In these situations the retina was seen, upon 
vertical section, to be increased in diicknass, and its normal 
elements disturbed and broken up. The deposits of &t and 
Sbrine were most abundant in the granular layers, while 
amonE the roils and cones little was found. Tbe nature of 
the diseesed process Dr. N. believes to be inflammatory, 
that the cells we exudation corpusdee produced by trans- 
formation of tbe nuclei of the connective tissue of tbe retina. 
The presence of fibrin points distinctly to tbe supporition of 



n points distinctly to tbe supporitioD 
1 inflammatory process. The hypemmia and apoplex 
xpWne' ■■ ' 



are readily expuined as the accompaniments or the con 
quences of the foregoing changes. The extravasations take 
place in the cases of Bright's disease without hypertrophy 
of the heart as well as in those with it;— they arise from 
tbe local congestion of the retinal vessels. 

An important fact asserted by Dr. N. is, that the above 
changes in the retina he has found in cases where there was 
no renal disease whatever; in a case of acute meningitis 
and in a case of retinitis caused by the presence of a cvsti- 
cercus in the eya ; these oases argue strongly for an intlam- 
malory process in the retina in Brighfa disease, as opposed 
to a process of simple degeneration or atrophy. The ne»^ 
vous elements of the retina aU undergo dosljTiotive changes, 
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the optic norre fibres, the gan^onio cells, the granular 
lajers aad the rods and cones. 

Dr. Mackenzie and Dr. Nagel coDCur in assigning the 
pree^ice of urea in the circulation aa the cause of the reti- 
nal disease; acting as an irritaUng poison especially upon 
theoFKaosof visioD, thebniin, and the heut. In theejeno 
other Tesiona have been found than those pertaining to the 
retina; the choroid and the transparent media are untiffected 

Degentraliono/ikt Rdinafrom ^0imd NtptiriH*. Artihw 
JUr Ofhih. B. y\.A.h. ii. 277.)— Prof. Gr»efe was invited by 
FroC Tranbe to see a patjent in the Charity Hospital, who 
kad irell reoonused Bright's disease, and who upon the 
preceding daj bad suddanly become bhnd. The power of 
Tiuon had in some measure returned at the time of the ex- 
amination with the opbthatmoecope, and nothing abuonnal 
could be discovered in the fundus ocnlL The patient could 
not perceive daylight when the Windneea first occurred, 
and it was att«nded with headache, a glow of heat, dya- 

En<Ba, et«., which symptoms were followed in seven hours 
y oonvDlsions. After two days sight was restored. In 
four weeks another attack of ummio convulsions took 
nlace, preceded by blindness that lasted for another two 
days. The visual power from this time gradually dimi- 
nished, although no more acute ummic attacks occurred, 
and now for the first time could the ophthalmoscopio signs 
<rf'retinitiB be discovered. There was strong distension of 
the retinal veins, a bluish grey infiltration into the retina 
adjacent to the optic nerve^ ancE minute apoplexies scattered 
over ti>e field ; moreover, the vitreous humor became a Uttle 
hazy. The usual developments of patches of fatty deposit 
and increasing amaurosis followed, until the patiant died. 

This case presents two forms of amaurosu, which may 
happen in Bright's disease : the one firom aoute uremia, the 
other from retinitis, the consequence of the chronic ureal 
poisoning- Among thirty-two patients with nephritic 
amblyopia, in thirty Prof! von Qraefe found the usual 
retinal ciumges : in the other two there were none, but 
there were decided unemic symptoms. Six patienta who 
had the retinal degeneration also had unemic convulsions, 
and with them temporary blindnees. To distinguish between 
these two forms of amaurosis is easy, when the possible 
intrusion of acute unemic poisoning is borne in mind. 

The retinitis takes place generally in the latter stages of 
the renal disease, namely, in the period of shrinking of the 
kidney. There may be improvement in the retinal affec- 
tion without any improvement in the kidney disease : in 
three patienta baa Prof von Grade seen the white patches 
and other lesions of the retina entirely disappear, and the 
fiinctions of the retina restored. In treatment he relies upon 
bkxidletting &om the temple, by Heurteioup's artificial 
leecli, and afler each appUcation he confines the patient to a 
dark room for twenty-four hours, to prevent reaction ; this 
confinement to a dark room for a day, aRer topical blood- 
letting, is bia usual practice in all oases of deep ocular con- 
genioni. 

iCuroteopic Baimimttion.—\a the above case the eyes 
were examined after death by Dr. Schweigger, who is the 
ratcroaoopist in Prof, von Oraefe's olinique; and firom this 
and other examinations made b^ him, tlie following lesions 
are discovered. He finds them in Uie retina, in the choroid, 
and in the vitreous humor. 

In the retina the alteratjons may be divided into two se- 
ries: first, those belonging to ite nervous elements; secondly, 
those of the areolar tiaeue which separates and also connects 
the nervous elements. The second scries of phenomena 
are those seen by the opbtluUmoscope — the first series are 
seen mainiy by the microscope alone. The changes in the 
apparatus of connective tissue consist oh iefiy in hypertrophy 
uid in fatty degeneration, sometimes also in sclerosis (indu- 
ration). Hypertrophy affects mostly the connective tissue 
of the optic papilla and its fibres as they are spread out in 
the retina. Fatty degeneration takes place mostly in the 
connective tissue of the deeper parts of the retina, viz. of 
the granular layers. Cells of new formation (exudation 
corpuscle* ?) are found in the hyperlrophied connective ti>< 



sue, and these fall into fatty degeneration. Effusioi) of 
serum and of coagulable lymph takes pdace, and aids id 
rendering the retina opaque. 

The second series of changes, namel<r, Ihoee of Uh 
nervous elements, have been b^t studied in the oput 
nerve fibres. They consist in swelling, sometimes by attu- 
ration with serum, in varicosities, and in ecleio&ia. Thtt 
the nerve fibres degenerate into iat globules is not euilf 
discerned — this change betongs principally to the conns^ 
tive tissue. In the layer of rods and bulhe, ttd'in the other 
nervous elements, alterations similar to those of the oplic 
nerve fibres can be seen, but it is hard to stud; them sepa- 
ralely. In the optic papilla there is a great devdi^xnent ti 
fine capillaries. In tne choroid coat the chorio-capiiliiii 
undergoes sclerosis, that is, the walls of the veweb becocM 
thickened, and their calibre diminisbed, sometimes cook- 
pletely obliterated. The pigment epithelium loses some of 
Its contents, and becomes partly decolorized. The vilraow 
humor was affected in only one caae — in it were numcnai 
delicate threads woven together, which at the surWi/ 
the vitreous humor broke down into molecules. 

With these facts of the microscope before us, it is ttxj la 
imderstand the impairment of sighL The conducting poiw 
of the optic nerve fibres is injured by compreaiioD froo 
hypertrophied connective tissue, and by the esaeotiil iltei- 
ations 01 the fibres ; slight opacity of the vitreoue humor 
obstructs the entrance of the light; the ^obulea of &t ia 
the middle layers of the retina, by reflectmg the rayg, |in- 
vent tlieir reaching the subjacent rods and bulba (Jiomi') 
membrane). The possibility of occasional reslitutim of 
ught is expltuned by knowing that the fatty dee«nendHi 
belongs mostly to the connective tissue, and should the fit 
be absorbed, vision may return if there have not been 
essential disorganisation of the optic nerve fibres. TUi 
happy result is but too rare, and, at best, lemportry. 

lUmarkt upon Sporadic and Epidemic DipliOurili* Om- 
iuttetiv»—{BemtTlciMgm Hbtr Sporadudte md EpidtwMi 
Diphtheritit Conjitncfivae). By Dr. J. Jaoobsoh. (Jr«M) 
far OpUK B. vi. Ab. iL 181-208.) 

Upaa Diphlheritic Coajundiviti* and Iht Emplemat ^ 
Cauitic in Aeuie Infiammatiimi, ( Uebfr die DiphAmluii 
ConjunetiviiU vad die Anwendtatg da CaJUUcvou ht oiita 
Enbuadimgen). By Dr. A. v. Qiuxpb. {Ardiiv JOr Of^ 
& 1. Ab. 1. 168-250.) 

In number IX. of " Ophthalmic Hospital Beporta." llr. 
Hutehinson relates a oose of "Diphtheritic Ophthiumi,'' 
in which there was abundant exudation of fibru upco iIn 
ocular mucous membrane and subsequent collapse of tbt 

S lobes b^ bursting of (he cornea. This manifestation d 
iphthena would appear not to be so common in BngUnd w 
in this country as it is in Oermany. Dr. Jacobeoo raporti 
having seen among two thousand patients, in five jfn, 
forty sporadic and twenty-two epidemic cases. Then*- 
radio cases were mostly among ohildren, and much milMi 
than the epidemic cases. In none was there psoophtb^ 
mitis, and m very few did the cornea loee its tnuupsMi?' 
In the epidemic cases the disease was more deOnidire. 
vi«. of the twenty-two, five eyes were destroyed, Rmii' W 
adherent leucomata, six more or lees extensive opaotiesol 
the oomea, four escaped injury, and thrae cases of paoDM 
were benefited by the improved clearness of the cow 
after the diaease had subsided: — that is to sar, two-thirai 
of the patients suffered detriment to vision. This epidNiiii 
was in the summer of 1859, when diphtheritic sore throat, 
erysipelas, and carbuncles were prevalent, and when opA 
wounds would be covered with plastic exudation. Casta 
of ordinary blennorrhcea neonatorum almost entirely diM^ 
peared. In only five patients of the twenty-two epideaK 
case* were both eyes affected — and in none of thtin **'* 
there other out-croppings of diphtheria — the affectioB w«* 
purely local The access of the disease was vkhhu; m 
some it was with no vascular congestion or increased m^ 
tion, but merely with yellowish-gTej infiltration in »" 
conjunctiva of the lid, in patches the awe of a pea; in otber 
cases there waa gnat dwmowa of the sclerotia coi\iunclii^>i 
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patches of lymph and very slight congestion ofthe veaaela — 
most frequently the introductory symptoms were those of 
blennorrhcea of sn intense degree. WiUiin twenly-fonr 
hours the eyelids became remarkably stiff and hard, very 
painful when handled, so that, to evert them, chloroform 
sometimes was needed. The conjunctiva, although increased 
in Ihioktiess, was but little bypenemic, and displayed not a 
red, but a preyiah-yellow color. The plastic exudation 
could sometimes be peeled off the surface as a membrane, 
at other times it was incorporated in the texture of the 
conjunctiva. This stage would persist about a week, and 
then the lymph being cast off or meltinff away, the cases 
presented the features of ordinary purulent conjunctivitis. 
The cornea became affected, sometimes at the very com- 
mencement, either by ulceration, or by a grey dead opacity 
that speedilT adranced to sloughing. Intis and panoph- 
thalmitis followed only as the result of perforation or 
necrosis of the cornea ; without this the deeper parts of the 
ey« did not suffer. 

In treatment. Dr. Jacobaon denounces the nse of caustic ; 
mercuriaJa were without benefit, and leeches would not 
mitigats the pain. He resorted to the constant application 
- of iced water day and night, incisions into the conjunctiva, 
and when the cornea became implicated, instillation of sul- 
phate of atropine and repeated evacuation of the aqueous 
homor. That Dr. J. did not resort to ^ersl remedies 
except calomel, is not surprising when it is remembered 
that the diphtheria did not, in these patienta, show itself in 
other parts of the body. 

The paper of Professor von Graefe, published in 1854, is 
too lengthy for condensation ; it is a masterly exposition of 
the disease, aad after the lapse of six yeani httle could be 
added t« make the delineation more perfect He saw it 
as part of a constitutional malady, most freauently epidemic, 
attacking children between one year ana eight years old 
most frequently, not attacking neonata. He pronounces 
the conjunotival dipbtheritis contagious. He divides it into 
tliree stages : — Ist, That of exudation. 2d, The blennorrheaL 
Sd, That of contraction of the conjunctiva. The diagnosis 
between diphtheritic and purulent infiammation of the con- 
janctira is broadly defined — although the first passes into 
the second. In the period of exudation he relies upon the 
constitutional effect of mercury, but begins the local use of 
nitrate of silver as soon as the blennorrhea! stage seta in. 
The number of cases he had seen at that time was forty. 



Db. AnoisoH. — His whole thoughts were coacentrated on 
his bunneas ; and being a man of wonderful shrewdness 
and acumen, he was eminently the practical Fbysician. 
This is the temij by which, above all others, he would no 
doubt have preferred to be distinguished. All who knew 
him must remember how strongly this word practical was 
insisted on by him in the study of disease - it is, indeed, 
the word which constitutes the key to Addison's whole 
character and professional careor. He was not adverse to 
novel theories, and was always ready to diacuss them; but 
he never for a moment allowed (hem to stand in the way 
of his more matured experience. Having immense per- 
ceptive powers — being shrewd and sagacious above the 
•verage of men — when he had his patient before him he 
looked him through and through, so that few diseases could 
escape his penetrating glance. He never reasoned upon a 
half-discovered fact, but would remain at the bedside for a 
period which would oilen weary his class, determined to 
•earch out the malady to its very bottom. If he could (hen 
Ut his fin^r on the seat of the disease his victory was com- 
plete. Diagnosis was his forte; and those who knew him 
Dest are aware that he stood unrivalled in his power of 
Bearehing into the complex framework of the body, and 
dragging the hidden malady to light. When Ibb was done, 
we fear that nearly all was accomplished \ for his very 
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Case 1.— Michael Tiffany, seven years of age, has been suf- 
fering from morbus coxarius of Uie left hip for one year — 
consequent upon a fall An abscess lormed whidi opened 
spontaneously, about the sixth month, on the outer side of 
the thi^h at the junction of the middle and upper thirds. 
The pain is so severe that lie supports the limb between his 
hands the greater part of the twenty-fout hours, never 
sleeping without holding it in that manner. Discharge 
promise, steadily reducing liis flesh and strength. 

Od. \Wi, 1859. — Operated with the advice and assistance 
of Dra. Alex. H. Stevens, Hosack, Qescheid, and A. L. 
Sands. The patient being under the influence of chloro- 
form, cut dowu over the trochanter major. After dividing 
the capsular ligament, the ligamentum teres having been 
destroyed by ie disease, the head of the bone was easily 
thrown out of the cavity ofthe acetabulum by flexing and 
adducting Che limb. Finding tliat the diseased bone was 
limited to the head of the os femoris, it was removed by 
sawing through the neck, at its junction with the shafl 
The OS innominatum perfectly healthy. A probe can be 
passed, by the original opening in die integuments, through 
the abscess and a small perforation in the inferior portion 
ofthe capsular ligament, into the cavity ofthe acetabulum, 
proving that the pus had escaped from the joint through 
this, tlie only opening in the capsular ligamenL 

Od. 17iA.— Slept well, and is more comfortable than he 
has been for months. FA. 20tt, i860.— The patient has 
progressed favorably without one bad symptom. Exteirial 
wound closed. Can rotate, flex, and extend the thigh upon 
the pelvis. AprUlsL — Allowed to go about on crutches. 
AprU 20(A. — Limb Bhort«ned one in3i. Can touch the floor 
witJi his heel Hay 16(A. — Seven months after the operation. 
Has thrown away the crutches in disgust. The swelling 
of the limb having subsided, there is apparent alfophy i^ 
the muscles of the thigh, his lameness evidently disappear- 
ing as they are developed by use. 

Case 2. — Barney Mc Go van, native of New York, St. 
17 years. Admitted to the Bellevue Hospital, Nov. 28, 
1859. His constitutiou is feeble, and together with anemia 
he presents indications, such as cicatrices of cervical 
abscesses, of a truly scrofulous diathesis. 

PTtoiov* jffiftory.— When a lad of five years he fell into 
a cistern, injuringhis left hip ; consequent upon which he has 
been lame in the left limb. Up to that time there existed 
no trouble in bis hip, and indeed since, he has had no acute 
suffering. Exercise of a'vioient kind, or gentle exercise 
long continued, induces a marked exacerl>atiOD of his ma- 
lady. Twelve montlis before admission he fell on the ice, 
stfiking the lame hip, and could not walk home. From 
the eflecta of this M\ be recovered in a few days. Six 
months ago his hip became so swollen and tender that ha 
could not walk. So he entered the hospital, 

SympUiTat on AtfixiMion.— Marked deformity about the 
hip-goint; considerable swelling, limb shortened two and a 
haU inches, knee flexed, pain on moving the thigh upwards 
or outwards ; adduction of the thigh, and slight inversion 
of the foot. 

Treatment. — Further examination in a few days led to the 
discovery of pus on the inferior inner portion of the thigh. 
Incisions were made, and a free discharge of pus took place ; 
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ever unce th&t there has been a conlinual dischftrge from 
the opening made. Fistulous openbgs on the inner border 
of the thigh, above the incision, aJso made their appearance 
kud discharged pua. 

/Xagnont. — Everything, the condition of the patient, the 
appearance of the joint ezternallj, ptun ts to morbus coxuiiu. 
The general health of patient endeavored to be built up bv 
tonics, Btimulanta, and nutritious diet, but despite of all 
medication he ooDtiuued to fail 

Jan. 16tt, 1860. — After due consultation exseclJon was 
determined on. l^e operation consisted itL cutting down 
iqMMi Ihe ahaft <^ the os femoris, the head and neck bavil^ 
been decrtrojed bv the disease. The upper end of the bone 
was removed half an inch below the junction of the neck 
with the shaft, where the tisaues were found in a healthy 
ConditioiL Portions of diseased bone were cut from the 
borders of the acelabulum, but the oa innominatum was so 
extensively involved in the disease that a favorable resott 
could not be hoped for. 

Patient'a pulse, day of operation, 120, and verj feeble. 
The next day, 9 a.m., pu)ae 100 and stronger. Patient for 
two weeka appeared to be getting stronger ; the wounds 
were dressed daily with straps, uien with balsam Peru, 
then with Jiinc salve. Never, however, would the whole 
heal up; at the lower end of the incision, and on the inner 
bord^of the thigh, there continued fistuhe which discharged 
somewhat of pus every day. A gradual decline set in 
about the middle of March, 1860, which continued up to 
his death. For although brandy, punch, eggs, milk, now 
and then oysters, quinme, and iron were all administered, 
he gradually failed and died of exhaustion May 17, 1861). 

'A post-mortem examination was not allowed, other than 
an incision-from the lefl dorsum ilii, down to the middle of 
the femur. By a liieroZ interprekUion of Iha incitioit, we 
succeeded in removing the os innominatum and upper third 
of femur together. The os innominatum was very much 
diseased, the acetabulum being perforated, and broken in 
three pieces. The femur, at point of exgection, was rounded 
o9^ and attached to acetabulum by fibrous tissue ; no other 
attempt at union. A large abscess beneath the pelvic fascia 
discharged itself through the fisEUres in the acetabulum into 
the sinus on the otherliorjler of the thigh. 

Jtemarkt. — As in Mr. Textor's case of resection of tiie 
hnmeruB there "was a formation of new bone to articulate 
with a small depressed portion of the glenoid cavity of the 
scapula," so in this case there was a SEoall disk of new bone 
on the side of the shaft formed apparentiy to articulate with 
the tower border of the aoetabulum. Agtun another point 
in his case, where there was formation of new bone for the 
attachment of the long head of the biceps, the end of the 
bone was rounded off verv like the trochanter major, per~ 
baps to form new bone for the attachment of the glut«al 



leaving only one point at its lower border, through which 
the finger could with difBculybe introduced into iu cavity, 
allowing free motion to the os femoris, but yet holding the 
end firmly in its new position. 

Mr. Wagner of Berfin says we Qi<isl' he cautious in draw- 
ing conclusions after operations upon animals, aa the ratio 
of mortahty would be fixed exceedingly unfavorably for 
resection, inasmuch as nearly half of the rabbits which I 
operated upon died. It would be assumed that in most 
cases, af1«r resection of the head of the humerus, inflam' 
mation of the pleura, pericardium, or lungs, would be set up, 
aa I have found to be the case in rabbita I quote Ur. 
Wagner's remarks, from having, in a case of morbus coxa- 
liua, opened the abscess, where in a day or two the patient 
was seized with acuto pericat-ditiE, which proved fatal. I 
beheve that these operations upon the hip and shoulder 
joints will be attended willi better success than those upon 



oome in contact with each other, and by friction or pres- 



sure produce new disease. If this should prove true, 
operations upon the knee-joint will be the moat ud3ucc«(«- 
fuL Wasner says, "anchylosis of the shoulder-joint iJW 
resection lias not been observed up to the present tme:" 

Has anchylosis yet occurred after the same operalioa on 
the hip-joint ? 



APOPLEXY— AUTOPSY. 

[To the Editor of tk« Ambiciji Ifoiicu. TuA.] 
Jxv. 7th, with Dr. Rochester, of BuOalo, I made a poat- 

mortem examination on T. , aged about 60, cotoreil, 

dropped down dead tliis morning soon afler rising. Sxia- 
nal appearances natural The xiphoid cartilage via naii- 
sually high up, and the cartilages of the ribspaned offlrom 
it in a very oblique manner, not so rounding and prot«c(ing 
to the stomach as usual The heart was pressed up, being 
situated between the first and fourth nu— commsDciBi 
close against the lower edge of the first and extending lo 
the lower part of the fourth rib. Liver healthy in appeu- 
ance, but pressed to the left, and somewhat enlarged. GiU 
bladder full No kidney on the lefl side, and that on tbe 
right not apparently enlat^ed, though it was congested b a 
marked degree. Heart neilthy externally, both wks 
empty, left ventricle slightly enlarged, and perhips wih 
somewhat thinned. Head— skull very thick. Duramawt 
externally dry. Lymph effused over a large put of tiglit 
and left sides of cerebrum. Lateral ventricles filled with 
bloody serum. Choroid plexus congested. Found a tiidi 
black clot of oonsiderable size on both sides of brain in llie 
sulci between the lateral venbides and the meninges, s kuH 
clot over olfactory nerve of right side, and at tia bsis d 
the cerebellum marked clots near the ootd — one or two 
spolB softened. Gleneral maes of brun firm and beillfaj. 
The patient had been somewhat of a drinking niso,iud lor 
a day or two had complained of pun in the head, rdeniog 
it to the anterior andlaleral parte, those that on eiunmt- 
tion showed the effusion. The body was of good fiiU uk, 
of strong build, rather tlian corpulent with avenge nnd 
head and neck. It was not ascerl^ined whether the dsBiac 
was hereditary. It will be perceived the effusion in thii 
case had taken place where it is moat often observed, ie. 
over the optic nerve, or on a level with it. It is inlereMi; 
to note in connexion with the apoplectic condition, the ui»- 
tomica^ pecuhanties that were present; the displacemoit 
of the heart with hypertrophy, wjsence of one kidneJ,fl»^ 
oess of the attachment of^ the ribs, etc. Impediment f 
tbe free transmission of blood through the heart and luogi 
predisposes to apoplexy. Dr. Hope, from the frequencj t" 
the occurrence of hypertrophy of the left ventricle in the* 
cases, was disposed to place them in the relation of tame 
and effect, but Watson Inclines to the belief that thef m 
concomitant effects of the same cause, vii. of disease p«^ 
vading the arterial tree. The causes of the attack in thu 
case may bo briefly summed up as see, hypertrophy of di» 
left ventricle, cold, intemperance, and possibly the di^aw- 
ment of the heart. It is not impossible the enlargemcnla 
the liver may have had some eSeot to produce retardatiMi 
of the aortic current, and thus in some degree incre»B«i 
the tendency to cerebral engorgement. It would be inte^ 
eating to know what effect the absence of one kidney mj 
have in such cases. Possibly from offering leas facilities fix 
the diminution of the water and urea {torn the systein, H 
might in the case of a spirit drinker, or of one sccuslfflnea 
to overload the stomach, 
rary coma, ._„.... 

may operate aa one of the causes in cases of the kmd 
quite likely, and affords no considerable field for specuiatwa 

W. H. PDTLEB, M-h 
Ban Babuat, Amt- M, 19N. 



occasional lempo- 
cougeslion of the brain. That this 
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Leller fmn DAVID F. SMITH, M.D., 



BoMlimd, A^mt 1, 1»W. 

Lbatiho the steain-Bhip Arabia Saturday dood. at Liver- 
pool, I made the best of my way to EdinburgD, where I 
arrived Saturday night, August 4tb. Placing my profea- 
aioual duUea foremost, I, this morning, called upon Dr. Wm. 
Husband, who has recently practised and advocated vacci- 
nation upon a new, simple, and very efficient plan. He re- 
ceived me with the utmost kindness, and, in the course of 
our conversatjon, instructed me fully in hb new method, 
which is simply this : — On or before the eighth day after a 
(ucceasful Toccination, by slightly rupturing the vessel, and 
dipping therein a delicate capillary glass tube, virus suffi- 
cient lo vaccinate several people ascends into the tube by 
virtue of the capillary attraction; then withdrawing the 
tube and slightly shakioK it, so that the virus may be 
brought into the middle, both ends are, in succeauon, her- 
metically sealed by being held in the flame of a candle un- 
til the end melting assumes a globular form, lliis process 
is all that is necessary to be done to procure and preserve 
the virus. When about Uj use it, all that Is required is to 
break off both ends of the tube, and, slightly abradinK the 
•rm in one, two, or three places, to blow upon these sunaces 
a drop or two cj the fluia. Can any process be more neat 
or ample? Dr. Husband assures me that nine out of every 
t«n vaccinations " take,' and that having employed tubw 
that were charged two years ago, their efficiency remains 
unimpaired. !nie tubes used are very Bne and about three 
inches long. 

Riding lo tlie Royal InSrmary at 12, 1 there aaw Pro£ 
Sjme. Od being shown a case of ununited fracture of the 
humerus, I calledthe attention of ibe Professor to the views 
of ProC F. H. Hamilton, as to the cause and treatment of thai 
complication of fracture when occurring in the humerus. 
Tbey are briefly this : — That the cause of the non-union is 
temporary the anchylosis o( the elbow-joint, which, occur- 
riog when the arm ia in a bent portion, causes much, but 
hitherto unsuspected, motion at the seat of fracture, and 
that the treatment should be to straighten the arm and 
«>ply to it a straight splint expending from the shoulder to 
tbe tips of the fingers; and then perform any operation at 
the seat of fracture that may be thought necessary. Prof. 
Syme also showed us a patient who, when suffering from 
popliteal aneurism, h4l pressure faithfully tried without any 
result, in Manchester. The femoral artery was then tied 
with the effect of curing the aneurism. Some time after 
this, and subeequently to a severe blow upon tbe knee, the 
foot began U> mortify, and finally dropped off in the line of 
Chopart's operation. At this time Prof. Syme amputated at 
the ankle-joint, and, as he said, contrary Ui his anticipationa, 
the stump was nearly healed. Remarking upon fractures, 
And the American method of making extension, and some- 
times both eitension and counter-extension by means of 
adhesive plastor, Prof. Syme maintdned stouuy that the 
benefit supposed to be guned from tbe use of extension, 
was an Mitire delusion; for if extension was employed, the 
muscles were roused to resistance and always overcame 
such fiwce; — I ventured to suggest that, in our country, it 
had been found that extension, judiciously used and care- 
fully applied, was of great value, and that bia prejudices 
Against its use arose &om seeing it improperty and rudely 
applied. It wis, however, evidently a foregone ooncluB'.on 
in his mind, and all argument in its favor was useless. 

I spent much of the day, and also dined with Professor 
Simpson. I was struck with the great activity of his mind, 
and the ease with whidi, in almost one breath, he would 
discuss sutuects entirdy opposite. His geniahty and, as it 
were, pIsyfulnesB of mind, together with his great kindness 
to strangers, render his hospitalities dellgfatfuL He was 
much interested in an account that I gave him of (he im- 
provements in the treatment of morbtis 



country. I shall take an early opportunity lo show th« 
Professors here Dr. Sayre's instrument It appeared to ma 
to be such a marked improvement, when I saw it at the 
National Medical Association, and heard it so ably com- 
mented upon, thatl procured it, and have it with me. Pro- 
fessor Simpson kindly showed me his method of performing 
acupressure. He takes a needle threaded with a wire, an{ 
deeply imbedding it in the tissues on one side of the artery, 
makes its point issue so tiiat it may pass above the artery, 
and then thrusting it down deeply into the tissues on the 
other ade of the vessel, it appears to be able lo control per- 
fectly vessels of any size. He remarked that it had been 
used in several amputations of the thigh with perfect suc- 
cess. The wire is used merely to draw out the needle when 
it has remained a sufGcicnt length of time — 24 hours have 
sufficed. What time or rnther about what time the needle 
should remain has yet to be determined. A case was shown 
me where Prof. Simpson had performed the operation for 
vesico-vaginal fistula, the day previous. He remarked that 
he had eleven ca^es m which he had performed only eleven 
operations with perfect success in aU. A case presented it- 
self of nasal ptdypi, interesting from the fact that it had been 
in existence for 24 years. The gentleman told me that Mr. 
Liston operated upon him some fifteen times, twenty years 
ago, causing much haemorrhage and loosening one c^his molar 
teeth. The growth remainingandincreasiing, about four years 
ago he applied to Prof. Syme, who removed it several times, 
and. as the growth immediately returned, advised him to 
let It atone. He did so, and at the present lime it is much 
less than four years ago, although plainly perceptible on dis- 
tending both nostrils. He carries constantly in his pocket 
a vial of copperas dissolved in water, which by causing 
contraction of the mass relieves him materially. Pro). 
Simpson suggested the application of chloride of zinc. 

A-t the InnnnBTy, to-day, Prof, Syme remarked that 
there had' recently been two cases of aneurism admitted to 
the Infirmary for operation, in which puIsaticHi ceased the day 
after their sdmission, and prompt rocoveiy followed with- 
out anything being done. He attributed it to the fright 
and anxiety consequent on the journey end admission to 
tbe hoHiit^ which might have caused some mechanical or 
other change in the aneurism. He considered the treat- 
ment \ij flexion well worthy of trial in almost every case. 
Prot Syme remarked that blistering was the very best 
thing that could be done for a callous, indolent ulcer; and 
he wished particularly the credit of urging this improved 
treatment upon the profession. A poultice is usually ap- 
phed for tlie firat twenty-four hours after admission lo the 
hospital; then the blister. I noticed in the wards that 
fractures of the tibia and fibula were all laid upon the 
outer side. My attention has been called by Mr. Eklwar^s, 
formerly Demonstrator of Anatomy in the Univeraty, to 
the subject of fractures of the radius just above the wrisL 
It appears to him, and certainly does to me, after experi- 
ments upon the di!ad body, that far too much importance 
has been attached to the forcible bending of the hand 
downwards, and to the ulnar side. Any one who tries the 
experiment upon the subject will find that it really pre- 
vents the close apposition of the fractured surfaces. A 
gap is produced whenever the hand is forcibly inclined in 
the usual manner. May not the filling up of Uiis gap with 
new deposit in some way help to produce that stifincps and 
awkwardness of the joint that so often remain for months. 
I remember thot Prof F. H. Hamilton, in his late excellent 
Work on fractures, doubts very much the efficacy of the 
above-mentjoned posture, and, if I mistake not, retMns it 
merely on account of the superior facility that it gives you 
for examining the point of fracture. 

Many operations are duly performed at the hospital, or, 
as it is called here. Royal Infirmary, that I do not mention, 
because they present nothing of interest. Warm water is 
used here mstead of cold, as an application to wounds, 
Rwuns, and oontusions. Prof Simpson remarked to me 
that he donbted the propriety of employing oven vTarm 
wat«r a« an ^iplioatJon to a surgical wound. He tiiought 
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it miriitdiBBoWe Uie crust or glazing formed over a wound, 
and Uius do more hsrm Uian good. ProC Sjme Mnpu- 
t»ted the leg bv makiog anterior and pcMterior ^kio-flapa, 
and dividing the muBcles bj oircuUr inci^on. In sawing 
the bone, he divides the spine of the tibia obliqueij, so as 
to prevent fretting of die anterior flap by the sharp comer. 
This, however, is no novelty. 



lltMtal fttos. 



Smoeers IM Ntw Tors. — According to the Aferthanli 
Magatine, in New York dty there are about 200,000. smok- 
ers, each using two cigars per diem, which make 400,000 
every day. These will cost, for labor alone, at $5 per 
thousand, the enormous sum of $8,760,000 annually, when 
made by hand. There are imported into New York, 
annually, 12,000,000 lbs. of tobacco, distributed aa fol- 
lows :— Connecticut, 10,000 cases of 400 lbs. each ; Penn- 
sylvania, 6,000 cases, 400 tbs, each ; Ohio, 10 000 cases of 
370 lbs. each. From New Tork to Mofsacbusetts, 5,000 
cases of 400 lbs. each. We also import fi,000,000 Iba. from 
Havana, and a quantity from oiher Spanish ports : and we 
are told that, on an average, 20 lbs. o! tobacco are required 
for every 1,000 cigars, and we can easily calculate that 
there are 900,000,000 cigars made in the city of New York 
alone in a year. 

From an article in the London Times it appears that from 
the first of Judo, 1857, to the first of June, 1858, there had 
been admitted into the Northern hospital at Liverpool up- 
urardi of 150 patimU fivm nurthant vatU vihimm^Mngt 
m euery tingle oaat were owing io maUreatmeat at lAe handt 
of tKeir i^ctr*. 

MsDiOiL Mnf nr thi N«w Itauah Farlonent. — The 
Medical ProfesaiDn is represented in the New Italian Parlia- 
ment by twelve Uedical Deputies, ahd among them O. 
Parini,ex-Governorof the-Hmilian Provinces. Twoof the 
principal representatives of ItaUan Medicine, Professor Pa- 
ni^», of Pavia, and Bufalini, of Florence, have been named 
Senators. Well merited has this recognition of their public 
services been: fbr it has been among the Professors at the 
Universities that the traditions of Italian liberties were 
ddfRj kept alive during the oppression from which they 
have now happily become liberated. 

Cause of Stebiutv. — Dr. Chaillfi who lately visited New 
York, writes to the N. 0. Med. and Sttrg. Joam. aa follows : 
I^ Emmet, Assistant Physician lo the Woman's Hospital, 
supposes, and I presume bis opinion refiects that of Dr. 
Sims, that copulation seldoms results in conception, unless 
the OS uteri be in such a position as to fairly receive the 
discharge of semen from uie meatus urethrs of tlie penis. 
If the impulse of the semen in the act of coition be not 
directed fairly into the womb's mouth(inconae<iiieDceof its 
faulty position), then sterility may result. Dr. E. asserts 
that, notwithstanding those exceptional cases where preg- 
nancy has occurred without even penetration of the virile 
member, it is none the less tme that the wives of those 
men who have had an abDormal termination of the uretlira 
(the meatus being dluated, not on the glans penis, but 
somewhere in the course of the urethra), have been sterile, 
which would tend to establish the assertion that impreg- 
nation usually requires something more than the simple in- 
troduction of semen into the vagina. 

Srebcia, a city of Lombardy, of 30,000 inhabitants, re- 
ceived in the first days after the horrid carnage on the 
heights of San Martino and Solferino, the enormous num- 
ber of 33,000 sick and wounded, who were distributed in 
forty difierent provisional hospitAls. Churches, barracks, 
the vast palaces of the rich, monasteries, school houses and 
country residences were charitably thrown open for the re- 
lief of the sick and wounded. The physicians were nobly 



Bsmsted by the inhabitants in thdr arduous task, and both 
did their best to afford every possible help and comfort to 
the soldiers wounded on the batUe field. To give an idea 
of the immense labor the surgeons had to undergo, we add 
that tlieir number amounted to only 140, and that they 



13,250 wounded on the battle field by all possible kinds of 
arms; 19,750 beingmodical cases. According to nationali- 
ty this divides itself into 17,400 Frenchmen, 14,000 Itafians, 
and 1,600 Austrians. The amount of deaths was 1,270, 
which gives the favorable result of not quite four per cent. 
1^ the total amount treated. — tf. 0. MtHeal and Surgical 



Spbcialtiis or thk Pbcscrt Dat ko Novsltt. — The 
system of special prr.ctke, which is becoming so prevalent 
at the present lime, existed amongst the ancient Egyptians, 
for Herodotus speaks of their having doctors for almost 
every part of the body, of which the eye and other organs 
are particularly mentioned. Our specialism would seem, 
then, to be merely a revival of an ancient though not 
enlightened practice. 
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A CLINICAL LECTURE ON AN.EMIA. 

. DKUVEBED AT THE IX>NO ISL&IOl COLLEGE HOSPITAI. 

AUSTIN FLINT, M.D., 



GniTLnu!!: — lefasllav&ilmvBelf of the opportunity ofiercd 
\>j the kbeence of any particular cases ctaimicg ezteDdcd 
consideration lo-daVj to make some remarliB on a patho- 
logical condition which ia brought to our notice conatantlj' 
in connexion with the cases preaentiag at our clinic, and 
which I have been able hilhetlo to consider only in an 
incidental manner. The condition to which I refer ia that 
known as anarmia. 

•■ .Aa introductory to the anlgoct, I will call your attention 
to a eaae which we have recently admitted into the hos- 
pital The jiatient is a female, aged twenty-tliree. Her 
occupation la that of a domestic, and she has been much 
confined witliin doois. She states that she has been in ill 
health for eighteen month^ and (hat prior to this Ume she 
was well She ia uiunarned. Eighteen months ago she 
ceased to menslniale. The menses were not arrested, but 
^ey ceased to recur for three montha. She can assign no 
cauac for this irregularity. She has never had leucorrhcea, 
^fter three months tlje menses returned, and have recurred 
regularly since, but have always been scanty. She prcr 
aents a notably anaemic appearance. The face is pale, and 
the prolabia bloodless. The appetite is tolerable, and the 
bowels rrnilar. She is de[a«ssed in miritA. She lias suf- 
fered much from palpitation, and has lancicd that ^e had 
diaeaae of the heartj aod that she is in danger of sudden 
death. On physical examination the heart is found not 
enlarged. A fystolio soft murmur is beard over the pul- 
monic artery, and > feeble murmur (systoLc) ia also heaid 
at the fpex. A prettv loud arterial murmur is heard over 
the carotid, and a loud venous bum. There are no symp- 
toms rofetable to the lungs. 

These are the general points ini this cos^.' I do not care 
to so into needless details. The case may serve as a type 
of the condition of which I' propose to speak more fully.' 
dian I have been able to do before. 

The patient is affected with ojumnia. ^at is (he patho- 
logical condition designated by this term ? Derivatively the 
term signifies a deficiency of blood. But this does not 
eypresfl accurately the condition. I believe that there may 
be a deficient quantity of blood. It has been denied by 
aome who think (hat whenever, from btemorrhage, or any . 
other cause, the mass is lessened, liquids are quickly ab- 
sorbed BufGciently to make up the deficiency, and, there- 
fore, that the quantity is- never so much reducea as to 
conatitut« properly a morbid condition. As a general 
statament this u probably true, but it may be justly ^ubted 
whether it invariably holds good. That reduction in 
quantity of the masa of blood, however, is not the essential 
condition in antemia, must be admitted. The essential con-' 
dition ia deficiency of the red corpuscles of the blood. 
Whenerer these are reduced below the limit of health 
amemia exists, whether the blood, as a whole, be diminished 
or not I The condition is thus the opposite of plethora, 
the red corpuscles in the latter condition exceeding in 
quantity the healthy limit. 

When I say that the essential condition in antemia is a 
diminution of^the red corpuscles below the Bralt of health, 
I would not be underetood to mean that this is altvays the 
primary morbid change. Other important changes in the 
blood, with which we arc at present unacqu^nled, may 
precede it The source of the blood corpiiscles is not yet 
satisfactorily ascertained. We know not wher^' or how ' 
tbey we manufactured. When physiologists stiall have 
Am. Mid. Tiuxs, Vol. I., No. 11. 



pushed their researches further in this direction, we shall 
perhaps find that deficiency of the red corpuscles ^wsys 
stands in a relation of dependence on some antecedent 
blood change er changes. It is correct to say that, in the 
existing state of our knowledge, antemia may be defined 
to be a paucity of blood corpuscles. 

Physiological chemistry teaches ue that the red corpuscles 
con»8t of several organic ingredients, prominent among 
which is the tuematin or coloring matter of the blood, and 
that they are present in the proporljon of fixim 120 to 130 
in lOOO parts. Pathologists have ascertained that incases 
(jf disease tlic red corpuscles may decrease so that they 
exist in a proportion ot only TO, 60, and even 20 in 1000 
parts. It is difficult here, as in other instances, to fix the 
precise bounds of healthy variations. Robin estimates that 
when the reduction of corpuscles falls as low as 80 in lOOO 
parts, it must constitut« a morbid condition. Thi^ how- 
ever, is only an opinion, although approximating to ^ 
truth. 

Directing our attention to the subject in a practical point 
of view, the question at once arises, How are we (o tleter- 
mino the existence of onEcmia? It is evident that wc can- 
not draw blood frocn all our patients and make a quantita- 
tive analysis in order' to ascertain whether 'Ihey areanrcnric' 
or not. This is not necessary. For all practical purposes 
we can generally judge with sufficient accuracy by certain 
manifest characters, and by the patholt^cal effects of this" 
condition. The patient's physiognomy is often sufficient, 
as in the case which has pre&ced these remarks. The 
charKteristic appearance I have pointed Out to you repeat- 
edly in the patients at our clinic The color of thel^, 
so far SB this ia dependent on the htematin of the blood, is 
deficienL The complexion is (hat Of 'th6 skin minia the' 
luematin, and as the complexion varies in diScrent persons, 
so the aofemic aq)ect is not always precisely the same.' 
Some peraons pi^sent a pale white cotor, in others the Wtin' 
is brown, in ouiera sallow, and sometimes a faint greeniah 
tint is discoverable, which ted the older writers to tpply to' 
certain cases of aniemia the name of chlorosis. The absence' 
or deficiency of hcemotiti U the point which they aH have 
in common. TheAsniunctiva is notably white 'and tranipai' 
rent, showing when the complexion is- yellow, that it is not 
so frofA the presence of bile' in the blood. Owing to the' 
transparency of the sderotjc membrane and the conjuniS' 
tJviL' the choroid coat fi:%itient1y gives to the globe of the 
eye a dark blue appearance which is quite cfaaracteristio.'' 
The prolabia offer a good spot for judging of the condition' 
of the blood. This intermediate spnCe between the skin' 
and mucous membrane, loses the vermilion line of health,' 
and In strongly marked coses seems devoid of blood. The! 
mucous men^rsne of the mouth, Boetrils, and eyelids is' 
unnaturally pale. With these appearances yoii are familiar,' 
and I have had occasion to caution you against a Uabtlity to' 
error to which I will again refer. Patienta whom I exa-' 
mined privately before my clinical honr arrived, not nnfte- ' 
qticntly present the characten of antemia strongly maiked, 
bnt when they come before the dass these appearances an ' 
much less manifest The reason is, the excitement Incident 
to offering thus in public, causes the heart to act with unu- 
saal force, and the blood is unduly attracted to the &ee.' 
Allowance is to be made in private ''practice for the tempo-' 
rary excitement which the visits of the physicim orliis' 
investigations are likely to occasion. 

But we must not rely exclusiTely on the pbynognomy 
in determining the existence of antemia, or in judging of' 
its degree. In some patients the characters just mentjcmed 
are not conspicuously msnifeet, and (he same amonnt of 
ahfemia in different patients gives rise to marked difliirences ' 
in the prominence of the physiognomic characters, owing' 
to differences in the Taaculanty of the tissues in the natural ' 
complexion, etc This is an important practical point which ■ 
clinical experience shows to be correct. There are other 
means of judging, irrespective of an analysis of the blood. 
These have reference to the pathologicid effects of the arae- - 
• mic condition. <^nical obserrstioa teaches that aMcmis' 
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Blaada in a pathological relation to a. scries of pbi 
wliicU, therefore, when present, constitute eTldcnce of the 
exiateoce of aiiiemia. Tliese pficiioincna uc iroportAot in 
a diagnostic point of view, and also with reference to 
therapeutics, lor the relation winch the antcmia sustain?, as 
already' intimated, is that of causation. 

Before proceeding further I wish to remark that the im- 
portance of the aMcraic condition has been appreciated only 
within the last few years. It is not jot sufficiently appre- 
ciated by many practitioners, especially tlioee who have not 
been able to emancipate themselves froni ihe doctrine [hat 
Qearly all diseases are referable to inSammation, and that 
this is ihe great patliological clement on wluch our thera- 
peutical resources are to be in most casea concentrated. 
The reoognition by well informed physicians of anaemia as 
•D i/npiortant pathological condition, is one of the most 
prominent of the charocteristica of practical medicine at the 
present moment. Let me add, Qcntlemen, that there are 
few subjects in practical medicine which it is more impor- 
Unt that you should pniperly understand than this. The 
number of cases at our chnic in which this condition exists, 
represenU the extent to wliich it prevaik. Tou will meet 
with it constantly in your pracdce. Itself an effect of vari- 
ous causes, it occasion^ in its turn, a host of morbid se- 
quences, and it is found in incidental and accidental associa- 
tion with numerous diseases. You cannot disregard or 
depreciate it without Culiog to mana^ tucccssfully a large 
proportion of the cases which you will he called upoa to 
treat ) more Chan tliis, without oflen doing harm instead of 
good, by means of therapeutical agencies. 

Let us now inquire what are the phenomena which we 
may expect to find BaBO<^ted with aniemia, aside from the 
appearanoes already alluded to? I must not stop to do 
much more than toenumerale the more important of them, 
in order to leave time for devoting some consideration lo 
Other branches of the subject. A large number of pheno- 
mena are dependent on an abnormal excitation of the 
nervous system. The healthy action of this system re- 
quires that the red corpuscles of the blood shall not fall 
much below the limit of health; and when greatly dimi- 
nished, the effect is not as we might d priori anUcipate, 
mere inaction or inoapacity for action, but a morbid activity 
or aberration. Neuralgia in various situations is apt to 
occur ; in females that particular form known as the "pun 
in the ade," is exceedingly common. This pain is situated 
at the lower part of the chest in front on either side, but 
ofUner the left than the right. Cephalalgia is quite com- 
mon. Hypenestbesia of certain portions of Ihe skin is fre- 
quent When thia is limited to the abdomen, and is 
marked, it emulates the tenderness of peritonitis, and may 
l«ad, without due knowledge and care, lo an important 
error in diifnosis. Tenderness by the side of the spinous 
processes or the vertebne is generally present, constituting 
what has been known as spinal irritation. In the tn^ority 
of cases so called, ana:!inia exists, and the tenderness ts 
more effectually relieved by measures addressed to the 
uuemic condition than by the severe local appbcations 
■which were formerly in vogue. Palpitation is generally 
more or less prominent. Of the many patients, especially 
come to us with functional disorder of 
ty are amemic. The heart is u.iually 
mic state ; slight causes render the 
at it is importajit to bear in mind the 
dl Hall, not to judge of the habitual 
le by a single examiuation made when 
rrogate a patient, but to wait until the 
lecome tranquil, when it will ollen be 
n the pulse being accelerated, it may 
If a patient be subject to hysteria, 
Mlisposea to the various disorders em- 



Depression of spirits is a common effect of aniemia. 
Patients are disposed to look on the dark side of things ; 
they lose the buoyancy which they have in health ; tiiey 
are easily affected and agitated. Tim effect may be groater 



or less, in some instances amounting to melancholia. The 
mental depression frequently takes the direction of anxiety 
and apprehension on the subject of hcaltli. It is not un- 
usual for patients to feel that tbej are lo die soon. Tbey 
imagine that they are affected with some fatal disease, which 



tion, these being popularly known as serious affections, 
organic disease of tiie heart be imagined, sudden death is ap- 
prehended, it beina a popular notion that cardiac afTectians 
usually destroy suddenly. A sense of inability for physical 
or menial exertion is another effect referable to the aervoua 
system. There is not bo much actual incapacity as there is 
a feeling of it. The powers of body and mind may be in 
reality somewhat weakened, but it is the indispositiou or 
rather inaptitude to make any exertions of which the pa- 
tient most complains, and this to persons of naturaDy active 
habits is a source of distress. This sense ofinability to ex- 
ertion is variable; it is f^lt on some days more than on 
others, and at certain periods of the same day more than at 
other periods. It is often to be felt during the process of 
digestion. 

Various phenomena are dependent on the weakness of 
different organs. Exclusive of the nervous system, Trhich 
we have just seen to be the Beat of a morbid activity, the 
func^ons are enfeebled. Digestion is labored, or difficult, 
and perhaps imperfectly perfurmed. In young girls there 
is sometimes a craving for unnatural articles, such as slate, 
chalk, etc. Whether the dirt-eating propensity, peculiar 
to the Southern negro, be generally associated will) anemia, 
I am unable to say. I may remark here that in the uegro 
we cannot, for obvious reasons, appreciate all the phy- 
siognomic characters of anemia ; but those pertuning to 
the eye, the prolabia, and the mucous membrane, are per- 
haps tlie more conspicuous for beiAg placed in relief by tlie 
blackness of the skin. Tlie bowels are sluggish. Amenor- 
rhoea and a scanty menstrual flow are occasional effects, aa 
in iho case lo which I have called jour attention to-day. 
The sexual propensity is lessened. Coldness of the eitrenu- 
ties is almost invariably present, denoting deficient power 
of the circulation, or deficiency in those molecular changes 
which are attended by the production of animal heat. 

I might extend this enumeration by including varioos 
incidental phenomena. I will menUon one which will oc- 
caaonallj present it«el^ viz. a sense of DumbneoB, some- 
times limited to one extremity and sometimes extending 
over a lateral half of the body. This excites a ^ood ded of 
alarm, lest it be a precursor of paralyus. 7%at it is not, we 
may assure our patients positively. I have, however, 
known facial paralysis to occur in two instancesj in which 
no cause could be assigned^ exclusive of snsmia. In both 
these instancea the paralysis was temporary. 

With regard to these varied phenomena to whidi tiie 
condition of anaemia stands in a causative relation, more or 
leas complete, there is this distinctive fact: — Several of 
them are associated in the same case. It is the grouping 
together of them which renders them Ermptomatic of the 
aniemic condition, rather than their signihcance individu- 
ally. The present and previous history of a ease of auEmia 
of some standing, generally embrace the greater part of the 
phenomena which I have enumerated. This lact has been 
abundantly illustrated in the cases which have presented 
Uicmselves at our clinic. When we have satisfied ourselves 
that the patient is anemic, and has been bo for some time, 
we can roreteH what our examination will disclcrae; neu- 
ralgic pains somewhere, palpitation, cold extremities, men- 
tal depression, a sense of incapacity for exertion- may be 
conficfently anticipated. We may venture t" '" '"" " 



patient that these *are tbe symptoms, although this method 
of inspiring confidence is liable to abuse, and borders on 
quackery. 



There are certain phyBical aigns distinctive of anemia, 
which pertain to the circulation. These are the Inorganic 
raumiurs. Whether a strictly cardiac murmur may be due 
alone to an abnormal condition of the bloody is a question 
mibjudite. By the expression, " strictly canliac murmur," I 
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mean a murmur produced <>ither within the cavities of the 
heart or at the auriculo-TCntrioular orificea. In the case 
given at the outset of this lecture, there exists ■ murmur 
referable bj the rules of locaiiittion to (he mitral orifice. 
There ia no other evidence of organic disease in this case, 
»Dd the question arises, may a mitral EfatoUc munnur be 
inoi^anic 7 Generallj it is not so ; in other words, it de- 
notes organic lesions of some kind ; but I am not prepared 
to soy that it may not be functional I have known a mitral 
systolic murmur in a case of chorea assodiated with anffimia, 
without rheumatism, to continue for a time, and disappear 
■when the patient recovered from thechorea and the ameoiia. 
But if this murmur be ever icorpanic, it is certainly very 
nrely bo. We do not look for it m eaaea of anemia, but we 
often find murmurs in the arteries near the heart, and at a 
distance from it. We hear Uiem just above the heart, over 
the outer and pulmonic artery. They are, of course, always 
^stolic, L e. accompanying the first sound or systole. 
How do you know Uiem to be inorganic murmurgT This 
is aa important practical question, for if the murmurs are 
not inorganic, they denote organic lesions of itome kind; 
and the existence of antemia i« not alone aulHcient proof 
that the murmurs arc inorganic, inasmuch as atuemia may 
b^ and often is, associated with organic disease of the heart. 
We can generally arrive at the concluaon that they are 
inorf^aoic, by directing attention to certain points in con- 
necUOD with the existence of anaemia. An morganic mur- 
mur may be seated in the pulmonic artery. So far as my 
experience goes, it is oftener sealed in the pulmonic artery 
than in the aorta. How to determine whether it be sealed 
ia the pulmonic artery or the aorta, I need not stop here to 
consider, for IhLi is a point which we have already auffl- 
ciently considered in previous lectures. Now, if a mur- 
mur be seated in the pulmonic artery, in an amemic person, 
the probability is that it is inorganic, because, eidusive of 
congenital malformationB, this artery is very rarely the seat 
of or^nic lesions. The co-ezistence of a pulmonic and an 
arterial murmur is also evidence of both neing inorganic. 
How do we know that we have these two murmurs coex- 
isting? This is a question which I believe I have not 
before answered, and it is one which I have not considered 
folly in my work on the Diseases of the Heart We can 
usually settle this nice point in auscultation, hv comparing 
the murmur aa heard over the outer and near the puhnonic 
artery. If a murmur heard in the second intercostal spaces, 
nigh to the sternum on both sides, have the same quality 
and pitch, the presumption ii^ that it is a single murmnr 
transmitted into botli situations; but if the munnur, as 
heard on the two sides, dilTcrs in quality and pitch, the pre- 
sumption is, that it is not a single murmur, but that there 
are two murmurs, one of which ia aortic, and the other pul- 
monic ; and clinical observatioD shows a difference in 
quality and pitch on the two sides to be not unfrequent 
Another pomt relates to the second sound of the heart 
We can interrogate, after a little practice, without difGcultr, 
the aecond sound aa produced at the aortic and pulmonic 
orifices separately, and distinguish the one from me other. 
Now, organic leHiocs at'the aortic orifice generally, although 
not inrariabty, involve the semilunar v^vet^ so as to im- 
pair the aortic second sound. If^ therefore, we find the 
aortic second sound and the pulmonic second sound prc- 
aerving their normal relation to eadi other, as regards 
intensity and quality, the presumption is, that an aortic 
murmnr in a well marked case of anEmia ia inorranic. 
This presumption is atrengthened by the absence of any 
enlargement of the heart, and because experience teaches 
us that aortic lesions generally lead sooner or later to car- 
diac enlargement. 

Further evidence that mnnnura at ot near the arterial 
orifices are inorganic, is afforded by the coexistence of arte- 
rial murmurs in the subclavian and carotid arteries. Mur- 
murs are of^n produced in these situations in ansmia, 
when they are not discovered near the heart. Here I wish 
to advert to a point, concerning which, until lately, I have 
entertaioed an erroneoua opinion. T refer to the qudity of 



inonranic arterial murmurs. In my work on the diseases 
of Uic heart, I have stated that roughness is a distinc- 
tive characteriatjc of these murmurs. This is, I believe, 
the opinion generally held by experienced auseultators. An 
able reviewer in the DubSn Quarterly Raiitn, however, 
has criticised mv statement with regard to this point as too 
un(]ua!Lfied. C5urioualy enough, just befbre reading this 
review, I bad been led to the same conclusion by a case 
which came under my observation since the commence- 
ment of the present session. Tou will recollect the case I 
visited in consultation, the patient of a medical friend, in 
part with reference to the question whether there existed 
aneurism of the aorta or subclavian artery. Under the 
right clavicle there was a loud and distinctly rough mur- 
mur, which, naturally enough, suggested the idea of aneu- 
rism. No oilier signs of aneurism, however, existed. The 
patient was intensely annmiCi and death occurred a few 
days alter my examination. I attended at the autopsy and 
brought away the heart, which I exhibited to the classy 
and made some remarks on the subject at that time. Both 
the heart and the arteries were entirely fi«e from organie 

Another nice pcMnt in auscultation here suggests ilself| tO 
which I have not referred in my work on diseases of the 
heart, and which was just suggested to my mind by a ques- 
tion made to me by a member of one of my private classes 
in auscultation last winter. Suppose that we find an aorlJe 
murmur at the base of the hear^ and a murmur in the caro- 
tid artery, the latter may be either transmitted from the 
aorta, or it may be produced within the carotid ; can we 
determine which of these explanations is correct? ' We 
can generally do so by comparing the murmnrs in the 
neck, and at the base of the heart, as respects pitch and 
quality of sound. A transmitted murmur preserves its 
pitch and quality, certainly as a rule. If, therefore, the 
murmur in uie neck be the same murmur heard at the base 
of the heart, save only as regards intensity, it is transmitted ; 
but if it differ in pitch or in quality in uie situations, there 
art two mnrmuis, one produced in the aorta, and the other 
in tlie carotid. 

We have not yet done with the muraiurs incident to 
aTuemia. What is called the venous hum, when present, ii 
highly characteristic This murmur is the continuous hum- 
ming sound, sometimes muscaL whidi the French writen 
call %ru& de didiU. This is truly a formidable titie for an 
auscultatory sound ; reference, however, is had, not to hk 
satanic majesty, but to the spinnine-ton. The munnur 
often closely resembles that produced oy uiis toy, which in 
France is Known as le diabU. This murmur is produced 
within the veins of the neck, opener on therightaide than 
on the left side, the patient either sittinr or stant^ng. That 
it is a venous murmur ia demonstrated oy compressing the 
veins above the stethoscope. The murmur is at once 
arrested, and it may be made to come and ^ at pleasure. 
This fact I have demonstrated to all of you m cases which 
have presented at our clinic. I believe this to be always 
a sign of anEcmis, but it is a sign present only in oertam 
cases of anemia, and, therefore, while it denotes this con- 
dition when it is preaent, its atffience is by no means proof 
that amemia does not exist. Why it should be present in 
some cases and not in other cases, I confess my uiabili^ to 
explain. The same remark holds good with respect to 
inorganic arterial murmurs; that ia, they are presmt in 
only a certun proportion of cases of anemia. They depend, 
doubtiesa, on an abnormal condition of the blood, hot what 
theparticular change is, I am not prepared to say. 

The causes of antemta, in a practical point of view, con- 
stitute a very important branch of the subject We meet 
with this condition vastiy oflener in the female than In the 
male, which ia to be explained in a greet measure by the 
fact that many of the causes are peculiar to the fbmale sex, 
and in part, perhaps, by the fact that the relative propor- 
tions of the red corpuscles of the blood are normally some- 
what leas in the female than in the male. Loss of blood is 
a frequent cause. Women are exposed neeuBarly to fhja 
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cause in eonsequpnco of the ftoodinfts ia labor and the pro- 
(<iac menstrual Quwings to which Lht;y sru subjeuL f ur- 
iperlj, when the aMemic conditaon was not underetood, 
and b'^^intr *^ * remedy tr^^ prauliaed much more indis^ 
<!riraiDately than at the present time, antcuita was often 
produced b; ituildicious veneacctJoas, aided, too, as these 
■yere, by the equally injudieious use of emetics and cathar- 
^C3, coNJoiiieU witli low dieL W'e cauuot forbear (he con- 
vjc^on that jnixii harm was done in this way, and alao by, 
foiliag to-ractwniap, as contra-indicating measuree of defde- 
tloQ, a atat« QTaotenua already e^iBtin^. I( is- no reproach 
iff the paft to bQ obliged to entertain auch a. conviction. 
Phyaiciai'i can be expected to see their way in practice 
ooly so lar as the Iwht of existing knowledge extends, and 
il ibera be tigt liabi^tie; to error, there can, of course, be no 
room for. improvement 

t Asa general renurk, any excessive expenditure of tlie 
dutritire materials in tbe blood, ezciusivc of nutrition, may 
occasion ajuemiA. Thu^'largeor lon^ continued purulent 
discharges siTe liao .to it. In females a cojnaion cause is 
the profuse leucorrhcea from which many suffer For a great 
^Dgth of time withoul medical aid. Frequent child-bearing 
KM lactation ere perhaps the most frequent of all the 
causes. The great Irequency of these causes you have been 
led to oteerve in tbc cases at our clinic. Over aiid over 
we have foond on questioning nurfing patients, tyho 
come here with the varied ailments belonging to ansemia, 
that the.; have been either pregnant or suckling children 
with little or no intemijHion for eight, ten, or twelve con- 
se^iive years. And to these causes are conjoined gene- 
rally hard, work, ioodequste diet, uid often exposure to 
TonouB other hardshjpa. 

In other patients it ia induced by deficient assimilation. 

This is thcBDure^ oilen in females who are confined within. 

doors by some sedentary employment Tou will have 

observed that in several of our cases the patients have been 

jeamstreaaes. Sitting day after daT,r without exercise of 

tii» mUBoles^ or .of the Ihculties of the mind, and removed 

from all excitement which stiis up the funcUons, there is 

yffl^. a aoudl demand for Bui)plies for nutrition. Tlie diges- 

jiTe and assimilalor; functions languish from inactivity: 

^x desire ibr food at length dimimahes or disappears, ana 

the bl^od becomes impoverished. In pther cases, among a 

diSerentclass of patients, assimilation ia defective in conse- 

quenoe of an injudicious alimentation. This arises somc- 

bmes from depraved dietetic kahits into which, person^ 

eq>eciBUv fbinaies, fall unintentionally : but it La scmetimea 

the reaulC of. aaicklj sentiinentality' which imagines that it 

IS more interesting and reShcd to ignore the substantial 

wht^esome articles of Ibod yhich G^ intended shoiild bo. 

iVils of. anssmia here spring 

which stigmatises good hving 

morality, ,and religion. The 

one of these, evils-; and were 

to trace its consequences, v^e 

a small share of mental va- 

><len quoted but often disre- 

a tn coTfore tarn. Gluttony 

a physical, if not a meatu, 

to an equal extreme of asa^r 

. of men and women, but tiiey 

i^hest perfection in intellect, 

actice with, cases of antemia 
le period of puberty, without 
to any. obvious cause. It 
ected with the evolution of 
lese cases cspeciallv that the 
term chloroaia has heei^ applied. A .greenish tint of the 
complexion is certainly not a reliable test and it would 
{« better were the term chlorosis discanled; but, if re- 
tained, it is well to restrict it to cases of Ihe description 
now refferred to: 

In districts known as malarious, and -among persons who 
baye experienced frequent relapses br intermittent (ever. 



aniemia is quite common. Tbc malarious poison may 
induce anfcmia without giving rise to intermittent fever, 
but persons who have repeated attacks of the latter disease,. 
or in whom the course of the disease is jiot inlernipted,. 
generally become antemic. 

We may odd to tiiis brief account of the causation, the 
encc of ameinia'rin connexion with an abnormal in- 
of tlie white corpufclea of the blood, lo which the. 
on of pathologists has been called bjr Virchow and 
Bennett, termed by the latter leucocythemia. I have not 
time now t^ enter into a ooQsideiation of this p^holi^ieal 
condition, ai)d te do so would be a digression fhjm our 
' present subject 

' . I h^ve considered atuemia, GenUemen, in these remarks, ' 
as a condition which, with our present knowledge, presents 
itself to us in practice when it is to be regarded and treated 
as the poipt of departure for a great variety of copsecutive 
ailments. The slate of anEemia.often occurs when the point 
of departure is obviously in some other sSection lo whicb 
tW ooicmia is incidental Thu^ in eases of tubercnloeia, 
ca.-cinoBO, and Bright's disease, anemia occurs as a pro- 
minent feature, but as occurring in these connexions, it is 
a subordinate condition ; it belongs to the history of these , 
diseases, and claims attention only as one of their elements. 
Ansmis, however, may concur with almoet any disease 
with which it sustains lio special relatione. In other words, 
a person already more or less ana;mic, is liable^ as well aa 
otlier persons, Co he attacked .with fevers, inflammationEi, 
and other affections; and on the other hand, persona 
affected widi chronic maladies ^re li^Ie, like other person^, 
to become amemic from causes having no particular relation 
to the existing maladies. The point at which I wish to 
arrive is this: Wherever anssmia concurs with any diseaee 
of wluch it is not an intrinsic element, it modifies the phe- 
nomena of that disease, and must influence our treatment. 
Suppo^, for exitntple, that an anfcmic. person be attacked 
with a pneumonia, the -antemic condition Is to he laken 
into account in estimating tha agnificance of symptoms:, 
especially those relating to the circulation and the powers 
»f the system, and it|i» of vast importance to take cogni- 
sance «f the concurrence of this condition in detenninioE 
whether bloodletting or other measures of depletion shw 
be resorted to or not This ia on icoportant practical ptunt 
of general application. Inattention to this point in organic 
affections of the hearty has led to serious errors in prac- 
tice. We have seen (hat one of the most constant and 
Eromiitent of tha effects of antemia is irritabihty of the 
eort This iiritability, conjoined with obstructive or 
regurgitant lesions, iucreosee greatiy the disturbance 4.i>e 
to tiie latter. It augments notably the inlen»ty of the. 
organic murmurs proceeding from these lesions. The 
practical ecroris in jmputing all the disturbance to the, 
lesions, and under the influenceoftiiis error perhaps adopts' 
ing m^sures of treatment which aggravate uie disturbance 
by increasing the anxmio. So far as diEeases of the hearL 
are concerned, the importance of recognising the co-exist- 
ence of anemia cannot be too forcibly impressed ; but the 
same principle holds good.although not to an equal extent, 
in almost all offcctiona., Tlie jiractical injunction is to look 
for aiucmia, not ooly when it is the chief) and so fai as 
appears to us, the primary morbid condition, and not only, as 
it occurs in ccrtam affections to the history of wbidi it 
belong but as. it may accidentally be found associated with 
any disease. 

Before proceeding to B]>cak of the treatment of anssmia, 
I wish, to c^.your attention to a form in which this condi- 
tion is occasionally met with; differing from the ordinary 
forms in this important respect — it proceeds steadily and 
surely, to a fatal issue. I refer to the fc^m which Addison, 
distinguishes as "idiopathic anwmia." He ho distinguishea, 
it because the anfcmia is developed and continues without 
any adequate cause or causes being apparent It is in these 
cases of idiopathic aniemia that Addison was led to observe, 
disease of the , supra-renal capsules. The bronzed hue of 
the skin occurs in a ccrtun proportion of these cases only.' 
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It is with the idiopathic ratal aiuemia, not thu colorfttioD 
of the akin only, that AddiBon Bupponee the disease of the 
BOpra-reDiJ capsules is connected. As there is, I believe, : 
generally'iui incorrect impression on this point, I beg leave 
to read the fullowing quotatiODa from AddiHon's paper : i 
"For a tongperiod I have from time to time met with a; 
very remarknble form of freneral anaemia, occurring without 1 
anj diacorerabJe ctiuae whatever; cases in which there had 
been no previous loss of blood, no exhausting'diairhcea, no < 
dilorosls, no purpura, no renal affection, splenic Iniasmalft, , 
Ktaodular, ■trumooe, or malignant disease" * *'■ * *; 
"Tt was. whilst seeking in vajn to throw some additiooal ' 
Tight on this form of anremia tiat I stumbled on the curi- 

' ouB facts wliich it is my more immediate object now tO| 
make known to the profeseioc."* 

I do not propcrae to discuss in this connexion tlie ques-i 
tjon as to the existenoe of a patholt^iral relation between 
disease of the supra-renal capsules and fatal anemia with or: 
without bronKing of the sKin. J will simply say that I 
suppose it to be shown that if there be a re^tion it is only' 

.' occasional, not. constant I had myself a patient last win- 
ter who died with elow fatal ansmia, complicated with al-: 
most universal and strongly marked bronzing of the surface, 
and allcr death there wbs found to be no appreciable dege-| 

. Deration of structure in the supra-renal capsules. The hit, 

, toFT of this case was so. strikingly illustrative of tlie ao- 
calfed Addison's disease, that I tullj expected to find disease; 
of the capsule^ and the autopsy was publicly made in the 

' Amphitheatre of the New Orleans School of Medicine. 
Bui, n(tt to be diverted from the point to which I wish to. 

, direct your attention, cases such as Addison refers " 



_ my hospital wards in New Orleans during the winter of 
1858-9, and again during the last winter. The patients' 

. entered with intense aiMsmia, and greatly prostrated, In- 

. terrogation of the important organs of the body showed noi 
serious disease. Loss of appetite was a prominent symp-j 
tom, and progressively this loss became total Diarrhccaj 

. was more or less prominent before death, 'but this was not; 
due to intestinal lesions, as shown by examinationa afleri 
death. The patients died by stow asthenia, or inanition.' 

' No disease adequate to produce death was djscovered.liv i 
post mortem examinations. ' Notwithstanding, Addison a I 
researches, these cases must be con^dered not less inel< 
plicable now than when he stumbled on lesions in thei 

' supra-renal capsules. Even were these constant, thej. 
would hardly shed much light on the occurrence of fatal > 
uuemia. I have not the presumption to offer an explana- 
tion of tbase caiee, bstl have *d ide* which I do not he«i- 
ttUs to throw. out, beosMsa I can do no more, and I give it 
only for what it may be worth. To follow it out by re- 
searches which win show It to be valuable or worthless, 
will probably not be within tny power. I suspect that In 
these cases there exists degenerative disease oT the ^lan- . 
dular tubuli of the stomach. I am led to this suspicion 
somewhat as a physician is said once, to have arrived at the 
conclusion that the pancreas must be diseased, by con- 
Tindng himself that all the other organs in the body were' 
Boundj and this was the only organ that be coi^d not satis- 

_ Cactonly interrogate! Here is, at all events, a field of re- 

' seArch which has yet been hardly more than explored. 
Dr. Handfield Jonee is the only one within my Lnowledae 
who has made degenerative disease of the gastric tubuli £e 
subject of any investigatjon. He'publishea some years ago 
tlie results of the examinations, by meaiis of the microscope, 
of one hundred stomachs. In seventy-seven of this number 
there was found more or less atrophy of the tubuli In 
fourteen cases the degeneration was considerable. We can 
as readily understana that these important oraans should 
-undei^ degenerative disease not rendered distmctly appa-. 
rent to the naked eye, as that this gbould be true of the 
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convoluted tubes of the kidney- It is perhaps the lot of 
some one to bring the microscope to bear upon invesl^- 
tions here with, as nfuch effect as Dr. George Johnson'Etis 
done with respect to the renal organs. Of the importan(!« 
of tlie BtomacD glands we can form an estjmate when we 
consider .that theii' business is to fumig)i &om fifteen to 
thirty lbs. of gastric juice during the twenty-four hoiirt. 
Nor IS it difGcuh. to see how fal^ anemia must follow Ni 
amount of degenerative disease reducing the amount of 
gastric juice so dsr that the assimilation of food, is rendered 
wholly inadequate to the wants of the body. I shall be 
ready to claim the merit of this idea when iKe difficult and 
laborious researches of some one have shown it to be 

I come finally to say a few words on the treaUuenl of 
antcmia. Exclusve of the form last refeifed to, and as It 
is ordinaiily presented to us in practice, it is a condilioa 
amenable to appropriate treatment. The first thing is to 
seek to disqover, and, if possible, to remove or obviate the 
causes. On the importance of ibis I need not dwell, nor Is 
it necessary to rerall the various source* Id which tUe 
causes are to be traced, and the means by which tbeir far- 
ther operation is to be prevented. The successfid ,treat- 
ment will depend on the success with which these objeda 
are accomplished. We are next to direct measures wnitn 
are de»gned to remove the oneemic condition ; in oth«r 
words, restore to the blood the normal proportion of rM 
corpuscles. Of remedies iron holds the first place. And .of 
the numerous medicinal preparations of this metal, it is nM 
easy to say which is the l>est suited to the majority of casde. 
The metal tfeelf, reduced to. an impalpable powder by 
hydrogen, is a good preparation, leaving the salts to m 
formed within the stomacL The citrate of iron in solution 
is an esoellent form. The tartrate of iron and pota^ has 
the advantage of not being repulsiva and may be coil- 
veniently given in. wine. The pyro-phosphate which h^s 
been lately introduced, has also the recommendation of not 
being disagreeable to the. taste, and I have been led to 
think that the phosphorus in this combination is a Valuable 
remedial agent in anemia. Tou have doubtltes Noticed 
that I have prescribed this preparation frequently in the 
coses of otuemia presenting at our cGnic. Whatever form 
may be at£r^t selected, it is useful after a time to pubsti- 
tute another form, and, if the iffection persisli'sncceasiyely 
different preparations. The advantage rf this rdstes & 
part to the .action of the remedy, and portlv to (he moral 
effect of the changes. I shall not discuss the aowttipn ho^ 
iron operates in the Core of aniemia, but leave this quefltioti 
to my able coBeilgue, the professor of matlerta'med'c^ who 
is much more competent to answer it than I ^ I 

Another useful remedy is the ehlorate of po(aS8SL. IhaVe 
prescribed' this remedy ofleh in cases of ononria for several 
Tears past^ Uid I think that I cannot 'be mistake in'attri- 
budng to It in certain cases oonsiderable potenpy, Froip 
one to Uiree or four drachms mav bo given d^y. 

The vegetable tonics donbtlefe are useful, yet I confess 
that of late years I have used &em but litde, exception the 
sulphate of qtiinia, which I imagine is more efficient Uuit 
any or aD of the bitter inAisions and decoctions. When 
antemia occurs in malarious districts, or in connexion with 
intermittent fev«r, the quinia is especially indicated, and 
under these drcuftistances the citrate Of iron and' quinia is 
an excellent remedy. 

Important as remedies are, they would ht alone iij- 
adequate to the cure ofaracmia. With them must be con- 
joined an appropriate diet, and regimen. The diet shouM 
consist of digestive, nutritious food, suSeiently varied, 
properly cooked, and not deficient in quantity, 'nits gene- 
ral statement ibnst suffice without ^Ing into detaib 
which are of great in)portance, and which would require 
an entire lecUire. The object is to introduce intio'tbe 
systi'm alimentary supplies as rapidly and abundantly H 
the dipfative powers will permit Here if one great difB- 
culty in treating niaoy of Iho patients who t»me to dis- 
pensaries and clinics, llere charities fiuBisfa medical advice 
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and medicine!', but oflen what is most needed ie enongli of 
wholesome, well cooked food. TL( anceniic diet should 
embrace a large proportion of lender meat. 

Tie regimen should be adapted to increase the adivitj 
of digeilion and nutrition. Out-door eierciise ie indispen- 
sable for this object. Without overtasking the muscles or 
the poireTof endurance of the aystem, the more the patient 
Eves out of doors, as a rule, Uie better. Here are oflen 
difficulties in tho wa; of treatment, arining from Che ncces- 
mty of in-door occupation, and the want of inducement to 
bo abroad. Exercise should, as far as possible, be made 
intocesting, by tieing conjoined with agreeable amuse- 
ment. 

Wine, spirits, or malt liquors, for a time are undoubtedly 
beneficial, when they arc taken without excitament of the 
circulation or nervous system, and are accompanied by a 
•ense of comfort. We must not shut our eyes to Iheir 
Talne here, or in other forms of disease, while we arc ever 
to be on our guard, so as not U> sanction or promote their 
unnecessary or Intemperate use. 

We can often do much bv encouraging uuemic patient^ 
and assuring them positively that they are not in immedi- 
ate danger of dying from disease of the heart, or some other 
latal disease. But, Gentlemen, in order to be able to give 
these aasuraoces you must be qualified to interrogate the 
important organs of the body, and to satisfy yourselves of 
the absence of disease. If you are able to say to patients 
that (here is no disease of heart, in a manner to make 
yourselves believed, you will often do them a greater ser- 
vice tluiD by the most efficient prescription. A constant 
state of mental anxiety and apprehen^on is a powerM ob- 
stacle in the way of recovery. 

In conclusion, the treatment of amemia is important, not 
only when, so far as our investigation can go, it is the root 
of the various ailments which exist, but when it is acciden- 
tally associated with other affections. As indicating certain 
measares, and aa oontra-indicatjng other measures, it must 
never be lost sight of if you would practise innocuously, 
judiciously, and successfully. 



" Tbkt HWAei ninras errmt m Frarok." — The dryness 
and want of animation which nsually illustrate debates in 
our own English Medical Societies, have been often cast in 
their teeth; it is well, therefore, to hear what a French 
critic thinks of some of those briUiaot outbursts of eloquence 
which we are often inclined to envy in listening to the 
prosaic humdrum ''Byof doing business in which John Bull 
ntually indulges. "They manage these things better in 
France I" Let us - see. Here are the general remarks, 
made i-fiypoi of the particular occasion on which M. 
Trousseau indulged the French Academy with an hour's 
burst of eloquence ; 

" And this leads na to a remark of more eeneral applica- 
tion. Oratorical struggles in an Academy ofUedicine have 
rather a beavt^vl than a good effect They give animation, 
piquancy, and popularity to the meeting. But people come 
to Ihem to hear an orator, not for instruction. Those long 
bnHiant discourses, which refer more ad homintm than oS 

nor which have no direct reference either to the matter 
e person, are like so many beautiful solos executed on 
different airs. They fnghl«n away from the discusuon 
many a modest but steadfast man, who would speak bis 
mind fi-eely in private society or in his seat, but who has 
not the courage to mount up to a tribune still vibrating 
with the echoes of an eloquent peroration. We merely 
rignalize the fact without deducing any consequence from 
it. 31iere is no other way of curing the evil than by limit- 
ing the length of the discontsea, Out whenever this has 
been tried it has been given up. Qenerally speaking, tlie 
orators whose voices the Society thus wished to stifle, have 
complained so loudly that in tlie end it was necessary to 
let them have their full swing." — Medical Timu and Qa- 
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BELLEVUE HOSPITAL. 
SttBoioAi. Cabu— SnivicB of Db. J. W. S, Ooulet. 

[It^™rt»<l \<i JOBS W. IIi-FT, M.D., HoBM Bnrjwa.l 

Peri-Urrbkal ABBcrae — Opcbatioii— Ruwvekt. 
Jahes UcWaters, a:t. 24, native of Ireland, laborer, of in- 
temperate habits, was admitted to Bellevue Hospital, KfrA 
11, 1860, suffering from gleet, and a tumor in the perinnum. 

Six years ago he was kicked by a man in the perineum, and 
according Co his stsLcment, the urethra was ruptured in con- 
sequence. He was treated at the New York Hospital, and, 
during the four weeks of the time he was in that institution, 
a catheter was worn. Afler his recovery, he was able to 
pass his water without much trouble, till tliree years aeo, 
when he noticed that the stream wds getting smaller. He 
had no serious diScuIty, however, till six weeks ago, when 
he had an attack of gononhcea, of whidi his present gleet 
is the remains. Since then he has been able for the most 
part to pass his water only by drops. Tlie tumor of the 
perinteum commenced at about an inch from the verge 
of the anus, and extended forwards to the scrotum, qmte 
hard to the feel, tender on presanre, somewhat inflamed, 
and obscurely fluctuating. The ccrotum ie somewhat cede- 
matouB. A catheter could be paBsed to the triangular lin- 
mcnt, but not farther without danger of laceration. His 
general condiUon is pretty good, appetite poor, and bowels 
confined; has had one or two slight chills. The diagnosis 
made was peri-urethral abscess, which probably commmii- 
cated with the uretlira. The bowels were relieved, and 
on April 12 an incision was made by Dr. Oouley into the 
tumor, directly in the mesian line. A large Cjuantity ofpuB 
was discharged, which left the cavity extending to the ure- 
thra, but not communicating with it The wound was 
dressed with warm water. A No. 4 silver catheter was 
introduced without much difficulty into the bladder, and 
allowed to remain there, April 13.— Patient comfortable, 
has slept well during the night, catheter removed and a 
poultice applied to the wound. On the following day he 
urinated without much difficulty, and from that time be 
continued to improve steadily until the Tth of May, when 
he was discharged. 



WiLUAH Etle, ungle, S2t 29, native of Ireland, iolempe- 
rate, baker by occupation, was admitted to Bellevue EoB- 

pital. May 29, 1860, at 6 o'clock p.m. Since his earliest 
recollection patient had a tumor in the right groin, which, 
however, did not inconvenience him to any extent While 
lifting, May 26, a barrel of flour, he felt something give way 
in his right groin, and soon after the right side of the scrotum 
became distended. The next day he had vomiting and 
considerable pain in the lower part of his abdomen, and in 
the right ilisc region. From that time the vomiting con- 
tinued at intervsb. and he has been annoyed cccasionaQy 
by hiccough. His bowels bad not moved since the accident. 
lie could walk without any apparent pain. On examining 
his abdomen he complsjned of slight tenderness over the 
whole of its lower part, more marked in the right iUac 
region. The tumor was rather more than an inch in dia- 
meter, followed the course of the spermatic cord to the 
external rlnc, was soft to the feel, dull on percussion, and 
received a Blight impulse when patient coughed, A very 
slight amount of gurgling was felt and heard when an 
attempt was made at taxis. The testicle could be readily 
isolated. Afler making several inefiectual attempts to 
reduce this tumor, the attending surgeon, Dr. Gonley, waa 
sent for. He saw the patient at 12 o'clock that night, and 



ID HcdlMl Him*. 



REPORTS OP HOSPITALS. 



8(vt UklBW. 107 



decided the case to be one of congenital oblique inguinal 
hernia, which had become scrotal and strangulated. Dr. 
Q-. also made several unsuccessful attempts to reduce it, 
but failed. A large enema of soap-suds and cantor oil was 

g'Teu, but it came awaj without producing any effect. 
peratioD was then determined on, and at two o'clock .iIm. 
it wu perfonned. Tbe patient waa etherized. An inci- 
non about two and a half Inches in ten^ was made 
directlj over Ihe tumor, extending obliqueljr from about 
midwaj between the external sod internal ringE^ to just 
below the brim oF the pelvis, 'thv tissues were carefully 
dissected down to the peritoiueiim, which was then 
nicked: a director passed in, and opened with a blunt 
pointed-bistoury. There was only a small amount of 
■enim in the aac, a larre amount of omentum and a loop 
of large intestine, which proved to be the transverse colon. 
About four inches in length of the gut were atrangulated. 
It was a good deal injected, and there were a few patches 
of ecchymosis upon ita surface. The omentum was also 
injected, but not m the least gangrenous. Looking down- 
wards through tbe opening, tie testicle could be seen in the 
scrotum, and by presaing from b^ow could be brought up 
to it An attempt was made to reduce the gut without 
enlarging the ring, but failed. It was then nicked with the 
bemia knife, cutting directly upwards; aft^r which the 
Btrangulsted mass was reduced without much difficulty. 
Scarcely half an ounce of blood was lost during tbe ope- 
ration. Tbe wound, carefiilly closed by suture and plaster, 
^ras covered by a graduated compress, and secur^ by a 
^ica bandage. After the operation patient's pulse was 
78, and fuIL He slept profoundly till five o'clock, and when 
he awoke be complained only of a alight uneasiness in his 
bowels. His pulse was then 80, and fullj re^iration nor- 
mal Morphine was administered, but failed in producing 
sleep, otherwise the patient seemed to be doing well ; pulse 
85, and respiration normal At two o'clock I was called 
in haste to aee him. I found him in an epileptiform con- 
TulMon, apparently comatose, face livid, pulse 110, respira- 
tion 8. llhe orderly stated that tbe patient suddenly be- 
came blue in the face, froth ooied from his mouth, and he 
began to snore. Dr. Qouley being engaged with an ope- 
ration, Dr. Parker saw the patient with me, and advised 
brandy J sb. and aqiue ammonite gtt. x. In about ten mi- 
nutes the patient became conscious, and answered a few 
questions. In about half an hour after the patient was 
•ctzed with another attack, from which he did not racoTer. 
He died comatose, four o'clock the same afternoon. It was 
ascertained that tbe patient had had two similar epileptiform 
attacks, one five months and the other three weeks pre- 
vious to admission. 

Auioptu, IS hotin after (leath. — Rigor mortis well marked, 
the vessels of the hrtia wen found largely injected. The 
ventricles cont^aed a small amount of serum, in all other 
respects that organ appeared healthy. Liver and kidneys 
very slightly &tty. The peritoneum covering that part of 
Qie transverse colon which had been strangulated, was a 
good deal inflamed, the infiammation extending two or 
three inches beyond tbe points of strangulation on either 
nde ; the whole intestines were also covered by a film of 
tymph. No other legions were apparent 
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SavEBB HnncRANu Aim Epileptio Skixitrbb, rkiikted bt 

Htpodbrmio IitnonoKB or HonPHiiti. 

[Report^ br H. V. Boon, 1I.D., Hsau ptirddu.] 

J. WiLsoB, kL 31, Irish, was admitted July 22, suffering 
from pain in the bead ; was healthy nulil sixteen months 
ago ; temperate ; married, and lus two children ; had 
chancre twelve years ago, but does not seem to have had 
any secondary symptoms. He is not a robust man, and 
8tat«« thai during the last three yeara he has been obliged 



to work about fourteen hours daily, and has had a great 
deal of anxieh^. Sickness commenced sixteen monthsago, 
with great pam over the right side of tfce head, mostly over 
the temple. Pain has contirued ever since, much a^rra- 
val£d at times, when he described it as almost unbearable. 
During this time he has been subject to slight epileptic fits, 
of which he has had about twenty. Has been under treat- 
ment by a reg:ular physician ever shice September last 
Usual means for the cure of neuralpa were tried without 
benefit. Bowels somewhat costive at present; pulse not 
very full; tongue clean, ^petite good, Ord: cathart;, and 
ung. veratrite to be rubbed on the forehead. Next morn- 
ing, ord. quini» sulph. gr, v. three times daily, July 26. — 
No improvement up to present time, Stopquinia and ord. 
Fowler's soL gtt viij. three times daily ; mtroduced aeton 
in back of the neck. July 30, — Still complains of constant 
pain with exacerbations which interfere mach with his 
sleep. Ord. morphia: acet gr. xyj., aauR j i. In eve- 
ning gave hypodermic injection of ten aropa of this solu- 
tion on the temple. Patient slept bett«r tnat night and 
had less pain in head. Dose repeated in evening : Snows 
aymptoms of influence of arsenic ; stop Fowler's sol, ' Aug. 
1st — Did not steep so well last night, but the pun is no 
worse. At night, gave gtt xv, of same solution under sVin. 
Slept six hours, and on awaking felt easier, he said, than 
for a year previously ; gave gtt.z. as before. Aug. 7. — Has 
steadily improved, and baa scarcely an^ pain. Aug. 9. — Has 
had no pain and Sleeps well. Discontmue injections. Aug. 
13. — No reenrrence of pain. Discharged by request 
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[Beportad bf J. Lnru BHm, U.I>., Cmttr.] 

The child whose history is related below, had i^anMiB 
&om birth, due to imperfect fonnaijon of tbe heart Thia 
organ, in fact, bad but two cavities, and it waa a matter of 
surprise to those who aaw it that death did not ooeur 
aooner. The other point of chief interest in Uiis caoe 
was the unosnal relatjoni of the transverse colon. 

Sept 3, 1860. — Q, B., a mtda infant, about three months 
old, waa admitted into the Hospital on the 34lh of July 
last, under the care of Dr. Wm. W. Jones. At the time 
of admission he had a shgbt cough, but was well nourished, 
and did not appear seriously sitJc. The cyanotic hue waa 
at all timea present, and was much increased when lie 
coughed or fretted. He at times cried as if &om flatulenoe, 
for which clyateis of asafetida, among other thingfi Vere 
ordered. The nnrse states that she often noticed fulness 
of the epigastric region, and the post-mc)rt«m examinatioo 
showed how the intestinal gases were retained. About 
two weeks befoie d^^ he waa suddenly seized with fever, 
and the hurried and ptunful respiration of acute pulmonaiy 
disease. He was ordered vanous mild expectorant mix- 
tures, and finally thooe of a more stimnlMiDg character, 
with small doses of brandy. Irritating embrocations aM 
the (»ied.filk jacket were emf^yed locally. The diaeaM, 
however, ooutmued unabated, and h* finally suocnmbed to 
it on the 3d of September, 

Autoptu, twdve Aoura afler itaOt. — Body somewhat 
emaciated; cavities of the heart mudi distended vrith 
blood ; the auricular septum entirely absent, with the ex- 
ception of an oblique bknd, a line in diameter, passing 
across the middle of the open space; tbe ventricular 
septom also absent, the only parUtion between the tea- 
tncles being furnished, by the muscular fibres attached 
to the valves; ductus arteriosua either absent, or its 
location anomalous; valves of the heart perfect, and the 
waits of tbe cavities, with the exceptions noticed, of the 
usual thickness and firmness. Hncous membrane of the 
bronchial tubes uniformly thickened a " 
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. ^ .... .e^ere bronchitis; the poeterior portion of 
each lowur lobe, dark red, non-crcpitftiit, and solid to the 
feel; by strong ineufflatii>i], the air cncronchea upon these 
pordouB, but their centres remiun solid ; bj compies^ng 
the inflkted lung with the hand, the mt is forced into the 
>oUd vesicles, so thftt nesrlj all become crepitant. A mriouB 
fmomdf is noticed in the piosition at the transveise colon; 
it pMies imdar the duodeDum, or upper part of the j^unum, 
and is considerably oonstricted at uiis point; the ascendiu^ 
cokm, and the portion of the ttsnererse Ijing between U 
«Bd the constriction, much distended with gas, and bent 
upon thenaeelvea; tlut part of the colon between the con- 
.Strictioii and the rectum contracted ; mucous membrane of 
Mcending colon, and first part of transTerw, of bealthj 
appearanco, as is that of the stomach and small intestineB ; 
muoous membrane of descending colon, and of the portion 
of tbe transverse contiguous to it, thickened and vascular, 
but not ulcerated, liver somewhat congested, and weighing 
six ounce* ; spleen and kidneys apparently healthy ; mesen- 
teric glands natural, with tbe exception, perhaps, of slight 
enlargement. 

MitrOKopie Appearanoe. — The blood discs of usual 
.^pearaoce ; Teij few colorless corpuscles observed ; 
numerous exudation corpuscles in the diseased portion 
of the lungs, and a few noticed in the adjacent healthy 
lung tissue; the liver contains no more than the ordi- 
nary number of oil globules, free and in the hepatic 
celu, and the^ are qmte small; a few small oil globules 
are observed m some of tbe lubuli uriniferi, but these 
ducts contain for the most part only the normal epithelial 
cells. 



JOHEKAia FOE SEPTEMBKE. 

NoKTa Ahbrioah Medico-Chirurqical Review. — Sept. 

Art. J,-^DytenteTy : iU Pathology, Caviet, and Trrat- 
roMt, vi& Cam>. By Dr. H. P. Aybis, Fort Wayne, Ind. 
' — The dinase is attributed to some atmospheric agencies 
acting ilpon a primitive diaessed state of the blood. Dneit- 
"tery, tt a contended, is an inflammatory disease, and should 
be ranked with pleuritis, gastritis, and metritis, being either 
acute or subaculo. In the epidemic of 1846, in Norlhem 
'Indiana, it wae inflammatory, and req'jired cintiphlogi slits ; 
in 1854 it was sub-acute, and astringents were useful, as a 
decoction of white oak Wk; in 1856 it was subacute, with 
.a morbid state of the liver and other organs, and required 
cathartic*. Hence the neoeesity of a carafiil discrimination 
of the type of the disease before treatment is com.T,enced. 
Art. n. n-aeAMtomy Ai Group ; by Dr. 0. 8. Fenneb, 
of Memphis, Tenn.— -Four oases are reported, all of which 
proved &tal ; in a fifth case, not membranous croup, the 
patient rvoovered ; the author concludes that it should be 
performed only as a last resort Art. IIL A Com of Coop 
de Soleil; by Dr. HtrnPHKir Peakk, Tiboo, Miss. — Tbe 
aatoMy showed the lun^ intensriy oong^l«d ; heart 
hedthy ; brain not examinad. The case is supposed by 
the author to sustain Dr. Dowler's opinion of the cause of 
death in this affection : — " Be It what it may, the cause of 
death b^na, continues, and ends in the breathing wpput' 
tuB." -Art. IV. £kkmptia m a Priv^ara oi the lixA 
month ^ Qe^alum ; hy Dr. R. B. S. Hirbis, Penaacola, 
Fl«> — Convulsions occurring, craniotomy was performed, 
owing to the contraction of the antero-posterior pelvic 
diameter, and delivery efiected ; convnlsiooB ceased ; symp- 

■ toms of metro-peritonitis ensued, which was treated prin- 
cipally with the foUowing:— B. Potass, chlorat 3 ij., aqun 
I Tiij ; tr. verat virid. gtt, xx ; patient recovered. Art. T, 
Omw of CoBoid Tumor of (Ae Ahdoaten; by Dr. a D. 
Oross, Prof. Surg, in Jefi'. Med. OolL— Three cases are 

' Teferred to, in all m which the tumors occupied the entire 

■ abdominal cavity. Art. VI. Trtatmeai of Oletl by Com- 

■ prtmon; by Dt. G. P. Hachikbow, Springfield, 0.— The 



compression is effected by the introduction of on ivory, or 
hip;li)y -polish (id horn bougie, baring a slioulder to prtvenl 
it from slipping into the urelhi-a ; it is mainiiined' in por- 
tion over night; five successful cases sro reported. Aet. 
VII. Case of Univtnal Tabereuhtit ; by E^. J. P. Kiijflr, 
Phja. to the Panama R. R. 

AUERICAK McniCAL MoNTBLT AHn Kiw ToGK RivBir.— 

September. 
Art. l.—TrtatmeTU of Phthiait by &e Chlonde iff IH- 
OMta, with Obtervcitiotu.on Oxygai and Otont at Thempt^ 
Agentt; by Dr. E. 3. Fot;NTAJH, of Davenport, lowt— 
This paper, which was read before the American Me- 
dical Association at its last Eession, is based upon the 
theory that tubercular deposit is the result of an imperfect 
elimination from the system of the products of organic 
decay of the tissues of Ibe body ; that these depoeilsiuajbe 
absorbed, and their further development arrested by in- 
creasing the supply of oxygen; and that the chlonte dl 
pOlAsh, by easily parting with its oxygen, most readily fulfib 
thisindicationfoy rendering the blood irterialized witboat 
increasing the labor ah-eady performed by the lungs. Three 
cases are reported, each exhibiting the unmistakable symp- 
toms of incipient phthisis. To each of these he gave hu 
an ounce of chlorate of potash daily with entire Eocce^ 
which seems, in tbe author's opinion, to establish the fol- 
lowing facts: — " 1. The chlorate of potash may be gives 
in large doses every day for a long time without injury. 
Z It uds the functions of respiration by supplying the 
bk)od with oxvgen. 3. It operates ssa natural tonit 
alteTativt, and bhod d^urant, by increasing the supply a 
that element which is the most active agent of nature Iji 
the cliemical changes which take place in the bboralorj <i 
the human system." The late reports of ozonized oil being 
administered tvith benefit, he tliinks are due to so much 
oxygen being administered with the oil. The paper con- 
cludes with Borne remarks upon ozone, which be calls " nas- 
cent oxygen." Art. IL Phyiialogy of the Cirmialaii.t 
Coune of Ledv.ru, tie., by Dr. Jons C. Daltoh, Jr.— W* 
shailnotice these lectures more at length when they ire com- 

Eleted. Art. III. Jieport of a JHal for Criminal Aborim; 
y Dr. C. P. Frost, SL Johnsbury,Vt.— The sister of the vic- 
tim of the abortionist testified to the operation with instru- 
ments; patient hved seven days ; the autopsy revealed u 
enlarged uterus, the cervix in a alouKhy slate, a slough on 
tbe anterior wall not entirely detached, placental attidt- 
ment well defined : vagina covered with pus ; vulva ewel- 
len ; other organs healthy ; trial took place one year after 
the acL and resulted in the conviction of tbe prieooer. 
Art. IV. Cote of a Qmuhot Womid; bvUet fovnd i* tin 
vxJi of right voilndt of Ike heart tigiteen yean afler Ike aai- 
dad; by Dr. G. B. Balch. 

Southehn Medical anc Schoioal Jocrsai.— Sep- 
tember. 

Abt. XXI JU Humorai and Tilal Pathology; by I>- 
D. M. Clat of Irwinton, Oa. Art. XXII. Unim <4 
Stratul* of Hair aerou tha /ncifum tn Woutult of U< &a^; 
hj Dr. F. M. Pitts, of Waco, Texas,— This treatment con- 
sists of uniting wounds with strands of hair instead of 
thread, the ends being fastened with perforated shot, com- 

Eressed upon the hair. It was recommended by ProfeBor 
ampbell, of Augusta, Qa. Art. XXIII. TreatmerU i^ D«f 
Mutet. Translated from the Frtnch ; by Dr. John 8. Cou- 
HAH, of AuDusta, G*.— The remedy in this case was sulphu- 
ric ether dropped into the ear, which in some cases re- 
markably improved the hearing. 



Tm pott moriun examination of the body of FiioBs 
Jerome led to the discovery of a ball which had remaioed 
in his chest afl«r a duel which be fought in his youth with 
a brother of Marshal Dvroost. 
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PLANS FOR THE RELIEF OF THE INSANE. 
In a previous article we endeftTored to show the impera- 
tive neceswtj which eiista for msking some further pro- 
viaoo for the care and proper maintenance of the insane, 
who are accumulating In large numbers id our Alms-houses 
•ad Poor-houses, without any adequate care or supervi- 
Non on the part of the Stat« or pubUc authoritiea. We shall 
not at present stop to consider what must necessarily be 
the wretched condition of the insane in many of our Poor- 
houses. When we reflect that their keepers are without 
means Or appliances for their proper care, without any 
knowledge of the subject of insanity, withoat the means 
of obtaining an adequate number of attendants, and with- 
out any proper superriaion, we can readily conceive what 
must be their condition. Fortunately for the insane and 
for humanity, the old idea that insanity is a special. inSiction 
of Divine vengeance, or a mysterious dispensation of Pro- 
vidence, is exploded. Insanity is now justly regarded as . 
a physical disease, often caused hy physical agencies, and ' 
to be treated b; physical as well as moral means; and 
that it is no more mysterious than any other disease 
of the physical orgnnization. Or, more strictly speaking, 
Insanity is a symptom of derangement in that delicate phy- 
Hcal oi^nization, by and tlirough which mind is mani- 
lesled, viz. the brain and nervous system. 

In the Report of the Commissionera of Lnnscy made to 
the Lord Chancellor of England in 1847, pt^es 229 and 
230, we find the following just remark. Allcr speaking 
. of the importance ofpioral treatment they say : 

" As a means of cure it ought never to be lost sight of. 
But there ia reason to apprehend that the attention of me- 
dical men has been of late years too exclusively devoted 
to what is termed moral treatment, to the neglect in some 
inatanoes of the resonrtxs of medicine. They appear occa- 
.denally to have knt eight of the tact that insanity never 
exists without a physical cause, namely some disturbance 
of the functions of Uie brain ; disorders of the mind being 
only the result of some temporary or permanent de- 
rangement of the organism, br means of which all mental 
operations are carried on ; wnence it seems that physical 
agents ought to be Teaort«d to io the first infttanc^, or the 
tatmna of restoring the healthy and natural state." 

Speaking of the Reports made by the Medical Oidcers 
of the different asylnms, the CommisaionMS say : — 

" The convicUon with which most of them seetB to have 
been impressed is, that the disturbed state of the brain, 
which is the proximate cause of insanity in its various 
fiinns, a in moet instances the result of disorders in some 
other part or timction of the body, or of some serious de- 
rangement in tb« general stAte of health ; and that the prin- 
eip«l resources available for the cure of the cerebral afiec- 
tioD consist of measures calculated to remove the original 
.disorders of tbe phy^cal or bodily function, and to restore 
the health of die constitution in general. Hence, the 
general recommendations of means to promote vigor of 
Uie body, such as exercise in the open air, unple diet, the 
carefid admimstrati<»i of aumulants and tonics, bathing, 



warm clothing, and healthful recreation. Experience, as we 
might cdlect from the renlies which we have received, if 
no other means of inAirmation existed, would toBy 
confirm the tmth of this fundamental principle. It m^ 
indeed be observed that, in general, the number of recove- 
ries from insanity is found to be in proportion to the degree 
in whjoh tbe curative resources above alluded to, have been 
employed. Under the old system of keeping patjenta 
bound hand and foot in cells, often dark, kMtbaome, and 
disffusting, and feeding Ibem with coarse and unwbol^ODa 
food, the result was an accumulation of efuonic casea, and 
a frightful aggravation of human misery. The present 
humane metliod of treating the insane, and the proviwon 
made at the public cost for Pauper Lunatic Asytuma fhr- 
nisbed with every resource for promoting health and oom- 
fbrt, exhibit in a striking point of view the inleUigi 
of tbe age ; and whilst they promise to diaiinnh, the d 
bera of tbe permanently msane, cannot fail to alleviate in 
a great degree the suffering of that most afflicted clasa of 
human beings." 

It ia now a well established fact that a large proportion 
of the insane may be restored to health by proper and 
judicious treatment in the early ^tage of the Jisease. The 
reports from the best conducted asylums give as high as 
seventy to eighty per cent., while the chance of recovery 
under the former moJe of treatment is very slight indeed. 
The delicacy of Uie brain and nervous system involved, and 
the rapidity with which organic derangements tte pro- 
duped wlien neglected or improperly treated, point to the 
necessity of prompt and early attention to the first indi- 
cation of disease. The inability of the patient to control 
himself, and the imptossibility of proper control by family 
and friends; tbe absolute necessity of a change of the moral 
influence with which he is sorrounded, in addition to tbe 
danger to himself or 'others when not reatrained ; all indi- 
cate the necessity of an eaiiy removal to a well oonducled 
asylum. It is clearly not only the dictation of true eco- 
nomy,, but equally of humanity, that the SUilt lAouU Mfn- 
bUA a ntffi^tnt titrniW of Arylumt to receivt and occom- 
mo<iaU aS- retefit ctum of inmnity, and that no care or 
' expense shogid be qwred that can contribute to their reco- 
very. With all, the care and attention which we can 
heatow, there must necessarily be a large number of cases 
in which both moral and physical meansprove in vain, and 
who remun incurably and permanently insane. This 
numerous class, which is rapidly increasing, is, equdly with 
the other, entitled to our sympathy, and to the care and 
protection of the government; but unfortunately, .neither 
public sympathy nor government can do much for them 
except to see that they are not abused, and that they afo 
supplied with all that la necessaij for their physical com- 
fort. Nor do they require any great expenditures of money 
for costly buildings, and omamonled grounds, or medical 
and other attendance. 

. Tbe queation then recurs, what shall be done to relieve 
the present condition of the insane. It has been seen that 
our asylums are already crowded, while many are refused 
admittance, and many considered incurable are sent back 
to the almsrhouses and poor-houses. Three different modes 
have been proposed : — 

1, lb inertate Oie nuinUr of an/ltimi, whtre rtctnt and 
eurabU, and the oid avd inenrabk ««•*, are mingled indit- 



2. To rarmt tte J>re»en(, and if newamry odMioTial 
aiylumt, at curalk-e insliluUom, and trtet ntw laylama, 
adapUd onJy lo the neeesntiti and want* of Uie tneurabk. 
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3. AUoia the Stale to provide a necettary tMmiber of 
Atylumt, or Cvraiwe IrutUvHoiu, leaving it for tft« t«pamte 
tovniit to provide^ under tiulahle tapervinoa, and in proper 
piica, for ffie maintenana and comfort of those tcho are 
decided to be hopdemly incurable. 

With regwd to the first method of relieT, it m«y be said 
that peUtioDS have U different times been presented to Uie 
Legidatuni, and bills bave been reported in &vor of eeta- 
blishiag new uylums nniilar to the one now in opprstioD, 
but they have not resulted as yet in any legislation, appa- 
rently Uiruugh fear of Uie expense. If, hotvever, it should 
be deemed the beet mod« of providing for the ioBane, no 
degree of expense should deter the Legislature from per- 
fimning a dearly imperative duty. 

The objections are : 1. That it has been shown that a 
curative establishment is necesfarily more exjwnsive than 
one for the mere safe keeping end comfort of the patient. 
In our present institutions, the county is subject to the 
same e;cpen3e for keeping an old, demented patient, who 
requires but little care, and whose recovery is hopeless, as 
for a recent case. Tho counties cheerfully pay for the 
keeping of a recent case, with a reasonable prospect of 
recovery, while they rebel at the prospect of a perpetual 
entailment of the tax. 2. The natural and necessary ten- 
dency of an institution where old and incurable patients 
are retained, is to become more and more filled with this 
class of patient; and the zeal, the interest, the care and 
attention of the medical and other officers decrease in pro- 
portjon as the number of incurables increases. This is 
strikingly illustrated in the English Asylums, where incu- 
rable patients are never removed to enable them to receive 
recent cases. An American is always forcibly struck, on 
visiting British institutions, by the large number of old, in- 
curable cases. 

Should, then, new institutions be erected exclusively for 
incurable patients, reserving the present Asylums as Cura- 
tive Institutions, the objections to this would — many of 
them, at least — be the some as the last It would require 
the erection of new buildings on the part of the State. 
The expense of sending patients a distance flvm the 
counties where they belong would b§ the same, and the 
expense of supporting a patient in the Asylum could be 
but little less than at present The incurable condition of 
the patient would destroy all ambition and enei^ on the 
part of officero and attendants ; consequently their condition 
would soon be little or no better than that of the county 
Poor-houses. Besides tlie expense of tjanaferring patients 
to and from an Asylum, and the remitting of funds, it is 
always better and more satisfactory to tbe counties to have 
the management of tbeir own concerns, and the expendi- 
ture of the money in their own county or district 

I^ then, the proper protection of the interest of the 
patients can be secured, and their care and comfort be 
insured without removing them from the county, and with- 
out any additional expense, it would certainly be desira- 
ble. Bui the conwderation of this branch of the subject 
we 'shall defer to anothi 



THE WEEK. 
Tni AsTLDM FOR Inebriatbs, With ils wnlb only half 
completed, already presents the most noticeable and attrac- 
tive archit(;ctural design of any public edifice in the State 
of New York. And Iho unequalled beauty and healthful- 



ness of its location, the completeness and liberality of iia 
plane, and the spirit in which the enterprise h^ been 
conceived and is now progressing, happily harmoniw with 
tlie humane design and the peculiar requirements of this 
new work of faith In Humanity and Hygiene. Fortunstel^, 
the disputed theory and the alarming facts thst htve de- 
manded the establishment of this inslitation, are to bne 
ample facilities for -demonstrating its phili«ophyandaljli^. 
Standing upon ils walla at tiie morning's dawn, a few itjt 
ago, we were enabled to appredate the reasons and fed 
the influences that decided the location of this great iroric 
at fiinghamton; and for the first time, though tbe plana 
and progress of the edifice had been carefully noteil, bail 
we just idea of the extent and completeness of the plan of 
this institution. The work of construction is proceeding 
as r^idly as possible, but the main edifice cannot be com- 
plete this year ; yet when (»mpleted, it will be altogetber 
the most perfectly constructed, the best ventilated, tbe 
most economical and yet the most liberal in space, utd Ibi 
most healthfully and beautifully situated of any medical 
institution in the Empire State. And we delight to sfuii 
of this as a Medical institution. Ita Inception, design, and 
all its purposes have been conceived and matured la the 
mind of a physician, and the theory and suocees of its ope- 
rations depend whdiy upon physiolt^ical and medical belt 
which its philanthropic projector, Dr. J. Edward Tunw, 
has devotedly studied these many years past, in our own 
and other lands. Though some persona may carp at tbe 
design, and good men may occasionally take eiceptimu te 
the wort, on account of certain antidpations of its becom- 
ing " a premium V> encourage the evil it would care," tin 
physician who understands the pathology of Oinomasiii 
and is informed that nearly four thousand men and vomeo 
— mwnly from the better classes — are registered appli- 
cants for its benefits, must exclaim, as we involuntarily 
did, while standing upon its palatial walls, Oraee nab) It! 
Every member of the medical profession should do «D i* 
his power to promote the objects and perfect the deHgn of 
this first Inebriato Asylum In the world ; let them »bo ">- 
courage the establishment of similar institutions in oUi^ 
States : and if any one doubts the utility of special age<»«> 
of nature and art to invigorate and revivify the mind and 
all that is godlike in man, let him visit the grounds rf & 
Asylum at Knghamton, and there unconflciously drink w 
the inspiration of the pure bracing atmosphere, the i"™" 
Bcribable loveiinsM of the valleys, and tbe grandeur of ll* 
hills that make up the panorama oif tbe Burroundiogs of ibti 
institution, and then turn to the edifice which ii to be » 
temple of health, and a home of refinement and moral oJ- 
ture, harmonixing with the faith, humanly, and taste ibat 
have designed and will complete the work. 

Thb Mkdical Colleoi or Omo, at dncinnati, seenis to 
have been suffering severely from internal dissensioM, 
which most sadly interfere with itd usefulness. The Cin- 
cinnati Zoned and Oiserver, for Septeonber, mal[«s • ^ 
expos^ of the matl«r. It seems &om this sUtement that 
more than a year ago the faculty became dissatisfied wHn 
the conduct of the professor of surgery, Dr. Blackman, who 
did not give his customary lectures in the courM, vA 
passed a resolution expressive of their wishes that besbooM 
give his lectures in their regnlar course. At this tbe Pre- 
fessor of Surgery took offence, and the dis^reeuienl «"•- 
tinned until he was requested by his colleagues to resign. 



LO Utiiai TIniM. 



BRITISH SCIENTIFIC ASSOCIATION. 



B«pt IB, IWL 101 



Prof. BIscktnan accordingly wrote bis resignation, which 
was lranamitt«d to the trustees, witli a commuDication stat- 
ing that the Faculty, " while tbey recogniae the great akill 
aXkd ability of Prof. Blackmsn, eamatiy aik yoa to aa^t 
Ml rtngnalion of the Chair of Surgery. The PaaMyjoin 
m the belief that from certain mfirmitiu of ttmper and judg- 
ment in Prof. Blaclcman if u impottiVle to maintain Iheir pro- 
Jiettumai cotuttxion with Aun without ignoHjig much of their 
manhood, and putting injeopmrdg the mtcftu of the CoB^ge." 
The iulics are given by the Faculty. Before the Board of 
Trustees toolc any action in the matter, Prof. Blackmon 
witiidrew liis reBignation; whereupon the Board, desirous 
tbat the Faculty should remain for the ^iproaching Bessioo, 
reorganiEed the achool, by appointing ProC filacknan to 
the Chair of Clinical Soi^ry, bis field of duty being the 
hospital. The Faculty, with two exceptions, reAued to 
accept Iheir re-appointments. In last July the old Board 
of Trustees was superseded by a new Board, which reor- 
ganized the school with its present Faculty. Tlie statement 
from which we gather these facts, contains personal allu- 
siona unsuited to the pages of a medical periodical. We 
regret to have to record the distractions of that once emi- 
nent school of medical learning, founded in the early days 
of the Queeo City of the West, and adorned by the talents 
of Dhakk, Gbobs, Ciij>wsll, and Hikbison. There is no 
city that has such urgent need of an influential school, with 
a united »nd energetic faculty. We trust the present organ- 
ization win prove more useful than is predicted, and that 
its new professors will prove themselves worthy successors 
4tf the earlier teachers in that school 

At the last meeting of the Sanitary Aeeociation, Dr. Qhib- 
ooM called attention to the case of Ciitharine Gordon, a 
young woman, aged seventeen, who died at the City Hos- 
pital on Wednesday evening of last week, from the effect 
of arsenic, administered by herself, on the Sunday evening 
previous. The poison was purchased by the girl at a drug 
store in West Broadway, the persons in attendance nnt 
asking any questions as to her name, residence, or purpose ; 
and, what was worse, without any label on the package, in 
gross violation of tiie law. After the death of the girl, Dr. 
QriaooDi, who bod treated her during her illnesB, inquired 
into the case, and endeavored to bring the culpability of 
thifl druggist to the notice of the authorities, but his inten- 
tions were frustrated by the hasty and inefficient manner 
in which the coroner disposed of the case. A poit-morlem 
examination was refused, and no means taken to summon 
the proper witnenes to convict the druggist of violating 
the law, or even the facts, to reach public attention. The 
doctor stated that this druggist is a brother-in-law of a pro- 
minent city oCBcial — the head of one of the depnrtoients. 
He eotertuned no doubt that if the law had been complied 
with the unfortunate girl would be alive now. The Aso- 
lAttiOD appointed a ^wcial committee to inquire into these 
bets, and adopt such measures as they may deem expedi- 
ent. The following gentlemen were appointed : — Dr. 
Percy, Dr. Roberta, and Dr. Batchelder. 

Wi deure (o call attention to the announcement of the 
Uedical Board of Bellevue Hospital in regard to the exam i- 
natimi of candidates for the positionofas^taut physicians. 
No changes have been made by the Commissioners in the 
manner of those appointments, and applications will be 
made according to tlic notice. 



BRinsn SCIENTIFIC ASSOCIATION. 
[At the recent meeting of this Association the following 
paper was read, an abstract of which we take from the 
LoNDOH Atiienack. — Ed.] 

On toe Intellectual Divelopuknt or Edrot^ conbiskbcd 
wiTB RamsiiOB to tbz Views t>w Hb. Darwdi ajm 
oTnans, that thi pBoennsioH or Oboanibm is Dbteb- 
KiBED BT Law. By Prof. Dbapkb, M.D., of Hew 
York. 
The object of this paper was to show that the advance- 
'■'■■' ■ occur aocideotally o: 






ment of n 

in a fortuitous manner, but is determined by immutable 
law. The autlior Introduced his subject by recalling proofs 
of the dominion of law in the three great lines of the mani- 
festation of life. First, Jn the successive stages of develop- 
ment of every individual, from the earlicRt rudiment to 
maturity ; secondly, in tlie numberless organic forme now 
living contemporaneously with u^ and constituting the 
animal senes; thirdly, in the orderly appearance of that 

Kand succession which in the slow lapse of geological time 
s emerged, constituting the life of the Earth, lowing 
therefrom not only the evidences, but also proofs of the 
dominion of law aver the world of life. In those three 
lines of life he established that tlie general principle is, to 
differentiate instinct from automatism, and then to differen- 
tiate intelhgence from instincL Ira man himself three dis- 
tinct Instrumental nervous mechanisms exist, and three dis- 
tinct modes of life are perceptible, — the automatic, the 
instinctive, the Intelligent. They occur in an epochal order, 
from infancy through childhood to the more perfect state- 
Such holding good for the individual, it was then affirmed 
that it is physiologically impoasible to separate the indivi- 
dual from the race, and that what holds good for the one 
holds good for the other too^ and hence that n 



archetype of society, and Individual development the model 
of social progress, and that both are under the control of 
immutable law i that a parallel exists between Individual 
and national life in this, uiat the production, life, and death 
of an organic particle in the person, tiavren to the produc- 
tion, life, and death of a person in the nation. Turning 
from these purely physioliwical consideralions to historical 
proof, and selecting the cnly European nation which thus 
far has offered a complete and completed intellectual life. 
Prof. Draper showed, that the characteristics of Greek men- 
tal development answer perfectiy to ttiose of individual life, 
presenting philosophically five well-marked ages or periods, 
— the first being closed by the opening of Egypt to the 
lonians; the second, including the Ionian, Pytiiagoreu), 
and Eleatic philosophies, was ended by the criticiems of the 
Sophists; the ihird, embracing the bocratic and Platonic 
philosophies, was ended bv (he doubts of the Sceptics ; the 
fourtb, ushered in by lae Macedonian expedition and 
adorned by the splendid achievements of the Alexandrian 
Khool, degenerated Into Neoplatonism and imbecility in 
the fifth, to which the hand of Rome put an end. From 
the solutions of the four great problems of Greek philoso- 
phy, given in each of these five st^es of its life, he showed 
tliat It is possible to determine the law of the variation of 
Greek opmion, and to establish its analogy with that of the 
variations of opinion in individual life. ^^^^ passing to 
the consideration of Europe in the aggregate, Prof. Draper 
showed that it has already in part repeated these phases in 
its intellectual life. Its first period closes with the spread 
of the power of Republican Rome, the second witn the 
foundation of Constantinople, the third with the Turkish 
invasion of Europe : we are hving in the fourth. Detailed 

S roofs of the correspondence of fliese periods to those of 
■reek life, and through them to those (rf individual hfe, are 
given in a work now printing on this subject, by the author, 
in America. HavinE established this conclusion, Prof. 
Draper next briefly alluded to many collateral proMoms or 
inquiries. He showed that the advances of men are duejo 
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external and not to inl^rior influeDcea, and that in thb 
respect a nation is like a seed, which can only develope 
when the conditions are favorable, and then only in a deS- 
tiit« way ; that the time for psychical chooge corresponds 
, with that for physical, and tliat a natjon cannot adv&noe 
eitcepl itB material condition be touched,— this having been 
the case throughout oil Europe, aa is manifested hy llie di- 
' minution of the blue-eyed races thereof; (hat all organisms ' 
' and even man are dependent for their <JuTacterislica, con' 
. Uaouioe, and life, on the physical coaditiotu under which ' 
th^ live; that the existing apparent invariability [Kvaented 
by the world of organization la the direct consequenoe of 
the physical equilibrium, hut that if that should suiferniodi- : 



bilitj of species would be brought (o its proper value. The 
organic world appears to be in repose because natural influ- 
ences have reached an equilibrium. A marble may remMD 
motionless for ever on a level table, but let the table be a 
little inclined, and the marble wilt quickly run off; and so 
it ie with oTgutisms in the world. From his work on Phy- 
siology, pubhshed in 1856, he gave his views in suppcrt of 
tbe doctrine of the transmutation of species; the transi-' 
tional forms of the animal and also Ihe human type : the 
production of new ethnical elements, or nations; ana the 
laws of their origin, duration, and death. 

" The announcemcnl of this paper attracted an immense 
audience to the Section, which met this morning in the 
Library of the New Museum. The discussion was com- 
menced by the Bev. Mr. Cresawell, who denied that any 
parallel could bo dnwn between the inteUecbial progress 
-of man and the physical development of the lower animals., 

■ So for from the author being correct with regard to the, 
faiatory of Greece, its masterpieces in lltenihire — the Iliad 
and OdysMy — were produced during its national infoncy. 
lie theory of intellectual development proposed was 
directly opposed to the known faota of the history of man., 
— ^ir B. fiaoniB stated, he could not subscribe to the hjpo- 
theais of Ur. Darwin. His primordial germ had not been 
demonstrated to have existed. Man had a power of self- 

' coneoiouFneBS — a principle differing from anything found in 
' the material world, and he did not aie how this could ori- 
ginate in lower organisms. This power of man was identi- 
<«1 with the Divine Intelligence; and to suppose that this 

■ oould originate with matter, involved the absurdity of 
supposing the source of Divine power dependent on die 
arrangement of matter. — The Bishop of Oxford stated 
that ue Darwinian theory, when tried by the principles of 
inductive science, broke down. The facts brought forward 
did not warrant the theory. The permanence of specific' 
forms WBB a foct confirmed by all obeervation. The remains 

' cf animals, plants, and man found in those earliest records of 
the human race — the Egyptian catacombs, all spoke of their; 

■ identity with existing forms, and of the iLTCsistible tendency 
of organized beings to aaiume an unalterable character. 
the line between man and the tower animals was disUnct: 
there was no tendency on the part of the lower animals to 
become the self-conscious intelligent being, man ; or in man 

' to degenerate and lose the high characteristics of his mind 
and intelligence. All experiments had failed to show any 
tendency in one animal to assume the form of the other. 
In the great case rfthe pigeons quoted by Mr. Darwin, he 
admitted that no sooner were theee animals set free man 
tiiey returned to their primitive type. Everywhere steri- 
hty attended hybridism, as wae seen in the closely-alUed 
forma of the horse and tiie ass. Mr. Darwin's conclusions 
were an hypolhesis. raised most unphiloaophically to tlie 
dignity of a causal theory. He was glad to know that the 
greatest names in science were opposed to this theory, 
which be believed to be opposed to the interests of science 
and humanity. — Prof. Huxlet defended Mr. Darwin's theory 
from the cbai^of its being merely an hj'pothesis. He 

■ 8«d, it was an explanation of phenomena in Natural His- 
tory, aa tlie undulating theory was of the phenoniena of 
lighL No one objected to tliat tlieory, because an undula- 
tion of light had never been arrested and measured. Dar- 



win's theory was an explanation offsets ; and his book was 
full of new facta, all bearing on his tlieory. Witliout Bsett- 
ing that every part of the theory had been confirmed, he 
maintained that it was the best explanation of the origin of 
species which hod yet been offered. With regard to Vx 
psychological distinction between man and sninids; nun 
himself was once a monad — a mere atom, and nobody couU 
say at what moment in the history of his development tie 
became consciously intelligent ^e question was not m 
mncb one of a tran»nntation or transition of ipecws, h of 
the production of form« whi<^ became permaneuL Thn 
the shoTl-legged sheep of America were not produced gn- 
duolly, but originated in the l^rth of an original parent^ 
the whole stock, which had been kept up by a ridd system 
of artificial selection. — Admiral Fitzrot regretted the pub- 
lication of Mr. Darwin's book, and denied Prof. HaxWi 
statement, that it was a logical arrangement of facts.— Dr. 
Bealx pointed out some of the difficulties with whidi 
the Darwinian theory had to de^ more enwciaOy tkoe 
vital tendencies of allied species which seemed iod^ndent 
of all external agents. — Mr. Lubbock expressed hie wiOing- 
ness to accept the Darwinian hypothesiB in tbe abseDce tt 
any better. Ho would, however, express his conrictioB, 
that time was not an essential element to these chupa 
Time alone produced no change. — Dr. Hooker being callad 
upon by Oie President to state his views of the bolamol 
aspect of the question, observed that the Bishop of Oifbrd 
having asserted that aS. men of science were hostile lo Vi. 
Darwin's hypothesis — whereas he himself was.&vor»bte Id 
it — he could not presume to address the andienoe as a Boi- 
entific authority. As^ however, he had been asked fin' Iw 
opinion, ho would briefly give it. In the first place, liis 
Lordship, in his eloquent address, had, as it appeared to 
him, completely misunderstood Mr. Darwin's hypotbedi: 
his Lordwiip intimated that this maintained Ihe doctrine of 
the transmutation of existing spedes one into another, iri 
had confounded this with that of the successive derdto- 
raeat of species by variation and natural s^ection. Tne 
first of theae doctrines was so wholly opposed to tbc bcU, 
reasonings, and results of Mr. Darwio's work, that be wold 
not conceive how any one who had read it couM wtte 
such a mistake — the whole book, indeed, being a protot 
against that doctrine. Then, agun, with refi^ to t^ 
general phenomena of apedes, he nnderstood his Lofddm 
to aCGrm that these did not present characters that riwnn 
lead careful and phiiosophical naturalists to favor Hr. Ou- 
win's views. To this assertion Dr. Hooker's eiperience of 
the Vegetable Kingdom was diametrically opposed. Hi 
considered that at least one-h^ of the known kladatf 
plants were disposable in groups, c^ which the spedes wn 
connected by vairing characten common to aB in ihU 
group, and sensibly differing in some individoals oolr v 
each species; so much so that, if each group be likened fo 
a cobweb, and one Kpecics be supposed to stand in tu 
centre of that web, its varying characters might be ccm- 
paiod to the radiating and concentric threads, wbeo Am 
other species would be represented by tbe points of muM 
of these ; in shorty that the general characteristics ti oiddi, 
genera, and species amongst plants differed in degrees on(T 
from those or varieties, and afforded the strongest counte- 
nance to Mr. Darwin's hypothesis. As regarded his o^ 
acceptation of Mr. Darwin s views, he eiprefflly disavowed 
having adopted them aa a oreed. He knew no need* i^ 
scientific matters. He had early began tbe study of nabml 
science under the idea tliat spedes were original crealioni ; 
and it should be steadily kept in view that this was merdy 
another hypothesis, which in the abstract was.n«ther BtM* 
nor less entitled to acceptance than Mr. Darwin's : neittar 
was, in the present state of science, capable of demoivUa' 
tion, and each most be tested by its power of ^5''*'^ 
the mutual dependence of the phenomena of life iv 
many years he had held to Uie old hypotbeeis, having w 
better established one to adopt, tlioiigh tJie jaogr(M.« 
botany had, in the interim, developed no new facta lli» 
favored it, but a host of most suggestive objections to it 
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On the other linnd, bnving fifteen j'ears ago been privately 
m»de acquainted with Mr. Darwin's views, he had durin? 
that period applied these to bot&nical inveslJgations of M 
kind; in the most distant parts of the globe, aa well as to 
the study of some of the largest and most different Floras 
at home. Now, then, that Mr. Darwin had published it, 
he iiad no hesitation in publicly adopting bis hypothesis, as 
tliat which offers by far the most probobie explanation of 
an tlie phenomena presented by the classification, distribu- 
tion, structure, and development of plants in a state of 
nature and under cultivation ; and he should, therefore, 
con|inue to use his hypOtbosis aa the best weapon for 
future researcli, boldinp himself readr to lay it down should 
a better be forlhcoming, or should Lhe now abandoned 
doctrine of original crftatiuns regain all it had lost inhiSex-, 
perience.^' ' 
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PRACTICAL MEDICINK 
' Dr. J. S 

„ 1, who is a surgeon of 
groat experience, tracheotomy in scalds of the glottis almost 
iovariablf results in death ; and the treatment by leeching, 
calomel, -and antimony, is Irequently successful. In Uie 
iledieal Tima and Oatette, tliere was lately pubhshed a. 
report of fourteen cases of scalds of the glottis in which 
tracheotomy was adopted. If we add to these fourteen 
the case which I have published, and another which occurred 
about two years ago in the Dispensary of this town, and 
■which ended fataJly, we have sixteen caeot of scalds of the 
glottis in which tracheotomy was resorted to, and, of tJiese, 
no fcLwer than thirteen ended fatally, aod "in one of the 
caaea which recovered, from certain peculiarities in the his- 
tory, there is quite room. for doubt as to whether the boil- 
ing water had ever reached the glottis." llieee facts are 
ID accordance witi Mr. Wright's st*tement, that tracheo- 
tomy in scalds of the gbttis almost invariably ends in 
deatn, and, as far as my observation has extended, the 
other part of his stalement is equally correct, in which he 
•vera that the treatment by calomel, antimony, and tcech- 
ing is frequently successful. In five of tlie six cases I 
publish it was successful, and, I believe, if tracheotomy 
bad not been adopted in Uie remuning case, it would have 
l>een successful in this also. In scalds of ijie glottis, I be- 
lieve It is the best course to commence treatment by calo-;; 
mel and antimony as soon as the accident has h^pened, 
although dyspncteaojay not be present, and to continue th^ 
treatment for forty-eight hours, gradually diminishing the 
doses for the last twenty-fonr hours. By the early adoption 
of the treatment thp dyspncea may be prevented, or at least 
initigated ; at all events no harm is likely to ensne from this 
course. — BritUh Mtd. Jour. 

SttctraU of Iron. — Db. Calvi states, in the XJnion Mtdi- 
eale for Hay 5th, that M. Kcord has successfully employed 
a plarier of stearata of iron as a dressing for phaffedienic 
vlcere of the thighs in a syphilitic patient, which had re- 
sisted all previous treatment A comparative trial was 
made with this preparation and coal-tar; and the former 
-was found to be by far the most efficacious. Stearate of 
iron is made in the following w^ : — Take of sulphate of 
iron, one part; soap, two parts. Dissolve the sulphate of 
iron and the soap in water separately. On adding the so- 
lutions to each other, a greenish white precipitate is oh- 
t«iii«(i ; this is dried, and moiled at a tenjperature of from 
175" to IW: essence of lavender (40 per cecL) is lhet\ 
added, and the whole is stirred until it cools. A plaster 
can be formed by gently melting it and spreading it on 
Unen. — SritiA Jour. 

Hypodermit Injtdion of Morphia ; by J. K. SpEMnsR,; 
Esq. — A due discrimination of cases ought to be made tor 



stnpor, there will be time to philosophise about the oriKin 
are called upon to subdue. — Sri- 

i ■' 

HuoHES.— That belladonna has'such 



this plan of treatment. To practise it in every example of 
neuralgia would be unwise and useless ; for nerve- disorder 
often depends upon such trivial causes ns an eiTor of diges- 
tion or over-fatigue, and vanishes spontaneously when the ■ 
exciting agent is removed. The cnses in which success can 
most probably be hoped for are those in which the system 
bos been long worn by pain, and in which a general spa- 
niemic condition exists. Tiie administration of morphia in '- 
the hypodermic method appears then to act as a narcotic 
shock, which powerfully and almost instantaoeouslv soothes ' 
the whole nervous ^stem, and destroys the local hyperiea- ^ 
thesia. Sometimes this result is permanent, sometimes not, ' 
according to the permanent or temporary agency of the 
causes of the disorder. But however short tJiA interval of 
ease,itought to be very welcome; for I believe that the great 
hindrance to our successful treatment of neuralgia hasbeen 
our obstinate theorising about its etiology. While we are ' 
busy in classifying our supposed materia mwW (no classical ' 
phrase ever cKCrcised so complete a tyranny over us), and ■ 
are applying ourchemical and dy namical drugs accordingly, - 
we are apt to forget the aimjile clinical fact that a humact 
being Ues in Mony by our side, and supphcates relief for 
that one symptom — potn. Let ua, if we can, first utterly '. 
overwhelm and abolish this pain; perhaps it will never 
return; hut at all events, when oar patient is in a grateful 
stnpor, there will be tiin" fo tihilfsnnhiM iiboiit. tli - -' 

of the malady which n 
^ Mid. Jour. 

On (fte Jnfiwnet of BtOadonnc. 
Nerve. By Richard Hughes.— Th 

an influence will farther appear from a condderation of its 
effects on disease. Hooping-cough and asthma are admit- 
tedly spasmodic affections, in which irritation of the pneu- 
mogastric t)erve is at the bottgm of the phenomena : and 
both of these affections are singularly under ' the control of 
t>elladonna and its congeners! Stramonium is the favorite 
remedy hi asthma; and tbe use of Mltadonna in hoc^g- 
cough is becoming more and more general. In the former 
case, wo have the evidence of direct experiment for our 
theoiT. Galvanisation of tfae pneumogastric has been 
; found by Valentin to produce constriction of the trachea 
' and bronchial tubes; while on the odter hand, in animala 
poisoped br belladonna and stiamonium, these tubes have 
been founa lax, and have refund to contract under tho; 
Blrongest stimuli- (Watflon's Lecivrtton PAyue, 4th ed., vol, 
a., p. 358, 363). Lately, moreover, an enterprising French^ 
surgeon has attempted and (apparently) achieved tbe cure. 
of asthma by injecting a solution of atropine upon the pneu-. 
mogastric nerve in the neck (Medical Timet and Oazttte, 
Nov. 26, 1859). Another afiection in which belladonna, 
has been found very beneficial, and in which the pneumo- 
gastric is the seat of irritation, la obstinate spasmodii,vomit-. 
mg. A patient was suffering from cancer, of the pylorus; , 
the usual incessant vomiting took place. Belladonna was 
given, and it ceased. Afler dealli the stomach was found' 
ha tmd enormously distended. Mr. Amesbury tells me lie 
onceliad a case of ol»tinate vomiting in pregnancy. AQ' 
the usual remedies foiled ; at length he tried belladonna, 
with complete success. Here again, as the pneum<^;»a-. 
trie is tbe motor nerve of lite muscular coat of tlie 
stomach, a sedative influence exennaed by tbe belladonna 
upon this nerve will explain the phenomena. — BriHih 
Journal. 

Treatmtnt of Chronie ifyeJitis. By Dr. Browb Sequabd. 
— In the beginning of the treatmentof chronic myehtis, we 
usually empfoj ergot of rye alone internally, and belladonna 
externally in a plaster applied" to the spine, over the pwnful 
spot. The dose of ergot, when the powder is used, which' 
is almost always the case, is at first two or three grains 
twice a day ; gradually the dose is increased until it readies 
five or six grains twice a day ; and in a few cases _we have 
given eight grains twice a day. We do not think it is 
necessary to make use of the very large doses employed by 
M, Payan. The belladonna plaster ^plicd lo the ^ine 
must be a very large one, four indies wid«aild ax Wf4^ 
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inches long. If there is do smetioration in a few wecka, 
we give the extract of belladonna int«rnaUy in doses of a 
quarter of a grain twice ■ day. — Lancet. 

Funettonai Sparm.—'H.. Duchenne (de Boulogne), well 
known by his inde&^gable researchen on the subject of 
nervous disorders, has lately described, under the double 
name oT^tateHonal ^xum and functional mwaJar paralytU, 
an affection, which though often noticed in a vague way by 
moat dinical obeervers, had never been seriously studied by 
patholorists. The conditions which arc implied In the 
name of this disonler are not permanent, or at all events 
are not permanently prominent, requiring for their repro- 
dnction or manifestation the exercise of some special func- 
tion, of which they then impede the progress. The com- 
monest form of this affection is that CMled the "scrivener's 
cramp," and the seat of the spasm or naralyais is in one or 
more of the fingers, which either curl up, or may become 
•0 powerless aa to cause the writer to orop bis pen^thia 
Gonditian being ofl«n observable after a few strokes of this 
implement, and consequently whollv unconnected with 
htigue or nervous sur-excitation. Other muscles besides 
those of the hand and arm are ako found to be liable to 
this alTDCtion — e. g., the sterno-mastoids, the abdominal 
muscles, and also those of the shoulder. It is, according to 
H. Duchenne's observation and experience, generally incu- 
rable, and out of thirty-Bve cases treated by cutaneous 
Faradization, only two were benefited, and no amelioration 
whatever was noticed in the remaining thirty-three.— 
LaneeL . 
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E. KsiLOKOwmB, M.D., read a paper on Eiciuon of 
Knee-joini 

He first consdered the iodicationi of this operation in 
arthrocace^ drawing a distinction between the cases in 
which eTcision might be practised and those in which am- 
pntation ought to be performed: Too little is yet known of 
this operation in ment injuria of the joint to pass a. final 
opinion. But when we consider that Strohmeier in the 
war between Denmark and Sleswig-Holatein, in gunshot- 
woand»%r the knM, found the mortality without operation 
•erenty-nine per'~cent, and with amputation sixty per 
cenL, we should seem justified in ^ving a systematic trial 
to an op«ration, which if it succeeds not only saves a life 
but also a limb, whereas amputation, which to save a life 
sacrifices a limb, showsa mortalitTorsixtnen per cent In 
Paris, at the time of the street Gghts in 1846, the mortality 
wag seventy-three per cent 

Excision of the Knee-joint has been made in four caaes 
of secondary luxation of the tibia, after every trace of in- 
flammation had passed away for a long time— Ried in 
Oermany, Thomson and Pemberton in Sagland, and Qur- 
don Buck in America. In these three cases it was perfectly 
aoccessfuL For hadh/unUtdfTacturt of ttie pateSa, and con- 
sequent uselesaness of limb, it was performed once by Dr. 
Humphrey with good result 

As the operation originated in England, so Its revival 
in that country by Pergusson has induced many to give it 
a trial, and all the leading surgeons are in its favor, if we 
except Syme whose opposition to it has the character 'nearly 
of idiosyncrasy. Bryant given it a very qualified approval, 
and the discussion in the MeHco-ChiTurgiad Soeiels of 
London, on P. M. Humphrey's paper, ahowed Holmes, 



Coote, Skey, and Taraplin as rather decided oppo- 

In France the operation has never attracted much atten- 
tion, if we except Moreau sen. and jun. ; and since Boai't 
case terminated fatally in 1816, it has been forgolteo. ' A 
discuHsion in the tocUti de dumrgie, November 3 and 10, 
1857, revealed an entire ignorance of its merits on the part 
of such men as Robert, Larrey, Broca, Maijolin, and Maisoc- 
neuve. Follin and Oiraldes vindicated the operation on (bt 
strength of statistics of English autliors. 

In Qermany the operation has been ignored by the mi- 
jority of surgeons. Still it was the only country in which, 
after the great authority of S^me had stricken it from the 
list of operative proceedings in England, it was practised; 
the curators were Ried, Fricke, Textor, sen. andjun., Gjio- 
Iher, Heyfelder, Roser, Knorre, Bruns, HeuETer, Denun*, 
and Adelmann. But it was the impulse given by the Eng- 
lish surgeons, from the time Ferguson took it up again in 
18o0, thatleo the present generation of German sorgewu 
to give it a fair trial, and B. Langenbeck, Ried, Esmardi, 
Billroth, Streubel, and Sctiillbacfa, are its able advocalea, 
while Gunther, Roser, and Pauli, have not yet relncted tks 
sentence of condemnation which they pronounced a few 
years ago against this surgical heresy. 

The oftffrfion* which are ui^d by the adversaries of (he 
operation are : — 

Ist That it makes a very large wound It has been 
proved by Fenpisjon agunst 3yme, that the wound after 
the extneion of the knee-iointis actu^y smaller than after 
amputation of the thigh. Besides, no main arteries or 
nerves are wounded. 

2d. That the duration of the healing process is tedious. Is 
very many eases, the greater majority m Act, consolidalkn 
(«ke6 place after two months, and after all it is not to terf 
rare that partial necrOHS of the amputated femnr, and long 
suppuration from burrowing of matter, take pwce, after 
amputatioTL 

3d. Uietamtu of the iimi.^There are indeed cases 
known, where only ligamentous union has taken pl«ce, C 
where the carious process in the resected bones continued 
so as to oblige amputation. Amputation has been resorteil 
to twenty-one times, but the raUoof mortality is not higher 
than if excision had previously never been made; As fcr 
ligamentous union onlj', a ve^ short on© does not impiir 
the usefiilness of the hmb, and the unsteadiness from Gg*- 
mentous union can tie remedied by strong kneeci^W (Pem- 
berton). But putting aside this palliative, a radical cure uolt 
reasonably be expected by a repeated resection, in whioi 
case the danevr from the second operation could not t» 
greater than if we operate for imperfect union after a B*J- 

4tb. Duparity «f OrowA in Young SutjtrU.—'nia i» * 
very weighty objection, and cases enough are known 
(Syme, Pemberton, Keith) to prove, what from analomicaJ 
and physological theories might t>e expected, a Very aenoui 
arrest of growth, if the operation had lieen performed in 
children. More observations, and more experiments on ani- 
mals (such as were instituted by A. White, Vermaodois, 
Wachter, Heine, and Wagner) arc required to settle \iu3 

Bih. TSe Grtat J/orfa%.— The greatest number of ope- 
rations having been perfbnned in Engluid, we can com- 
pye the mortality in amputations of the thigh in En^snd 
with the mortality of all (to me) known cases of eionon 
of the knee-joint 

Of patients suffering amputation through the thigh lor 
gonarthrocsce 18,2 per cent in Guy's Hospital; in Ui"- 
versity College Hospital 20.5 per cent In the London 
hospitals during 1865, 1866, and 1857, 169 amputations 
were performed, with 38 deaths, or 22.5 per cent, (r«w-) 
During the same time in the British provincial hospits" 
134 amputations gave 33 deaths, or 24.7 per ^'°^ 

t'*"^) V ... 1 

The number of cases of excision of knee-joint wnicn i 
have collect«d give the following resolt ITie t«bte ****** 
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with 1658 for Eagl&nd, 1859 for Oennuiy, and April, 1860, 

for America: — 

England, 166 cases, 34 deaths, 19 aubsequent amputations. 

France, 4 cases, 3 deatbi. 

Holland, 1 case, 1 death. 

OermaDy, 49 cases, 21 deaths, 2 subaeqaent ompat*- 

TJmtcd States of America, 13 caseif, 4 deaths, 2 under treat- 
ment, with prospect of recovering a good Wb. 

Ihtai — 233 caee^ 63 deaths, 21 aubsaqueot amputa- 

tiOQSL 

AHSMOiN BUHGtOKS. RnULT. 

R. A. Einloch, Charleston, 8. 0., good limb. 

Gurdon Buck, New Yort " 

Joseph Fancoast, Fhitadelphia, " 

Brainard, Chicago, " 

J. M. Minor, Brooklyn, N. T., " 

Wm. H. Van Buren, New York, " 

WUlard Parker, " died. 

James R. Wood, " good limb. 

L. A. Voes, New York, under treatment, firm bony 
union, patient walks, necrotic bone to be touched 
through several sinuses. 

E. Krockowtier, New York, died. Child two years of 
age. 

E. Erackowizer, " pretty firm union after 

eight weeks, carious bone in the middle. 

A. B. Mott, New York, died of pynmia. AmputaUon. 

L. A. Sayre, " died after two weelca of tuber- 
cular meningitis, local reparative process excellent 
Dr. Willard Fu-ker has since bad a snccesaful case. It is 
said that Dr. Cooper, of San Francisco, California, has ope- 
rated several times, of which I have no definite informa- 

ITie ratio of mortality in excision of knee-joint is there- 
fore 27 in 100. If tlie Hubaequeut amputations should be 
counted, the ratio of failures would bo 36 in 100. Sut it is 
hardly fair to count those, because, as before mentioned, the 
mortality after amputation, where previous excision of knee- 
joint had been made, is not greater than where amputation 
for disease of the knee-joint is performed without any pre- 
vious attempt to save the limb. There are six cases known 
where from ligamentous union the limb wss greatly im- 
paired, or next to nothing. As an offset for this imperfect 
result, we may count those cases on the side of amputation, 
where a badly formed stump, frequent ulceration of the cica- 
trix, and neuralgia, cause serious inconvenience, and even 
danger to life and nealth. It must also be noticed, that the 
foregoing table includes al! known cases, from the infancy 
rf the operataon to its present high degree of perfection. 
It will be readily conceded, that in this respect it is now 
put on equal tenns with amputation, whose tectmioism and 
after treatment has, it may be said, almost readied the top 
(tf perfection. Butgrantad thatstatistics of mortali^sfaould 
always ]Ironounce to a limited degree in favor of smputa- 
ticm, it must be maintained, that hr the poarability to secure 
a natural lirob, although stiff from the hip to the aokle- 
joint, the surgeon may subject his patient to a Uttle greats 
risk than he runs when the limb is sacrificed. 

The operation is generally not a difficult one, bat it may 
become so, when the leg is fiexed in a very acute aarie on 
the thigh, and at the same time rotated outward. There 
is DO necessity of a particular saw, as reoommended by 
Batcher. One of the greatest improvements in the opera- 
tion he considered the toirmg together of the femur and 
the tibia, as it ^cilttates immensely the afW treatment, and 
preventa some of the unpleaesdit sccidents after the oper^ 
tion, for example the tendency of tlie lower end of the 
fenrar to project forward and outward. 

As one of the great tronbles in after treatment originates 
fh)m tiie burrowing of matter, it would be worth while to 
consider the propriety of making, at the time of the opera- 
tion, a counter-opening in tlie popliteal space, to lead the 
matter off the most direct way, and prevent its stagna- 
tkm. 



The afler treatment is of more importance than in the 
resection of any other joints. The hmb ought to be well 
secured in an apparatus which will allow as much as possi- 
ble the dressing of the wound, without disturbing the 
position of the limb. If one of the two great points in 
the treatment of complicated fractures (and in this category 
an extremity with a resected joint must be put)— rest and 
cleanlincas— -after excision of knee jointB, has the precedence 
before the other, it is rest Better to have the dressing 
inundated with matter, and merely wipe it off, as &r ae 
access is permitted, than be over nice, and take up the limb 
every time the dressing is soiled. Tlie apparatus in which 
the bmb is placed should therefore be bo constructed, Hut 
the r^oD of the resected joint should be acceesiUe to 
inspection and manipulatioa He had constructed his Htpfr- 
ratus after the one which he had seen used by Dr. f. Ui 
Minor, of the Brooklyn City Hospital On an iron frame, 
with a movable foot-board^ was attached one metallic bend 
fbr the su[>port of the thigh, and another one for the leg, 
leaving an interstice for the region of the knee, thus giving 
excellent access to the operated parts. The onlv objection 
was, that it left the resected parts without sumcient sup- 
port He had therefore added a middle-piece, which, when 
dressing was required, would be remoT»i, without disturb- 
ing the rest of the ^>paratus. The apparatus ought to be 
very wide and deep, so as to aUow, of liberal nipply of soft 
lining, as the intention is to disturb the rest of llie limb as 
little as possible. Nothing answers better to keep the 
limb in alisolate rest than filling the iutervala between th9 
apparatus and the limb, and covering the last with small 
sandbags, as advised by Mackenzie. If tlie apparatus 
swings from a fixed point above the bed, it not only adds 
to the comfort of Uie patient, but facilitates the Isior of 
the surgeon in dressing. 

All the accidents which may spring up in the course ol 
the treatment, are those common to resection s and amputa- 
tions, and must be met according to the general rules of 
surgery, modified by the exigencies of the locality of the 
operated parts. 



Statbd Muctiko, Sipt. 5th, I860. 
Jomr WiTSON, H.D., Fremdent in the Chair. 



Union Dispensary, Alexandria. The artiele is used very 
exten»vely by the natives of Upper Egypt for the exter- 
mination of tape-worm. The seed is finey' powdered, and 
from !iv. to Sj. given for a dose, mixed in alittld water. 
This is taken early in the morning before the usual time for 
evacuating the bowels. In the course of an hour after, a 
large dose of castor-oil is administered. 

Db. Wash, of the Ceylon Mission, by invitation, next re- 
ferred to the manner m which he treated the malarious 
fevers in Oeylon. At the commencement of the cold stage, 
from J SB- 3 of spirits of turpentine was given with a sum- 
dent quantity of castor-oil to act as a cathartic. Expe- 
rience had taught him to rely upon this plan of treatment 
in preference to all others: TTie remedy was repeated every 
succeeding cold stage, and he had fi«quently found that no 
other treatment was required. 

Db. H. G. Davis, by invitation, read an elaborate paper 
on •' IHteata of Uie Jtmtt," in whidihe set forth thenecee- 
N^ for extension and motion in the treatment of thoae 
auctions. 

Db& Satri, Watsoit, Ekaqeowizkr, and Adaot, made a 
few remarks in relation to the subject of the paper, after 
which, on motion of Dr. Fast, the whole was referred to 
the Section on Surgery. 

There being no other business of importance to transact, 
the Academy then adjourned. . 
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A REGISTRY OP BIRTHS. 

[To Ike Editor of Ibe AMnictx UtDic*). Turn.] 

8ib:— The bw of tius Sute, requiring the registntran of 
birUta, unlike a similar iict in regard to the reconHiDg of 
de«Uu, which for cities has, in many respects, proved suo- 
ceariFul, is aeccBSMily & failure. Its first object^ to exhibit 
dtf toUl number, of births, it can never faJfil. Tha returns 
4a not even afipMxtmate to [he truth. To put this &ct 
beyond queatioo, uid especial); as concerns this titj, we 
ptesent tha following Sguree from the City Inspector's 
jteporta: 

Baosfded loUl No. of Urtha In 1SH, 1T.«I : cacTMt toUl (4I»Mtb>, tSJWS 

- " " lU&lOU - - - |tg,oU 

- ■« . 1. 1SMX.IW » » » tlBSS 
■ - " lStT.lS.4n - - - «,B} 

. - - " i8&^ia^ u .. - ^^j4 

. According to all medical authorities, there unquestion- 
fbly were more births tlian deaths during Uie year above- 
Dwotioned. To account for the very imperfect result just 
indicated, which proves, as intimkted above, the nbsoluU 
inutility of the existing statute, upon the subject, several 
reaaOQs can be assigned. The first ia,.a large class of con- 
finementa take plane without any mole or female profes- 
sional atlendoDt present, and of tliese no information 
reaches the registration oiEce; second, the greater propor-. 
tion of oiidwivcs, who officiate in numvous instances, 
either do not know how to read and write, or so imper- 
fectly, as to be unable to report, consequently all births 
of their attendance are unrecorded; tliird, aocouchemente 
bj medical atudenta, which yearly amount to several hivi- 
dred, are never eonununic^ed to the registering depart- 
ment; and fourth, very many physicians utterly reOise to 
comply with the Uw, moat of whom deny the ngbt of ihe 

Eubric to ask statements of the extent of their obstetrical 
umness. 
Reports, which corroborate the foregoing representa- 
tions, and conclusively establish the wortlileasnees of our 
Sesent system, have beeta presented to tbe American 
edicol Asaociatiim and the Sanitary Convention, the 
latter of wliich papers, by implicationj recommends the 
advocacy of the piMage, in other States, of a law -umilar to 
that of Rhode Island, ^elcw alkded to is as follows: 
- " Or BiBTBS. Sec 5. It shall be the duly of the (flerlc 
of each of the towns, annually, in the month of January, 
to collect the facta required by section third of this chapter, 



in relation to all children born in (he town during the yes 
ending the thirty-first day of December next preceoinc 
and Kt each fbll report of a birth so obtained the cleric 



'c ten cents, to be paid by the town in which the 
birth is recorded." 

" This plan Boston and Providence have alike modified, go 
that a census is taken semi-annually of all children found 
within their respective city limits bom in the course of the 
preceding di months. AHcr a thorough trial, an opinion 
of the highest authority has been advanced, that " this is 
the only Teasible method for obtaining returns of birtlts in 
the cities of this country, with any apfroAch to com- 
pleteness." 

With such an assurance, let us hope the medical proles- 
eion throu^out the Union will not wait for fiirther dat« 
upon this subject, but will exert themselves to secore the 
general adoption and apidic^tion of tbe rule in question, . 

WlUfAM B. BlBBIlOk iU). 
Nnr Tou, e<pL 8, IECOl 



ARMT SIGNALS. 

[To tli« Editor oTUie Avniua Medical TlHB*.] 

&iR:^Major Albert J. Heyer, of the United States. Ajmy, 
has just been ordered to New Mexico. You know probi^ 



bly that he was a Surgeon in the army, but having in- 
vented a system of signals for the use of the army be was 
promoted to the rank of major, and made sign^ officer. 
This made it necessary that be should resign his c(Hiuiii»- 
sion in. .the medical stafi*. No system of signals has ever 
been employed in the army, either in this country or in 
any o^ier, so far as I know, except, perhap«, among the 
American Indians — who employ for their purpose beacon 
fires and various other similar contrivances. The subject 
of Dr. Meyer's thesis for graduation (which theas was pub- 
lished in the BvffiHo Mtdical Jrmrval) was " Sii/n LMt- 
gvage/or ifutet." It waa an excellent and origirial pbper. 
His attention has been directed to this subject for a long 
time. Indeed, when a boy, and before he studied medicine, 
he was for a time a telegraph operator. Under the aus- 
picw of tbe govern menlj. he has been prosecuting his dis- 
coveries in this direction for several years ; and by the last 
Congress a sum of money was appropriated for this new 
department at the head of tvhicn he is placed. He em- 
ploys two sets of signals, one for tlie night, lighted flam- 
Wus of a pecitliar and very ingeniouB construction, and 
another for the day— white and blue flags. If the air is 
clear, these signals rciay be seen .with a good glass, a dis- 
tance of fifteen miles. This is equally true of the night 
signals »s of the day. 

It is certainly remarkable that until now a complete ^s- 
tem of wgnallinghas never been introduced into the army, 
its utihtv being so manifest. If Napoleon had bad a means 
of signalling Grouchy he might have saved his army on 
tile field of Warerloo; and if the Emperor of Austria could 
have signalled his reserves, oply lour miles off — at S(Jfe- 
rino — the result, of that day might have Ijeen wholly. 
changed. 

n.r. 
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Wi receive regularij the Medieal Tmet, the &r«t weekly 
medical journal which we read, and must conleai we begin 
to feel on intereat in it which our previous notions coa~ 
cernlng a weeklj^ issue hod not led us to anticipate. We 
occasionally receive it on the Tuesday following its puUic»- 
tion; more often, however, on tbe last of the foUowing 
yjeek. The Hospital Reports, the Proceeding of tha 
Pathological Society, the New York Academy of Me<UciBe. 
and Medical and Surgical Sodelies, ar« generally foU of 
interest to ua. Tbe discuasion on diphtheria by the last 
Oaraed society hss considerably enlightened, our vie^B on 
that subject, and afforded us some consulsiion, inasmuch 
as we see you hava not saved all your cases any more than 
ourselves. It has prevailed here to a moderate extent 
only, but sufficiently so to demonstrate dearly enough that 
its most severe form is a very unmanageable aSectioD, and 
seldomyields to any kind of treatment. Our city, with its 
one hundred and thirty thousand inhabitant^ and threa 
hundred physicians, may be regarded as a model of good 
health, if the past four years are to be taken as the stan^rtL 
During this time the city has been entirely exempt &am 
epidemics of all kindf^ with an unusually small amomit of 
those common tUaorders which prevail everywhere amonf 
all classes and auditions, The professioii, though doubt- 
Uk not as w;ell off in a pecuniary point of vieir, have, by 
this very drouth of buainees, beep the more active in selt- 
culture, in reviewing their primary studies, in reading np 
DOW works, and becoming generally better poslea, in 
establishing sodeties and colleges, and getting up a little 
healthy active rivahy and competition, which wm prove 
-' - •■ ' - ..- .- .i.__. :_ -L J It is to be re- 



infinitely more value to them in the end. 
Ited that the profession eVerj 
'monious, and do not exhibit a lit 
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sadaflectiun towards each other- but it ie a source of plea- 
sore to know IhM even these distractions and differences 
all work together for good, and stimulate us us DOtliing else 
can to greater effort and more strenuous labors to advance 
the cause of medical science. The drones in our profession 
can be reached in no othernay, eo that, although we should 
not encourage an eavious feehng in tbe great body, a little 
healthy tocaT action of this kind ia a positive benenL Chi- 
cago claims to be, and we tliink is, the great commercial 
metropolis of the Northwest, occupying the SBine relative 
position to the surrnuDding countiy in respect to trade and 
commerce that New York docs to the eastern world. We 
also claim for it the great central metropolis of aciente and 
arts for the same region of country, and if we are to judge 
on this question from the number of universities and col- 
leges, literary, theological, and medical, it cannot certainly 
be otherwise. Its literary institutions are numerous, en- 
joying a large amotrnt of conlidence and fair degree of 
Ktronage. In medical affairs we have two medical eol- 
jes, three well arranged hospitals, two medical journals, 
and two regularly oraianized medicd societies. We bel'.eve 
the student of medicme will here find every facility in the 
pursuit of his studies, and thepracti^ng physician suHicient 
to stimulate and keep him thoroughly acquainted with tbe 
advances daily made m our profession. The oldest medical 
school iu this city is the Bush Medical College, organized in 
1S43, and succeKfully operated since. The whole number 
of aliidents and graduates of this institution amounts to, 
Students 1710, Graduates 503. It is conducted on the 
same plan as your eastern schools, having a preliminary 
course in the (M, a regular course during the winter, and 
■ummer course during the spring and summer nionths. The 
students attending this school enjojr the clinical advantages 
of the City and V. S. Marine Hospitals. The other medical 
school is yet in ita infancy, last winter being the firet regu- 
lar session. It is organized under the charter of the Lind 
University, a hterary institution also of recent growth. It 
is conducted on an entirely different plan from any medical 
colWe we know of, having a larger corps of profeesora, 
and fonger terra. The colle're term is divided into a junior 
and senior department, the junior department intended for 
students attending their first course, and embracing lectures 
on descriptive anatomy, physiology and histology, materia 
medica, pathology and pubbc hy^ne, and inorganic che- 
mistry; the senior department, intended for students at- 
tending their second course, sad embracing lectures on 
surgical anatomy, organic chemistry, practical medicine, 
surgery, and obstetrics, with diseases of women and chil- 
dren. An atCendanoe on one coume in each department 
is all the college instruction necessary to entiUe iJie student 
to become a candidate for eraduation. The students at- 
tending this school enjoy tSc clinical advantages of the 
Hospital of the Sisters of Mercj^. 

The oldest medical society in this city is what is now 
oJled the Chicago Medical Sodety. It was oi^aniaed in 
1852, under the name of the Cook Co. Med. Society. It 
now numbers about fifty members, holds regular monthly 
meetings, and is generafly well attended. The other medi- 
cal society was organized in 1859, has forty members, is 
called the Chicago Academy of Medicine, and is arranged 
and worked on the same plan as the New York Acodemy 
of Medicine. The oldest modical journal issued in this city 
is the Chicago Medical Journal, which has undergone seve- 
ral changes m its editorship and name since its firrt issue 
in 1845, or thereabouts. The Medical Examiner is the 
name of the other medical periodical published here, which is 
not quite one year old Both are monthly publications, and 
circulate principally in the Northwest We just begin to 
see the premonitory symptoms of an active winter's cam- 
paign in the schools, the societies begin to show more signs 
of fife, and tbe hospitals to fill up with interesting cases. 
When Uie M term arrives, the posts all assigned, and the 
work begins in re^ earnest, we will give you some of the 
details; also have something more to say about our hospi- 
tals, the annual report of one having been recently pnUtsh- 
ed, which will admit of comment. '° 



Jtitital HtlMS. 



AfiifT ntmxHiCRCB. 
Usher Persons, M.D., of R. 1., a Surgeon in the war of 
1P12, was to be present at the Perry Monument Celebra- 
tion at Clarendon, September 10th, when tiie battle of L^e 
Erie was to be represented by a mock engagement 



Quarters of the Department of Oregon, and report for duty 
to the Commanding Offloer. 

Keeket. — Surgeon C. C. Kecney has been relieved from 
duty in the Department of California, and ordered to re- 
pair to the Head Quart^^rs of the Department of Oregon 
and report for duty to the Cuiiimanding Officer. 

Hadem. — Leave of ab«enoe for tJiirty davs has been 
granted to Assistant Surgeon J. M. Eaa«i, Medical 
Department. 

EoiLEHBUsn. — The leave of absence heretofore granted 
to AaaiRtant Surgeon C. 0. Hollenbush has been extended 
until March I, 13(31, for the benefit of his health. 



PttULA. 



Oriftok — J. D., Assistant Surgeon, has been ordered 
to the Receiving ship North Carohlia, at New York. 

Lracii — A. H., Passed As«stant Surgeon, has been 
ordered to the Navy Yard, at Philadelphia. 

McCleharah — Wm. F., Surgeon, has been ordered to 
report for duty, at the Navy Yard Washington, on the 1st 
of Scpt«mber, to relieve Surgeon George cTymer. 

RcscnESBBROEB. — Surgcon W. 9. W. Ruschenberger, 
ordered to the Susquehanna, os fleet surgeon of the Medi- 
terranean squadron, was detached from that vessel on her 
departure for Uie Gulf, and is waiting orders. 

Addisos. — Surgeon S. R. Addisim died on the 28tli ult., 
at the Naval Boepital, Chelsea. 

Gibson. — Assistant Sui^eon John J. Gibson has been 
ordered to report for temporary duty at the Naval Ho^tal, 
New York. 

Whslas.— Surgeon Whrfan. chief of the Bureau of Medi- 
dne and Surgeir, has been onlerod on a tour of inspection, 
and will visit the Naval Hosnitals and ncic quarters be- 
tween Norfdk and Portamouti, New Hampshire. 

Wb are authoriied to state that the rumor of tiia redgna- 
tion of Pbof. Willaro Pabkeb, in the College of Phyaiciana 
and Surgeons, is destitute of truth. 

OpEaATioN or Irioeotomv ow Sib B. Bbodie. — Pohlio 
rilusion to a sulqoct in which the profession natur^y take 
a deep interest rendera a longer siknoe on our part impoe- 
iible, and it becomes our duty to let our readers know that 
the operation of iridectomy was performed on both Sir 
Benjamin's eyes on July 12. His sight had beta faihng 
since Christmas last, but was not painfuUy defective until 
the completion of hie 78th year in June. About that time 
vUion became rapidly more and more impaired, e^Htoially 
in the left eye. Up to this time the disease had been 
regarded as senile cataract, more advanced in the left eye 
than in the ri^t, but after the return of Sir Benjamin from • 
the meeting of the British Association at Oxford, the de- 
fective virion was ascribed to glaucoma. Iridectomy was 
performed under chloroform. We deeply regret to say that 
the resnlt is not so satisfactory as the paragraph in the 
lima might lead the profession to hope. The left eye we 
believe to be much in the same state as befiire the opera- 
tion— if anything Blighlly improved; but in tiie right, or 
better eye, vision is quite lost. The great ground of hope 
in this case is that as there ie now a cataract very evident 
in the right eye, this is the cause of the impaired vision, 
Digitized by VjOOQIC 



196 



MEDICAL NEWS. 



that the eye is not gtaucotnfttoua, and that bere&ft«r'TiaioQ 
may be restored b^ extracting the cataract We have not 
alluded to this sulyect before, as it ii to some estent a pri- 
vate matter ; but the whole profession have so glial an inte- 
rest in all that relates to the respected President of the 
RotbI Society and of the Medical Council, that all hare a 
rig-ht to know aa much as is freely talked about in the me- 
dical coteries of the metropolis-— especially at the present 
time when a comparatiTely new operation like iridectomy 
is on ila trial — ited. Tima and Qax. 

BPISEkOOLOaiCAL KtCOBD. 

HiALTB or New Yobk, Dr. Wh. B. Bibbihs, of the Demilt 
Dispensary, writes, Sept, 12. — This city haanoteiperienced 
a more healthy summer, than that just passed, for many 
years. It may, unquestioQubly, be called "the healthy 
summer." The proportion of acute to chronic cases of 
diseBsn has been much less than during the most favorable 
previous corresponding seasons. Cholera in&ntum, diph- 
theria, and scarlet fever have prevailed but in a very limited 
degree. Aa miglit be expected in view of the exemption 
from morbiHc ^encies during the preceding hot months, 
the amaUeet comparative nmnber of cases of illness are 
reported at present date. 

ExTBBHE Heat has been experienced in several of our 
western cities. At St. Louis, Mo., during the week ending 
Jul* 23d, the thermometer ranged from 100 to 106 degrees 
in the ahade. On Saturday, the 21st, it rose to 107 de^es, 
about 20 degrees butter. than it was at the same time in this 
city, where it was quite too hot for comfort. — CenCy. 

Heiu-tb or Nkw Ori^ianel — Through the public prints 
the world has been told that yeUow lever is amongst us. 
Let us look at the official reports. For the week ending 
July 22d, one more death is reported. For the week end- 
ing July 29th, one more death is reported. For the week 
ending Aug. oth, three deaths are reported. Thus, yellow 
fever would seem to have beenin our midst for four weeks ; 
and yet, during that IJme, and light in midsummer, with a 
sun shining hotter than ever was felt by "the oldest inhabi- 
tant," it does not increase^nd ftuls tu make its appearance 
in the Charity Hospital But more than this, at this present 
moment, Aug. 16th, we have before us the mortuary report 
for the week ending Aug. 12th, wherein is found the report 
of one death from yellow fever; showing an actual dimi- 
nution of the mortality. With due deference, then, for 
those physicians who think they have seen the disease tiiis 
season, we must be allowed to say that we do not believe 
there has been a single caseof tbe disease. Old practition- 
ers, of tbe highest respectability, and in full practice, tell us 
they have not seen a case ; there has not been one in the 
Hospital (that sure index of the city), and the history of 
those cases said to have occurred, in their manner of ap- 
pearing, eaniea conviction to our mind. A word about 
sunstroice and apoplexy. All our readera know that 
throughout the South this haa been the hottMt summer 
known. New Orleans has been the redptent of her full 
share of solar beat, and we find it recording itself -in the 
mortality list. Beginning on tbe Ist of Jnty, we find the 
deaths by sunstroke set down weekly as follows : July 6tb, 
7 ; 15th, 42 ; 22d, 4 ; 29th, 4 ; Aug. 5th, 2. At same time 
the deaths from apoplexy were as follows: JulyStb, 12; 
15th, 40; 22d, 3; 29th, 7: Aug. 6tb, 3. Now, any one 
who has ever paid the slightest attention to the mortality 
- statistics of our city ; who, at the same time, will recollect 
the very, loose mainner in which diagnoses are made and 
recorded by medical men; and who will not forget that 
apoplexy is reidly a comparatively rare disease, will readily 
agree with na that far the greater number of cases recorded 
as apoplexy were really sunstroke: and we may safelysay 
that for tbe week ending July 16tb, between seventy-flve 
and eighty cases of sunstroke occurred I Comment is un- 
nceesfiary. Sui'h extreme heat must have been felt to be 
^predated.— iV. 0. Hm^Ual Oeaettf. 
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CLINICAL LECTURES ON AMPUTATION. 

DELtTKKKD AT THK MXV TORE HOSPITAL 

JOHN WATSON, M.D., 



LioTUBB m. 

In our last lecture wc took up the subject of operatioos for 
amputations, and went over some practical poiota which 
were worth remembering in that connexion. I now pro- 
pose to give you a summary view of the various accidents 
and conatitutional disturbances which are coDsequent upon 
such operations. 

A patient who has had an operation performed upon 
htm always has a certain amount of disturbance of the 
general system in consequence ; in other words, ha Buffers 
from a shock which in character is the same as that follow- 
ing any other mechanical injui^. The severity and dura- 
tion of these disturiiances vary in different individuals, but 



have reference more particularly to the character.and extent 
I make these remarks only in passing, 
ipportunity of referring vo tne si 



of the operation. 

but shall take anothei 

ject of shock when we come to speak more particujariy of 
disturbances of the nervous system. I intend in the pre- 
sent lecture to conBne myself as far as possible to the con- 
uderation of all such accidents as are directly connected 
with Ibe vascular system. 

How will you commence to treat your patjent now that 
you have operated upon him? He is suffering from gene- 
ral prostration and you at once see the necessity of follow- 
ing out the indicationa, to bring about a healthy reaction. 
For this purpose you keep him at rest, allow him brandy, 
fterhaps carb. ammonia, and give him a hot air batli by 
applying the heater. This treatment is continued unt^I 
reaction comes on. Reaction is an effort on the part of 
Nature to make reparation for an injury ; the skin becomes 
warm, the pulse steadier and fuller, and the patient ex- 
presses himself as feeling more comfortable. Now this 
condition of the system is very apt to become exaggerated, 
and not unfrequently we are culed upon to modi^ it by 
Mipropriate measures, otherwise the result may be irrita- 
tive or inflammatory fever. In such cases all stimulation 
b suspended, and we adopt another plan of treatment by 
administering mild diaphoretics, such asspts. Mindereri, oro 
moderate dose of Dover's powder, keeping the air fresh 
and coot, and Uia diet mild and spare. Inasmuch as this 
excess of action may have a direct relation to the condition 
of the parts operated upon, we are to guard agunst any 
excess of local inflammation. Accordingly, we make use 
of coohng applications, and the best is cold water. You 
win not unfrequenUy find it of service to combine alcohol 
with the water in the proportion of one to four. If the sur- 
rounding parts have been previoudy bruised, a drachm of 
the munate of ammonia to a pint of water may be used 
instead, by way of stimulating the absorbents. Change 
your clotl^ on the affected part frequently, never allow 
them to become dry, by so doing you keep them clean and 
at the same time give comfort to TOur patient. The next 
step is to favor the position of tne stump so that Oiere is 
DO greater afflux of blood to the part than is necessary to 
bring about reparative action. To this end you place the 
stump horizontally, being careful not to elevat« it too much. 
A small cushion will raise it sufflcientiy. 

If matter is allowed to gravitate towards the tiody serious 
constitutional trouble will follow. I recollect being called 
in consultation in the country to see a lady with a tumor 
in veiy close proximity to the knee-joint. An operation 
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was decided upon, and I removed the mass. In my soli- 
citude to prevent the fluid fi-om gravitating into the joint, 
I directed the limb to be placed on a double inclined plane. 
In consequence of this the effused fluids burrowed beneath 
the vastus externus muscle, but gave no signs of tiieir 
existence until ready to point over the trochanter major. 
By a change of the position of the limbj and proper appli- 
cation of dressings, and attention to the diffuse absciss which 
tbrmed, the patient ultimately recoveretl with a good limb. 
One of the moat common accidents after operations is 



maybe caused by a want of cleanliness ii_ „^ _. 

in the wound itself by preventing the escape of morbid 
effusions, or it may arise from a crowded state of the hos- 
pital ward, the patient being sutjeeted to all the deleterious 
effects of a bad aintosphere. In short, anything that lends 
to a local derangement, or to impairment of the general 
health, may give rise to it Experience has taught us that 
those patients whose beds are against the wall, or in the 
comera, are more apt to su^r than those who are placed 
differently, for the reason that the emanations from the 
body are allowed to atamate, owing to the want of a pro- 
pet circulation of air. Hence we never allow a bed to 
touch the wall. Erjrsipelas is preceded by a mariied chill, 
a greater or less febrile action, a coated tongue and nausea, 
then a peculiar efflorescence makes its appearance. 

The seat of the injury or amputation is generally the first 

C affected, but this is bj no means the invariable rule. 
disease may be very mild, merely confined to the sur- 
fhce of the skin, or it may extend deeper, involving the 
cellular tissue, tendons, fascise, or muscles. Sometimes it 
extends from the neck into the fauces, and gives rise to 
oedema of the glottis and other serious complications. In the 
simpler forms of the disease mild diaphoretics and aperients 
are all the treatment required: while on the other hand, 
where a typhoid condition of tne system exists, you are 
called upon to give all the support and stimulation that 
your patient can bear. The gravity of the coostitutiona] 
disturbance may be often measured by the color of the 
inflamed parts; — when the color is a light red, the attack 
is not so alarming as when it is of a deeper hue. In the 
worst cases the integuments fall into a state of gangrene, 
and Anally slough, and so also msv the muscles and deeper 
tissuea Erysipelas may also produce a bad effect locally, 
for instance in a stump ; the destruction of tissue may be so 
great that reamputatiou is c^led for. Again, in the nei^ 
borhood of a joint, by the extension of the inflammation, 
it may cause suppuration of the joint and its consequences. 
The patient, you remember, who had been subjected, after 
amputation, to that objectionable novelty, acupressure, 
hau, in consequence, suppuration in the track of each needla 
This was followed by diffuse erysipelas, and by suppuration 
of the knee-joint You remember I evacuated from that 
joint more than a pint of pus, and the patient ultimately 
sank from phlebitis and other constitutional disturbances 
resulting from this Iocs! difficulty. I have often in oth^ 
cases seen erysipelas give rise to suppuration in the Joints 
around which it happens to exist The ankle^ elbow, and 
wrist, are the joints most frequently attacked in this way ; 
but, as in the case just mentioned, you see the knee 



ipt. Erysipelas also extends its influence to the inter- 
ns! organs. When on the scalp, the brain is apt to suffer ; 
when on the chestj the pleura or pericardium ; when on the 
abdomen, the pentoneum. I recollect a case in which it 
swept along the whole of the left side, from the clavicle to 
the groin ; the patient died, and immediately under the 
external disease Idiscovered, after death, inflammation of the 
pericardium, pleura, and peritoneum, tiie limits ofwhich were 
exactly measured by the limits of the external erysipelas. 

Angeioleucitis, or inflammation of the absorbent vessels, 
is another accident of common occurrence after amputations, 
and frequently goes hand in hand with erysipelas. This 
modification of unhealthy inflammation may follow opera- 
tions upon any part of the body, but is most frequent aft«r 
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injuries of the )uDd and face, or those low down on either 
the upper or lower extremities. From such points lines of 
inflammotion, ob if produced by the alroko of a whip, ex- 
tend in the course of tiie absorbent vessels, and in connex- 
ion with these lines wilt be observed bard and paiuful 
■wellingB. inTolving the lymphatic glands in the neigbbor- 
bood. When small and movable these glands are charac- 
terized as kernels, or adenitlc tumors ; and when of greater 
dimensions, iirmiy fixed, and progreBsing to suppuration, 
they are at some potnl^ as at the groin or axilla, spoken of 
as buboeg. The constitutional tlisturbance attending this 
disease is, at first, tbat of a liigh inflammatory fever, but of 
tem^rary duration, ushered la by chills and rigors, and 
subsiding in profuse per^iraljon. Angeiuleucitis is rarely 
of itself fatal, but by giving rise, as it sometimes does, to 
er;i^>das or to suppurative phlebitis and purulent cachexia, 
it may be indirectly the cause of death. 

We are naturally led from the coasideration of angeio- 
leticitis to take up (he suliiject of suppurative phlebitis, as 
another one of the unpleasant occurrences that supervene 
upon an operation. The veins under healthy reparative 
inflammation become closed either by the coagulation of 
blood within them or by the eBusiona of coagulated lymph. 
But under unhealthy inflammation the plastic lymph ia not 
efibsed, and the inflammatory action once esubliehed on 
' the inner suriace of these Teesela, spreads indefinitely, and 
proceeds to suppuration. Their morbid eBiisions now 
mingle with the blood, or contaminate that fluid br im- 
bibition, giving rise to a febrile and depraved condition of 
the whole system, with a tendency to fonn abscesses and 
sudden collections of pus in almost eveir part of the body, 
more particularly the lungs and liver. It is not untximmon 
to find botb lungs studded with abscesses, varying in «ze 
from a pea to a horao-chestnut, or even larger, which form 
within a few days and rapidly lead to a fatnl result The 
slightest injury is sometimes sufficient to bring about this 
■tate of things. I have seen it after applying a ligature to 
an inflamed pile, and on several occaaions after tying or 
diriding varicose veins, and several times after tying the 
feinoial artery where the femoral vein happened to be 
abraded. The symptoms of purulent cachexia are easily 
recognised; there is a febrile action coming on at irregular 
intervals, daily, or perhaps two or three times in a day ; 
and not unfrequenlJy while the skin is hot, the patient may 
be shaking with rigor. The fever is irregular in every 
respect. Generally the first thing that calls your attention 
ta the dangerous condition of your patient, is the occur- 
rence of a cniU. This is always a significant symptom, but 
it is so more especially when you have any reason to sus- 
pect the advent of purulent cachexia. You then watch 
your patient In a day or two, possibly in less time, you 
luive some indication of the presence of matter in some 
part, of the economy. Purulent cachexia, otherwise called 
purulent infection and pycemia, is ahraya rapid in its pro- 
gress when once developed, but it does not always moke 
tta appearonoe in the early sl&ge of the local disease which 
gives rise to it 

When reaction exceeds the bounds of health, it is very 

Kt to terminate in fever. Traumatic fever may ssaume 
noat any type : the open inflammatory, tlie ephemeral, 
(he irritative, the uippurative, the continued, the irregularly 
int«rmittent, and the paroxysmoL In association with Uie 
reparattTQ inflammaticn it will assume the continued form, 
though even here it is aometimes paroxysmaL When the 
infiammation is unhealthy the Ibver is more uit to be 
paroxysmal and irregular, with a tendency U> the rapid 
eshauation of the vital forces. The severity, ae well as the 

rand duration of the fever, is somewhat dependent on 
of the inflammatory action with which it is asaociated. 
Unhealthy inflammation is Bometimea the precursor and 
sometimes the consequence of constitutional disturbance, 
but the fever associated with healthy inflammation is 
almost always determined by the local ailment alone, unless 
secondary complications supervene; and when there ore no 
Buch oomplicatjons, it terminates before the aub^ence of 



the local disease. An injury of moderate severity in i 
healthy constitution will be attended by tie open contiiiMd 
form of fever; an injury of aeverer grade, where tbe 
powers of resistance on the part of the system ire le», 
will be followed by the irritative or by the typhoid feier. 
Injuries associated with profuse suppuration wiU be f^- 
lowed with irregular paroxysmal attacks, and inteTCorreiit 
chills and sweats. Ephemeral fever ia that most freqaesllj 
seen in connexion with injuries of the urethra, ronsisiiDg 
of chilis, hot stage, and sweating, and then paming off 
never to return, except when the circumstances giving riae 
to it are again present It is of^n met with after the 
introduction of a catheter or bougie into * urethra ihndj 
m a state of irritation. So much then for Inumalic feret. 
When persons die after high constitutional disturbaiicefitim 
local injuries, you are almost always sure to find in tbe 
post-mortem examination, that secondary inflaminttioD) 
and congestions have led directly to the fatal issue. Ttate 
are most frequently found among the thoracic viscera, but 
not exclusively Uiere ; the peritoneal cavity, the mucon 
surface of tiie lai^ intestines, and even the synoviJ tta 
under these circumstances may be found in a slate of sap- 

[luration. Indeed, it is rare to find a case of death titer 
Qcal injury where reaction has followed (he injury, in irhicli 
some of these complications do not exist The cl(ciii| 
scene is oflen marked by a colliquative diarrhoea. 

Having thus disposed of those disturbances which ue 
more particularly connected with the vascular system, «< 
are now ready to occupy the remainder of our tune in the 
considemlion of those Occidents which relate (o the nerroui 
system. We shall only allude at present to the diseue 
known as " lockjaw," or tetanus. This disease is «a- 
sionally quite frequent in its occurrence, but is by no metu 
so fatal in its issue as many suppose. It may come od it > 
longer or shorter interval alter any accident or local injiuj, 
and does not seem to bear any relation to the character or 
extent of tbe iiyury; the slightest BcrBt4:h is oftentimes » 
sufficient exciting cause. In certain localities there isfbuod 
a marked tendency to its development, for instance on the 
southern shore of Long Island. It is frequently assodiled 
with cold, and persons who ore in any way liable to the dis- 
ease, should be warned of the danger that might remit 
from any imprudent exposure. Tetanus may aopervene 
afler a wound has entirely healed over, by irritation of tbe 
cicatrix, and may go on to a fatal termination. Death 
sometimes takes place, Isl, suddenly from es>hjxi», eiilier 
by spasm of the glottis or respiratory muscles geiiennj; 
2dly, by invsaion of the involuntary muscular sysiein scting 
directiv upon the centre of the circulation, and stowng 
tbe pulsations of the heart; and, 3dly, by a gradual eiuui- 
tioa of the vital powers from the frequent spasms, I only 
wish to refer to the disease ns one of the complitatiom 
liable to occur aft«r operation, trusting that you will lot* 
it up for yourselves in the various text-books on sufgeij' 
In Uie next lecture I hope to finish up oil I have to s>J in 
a general way upon the subject of amputations. 



Iodine, according to M. Boinet, preserves, cures, 
strengthens, and modifies the constitution, removes diathe- 
sis, and impresses a new energy in the organism. Iodine, 
according to M. Rilliet, weakens, deteriorates, wastry 
destroys, atrophies, and kills) 

Last year M. Beau (Uscovered that lead was an eiceDent 
remedy for phthisis. M. Broeckx, of Antwerp, has tjied 
the mineral extensively, and has found it worse Ihsn uselessi 

M, Chatin lately informed the French Academy, i-f^ 
pot of iodine, that Comdet had by its use reduced so muij 
women to the condition of Amazons, and had brought such 
a number of men into the state described by M. Hieord 
under the term " harieocele," that he dared not show him- 
self in tiie streets of Geneva, through dread of suffering the 
martyrdom of St, Stephen. — BrU. Mtd. Jour. 
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(iti(|inal Communications, 

REPORT ON PLEURO-PNEUMONIA. 

Bv G. Gramt, M.D., Newark, N. J. 

Ii ie admitted b^ all who believa and advocate tbe exiet- 
: ence ofa toniagiout pleuro-paeumoiiia, tha recent cause of 
so much excitement, that it originated in % sbipmeot of 
cattle hj Mr. Chenery of Belmont, Moss. It appears that 
those cattle were t^ken from a herd in HoHana, in which 
there was no disease. There was Done in the district, and 
none in the whole oountrj, except a disease called " phthi- 
sis;" but there is no evidence to sliow that this ie tlie aame 
disease called incorrectly by another name. It was absent 
from tliat iocalitj, and it is a fact that large numbers of 
cattle are imported to the United States without bringing 
any such disease at all.* The animals were well, in good 
condition, and it is fair to presume that one of the points in 
their sdection was iheir health and vigor. These facts ap- 

Biaz in the letter from Mr, Chenery, which is eubjoinea. 
uring a voyage of forty-seven days the animals confined 
in close wr (probably in the hold of the ship) with insuffi- 
cient or unwholesome nourishment, or both, laboring in 
filth with fatigue and distress, were exposed to the condi- 
tions of a true typhus, in other words, ship fever. Mr. 
Chenery is so well satisfied that bis animals' bod condi- 
tion, " bruised and emaciated," was due to bad treatment 
and neglect cin the voyage that he Lbels the vessel Of 
these four cows, one was killed immediately, another was 
killed nine days after arrival, the third twenty-seven days 
after arrival, and the fourth is now living in good condition. 
From these BDimals it la alleged has ^mng the disease 
'which has prevailed throughout the state of Massachusetts. 
In the presence here of all tlie conditions of true typhus 
fever occ^urring from its natural and ordinary causes, Hlth 
and animal miasm, with the susceptibility from distress and 
tMut treatment, and the entire absence of any identified 
OOntsgioUB disease from which it hod its origin, I do not 
think that this disease, called pleuro-pneumonia, can be 
coQsideredasaspecific or contagious disease, at least as yet, 
From the observations that have been made. Tlie post- 
mortem specimens, shown to me at the Boston State House, 
were rimilar to what is observed in the human subject in 
eases of typhus pneumonia. The testimony of several of 
tbe veterinary surgeons of Boston, as given before the legis- 
lative committee of Massachusetts on this subject, and 
treated before this commission, was to the effect that tbe 
post-mortem appearances of these cases were such as are 
commonly seen by them in subjects not affected by thb 
•Ueged disease. There was uniformity in the testimony 
in tEis respect In all the investigations that have been 
BUkde, and the observations that have been taken by those 
residing in tlie locality of die disease, the facta are noted 



tbis inquiry, all fact£, though a multitude in number, thatdo 
not bear out this prejudged theory of a deadly conti^ous 
scourge, are ignored or overlooked. And it is remarkable 
(bat the notes thus made are few in number, and the 
obserrstJODS unsatis&ctory and contradictory. 

Atler the most careful inquiry, nothing would lead us to 
believe that the cases which are alleged to have occurred 
in die Rtat« of New Jersey are anythmg but isolated spo- 
radic disease of the lungs, which may occur among cattle 
•t all times and seasons, and especi^iy among those who 
have not good food, air, running water, and good pasturet 
In times of popular panic all widely spread epidemics ap 
beli«ved by the populace at Urge to be conti^ons. This 
bsB been ue case in regard to cholera in modern limes, in 
regard to lepro«y in old times, in regard to certain pes- 



tilential fevers at various times. And the puUic have acted 
upon this persuasion, and sick individuals have been 
avoided, neglected, and fled from, as prolific fountains of 
contagious disease.* And yet these epidemics are now 
known and admitted, by tbe intelligent part of the medical 
profession, to be non-con fagious. Would it not be well, 
before yielding to the excitement, and adopting any of the 
suggestions which have prevailed iu Massachusetts, to sub- 
mit tbis matter to a more painstaking and rigid examination? 
All of which is respectfully submitted. 

Lbiter or Mr. diEMEftr RsreftBui n> above. 

BoffiOM, Ang. 11, vm. 
Dr. G. Grant, Newark, N. J. 

Dear Sir — Your esteemed favor of the 7th inat, is re- 
ceived, ajid I take pleasure in answering yonr inquiries. 

On the 24tli of last January, I addressed a letter to my 
correspondcnta in Eolhwd, in relation to the disease that 
had been so &tal amongst the oatlle at mj "Uigiiknd 
Stock Farm" in B^mont, inquiring whether the disease 
known as '' pleuro-poeumonia had prevailed in the par- 
ticular locality where the f<:^ cows to which you refer 
were obtained. In due cour^I received an answer to that 
communication, stating that no disease had prevailed in the 
particuhir stablee where my cows were procured, but that 
there was existing throughout the whole country a disease 
known as "phthisia," a "pulmonary disease," with which 
cattle, when infected, suffer a long time before it is observ- 
able. This disease is undoubtedly the same as that denomi- 
nated here "pleuro-pneumonia." The four cows were not 
affected at all prior to ^ipment, but were to all appearance 
in Uie very int amiMiOTi when put on board tbe ship at 
Botterdam. The; were obt^ned at Pumerend and Lbs 
Beemster, in the north of Holbnd, and great care was taken 
in their selection. It may, however, be remarked that the 
cows were detained some two weeks at Rotterdun, having 
arrived there before the vessel was ready, and the presump- 
tion is that the infection was communicated to them there, 
inasmuch as large numbers of cattle ace nndsrstood to be 
kept there, and fed upon the slops from tbe gin distilleries 
lucated at that place. 

Tou have the report of the evidence given before the 
joint committee of our Legislature at the late extra sesMon, 
and I am not in possession of any new facts of importance 
in relation to the disease, thathave not been made public I 
wilt, however, allude to one important case that may have 
escaped your notice. It will be remembered that, during 
the session of our Legislature, great excitement existed in 
the state of New Hampshire, caused by the report that a 
yoke of oxen, belonging to rae, had imparted the disease 
to a herd in the neighboring town of Lexington, and that 
it bad been carried thence to that state. The Lexii^ton 
cows, that were supposed to have taken the disease from 
my oxen, were slaughtered by order of the commissioners, 
a short time ago, and found, on post-mortem examination, 
to be perfectly well, thus demonstrating that all the reports 
relative to diseased animals slau^tered in that state were 
entirely without foundation. 

As regards my own herd, I would say that not a case of 
active disease has occurred at my iann since last January. 
An injunction was put upon mv herd on tbe 16th of iaet 
April, by the "commissioners for extirpating the cattle 
disease, and oonsequently, the cattle have since that tiroe 
been confined to the stables — yet they have, wilbont excep- 
tion, impTDved in q>pearanoe up to tLis time, and, wilbin a 
few days have been examined bv "eminent veterinarians," 
and all but three pronounced free from disease; and yet 
it is a remarkable fact that this whole herd, excepting three 
animals, were, on the 16th of last April, considered, by our 
commissioners and their " experts, very much diseased. 
If their diagnoeis was correct at that tiroe, nature must 
have been performing wonderful cures, as no dootora have 
been employed nor medicine administered since. 
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i diaposed of my herd last week by 

iBolatiDg ten of the animnU (iocluding the beet of my Dutcn 
stock, which they allowed me to retain), and tlie balance 
of the herd they condemned, but retained for tlie present 
in anticipation of the organization of the Medics! Board 
of Examiners, under our new law, supposing some of the 
animals would be required for their experiments. 

Those persons moat compietent to jndgo in the matter, 
seem divided in opinion as to the future of the disease here, 
in Hasaachusetts, some belieTJog tliat many of the exposed 
animals have latent disease, which will become active 
during the cold weather of the coming autumn, while others 
hold to the opinion that the diwase has had its "run." 
I am, very respectfulW, yours, 

WiNTflBOP W. CnSHSKT. 

[Our readers will observe that neither Dr. Grant's Report 
nor Mr. Chenecy's Letter states any facts that disprove the 
hypotJiesia of special infection, or the importation of a con- 
tagious diaeaae from Holland. That the malady which 
recently attracted attention in New Jersey was simple 
idiopathic or sporadic pleuiV-pueumonia, such as is liable 
to occur under like circumstances at any time and in any 
place, appears very probable. Pulmonary and typhus affec- 
tions ara liable to ooeur both qmradio^ly and endemically 
amot^ cattle, sa well as in the human i«ce, without the aid 
of contAgi(»i. And we have no doubt that cases of acute 
pleuro-pneumonia and infectious idiopathic typhus may at 
this moment be found in almost every overcrowded dis- 
tillery stable in the United States. But it should be borne 
in mind that the epizootic which in Holland is known as 
" phthisis," and in France, England, South Africa, and otlier 
countries isdcnominated "pleuro-pneumonia," is essentially 
different from the ordinary "peripneumonia" and typhus of 
cattle. And tba question of ita contagious or infectious 
obantcter, wherever tlie toalady haa existed, certainly 
aj^ars to be aa condnnvely det«nnined as the focta relat- 
ing to the infectious propagation of typhus in man. Both 
are manifestly specific diseaaea, and capable of being propa- 
gated from and by the sick — types of diseases that are posi- 
tively inleotious, but which, like all tlie infectious and con- 
tagious maladim, taxept variola, are not necessarily and 
invariaMy comraunioaled to a majority of the individuals 
exposed — the propagation of the disease from the sick 
always being dependent upon contingencies. Our readers 
will note the slraighUbrward 8tat«menl8 of Mr. Chenery in 
rvferetwe to the ooodilions or etmtijtgtiKUi that ^rved to 
develop the fatal malady in his imported herd. Epizootic 
" phthiaia" was prevailing throughout Holland, aa he states 
in his letter to Dr. Grant, and, as he justly believes, that 
disease was developed in hb imported stock by peculiar 
endemial inBuences and exciting causes during a long delay 
in Rott«rdain and a protracted sea-voyage to Boston. The 
fed that only a portion of any particular herd is usually 
attacked with this disease, does not militate against the 
hypoiJieais of its being a poaitive infection. A few yean 
ago this subject was submitted to a gatis&otory test by the 
Fmuh SdentiGo Commiaion on "Episootic perijmeu- 
monia." Forty-six cattle in perfect health were brought 
into immediate contact with a few members of a sick herd. 
Of this number, fifleen contracted the disease; ten others 
roanifeated incipient symptoms, but speedily threw off the 
effects of the virus; twenty-one appeared entirely unaf- 
&ct«d by the exposure; three of the susceptible class 
eventually died' with the disease, and presented its patho- 
logical evidences. 



Eighteen of those that eso^ied death m tbe fint expo- 
sure, were subjected to a second and a third eiposorc, md 
these escaped .as foiloms r — four experienced ali^t indispo- 
sition, nine were uninfluenced in all the exposures from tbe 
first; and the five individuals that had sofiered at Gist 
remained entirely unaOected by subsequent expcsuru. 
And as the result of all the experimental observitioiu oC 
that learned Comnuaaion, the foUowing instnictrrt tacit 
were clearly established: — that forty-five oat of one htm- 
dred animal', when voluntarily exposed, were found to con- 
tract peripneumonia; twenty-four othen experieuced axoe 
indisposition; and thirty-two escaped altogether. 

That iqjecial endemial influencea or an " epidemk meleo- 
ration" has at times preceded or promoted the propagitioii 
of this epizootic is highly probable ; but that the diseaie 
haa repeatedly been conveyed from place to place by the 
sick, and especially that it wm imported from HoUiud 
into England, Denmark, and South Afiica, «s weQ m 
into the United States, there appears to be ibuDdmt 
and conclusive evidence. For information in detul 
upon this subject we would refer our readers to die 
excellent report of Dr. E. H. Oreenhow, of London, and to 
the Minutes of Evidence, recently published in Bostmi. 
But in all investigations relating to evidence of infectkM 
IV contagion, the medical inquirer needs to take individiitl 
conclusions and opinions cum grcmo tdUt, and should setrd 
very rigidly into the natural history of alleged infections, 
and the proximate and contingent conditions or caoses of 
their propagation. We are glad to see that Dr. Oraot )us 
commenced his investigations in this spiriL 

As our present convictions lead ua to differ ftom tbe 
doctor's conclusions we will state a few points of difieiwce 
— in the form of queries to be answered: — Why have the 
most unprejudiced and scientific investigators b Franoe, 
Great Britain, and Denmark, amvad at the condusioa that 
this malady is contingentiy infecticusT Why has tbe nnzt- 
plete insulation of a healthy herd invariably been found to 
afford perfect protection fi«m the pleuro-pneumMiia irhcD 
prevailing in the neighborhood of such herds? Why baa 
that disease spread so uniformly and so excluaiTdy in con- 
nexion with the difiiision of cattie from the herds in eod^- 
ipic districts? Why is the peculiar and characteristic lesioo 
of encysted masses of the lungs never seen except in the 
pleuro-pneumonia that is alleged to be inieoUousT — u.) 

Tri principal use which the Chinese make ofojNuin ia to 
smoko it witn tobaoco, when it produces a languor said to 
be exceedingly pleasing. The citI effects of this liave been 
generally very ereatiy exaggerated. It is only its sbiue, 
as with many oflhe good things irf this world, that leads t» 
the complete attenuation of fi'ome and prostration of lacail- 
tiee that arc said to characterize all who follow the prMlica 
Hundreds of thoosanda of Chinese continue to smoke opioB 
for the term of their natural lives without any qtparent is- 
jui^ to mind or body. In the smoking saloons of CanUw, 
opium is retailed to customers at ita wei|pht in sUver ; tbe 
metal is put in one scale and the drug m tbe otlier, and 
weight for wei^t exchanged. It will therefore ba M*- 
rcnt that, in a country where money is of so much tafiie, 
it is only the richer portion of the population who have 
the means to carry such an expensive luxury to eice«. 
There is no room to doubt that it the government of India 
abuidoned the opium monopoly and allowed the dmjto 
be produced freely all over Hmdostan, the Chinese con- 
sumption would thereby be greatly increased, as well •« 



a effects which 



-tf«r- 



.yCjOOglC 



REPOBTB OF HOSPITALS. 



^fjorts flf fospitals. 

PENNSYLVANIA HOSPITAL. 
Cuviou Rehaxu ok Couf db Solbil. 

[Br J. F. Uiiu, H.D., AUaaliag PhjilsluL] 
Tbb aSection U Vbrioualy known bj the names of lelut 
&tu, saa stroke, heftta^byxia. Symptoms. — It is charac- 
Ifirized bj u bot drv skin; a aense of coustriution of the 
cbest wid) labored Dreatbiog, great prostration, with ina- 
bility la answer questions without weeping, even in the 
strongest and most robust- tumultuona action of the heart, 
-with strong pubation of the cftrotida ; palse very T&riable, 
nover fiill uid hard ; headache, especially on the top of the 
bead ; the conjunctiva injected ; pupils acting to the light, 
unless durine convuluons or coma, when they are fixed and 
contracted (in several instaiiccB they have been observed 
to dilate snddenlyj after having been fixed and contracted); 
the countenance is generally pale at the commencement, 
bot in several inslaacea (ratal cases) it assumed a leaden 
hae ; the urine is never entirely suppressed, but is passed 
<^ involuntarily, Kuttatim; the bowels are general^ cos- 
tive, but occasionuly are perfectly natural. There is also a 
great desire to sleep ; so much so, tliat if not checked, it 
passes into coma, which almost, invariably tertaiinales in 
death. During the coma, loud moaning is always present. 
DeMb «)suee instantly, or from coma. Sometimes the pa^ 
tient ia seised with maniacal symptoms ; at others, he laughs 
unnaturally, then becomes alarmed and excited if spoken 
to, and any attempt at deglutition brings on convulsions. 

Pod-morlem Ekammatum. — The chief abnormal appear- 
ance is an excess of venous blood iu the brain and conras- 
tiori of the lungs and liver. Dr. Boieliniere, Coroner of St. 
Lctiis, in a report oi seventy'twa cases examined by him 
and published in the Medical and Surgical Journal of that 
dt^ says, the necropsies revealed the iMlowing conditions ; 

External Ajrpearanca. — Marked lividity of the skin ; 
neck and anterior part of chest became soon of a purple or 
bine color ; in a few hours the abdomen was quite 
tympanitic, an abundant froth came out of the mouth and 
nostrils, resembling thick lather, mixed sometimes with a 
little Mood. By pressing upon the chest, blood could be 
m»de to flow freely from the mouth and nostrils. The lungs 
and heart were in every case seen to be more or less con- 
gested; the right nde of the heart and the pulmonary 
artery generally contained black and liquid blood; left side 
empty ; on section, the lungs were found to contain an 
abunoant (Quantity of frothy mucus, mixed with more or 
less arterialized blood. By moderate pressure on the chest, 
as above observed, this bloody froth could be made to run 
out freely from the mouth and nostiiK So characteristic 
iras this appearance, that from its presence alone, many 
post-mortem examinations towards the end of the summer 
irere dispensed with, the jury, after a short explanaljan, 
being able to make a satisfactory verdict of death by 
san-stroke. The brain was generally found normal ; in 
ft few cases only, there was moderate congestion of 
die superior cerebral veins and of the sinuses. This, the 
author accounts for, by the difficulty the blood found in 
returning from the thoracic organs, already full of venous 
blood. The liver and sple^i wer& as a rule, enlai^ed ; the 
latter particularly, soflened. Dr. B. regards as the cause of 
this aSection, a hot and rariGed atmosphere, want of oxy- 
gen ; as be says, the disease occurs in the bouse as well as 
irhen exposed to the sun. Hence he concluded that rari- 
fied, or poorly oxygenated air, is the " toadilio Hoe qua 
noa of aun-etroke. 

Trtalment. — The chief point is to arouse the nervous eys- 
teat, which is best accomplished bj pouring cold water from 
a height over the head and the nape of the neck, and dash- 
ing it over the face and chest as long as there is any ten- 
dency to coma or sleep. Sometimes, the patient may be 



roused by speaking to him and shaking him, if necessary. 
When he can swaUow, brandy and ammonia may be admi- 
nistered liberally. The Indian surpeons give croton oil 
and calomel to act on the liver and move the bowels. At 
this institution, the turpentine injection is given. For the 
weight and distress nt the scrobiculus cordis, the best means 
will be the rubbing of turpentine for some time over the 
chest and stomach, witli sinapisms to the legs and stimulat- 
ing enemata. The after treatment consists in the employ- 
ment of good nourishment and stimulants, as arrowroot, 
beef tea, wine, brandy, and ammonia; cold to the head, 
blisters to the nucha, and acting on the liver and tlie bow- 
els. The patient is not to be conadered out of danger un- 
til his skin has become cool and moist Venesection has 
been found almost, " 
Indian surgeons. 
external nervous congestio: 
thought useful. But two cases had occurred this summer al 
the hospital, one of which was fatal in fifteen minutes, and 
presented all the appearances as mentioned by Dr. B. The 
other case was a young man, aged 20, very healthy, brought 
in August nth, and nad perfectly recovered by the 13tb, 
The day previous, he had had a slight diarrhcea. Wliile en- 
gaged atirork on the roof of a house, his eyes became dim. 
He felt very weak, and fell into astate of insensibility. He 
was given immediately upon his admission Q Spt. Vini 
Gall., Aqueaafjss., Ammonii Aromat Jj. M. Half of this, 
every fifteen minutes. Along with (his, an enema of tur- 
pentine f|ss. Saponis Jj., Aque Qj. was given, and ^na- 
pisms were applied to me epigastrium. He rallied very 
speedily, and was discharged cured on (he 15th. 



EELLEVUE HOSPITAL. 

POLMOXiRT FlSTUU. 

Elleu MiTKRAT, 36 years of age ; no hereditary te 
baa generally enjoyed very good health prior to bar admiB- 
uon to the H(»pital on (he 15th of Jane, 1856, for ooa- 
tinued fever. She continued in the Hospit^ until August 
28, when she was delivered of a healthy boy after a very 
easy labor of only eight hours' duration. Two weeksafter 
her confinement she took cold, which was followed by an 
attack of pJeaiitis, for which the usual trectment was ma- 
ployed. The case did not progress weL Faraoenteaia 
thoracis was performed, and there continued to be a dis- 
charge from the opening for three months. Patient took 
her oischarge on the 15th of Ma^, 1659, with directions to 
use the best food she could obtain, and avoid exposure. At 
the time of her discharge from the Hospital there bad been 
no diBcbarge from the pleural cavi^ for two months, 
the opening having entirely healed. Ausust 21. — Patient 
was readmitted to the surreal wards of uie Hospital with 
the left breast swollen to nearly four times its normal siEe ; 
it was red, tender, and bad a distinct fluctuatioiL As she 
had not nursed her child, and had received no blow npon 
the breast, this swelling was decided to be an abscess. She 
had the appearance of a person in the last stags of phthisis ; 
coasse crepitus was heard over the whole of the left lung. 
On opening the abscess bubbles of air paeeed out with the pus. 
August 23. — The expectoration, whim had been profuse, had 
almost entirely ceased, and the discharge flowed from the 
opening in the breast. On pressure the air oan be felt cradi- 
ling under the finger, in' the same manner as in the emphy- 
sema following a fracture of the rib. On coughing, litUe 
bubbles of air pass out from the opening whi<£ has been 
made in the breast It continued open, and the pus dis- 
charged freely, patient often turning on the diseased side 
to bvor the discharge, till Oct. 2, when the op^iing doaed-: 
Immediately the patient commenced expectorating, flUiag. 
in the course of the day a pint cup with the charaolsiri»4i 
tic sputa of phthisis ; [H^vious to the dosure of this opening 
she had not more than one or two q)uts dailf . Her tieat- 
ment has been tonic and sustaining. The patient oiUinueii:: 
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expectorating in thia profuse manner for three days, when 
the pulmonary fistula re-entablialied itself, and the expecto- 
ration eeaBpd. Oct. 15. — Patient very feeble ■ ordered 3 aa. 
oL morrhuie in jss. tr. cinchone co. It was found 
that the paCTent, under this treatment, wu able to take and 
retuD cod liver oiL and the dose was soon increased, so 
that she toolc tea. three times a day with the tr. cinchona 
CO. The opening would ollen close, and the paljent would 
then expectorate, but when it asiun opened the expectora- 
tion would cease. She left the Hospital in veiy good 
health, the fbllowing note of her case teing made at the 
time ; — " She still has a cough witliout expectoratioo, can- 
not undergo any very great exertion ; fot the last month 
liac complained a good deal of pain over anterior portion of 
left cheat, with much tenderness on pressure. This has not 
been relicvcl by blisters. Her general health ia very good ; 
has gained much flesh within two months; left side of 
thorax ia much contracted, tlie shoulder falling considernbly, 
while the right ia rather bul^ug, giving well marked defor- 
mity to her person; no respLratory motion over left cheat; 
no vocal fremitus except at the apex, at the inner part, 
anteriorly and posterlorlv ; perfect flatness except at the 
apex; right lung unusually resonant; no respiratory move- 
ment under left lung except under axlllie ; the heart's apei is 
rather nearer the medianline than normal, but strikes about 
the sixth intercostal space; respiration in the right lung 
perfectly norm^." Patient now menstruated tlie first time 
for two years. 

FnEBPtRAL FlVIR BTCCESSriTLLT TRIATEO BT TI[I TJsE or 
iNFiraiON or DlOITALIS as TBB ARTERIAI. BEDATIVK, ALTER- 
NATED OCCASIONALLY WITH T&. TeRATRUM TlRlCE. 
(Bepor«*d bf ALai. Buiviv, H-D., Hou> Fhrddu ] 

Casi L Elisa T s, aged 25, primipara, (M>ufined July 28, 

1860, at n o'clock A.U.; laborwaseasy, natural, and of short 
dnrationj no complications; convalescence progressed nor- 
mally till August 3. At this time she was seized with 
chills, followed by fever, pain in the hypogastric region, 
very much increased on pressure, or a long inspiration. 
Bowels were regular ; were moved freely by a large enema 
on the development of the above symptoms. Auffutt 4, — 
Her lochia continued, but of very oBen«ve character ; tym- 
panitis had become extreme ; pulse very frequent and 
quick ; reapiiation hurried ; sibilant r41es could be beard 
over the anterior portion of chest; bad also a teasing short 
cough; vomited the diaracteristic matter; expression of 
coontenaaoe anxious; diagnosis, puerperal fever. Admit- 
ted to the fever ward August 3, 1 a.m. Pulse 108, had 
been reduced in frequency by several doses of tr. verat 
viride; pain had been lulled to some extent by s6L 
moipb. Respiration unaffected, very hurried ; skin dry 
and ieverisb; tongue large and furred. This case was 
placed upon use, mfua. digitalis, occasionally alternated 
oy the tr. versL viride, by the approval of Dr. I, E. Taylor, 
visiting physician. 

The rules observed in these cases in the use of veratmm 
firide and digitalis, si^ih. morph. and quinia, were those 
given by Dr. Fordyce Barker, of this city. We aimed to 
reduce Che pulse no lower than 60, nor permitted it to rise 
above SO, without endeavoring to prevent it MoivUa 
was given with a view to quiet pain effectaally. Sulph. 
quinia was given when the sur&ce of the boi^ was cool 
and moist, pulse within the above range, even if under the 
influence of a sedative, Dr. Barker oonsiders the qauiia, 
given in larga doses, under the above drcumstancea, in 
puerperal fever, as not ont^ tonic but sedative in effects. I 
have wified the observation in muiy cases treated under 
my charge, aai bava, moreover, observed that the eSecta 
are more lasting. The iofut. digitalis wa.<) substituted fbr 
the veraL viride because of tlie certainty of its action, in my 
hands, in case* of a dlBerent character, and without the 
uapleaMnt oonsequence* that attend the admiuistrabon of 
verat. viride to the same extent. J have known the pulse 
to be reduced to 50 and 44 without vertigo, or vomiting, or 
any unpleasant results. Pbydcal proalratJon is likewise a 
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Bymptom of overdose veraL viride. Its effects ore also 
more Listing when produced. The admimstration of both 
in the manner atxrve shown, was attended with pleasant 
r«eDha, and tbit little of either sedative was required 
to keep the poke under control This case was very 
severe, and prognoaia very unfavorable at firat. 

JOUBNAXS FOR SEFTEMBEE. 
Ahbricam JouRBiL OF pHAOHACT. — September. 
Akt. L On m/mt poinb of cAcnucoI Ihtory, on the Jmmo- 
lua and Ammoniian-hatia, and on the Nalional PhamatO' 
ptdOj bj Frakklih Bache, M.D. — The auUior indulges in 
some curious spcculatioaa respecting the equivalent num- 
ber*, then introduces the doctrine of chemical substitution, 
taking ammonium bb an example ; and gradusU; wlthdraw- 
JDg its equivalents of hydrogen, and replacing them with 
certftia compound radicals, lie follows it through a long 
aeries of substitution compounds. Eu also glances at the 
numerous contributions made by chemistry, both in a me- 



dical and dietetio point of view, and also at the beautiful 
chcmic)^ relations subsisting between plants and animals, 
the vital processes of tbe one being the liberMioD, and those 
occurring in the other the absorption of oxygen. He then 
mentions the importance of organic chemistry to the medi- 
cal man, and the advantages derived from a uniform 
national pharmacopceia. Art. II. lodidt of Propt/!amine, 
by Denjauin J. Cbkw. — Reports received from Europe 
concerning the remedial powers of propylamine and its 
chloride in the treatment of rheumatism, suggested to the 
writer that it might be used in the form of an iodide in 
those diseases in which iodine has hitherixi been success- 
fully employed. By the aid of heat it readily combines 
with iodme, forming a coloriesa solution, emitting the odor 
of each of the two substances. It is decomposed by acids. 
It is alkaline to test paper, but gives the acia reaction upon 
exposure. Tlie following formula is suggested for its em- 
ployment. Q Iodide of propylamine, 25 drons; pepper- 
mint water, 6 ox. ; sugar, 2 dr. Dose, a table-spoon&I 
every two hours, the patient receiving one-sixteenth of a 
grain of iodine at a dose. Art. III. NoU on Fluid Extract 
of W3d Cherry Bark, by William Pbootor, Jr. — Con- 
tjuuing the formula, with some bints in regard to manipu- 
lations of interest to the pharmaceutisL Art. IV. Ami' 
lyta of Milk, by Jons it. Maisch.— The author examined a 
specimen of milk obtained from a farmer as " pure and fresh 
country mitk." It was found to be deficient in caseine and 
butter, while the lactometer showed it to be about one half 
water. It was free item both chalk and magnesia. Aitr. 
V. On the trnpunUa of Commerrial Zinc, by Charlis W. 
Eliot and Frauk H. Stores;. — The impurities were found 
to consist chiefly of metallic lead, and the authors believe 
that the other impuriUes found by previous observeiB are 
accidental, or occur in minute quantities. None except the 
specimen from New Jersey gave the slightest evidence of 
the presence of copper. In the specimens examined for iron 
the proportion of that metal rarely exceeded two-tenths of 
one per cent They are of the opinion that arsenic is far 
less common than is generally supposed, the general opinion 
of its presence being due in a great measure to the impurity 
of sulphuric and cUorohydric acids used in the process for 
its detection. This opinion is founded upon experiments 
made with different specimens of acid upon the same 
metal, no deposit being obtained when the acids bad been 
previously purified, the result being different when com- 
mercial acid was used. The purest zinc they analysed 
was that manufactured at the Pennsylvania and Lehigh 
Zinc Works, at Bethlehem, Pennsylvania. Art, VI. Jbr- 
Iro-ciiTtc Lemonade (lAqnoT Sodas IhHrtu), by PRor. J. 
Lawrehoi Smitb. — This preparation is proposed bv the 
author as a substitute for citrate of magnesia. He bairns 
for it certain advantages over the citrate, such as being 
more uniform in its composition and action, less likely to 
undergo decompo^tion Mt«r the bottle is oponed, more 
agree^le to the taste, and less cosdy. The foQowing it the 
formula: — Sat soda, 21 lbs. 14 oz. avoirdupois; tartaric 
acid, 16 lbs. avoirdupois; white sugar. 24 lbs. avoirdupois; 
water to moke 25 gallons. It is tlien put into strong 
twelvo-ounce bottles, and thirty-five grains of bicarbonate 
of soda added to each bottle. Art. YII. QJifornia Beer, 
or Tea^ Plant, by Tbe Editob.— This is Ihot^t to be 
identical with the common yeast plant ; he calls for some 
information concerning its history. Art. VIIL Hypophot- 
phitt of Qttttoa, by Prof. J. Lawrence Smitb, of Louisville, 
in which the writer gives the formula, and the manner in 
which it is manu&ctured at the Lonisville Chemical Works. 
Art. IX. — Letter to the editor on the botanical sonroe of 
the Balaam of Peru, by Daniel Hanbnrg, F.L.S. Abi. X. 
On Red PrecipitaU Ointment, by F. A. Kiffer.— The 
writer says that this ointment may be made to keep for a 
great length of time if prepared with the oleum ricini 
instead of lard. The formula is:— g Olei ricini jiiias; 
eerie alb» S ss ; hvdr. oxidi rubri J as. Melt the wax 
and oil with a gentle heat, and when cool rub in the t^ 
precipitate previously reduced to a fine powder 
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QUARANTINE: WHAT IT 18, AND WHAT IT 
SHOULD BE. 
QuARARTiNB ia HD often mentioned m " an iDstitution of 
the D«rk Ages," it might be inferred that there exists do 
BcientiSc or reasonable basis for regulations in the nature of 
qaanmtine restrictions. Though state legiElaturea and inter- 
national conventions have dignified such regulations with 
all the saoctions of statutory law, the fact is known and 
admitted that the re^onsibilitf of advising and procuring 
their enactment baa rested primsrilj with the medical pro- 
fession. In our own country the great names d" Hosack, 
Francis, Bayley, Lining, TachS, and Dickson, have success- 
fully lent tbeir influence in aupport of stringent Quarantine 
r^alationa; and in Europe the high authority of sudi phy- 
sicians as Meade, Ghbholm, Arejula, Fellows, Bally, and 
Pym, perpetuates a deferential regard for those Quaran- 
tine laws that were originally framed to suit the pecu- 
liar tlieoriea of those distinguished men. While at the 
present time it must be observed that the dassical writings 
of Copland, Francia, and Dickson, and the firm assurance 
and official authority of thb venerable Sir Wm. Pym, the 
British Superintendent-General of Quarantine, and of Dr. 
M'WiUiam, Ibe Chief FhyMcian to Her Majesty's Customs, 
continue in a masterly manner to support the theory of 
Quarantine restrictions. 

But whSe it is admitted that medical opinion and medi- 
cal names of high authority have been primarily responsible 
for the nature and general application of Quarantine laws 
in civilized countries, we have abounding evidence of the 
&ct that in moat American ports, and especially in the port 
of New York, tH that is evil, inconsistent, or insufficient in 
our pro visions and regulations of Quarantine, arises, not from 
any just interpretation of medical opinions, or from a strict 
application of medical facta, but mainly from the inSuence 
and agency of partisan political interesla that would reck- 
leasly subddbe every department of the public service to 
mercenary and selfiah ends. Therefore in the efforts required 
to secure practical improvements in our Quarantine laws it 
must be borne in mind that partisan and selfish interasta — 
not medical opinions and scientific feels — oppose (he reforms 
which commerce and the public convenience demand. Let 
it also be borne in mind Siat, practically, the vexed quasUona 
of contagion and infection, and all the nice distinctions of 
definition upon which " doctors differ," ought really to have 
little influence in determining the nature and applications 
of Quarantine regulations. The eilemal sanitary regula- 
tions of cities, whether in the nature of Quarantine reatrio- 
tiona, or otherwise, should embrace, first, a system of rvltg 
and mMTwfor insuring thorough elatrdineu, ventilation, or 
disinfection, in reference to erery eioticsource of contami- 
nation and disease; second, suitable means for insuring 
the proper hygienic supervision and care of every disease 
that migtt not safely be intrusted to the care of the depart- 
ment of internal health in each city. AJl well informed 
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phyacians admit the fact that the propagadng cauK •/ 
any malady which is capable of being r^rodnced or pi»- 
pagated by the bodies of the sidi, as m Iha exanthe- 
mata, or from a primary terrestrial and atmospheric infec- 
tion, as in the case of yellow fever, is liable to be localiud 
or rendered pecnliariy active by certain contingent condi- 
tions which it is the proper dutyof sanitary laws to prernit 
or remove. Thus it is conceded that both tbe proximate 
causes and the localizing or determining condilioos of pesti- 
lential infection should be e&ectuaDy restricted in their KtioD, 
so far as such causes and conditions are subject lo homtB 
oontrul. Tbe taiarrait sanitary defences necesnry (or this 
purpose, constitute tbe only provisions and resliictieDS that 
can ever be reasonably required in tbe nature of QuaraDttDt 
And DO argument is needed to show that if rxfemal rettric- 
tjons, and fecial provisions in the nature of Quarantine, ire 
required for insuring the protection of the public hetllhin 
commercial cities, there likewise exist still wdghiicr reuDU 
for correspondingly efficient inlenud regulations for the 
preservation of sQch dtics from tbe domestic andlocsliiii^ 
conditions of insalubrity ; for there are many diseases tbu id 
themselves are not essentially contagions or necessarily cem- 
municable, which may become both infectkmsandeiHdetiiic 
by means of the locating i^ncy of domiciliary and nmiu- 
dpal filth, personal uncleanliness, or the mepbiiic air of 
overcrowded and unventjiated ships. 

A distinguished medical authority, writing sixty jnn 
ago of the system of Quarantine adt^ted to the AllMtic 
ports, justly remarked that"Quarantins should be essentially 
and mainly a ^stem of deattUnti*." Experience and obaer 
vation in all maritime cities have corroborated that state- 
ment, and have at the Ame time demonstrated the import- 
ance of a, more philosophical study and truer compTthen- 
sion of the contingent and localizing conditions concenied 
in the propagation of infectious and tran^>ortable diseues. 
With the single exception of those few maladies whose 
propagation depends soldy npmi atmo^heric or eoemic 
agencies, ever; specific disease is found to depend upon 
certain contingent conditions which are ftr more susceptiUe 
of analysis, delinitJon, and control, than the proximate canae 
or q>eci&c virus of such diseases. For example, we are able lo 
understand and control with great certainty the contingent 
conditions that are required to propagate typhns; bnt the 
exact nature of the typhus poison may for ever elude analy- 
sis, and it will always demand a vigilant eurveitlaoee from 
sanitary officers, so long as it is liable to meet with the cofh 
tingent conditions required fbritsendemio propagation. It 
is true that there ia one fearful malady, yellow fever, wiiidi 
may not always be readily c<HitroUed by artificial rnean^ 
inaamnch as its propagation depend& upcm natural causes 
over whioh mui can exercise but a limited oontrel, except 
it be exotic: yet there ia good reason to believe that 
thorough drainage, cleanhness, and ventilation, wiQ even- 
tually eradicate that pestilential scourge even from its tropi- 
cal habitate. TTntil that desirable result is sttained, some 
restrictions and regulations in the nature of Quarantine, 
against the importation of yellow fever, will be required Jn 
all ports that have a continuous summer temperature of 
from T&° to 90" Fabr., and which bdd commercial comnnt- 
nication with infeoted places, by q>eedy transit through 
regions of a similar high temperature. 

As it is designed by these remarks to show wh^ Qui' 
rantine is, and what it should be, we will at this point la; 
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down the following propoeitiom u the bosis of sUtementa 
and auggesUonfl we would make upon this subject : 

1. The extemftl sftuttary defences of citiea should provide 
ample mesne for controUing all sources of exotic infection ; 
but, DDlea the pablic nfet^ demands, should not exclude 
persons from the [vivilegea and freedom enjojedb; dtiiens 
of such cities. 

2. The principal duty of Quarantine officere should be to 
enforce laws relating to the cleanliness of vessels and pas- 
Bengers, and to control all the imported or exotic causes of 
iuiactioa. And tha main provisioDS of a QuBrantine esta- 
blishment should be made with special reference to the speedy 
and thorough inspection, cleaneing, and diunfection of all 
transportable causes of pestilential contamination. 

3. The external sanitary regulations should be in perfect 
faannony with, and should constitute a part of the general 
sanitary system of the city they are deugned to pro- 
tect. 

4. Laws and regulations in the nature- of Quarantine 
ehould be bo framed and administered as not untiecaiarSy 
to embarrass commercial transactions or restrict the liberty 
of persona; therefore, while State laws should determine 
the principles of Quarantine administration, and should also 
prescribe the proper prophylactic requirements at porta of 
departure, etc, the details of the regulationa — their varia- 
tion, suspension, enforcement, and special application, should 
be committed to a competent board of heallb, who should 
be amenable to the highest authorities of State for the 
proper execution of the trust 

In re^>ect to (be first of the foregoing propodtions, it may 
jnslly be aserted that no existing system of Quarantine 
defences has provided the proper means for controlling the 
imparted caueee of infectious diseases. And none ot our 
American cities are so utterly destitute of the essential 
means for controUing the actud sources of exotic infection 
as tha port of New Tork, and we know of no other Qua- 
rantine system that is so liable to gross abuses and impou- 
tiona. American laws relating to Quarantine mainly pre- 
M^be the detention and delay of vessels and passeDgera at 
a distant anchorage, but provide no rational or rdiaUe 
means for expeditious purification. The existing regula- 
tions are burdensome to commerce. Both merchants and 
travellers often and justly complain that Quarantine regu- 
lationB interfere unnecessarily with thnr rights and inte- 
rests, without any adequate pubUc advantage; while the 
best medical authorities declare, " that no existing ^stem 
of Quarantine can be esteemed correct, in theory, or as cal- 
culated to secure beneficial results in practice." But con- 
fronting this testimony, which was uttered by a disinte- 
rested committee of tbe National Quarantine Convention, 
we have the volunteered aaaertion of a recent incumbeut 
(tf the Health Office, that " the New Tork Quarantine sys- 
tem is perfect, ita laws and regnlationa not requiring the 
crosung of a (, or the dotting of an i." For the peculiar 
purposes to which that notorious official applied the system 
it was certainly too well ad^tled; and If its discretionary 
powers are not at present applied to all the ills that flesh 
is heir to, and to ships and cargoes that need no quarantine 
restraints, it is simply because Dr. Qjnm is an honest health 
officer, and finds it as conducive to the pubUc welfare, as it 
a congenial to bis principles and babils of personal and pro- 
fessional integrity, to throw no unnecessary restricli<Hia 
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being demonstrate, at this great entrepot of com- 



TINE. if.pi«.i8io. 207 

merce, how safely all the restrictions of Quarantine, except- 
ing only, those incident to faithful inspection, may be dis- 
pensed with during healthy years and cool summers. The 
duties of intpection are now performed with the greatest 
promptness and fidelity, but if the sickness of former years 
were to revisit our shipping, the health officer would find 
himself sorely embarrassed, and the public health would be 
seriously jeoparded ; for typhus p<nson, and the pent up 
pestilence of yellow fever, when accumulated at the same 
time in scores of infected vessels, would find neither shel- 
ter nor warehouses and docks at tbe Quarantine station- 
Providence mercifully withholds the occasion for better pro- 
viNons to protect from imported diseases, but true wisdom 
dictates tbe duty of providing such means for protection, as 
will at once guard tbe sanitary and the commercial tnt«- 
rcsts of New York from the disasters which would inevita- 
bly result from the introduction and ^read of those exotic 
infections to which this great entrepot of tbe world's com- 
merce is BO peculiarly exposed. 

For nearly four years past the State Commissioners for the 
Removal of the Quarantine Station have been endeavoring 
to find how and whiOier the Station is to be removed ; and 
from the first the legislative provisions for that important 
commission have been just suffici^il to compel them to 
leave the great object of Iheir appointment unattained and 
untouched ; while, in making temporary provi^ons for the 
tick, the State has been compelled to expend upwards of one 
hundred thousand dollars. But, up to the present hour, no 
provisions have been made for enabling the health officer 
to discharge bis duty. There ia not a dock, nor a ware- 
bouse, nor even a floating hulk, at the service of his 
responsible department, for enfortung deanlinees and purifi- 
catioa A floating hospital has done good service, and seems 
destined to aid in securing a radical ref<>rm of many mis- 
conceptions and abuses; but the hospital ship is available 
only for the care of yellow fever patients and their clothing 
— and for that it serves its purpose admirably. 

It now appears to be plainly the duty of tiie Legislature 
to institute proper measures for providing quarantine docks 
and warehouses, and also for properly distributing the sick 
that may not be entitled to care in tbe Floating Hosint^ 
But let not the former cumbrous and faulty system be 
re-eslablished. The manner in which the old syslem ter- 
mJQaled, and the sentiment of all classes of ciliaens since 
the conflagration of the old establishment, furnish impres- 
sive evidence that Thompeonian specifics against pestileiuw 
are not dedred by the people. The demand now ia for a 
system that will afford true protection without unnecessary 
rCHtrictionsj and without temptations to imposition and 
abuse. Science and commerce unite in this demand. 

The fact having been admitted in the counsels of four 
SDOcessive National Conventions, that all existing systems 
of Quarantine are insufficient, inappropriate, and needlessly 
burdensome, it is lo bo hoped that the necessity which 
now demands a reformatory ro-oi^aniwUion of the Exter- 
nal Sanitary Defences of the prindpal city of tbe Western 
Continent will secure the adoption of a system that will 
serve as a model for other commenaal cities. And let the 
bet be borne in mind by the medical profession, that in tbe 
present age of progress and enterprise, no system of Qua- 
rantine will be tolerated which places prohilwtory or need- 
lesdy burdensome restrictions on commerce and travel. 
Eve« fi)r protection against the importatitw of Yellow 
Fever, our profession must devise bettetfaiid tnoM^ltajn 



means Uiaa m embargo on commerce, like that which has 
been advocated by eomeofourbretbren in Charleston. With 
deep interest we have watched the progress of the plansforim- 
proveraent which have for four years been maturing in the 
councils of the Natioiud Sanitary and Quarantine Conven- 
tion, and we now feel prepared to advocate and endorse tlie 
propomlJona of the final Report upon a Quarantine Code oa 
adopted at the recent session of the ConTention in Boston. 
The relations of that Code and its plan of operationjn 
connexion with the improvement of municipal sanitary 
government generally, aa suggested in the third and fourth 
propositions of this article, will be considered in a future 
number. And in all our remarks on this subject, we desire 
to impress the hot, that upon the medical profession rests 
the responsibility of proposing and eosuring the much- 
needed improvement of bo\h the External and Internal 
Sanitary Defences of towns and cities. 

THE WEEK. 
The Ambrican Phabhackctical Absooiaijom, in the spirit 
of true lovers of science and bithfui promoters of human 
wellare, have just closed an eventful session in this city. 
'Kie members of that body have left an abiding impres- 
don of the importance and nti^itude of the work that 
called the Association into existence; and, not least among 
the influenccsexertedby them, is that of dignified, unselfish, 
and ennobling fraternity between their own aod the medical 
profession. The spirit and labors of their committees, and 
the elevating sentiments of such gentlemen as Messrs. Col- 
oord, Squibb, Coggeshall, and Parridi, cannot fail to pro- 
duce perennial fruits of purity, dignity, honor, philanthro- 
py, and good will, in the important profession to which 
those excellent men bdong. Many of the reports of com- 
mittees, as welt as the voluntary papers presented, are, like 
those of former years, full of practical interest and value. 
We hail the worka and the spirit of this Association as an 
omen of abetter day, when the exact vahie and use of the 
materia medica and pharmaceutic art will be property and 
popularly understood ; and when it will not be repeated 
from high places, that "if the whole materia medica, as 
notf> vaed (and nou> prepared) could be sunk to the bottom 
of the sea, it would be all the better for mankind, and all 
the worse for the fishes." While we see pharmacieus 
thus striving to give the greatest pOMible purity and relia- 
bility to the armantnlarium nMKcortun, it becomes us, as the 
skilled engineers who are to use the weapons thus skilfally 
forged for our use against disease, so to teach, and bo to 
practise, as to encourage and permit only the most conser- 
vative use of drugs. It is against disease, and for the pre- 
servation of life, that legitimate medicine w^es its warfare. 

The Board of Rboskts of the Michigan University have 
just issued their Annual Report It is principally occupied 
with a detail of its management during the past year; but 
some interesting facta relating to the medical department 
may be gleftned. We need scarcely state that the Uni- 
veraity of Hit^gan is in every respect a State institation, 
being governed by a Board elected by the people, and the 
teachers, receiving regular salaries, have no voice in ita 
government It has three Departments — Medicine, Law, 
and Science, Literature and the Arts ; the total number 
of students being 519. In the Department of Medicine 
there are nine teachenand 164 students, of whom 19 were 
gradoated. In discussing the character of the Univerwty, 
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and its future career, the Regents entertain the moat libenl 
and elevated views. They say : 

"As a University, our great miaaon is lo promote the 
cultivation of science to the widest extent and in the most 
thorough manner, in all our departments. We are not io 
receive our standard from institutions where the pecaniiry 
considerations Involved in a large number of atudeolidL-- 
termine the course of instruction. Nor in any ricparUnent 
Me we to sacrifice the interests of learning, the nonor ot 
the University, and the public good, to private con^era- 
tions. In filhng vacant chairs, we are to seek for the best 
men. In inquiring what improvements can be made, we 
are to keep steadily in view the real purposes for whidi 
the University has been established and endowed. Our 
tliree deparlrafnls may thus be developed more and more 
on a genuine and solid basis - and in the end we shall reap 
our reward. The history of all institutions of learning, 
both abroad and at home, proves most conduiivdy tlin 
great truth, that those institutions which have ditwD 
together the most eminent men as professors, and have 
pursued the most thorough methods of instructiwi, hut 
acquired the widest and most enduring reputation, and 
have been firequented by the lai^st numbers. 

• • • " ^g have laid a fair foundation in Micbigin ; vt* 
have reached a developmrat which encourages fiirtbet 
efibrts. What a distinition we should achieve if, on tbe 
wave of this public sentiment, we were to lead the wav, 
and. first of ail the institutions of our country, reach ite 
elevation of a true Universi^ !" 

We are especially gratified to find a body of laymen, ran- 
trolling the destinies of a young and vigorous iosiitutioa of 
learning, putting forward such rational opinions of tbe 
medical profession as follow : 

" An illiterate clergyman, by his practical acquaintaoM 
with the simple gospel, may be a minister of mercy to the 
poor, and may even instruct the wise. In law, amid vari- 
ous grades of practice, there may be some which do not 
require high talent or exteONve learning. But in tbe 
medical profession there are no grades that admit of igno- 
rance and unskil fulness. No profession demands such a iride 
range of sdenceand such consummate skill, and everjr prac- 
titioner here meets with the same cases and is subject to 
the same demands n|>on his knowledge, his art, ud Ihs 
experience. * • * Sciolists in medicine we more dan^ecm 
than in any other profession, for all physicians deal wiihtte 
same subjects, and in their practice may invade life instead 
of merely affecting modes of faith and worship or eodsDgff- 
ing property," 

The following just reflections upon our medical scbooh 
we cannot forbear quoting: — ■ 

"Most of the medical schools, although incorponted, an 
of the nature of private enlerpRses. Some, periiapt^an 
undertaken to aid the private practice of the proMmn. 
Others certainly prove very profitable in .» pecuniary way. 
Their influence nas been rather to lower than to elevat* 
the standard of medical attainment, and to introduce into 
the profcsMon, under the most honorable tide of Doctor rf 
Metficine, many ignorant and incompetent men. A low 
standard of profession^ attainment, thus created in our 
country, forms a formidable obstacle to all attempts lo ae- 
vate the schools. .... As yet in our country oW 
medical schools have been very much of the same charac- 
ter ; and the experiment remains to he fully tried of placinS 
a school of a lolly standard in competition with tbe ordi- 
nary schools. Our own medical schotd ha« made MUie 
worthy improvements, and surely, as &r as tbe experimen' 
hu gone, has no reason for dIscouragemeDt" 

The regular term of study in the medical department ia 
now six months, but the Regents are already ooosidetiiig 
the propriety of iWlowing out li»e reoommondation* of tbe 
Committee on Medical Education of the American Medi«l 
Association, and extending the terw lo P\<^-^*f 0*1^ 
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Tbans&ctions or the Msdicjo. akd Pbtbioal Sooiett of 
BoKB&T. No JV. New Series. For the 7ews 1857 
BodlSSS. Borob»7: 1859. pp. 313. 
The troDsactiona of this Society form an interesting series 
of Tolumes oq the diseases of ladia. Thej have also added 
much to our knowledge of Uie physical sciences of Uiat 
tcmot« region, its flora and fouEia. The present number con- 
tainsalarg«numberof papers on the topograph; of different 
diatrictfi, and reports upon the diseases of the British troops 
at their general stations. There are also several interesting 
surgical papers scattered through the volume. Dr. Balliii- 
gali reports several cases of etephaotiaHS of the scrotum 
abated successfully by excision of the diseased skin ; a case 
of perineal section, and a case of femoral aneurism suc- 
cessfally treated by pressure. Two reporta on coup-de- 
aoleil present some facts and suggestions worthy the atten- 
tion of army surgeons. In one regiment, averaging 417 
men, 89 cases of sunstroke occurred, of which 26 died. 
The causes of these attacks are thus stated by the committee 
of investigation : 

" Excessive heal^ ttspe^iUj if conjoined with a dry state 
of atmosphere; direct exporare to the sun, particularly if 
conjoined with laborious duties, or attended by fatigue and 
ezlutnstion caused by previous exertion ; insufficient sleep 
or natural rest, eqiecially if for any prolonged period, or 
combined with inordinate labor ; duties under circumstances 
involving undue exposure to the sun, as for example- 
parades at t«) late an hour in the morning or at too earlv 
an hour in the afternoon. To these may be added^rowa- 
ias men in tenta or barracks — want of water and reason- 
able comforts — together with excesses of any kind — as 
well as any cause, mental or bodilv, which tends to depress 
or exhaust the nervous energies of tlie system." 

Dr. Simpson, sui^eon to the regiment, gives the following 
detail of symptoms : 

" The following symptoms were invariably present: — an 
intensely hot, dry akin, which lasted till even aJler death 
in those that died within twelve or sixteen hours; asenseof 
constiiction of the chest and labored breathing, withafeeling 
of a heavy weight just below the ensiform cartilage. Great 
prostration of strength, accompanied very frequently with 
mabiUty to answer questions without weeping (the strongest 
and most robust were not exempt from theae symptoms) ; 
ft tumultuous action of the heart, with strong pulsation of 
thecarotids; pulse varied much, but was never full and hard; 
headache referred more particularly to the summit of the 
head, conjunctiva injected, pupils acted to the stimulus of 
light, unless during convulsions, or during the staee of coma, 
when they were fixed and contracted. In several instances, 
however, they became suddenly dilated for a few minutes, 
after being fixed and contracted to a point Countenance 



rally costive, though several cases occurred the bowels 
being quite natur^ in every respect There was also a 
gre*t desire to sleep, so much so that if not checked at fiist, 
It paaaed into coma, which almost invariably terminated in 
death. Loud moaaing during the stj^e or coma was also 
invariably present. Death either occurred from convuMoDs, 
most frequency of an epil^lic character, or from coma. 
The symptoms, however, vaned acoording to the severity 
of the attack, and the constitution or temperament of the 



HvVH. BtfLM,tm. 209 

patient Death sometimes occurred almost instantaneously. 
One man just before arriving in camp at Bands (the regi- 
ment did not arrive on the encamping ground this daj^ 12th 
May, till after noon, and the thermometer was 120 Fah. 
in flie tents), after a march of over 20 miles, fell down in 
the rahks, uttered a shriek, and expired in a few minutes. 
A man at Koonch, betbre the engagement with the rebels 
took place, fell asleep for a abort lime during a halt that 
occurred ^the sun being fully two hours above the horieon), 
and on being roused up answered questions witli difficulty, 
and he Imd lost the use of bis liniW. Others again were 
seized with maniac&l symptonis : a man at Calpee made a 
rush at the Hospital Bheestie and tore the museuck from 
him, and on remonstrating with him I remarked he was 

3uite deranged in his mino! After getting some water to 
rink (which he swallowed in a painfully ravenous man- 
ner), and having a quantity poured over his head and body 
from a height, he bccanie quiet, and shed tears abundantly. 
Others again smiled and laughed (unnaturally) at one time, 
and at another became excited and alarmed. If spoken to, 
and any attempt at deglutition brought on convulsions, In 
ahort^ some pf the coses presented symptoms of apoplexy, 
some of epilepsy, mniiia, and hysteria. The disease under 
consideration, when of a fcverc character, more closely 
reseifLbles apoplexy or epilepsy (which often merges into 
apoplexy) than any other disease I am acquainted with. In 
many of the cases that came under my care, genuine epilep- 
tic convulsions ensued, lasting from six to ten minutes, with 
intervals of variable duration of perfect cousciousness and 
rest During the stage of coma the pupils were fixed and 
contracfedj and the conjunctlvfe injected, and there was 
loud moaning till a few minutes previous to dissolution tak- 
ing [dace, which last symptom, h«wever, 1 have never heard 
in pure cases of apoplexy that have come under my observa- 

The post-mortem appearances shoved congeatioos of th* 
brain, liver, and lungs. The treatment pursued aimed to 
arouse the nervous system by dashing cold water over the 
face and chest, mustard cataplasms, stimulating enemata, 
brandy, ammonia, etc 

Another surgeon, J. F. Sixaker, reports a similar treat- 
ment as far the most successful: 

" The moment a patient came in, he was stripped, and 
the contents of a mussuck of water poured over his head 
and chest, especially the latt«r, from as great a height as 
pos^ble, great care being taken that (he wat«r did not get 
into the mouth, for the epiglottis was not usually in a very 
active state. The first enect of this was to start and rouse 
the patient, next to diminish the intense beat of skin, and 
graduaJly to stop the bounding arterial throb. Gknerally 
the force of the circulation was so rapidly checked, that not 
even the contents of one mussuck could be borne, and &e 
douche had to be stopped; hence the necessity of a most 
careful observation ol^the pulse the whole time; tbedouche 
had to be repeated, however, very soon, for the heat and 
throbbing quickly recommence and spread, and would gra- 
dually recover Iheir former pitch, if not checked from time 
to time. The legs were kept immersed during the same 
period in the hottest bearable water, and, at the eariiest 
opportunity, fifteen grains of calomel and one or two drops 
of crotonoLl placed on the back of the tongue. In one very 
bad case the douche had to be kept up, uninterruptedly, for 
several hours, the man having been brought in late, and 
when 1 arrived lo see him was quite insensible and breath- 
ing stertorously. I observed that on the first dash of the 
water he gave a start, but again relapsed. Tliis I believe 
is a favorable prognostic symptom, for 1 hod the satisfaction 
of seeing the man recover ; he was ill, however, with great 
tendency to head sympioms for a long time." 

The appendix contains reports of a number of interesting 
cases, among which we notice « case of succeasfiil excision 
of the knee-joint. , - . 
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Tab FvaiarLEa amp Fraotiob or Modbbm Sobokbt. By 
HoBKT DsotTT. A new and reriaed American, from the 
eighth and improved IxindtMi edition. With four hundred 
uid thirty-two illnatraUoDB. Phi1adelphi»: BUndiard A 
lea. 1860. pp.695. 
As a handbook or practical surgery, thia work haa from its 
Brat iMue eiyoyed a remarkabla popularity with the geMial 
praetitioner and medical student. It embraces aD the well 
eatabliahed facta in sui^cal science, with concise but defi- 
nite rules for their application to practice. The succeaBive 
editiooa have been judiciously revised, and enlarged by 
such additional facta as scieatJflc research haa deve- 
loped. The present edition contains all the more recently 
established principles in the practice of surgery, and aa a 
whole preeenta a 6ir record of the present state of sui^cal 
sdencfi and art 

Ox Tn THioaT axd Fuonoi op MiDwvnrr. By Flbet- 
wooD Cbdrchill, M.D., with additions by D. Francis 
Condie, M.D. With one hundred and ninety-four illus- 
trations. A new American, from ibe fourth corrected 
and enlar^d English edition. Philadelphia : Blanchard 
& Lea. 1860. pp. 655. 
Tbib edition gives evidence of a searching revision by the 
author, and now ^peant aa one of our most complete and 
reliable manuals on pncticil obstetrics. The work is 
enlarged by the additjon of the author's essays on " Ob- 
stetric UoraUty" and " Qualifications and Dutiea of the 
Uonthly Nurse." 
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INFANTILE PATHOLOGY AND THERAPEU- 
TICS. 
Br A. JiooBi, U.D. 
On jSipuuiI IttfCmHU Paralytu (Spirtale Kinderlahmung). 
By Jacob t. Hirei. (Ztatile AuJIage. Mil 14 Thftin. 
i^tttgart, 1860. pp. 204,)— Dr. Heine's book on Spinal 
Infentjle Paralyss ("essential paralysis") is, properly speak- 
ing, another ediliou of the same autJior a " Observations on 
Paralytic AEfections of the Lower Extremities and their 
Treatment," published in 1840; but the number of cases 
reported, and the increase in oWrvations and pathological 
investigations, is such as to justify both the change of the 
title, and the altered appearance of the work in general It 
is but justice to the (ielebrated writer who is universally 
acknowledged as priecipal authority on the subject of 
infantile paralyais, to cotomenee by giving hia views as fiiUy 
and concisely aa our space will admit. 

Essential or infantile paralysis runs its course in two 
stages, the first of which is sudden in its appearance. It 
has generally a verr mild character, the cuitd showing 
some symptoms of slight fever in the evening, and being 
paralysed when taken up in the morning; sometimes, 
however, it is more serious, the fever being high, conges- 
tion and general irritation, and symptoms of difficult den- 
tition, being present The child is restless, will cry in 
parozysnis, the eyes are half open during sleep ; there is 
BOmeUmes vomiting, diarrhcsa, and the symptoms of rheu- 



of which win sometimes return. After this the child is 
quiet, fatigued, and paralysed. Paralysis mostly affects the 
lower extremities, sometimes nn upper one at the same time ; 



frequently one lower extremity only, withoat any Bflktioii 
of the arms; in some cases paralysis is of so local a nature 
as to aSect vngle muscles only. The urinary bladder ind 
rectum are sometimes debilitated, but never paralysed for 
a longer period. 

The second stage is that of paralysis. Turgor ritalia ii 
diminished, skin and muscles are flabby. SensstioQ little 
or not at all affected. Paralysis of the trunk and arm dis- 
appears gradually, debiUty of the back only r< 
leadine to paralytic scolioas. If the two lower e: 
are affected, one will, in the course of time, recorer lu 
mobility ; sometimes only a number of muscles of the 1^ 
and foot remain paralysed, this resiilt being probably 
brought on by the resorption of exudations. This partiil 
recovery, however, will cease to go on after four or eiriit 
weeks. Then temperature, fat, and muscles diminish, the 
bones decrease in length and thickness. The muscles wiB 
undergo shortening, retraction setting in first in the tends 
Achillis, and producing gradual contraction, and lastly defu- 
miiies, in consequence of repeated attempts at kwomotioD. 
Lateral curvatures of the spinal column are frequent Tb« 
skin assumes a bluish tint; frostbites and ulceratiooa in 
the consequence of the diminished power of eircolstion. 
Bowels often move slowly and insufficiently ; menstruation 
is not affected, and was even observed by Dr. H. in a gill 
twelve years old. Mental and sensory functions are Dever 
affected ; &« diseases of infantile age, and others too tn 
easily overcome : and not unfrequently patients will reach «c 
advanced age : there ia on record the case of a man who 
arrived at me age of forty-nine years. 

The diagnosis Irom cerebral afiection is not very diffleolL 
Wherever there are any cerebral ^mptoms in the ban- 
ning, they will readily disappear in this paralysis. (W 
traction is never observed in the commenoentent, the limte 
are perfectly paralytic, and paralysis talcee place at theMine 
time in all the affected parte ; it has a tendency gradually W 
diminish, but not to progress. Both anus are never aS^cted 
at the same time, nor are the arm and legof thesameside; 
but always either both legi^ or one leg, orone Mm. Affec- 
tion of the trunk is not unfreqneat, and produces paralytic 
KoUosts; in such cases the motory nerves of the lumbar 
ud sacral plexuses ofeitherude, and those whichaaceadOD 
either side of the spinal cord are affected, lliis aftedioD 
ia unilateral in hemiplegia. Where one arm only is para- 
lysed (a rare Occurrence), the affection has its seat in the 
brachial plexus of the same side ; in these esses generally 
all the muscles are affected. Cases of transverse parslyoi 
indeed. Sensation is ' "' 



IS hardly affected, except 
then, too, but slighUj- 



in the very commencement, and then. 
There is no pain in the secondary perioa. 

The decrease is greater than in spastic cerebral hemiltts- 
gis or paralytic kyphosis ; it diminishes from the centre to tlw 
periphery, and haa been observed to be as low is siltT-tbw* 
and a half degrees. Motion, nervous influence, ana d«»- 
lation are certainly diminished, and thus the dinunuUoQ of 
temperature is readily* explained. Arteries and veins ban 
been found smaller, and lo such a degree thia diminution in 
sixe and lumen may extend, that Hutin has a csss in 
which a number of smaller bloodvessels had entirely dieap- 
pearod. ^^ 

The diagnoris ftom wasting palsy (alrqphit matcww* 
progrtatue, Cniveilhier) ie given by the fact, that m wasaog 
palsy atrophy is the primary injury of which paralyas >* 
the natural consequence, whereas in infcntile PI^7?*J5^ 
palsy is primary, being brought on by diminution of bow 
nervous influence and circulation of the blood. 

Deformities, in the course of infimtile paralyM, *> J*" 
take place except after a i^we of two or three jfears, and aB« 
repeated attempts at looomotion ; whereas, in cerebral M^ 
spastio hemiplegia, strong contrwtions of the bealUij 
muscles set in from the commencement, with subsequeoi 
deformities. These are : 1. Pes equinus, from contraoOon oi 
the tendo Achillis ; 2. Pes varus, from contraction of JM 
tendo Achillis, with contemporaneous paralyw* "' ^ 
peronei; 3, Pes valgua, from contraction of 'he ^^ 
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Achiltia, with paraljsla of tlie tibialis audcus and posticus ; 
4. Pes calcaoeus, from paraljsia of the tendo Achnliii, etc. ; 
5) CoatractiooB of Che knee and hip joints, from paralysis 
of the extensor muscles. In the kind of pes varus alluded 
to, the deformity is the conBequcnce of the paralysis of 
some «ii^e muscles which have lost the power of reacting 
on galvanic influence (always unaltered ia cerebral sad 
spastic contraction); further, (he ligaments of the ankle- 
joint are very loose and flabby, to £uch an extent that the 
foot is very apt to turn upwards or downwards ; whereas 
congenita] pes varus never shows this abnormity. It must, 
however, not be foi^otten that all the deformities may be 
found occasionally in one individual Wherever the para- 
IvMs affects an upper extremity, it is generally complete; 
thus contractions and consecutive deformities are out of the 
question. The paralysed arm, however, is apt to increase 
in length from hanging downwards. Nevertheless, the arm 
has been found shortened by one to two inches, the lower 
extremity by two to siiinches, the bones sbaring throughout 
the tate of the eofl parts; even the patella has been dimi- 
nished in sise one-third. All the epiphyses, protuberances, 
and the pelvis, take part in the general lack of development. 
This fact coincides with lie esperimenta of Prof Schiff, of 
Berne, Switzerland, showing that the bones become atro- 
phied, in dogs, after the nerves have been cut; the liga- 
ments t>ecome loose and flaccid. 

There is a larue amount of calcareous matter contuned 
in the urine at ue time when the muscles undergo a rapid 
process of atrophy. Dr. H. declares to have no personal 
knowledge of this fact, as he did not examine the urine at 
theproper time. 

The number of cases of infantile paralysis recorded by 
Dr. H. amounts to 192. Of these, 158 were such as he 
comprehends under the name of spinal infantile paralyus. 
Of these were cases of Paraplegia, 37 — males, 17 ; females, 
20. Bemiplegia, 34— males, 18; females, 16. Putial 
paralysis, 84 — males, 44 ; females, 40. Paralysis of one 
arm was observed in two oases; it was very intense, not 
complicated with paralysis of the lower extremities, and 
resisted every attempt at a cure. Paralytic lordosis was 
observed in one esse. The etiology of infantile paralysis 
is best shown, in Dr. H.'s opinion, by the, time in which 
the majoritv of cases occur, viz. the second and third half 
year. In this period the nervous system undergoes a con- 
siderable development, and therefore a great tendency to 
alterations readily explained. Dentition, acute and chronic 
exanthems, hyperemic affections, congestion and irritation, 
-meningitis, exudative processes, are mostly observed about 
this time. Frequently just such children are affected as 
show the most prominent symptoms of perfect health and 
a good constitution. The main symptoms of the first 
stage of the disease are fever ; high temperature ; tendency 
to fright; convulsions ; dentition ; and sometimes a pain along 
or on some part of the vertebral column. The feverish 
and exudative character of the malady is (hrther shown 
by the foct, that a partial recovery may take place in the 
commencement of the trouble, which will cease' to go on at 
a later period. 

Dr. B. has seen some cases of rheumatic paralysis which 
oould be mistaken for infimtile paralysis; but they are very 
rare. After the paralysis hM become the only symptom of 
the disease, vie. in the second stage, the diagnotns from cere- 
bial affection is given hr a number of secondary symptoms : 
— 1. Entir* integrity of the cerebral functions. 2, Entire 
absence of galvanic irritabiUty in the paralysed limb. 
3. Paralysis follows immediately on the general and local 
morbid symptoms of the flrst onset. 4. Paralysis is fre- 
quently observed in both of the lower extremities, and 
localized in them ; hemiplegia being frequently but the 
remainder of paraplegia. 6. Paralysis is of a veiy intense 
nature. The subsequent curvature of the spine has a de- 
cidedly potaljrtic character. 6. Atrophy and decrease of 
temperature is more remarkable than in paralysis following 
on cerebral affections. Prof. Budge has found both syrop- 
loms remarkably strong in animals after he cut their ^ines. 



7. Paralysis of one arm, which has sometimes been ob- 
served with similar symptomsl was proved by post-mortem 
examinations to be brought on, not by cerebral afiection, 
but by a hypenemic condition of the verv part of the 
spine from which the brachial pleins takes its origin. 

8. Local paralysis, with entire loss of the power of stand- 
ing, has always and universally been ascribed to a disease 
of the spine. In&ntile paralysis, as such, Dr. H. declares 
to be incurable. At all events, this fact would prove » 
great difference from paralysis excited by peripheric causes. 

A merely superficial examination shows that the seat of 
the alteration must be deep and centraL The gtey 8ub- 
stance of the spine is very hypertemic even under normal 
circamstances. Thus it is no wonder that partial le«onH 
should be frequent. A lesion of the spine as a whole is 
very rare ; but Prof. Schiff has proved by experiments that 
complete paralysis may follow on the alteration of a limitMl 
part of the m^ullory substance. Gknerally a lesion of the 
right side of the spine will produce a parriysis of the right 
limb, and vice versA. Sensation may be unaffected, a cir- 
cular pain being felt only in cases of mere compression of 
the spine by dilatation of the blood-vessels and exudation, 
or by diseases of tlie meningea. Sensation may be unal- 
tered, witliont even this circular pain, in cases wheve the 
anterior lateral parts of the q>ine are diseased. It wilt be 
totally lost, but the (unotion of touching kept, in diaeasM 
of the anterior parts and the whole of Uie grey substance. 
Paralysis may oe partial in casea with slight and very 
limited affections of the ^ine. 

As infantile paraly^ has no tendency in itself to ter- 
minate fatally, there are naturally but a few post-moftem 
examinations on record. A very general result was atro- 
phy of the limbs, eq>ecially of the muscles, and their 
degeneration into adipose^ or in one case, cellular tissue. 
Nerves and arteries require a longer time and have leM 
tendency to become atrophied, but they have been found so. 
Even the grey subetanoe of the apine is sometimes greaUy 
diminished in volume. 

The treatment has to differ aceording to the st^e. As to 
the first stage, treatment comes generaffy too late ; wherever 
it is timely, antiphlogistic measures ore to be resorted to. 
Leeches and cold applied to head and spine j flying veeiea- 
tories to the spine, particularly over the region of the bra- 
chial and lumbar plexuses; lancing ofthe gums, if necessaiT; 
and calomel, in tiie beginning in large, and later in smaller 
doses. In the second stage, the entire or partial recovery 
(the former being exceedingly rare) d^>endB on the nature 
of the case : on the amount of moving power remmning ; 
on the duration of the disease; the degree of atrophy ; we 
age of the patient, and his perseverance in follovving up the 
requisites of a rationtd cure. The indications are Uiese : — 
1. To bring on resorption of the extravasation or exuda- 
tion ; compressing the spine; flying vesicotoriea, or cro- 
ton oil applied locally ; iodide of potassiuiB and cod- 
liver oil internally ; and salt baths. 2. To remove the para- 
lyus symptomatically : Administration of nux vomicft, two 
daily dosesoT one-sixteenth toone-dxth grains of strychnia 
(at the same time one-fourUi of a grain endermatically), 
until electric movements of the hmbs oreproduced, and wain 
after these symptoms have subsided. Embrooation of alco- 
holic remedies; caustic ammonia; mustard; sea baths. In 
Bcroftilous individuals, sea baths, iodide of iron, cod-lirer 
oil, nutritious diet. 3. To remove the muscular atrophy : 
Stimulant baths: salt baths; animal baths; frictions; gym- 
nastic exercise; local bradizati on afler Duchenne's method. 
4. To prevent deformities or to remove contractions : Me- 
chanical appliances for standing and walking: indis rubber 
bandages' emollient sslves; oil; apparatus for extension; 
Scarpa's shoe ; tenotomy; supporting wparatus; kneading; 
ftictions. Local use of electricity is of litUe or no use, as, 
in the majority of cases, no reaction at all is observed. 
Junod's apparatus will increase, momentarily, turgee- 
cence and temperature, without, however, having a con- 
tinuous effect The general constitution is to be supported 
by quinine, iron, proper diet, and baths ; and several of 
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« and ^>pliaDces have to be combined, id many 
CMcA, in order to produce a aufficieiit, if anj, effecL 

l^e preceding pages are the short and concise abstract 
of the principal pointx contuned in the valuable work of 
Dr. Ton Heine. We dare say that the author, who has 
always been considered as the first authority on his subject, 
has by this work dune justice and added to his reputation; 
nevertheless we feel bound, while admiring hkB industry, 
knowledge, and talent, to make some remarks concerning 
some single statements made by him. First, we think 
bis manner of ascribing to dentition so much power in 
producing spinal infantile paralysis, as somewhat anti- 
quated; uor do we any more agree with his recommenda- 
tion of those old fogy animal baths, which have no other 
preference to any other means of applying warmth except 
greatly more iaconrenienL Further, in our opinion the 
author hmita his subjeot a Uttle too much. If he had writ- 
ten on those incurable coses of infantile paralysis which are 
produced by " spinal diseases," be could not have been 
raore rigorous in excluding both those cases which are the 
oonsequences of the same pathological procesa iu some 
other place, say in the medulla oblongata, and their cura- 
bility. We do not see why the spinal paralysis alone should 
b«ar the name and represent the infantile paralysis, the less 
as the process of resorption of exudations and apoplexies 
at other plaoes takes the same course as in those cases 
deecribed b^ the author. We have but lately observed the 
ease of a child four years old, whose disease set in with con- 
vulsions and was followed by squinting, and paralysis of the 
3' fht arm and leg. This case would be eiciuded by Dr. 
sine, as ha appears to have made up his mind that hence- 
forth and for ever, no case shall be named infantile pardysis 
except such as has its Beat in or about the spine. We 
see no reason why this should be so, the less as the litera- 
ture on this very subject is young, and a daogerously 
false step ought to, and still can, be avoided. Whatever 
the name may be, however, our readers see, that, really, 
the diagnosis of each cose ought to be made s^arately. 
Inbntile naralysis, " essentia] paralysis," etc, etc, are just 
as little ttie diagnostic names ibr material alterations, and 
justified in being classified among diseases, as "paralysis" 
simple, which is no disease, but a symptom, an altered 
function of a diseased organ. In future times the diagnosis 
of " infoatile paralysis " will be either hypersemia, or exu- 
dation, or extravasation, etc., etc, of the meninges of the 
spine, or oblongata, or oerebrnm, etc, etc We shall be 
enabled to make the more exact anatomical diagnoses 
the more physiology will have done in explaining the func- 
tions of the minute parte of the nervous centres. Great 
progress has already been made, at all events enough to 
enaUe us to' get rid of diagnoses of no meaning and no 
physiological foundation. 

As to the curability of the disease, we do not fully agree 
with the author's view.*, although our indications and 
therapeutics have been no others but those given by him 
from Ae fint to the last Dr, Heine sees his patients in 
hia institution; patients from every part of the' country, of 
every age, etc, who, at last, after having neglected their 
case for ^ears, or alter having been attended for years, and 
proved mourable in the hands of their physicians, go to 
implore the help of a distant specialist. Thus the author 
IB apt to see unhvorable cases only, whereas the average 
number of cases under the observation of general prac- 
titioners is greatly more favorable in regard to the fin^ 
result. In Uie course of six or eight months, or a year, 
we have generally seen, in proportionately fteah coeea^ 
either complete recovery, or such a progress in the generw 
state of health, that we sometimes lost sight of the children, 
being nnable afterwards to learn whether in the course 
of time, and on continuation of the same treatment, the 
symptoms of paralysis were entirely removed or not. We 
add these remarks, without detracting from the truth of 
titose made by Dr. Heine on his cases, for the purpose of 



r^mg continued endeavors to restore the lo 
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NEW YORK ACADEMY OF MEDICINE. 

SECTION ON 8DRGERT. 

Dn. Jaues R. Wood, Preudent, 

BCBKOTtOK or JOINTS. 
KXSECTtOX OP RMK-JOnrr. — RSCOVERT. BT DR. JAMU >. WOOIL 

(CbuMfUMl from. pOf IH.) 
Jdlia LiLET, icL 30, Ireland, single domestic, Urumoue 
constitution, admitted to Bellevue Hospilal, October 2^ 
1859, with synovitis of the left knee-joint. About «i 
weeks before admission patient fell on the sidewalk, etnk- 
ing her lell knee; the joint became soon very much in- 
flamed and swollen from the presence of eSuwon into ita 
cavity. The pain at the time was intense Leeches ud 
wet cups were applied to the affected par^ and the jdBmi- 
mation ^radual^v subsided, leaving the joint ver; modi 
disorganized. The condyles of the femur being v»y nuidi 
expanded, and bony crepitus being distinctly felt on mol- 
ing the joint, the operation of resection was detcimiiKd 
upon. February 4, i860, patient being etheriwd, I cnadek 
semilunar incision from tlie condyles of femur to headd 
tibia. The flap was carefully dissected back ; the crucial %t- 
ments were then divided, the leg flexed upon the lhirii,i 
retiactor placed over- the post, cul de sac, and the cooajlu 
of the femur, with the head of the tibia, were then stvn oAl 
The patel a, being very much diseased, was also removal 
together with the ligamentum patellie and the fibrous lisaue 
around it The superior internal articular artery wu ik 
only vessel tied. The bones were then brought together 
by annealed wire sutures, one being placed at the ouiet 
angle, and the other at Uie inner. The edges of the wound 
were secured by four alvor sutures. The Umb wosplwed 
in a fenestrated tin splint with the foot elevated. The pa- 
tient did very well, and the second day after the opetsuon 
the wound was found to have united by first intenuim, ex- 
cept at its angles. March 8. — Wire removed. Hsrch 3L— 
Limb removed from tin sphnt, and a guttapercha one »|^lied 
instead, when tiie patient was allowed to get up and nalk 
about the word with crutches. The patient was eihibiled 
to the Section, and at that time only a small sinus was kA 
at the superior portion of the knee. This opening hassinc^ 
entirely closed, and the patient is entirely well, with a finn 
union of the femur and tibia. 



Out 1, — Alex. Curry, m\. 23, Ireland, carpenter, of stru- 
mous constitution, was admitted to Bellevue Ho^ital, 
November 18, 1859, with strumous disease of left dbov, 
and carles of the articulating surfaces of the bones, eoterin; 
into the composition of the joint Patient has never been 
ill nntil about three ^ears ago, when he was struck "idi 
a hammer upon the joint, causing swelling of the part. In 
which at first he paid but UtUe attention- About the lat 
of March, 1859, the arm began to feel numb, and he loeiaU 
power of motion of the limb. Acute inflammation sbonlj 
afterwards set up in the^oint, and about the 14thof Jum 
several abscesses formed in the vicinity, which werelradf 
laid open. At date of admission the joint was very far ad- 
vancMi in disanse ; tliere were three sinuses communicatiiig 
with it and the articulating surbces of the bones were 
found to be in a carious condition. November 21, patieoi 
being in a good condition, and being placed under the in- 
fluence of ether, I exsected the joint, by making a letter H 
incision, carefully separating the trlc^js from its insertion 
into the olecranon process, leaving the periosteum asfivMit 
was practicable, and dissecting the flaps back. The olecnDon 
was then cut off with ListoD s fbro^ and the ulnar nerve 
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eniic1eal«d from the notch behind the inner condjle. The 
extensor and flexor muscles of the fore-arm were then se- 
parated from their origins, and the condyles of the humenis 
sawn ofT. Upon further examinatioD the head of the radius 
was found to be diBeased, and was in like manner removed. 
No Teasels were tied. The edges of ihe wound were then 
brought together by entiires and adheaive straps and the 
limb placed upon a hair ciisluon. On the 23d of November 
the edges of the wound had healed by first intention, 
except a email portion on the posterior surface of t)te joint. 
Decembers. — Free suppuration was established within the 
joint; several sinuses Md formed, which were freely laid 
open. December 7. — Pulse 112, elbow very much inflamed; 
poultice applied, and half an ounce of brandy given every 
hour with a sufficient quantity of beef tea. December 21, — 
Pulse 96, and weak ; handB clammy : tengue moist; swelling 
in elbow subsiding; granuUtion of the sinuses assuming a 
more florid and healthy aspect. In the course of the fol- 
lowing week the influnmation subsided, and the wound 
took on a healthy action. Bals. Peru was applied instead 
of the poultice. January 20. — Considerable fibrinous effu- 
«on showed itself around the joint, giving it a distorted 
appearance, and four small sinuses remained. A many- 
tailed bandage was applied around the limb, and the whole 
placed in an angular splint. Passive motion was daily made 
use of. February 20. — The epllnt was removed, and the 
patient directed to hold his ann in a sling. Two small ai- 
nnses remained, which discharged a fluid resembling syno- 
via. The exudation around the elbow soon after rigidly 
disappeared. This patient was also presented, and it was 
found that he could straighten out tlie limb with ease, and 
aJso 1)ring his hand to his mouth. A sinus communicating 
with a necrosed portion of the humerus was all that was 
lefL 

Caie 2. — JoMah Budd, 16 years, New York, of decided 
strumous constitution, was admitted te the Hospital Nov. 
17, 1859, with morbus coxorius of right femur, which had 
been cured by anchylosis. The letl elbow-joint was in- 
volved in extensive- carious disease, and could be explored 
tbrongh numerous 6stulous openinga. After admismon he 
rapidly improved upon a tonic course of treatment. On the 
8th of January I resected the joint, adopting the H incision. 
The wound healed rapidly, and for the most part by the 
first intention. Passive motion was resorted to at the ex- 
piration of two weeks, and on theSOtbof Uarch the patient 
was discharged with the wound entirely closed ; there was 
a very considerable power of flexion and extension of the 
joint, with some rotation. 

dot 3. — William Thompson, Eet. 10 years, of strumous 
diatheeip, applied to mo on the 20th April, 1852, with a 
disease of tne right elbow joint. He was placed under 
tonic treatment, and sent to the seft-shore, returning in 
about a month verv much improved. An H incision was 
made dividing the olecranon with Liston's forceps, then the 
triceps was separated from the olecranon, and in so doing 
u much of the peiiosteum was saved as was possible in 
order that new bone might be deposited. (These expecta- 
tioDS were in a measure realized.) The ulnar nerve was 
then enucleated, then the condyles of Uie humerus were 
carelidly sawn OD, and in like manner the head of the radius 
and ulna. The parts were brought together by sutures and 
adhesive straps, and not a single artery was ligated. The 
lower angles were left open by the introduction of a tent, 
and the limb was placed upon a hair cushion. The wound 
healed kindly, and in the course of afortnight there was but 
' one small sinus remaining from which there was a thin dis- 
charge of pseudo-synovia. Passive motion was resorted to 
with great care, and in the course of two months afterwards, 
the motion of the joint was so much improved, that the 

Eatient could nearly straighten the limb: at the same time, 
e could without any difficult seize hold of his nose with 
his thumb aud foreflnger. He could also Hft with ease 
a pajl containing a gallon of water. 

Ca»e 4. — Patrick Hughes, 14 years of a^, strumous 
habit, applied to me for disease oi the elbow joint on the 



sixth of June, 1856. The tonic course of treatment was 
pursued, and in the course of a few weeks he was in a fit 
condition to resect the joint, I performed the operation in 
the same manner as already stated by the H incision. The 
wound united by first intention except at tlie point of su- 
ture, and at tiie situation of the tent The distdiarKe was 
free for a time, but in the course of three weeks it healed 
entirely. Fas^ve motion was then carefully practised, and 
the patJeut was discharged cured seven weeks after the 
operaUon, with very free motion of tic joint. 

Case 5.^Tbomas Jones, leL 40, a native of N. T., and a 
Stone cutter by trade, applied to me for treatment on the 
20th of April, 1869, with extensive disease of the elbow 
joint. I proposed amputetion, to which he objected, and 
then alter explaining to him the operation for resection, he 
readily consented, having previously understood, tliat the 
operation wsSj under thecircumstances, liable to be attended 
with no benefit -in which case amputetion could be resorted 
to afterwards, I resected the joint by the H incision. The 
patient did very well for something Uke a fortnight, when 
the disease of the sod part^ which was very extensive, as- 
sumed a very formidable character. I then proposed am-- 
putation, which he readily consented to, and recovered. 

In conclusion, Dr. Wood stated that he bad found the per- 
formance of the operation much faciliUled, when Liston's 
forceps was used. He did not see the ueceasity of exposing 
the ulnar nerve, and munteined that it should never \x 
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CjkiHAKiME EiARMS, 30 years of age, single, domestic, 
good constitution, was admitted to the surgical wards of 
Bellevue Hospital, Dec. 9, 1856, ibr injury to the elbow. 
About four years before she fell upon the right elbow, 
causing considerable soreness and severe pain in the joint. 
Inflammatiou followed, and she showed the elbow to a 
physician, who lanced itu three weeks after Ihe injury. 
From this time it continued suppurating till eighteen months 
unce, when, a small piece of bone being removed, the dis- 
charge ceased. The joint now became stifi'. Suppuration 
commenced about six months ago a second time, and last 
summer it was so painful that she was obUged to abandon 
her work entirely. 

On admission the joint was anchyloeed, and the arm 
nearly in the strai^t portion. It was determined to break 
up the anchylosis, and establish passive motion. Accord- 
ingly the patient was placed under the influence of an 
antesthetic, and the anchylosis was readily overcome. The 
arm was nicely adjusted in a splint, with which it was 
intended to keep up passive raoiion, but the joint and 
adjacent parts becanie so much iaflamed tliat it was neoes- 
sary to remove all dressings, and use. evaporating lotions 
and poullicea The arm again Fgraduolly assumed the ex- 
tended position, sinuses formed, which communicated with 
dead bone both above and below the joint, while the elbow 
assumed that peculiar fusiform sliape, indicative of disease 
of the articulation. Still no crepitus could be obtained on 
moving the joint surfaces. Patient was allow-ed an extra diet, 
and the m^ical treatment was tonic, and varied to meet 
the various indications of the case. A consultation approved 
of an explorative Operation and of exsecUon of toe joint, 
should the amount of disease e^K>Bed in the course of the 
operation justify it. 

The operation was performed on the 27tb of May, 1857. 
A crucial incision was made on the posterior put of the 
elbow, and the integument laid back in four flaps, exposing 
the olecranon process. This was found to be diseased, and 
was removed with the forceps. The joint was now exa- 
mined and found also in a carious condition, rendering ex- 
section of the joint imperative. The dissection was care- 
fully continued, the condyles of the humerus were then 
removed by (he chain-saw, and afterwards the head of the 
radius and the upper portion of the ulna on a hne parallel 
with it. Tho ulnar nerve was not seen during the opera- 
tion. The wound was dressed by turning back the four 
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flaps of the integument and uniting them with sutures. 
There was no pain or numbnesa complaioed of in the fin- 
gers after Ihe operatiop. 

I^imrlh day. — Wound united through whole extent by 
firet intention, except at the joint, which has been kept 
open to allow the discharge ; pulae 98, fiiil and Bt^ Patient 
can nearly close her band, and has good use of her little 
and ring finger, and no numbness — showing that the ulnar 
nerve has not been injured during the opernlion ; discharge 
but sli^it, and the erythema subsiding; some little dis- 
charge from the old openings which had communicated 
with the dead bone. 

Jmxe 2. — Tery little inflammatioD around wound, and 
Tery little discharge from it; syrin"ed out with the Labar- 
raqne and water, and kept In Uie sling. Sirth day. — Con- 
tinues doing well, sleeps well ; anodyne of morphine is still 
given at nipit, as patient has been in the habit of taking 
more or less opium to quiet pain. Patient has belter use 
of the forearm than before tlie operation ; discharge from it 
is now less than Ji. in the twenty-four hours; dressed 

Eighth dag. — General healtligood; discharge still con- 
tinues from elbow; no inflammatory swelling about it; 
diechars<e about J i. 

TivelJtA day. — The eSu^on which bad surrounded the 
joints giving the elbow a distorted appearance, has been 
nearly absorbed. The elbow is reduced to its normal size, 
and tne wound united. 

This patient returned lo service, and so perfectly did the 
new articulation answer its purpose that it was lor a long 
time nnknown to Ihe family which she entered that she 
had any imperfection in her arm. 
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To-DAT Professor Syme removed an adipose sarcoma hang- 
ing from the posterior margin of the axilla. It was 
very large; incision being required of fifteen inches extent 
Chloroform is here given very freely on a napkin, loosely 
apipUed to the patient's faca In reply to a question of 
mine. Prof Syme said he bad never seen a falal case from 
chloroform, andthsthe thought all danger incurred in its use 
arose from bad management. In closing the wound he 
used silver sutures, which he remarked he owed America for. 
An epithelial cancer of the lower lip was removed hy an 
oval mciaion with sciaaorB instead of our ordinary V-shaped 
incision, care being taken to unite by suture the skin 
with tbe mucous membrane. I was auriirised to find that 
immediately after the operation, allliougli there was 



aderable loss of tissue, he was able to completely close his 
lips. I am not sure but that it gives less delormity 
V-shaped 



nity than the 



August 14, — Prof. S,, after dissecting up the scrotal in- 
teguments and Joining them with silver sutures over afun- 
guB of the testicle, remarked that he considered it to be a 
mercurial disease. That in certain systems the use of mer- 
cury, which might indeed cure the symptoms for which it 
was used, in the end produced just this state of things. A 
child of six months was brought forwards to be operated 
upon for hare-lip. Prof. S remarked that he did not usually 
operate upon infants of so lender an age, but that in the 
present instance the deformity was so great that he consi- 
dered an early opteration very desirable. He first caught 
the two depending angles of the cleft and the upper lip 
each with a pair of spring forceps. Letting them hang 
down by their own weight, the paring o( Ihe edges was 



rendered easier of accomplishment A piece of wet lint 
was put upon the cut surfaces, and the chud taken away so 
that the bleeding- might cease before the edges were approxi- 
mated. After the performance of another operation, say in 
about twenty minutes, the lint was removed, B):d one hare- 
lip pin being introduced just above the margin of the lip, 
the ed^ were fiirther approximated by (he silver suture. 
A cunoua case of varicose aneurism was shown which 
occupied the whole aide of the head beneath the ear, project- 
ing into the mouth, under the jaw. Before entrance to tha 
hospital it had been several times punctured through the 
mouth with needles. Nothing but blood had issued."" It 
was found to be ea^ly compressed, and pervaded by a 
strong aneurismal Ibriil plMnly perceptible to the hand. 
This thrill was moat plainly felt over the external jugular 
vein. Pressure on the carotid exercised no influence over 
it. Prof S. declined doing anything for it A girl was 
shown with an exostosis of the head of the fibula of great 
size. ProC S, considered any attempt at its removal as so 
account of the almost certainty of opening 
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reported, the case of a gentlen 

operated for tiie removal of a similar but much smaller 

growth. The man died. 

August 15. — To-day Mr. Spenoe removed a urinary cal- 
culus from a boy about fourteen years old by tiie ordinary 
lateral operation. The stone was one "and three-quarter 
inches long, by one and a quarter and one inch in short 
I have seen in the private practice of Mr. Ed- 
very interesting caaea of exsection of IJie joints, 
particular deserves notice. It is the removal 
,rpal bones for strumous disease. Although but 
; has elnped since the operation the patient, a 

" "" ""~ Tew very well with it, and grasp 

finger with almost unimpaired 
nsion of the wrist joint will yet 
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operated for removal of false 
jointof humerus about five inches above elbow joint. When 
a case is admitted into the Infirmary, he orders a firm case to 
be made for the arm of starch and pasteboard, keeping the 
elbow at a right angle. When this case, which extends 
from the top of the shoulder to the ends of the finger^ 
becomes dry, it is removed, on incision made down to the 
ends of the bone, the fractured ends cut off, and then the 
arm replaced in this firm case. The woundis easily reached 
and dressed through awindowcutin the cose, and thissplint 
is retained upon the arm for a long time. 

In the case before us, the arm had been fVactured four- 
teen weeks previous, and there had apparently been no 
attempt at unioo. The ends of the bone, not being easily 
turned out were removed by cutting forceps. I am 
of the opinion that the views of Prof F. it Hamilton 
with regard to the cause of this complication of frac- 
ture, are correct Cases occurring in my own practice 
have shown me the almost imposaibility of securing immo- 
bility of the upper arm while the elbow joint is flexed. The 
eminently philosophical suggestion of Professor Bamilton 
deserves extensive trial. 

A few daya ago I enjoyed thehoapitalitiesof Prof Simp- 
son, and saw at his house Dr. Olliep of Lyons, who showed 
us the results of many experiments he had made upon rab- 
bits, to demonstrate (hat periosteum is the sole producer of 
bone. He also showed that periosteum transplanted into dif-. 
ferent parts of the body of the rabbit would produce bone, 
I believe it has been noticed in the practice of Dr. Jas. R. 
Wood of New York, that when hispUn of introducing and 
moving a probe around a sequestrum formed after on ampu- 
tation has been followed, a lai^ amountof bony matter nos 
been thrown out Taking, tiien, these two facta together: 
let That periosteum produces bone ; 2d. That irritation of 
periosteum by even a probe causes it to throw out a lai^ 
amount of bony matter ; doea it not seem that measures 
unnecessarily severe have been adopted for the cnra of fhlso 
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joinl? Whj Dot make a eimple incisioa down to the 
leaoD, and cutting through the periosteum, irritate it nt 
the time of tie first incision and every few day a thereafter, 
by introduciog a probe underneath it? If subcutaneous 
incisions of the periosteum, in3t«ad of through the bones, 
be made, I think much more will be accomplished. 

August 22. — Mr. Spence showed a case of acute |>criosti- 
ti* of the upper part of the humerus. On dilating the 
fistula leading to it, and introducing the finger, it was found 
that new bone was forming around the sequestrum. This 
sequestrum being remov^, recovery will, no doubt, be 
rapid. What a pity that early incision through the soft 

Krts down to the "bone, and, if need be, trephining the 
ne, is not luid recourse to early in these cases. Prompt 
recovery always follows such so operation. A case of 
mine recenlJy reported in this journal exemplifies this 
treatment. The atone case recently operated on by this 
distinguished surgeon is nearly well. 

August 31. — A few days ago a man was admitted into 
the Infirmary laboring under relcDtioa of urine. He was 
relieved for the time, but one night by some turn or 
other the catheter was broken, the curved eitremity 
lemainin^ in the bladder. The neit day Mr. Syme, after 
endeavoring ineffectually to seize the end of the frag- 
ment of the catheter by urethral forceps, cut in the mesial 
line upon a stafi", but on introducing his finger could not, 
■ in any way, reach the bladder. A few days after an 
autopsy showed the esislcnce of an immense tumor be- 
neath the prostate filling up the pelvis to that degree 
that it was quite impossible to reach the bladder (rom 
the perineum, A very anomalous case. I saw Mr. Syme 
amputate the thigh of a young girl for fungus hema- 
todes of the knee joint and was much pleased by the 
simplicity and beauty, if such a term can be applied to 
Bach a subject, of the operation. The artery was com- 
pressed in the groin by the thumb, and anterior and pos- 
terior flaps formed by transfixion. The blood lost was 
certainly not more than three ounces. A male child, twen- 
ty-one months old, wns brought to the Infirmary, upon 
whom lithotomy liad been done several months previously 
by a surgeon in the country. Ever since the operation 
the urine had passed wholly by the wound, which had 
become fistulous, and on introducing bougies into the 
urethra it was found impervious. Mr. Syme introduced 
a director through the fistula into the bladder, and then, 
cutting upon that until a staff, introduced tlirougti the 
urethra, could be brought into coutact with the director ' 
in the fistulous passage, in this way endeavored to 
re-establish the urethra. It seemed lu have been entirely 
obtiteraled, as was suspected, by improper bruising or cut- 
ting at the IJme of the lithotomy operation. Time will 
show us whether any operation is likely to be of any 
avail. I have seen and assisted, in private practice, in 
the division of tendons for cure of club feet several times, 
and have been particularly struck by the strong adhesions 
that repeated operations have caused to form between 
the tendon and surrounding parts. I apprehend that a 
cure should, if possible, be obtained by one division and 
the nse of proper shoes ^lerwards, for the adhesions add 
verv much to the difficulty of a cure. They will not readily 
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PflospuoRUS IN Plants. — M. B. Corenwinder read lately 
before the French Academy of Sciences a rfsami of his 
Studies on this subjecL Toung plants give ashes rich in 
phosphoric acid ; but after maturity the grain, or fruit, stalks. 
or leaves contain but a small proportion. Phosphoric acid 
in plants is found in close combinstion with nitrogenous 
matters The organs of the plant destitute of nitrogen and 
not required for its alimentation are also destitute of phos 
phates; but the pollen of flowers and the spores of crypto- 
gamia contain a considerable portion of phosphoric acid. 
Marine plants growing on rocks also contain much phos- 
phate. — Lancet. 
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GETTr.— AB8^atfln^Su^gcon Getty, of the Medical Staff) 
will accompany Major Shepherd to Texas, and report by 
letter to the Surgeon-Geneml, and await further ordei-s. 

CovEV. — Ascistant-Sur^eon Covey is attached to Major 
Lynde's command, and will be stationed near the Itfimbres. 

Ryland. — AEsistant-Surseon Kirtley Ilyland is assigned 
to duty with the troops near the mines of Arizona. 

Norms. — Assistant-Surgeon Basil Norria is stationed at 
Fort Craig, N.M. 

Bailv. — Assinlanl -Surgeon B. I. Daily, of the Medical 
Corps, is relieved from duty with the expedition gainst 
the Comnnches and Kioways, nnd will resume his station 
at Fort Brown. His place in the expedition is lo be filled 
by Assistant-Surgeon I. C. Baily, who will report to CcL 
Porter for duty. 

CLEMEim. — Assistant-Surgeon Clements is assigned to 
duty at Fort Fauntleroy. 

Satteblee. — Surgeon R. 8. Sntterlee is relieved from 
dutv in the Medical Board to assemble in Baltimore on the 
20tii inst, and Surgeon Jarvie is detailed in his stead, 

Simons. — Surgeon Simons, of the Medical Department, 
is assigned to duty at Fort Moultrie. * 

api^intments. 

Pi:h;43vltahia Medical College.— Wm. B. Ateinsoh, 
M.D., Assistant Professor of Obstetrics and Diseases of 
Women. 

LotnsviLLE Marine Hospiial. — W. H. Doanb, M,D., 
Superi ntenden L 

MiCHiOAN Universitt. — At a meeting of the Regents, 
held at Detroit, Sept. 14, the following resolutions were 
passed : — 

" ReeoJved, That Professor A. B. Palmer be appointed 
Professor of the ITieory and Practice of Medicine, of Patho- 
logy, and of Materia Medica, with a salary of one tliousand 
dollatB. 

" Raolved That Professor Moses Gunn be appdnted 
Professor of Surgery and Therapeutics, with tlie sanM 

" Retohed, That Professor Abram Saeer be appointed 
Professor of Obstetrics and Diseases of Women and Chil- 
dren, with the same salary. 

" Raolved, That Professor Corydon L. Ford be appointed 
Professor of Anatomy and Physiology, with the same salary. 

" Raohied, That tlie Professors named in the four pre- 
ceding resolutions may make such material exchange or 
distribution of tlie duties above asagned as in their judg- 
ment shall t>e best for the interests of the Univer^ty, and of 
the students who may attend the medical lectures. 

DBATnS. 

Death of Suroeon Bthsk,— Surgeon Bernard M. Byrne, 
of the United States Army Medical Staff, and for three 
years Attending Phyrician at the Fort Moultrie Station on 
Sullivan's Island died at that place, a few days ago, of 
typhoid fever. He was a native of Ireland, but came to 
this country at an early age, and graduated with distinction 
at the University of Maryland. Afler completing his medi- 
cal course, he was appointed Assistant Surgeon in the 
United States Array, and stationed at Fort Monroe on the 
20th of May, 1836, under Col. J. L. Gardner, who ia now 
in commana at Fort Moultrie. In Mexico he was Medical 
Director for his department of the army. He was in the 
battles of Palo Alto, Rcsaca de la Palma. Monterey, Sal- 
lillo, and Buena Vista. He bore Ringgold from the field 
when he was fatally wounded. Dr Eyrne's name fre- 
quently received honorable mention from Generals Taylor, 
Wool, and other officers to whose division he was attatmed. 
As a writer, Dr. Byrne was peculiarly wfted,^ ^^bile quite 
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a young roan, he publtahed, in 1833, > work enlilled " A.D 
Eaeay to Prove the Contagious Character or Malignant 
Cholera." This production had peculiar merits, and written 
in a clear, vigorous style, was read by many, and very 
Diuch liked. After tlie lapse of twenty-two years, in 1855, 
Dr. Byrno brought out a second edition, giving additional 
bets and notes. The book can be occa.sional(y obtained, 
ftnd is well worthy the perusal of the thinking, reading 
men or our profession. 

Denton,— On Aug. 17, Samuel Dinton, M.D., Professor 
of the Theory and Practice of Medicine in tlie University 
of Michigan, at Ann Arbor, Midi. 

HiMnoN.— At Brighton, N. J., Isaac H. HAurtoN, M.D. 

Errata. — Page 181, third paragraph, lino 30, second 
column, for " vermilion Une," read vermilion hue. Same 



and paragraph, fifth lino from the close, for " 
thus in public, read appearing thus in public. 



page a 

"■•"la "I , , ... 

Page 183, line seventeen from top of page, first column, 
for " the outer and pulmonic artery," read aorta and pul- 
monic artery. The same error occurs below on die same 
page. Same page, second column, line second from top, 
for " roughness ia a distinctive characteristic," read vxint of 
roughness. Same page, second paragraph, line three, for 
"wasj'iui suggested." read ivasjW suggested. 

Page 185, second column, last line of page, for "Mere 
charities," read Thete charities. 

Prop, Drapkr of the University Medical College has 
returned from hi^ foreign tour ; Prof. Mbtcalfe, of tlie 
same faculty, ia daily expected. 

Atlanta Mbdioal and Surqical Jocrsal. — With tlie 
commencement of the sixth volume Drs. John P. Looah 
and W. F. Wmtuorel AND retire from ita editorship, and Dr. 
J. G. Westhorelakd becomes sole editor and proprie-tor. 

Tre Philadephia HosPrTAL has opened its wards for 
clinical instruction free of char^ lo the students. 

It is stated, on the authority of the Philade^ia Barter, 
that that journal " has become the leading medical periodi- 
cal of America" 1 1 

The Eastern Dispensary has removed to the new rooms 
in the east end of the second story of the Market Building, 
No. 67 Essex Street, comer of Grand. On account of tlio 
unfinished state of the apartments^ the. trentment of patients 
aMe to walk to the office must be discontinued for tie pre- 
bodL but the sick at their houses will be attended as usual 
by the visiting physicians. The liouse physician will be at 
the rooms doily, from 8 a.u. to 3 p.m., for vaccin&tion, and 
for supplying vaccine lympli, also for the treatment of seri- 
ous injuries, and such urgent cases of disease as may be 
presented, sending patients to the hospital. Sec. 

A Verdict for |2,600 Damages for Malpractice. — 
A suit for Malpractice was prosecuted in the court of com- 
mon pleas of this county at the last term by a young man 
who was the subject of an oblique fracture of the middle 
third of the femur. He alleged unskilfulness of his physi- 
cian, and produced his limb in testimony, which was mudi 
shortened, the ends of the bones having united so as to 
form an obtuse angle ; we did not examine the case or hear 
all the testimony, but we were amused at the sui^cal 
erudition displayed by the attorneys in examining witnesses 
and making their argument. Tbey as usual praumed to 
know everything, and auumed that tiie physicians knew 
nothing. In many respects these are very unfortunate cases 
for the profession. In other respects they may benefit us. 
Suits for malpractice should warn every phymdan never 
to promise a perfect cure, as was alleged the physician pro- 
mised, and re-assured the paticntof, in this case, and it should 
also teach physicians not to permit jealousy or imaginary 
aelf-interesl or any other motive to prevent a consultation 
in any case of grave fracture. He should remember there 
was wisdom and safety in consultation. Such cases may do 
the profession a greater benefit by reminding the empiric 
that his ill-gotten gains may, in an hour when he least ex- 
pects it, be resorted to, at least, by one of his dupes. — St. 
Jos^h iled. and S'lrg. Jour. 
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THOMAS ON PABTtFRlENT HEHORRHAGE. 



Original f tctnrfs. 

LECTURE ON PARTURIENT HEMORRHAGE. 
BEDta TBI FiFTa or a Coubsb 

GOMPUCATIONS AM> SEQUEL^S OF LABOR. 

SEUTEBBD m THE DmvEESrrT IfEDIOAX COLLEGE, IT. T. 

BT T. GAILLARD TH0MA3, U.D., 



Gnrruunti : — There are three distinct perioda U, which the 
duld-bearin^ woDUD iB liable to an inordinate loM of blood, 
nainely, dunng pregnancj, during labor, and for one month 
subsequent to that process. 

ThiE divisiou ie bj no meatts an wbitrarj one, but is 
denuuided b^ the orcDmstaDces of the case, and required f<»- 
convenience of study and lucidness of DDderstaodinc. Even 
the limit of one month given to the third varietv is based 
up(»i good grounds, for at the end of that time the hereto- 
fore bjperbn^ied uterus having undergone involution so 
hr as to have arrived at nearlj ils nou-pregnant state, anj 
flow taking place thereafter is properlj regarded as discon- 
nected with the puerperal condition. 

These three distinct periods divide puerperal hemorrhage 
into three equally difftinct varietiea, viz. ; 

Hemorrhage before labor. 

Hemorrhage during labor. 

Hemorrh^e after labor ; 
or, as thej may be styled for convenience of reference, 

• Anle-partum hemorrfaage. 

ParUirient " 

Poet^nrtnm " 

The natnn of the conrse whidi now occupies us will iiro- 
dnde the inreetigstion of the first of these varieties, and we 
will proceed at once to ^t of the second. 

Parturient hemorrhage includes every excessive flow 
occurring during the act of psrturitioD, whatever be its 
source, its violence, or its reaulu. 

MHTKOM or rumjKtxn hikobibaok 
The sources from which this hemorrhage may occur are 
these: 
(a) The ruptured veeels of the Ofl and cervix uteri. 
"" " " " " body of the uterus. 

" " umbilical cord. 

(e)' " " " which unite the uterus and pla- 

(a) As the os and cervix uteri dilate in the lirst stage of 
labor, the arterioles which thickly stud the mucous mem- 
brane generally rupture, a small amount of blood poura 
fortii, mingles with the tenacious secretion of the glands of 
Naboth, and constibites what has been called, in the lan- 
guage of the lying-in room, the "shew." Sometimes this 
now amounts to two or tnree ounces, but this is excep- 
tional, the rule being that it is just sufficient to thoroughly 
tinge the mucus with which it minxes. It therefore does 
not deserve the technical name of hemorrhs^ and scarcely 
ever, we may even say never (unless injury has been done 
by the introduction of the hand or of instruments) will it do 
more than alarm a primipsrous woman and call for an 
asBuraoce of the fact just stated, on the part of the physi- 

(i) One of the symptoms of rupture of the uterus is a 
free escape of blood; but recall the terrible symptoms which 
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mark that umaUing accident, and you will see at a ^anoe 
that they will at once remove the case from lh« da^iflck- 
tion of hemorrhage, and place it in that of the most btil of 
the complications of labor. In other words, the gravi^ of 
the accompanying symptoms will mask this one entirely, and 
cast it completely into the sbade. 

(c) Rupture of the vessels, or of one vessel, rf A» fimls 
nmhilicalis can at this day be no longer a matter of donbt, 
since in evidence of its occurrence appear the oarnM or 
Delamotte, Levret, Baudelocque, Naegl£, Caaeaax, and 
many others. It is, however, k rare acddent, fortunately 
for diagnosis, since there are no msans-othet than mera 
absence of constitutional signs on the part of the woman, 
by which it could be differentiated from rupture' of the 
ulero-placental vessels. 

(d) When the flow occurs from rupture of the venels of 
the vagina or bulbi vestibuli, it will generally have been the 
result of some violence, and our attention will likelv be 
drawn to it bv the sensation of pain on the part of tte 
paUeuL Should it not, an examination, digital or ocular, 
wiU readily reveal it 

The first of the four causes which have been so far ex* 
amined into is insufBcient to produce a flow really deserving 
of the denomination of hemorrhage : the second is accom- 
panied by other grave symptoms which make this one a 
secondary matter- the third and fourth are of very rare 
occurrence, and it may bo safely announced as a rule 
that whenevtr, during labor a hmarrhage oceurt, it aruti 
from ^riiaX Mpamtioii of the plaemia from the vienu, and 
eotueqaent ntpfure o/the viero-plaeenlal vttMb. 

Fari«(iM.— Generally the placenta is so placed in the 
uterus that the os may dilate and the cbfld be expelled 
without its separation being involved in these procemsi^ 
and it will, under such circumstances, retun its position 
and tbe integrity of its attachment, unless some untoward 
accident, such as a blow or &11, occur to displace it. At 
other times, however, it is attached to one side of the cer- 
vix, or over the entire cervix, so as to prevent the dilatation 
of this part, through which (he child cannot pass as long 
as it remains dosed. Now as the os and cervix mtist be 
dilated to permit the passage of the child, and as their dik- 
tation murt, under these circumstances, to a greater or tees 
extent, detach the placenta and rupture the ulero-placental 
vessels, it Mows, as a deduction, that hemorrhage thence 
resulting is not produced by accident, but, ae neetMilak 
re^is unavoidable. 

For these reasons, all hemorrhages occurring during 
labor, have been very properly divided into 

1st, Accidental hemorriutge. 

2d, Unavoidable hemorrhage. 

The second variety, you perceive, b spwnymons with 
placenta pmvia, an appellation which defines the nnfortn- 
nate location of the afterbirth which produoes iL 

Leaving the subject of placenta previa and its remlting 
unavoidable hemorrhage for our next lecture, I will occupy 
you to-day with the consideration of that variety which m 
purely the effect of some accident and wliich, like every 
other accident, might, under favorable circumstances, have 
been avoided. 



^ooiMirrAL PARtoiontT HnotiRaA«s. 
JFYegvauy and ProgTUtrit.—Yoa will, I imi^ne, get a 
much more correct notion of the frequency of accidental 
hemorrhage, by an examination of the reports of one 
faithful observer, than by averaging a large number of cases 
coileotod in the loose and unreliable manner which ordi- 
narily cbaracteriEcs the accumulation of statistical evidence. 
Dr. Collins, during a mastership of tbe Dublin Lying-in 
Asylumof seven yeaii had 16,664 births occur nnder 
his supervision, and in this immense number only thirteen 
cases of this variety of flooding were met with : consider- 
ably less than one in one thousand. Small as this propor- 
tion is, however, it is larger than it should be for tr"- 
accidentU parturient hemorrhage, sinoe D 
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under tha same bead all thoee ctsee occurring during the 
three last montba of pregnane; and during labor. 

Of the thirteea women thua attacked, two died, and both 
•fUr aerious operations; one after version, and the other 
after cnuuotomy, so that it ia by no meana proper la con- 
dude that they died from the hemorrhage. Of ttie cliildren 
oite only iras bom alive. 

Thus you will perceive that the accident ia not of frequent 
occurrence, that the pro^oua for the mother ia good, and 
that that for the child is decidedly bad. I refraia from 

S'viag you other atadstica] statemenla on this point, from 
e &ct that authors generally confound the two first varie- 
ties of hemorrhage together. 

Cati$ti. — The pathological atate caumng the flow, is, as 
already mentioned, rupture of the vessels which pass from 
the uterus into the placenta. The causes which bring about 
auch rupture are numerous, since any kind of violence 
■ufficiently great for the separation of the placenta would 
aceompliah it. 
The chief are Blows or &lls. 

Sudden uterine contraction from mental 

emotion. 
Sudden ebocks or succusdons given to the 

uterus, as from laughter, vomiljug, &c. 
Drugging off of the placenta by ahortneaa 
of the cord, or its repeated winding 
around the child's neck. 
FlaocBtAl apoplexy oocurring near the 
permkeiy of the oi^an. 
There are other and lees frequent and conspicuous causes, 
but it would be useless to name them, since, as I have said, 
an^ accident which aevers the utero-placental attachment 
would produce it 

Sgtmtomt and Diatpumi. — As the prognosis, and more 
eq)eGially the treatment of the two varieties of parturient 
bemocrtuige differ from each other very much indeed, it ia 
of great importance that the accoucheur ^ould determine 
at once aa to which one be has to deal with, and that his 
dedsion be U far as poasible poaiUve and final. This he 
wiU in many cases do without difficulty, but aometinies he 
win hare to remain in suspense for a abort period until the 
pn^reas of the case enlightens him and determines the 

Denman on this point justJy remarks: "Before there ia 
aome dilatation of the oa ulen, be the discharge ever so 
profuse, and it may even at this time be excessive, I do not 
know that it is always possible to tell with certainty whether 
&e placenta is present or not. It may indeed be conjec- 
tureathat the placenta b there attached by the cuablon-like 
&el of the cervix and lower parts of the uterus." He then 
goes on to remark how, even after dilatation of the oa, a 
olot of blood may be mistaken for ibo placenta. 

The only reliable means for determining the nature of the 
flow are these : 

In Aeddmlal Btmorrhagej 
(a) There will have been no ante-partum loss. 
(4) Uterine efforts will diminish the flow, 
(e) An evident cause will generally be found for it. 
(a) The toes is not generally veir profuse. 
(«) The placenta cannot be touched. 
(/) Oa uteri will be natural to the touoh. 
(s) Placental murmur loudest near fundus. 

/n C/navoidabU Semorrkage, 
(a) There will have b«en hemorrhage during the last 
month <» months of pregnancy. 
) Uterine efforts will increase ihe flow. 
I No cause will be found for it. 
) The loss is often sudden and profuse. 
u) The edjfe of placenta may be touched. 
(/) Os uteri will be thicker Uian ordinary. 
(jf) Placental murmnr loudest in one or other iliac fosaa, 
Aa a little reflection will readily explain to you why 
theae two varieties should be characterized bj their respec- 



tive symptoms, I will not do more than enunciate thetiu 
Let me msist, however, upon the importance of an earl^ 
and positive diagnosis, it* such is wilhin the range of pon- 
bilitj. Of all the symptoms mentioned, the [>resence of 
the placenta near the os is the most valnablej and this one 
you must thoroughly test. Do not be satisned with tem- 
porizing with digital examinations if the^ are not sufficient, 
out eitplaining the necesdty to your patient, pass the entire 
hand into the vagina; if the os is dilatable pass the index 
finger well up into the cervical canal, and ascertun to your 
full satiflfaction whether you have or have not a esse df 
placenta pnevia to deal with. As a matter of course, if the 
rational signs point strongly to the supposition that the case 
is one of accidental hemorrhage, and there is no imme<hBte 
danger, vou would not expose your patient to the annoy- 
ance and pain attendant upon this procedure ; but far betta" 
would it be to err on that side, than by a culpable inactiTity 
to remain ignorant of a point upon the knowledge of whioi 
so much will dmend. 

Treatmatt. — A parturient uterine hemorrhage diotiM be 
treated upon precisely the same principles which should 
guide us in the man^ement of such an accident taking 

Slace from any other part of the body. This yon may, at 
rst thought, regard as a sweeping assertion; but as we 
proceed you wQI perceive that, ^though from the nature of 
the locality from which the flow ocenn, the means employed 
for dtvelix^ng the principles may differ, the jntaeiplei them- 
selves are identical 

Let us suppose, for example, that a hemorrhage shoold 
occur from any part of the surface of the body, as the 
result of a wound or abrasion, and tet us follow ont the 
principles which one af\er another would be employed by 
the surgeon, until he finally succeeds in checking it 

IsL If the flow were slight the patient would be kept 
perfectly quiet, and an effort made to conslringe the mouths 
of the bleeding vessels by cold and styptic applications, aa 
ice, alum, tannin, matico, etc. 

2d. Should these very useful and commonly emidojed 
hiemostatic agents fiul in making this principle eflective, an 
attempt might be made to canee in the wound the forma- 
tion of a cosgulom, which, extending Dp into the months 
of the bleeding vessels, might seal them up as is d<Mie by 
plugging the anterior narea alone, or with the postericH-, m 
epistaxis, 

3d, Should this fail, a very einellent principle, th&t of 
closing the open arterioles by firmly compressing thnr 
walls, might be developed by direct pressure, aa is done, 
for instance, in hemorrhage from the palmar arch, bj 
placine a billiard ball in the palm of the hand, and binding 
It firmly in its place by a bandage. 

4th, Should even this fait, still another and surer one 
exists in the application of a ligature to the bleeding vcb- 
sels; and to it the surgeon would now with confidence 

Thu% one alter another he has brought to his assistutce 
four principles, each valuable in itself; each differing from 
the one tried before it, and all capped by one whldi ia aa 

certain in i(3 results as human means can ever be. 

Tlius, loo, gendemen, in parturient hemorrhage the 
obstetrician should act ; and he will find that, if the fiint 
ttiree of these four principles fail him, he, like the surgeon, 
will have one left which will prove as certain aa the 
ligature. 

In estabhshing these principles, always be mindful of (be 
pathological state which causes the dangerous symptMns 
wliich they are to control ; i. e. that a portion of the pla- 
centa has been torn off from its uterine attachment, and 
that from its disrupted face, as well as from the corre- 
sponding aurfiice of the uterus from which it was torn, the 
blood is welling forth. 

In a case of accidtntal parturient hemorrhage, the firat 
indication to be fulfilli'd is to check the flow by constring- 
ing the mouths of thejie vessels; and this will best be 
accomplished by confining the patient to bed in the supine 
posture, and absolutely prohibiting idl muacular effort or 
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menUl exercise, even that attendant upon speaking ; by 
keeping the tpartment cool ; by adminiflCering cold^ acidu- 
lated drinks, as lemonade, or water acidulated with the 
elixir of TiCriol ; bj applying towels soaked with cold 
irater, or vin^ar and water, to tlie vulva and over the 
uterus, and by prescribing astringents, as tannic or gallic 
acid in full dose, which being carried to the bleeding yes- 
seb by the circulatioD, may aid in producing iho same 
result wbicb Iheir local application effects in vascular nip- 
tore elsewhere. 

If by these meana we Bucceed, we will have good cause 
for congratulation, for we will have relieved the woman 
iritbout having in any way sacriSced the chances of lier 
(diild. If they do not succeed, then we must resort to 
some other plan which may prove more etfectual, and we 
enter into the consideration of the adoption of the second 
principle. The only available means at our command for 
c«u«ng a clot to form in utero, under these circumstances, 
is the tampon or vaginal plug, an agent advised by manv, 
and one which might accomplish the result as perfeclly 
aa do the doable tampons employed in epistaxis. But 
diere are dangers attending its use so great, that I must 
not only guard you agMnst them, but advise an avoidance 
of this meana in parturient hemorrhage, except in rare and 
particular cases. I would say in advance, avoid Oie tampon 
Of a rule, afirr the seventh month of pregnaney, htit employ U 
boMbf, even at fiHl term, in a few txc^titmal and peculiar 

The tampon, gentlemen, may be styled one of the moat 
useful and dangerous of our uterine hiemostatic", and it 
is really curious lo see how different and even contra- 
dictory is ihe advice which is given concorniog the pro- 
priety of its employment. Let me, by an excusable and 
caHed-for digresidon, endeavor to fix m your minds this 
morning a few maxims concerning it. 

A plug introduced into the vagioa, of sufficient size to 
GH the canal, acts in uterioe hemorrhage in these two ways 
— preventing the escape of the fluid which is (lowing out of 
the nlerus; this collects, and gradually is "backed" into 
the cavity above ; soon It distends this cavity to its utmost 
extent; if the fceial mass is present, insinuates itself 
between the chorion and uterine wall and at last forcibly 
dilating the os by dbtenxion of the whole organ, produces 
a powerful expulsive effort which frequently expeb child, 
accumulated blood, and tampon together. When the uterus 
is not dilatable by the accumulating blood, tiiia fluid coagu- 
lates within its cavity ; the ooagulurn, beginning to form at 
the 03, extends upwards towards the source of the hemor- 
rhage, and will oheu seal up the mouths of the bleeding 

BoUi these results are oHen very desirable, and to 
accomplish them no means compares with the tampon. 
But after the seventh month of pregnancy the uterus is so 
laq^ that it may contain a sumcient amount of blood to 
produce death, bo that from this period to tlie completion 
of labor it is always attended by danger. (I need not insist 
upon the gross impropriety of the eoiployment of such a 
means after delivery.) 

Thus theiij although the tampon might eflect much for 
UB iu partunent bemorrhi^, as a rule it should not bo 
employed; and, in exceptional cases which demand it, 
should be resorted to only after mature coosideration, and 
its effects be watched with very careful scrutiny. Observe 
these rules in using it 

Never employ the tampon from ehoitx when there is a 
possibility oi a dangerous internal hemorrhage. 

At full term do not employ it after the waters have been 
discharged, for then the uterus will accommodato a large 
unount of blood 

Never employ it at full term after your patient has lost a 
great deal of blood, or from natur^ feebleness of body 
'would be endangered by even a slight hemorrahge. 

In a strong woman who has not already lost a good deal 
i)fblood,in whom the uterus is contractingwcll, and whose 
baj of waters has not been ruptured, I would not hesitate 



to employ it if other means failed, or from any reason I 
deemed tbem inapplicable. 

Should the principle which is developed by the tampon 
be beyond our reach on account of the danger of the means 
whi»i accoraplidies it, or, should it have been udsuocms* 
fully resorted to, how are we to avail ourselvee of the 
third? 

You remember that the flow of blood in acddental partu- 
rient hemorrhage is checked by uterine contraction, and 
that Uiis is so marked as to constitute one of its charncter- 
istic symptoms ; now let us examine this fact When the 
organ contracts, the bleeding surfaces of the placenta and 
uterus are pressed firmly against the fcetal mags, and thus 
their open vessels are ahat If we could cause this pres- 
sure to be continuous and powerful, at the same time that 
it was resisted by a hard mass, we would cause the flow to 
cease entirely, and would be acting exactlv as the surgeon 
does who binds the billiard ball in the palm of the hand. 
But you may ask how are we to introduoe a hard resisting 
body into the uterus to act as counterpart of th« ivory biJlr 
We are supphed with such a substance in the body of the 
child. Surrounded by the soft and pliable bag of waters, 
one chief object of which is to prevent its hardness from 
being perceived by the sensitive uterus, it lacks the feature 
of resistance which we now desire ; but evacuate the sur- 
rounding waters by puncturing the b^, and instantly the 
unyielding body presses i^ainst the hemorrhagic spot, and 
theprinciple is developed. 

This, however, although often sufficient, is not always so 
the pressure not being powerful enough. Under sucn cir- 
cumstances, in the case of a palmar hemorrhage, the sur- 
geon would remove his loose bandage, and apply another 
which would make all the pressure desirable. And so the 
obstetrician, by the administration of small doses of ergot, 
can so force his point of resistance against the bleeding sur~ 
face as to compress entirely the ruptured vessels and render 
them impermeable. By these means you not only bring to 
your aid the principle mentioned, but, to a certain extent, 
you will establish that which will be mentioned fourth, for 
the vessels are diminished by the same contractions whidi 
press the child against the bleeding sur&ce. According to 
my experience it is rare for thera to fail. In hct, I have 
never Known tbent do so in true accidental hemorrhage. 
Should they do so, however, but one resort remuns, and that 
is ligation of the vessels fram which the obstinate current 
flows. Have we any means by which Ugatures may be 
thus applied in utero? Again bountiful nature comes to 
our ud, and we have but to use the. means. which she pre- 
sents us and our end is occomphshed. After every natural 
labor, were there not some arrangement for checking the 
flow from the broken ntero-pSacental vessels, a hemorrhage 
would occur, but so soon as the uterus is emptied the fibres 
contract diminish its sine very greatly, and being arranged 
around the mouths of the vessels as the meshes of a netted 
purse are around the finger which is pushed through them, 
they inevitably close these mouths, and prevent all Bangui- 

Atler having tried in vain, by the development of th^ 
three principles mentioned, to aocomphsh what we wish, 
naught remans but to empty the uterus, force it into con- 
traction, and cause nature to do what the surgeon does in 
external hemorrhage. If the head can be seized by the for- 
ceps, employ them ; should it be out of liieir reach, accept 
of version as the alternative, and deliver promptly. Thus 
by successive steps the scientific obstetrician advances froni 
mild, harmless, but correspondingly inefficient means, to 
more dangerous, and proportionately more effectual ones, 
until he arrives at a point at which he can safely say, "I 
will by this surely succeed in staying the flow, and wiU 
rescue my patient from its dangers," 

But do not despise the more inefficient means because a 
more effectual one exists. Would yon not blame the sur- 
geon, who, for a slight hemorrhage, should tie the sup- 
plying arteries without seeing what might be done by styjh 
tios, pressure, etc.? ' 
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Keep the most efficient azent in reserve, beaitae it it 
aaxnr^araed by danger for mother and diHd, and tJwftyB strive 
to aooumplish your ends bj the mildeHt, koat duigeroua, 
and •ppwendy most trifling me»DB. Should jou succeed, 
a holt of uuthought-of enb kirking like harpies ia the 
ibada maj bj jour moderation be avoided ; should ;ou 
not, taea promptly ^plj the most efficient and most dan- 
fgwooe of your reaouroea, which, like a " corps de reserve" 
fon have kept until tbe fitting moment. 

What has been denoiDinated, gentlemen, " heroic practice," 
oflen marks the course of the ignorant and unreflecting 
obstetrician ; and althou^ the vulgar way be blinded bj ita 
ihow of eneiOT, dedsion, and promptuesi', and led to 
believe it an eviaence of knowledge, it will oRen bring about 
consequences alike disastrous and avoidable. 

The skilful general does not fire a Ctvelve-pounder at a 
handful of marauders who could be dispersed by a musket- 
ahot, nor does he trust to his muskets wbeu on army is 
apon him in its might 

Never lose sight, too, of this fact in treating a complica- 
tion of labor, that tbe interests of two beings are intrusted 
to your oare,and that while you are to do aU in your power 
fix those of Ihe mother, those of the child are acarcely less 
imperative. If, then, in the treatment of this accident, you 
can adopt means which will accomplish both ends, give 
them by all means the preference over (hose which, even 
if more surel;^ effectual m removing the woman from dan- 
ger, will sacnfice tbe chances of the child. 

The older one grows in obstetric experieuoe, the more 
convinced does he became that many a woman has died 
frrai Ihe unnecessary introduction of the band into the 
uterus : that many a uterus has been ruptured by uncalled 
lor violenoe ; and that Herod deslroyed not \ dthe of the 
ohildren which have been killed in utero by tbe recklem 
use of ergot. 

Tbe following is a r^in6 of the treatment which has 
been recommended in tiiis lecture the principle upon 
which each procedure acta being italidaed. 

Ist. Constringe the bieediitf vatetM by cold to the uterua 
and vulva, acidnlaled drinks, astringents, and perfect leet in 
the recumbent posture. 

2d. In ease of t«]ure oniw aelollo /om in the mouOu of 
iht bUeding vtmeU by the tampon, should the case be one in 
wbidi this pnotice would be safe. 

3d. Should this fail, make direet prttture agtwut Ihe blttd- 

1 1, ^,y evacuation of the waters, and increase it if 

' y the useof ergoL 
e o( these means succeeding, ligaie the vtttd* by 
evacuating the uterus, and causing firm contraction. 

As I have alluded to certain cases in which the tampon 
might, in a w;onian for whom we did not fear a slight \ou 
of blood, be preferable to an immediate resort to rapture of 
the membranes, it may be well for rae to give you an 
example. There are several cases where it might be prefer- 
able, but this will serve as a type : in a transverse preseo- 
tation before the oe is dilatable, rupture of the bag and 
administration of ergot would much complicato the ope- 
ration of version, and thus endanger both mother and chUd. 
Kiould accidental hemorrha^^ occur in such a caae, tben it 
would be advisable to gain Ume for dilatation of the os by 
the use of a means which offers the probability of checking 
the flow without wasting the precious fluid which is to 
&cilitato a dangerous operation. 

Because this means is attended by danger I would not 
entirely discardit; butlettbatbeasuftidentreasonforitsnot 
being employed, except when absolutely necessary, and for 
its effects being watched with the utmost caution. 

Thi Cholera, according to the "Siglo Medico," of 
Madrid, has t^en up permanent residence in Spain since 
1854. It gives, as proof, the official statistics of cholera 
patients who have died at Malaga this year, between May 1 
and June 29. They amount to 2267. The cholera has also 
riiown itself in other parts — in the province of Jaen at 
Limares, at Baylen, in Grenada, etc.— iTed. Titna A Gaz. 
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Tbe following pajwr is based upon an analy^ of biIt 
recorded cases of cancer of the stomach, collected piiDO- 



sively a single idea in view, and paring too little allcnlira 
to other but less prominent facts. In taking, hoirever, Ibe 
aggregate of cases, each has a relative importance, lod one 
in a measure corrects the other. 

Of all tlie internal oi^na of the body, with tbe nn^ 
exception of tbe liver, the stomach is most frequently tliestil 
of malignant disease. From reliable mortuur repatlt d 
continental cities, it appeais that nearly one-fonrlii cJ lU 
the fatal cases of cancer have their ori^n in the siomuh. 
It is impossible, from the imperfect manner in which n^ 
tration is kept, to arrive at any other than the meet gcienl 
conclusion as to the accuracyof this statement inn^io 
the disease in this country. We may, however, in tie nut 
general manner, state that cancer of the tlomach it men 
frequent in old luxurious citievthan where the st^le of U'- 
mg is comparatively simple. The period of life tt nhich 
cancer is most liable to attack the stomach is iudndtd 
between the aixtielh and seventieth years. It is acit moei 
frequent between the fortieth and fiftieth years. Dste 
twenty-Qve I am not aware that it ever occun u i priM- 
tive affection, while the upward limit cannot be deGoeii(i) 
Males are more subject to it than females, in the proponue 
of four to one, and married females to the unmarrieiiiill* 
proportion of mi to one. It is impossible to decide ta U 
the influence of habits or occupation in the production i 
this disease. The intemperate rank about eqnslly villi Ibe 
tomperate,(b) while all the trades and profesaiooi ue repre- 
sented in about the proportion of the numbers who IbllciT 
them respectively. 



Cancer occurs at the cardiac orifice of ths rioenim 
less frequently than at the pyloric, or in the body of tbe 
oi^an. Males are more liable to be the subjects of 1^ 
situation ofcanccr than females in the ratio of nine to n>(.|c| 
It is eminently a disease of advanced life, the majority oTcW 
occurring after the age of sixty, and but seldom preritraj 
to the age of fifty. No predisposition or habit of life if^ 
to determine the location of cancer in this sitastioii. ™ 
subjects of it are generally of advanced age, tempei^ mJ 
engaged in hcsluiful occupations. The exceptiMM 10 to 
rule are npt of a kind to invalidate it. The duration rfl" 
disease rarely extends over several ycara from the MM- 
rence even of the first symptoms. The great mwOTilji^ 
minate faUUy within oneyear, while about half iio not h« 
beyond six month?.{d) The symptoms of cancer of the ix- 
diac extremity of the stomach vary with its seat, *'*™' 
located within the orifice, primarily, or sealed in the ear** 
portion of the organ, and extending and involving the t«r- 
dia secondarily. They vary also according to the o''"'* 
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of ihe cBocNnos growth, whether it be of the scirrhous or 
eocephaloid variety. When csnoer is ratuated at the cardisc 
orifice, the esriiest sjmptom is dysphagia, (a) or difficulty 
of swallowing food, attended with nausea, which soon 
amoonta to Tomitlng of ingested mattera. If the cancer is 
of the sciniioua variety, these HymptomB may continue for 
a considerable time, and be intermittent in their severity. 
ne dysphagia ia a tnoBtdtetressingsymptoTn, attended with 
severe pain at the pit of the Htomacb, and sometimeB with 
paroxysms of threatened suffocation. The patient complains 
that bb food does not eater his stomach, and that his sto- 
mach is closing up. He indicates very nearly the point of 
•topMge of hisfoodatthecardiacoriBce. These symptoms 
are diagnostic of the seat of the stricture. The pwn which 
attends efforts at deglutitioo is caused by the arrest of the 
bolna at the strictured point, and extends to the back, shoulder 
Uadea, and hj^ochondria. In these situations it is of a dull, 
aching kind, while at the cardia it is often extremely vio- 
lent and lancinating, and only relieved by the rejection of 
the foodjor its passage beyond the stricture into the sto- 
mach. The pain ia, however, by no means constant in its 
character and seat, depending probably much upon the 
degree of constriction, and occasionaJIy upon the nerves 
implicated. (b) It may be bo constant as tosiifiulate gastritis, 
or It may be so violent as to resemble angina, and lead to 
attacfcsof convulsive diseases. In this manner cancer of the 
cardia has been treated for hepatitis, gastritis, colic, angina, 
and chorea. Undoubtedly, in this latter case, the par vagum 
was involved, as on dissection it has been found in other 
caaea. Pain, as a diagnostic symptom, must be esEiroated 
by its seat and relation to the dysphagia. When located 
about the ensiform cartilage, fixed, unvarying, and landnat- 
inr, or ofa dull aching character during the efforts of deglu- 
tition, it becomes of considerable importance. In ilaetf 
con^dercd, however, it has no diagnostic value. 

Vomiting is an early symptom, (n) generally immediately 
mcceedine the appearance of dysphagia. Itseldom, if ever, 
precedes Uiis latter symptom in cancer of the orifice alone. (d) 
The peculiarity of the vomiting is, that it promptly ftdlows 
the ingestion of food, and on this account is of great value 
in diagnosis. This vomiting is noticed in some instances as 
being easy, free from retching and pun, or it may be very 
punnil. It is intermittcot in severity, oflen l«iag absent 
for several days or even weeks together. In these cases 
&e disease is very sloir in its development and progren, 
extending over several years, or it progresses very rapidly, 
and is of the encephaloid variety, the freedom ftom dyqihagia 
and vomiting bemg due to the ulceration of the cancerous 
growth, and consequent enlai^ment of the orifice. Two 
peculiarities, almost without exceplJoa, mark the vomiUng 
m the latter stages of the disease. More frequently the 
progreflsive constriction of the orifice, by tlie growth of the 
eanoerons mua, finally amounts to a complete arrest of 
solid food in its passage to the stomach, and a consequent 
regurgitation of the ingesta in an unaltered state. (e) Less 
otten, vomiting of blood occurs, which marks the ulcerative 
stage of cancer, and generally the encephaloid variety. In 
either case taken in connexion with other symptoms, it gives 
mutuatokKile evidence of the nature, seat, and stage of 
the disease. Allied to vomiting is a discharge of ropy 
mucna from the mouth, which is sometimes constantly pre- 
sent. This dischai^ is often sour and very offensive. 

The appearance of a defined tumor in the progress of the 
case, marKs the character of the growth as encephaloid. 
This is due to the greater extent of this form of cancer, and 
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its tendencv to involve greater sur&ce by encroaching npOB 
the stomach itself. The tumor is located at the pit of tba 
stcmach or under the emaform cartilage, and is paiirfbl on 

pressure, and occasionally pulsate8.{a) Its location at tba 
ensifonn cartilage, taken with other symptoms, gives it 
great volne in accurate diagnosis. If but a slight degrea of 
hardness is felt, it is scirrhous probably. 

Of the symptoms more remote from the stomaoh, imt 
consequent upon the disease existing within it, the ear&esl 
is constipation. This is due to the absence of solid food. 
In one case, however, diarrbcea with Moody disi^iargM 
ushered in the disease. This may be easly explained by 
the fact that the cancer was encephaloid, and irtTOlved a 
considerable portion of the cardiac extremity. But when 
the disease mvotvea principally or primarily the oriftoe, 
admitting only the introduction of hquids, constipation il 
the natural consequence, lAter in the history of tho 
case, diarrbcea supervenes, owing to the irritation of the 
cancerous debris, resultinglrom ulceration, and dark colored, 
offensive stools are discharged. 

As a necessary result also of this difficulty of intfodncing 
substances into the stomach, emaciation commences early, 
and gradually progresses, until in some instances, where 
the sufferer dies of inonition, it reaches an extreme degree, (b) 

The emaciation, of course, has a direct ratio to the degree 
of dysphagia which exists. In extreme coses it has betome 
imposable even to swallow liquids. The dysphagia again 
has a direct relation to the condition of the morbid growth 
whether it be scirrhons or encephaloid, or whether it entirely 
or only partially surrounds the orifice. If the stricture be 
encephaloid, it forms stumor which will early ulowate, and 
render the orifice agun patalous, and before emadation has 
far advanced, food may again be introduced into the 
stomach. But if the stricture be purely scirthous, as it far 
more oflen is, it wiD generally surround the onfice, and 
gradudir but progressively contract its calibre until it pre- 
vents we passage even of hquids, unless relieved by 
ulceraticHi. It is Tmr to presume therefore that those cases, 
attended with the greatest degree of emadatjon, are of the 
encephaloid variety. 

The general symptoms of this form of cancer are not 
striking. The appetite is oflen voradons owing, to the 
obstade to taking food: the tongue is often coated, but 
this is due to the state of the bowels suffering consUpalion ; 
the countenance is never characterized by the sallowness of 
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As anatomically, so also pathologically the body of the 
stomach occupies a position intermediate to that of the 
orifices, in respect to frequency as the seat of cancer. The 
period of life at which it generally occur? is about the age qf 
uxty.(d) Males are four times more autject to it than 
femalefl.(e) To no occupation, habit of life, or peculiar tem- 
perament, can the attack be traced. 

Every portion of the body does not seem to be equally 
liable to cancer. JVrri in order of frequency is the hrger 
curvature with the great cul-de-sac; tcmd, the body 
generally ; lattiy, the smaller curvature. .... 

We have shown that cancer, occupying primitively and 
only the cardiac orifice, is without exertion scirrhoua 
Cancer of the body, on the other hand, is always ence- 
phaloid or colloid, with. one exertion, and that is when 
il is primarily seated in the smaller curve.(f ) 

The duration of this disease is variable, but generally 
extends over several years. Often dyspeptic symptoms 
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are complained of for upwards of twenty years, when the 
MTere gympUnoa set in and tJio casn tenuiaates fatally 
-within a few months Irom this allack. The Khoitest period 
given was two monthB.(a) 

The Bymptoma vary with Ihe scat and diaracter of the 
growth, whether it be in tlie f^reater or smaller corvature, 
and these localities determine lor the moat part whctlier it 
is scirriious tit encephaldid. 

The earliest symptoiDS which arise from cancer of the 
body of the stomacti, seated in the larger curve, cannot be 
diatanguiahed from those of ordinary caees of dyspepsia. 
These do not, however, continue long previously lo the 
onset of a new and marked series of symptoms which are 
pecoliar to the malignant disense. Patients uiuially 
acknowledge, on being questioned, that they have long 
suffered from heartburn, pyrosis, etc., but without loss of 
general health. But when the distinctive symptoms of 
cancer become manifest, the features of tlie case materially 
change. 

(7b £4 B9tlUtlU4d.) 



A CASE OF DISLODGMENT 
WATERMELON SEED FROM TUE BRONCUI, 



D OP TRACHBoroirr. 
BY CHARLBS H. RAWSON, M.D., 

Samuel McCldrk, aged 4 years, C months, while eating a 
piece of watermelon on Wednesday, Aug. 22, was sud- 
denly seized with coughing and great dyf^iiao, and it was 
supposed a seed had passed into the laryni or trachea. 
He had occasional paroxysms of dyspncea, and then com- 
parative ease and quiel, but not frpr and easy respiration, 
Saturday morning tt was thought advisable by Br, Ward, 
of Carlyle, who had previously seen him, to have further 
advice, and tlie Doctor and Mr. McClune came to the city 
with the child, a distance of seven miles. The ride to town 
did not agree with the patient, for he was reported as quite 
ea^ before starting, but grew worse on the road. I saw 
him at 12 u. ; his respirations were thirty-five, very labo- 
rious, ond inspirations long and very difficult ; pulse irre- 
gular in force and frequency ; surface bathed in perspiration, 
and patient very restless, and conntantly changing iiis posi- 
tion. Occasionally, he would sleep a lew minutes, but 



NT entered all portions of the lungs, but in diminished 
quantitv. Coarse mucous r^es were heard over all portions, 
particularly the upper ; frothy xputa in abundance could 
be seen in the fauces. Drs. Whitman, Davis, Skinner, 
Ward, and myself saw the case, and from the impending 
symptoms were satisfied the child could not long survive 
without an opermtion, which scorned to be the only alter- 
native, although we were not able to locale tlio obstruction. 
Accordingly, I proceeded, at about half-past two o'clock, 
with the assistance of the above-named gentlemen, to 
perform the operation of tracheotomy. The patient was 
placed in the usual position, but great difficulty was en- 
count«red by the number and size of the veins crossing 
and recrossing the median line. The thyroid gland was as 
hi^h as the crycoid cartilage covering ihe trachea at the 
point of operation, and adhered with great tenacity to it, 
making it very difficult to separate at the isthmus. The 
number of vessels, some of which were pushed aiide, others 
ligated, the firmness of the tissues, and the position of the 
gbad, retarded tbe operation. Three rings of the trachea 
were divided, and air escaped freely with abundance of 
frothy mucus. So foreign body made its appearance, and 



08 tlie obstruction seemed to be more in the larynx, I 
passed a caLlieter into the opening and up through the 
larynx into the fauces, but no relief fallowed. As reroirs- 
tioD woe very difficult, 1 now introduced a lube which 
gave slight relief. After about fifteen minutes, sevefe 
coughing came on, and I suddenly removed the tabe, aad 
a very largo watermelon seed was coughed up, and thrown 
with considerable force through the opening three feet 
above the patient. Thisgavegrest relief fur afew minutea^ 
but I was soon obliged to replace die tube, to ag»n relieve 
the breathing. Waiting hm an hour, and supposing, of 
course, as the seed had been removed the difficulty would 
be relieved, it was thought advisable to again remove tlw 
tube, and see if the patjent could not do without it ; bat 
strangulation took place immediately, and I had gre«t diffi- 
culty in replacing the tube in time to save the patient 
— showing that otistruction of some kind existed in tbe 
larynx. The tube being replaced, respiradon was free and 
easy. No aiuestbetic was used. 9 o'clock p.m. — Pube 145; 
respiration 41 ; reaction fiiUy establiahed, and patient rest- 
less ; gave Dover's powder gr. ij. and veraL TiHde two 
drops every three hours. 

8 o'clock A.U., 26th. — Patient passed a comfortable nicht, 
though restless at times. Pulse 130; respitatioa 31 ; uin 
cooler than last night; tongue covered with white fur; 
breathes principally through the tube, and from the ooUeo- 
tion of secretions in it, obstructing reqiiration, it wm 
thought advisable to remove it for cleaning, and possibtjr it 
need not be replaced. On removal, considerable mucus 
was expelled from the opening, after which respir*tion was 
comparatively easy, but mostly throuj^ tbe opening. Adj 
attempt at closing, to force tJie air throng the natural pas- 
sages, produced instant cough and strangulation, indicuii^ 
tliat obstruction still existed in Uie larynx, probably sa tbe 
result of irritation or effusion. Bowels moved, and no 
medicines given. 2 p.m. — Patient quiet ; pulse 125; retfn- 
rntion 28; skin moist, and little excess of heaL 10 pji. — 
Comfortable and asleep ; pulse 140 ; respiration 35 ; aldn 
moist and hot 

27th, 8 >.M, — Patient passed a good night; pulse 130; 
respiration 33 ; coughs^ and raises some dirougfa tbe open- 
ing, but secretion dimmiahing; some swelling around tbe 
opening; skin moist, and not go hot a8 at last report; 



not quite as hoarse as yesterday. 2 p.m. — Very r^Md im- 
provement; pulse 114: respiration 28, and easy; tongoe 
cleaning ; hoarseness of cough and voice very mucb dimi- 
nished ; skin moist and cool. 



—Restless through night 1 
Ise 110; respiration 27, fre« 



improving; pulse 110; respiration 27, free and easy, and 
through the mouth ; ' ' ' 

playing; I ^ 

wound were approiimalAd, but conld not close thetn, a 



lugh the mouth ; tongue "eorty cle«n, and 
patient sitting up and playing; feels well Tbe edges of 



produced difficulty in respiration. The parents of tbe child 
removed him home this morning. 

Sent. 5th. — Saw the patient to-day ; doing well ; opeo' 
ing closed internally, but not entirely on surface. 

I regard this case as rather unusual, on account c^ tbe 
amount of irritation the seed had caused in the larynx, 
thereby probably producing exteiuive eSiision in tbe vocal 
cords and the mucous tissues around, making it impoosible 
to close the artificial opening for some days, until abaorp- 
tion had token place. 



Fbehoh Sdroeht. — The question of resection of joints 
studied for twelve years with so much interest and cm hj 
English and American surgeons, is still tittle knovrn in 
France. The resection of the elbow-joint has alone becone 
part of our practice, that of the shonlder has boen prartieed 
several times i but resection of the knee and the hip hkve 
hitherto met with few partimns. 
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NURSERY AND CHILD'S HOSPITAL. 

TUATmNT OF GbOLBR* iNrAXTtlH, 

Cholera Infaatum, which is ao prevalent and so much 
dreaded in warm weather, ia our large cities, was much 
leas fatal in the hospital during the past sammer than in the 
corresponding months of last year. Yet a large majority of 
those who died in June, July, and August, fell victims to it; 
and those who were carried off bv other diseases, in the 
same period, commonly nresenlcd, in a greater or less 
degree, the lesions of cholera infantum. As regards the 
symptoms, few points of special interest were observed. 
Aie phjMcians in attendance remarked at times ao unusual 
tendency to dysentery, as shown by the t«nesmu3 and 
mnco-eanguineous stools, and some cases occurred of 
extreme and rapid prosttation, with but little looseness of 
the bowels. 

The treatment pureued, and which in most oases was 
satisfactory, was as follows: — In the eomroencemcnt of the 
disease, a pargstive was someljmea adminislercd, either 
castor oil or calomel ; with this exception, no mercurial was 
prescribed in any stage of the disease. The old idea of 
conation or torindity of the liver, so as to indicate mer* 
curiftl treatment, has been shown to bo erroneous, by the 
post-mortem examinations made in this institution in cases 
of cholera-infantum. In some instances this organ has 
been fatty ; but with this exception, it has uniformly been 
in a healthy condition. The mixtures employed to check 
the disease contained for the most part some form of opium, 
usually laudanum, Dover's powder, or the pulv. cret. comp. 
c opio. The opiat* treatment proved very effectual in 
quieting the bowels, but it was used cautiously, or not at 
all in the advanced stages of the disease, when cerebral 
symptoms were threatening. If there wore much febrile 
action, and especially stools stained with blood, a favorite 
preacnption was tlie well-known castor-oil mixture recom- 
mended by Dr. WesL In the advanced stages of tlio dis- 
ease, and in the banning, if the dejections were frequent 
and watery, astringents were prescribed, ordinarily kino, 
taDDio, or gallic acid. The following powders were some- 
Umes beneficially employed in these cases: — Q. Pulv. 
rhei, gr, ii^ pulv. kino, gr. vi., Sodfc bicarb, gr. xii. M. Di- 
Tid in chart. No. xii. Dose, one powder from three to six 
hours. The tannic and gallic acids were given in doses of 
one^hatf to three-fourths of a gr«n to children one year 
old. The following is an excellent formula( as it disguises 
the taste of the astnugent: — 8. Acidi gallici, gr. viij., tinct 



fie of the geranium maculatuni, was prescribed by Dr. 
ones in several coses, but its effects were uncertain, and it 
was discontinued. Alkalies were also generally adminis- 
tered, especially lime-water, and bicarbonate of soda; these 
often reheved the vomiting, and someljmes diminished the 
frequency of the dejections. The alkaline treatment was 
rational, as there is, almost, uniformly, acidity of the 
prims vie in this complaint except in the last stages, when 
mtestinal ulceration has occurred. The Hme water was 
oflener administered as the antacid, and in order to be effec- 
tu^ it was necessaiT to give it at short intervals. 

The vomiting in cholera infantum is known to be one of 
the most obstinate symptoms^ and one which sometimes, 
more than the diarrhoea, dimimslies the chances of recovery. 
The physician is oflen obliged to witness not only tlie 
almost instant ejection of nutriment, but also of the 
remedy on which be believes the safety of the patient 
depenOB. To relieve this symptom nothing was found so 
effectual, especially when the thsease had continued some 
time, as creosote given to a child one year old, in doses 
of one-eighth of a drop after each vomiting. Occasionally 



this was aided by sini^isms to the epigMtrium. Hnch 
attention was given to the nutrition of Uie4e cbiliben. 
Wet-nurses were engaged, if possible, for thoea under the 
a^ of one year; and arrow-root, beef-tea^nd other natn- 
tious articlea of diet given in addlliou. Wine or brandy 
was employed at short intervals, unless at the oommMiee- 
ment of the disease. These stimulants were of service not 
only in sustaining the strength of tite patient, but in reliev- 
ing the vomiting. In only one case out of t«i, which were 
examined after death, was there vascularity of the Sto- 
mach, however great its irritability had been ; and a similar 
immunity of this organ was observed in the larger number 
of autopsies made the previous summer, so ^t no (Mte 
need be deterred &om tne use of stimtiUnta in this afibo- 
tion, through fear that gastritis may be p 



BELLEVUE HOSPITAL 
Second Case or Pderfeiul Fever accensFc 

BT InTOS. D1CITALI8 AS THE AbTERUL SiDATlVfc 
[Bepoitod bj Aui. HadpUI, U.D., Hoom FbrrfdUL] 
Ansa IIeier, aged 18, primipara, confined in the Lying-in 
department of Betlevue Hospital, Jul^ 23, 1860. Labor 
was natural, easy, and of ordinary duration. Convalescenoe 
progressed normally up to August 4 ; nothing pecnUar had 
been noticed in her case. At Uiis time, without Miy known 
exposure, she was seixed with a severe chiH, followed by 
fever and increased frequency of poise, and pain in the 
lower part of the abdomen, extending upwards. This pain 
was increased on taking an inspiration, or on pressuie; 
tympanitis veir well marked j lochia scanty and offensiTe ; 
pulse ranged about 130 ; respiration 30. During the morn- 
ing of the 5th, rfio vomited a spinocb-like substance; com- 
plained of severe pun and uneasiness in the abdomen, 
which was increoang in severity. Her expression (rf coun- 
tenance was fixed and anxious; skin hot and dry; tongue 
moist, large, and furred. Angvtl 5, 10 A.11. — Was sent to 
the fever ward, being about twenty-four hoars after the 
first symptoms were observed ; she had taken several small 
dosea of ti'. vernt. virid. and sulph. morph., which some- 
what reduced her pulse to 120, and qoieted her pain; 

Having used the infusion of diplalisMan arterial sedative 
in quite a number of cases of a dicferent character during the 
several preceding months, and being convinced of the cei^ 
tainty of its action, and the little constitutional disturbance 
that followed when properly admiaistered, by the ^proval 
of Dr. L K. Taylor, ue attending physiciao, I substituted it 
for the tr. verat. virid., carefully watching ita effects, with 
the following results : — The last dose of tr. verat. virid. 
and sulph. morph., in dosea of Ave drops of the firmer, 
and iaia grain of the latter, was given on Angnd fi, 6 A.M. 
—Pulse 120: respiration 30. At 10 A.K. S>- c'' the 
inflisioQ of digitalis was given, and also half grain of the 
sulph. morphine; the t^ponilis was very marked, and 
there was dso present slight nausea, with pain on preMore. 
11 A.H. ; the frequency of the pulse and requraticHi the 
same ; the dose of inftiaion repeated. 12 it, remiration tlio 
same; pulse 108; half grain of morphine and Iss. of the 
infusion given. 1 p.m.; there bein^ no change the dose 
was repeated and at 2 f.m. the pain in the abdomen bad 
diminished ; die pulse was reduced to 96, and the re^in- 
tion to 20 : J ^ °^ inftision, and one-third grain of opium. 
3 P.M. ; pube 102 ; respiration 18 — dose of digitalis repeated. 
During the next six hours, with the exception of half a 
grain of moipbine, the remedies were suspended ; the poise 
in the meantime decreaung to 82, and the reqwation to 
15; the patient in the meantime complained c^ no pain; 
the skin was moist, and the pupils became affected. ¥nai 
10 P.M. to midnight the pnlse rose ^ain to 96, while llw 
respiration .was at 10; infos, digitalis Jsr, and motpluns, 
gr, one-third, prescribed in the meantime. AvgtiHi, i pji. 
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— Pulse bad Men to 66; respiration 10; ^ij. or Uie infusion 
ordered tit 1 a.u^ tad 3 iiL &t 7 a-u., M which time about 
ft pint <rf nrine was drawn off, afler h&ving been retained 
twdre houts. Dr. Taylor visiled the case early in the 
afteraooD, and adrised that the tre»tmeDt be cautiouslj 
pttrsned, and suggested the propriety of giving, in addition, 
gr. two of quinine every four houra. From 2 p.h. until 9 
P.M. the pulse steadily increa^d to 84, and the respiration 
to 16; ordered infus. digilalw Ses. Patient rested well 
dnring the night, and took ; ii. of the infuaion about 3 a.m. 
Auffutl 7, — At 64 *-ii- pulse was 72, sbe complained of no 
pain in abdcanen, except when pressure was made upon 
the part It was necessary lo relieve her bladder by the 
<»theter. From 6i a.h. until 3 p.m. the pulse ranged from 
72 to 90, 3 iL of the remedy having been administered at 
11 jlil, and the same dose repeated at 2^ p.h. From 3 
P.M. to 11 P.M. the pulse decreased to 64, the respiration at 
that time being 18 ; f ss. given at 4 p.ii. Aitgiot 8, 1 am. 
— "the pulse was 60, tne patient felt tctt comfortable. In 
the course of the day the pulse ranged as high aa 78, but 
none of the infiisioD was ordered. Augiisi 0, a.m. — 
Patient complains of severe pain in the right iliac region, in 
which situation a tumor can be felt ; tympanitis has mostly 
snbmded. Ordered emplast. Tesicatu, 4 by 4, over seat of 
pan, 2if.li.; the pain was very much diminisbed, and 
at 6 P.K. disappeared aJlJtgether after the application of 
M^endie'a siJntion to the bhsterud aurfBce. By the aid of 

am ' '" - -'"' — " '- ' — "-'^' .L-_ ._. -. 
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adyne she rested well during the night, the pulse at 
Lbeing75. Angtat^.—VvS^'ib; complains of sore- 



e over the abdomen and pain o 
gr. OKe quarter, wbi<^ dose was repeated, 9 a.>i., but v 
out producing the desired eflecL 11 a.u., the blistered 



drftised with the sulph, morphi , 

course of two hours the pain sufaeided very much ; the skin, 
however, becoming feverish about 1 p.m. 3ii. of the infu- 
sion wiB administered, the pulse beinj; 100. At 3^ p.m. 
|sa. was givea, and by 9 p.m. the akm was moist; the 



mtirely gone, and the pulse 84. Avgutt 11. — No 

_B for the woise; the pulse being weak, brandy and 

beef l«a were Mdered. Augnxt 12. — The surface of body 



change for the ' 
beef l«a were Mxiereo. ^ _ 

fereri^; pain in tumor returned. Took Isa. ofinfu 
and one-third grain of morphine, and in a littli 
houra pulse was 72. The pain, however, still 
another dose of morphine (gr. one quarter) was preecribed, 
which produced the desired effect. A'ugiat 13. — Patient 
was fairly convalescent, and in due time was discharged 
rom the Hospital perfectly cored. 



BROOKLYN CnY HOSPITAL. 
CoMPODHK Fbaotubs Of Thioh— RicovEnr. 

[Btpoftwl br A. D. WtLUOK, ILD, BoDM BntgHm.] 

Jamb THDnatoit, Rt 46, healthy, a moderate drinker, was 
admitted ander Dr. Eooa, July 5th, 1860, with a comnonnd 
fractore at the femur at junction of the middle and lower 
thirdg, caused by the limb being caught between the spokes 
of his oart. The wound in the soft parts made by protrud- 
ing bone was about two inches in length, and situated pos- 
torioriy. Shortening one inch ; venous hemorrhage quite 
free ; pulse one hundred, tolerably full ; surface pale and 
cool. Gave vrtiiskey J L with lig. opii comp. itts. xxv. 
Adjusted limb to the double inclined [Jane lor Uie night, 
approximating the lips of the wound by means of adhesive 
Btnpt. The next day the patient having fully reacted, he 
was put on the "Surge apparatus," which allowed of free 
18 to tile wound without in the least disturbing either 



if ila side at a point .._ 
ra^Mndiag with the wound. No change whatever was 
made in the apparatus as first utfdied until the end of two 
wedcB, when it was thought advisable to remove the back 
•piml to *ee if it offwed any obstruction to the free exit of 
matter. This was easily done without disturbing the limb, 
hot nothing being found amiss, instead [of retumiag the 



splint, broad bands of muslin were substituted, lud tiiej 
answered every indication. The discharge froiD the woond 
at this lime washealthy, and amounted to atwi^twoouKM 
in the twenty-four hours. Orndnally it became leci ud 
less, until the end of six weeks after the injury the woond 
had all but closenl, and the patient was ignored frwn the 
apparatus. The union was Crm, and there was about ens 
half inch shortening. Coaplalton splints were applied, ud 
the patient was directed to keep quiet in bed. Two wctb 
later (eight weeks after admission), patientis allowed to ^ 
about the wards oncrutches. Has never had any very Beriom 
symptoms, and is now in perfect health, though Bomewhit 
weak. A moderate amountof stimulants has been iHaved 
almost from the first, and nourisliing diet. It may beirdl 
to state that after the first two weeks the patient wm in Ibe 
habit of sittingup to bis meals. In no other apparatus thu 
the one used could this have been possible. The yeiktl 
ease, also, with which the wound could be seen and ifrased, 
without disturbing the limb or the apparatus, is worthy of 
mention. This facility, however, is peculiar to the "Burfe 
apparatus " only when the external wound is situated, u 
in the present case, at or near the middle of the tiiigh, ud 
potUriorly, 
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NASBvniB JocRKJit. or Uediohe akd Bdbqibt.— SepL 
Abt. L — Contr&ufioia lo Oit MedKol Flora of KaAttttt. 
By QxoRGE S. Blakie, M.D, — Among the numerous medi- 
cinal plants met with daily by the country practitiouer of 
tlic South and West the writer has mentioned some Ihit 
are in a fit state for collection at the last of July and the 
first of August. The native anthelmintics are the spw^ 
marilandica, amygdalus persica, and the cbenowiaiiim 
anthetminticum. The common mullein (mrbiunun thapm) 
is anodyne and antispasmodic, a decoction of the blomons 
beingbetterthao tbeleaves. The wood sorrel (omrfuifri*) 
is antiscorbutic ; its juice often forms a refieshiDg drink lO 
fevers, and makes, when boiled with milk, a delicious irhe;. 
The fresh leaves are recommended aa a salad in cases rf 
scurvy, and also as a local application to scorbutic sores. 1^ 
native antiperiodic is plentiluUy supplied from the dlBetent 
species of willow, and though not so reliable as qainiiK, i) 
net BO apt to cause congestion of the head. Aidode the 
most valuable astringents are the many ^^^ <"^ "^ 



, Jt/ctpyrtu virrfiniand) is astringent and tonic, used in tnc 
throats, intermittcnta, and dysentery. The inner bark is 
officinal The blackberry (rtibta viOimu), the smoctii 
sumach (rhut g&Ara) and Uie common Btindog O^ 
(uriiea diotca), are well known astringents. The latttr ■ 
also pectoral and diuretic, and used in decoction for itephn- 
tjs, gravel, and hemoptysis. Horsemint, peppermint, urf 
spearmint, are among the carminatives. As demulcents be 
mentions slippery ehn (ttimu» ftHvd), and ginseng (f*** 
juuiguf/b&'umj. The elder tree (sarahucuM eanadenm). In 
pleurisy root (aatJ^ntu tuberota), smilax, sarsa^riHa, swl 
spice wood (laurvt bemoin), are mentioned as diapboieta:^ 
and the plantain (plantago major) and dandelion as diure- 
tics. The emetics are bloodroot, the pokeberry, lobdis, aini 
western dropwort or Indian physic (ffUUnia tt^nJaaa); 
cathartics, the American senna, podophyllum pellaium, 
convolvulus panduratus. ricinus communis, indigo-bnMm 
(h^ftria tinctorid), and the Iwittemut tree (iuglant alurtay, 
various stimulants, narcotics, and tonics, are bIbo mentioned 
Art. II. Ptydiology. By Dr. B, H. WAaHiWGTON, Hannibel, 
Mo.-— The writeratlempla to prove the truth of phrenologj 
and psychology by the teaching of scripture. Art. IIL^ 
Com of Chorta. By Db. B. P. BMTTAm, Limestone, Term. 
— The case was at first treated by cupping over the tender 
vertebne, followed bya dose of calomel and rhubarb, afler- 
wards carbonate of iron and quinine. The patient powing 
worse, he was ordered drachm doees of carb. iron altar each 
meal, six grs. buI. line twice a day, and the daily use of the 
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cold bath, the bowels being kept open with simple &perient» 
tJDder this treatcaent the improTeroent was rapid. Art- 
IV. Mtdiad Ethiet. By Dr. Eooems W. Hebheoh.— The 
■nthor oODfliders it a breach of ethics for a practitioner to 
MtafalUi bimaeiriii & neighborhood where a sufficient num- 
ber are alreadj located. Am. V. A Leller to Uu Editor 
frvia Dr. El Ji. MoTtre, of Bainbridge, Geo., relating a case 
of irritative (ever with teTere headache, succeasTully treated 
with whislcey toddy in teaspoonfu) doses, of^ repeated, 
after otiier means bad faded to afford relief 
Thk Saint JosErs Medical akd Sdroical JonRNiL. — Sept 

Amt I. Tht Recupemiive Povser. By G. L. Miller, St, 
Joeeph. Art. II. Inaugural Addrtt* bi/ore the St. Joitph 
JMuoI Soaeis. By Db. W. L. Hediwhs, President. 
The Jodrhal of Matkbia Medici. — Sept 

Art. I. Indigenout Tonics. By Charles A. Lee, M.D- 
The DiDth number of a series of articles on the materia 
medicaof thisTWuntry. Art. II. Apoci/ntan Cannahkmm 
[Indian Htmp). The root is the only part employed in 
medicine. It acta as an emeUc, putative, sadoriGc, and 
diuretic, end is well adapted to the treatment of tonic 
dropsy. The fresh juice has been oniployed externally in 
is aSectioDs. 



Tbi Brandt Treathekt in Acdte Diseases. — A London 
correspondent of the Wiener Medicinitche Woehentchrijt, 
No. 26, in treating cX the prevalence of Dr. Todd's treatment 
of acute diseases in London, exjMesses his opinion. that it 
miffht be introduced with great advantage in G^ermany ; for, 
although practitJoners are there begiuning to learn not to 
enfeeble their patients by blood-letting, they do not adminis- 
ter support to the nervous power in acute disease ; so that, 
while they do not do so much harm as heretofore, Ihey 
sUn do not do so much good as they might do. He 
admits, however, that Todd carried his stimulant treatment 
soiuewhst too fer. eapedally at the commencement of acute 
affections, whcntnere is no loss of power. At a later stage, 
however, no doubt can exist that the systematic adminis- 
tration of alcohol is attended with the best consequences ; 
alcohol being, in Todd's view, not a medicinal agent, but a 
nutritive alunent of the nervous system. In the con- 
valescent stage of typhus, as well as in the eecood and 
third week of this disease, and in many cases of pneumonia, 
the systematic administration of brandy saves many a life. 
Ad anecdote, illustrative of this subjet^t, is told by Skoda 
A peasant suffering from pneumonia was fiven over by his 
attendant as hopeJes;. A notary was summoned to make 
bis will, and many of bis friends attended. While wuting 
for the offidil, some strong schnapps was passed round to 
the guests, and the dying man with feeble voice implored a 
glass from the well known bottle. A refusal to one doomed 
to death could not be given ; but the patient, linding him- 
self .so much better afler the first glass, speedily repeated 
BO agreeable a medicine, wbid) soon effected a recovery, in 
vain attempted by pill and potion. The correspondent adds, 
that the assistuit -physicians of the London hospitals mani- 
fest a remarkable predilection for this brandy treatment, 
exhibiting it even where their seniors have expressly couq- 
termanded it " I have known many cases in which one 
of the most distinguished hospital physicians^ desirous of 
experimenting npon the treatment of typhus and pneumo- 
nia, has positively forbidden a drop to be administered. The 
patient becoming worse towards evening, the assistant-phy- 
sician has been sent for, and finding the case urgent, after 
in vain trying camphor, musk, etc., gives the patient brandy 
at short intervals, preferriDg to save life to obeying the 
orders which have been left. The sympt<Hn8 yield, the 

Ctient sle^ and in the morning, is twenty per cent 
tter. The phyMcian arrives at nine in the morning, and 
proclaims the cose to the pupils crowding around the bed 
as an example of the uselessness of the brandy treatment — 
not a single drop having been adminisieredl" — Medical 
^mmand Chuettt. 
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THE DUTY OF THE STATE TO THE mSANK. 
In a previous number of the Medical Thtes it was stated 
that three different modes had been proposed for relieving 
the present condition of the insane poor. The first was to 
increase the number of asylums, so as to scotHnmodate all 
the insane; where the recent and curable cases, and the 
old and incurable, should be indiscriminately received. The 
second was, to reserve the present asylumsas Curative insti- 
tutions, and erect new Slate asylums for the incurable. The 
third was, that the present asyhims ^ould be kept as Cura- 
tive institutions, and the counties required to make pro- 
vision for the care and safe keeping of the incurable, nnder 
suitable supervision by the State. Some of the objections 
whicli have been made to the first two plans were stated ; it 
only remains to consider the last 

It is well known that several of tJie more populous 
counties, either fiom tlie absolute necessity of providing 
accommodations for patients returned from the State asylum 
as incurable, or from motives of economy, or both, have 
erected county asylums, some of which are well constructed, 
and furnisliing suitable accommodations for the class of 
patients for which they are designed. Other counties will 
no doubt follow the example, and such counties would be 
very reluctant to abandon their own institutions, and send 
all their patients to State asyluma Where the counties 
are small and the population comparatively limited, several 
adjacent and neig^horii^ counties should, under suitable 
advice or law, unite in establishing an asylum for Incurables. 
Under a proper system of general supervision, there can be 
no doubt that this class of persons would enjoy all the care, 
security, and comfort, which their unfortunate condition 
admits; and that, at a much less expense than by paying 
for their support in a State institution that should be 
adapted for the curable as well as the incuraUe insanet 
We desire lo state in this place, however, that when we 
speak of incurables, we reier to all those clsases of the 
insuie, demented, or epileptic, that should be under ccmstant 
medical and legal surveillance, and that would not, under 
existing arrangements, l>e provided for in the State aaylmns. 
Experience has shown, in the European iDittituti<»i3 for 
incurables, that a few may recover, and that the great 
majority will, under suitable management, become con- 
siderably improved. Truly says Dr. Langemann, the great 
friend of asylums for Incurables in Pru»A, — " God only 
knows who is incurve," But as regards the importance 
of having well-constrocted and efBciently-managed institu- 
tions for this class of the insane to which we have referred, 
there can be no doubt; and we should insist upon every 
requisite condition of comfort, safety, and general good 
management The present oondition and management of 
the insane poor, particularly the incurable, in many of the 
almshouses in our land, are positively di^raceful and 
inhuman ; and as we have stated in a former article, the 
State must exercise some supervision over the care and 
lent of this dass, whether curable or iocuiable. 
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s of such a supervisioD, and the duty of 
tlie State Le^slatures in reference to it, must be obvious to 
evary intelligent citizen. In a future number we eholl 
endetivor to deecribe, from authentic observations, the 
actual condition of the In»aae Poor in our country, but as 
an apt and familiar illastration of the criminal neglect of 
the insane in our almBbouses, we cannot forbear quoting an 
it«m that appears in the morning papers the very day of 
this writing : 

(From nt World, Sspt H) 

" An Intatit Woman Rootled AHve. — On Thursday an 
insane woman, named Slisabetb A. Brush, was burned to 
death in one of the shanties in which the poor of the county 
of Sullivan are kept. A person who was passing was 
attracted to the building by screams and groans, and on 
entering found it enveloped in smoke and nnnica. and the 
wretched woman in the centre of the room, literally roast- 
ing alive. Her clothing was nearly burned from her body. 
How the fire originated is not known, as there was no fire 
in the room whicli sheoccupied. The fire waa extinguislied 
as soon as possible, but the unfortunate creature expired in 
a few hours in great agony. She waa a daughter of the 
late James Brush, of Uonticello, Sullivan county, and was 
supported in the County house by her relatives." 

What a spectacle ! And who is answerable? Because 
there was no fire kept in that cold shanty, ore the county 
officials and their superintendent of the pauper barracks to 
plead not guilty of that shameless neglect which allowed 
Miss Elizabeth A. Brush to be destroyed — pterhapa by her 
own act — in that miserable hovel that invited tlie flames 
by which she perished 7 Perhaps, in the dramatic wordaof 
Joanna Baillie, this unhappy lunatic had exclaimed in vain: — 



And, being unguarded, fire became the ready agent of her 
death. Tet such a late might well be preferred to the 
pitiaUe condition of hundreds nf the insane poor now in 
the almshouses «f the Empire State. Here, within two 
hours' ride from our city, that unfortunate woman, the 
daughter of well-known and respectable parents, was kept 
in a thanii/ — which naturally became her funeral pyre. In 
tueh asylums, and with no proper supervision, wo could 
expect no better results. 

It might be supposed that tiie supervisors or other respon- 
sible county officials would watchfully attend to the inter- 
ests of the poor ; but, said Senators Bradford and Lee, in 
their report to the New York Le^tature, in 1857, — "In 
many instances the committee learned that the poor-housea 
had not been visited by the supervisors for more than a year. 
They cannot but regturd this as a gross neglect of public 
duty, and therefore submit it to public criticism and to 
such legislative interference oa may eSect a more efficient 
supervision." Intelligent and faithful suptervtsion of asy- 
lums that shall suitably accommodate the several ooua- 
ties, and at the same time equally conduce to the welfare 
of the insane poor, and promote economy of sdminiBtratkiD, 
in which eacfa county is particularly interested, are now the 
great objects to be attained. The present movement on 
the part of some of the more p^^ulous counties to provide 
for their own insane must be either an advance or a retro- 
gresdon from existing arrangements; and its ultimata 
results will manifestly depend mainly upon the character of 
the general law and supervision which the State shall pro- 
vide. The counties will doubtless enter very cordially 
into ony well devised plan by which they may have the 



financial control of the proposed local asylums, and the 
State should make it the imperative duty of the countjea 
to provide suitable buildings and care for tbdr inaaue poor. 
The details of a suitable law for this oliject conld readily In 
fhimed upon a basis that would be satisfactory to the caon- 
tics. But when such a law is prepared, let it be sodeGnlle, 
simple, and strong, that it cannot be abused or evaded. And 
by all means should there be a separation of the incaraUo 
from the curable and recent cases of insanity — the latter 
class being transferred to the State Asylums. 

This classification is indispensably importanU Id Ibe 
State of Massachusetts, the County Asylums hire been 
generally given up. Those asylums received all duscs ot 
the insane poor, and were under no effectual superriww 
and control of the Slate. In the year 1855 the Gommis- 
sioners of Luuacy advised the repeal of the law of 1836, 
by which those local institutions had been called into eiitt- 
ence, and whidi the commission declared had, in iH the 
counties, failed to answer its purpose." And such inevita- 
bly would be the unhappy result of any law that ehould 
authorise the respective counties in any state to provide 
for all dosses of the insane, both the curable and the iim- 
rable, whatever the supervisory care of the State; tod 
even for the success of local Asylums for tbe bcunUs 
insane alone, eSectual superviuon by a State Comiuiisian of 
Lunacy will be found necessary. It shouM be the duty ot 
such Commissioners to examine into tlie condition.1 of tbe 
insane wherever confined, and to report annually to Ibe 
Legislature. , Persons who were qualified for the aitnalioii 
could do much by their advice to the county authorities, ia 
the selection of Mtes for the local asylums, in the coo- 
struction of the buildings, and in the general managenient 
of the patients, in addition to tlieir particular duties to Me 
that patients were not improperly conlined or abused. We 
are here recommending no new or untried experimenL In 
England, aAer a long series of experiments by a[^Dting 
visiting committees, local managers, etc., it was fband iiD- 
posaible to remove or prevent abuses, until the State toe* 
tlie matter iulo its own hands, and appointed a bond of 
commiseionere— a certain number of whom were denonn- 
nated Acting Commissloneis, whose duty it wm to Wat 
all the asylums — private as well as public, almshouses, md 
every place where insane persons were confined. Ite 
inspection was not tobeparUal or superficial, but lliey were 
required to see personally and c.tamine into the conditJaa 
of each individual patient. 

Although we have the successful example of Enghad to 
guide us, we would not recommend hasty or inconadefite 
legislation. But it is believed that the lime has arrived when 
the great State of New York should adopt some fixed uhI 
comprehensive system for dispensing its charities, and ileo 
for the proper superviaion of the insane. Moneys are 
granted every year in targe amounlA to tbe dilfeiBnt 
benevolent institutions. This, no doubt, b right, but il 
would certainly be the part of wisdom for the Legislilnre 
to be informed of tbe condition and claims of those sevenl 
institutions, and know bow the money is expended. Tlie 
plan which we would propose, is, that the Legislature ritwld 
appoint a Board of Commissioners, two or more of wboD 
should be termed acting members, tt should be the duty 
of the acting membeis of this commission ; 1st, annually 
or oftener, to visit and examine personally the actual con- 
dition of the insane wherever confined or proviiled for in 
the State: 2nd, to report to the nexband eyeiT sjlMMueiK 
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Legisbtare the coDdition of tbe iniane io the several asy i 
lams and places of confinement ; 3d, to propose such com- 
preheoaive and specific plans as to the Commissioners seem 
to be required to properly meet the necessities of the 
insane, and the interests of the State and of tbe seToral 
connties. Frobablj', also, it would be expedient for the 
L^istatare to snUioriM this Conimisdon to exercise 
some aurreiUaace over all the eleemoejnar; and benevolent 
institutions of tbe State, as recommended by the Senate's 
Committee on the Charities of the Stale, as reported to the 
LegisUturo of New York in tbe year 1867. 

It will be recollected by the members of the medical 
profession who were in attendance at the New York Stale 
Medical Society last winter, that this subject was brought 
before that body, and a resolution unanimously paaeod to 
petition the Legislature to appoiut a Commission of 
iDsanity. The petition was presented, and a bill was 
reported by the committee, in accordance with the peti- 
tion. But it was too )at« to obtain action upon it by 
such a Legislature. The present condition of the insane 
appeals stron^y to the benevolent of all classes, but more 
particularly to tbe medical profession. If but one physi- 
cian in every Assembly district would make it a point to 
see the member who is elected to the Legislature from his 
district, and ui^ upon him the importance of this measure, 
it is believed thpre would be no difficulty in procuring the 
dedred action of the State. Or, if each county society, in 
accordance with the example set by Oneida county, would 
appoint a special oommittee to attend to this matter in 
tb^r own county, the proper inHaences would be brought 
to bear in season upon our IjCgislatots, and ere another 
yearbadpassed, the State of New York might be redeemed 
from the disgrace which now attaches to it on tliis subject. 

In all our remarks upon the care and treatment of the 
insane, we have assumed that the positively intractable and 
inctirable cases shoald be separated from the recent end 
hopefuHj curable. The vast practical importance of intro- 
ducing this improvement is acknowledged by a large majority 
of physicians connected with lunatic asylums. Wherever 
the improvement bae been iDtroduced it has proved emi- 
nently satisfactory, and truly economicaL In Prussia, where 
the sut^ect of insanity is more thoroughly understood and 
better provided for than in any other country, there arc 
no les9 than fifteen asylums for the incurable and the de- 
mented. The character and management of those insti- 
tutions happily shows that they are well provided with 
every facility and means that can conduce to the recovery 
of any inmate whose mind is not hopelessly beclouded. 
And such should be the local asylums recommended in the 
foregoing remarks. We are aware that Dr. Kirkbride of 
Philadelphia, and some others, have discouraged tbe organi- 
EatJon of this class of institutions ; but they have become a 
neceesity in some of the States, and if we woul'l make 
them like tbe asylums at Dusseldorf nnd Andcrnach, we 
must look well to the general law under which the pro- 
posed local institutions shall be organized, and 
system of supervision that shall be exercised ove 
Then will even tbe most hopeless classes of the insi 
demented, and the epileptic, who now cro^d ou 
houses, be provided with constant medical supervisi 
surrounded by all the hygienic and moral influent 
an enhghtened humanity can snggest to minister to their 
comfort, safety, or improvement. 






s aiat 



THE WEEK. 
Tdz sale of Poisons, and the practical value of the recent 
legislation on the snttject, continue to elicit such opinions, 
pro and con., as lead us to entertain the opinion tliat doctors 
di&r much less than some other persons. That poisons 
should be retailed only upon the prescription and order of a 
physician, except nnder the most guarded provisions against 
their criminal or improper use, all right--miDded phynciana 
admit A few weeks ago, when the new law was discussed 
and its observance urged by the Academy of Medicine, 
some evil-minded fierson undertook, through the medium 
of the Daily Frees, to satirize and ridienle the diacunioa 
and action of tbe Academy on this subjeot. But we are 
happy to notice' that the pre«e is now unitedly and stre- 
nuously advocating the strict observance of the new statute 
relating to poisons. Says the editor of the New York H'm**, 
of this statute : — 

" There is, at tlie present moment, on our statnto-book a 
law whkh, if properly executed, would prevent, as far as it 
is in tbe power of law to prevent, tho careless sale of poi- 
sonous drugs. This act requires that tJie poison shall be 
properly laCellod, and that it shall only be given under the 
prescription of a regularly authorized physician, oi in tlie 
presence of a witness to tlie transaction. Beyond this it is 
impossible to go. A resolution passed by the Pharmaceuti- 
cal Convention aims at a new law which would define who 
reguWly authorised pliysiciacs,' and would limit the 



sale of drugs generally to honest and trustworthy nx 
clearly impossible to attain such an end. . . . AUw 
that the law now on the eUtute-book shall be faithfully 
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is clearly impossible 

is that the law nov 

executed, and tliat culpable carelessness in the sale of pof- 

aonous drop shall meet with the certain punishment that it 

merits. When this Is effected, legislation will have done 

all tliat it can do to protect life from being sacrificed by the 

indiscriminate saJe of poisons." 

This is more confident language than we or the Academy 
of Medicine have uttered, and yet there is good reason to 
believe that, with slight amendments to the statute, this 
opinion will be sustained by experience. The list of poi- 
sonous drags enumerated in the recent Act requires revision 
fur additions and better definitions, and we think some of 
the conditions fur the sale of particular ai-ticles might be 
advantageously modified. But, as we have said before, it la 
a wonder that so good a law as this should have been placed 
upon thestatutebooksby the last Legistatare of New York. 
Upon inquiry we have learned that this important measure 
may be credited to the too honest men in the respective 
branches of that body, vis., Hun. F. E. Roteh, tbe distin- 
guished i^icuLturist, from Otsego, and Hon. P. Murphy, 
tlie good physician, from Niagiira. 

The public may safely allow the Act to remain unaltered, 
for reasons quoted above from the N. Y. Tima ; and if any 
amendments are desirubic, let them be suggested by the 
American Pharmaceutical Association's Irustwortliy com- 
mittee, and the joint committee which has been appointed 
by the Academy of Medicine. The recent discussions in 
the Association, the Academy, and tbo Sanitary Convention, 
on the sole of poisons, have revealed the fact that tbe atten- 
tion of both Druggists and Physicians needs to be aroused 
to an intelligent conuderation of the subject Let our pre- 
sent law remain unaltered and be faithfully observed, until 
Messrs. Proctor, Colcord, Squibb, and the Academy's Com- 
mittee, can suggest and procure such ampndments as may 
be desirable. 
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It is DOW upw&rda of sUt; years since the fact was eeltled 
beyond caril that thescourgeof the human race, small-pox, 
was eradicabl& It wtm proved to a mathenwtical denioQ- 
stntiou that TacciDatkin with cow-pox, a process perfectly 
innocDous to the indindual, would iDsare exemption Irom 
this iDoat intectioua and orait^ious disease, or so modify 
ita malignant propertjes as to raider its atUcIca almoet 
hwmless. Ealightened contiDentol nations, over which 
this terrible phgue, at given periods, spread like a pall of 
death, decimating tcwna and niral districts, seized the proF- 
fered boon as of IhTine sfipointment By systamatic 
Tacdnadon, enforced by Qovernment, the people have 
reoMved such complete protection from small-pox, that in 
many large districts and populous towns a case has not 
been known foraquarter of a century. Will it be believed 
that there is a community, or even an individual in the 
dvilised world, that has not learned by what means perfect 
immunity may be obbuncd from this great destroyer I And 
yet it seems of a truth that in this sixty-first year of vacci- 
nation there is a town in Christendom, whose authorities 
have resorted to the primitive method of frightening people 
away from the unfortunate sick, as the only means of stay- 
ing the progresa of the disease. The following note api- 
peared, during the lust weak, in one of our morning 
papers: — 

SiiALL-Pox. — The Jersey City Common Council on 
Tuesday night directed that printed boards, with the words 
"SmaH-Pox Here," should be placed upon all dwellings 
where this disease exiata. 

Jersey has been facetiously called a foreign state, owing 
to her backwardness in all improvements; but if this action 
of her authorities is a criterion of the general intelligence 
of the people, she may be safely ranked among tiie semi- 
dvilized nations of the world. We suspect, however, that 
this is purely an act of the Common Council, as it is tiilly 
up to tiie level of the intelligence which charaoteriECS the 
ads of such bodies the world over. We shall venture to 
communicate to the Common Council of Jersey City an 
item of acientific intdligence which, though more ibaa iai£ 
a century oM, wilt doubtieae have all the novelty of a 
last night's murder. 

J/jOnIhe appnadi of tmaU-pox lo ajx^idoiu ioxm, t&< 
auAorilkt wmtid tewn Om »ervke» nf teveral rtUablt phyii- 
eiant, «fwf hava f/ionvgh vaoeinationpradited, (Ac inhtMUmt* 
oflliaitov* wiyvld aqog perftd exemption front the diaaue. 

By this means, and at leas expense than to bury half-a- 
dozen of tiieu- dead poor in Potter's field, Jersey City could 
have been made as exempt from small-pox as though that 
disease had never existed in twenty-bur hours. 

A coBREsroNDEiiT of the Loudon Lanat, att^hed to the 
army of Garibaldi, writing from Messina, Aug. 17, says : — 

Pray draw attention to the fact that we are much in 
want of quinine, instruments, shirts, towels, linen oi every 
description, pillows, etc., for we are in a desperate state oi 
need. I wrote that we are losing two per day, but it is 
risinff very rapidly; and the poor volunteers are packed 
like nerriogs m the ho^tals, or rather in boles of atonch 
and filth, without pillows, sheets, or anything. We are 
setting out upon a campaign without an ounce of quinine, 
in a marshy district, ana without a sharp knife. 

These ^peals to the medical profeaaion of England have 
found repeated and lUieral responses in the transmission of 
material aid. We arc not aware that the medical profes- 
sion of this country have coutributcd_any thing, as a body, 



lo the aid of Italian independence, and yet the great body 
of American pbywcians, in common with their fe&ow ati- 
lena, must keenly sympathize with the efforts that ut 
beiog made to secure tiiat object. In the present emer- 
gency they are called upon to give tangible expreesioii to 
that sympathy. We could wish that the medical pnrfesnoD 
of this city would initiate a movement by whidi their bret]H 
ren throughout the com:try could contribute towtida tha 
rehef of tbo wck and suffering soldiers in the army cf Gui- 
baldi. There is an Italian committee of the (Garibaldi fond 
in this city which would aid in carrying out the atiject of 
eucJi a movemenL 

A correspondent of the BotlonUtdindlandBtryieaiJav 
tul furnishes tha following translation from "the Journal oi 
the Proceedings of the Im[>erial Society <rf' PhyeiciaiiB at 
Vienna, of which pRor. RoxiTAiteKT is President, lod 
which is read in every city of Europe." The letter ia d*ted 
Erie, Penn., N. America, 5 Hay, 1860, and is cbaracteriied 
by the same ignorance and low-breeding as the letter wbk^ 
appeared in the Joamai of Medtcint, some months back, 
translated from a leading Oerman periodical: 

"Bixteen years ago there came a barber here, Carl 
Brandes by name. At lirst he starved, then inocutited an 
English lady with the small-pox, was sentenced to a fine of 
1800 dollars, escaped to Catifornia, returned with t hetp 
of gold, paid the trifle, and is now allowed to be the richest 
and most skilful doctor here, although he has no know- 
ledge of percussion, auscultation, and many other things. 
As a ^>ecimen of his knowledge, he still treats scabies by 
internal remedies. Besides him, there flourished here, bil 
October, twenty-four other doctor^ at which time 1 arrived 
here, and began my Vienna practice with much succtsa. 
The iuhabitanis of the city are two-thirds Germans; the 
other third conaista of Yankeca, Indians, and Negroes, the 
latter being moslljr fugitives from the Slave States. Day 
before yesterday I delivered a 14-year old negro girl, and 
to-morrow the &inily, conaisting of aixteen soula, departs 
for Liberia, where eacui one will receive one hundred acres 
of land. German physicians make money here very fist, 
if they understand their 'buaine^' and Knglish. Each 
one has his own medicines, for a knowledge of which I am 
indebted to Herr Dr. Prof Schroff, and Herr Apothecary 
Endticber at the St. Ulricb, of Vienna. Our midwivei 
here are a combination of ignorance and stupidity; the 
Yankee doctors, however, surpass everything m trickery 
and activity, for as aoon aa one of them has been )^ilty of 
anything extraordinarily outrageoua, away he runs. More 
than one hundred patent medicines are puffed in the news- 
papers, and sold here. A great business is done by the 
sellers of worm-medicinea, which is due to the frequent 
occurrence of worm-diseases here, where it ia no rarity fix 
a child to carry about with itself twenty to twenty-six 
ascarides lumbricoides half a foot long For an ounce of 
santonine I am obliged to pay one dollar. He oculists 
^neral'y travel about the country, and ahortiy »nce an 
mdividual by the name of ' Charles von Heintye,' froat 
Berlin, arrived here with a little electrical apjwratus from 
Buffalo, where ho had studied with Prof, Griswold, who 
five years ago waa working upon a railroad. In BufliJo 
street one may read 'R. Stoll— Deitscber Dogter.' This 
man was formeriy a shepherd in Meiningen. and has cer- 
tainty forwarded more into the land of the hereafter than 
ever the world-renowned old Anton of the Leichenhaus it 
Vienna saw dissections. He poaaessea the seventh book of 
Moses, looks at the urine, and gives, generally, three bottks 
of medicine at once. He loves me no better than Oeman 
orthography ; for, by way of a joke, I sent him the urine 
of my Tom. He examined it, and said, ' This man is verr 
sick ;' while that very day the good tiorse had gone with 
me to Waterford and back, a distance, of thirty miles. 
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Since titea the ' Deilacfaer Dogter' drinlcs more iTbiekej 
than eTer. A, montli ago I became acqu^nted with the 
great Indian Doctor JaSson, who used to be a clerk in a 
■tore, and novr wean a beard like the Zouarea, whose 
petaonal acquaintance I was oUiged to make laat ramnier 
m Italy. At ever? place he changee hii name and dreai, 
lik«BcfaaiDeleoi]. He had given two ounoea of the tincture 
of beUadonna to a phthisical patient, and you ma; well 
imagine with what sjmptcHns the miserable man came to 
hia end. When I was Hummoned, and called the 'lodian' 
to account, he drew a revolver, ao that I was obtired to 
call for help to escape, and to put him out of the hoose. 
8iDG« then, be is no more seen in our city. In Rocbcater, a 
quadc by Ute name of Hang delivered a child with a rope. 
The bead was torn from the body, and Dr. Hang now sita 
in prison. He cocfemes, indeed, that be never studied, but 
says he learned a good deal trom booka. Last week there 
came to me a larmcr from Fairview. It was a real ' clinical' 
case of osena ayphilitka. The ' most skiifiU' doctor here 
bad prescribed lor him all sorts of anuff' for two yeara, till 
finally Ma nose fell in like a teat in a atorm. No one 8u»- 
pectod wphiiis. A Dr. Leichmann, of M., gave forty-five 
grains of^ calomel in pneumonia, a abort time »nce. This 
communication will perhaps intereat Oppolier and Skoda. 
The patient, who took this dose three times, recovered, to 
be sure, but lost all hia teeth. Setons and issues I found 
here upon the moat delicate ladies, and every respectsUe 
patient wears blistera of all aorta. On the other hand, no 
leeches are used. limpaittheselactsfortheediGcatJonof the 
Qennan medical world, and stand re^onaible for eveiy word." 

We are informed tliat the statement from wbidi we 
gaUiered the facta in regard to the troubles in the Uedical 
CoLLEOB OF Omo, WM entirely ex-parte ; that Prof- Blacc- 
MAK was sostained by boih Boarda of Trusteea, being 
re-appointed to the Chair of Surgery by each ; and finally 
that the present organisation of (he Faculty is conadered 
It that has existed for several years. 



A Pkactioal Trkatibi on tub Diseases of thi Lunoe, nt- 
OLimiiia THE Principles of Pbtsical Diaomosis. by 
W. H. Walsde, M.D. a new American from the 
third revised and mudi enlarged ^gliah edition. 
Slahcbaid & LiA, 1860, 
nie booksellers rate this work at a high figure because it 
has sold welL We would not undervalue this sort of mer- 
cantile success which conveys to the author, in addition to 
the aHquaniulttm ad ran. the flattering assurance that the 
public finds bis labors useful This hungry public is not 
faatidious. It does not care to pay for elegance or novelty, 
but it wants a great deal for its money, and demands that 
the whole amount of pabulum should be solid and nutri- 
tiou?, and in such form that it can be boiled in haate, assi- 
milated and made ready for use in the shape of practical 
knowledge of the last fact out before the next steamer can 
arrive to contradict it. This book ia just the tiling for Dr. 
Busypill to cram, standing with his hat on in the restaurant 
of Messrs. Bibliopole and Hungerbit. At this late day, the 
critic's occupation is gone; not for him now is the pleasing 
office of bespeakingintereat or predicting succeas. Success 
is an accomplished fact Were it necessary, the reviewer 
might easily consider il, from an hietoncal point of view, 
and veninre to explain by what excellent peculiarities this 
treatise has achieved popularity while the labors of other 
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painstaking patient writers have been overiooked or for- 
gotten. But this is not our purpose. 

Ilioee who have read the book, know that much of the 
literature of the sutigect of auscultation has passed under the 
eye of Dr. WaUw, and that he has judidously aelectad and 
clearly arranged his matwiak. They have noted this by 
dividing the four hundred and filly-eight pages of his book 
into nearly two thousand numbered paragrapha. He has 
indexed the whole eubject so [H^cisely that what ia wanted 
can be found as readily as the author's name in the Medi- 
cal Register. We do not doubt that they have appradatad 
the soundness of the doctrine which bases thwapeutica 
upon something else than the apparent morbid anatomy — 
which takes into account the diathesis, the essence of the 
malady — which does not regard bronchitis as defined when 
staled to be an infiammation of the mucous membrane 
which linea the bronchial tubes (vide pp. 182, etc]. We 
have never seen men who would pronounce the pustules 
of variola and those produced by an inunction of antimo- 
nial unguent to be apccimena of pathological anatomy be- 
longing to the same family, but we have known many to 
write and talk of the poeumonio ioBammations as if they 
were all identical. This Dr. Walshe does not do. 

We were glad to see that he had read with satisfaction 
Dr. Austin Flint's excellent booka, and sorry to see that be 
considets as valid some hypothetical otgections to Dr. 
Cammann's binauricular stethosoope which clearly, thecon- 
text shows, he has never tried to make uaa oL To those 
who have never seen the book at aU we aay, if there be any 
thing which you want appertaining to a treatise on the 
diseaaes of the lungs, and cannot find elsewhere, you may 
look for it with confidence in the work now before us— for 
this includes notioes more or leas compact (J all the ordi- 
nary topics and more bewdes, such as curfaoais of the Inng 
— treatment by the compressed air-bath, the eflects at the 
different climates, choice of residence, etc In stiort Dr. 
Walsbe's Treatise on the Diseases of the Lungs is a book 
eminently fit for counsel to the young ; and as a book of 
referenoe for the experienced, has not been exoetled. 

a r. H. 



There are 12 city brokers in London, ezpreasly devoted 
to tobacco sales; 90 manufoctorers, 1,569 tobaroo rfiiws, 
7,380 workmen engaged in ihe different Isanches of toe 
business, and no less than 252,043 tobacco shops in the 
United Kingdom. And if we turn to the oontment, the 
consumption and expenditure assume proportions pnfectly 
gigantic. In France much more is consumed, in proportion 
to the population, than in En^and. The emperor clean 
100,000,000 francs annually by the government monopoly. 
In the city of Hamburg 40,000 cigars are consumed oaily, 
although the population is not much over 160,000; 10,000 
persons, many of Ibem women aod diildren, are engaged 
in their manufactore; 150,000,000 of cigars are suppUed 
annually ; a printing pre» is entirely occupied in pnnting 
labels for the boxes of cigars, etc, and the business employs 
£400,000,000 or $20,000,000. In Denmaric tiie annual con- 
sumption reaches the enormous average of 70 oe. per head 
of the whole population; and in Belgitun even more— to 
73 OSS., or 3.6 lbs. per head. It is calculated that Ihe entire 
world of amokers, snuffers, and chewers conwime 2,000,000 
of tons of tobacco annuallv, or 4,480,000,000 Ibe. wei^t— 
1 tonnage as the com consumed by 10,000,000 



BuiL-a aiB utuupied in its growth, the produce of which, at 
two pence per pound, woidd yield £37,000,000 sterling, or 
»1B5,000,000. , - , 
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UATERIA MEDICA AND PHARMACY. 

Bt Edwird B. Squibb, 1£D., or Brooklth. 

2/alpraetice. — "Iflhe whole materia modica, as now uaed, 
could be sunk to the bottom of the sea, it would be all the 
better for mankind, and all the worse for the liahes." 

If all the wit thus used could be sunk te the bottom of 
Ike Mft, it might be all the better for mankind, though none 
the worse for the fiahes, tiecauae the lishea would be likely 
to decline the wit, though good, as being improperly applied 
to their cases. Let those who fail to discriminate between 
uses and abuses be impordally tried ; and let it be remem- 
bered in eTidenc«, that wit, equally with ignorance and 
tmganoe, may obtMn current^ as wisdom, whilst the 
proverbial protoncy of wit places it far beyond the others in 
iDfluenoe for Kood or evil 

Iodide of Inm and Cod-Iii>er Oil— M. Gille, a Pharma- 
ceutist of Paris, some time ago established the fact that 
iodide of iron was soluble in fatty matters, and M. Devergin, 
of the Medical Staff of the Hospital Saint Louis, has more 
recently published a formula for its solution in cod-liver oil. 
j^ee Reptrtoira da Pharmaeie for 1600, L zvii. f. 29.) 
This, however, is a new preparation of fixed ratio between 
the conatituenls, and nsplres to the rank of a new remedv 
uider a new and complex name. The remedies being bold 
old, and their association in the same cases not new at all, 
the only fact now te be learned is that [ihysicians may dis- 
solve the iodide in any desired proportion in the cod-liver 
oil, and may thus oonveniently g[ve them together by 
extemporaneous prescripliiin, free frora tlie semi-quackery 
of fenciful bottles, gilt labels, et«. The educated pharma- 
ceutist who puts up such prescriptions will of course know, 
that rtio solution must be either filtered or poured off from 
the small sediment of scsquioxide of iron constantly found 
even in well prepared dry iodide of iron. 

Cullivatiem of Cinchona in Java. — It qjpeara from recent 
stAtements in Holland that not only dues the cinchona tree 
grow and flourish in the island of Java, but that the bark 
of these trees really yields some four per cent, of cinchona 
alkaloids. Whether this yield be the result of a single select 
specimen, or of nn average bark product. Dr. Debrij docs 
not mention. Neither does he give the proportion that 
Quinia bears in this four per cent, of alkaloids. Assuming 
tne it«tements to be practically accurate, there can now be 
but little doubt that Holland will soon open a new source 
for litis raluitble product, and add much te the facilities for 
obtaining good nilta of quinia. 

The Imperial Society of Zoological Acclimation of France 
now ofiers a prize of 1500 francs for a successful attempt to 
acclimate the cinchona tree in France or in any of tlie 
mountains of central Europe. 

AtMwMtttei.— The Oaxtte iMicaU da Lijoiu states, that 
after devoting two sessions to the importent subject OS 
antesthetJcs, the Imperial Society of HediciDe of Lyons 
arrives at<bc following unanimous conclii^ons. 

That ether employed to procure surgical aiucsthcsia is less 
dangerous than chloroform. 

Tnat the araesthesia obtained by ether is as complete and 
te constant as that by chloroform. 

That if there be inconveniences attendant upon the use 
of ether that are not encountered in the same degree by the 
use of chloroform, these are of but little importance, and do 
not compensate the increased danger inherent to the chloro- 
form. That in consequence ether should in funeral be pre- 
ferred to chloroform. An additional motion that by vote 
of the Society a charge of pn-aumptive imprudence should 
reat against any one who, in t^iture, should use chloroform 
when he might have used ether, was lost, 

"■ ' 1 o Rtnudy for Hydrqphobia. — Bouchnrdat 

■ ■ "■ 'it, jtviL f. B6) on the 



autbority of Pere Lagrand, one of the oldest and most 
venerable of the missionaries to Tonquin and Codiin-ChiD*, 
that a decoctionof ahandfulof Bti-aiiionium,givenatotM«t 
has been snccessfuUy used in tlie treatment of hydrophoUa 
in these countries. It is said to produce a short but violent 
Roeees of the disease, after whicn the patient gets well in 
twenty-four boun. M. Bou<4iardat thinka this indefinite 
practice hazardous, and would prefer the measured adminis- 
tration of atropia by the hypodermic method, 

Potatam Chlara*. — In a paper read before a section of tha 
National Medical Association of New Haven, Dr. Fountain, 
of Iowa, advocated the use of Chlorate of Fotassa open both 
theorettcaland practical RTounds; supposing that it nimiabed 
oxygen in a nascent ana most active condition m tnberoi- 
losts and in all other diseases of obstructed retpiratory pro- 
ces3. Hie idea appears to be that want of proper oiidation 
of the blood in tlie lungs b the chief cause of the progren 
of tubercular phthisis beyond a certain point, and tliat the 
de6cient proportion of oxygen may be furnished Ihrou)^ 
the agency of this salL The chemical objections lo this 
theory are, that chlorate of potnssa is not likely te fiiniiah 
oxy^n under the action of any known chemical law, wiihin 
theliving economy. If decomposed at all, itis notprebahle 
that nascent oxygen and chlorate of potassium are the 
results. As actual practice, however, must decide upon the 
value of tiie suggestions of theoretical reasoning, it is te 
experience alone thatsuch points can be legitimately referred. 
There appears to be good reason to believe that theadminis- 
tratiou of chlorate of potassa in the cyanosis met with in 
the last stages of fatal pneumonia, and in ilie same condi- 
tion wherever met svith, wherein suffocation appears te be 
imminent through want of proper acratioD of the blood, is 
often so useful that ite effect cannot be mistaken. But lla 
rank as a remedy in phthisis is by no means so well esta- 
blished. Dr. H. S. Smith, of Brooklyn, following up the su^ 
gcfitions of Dr. Fountain, has applied it in a few cases of inci- 
pient but confirmed tubercular phthisis, wherein the dia- 
gnosis was ample and easy, and the symptoms characteristic 
and prominenL In alt the cases tlie disease was progrew* 
ing steadily, but neither of tlicm had reached tlie stage of 
sollening. liach patient took half an ounce of good ch)or*l« 
of potassa every twenty-four hours, one during a period of 
four weeks, and three for nearly three weeks each. The 
salt soon produced a disgust and loathing of it in all the 
cases, and this increased to the extent of apparently impair- 
ing the appetite for food. Beyond tJiis no other effect of 
the remedy could be detected, either good or bad, b; any 
onlinary mode of observation. 

Liq<ior tyri PtrtttlphaHn. — This chemically imperfect 
persulphate of iron, introduced as a new remedy by MoiimI 
of Bordeaux, has recenti; had some importaat new applica- 
tions which add to its character as a most useful aEtnagent 
and styptic. Its chief point of value appears to be the 
absence of corrosive caustic. Or even irritent effect in appli- 
cation, and in this it prominently differs from nil the otner 
powerful astringents and styptics; whilst iLs power of coa- 
gulating and radically changing the animal fluids, and of 
constringing and condensing tlie animal tissues, is e<}ual to 
if not beyond tliat of any other agent hitherto applied for 
such purposes. The late Dr. Isaacs used a dilute solution 
successfully, by injection, in two very obstinate cases of 
gleel, alter all ordinary modes of treatment had faUed. It 
succeeded in sis weeks, after an unsuccessful though wA 
directed treatment of many months. Dr. A. N. Bell, of 
Brooklyn, used it to arrest the hemorrhage aflcr operation 
for fmlula in ano, and availed himself of the adherent coa- 
gulum formefl to separate the incised surface during dcain- 
zfttion. It subserved the purposes of the ordinary pledget 
of lint conveniently and well, and avoided the usual dis- 
placement and renewal consequent upon (he use of lioL 
Dr. H. S, Smith, of Brooklyn, used it by injection to an 
externa! incomplete fistula in ano, with the effect of a solid 
cicatrization of the walls after a single application. He ako 
used it, but without success, as on hiemostatic in a ca^ of 
hemorrhage from tlia gums »fter the pKtnotion oTjk nun>- 
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ber of teeth. Dr. Hamilton, of Brooklyn, used a. dilute 
solution aa an application to weak, flabby granulations, witli 
tbe mme SDCcraa that attended the application o( solution 
of nitnte of ailrer in the same case. 



PHYSIOLOGY AND HISTOLOGY. 
Br Wm. H. iBOHBoit, M.D. 
1, Animal Eltrtricily.—M. Matteucci, one of the moat distin- 
guished nacnea in electrical science, in a memoir presented 
«t the Mtting of the French Academy, Aug. 6, 1860, relates 
aome interesting experiments on the electro-motor power 
of tbe organ of the torpedo, which prove that this power, 
sufficient to produce ■ constant current which wiU keep 
the needle of the gatvaDometer deflected from twenty to 
tbirij houni, exists independent of the action of the ner- 
vous syHl«m. Two torpedoes, which had been kept in sea 
water for fifteen hours after they were cau^t, were placed 
in a tin box, which was then deposited in the midst of a 
lar^ block of ice. Every two days the box was taken out 
to test the electro-motor power of the organ. After two 
days the deviation of the needle was almost as great as in a 
tivmg torpedo. After four days it yet gave a constant 
deviation of from 50' to 60°, and it was not until after 
eight At.j% that it was reduced to 5° or 6', and then the 
anme of tbe current was the same as at the beginning, 
which ia also that of tbe instantaneous discharge. By 
another experiment, M. Matteucci proves also that the elec- 
tro-motor power augments, and that this au^entation per- 
sists during a certain length of time by exercising the 
organ. Two pieces of the electric organ, of the same size 
and from tbe same fiah, were placed together, ho that the 
donal surfaces lay in contact. If then one of the pieces be 
pricked with a pm, or better, one of the small nervouH fila- 
ments of this piece be struck with the end of a pair of scis- 
sors, it will afterwarda be found, on completing the galvanic 
drcle between the two pieces, that their currents are not 
equal, but that the one which has been exdied, has acquired 
an eiectro-motor power much stronger than the other, which 
Itsla for a certain length of time. A fact analogous to this 
he baa found in the electro-motor power of muscles, but 
there are several contrasts in this function in muscles, and 
in the electric organ of the torpedo. In the former there 
are set up active chemical processes which chaige the sub- 
stance itself of the muscle, and the composition of whatever 
gaseous medium it ia in, while, at the same time, heat and 
mechanical force are prtKluced ; but in the electric organ he 
has proved, by the most delicate tests, that no beat is dis- 
engaged nor la any chemical change effected in anything 
during the period of its activity. 

2. Chenical Ramircha on the Fiinflioni of the Liver and 
Ponma*. — During the same sitting of the Academy M. De 
Luca reported the result of his analysis of a portion of liver, 
and certain fatty mattem found in the right heart and vena 
cava inferior of a patient who had died with an atrophied 
pancreas. From the liver' both glucose and glycogenic 
matter, in all respects the same as found by M, A. Bernard, 
were obtained, clearly eetabliahing that the disease of the 
pancreas had not sensibly modified the glycogenic function 
of the liver. The fatty matters, on examination, showed no 
evidence of free fatty acids, or of having been saponified or 
otherwise chemically decomposed. This want of being 
acted upon couki, from what precedes, be only attributed 
to the disease of the pancreas, M. Bernard, aa is well 
known, having abown that in the normal state the pan- 
creatic juic« has the pro^rty of decompoaing facts. 

3. The subject of the Reproduction of Bone continues to 
attract the attention of physiologiata, which it is well cal- 
culated to do from its important practical bearings. M. 
Flourens presented a paper for Sf . Borguet to the Academy, 
detailing the results of resections perfornied on three 
patients, in which not only repair, but reproduction of bone 
to ft considerable extent, had occurred. One of the cases 



was a comminuted fracture of the upper third of the 
humerus, complicated with a penetrating wound, in which 
the bone was reduced to a great number of irregular angu- 
lar fragments. The seat of the fracture waa largely bid 
open, and the fragments removed, leaving the periosteum 
in its place, and then the whole waa treated aa a simple 
incisea wound. Instead of the bone removed a soft and 
fibro-cartilaginous tumor was formed, which at a much later 
period became osseous. This new bone waa shorter by 
two centimetres, but more voluminous and p.-iituberant 
than the portion it replaced, but the movements of the 
shoulder were free in every direction, and tlie patient had 
perfect command over bis arm. Another case was a resec- 
tion of a portion of the clavicle for caries, including eight 
centimetres of the length of the bone, which waa r^ro- 
duced to the extent of five centimelrea. Examined ten 
years after the operation, the new bone was harder, shorter, 
and thicker, and a little more irregular than the old bone, 
but was continuous without any apparent line or demarca- 
tion with either the original acromial or sternal fragments. 
M. Borguet maintains tnat to judge rightly of the results of 
sucb operations, they should be examined a long time after 
tlie cure, and he suggests whether tlie chain aaw may not 
be used to detach tLe periosteum from the deep surface of 
the bone, where it is impossible to resort to other instru- 
ments.— (ffar. da Ilc^laux, Aug. 14.) 

a. oilier continues bis researches on this subject, and in 
the lost number of the Journal de la Pky$iohgU, Jan. 1860, 
he gives a very interesting account of nis experiments on 
TraniplatilaUon of Bone. In tbe number for August 4, 
we have given an account of his experiments on ti-ansplan- 
taUon of periosteum, but his success is no less marked in 
these ca.<ies also in which he has trann)lanted, 1. Bone taken 
from a living animal and placed in the midst of tbe tissues 
of an onim&l of the same species. 2. Bone taken from an 
animal dend for a certain length of time (in some cases for 
an hour and a quarter after death), and placed in the midst 
of the tissues of an animal of the same spedes; and 3. Bone 
taken from a living animal and placed in the tissues of an 
animal of a different species. The presence and int«grity of 
the periosteum was the main condition requisite for tbe 
success of the experiment. 

i. Influence of l3nNervt» on the Cohroflht VaunuSlood. 
— Id a communication to Du Boia-Baymoikd, H. Heycr 
mentione some experiments which show the influenoe of 
nervous action on the color of the venous blood. After 
section of the ischiotic nerve, the blood from a cutsneoua 
vein in the neighborhood was at first still dark, but a few 
minutes later it issued with a bright red color, and conti- 
nued to do so even after seven days. An analogous result 
was obtained from six olher aimilar experimenls. He 
states that as early as 1820, Krimer stated as tlie results 
of his experiments "that the bright red blood of tbe arteries 
passes as such into the veins, witlioat becoming, during it 

passage in the v""-- ■■ — '- — ' — — ■' ■- ' — 

or dest 
ence of the latter." These observations gain at present in 
interest through Bernard's discovery regarding their varie- 
ties in the color of venous blood of glandular organs, accord- 
ing to their condition of activity or rest. — BriL Med.-Chir. 
Rev., July, ISeO. 

5. Efich of Artificial Watery Blood. — In Virchovi'i Ar- 
' ' ' 'ii., M. Hermann relates ?ome experiments 

St the 

_ t first 

found that by very groat dilution albumen and hematin 
appeared in the urine simultaneously, whence he concludes 
that the albumen proceeds not from the serum, hut from 
the blood globulin. Another interesting fact, servine to 
corroborate the suspected relstion!>hip of bile and blood 
])igmcnls, was that biliary pigment always appeared in the 
urine after dilution of the blood, and also always preceded 
the hematin. The multiplication of facts of this kind affords 
grounds for hoping that before long tlietnw rela(io^|of tbe 
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liver to Uie hislorj of the red corposclea will be cleared up. 
Some features of the pathology of puipura bemorrbacii^ 
as also of uuemia mercurialiB on the other hand, have loDg 
augg«gt«daD important modifying function intheUver upon 
the corpuscular elements of the blood, which we can hardly 
beUeve, with some physiologists, is restricted to the destruC' 
tion and breaking up of worn out red didu. 



^tprts of jSotirfifs. 

■ AMERICAN PHARMACEUTICAL ASSOCIATION. 
Tbi oiuth annusi meeting of the American Pharmaceutical 
AesociaUon wag held at the University Buildings in the 
city of New York. 

In accordance with the previous adjournment, the mect^ 
ing was called to order at three o'clock p.n., Sept. lllh, by 
the President, Samuel Colcord, of Boston. 

A Committee on Credentials was appointed, consiBting 
of Mr. Gordon of Cincinnati, Maisi^ of Philadelphia, and 
Coddington of New Tork, who reported upon the several 
delegations, and afterwards read a list of persona who bad 
been elected since the last meeting, and also offered the 
names of several as candidates for membership. 

Messrs. Prestreaui, Green, Maisch, Block, Gordon, Proc- 
tor, Squibb, and Tniis, were ^pointed as a committee to 
nominate ofBcers for the ensuing year. 

The report of the Executive Oimmittee was next read 
by the Chairman, Charles T. Carney, of Boston. — Adopted. 

The Committee on Home AdiAterations offered their 
report, which was also adopted. 

Mr. Jobs Miakih, of New York, offered the following: 

BHnlTed— TbU > BulneH CflmmlllH b* (ppolPtsd Is lata ctauga 

tfOHlBrtlM, 



The President then read his annual address, in which 
were embodied many very useful suggestions relating to the 
fbturv prosperity of the Association. It was listened to 
wi^ marked attention by all present, and at its conclusion 
elicited if^isuse. ' 

The Association then adjourned until nine o'clock Wed- 
nesday mmning. 

Seooito Dat. — WnmESDAT, Sctt. 12. 

The meeting was called to order by the President; after 
which the minutes of the previous meeting were read and 
approved. 

The Committee on Nominations offered the following 
report, which was unanimously adopted ; 

For Prtfidrnt, Henry T. Kiersted, of New Tork. Fii^ 
iVeriiraiCt, Wm. J. M. Gordon, of Cincinnati; Wm. S. 
Thompson, Brit, Md. j Theodore Metcalf Boston. Record- 
ing Stertlary, James T. Shinn, Philadelphia, Corraponding 
&enlary, P. Wendover, Bedford, N.Y. 7V«uurer, Henry 
Hariland of Boston. Ikrcutive Committte, Wm. Proctor, 
Jan., of Philadelphia ■ Charles A. TufU, N.H. : James Balmer, 
Boston ; Geo. W, Weyman, Pa. ; James T. Shinn, Phila- 
delphia. ComTniltee on Prograt of Pharmacy, John M. 
Maisch, Philadelphia ; Charles T. (imey, Boston ; Edward 
S, Wayne, Cincinnati ; John Meakim, N. T. 

The Preudent elect being rf)sent, the First Vice-Presi- 
dent, Mr. Gordon, took tlie chair. 

On motion of Mr. Mealdm, the following resolution was 
adopted: 

S«olT*d— Thct iBfltiitloiit be tenderol U> Edwatd Dalidrld. Piwrtdeat 
of tba Collage of PhnfdaDa nad BinenH ; John W. Onwr, Preddtat 
tl th* UalTanltT Hedlal Oolltce; Jokn WatMn. PmlcleBl of ihe 
AeaiamjorMadldaa;!"-'"-'-^^- - - 

the Aeadtnr of I 
Cmtniir Medlst B 

On motion of Mr. Weigand, the thanks of the Associa- 



tion wen voted to (he Prewdent and active officers of Uie 
AdsociaUon, for the able manner in which they had di»- 
charged their duties during the past year. 

Prof Prootok next offered a rewriulion to the effect, that a 
committee of five be appointed to prepare a list of questions 
to be answered by the various members next year. Meesra. 
Weigand, Green, Tuft*, and John, were af^rauiled on (hat 



Some of the questions propoMd at the last meeting of 
the Association were then answered by various members ; 
after which the meeting adjourned until three o'clock in 
the aAemoon. 

Ariidioon SnsiaiL 

The meeting was called to order by the First Tice- 
PreridenL The Business Committee called up the fotlow- 
ing resolution, which had been laid on the table at the 
previous meeting: 

Bwlied— That a ebaage tn ths eonattliitlDiu] pniTlalon 



Tersrred, be raremd to tba meeUn; of oaii 

Mr. Parbisb spoke in favor of the resolution, maintaining 
that it would t>e greatly to the interest of the Aseodation 
to have an increase in the number of members ; the annual 
income would then l>e greater, thus affording an o|^>ortu- 
nity for bavins; a central office and salaried officer, who 
should devote his time to the interests of the body; tfaeo, 
again, the influence of numbers would be great when the 
Asaociatiou demanded any legislative action in its bebalC 

Dr. Squibb Ihoi^ht that the establishment of a third 
order of members would be productive of a great deal of 
harm, and that, instead of increasing Ihe influence of ttie 
body in reference to numbers, by the admission into its 
ranks of eclectics, homoeopathk etc, the exact oppodte 
would be the case. He was in ijavar, however, of reteiring 
the matter to a committee to report upon. 

Mr. Parrish did not wish to be understood as not in- 
aisting upon the quaUScations for membership; they were, 
in his opinion, of primary importance. He was, however, 
in favor of enlisting in ihe organization every reputable 
anotbecary throughout the country. In coiictuaion, b« 
offered a resolution that a committee of five be ^)p(Mnted 
to mature the proposition, and report at the next meeting 
of the Association. The resolution was lost. 

The Business Committee offered the foUowing resolu- 
tion, having reference lo a suggestion in President Coloord's 



re Fron^illDp of th« AmoUtlon. 



wHm, tat pabNatlai 
*dliia ba plaaadat 
ID altar the labor abi 



e luBlli Tcdama ; that a fill aat of tba Pro- 
l>oaal of (acta a mombar, to ba raUlMil b; 
been perf)>nDad. 

The resolution being adopied, Ihe Chair appointed Mr. 
Thos. S. Weigand for that purpose. 

Mr. Stkakns thought that the artistic execution of the 
certificate for membership was not what it ought to be, and 
suggested the propriety of changing its form. He then 
ofieied a resolution to that effect: 

BMolred— That at the iwilBeata of niemberdilp of thia Anodatloii la sot 
eoBBMaced approiolala In polDtof attlatlE anKUlan, a ODminlUea (< Uma 
ba appolDted bf the cbalr to laille dealgna from arUata lor tba poipoaa, 
•aid mnmlttoe being iDilmcIed U draw upon the tretsoi) lOr a aum out 
eieeidlBg ttO, to paj Iha DeenarHT eipanaaa; and report nsaoHt at tha 

Mr. CoLooBD did not think that any action was called for 
in the matter, that it would be time enough to act upon 
such a resolution when the Association should find it neoes- 
sary to grant diplomas of qualilicZtions to those who chose 
to compete for them. He was of the opinion that this 
would be the case in two or three years. 

Dr. Squibb heartily approved of the suggestion of Mr, 
Coioord. 

Afler a little discussion as to the propriety of adopting 
the resolution, on motion of Mr. Colcord, it was laid upou 
the ti^Ie. 
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The reading of anewera to queries was then reaumed, 
occupying the renuioder of the time up to one o'clock, tho 
hourofr^' 



Thirii Dat. — THPRSDiT. 

The meeting wm called to order by the President elect, 
Mr. Eiereted, who made a short and appropriate addreM. 
The moat pwt of the morDing and afternoon aession was 
taken up in answers to the queries of tut jear. 

The time and place at which the next, meeting should be 
held was diECumed, when it was finally agreed that the 
AssociadoD sliould convene at St Louis on the fourth 
Wednesday in August, 1861. And in connexion wkh that 
subject, Mr. Stearns offered the following; 

SESOLTED— Thil • HinnKM of Bins membm be iHiohiled to eom' 
■noBd wHh UHl«idlHptan»snttaUBfU>*WHtonicnlH,lDTllliw4brfr 
lAv^MK *t Uh una UBUl aoMhig MStLMilLad If rnMhabl* U 
orgulie u aiaii^D jftrtj to MiR from Iha Atknllo dtla tar Ow mtot 

The pesolutiun haring been adopted, the chair appointed 
the following gentlemen ai members of that committee: — 
Messrs. Colcord, Boston ■ Meakim, New York ; PorriBh, 
Philadelphia; Stearns, Detroit; Oal^ Chicago; Gordon, 
Cincinnati; Wejnwn, Pittsburgh; Thompson, Sumpler, 
S. C. ; nnd Peabody, Buffalo, N, Y. 

Mr. Stbabhs also offered a resolution as fbllowa, which 
was adopted ; — 

RESOLTKD— TbU Qm AwwUtlOB vtll not iDHpt uy teinrt or KJeDtMa 
fftpfT written bj % nKiobeT or cnntrtbnt^ by IU17 p«noi not ■ membor 
vhieb bift b*aa pt«Tloiuty pHntsd utd dlatrfbotfid. 

The meeting adjourned until H >-■'• '^o Friday. 
PouRTH Dat. — Fetoat. 



nu SAUi or MtaoM. 

The meeting was called to order by the President, the 
minutes were read, and on motion adopted. 

Mr. Hkkrt N. Fish of Conn, read a paper upon the life 
and character of Cavendiah — referriag to the parentage and 
education of the distinguished chemist and discoverer; giv- 
ing interesting anecdotes of his eccentricities, antipathies, 
elc, and closing with a review of his religious opinions. 

The Budnesa Committee tJien offered the following pre- 
amble and resolution based upon a recommendation in the 
President's address : — 



t nlrioet >■ OBO of tbt Rftmutlou DH«t ddtntilo 

1* at tht public; iBd mhmat tmnl btib hira 

■—null ud pr^oHd ttr Ifea pupaae lit affssllBc tte dmlnd oti)eM, 
(T «f vblol] mttnlr nml* Ilw uipnivil of tlili bsdj, Ibtnton— 
SOL V E D— ThU t&g Jadgmaiit ortUa AHodatloB be aim' h^ npog Um 

. j:t, ud ttant tbenoa > mnalttna of ttmu b* >ppc4ol*< to niMDn ■ 

plAB bj vhlcb Iho objoela 11U7 upar to bo boot I 
tomportnttlwaeit HHtmitflb* Amoc~ 



rt KppDlat*4 1< 



Dr. GoTHiua remarked that the question was one which 
should be approached with a great deal of care, and with a 
delennination to do something besides empty tslkiog. All 
the laws that had thus far been enacted for controlling the 
sale of poisons were inefficient, from the feet that they 
began at tlie wrong end. One objectionable provision to 
his mind was that which empowered any pharmaceutist to 
dispense poisons upon the recommendabon of a rtffular 
p&yndan. He was not aware of soy means by which such 
a regular practitioner could be vouched for, if he was not 
known to the apothecary. No man should necessarily be 
called a physician who could write a dove-tailed B at the 
head of liis directions, and sign his name as M.D. at the 
end. It was important, then, to detemiiue who was the 
regular physician, and equally important to decide who was 
the competent apotJiecary. He also maintained that no 
man should sell poisons unless he was duly licensed to do 
so, eitlier by a certificate from some college of pharmacy, 
firom the American Pharmaceutical Association, or from 
one or two respectable practitioners of medinne in the ci^ 
or village in which he resided, and that the eridence of 
such an ability should be displayed in a consfHCuoua place 



ab^ I 



his alAte. The whole ottject of this was simply that the 
•thecaiy, when be comes to deal out poisonous dose^ 
" ieel that he bas a iespon«bilit^ to bear, and is to 
_— _er to some one for the manner m which it should be 
done. He thought that the adoption o! some such measni* 
would btt the first step in the right direction. 

Mr. C0DDIH01VH did not suppose that any restrictions 
upoD the sale of poisons would do away with the tendency 
to commit suicide; but, on the contrary, the provisians of tiie 
law were such that any person could purchase poison by 
the wholesale, and thus, if necessary, always have it at 
hand in tlie houae to help themselves out of the world, 
when their determination for so doing should be sufficieody 
strong. Again, by keeping poisons in such quantitiea around 
the house they might very often be used by mistake Ibr 
culinary purposes. Even if the diiScultJeB of procuring 
poisoos were much greater, it would then only become 
with the suicide a choice of means. 



SlcMcal fttos. 



ARMT MEDICAL RfTKLUOBXCB, 

Abbott. — The leave of absence heretofore granted to 
Asaistant Surgeon B. Y. Abbott has been extended until 
December 1, 1800, with permission to leave the Depart- 
ment of Texas. 

Foard. — Leave of absence for four months has been 
granted to Assistant Surgeon A. J. Foard, Medical Depart- 

McEee. — Assistant Sut^ieon J. C. McEee, Medical De- 
^tment U. S. A., will proceed, without delay, to Fort 
C^aig, and report for field service to Major E. C. Gatlin, 
Seventh U. 8. Infantry. 

Tamsamt. — Asustant Surmon J. Yansant, Medical De- 

girtment, has been aesigued to temporary duty at Fort 
alles, Oregon, 



Charltok. — Assistant Surgeon Thoa. J. Charlton haa been 
ordered to the Naval Hospital, Chelsea. 

Garhbtt and Kenkbdt. — Assistant SurgeOB A. &. Gar- 
nett has been detached from tho Navy Yard at Washing- 
ton, and ordered to proceed by steamer of ^th October from 
New York to Key West, and report for dtity on board tb« 
United States steatner Wyandotte, as the relief of Asustant 
Surgeon Stewart Kennedy. 

KrsoaKNBEHOES. — Surgeon W. 8. W. Ruschenbei^n has 
been ordered to proceed to Norfolk, to report for duty on 
board the steam sloop Richmond. 

Sahtord aiid Sheldon-— Assistant Surgeon i. W. Ssn- 
ford, jr., has been ordered to proceed to Key West by 
steamer of 5th of October, to relieve Assistant Sui|^n 
H. L. Sheldon, of the U. S. ateamer Crusader. 

Btntrci the death rate of New York to the death rate of 
Paris, and you will save 4,000 lives annually. Kcduce the 
death rate of New York to the dentli rate of Loudon, with 
a population thrice as great, and you will save 9,000 human 
Uves every year. M^e New York as heoltliy as it was 
fifly years ago, and you will save more than 11,000 human 
Uvea every year. Aiid if you raise the health of New York 
to the standard proposed by the English General Board of 
Healtli and of the Regiatrar General, you will save annually 
nearly 15,000 ]ivea.—Jiobbiiu. 

TooTurioKS Aim their Importation. — Where do the 
toothpicks come from ? It is supposed tliat the Yankee, 
when he first felt the necessity of cutting a stick of timiier 
in order to provide himselt' with a toothpick, g^ned the 
knowledge of whittling, and has since kept and improved 
upon the lesson. A New Englander will produce a tooth- 
pick with his knife from almost everything except a bar of 
jron, but witli ail his inventive genius it has remained for 
the natives ttf Chih to supply this toolhpicking nation with 
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a lar^ proportion of tbe inBtrutDents r<H- gratirying thair 
tubit or neoesaitj. Tbe Aged snd decrepit snd tbe young 
of both sexes of Ghm are engagftd in preparing l^ose littw 
orutge Micks timt one Sods &t every reetMirant and hotel 
in the city and eoontir. Tbeao tbey whittle oot with 
astonishing ra|Hdity, at tae rate of Stb ot- six hundred in m 
hour. The stickg are then packed in bundles of a thoneand 
each, and sent to this dty ; being imported expreiHly by a 
lady in DiTision street, wdom son superintends their manu- 
fiuiture in ChilL Here the toothpiclis are sold for twenty 
oenta a thousand, and scattered all over the country — 
placed in the reataurants and hotels, and in the hands of 
every tootlipickiag Tankee in tbe Republic. To such «i 
extent is this traffic carried, that the proprietors of tbe 
Astor House akme purchase eight or ten barrels of every 
importation, and retail them among the conntrj hotels. 
A restaurant with a g^ood run of custom will consume 
about twenty thousand toothpicks in three weeks. 



DiPDTBisiA contisuee to prevail io some sections of Central 
New Tort Dr. Geo. W. Bradford, of Homer, Cortland 
county, furnishes the following statistics of diphtheria occur- 
ring in his practice. " The first case appeared in Hay last 
— Uie total number to September 1st is fifty-two,- of which 
eighteen were males and thirty-four femaka. 

Under 1 year of age there were 2 cases. 

Between 1 year and 5 years of age there were 
" B and 10 " * "1 



60 



70 



16 



ToUl, 52 

This incbdes all that were attacked with the ordinary 
symptoms of diphtheria ; of this number thirty-seven (3t) 
had membrauoua deposition, and several of those patients 
who bad not that lymptom were among the most severe 
and difficult cases — suffering more pwn and difficulty in de- 
riutjtien than many who had abundant membranous exn- 
oatioB in their throat&" 

Dr. Caleb Green, who practises in the same district, 
writes that up to Uie present date be has treated forty 
easca of diphtheria. He stales that hia treatment has been 
the same as that of other phyaioiaas in that district, vis. 
" nibefmsitnta lUadSy per3tvered in during the progress of 
tbe case, and immediately followed by the application of 
water fomentations to the throat internally. Our mate 
dependence is Tinct Mor. Ferri, Quinia, ana the Chlorate 
of Soda or Chlorate of Potaasa." 

Ttpboid Fbv«b is prevailing extensively, but strictly in 
a sporadic form, in various secdons of the elevated dis- 
tricts of the southern tier of counties in this slate. 

DTBETmitT is prevalent in the same sections of oonntry, 
and seems to be complicated with certain bilious and 
typhoid febrile conditions. 

The cities and large villages of the state of New York 
are unusually free from febrile and diarrhceal aRectkins. 
abating eJvAera infantum in this city. The esoellence ana 
great ajjundance of the fruits of the season, and the com- 
parative dryness of the atmosphere, are facts worthy of no- 
tice in connexion with this statement respecting the health 
of our cities; while in connexion with the foregoing re- 
cord of diphtheria, dysentery and enteriq ftver in the region 
of high summit lands and elevated valleys, the notable fact 
of excessive humidity and an extreme diurnal range of tem- 
perature has been noted by observers there. The altitude 
of that district is from eleven hundred feet (in its vallovs), 
to sixteen hundred feet above the level of the sea, and its 
natural drainage may be considered the moat perfect of 
any section of this state. 

Cholbra is reported in Spain, and at Uadras, in India. 
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SPECIAL NOTICEa 

Nkw Tork Santtart Absociatioh. — The cotimiftu I9- 
poinUd to invaligaU the case of poiaonittg repofiti "J 
Dr. Oriscoh, tiitif Tcpori at (Ae nart mertting. Comxittb: 
— Drs, S. R. Ferct, Robbrts, and Batchilpbil 

CoLLKoE or Phvsicians AHD Sdboeotis. — OrdtT qfp*- 
UmiaOTy Iteturet remaira wtekanged. 

UHivERarrr Uedical Collkoi. — On ifondai/, Oet 1, ^ 
profrmon emaiMniie their preUminary Uctara. 

Ntw York Mkdioai. Collige.— Orrfer o/ pr«tow«ni 
kcturm remain* unchanged. 
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CLINICAL LECTJJRES ON AMPUTATION. 

[HE MEW TOEK HOSPITAI. 



JOE[N WATSON, U.D., 



I^CTORS IV. 

We have now Qentlemen, gone over some of the points 
coonected witn sui^ul o|ieration!>, particularly atnputa- 
tioaa; we have alluded to the different amputations, the 
varioua methode of performing them, and the iadicationB 
which should determine your course of action. At our 
last discourse we went over, in a summary way, some of the 
points which it was necessary for you to take into account 
in connexion with the coDsequencea of severe operations. 
I dwelt at that time, however, more particularly on those 
troubles which belonged to diBturbances of the vascular 
system, and only, nndei the head of nervous disorders, 
made a reference to tetanus. I said but httle, however, of 
the ikock that was attendant apon severe injuries or upon 
operations ; neither did I refer to anno, traamaiie ddirtutn, 
or ddirium trsment. All these complicationB are worthy of 
your attention, inasmuch as you wiU find moat, if not aU of 
tbem, of very common occurrence in your surgical practice. 

Wliat do yon mean by shock ? It is a depression of the 
vital forces. Now, you will find that the intensity of this 
prostration. Its duration and time of appearance after the 
accident, varies very greatly in different indiridu^ 
depending for the most part on their temperament and the 
severity of the injury^. Tou will see some patients, after 
a very severe laceration, brouglit into the Hospital with 
little or no shock, as in the case we have just looked at 
down stairs. That roan is suBering firom a compound com- 
minuted (racture of the leg, and the limb hos been terribly 
twisted, yet a half an hour aAer tbe accident he suQera but 
little pain, and his pulse is normal in frequency. In all 
probability, if you visit him nx hours hence, you (vill find 
altogether another stage of things, that is to say, there 
will be n marked depression of his vital energies; his pulse 
will be weak and small; his skin cold and clammy, and 
there will be jactitation presenL If that man's limb 
required amputation, by an operation I would ward off 
that accumulation of shock; in other word^ I would antici- 
pate it, and would relieve his system of the burden, as I 
did recently in another similar case. About ten days ago, 
a man was brought into the ward under the same circum- 
stances, and had also a compound comminuted fracture in 
nearly the same locality which, however, required amputa- 
Uon. I saw him very soon after the accident, and took off 
bis limb before the shock had sufficiently accumulated to 
weigh down his energies^ and thus cave him a much better 
chance than if I had waited. In all cases of tliat charac- 
ter, when you see them at that time, do your duty at once, 
for you need not hesitate concerning the propriety of the 
adoption of such a measure. Tins, I think, is a point 
which is not sufficiently insisted upon. The general im- 
|n«ssion is, that the shock comes on immediately; this is 
a great mistake; the system requires some little time to 
feel the impression. An acddent In its effects is not unlike 
in cbarBcter s violent moral emotion. Let me give you 
an instuice. I told a hidy, whom I saw some two or three 
weeks ago, that a very near and dear relative of bets, who 
was exceedingly ill at the time, was likely to die. On 
receiving such a piece of intelligence she appeared, to all 
intents and purposes, indifferent, as if she regarded it as a 
matter of course. I then left her 10 return the neit day 
and find her weeping mostbitlerlyat the thought of such a 
reeult, showing that the moral sensibilities in tbe meantime 
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had accommodated themselves to the drcnmstonces, that 
after a lull the storm bad burst in all its fiiry. There is, than, 
an interval between the reception of the cause and its effect^ 
which, OS I remarked before, varies withdiffe rent individuids. 
Now, you may mistake what we mean by shock for 
something else, for coUopae, which it resembles very closely; 
but it is very important that you nark the difference be- 
tween the twa Gollapse cconefl on a long time after the 
reception of the injuiy, after reaction basl>een attempted, 
or when the system can no longer resiat the effects or the 
shock, and is perfectly exhausted. In shock you have 
some chance for recovery, in collapse much less, and some- 
times none at alL You see, then, a proper distinction 
between the two, and, aa far as it relates to the matter of 
prognosis, it is of vital importance. What, then, are the 
symptoms of shock? There is a sudden urest of the 
development of nervous power ; the steam, so to sfteak, is 
cut off from the machine ; the nervous power generated in 
the brain and various nervous centres is arrested ; the heart 
no longer feels the influence of its accustomed stiuulns, 
and its action is in consequence interrupted ; all the secre- 
tions of tbe body, for the same reason, are checked, and 
perhaps nearly eease to work, until such time as the system 
can restore its equilibrium and reaction is established. 
Occasionally you will fmd a person suffering from shock 
who is entirely unconacious ; this, however, is not a 
general tiling unless the shock has involved the organ of 
thinking more titan the rest of the body, that is to say, the 
brain. If that organ be involved, we nave a comiJicalion 
of shock described in the boolis under the head of 
amtumiim, and which is li^le to run into coma. This state 
of ihin^ must not bo oomponnded with shock ptr te. 
Concussion expresses the meclumical condition aa affecting 
the vital action, while coma by itself only refers to the in- 
l«lleotual condition referred to, or in other words, the 
shock. The amount of coma, in some instances, may be 
out of all proportion to the amount of shock, while in 
other cases the shock may be out of all proportion to the 
amount of cerebral disturbance, showing how in different 
coses the gravity of the prognosis may be ir.odified. In 
some cases, then, the shock mav be very severe and yet the 
mind be perfectly clear. Shock may not only exhaust the 
thinking faculties, the power to express and observe, but 
it goes a little further than this, it destroys tbe powN to 
feel I remember one man wlio was admitted years ago 
into this Hospital, who had lallen into a lye-tub, aoorching 
the whole surface of his body. That man told the dass of 
students assembled at the bedside, that he suffered no pain 
and hod not nnce the start. Why was this 7 Because the 
shock had been so intense as to destroy his perceptive 
power. In connexion with this loss of sensibility, as is 
always the case, there was great exhaustion. He was 
breathing fast and short: he was tormented with excessive 
thirst; his sltin was cold; his tongue purple, and in an 
hour or two after he calmly expired. The power of sensa- 
tion wilt sometimes fail before the intellectual, as in tbe oases 
of etherization. You place the saturated sponge to the 
nose and mouth of the patient, and the first effect produced 
is a loss of sensibility to pain ; he will not suffer during the 
operation, althon^ he has consciousness enough left to 
know what is going on ; yon cany your annstheaia further, 
anil his perceptive power also will be gone. I will give 
you another cose that will illustrate what I ora q)eaking 
about : — A lad was admitted long since into this Hospit^ 
whose thigh was torn off at the hip joint, and it was neces- 
sary to remove ibe hea<l of the Iwne. The vessels were so 
thoroughly torn that there waa no hemorrhage ; the 
femoral artery at the groin was beating at a furious rate. 
The patient was pale, nad ar^id pulse and hurried respir*- 
tioo, but suffered no pain whatever ; all he desired during 
the operation was an occasional drink of water, and when 
this was given him he would turn with tbe utmost uncon- 
cern to watch the sui^oQ trimming the wound, as if 
only to satisfy an idle curioaty to see how thin^ were 
progreasing. These, then, are the different vnnelies of 
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shock and their effecia upon the ejstem geneTallj. I give 
them to you in thia way rather than in the abetract, in 
order to impress llie important points more forcibly upon 
your mind. 

Following in the tnun of shock is leBCtion; this will 
show tteelf at a longer or shorter titne after, according to 
oircumstanceB ; if the system feels the ell'ecis of the injury 
aooD after it is inflicted, tlien reaction will come on propor- 
tjonately quick; if tlie opposite ia the case, the appearance 
of the action will be delayed acvordindy. Reucliun, in its 
turn, reaulta in febrile disturbance, and then you have the 
trouble transferred from the nervous to the vascular sTSt«m. 

Now, there is a stale of things which does not belong 
under the head either of shock, or of coll^>se, though 
allied in certain respects to both, and that is what is usu^ j 
known aa the ttale of reverie. A violent mental emotion, 
for example, will sometimes arrest tiie vital action to a cer- 
tain degree. I remember a lawyer telling me, that he had 
oocaaion to examine a man in a very important trial, and 
one who, he was sure, was swearing falsely. He knew it 
not alone by the ausweis that were given, but also by the 
looks of tlie guilty one. When the man descended from 
the witness-stand, he sat down in a chair and was unable 
to rise from it for six hours • he was literaliy paralysed in 
consequence of the mental revulsion that was attendant 
upon the coosdouBness of his having done wrong. Here 
waa an instance of reverie, an arrest of nervous power, 
cauKd by a violent mental emotion ; the same thing may 
come on from injury, although this is not such a common 
cause as the one I merred to. 

I have alluded cursorily tc coma ; tliis is a condition of 
things which varies very much in degree, all other things 
being equal, according to the portionof brain that is injured. 
A man who has a cracked skull, witii a little depresaon, for 
instance, of the frontal bone, will perhaps be brought into the 
ward in a stupid state, but the sliock which he has received 
doesnotpreventhim from answering yesor no to questions, 
nor from swearing at you if such examinations are extended 
to greater lengtli than is satisfactory to him. This man is 
00^ a little confused, as if partially intoxicated. Another 
person has fallen not half so lar, nor with half so much 
Kirce, and yet he ia perfectly overpowered; he cannot 
speak, his pupils are both dilated, his breathing is slow and 
heavy, his pulse is also slow, and he is perfectly unconscious 
of everything that is gmug on around him. In the former 
instance the caae is a simple one. and will probably recover, 
while in the latter you have a fracture ol the base of the 
skull, and Uic result will be fatal ; for the intellect is not, ao 
to apeak, arrested in its action, but is complet^y destroyed. 

Sometimes the very opposite slate of things takes place 
in cooaequenca of sKock, and that is wakefuhiess. Ifhis, 
when it occurs, is much worse in its effects tha i ordinary 
coma, inasmuch as it is apt to last for two or tliree days and 
eventuate either in furious delirium or mania. Not unlre- 
quently this oonilition follows the shock of confinement in 
some women of uervotu temperament, and when it does 
occur, is regarded by the experienced practitioner with'great 
anxiety in reference to its results. 

We now come to speak of another attendant upon acci- 
dent which is known as IrawnaHc dehrium. These caaee 
are very frequently confounded with mania-ib-potu. It is a 

Ct mistake to k>ok unon them aa pathologically the same, 
rium treraeoB is ilwaya associated with drunkenness, 
but the other mayoome on in peraons who are not addicted 
to drink. An attack of Toattia-i-potu may be the result of 
any sUght cause and soon pass o^ but U-numatic delirium 
ie always the result of a grave injury. The former gene- 
rally comes on very soon, while the latter makes its appear- 
ance after many days. You must also remember that it is 
verj raie for a case suffering from traumatic delirium to 
recover, and if the patient do recover you may, upon very 

ni ground;, doubt the accuracy of your diagnosis. Now 
111 give you a case. A man has a badly crushed leg 
and goes on very well for three or four days, suflering con- 
siderablj from excitement, and somewhat from delirium 
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; when these symptoms subside. The wound, which vu 
I previously sloughy, begins to clear off, and you hsvehopfi 
of him. The next day you go to his bedside and he t^IIi 
you he is well, and asks if he cannot get up and be about 
I This question, under the circumstance&is enough to lUnn 
you of the danger of your patient His pnlse b steady, 
perhaps a little too frequent; he has no trembUng, do 
twitching of the muscles, in fact nothing can be noticed 
about him except tliis ominous delirium, and the experienced 
surgeon makes up his mind that the patjeait ia going to die. 
Now delirium tremmt ought to be a study almost by 
itself; there is a good deal to be sud about it, and I cotild 
spend two or three hours in giving you a description of iD 
its varieties. The attack comes on very differently in dit 
ferent persons, and depends upon a variety of causea being 
almost always of something that is going wrong in the syt- 
tem. I have rarely seen it as a spontaneous affection. 
There is another stAte of the system, which is also a consti- 
tutional manifestation in a man addicted to drunkeniMu, 
where tJiere is no delirium whatever pr^senL It is a fbnn 
of disease that has been described of late years by tlw 
Danish and Swedish writers as akohoUtmu*. Yoo h»te 
doubtless often seen such cases, and you will agree with me 
in saying that it can be easily recognised when ycur itten- 
tiou is once drawn to it. Feisons suffering with this trouble 
may be able to tend to Iheir businesB and work, but they 
are inclined to be stupid ; weak, bodily end intelletluilly; 
subject to more or less constant tremulouaness; the most tri- 
vial cause serving to upset their nervous energies. It can 
easily be seen that is in delirium tremens tlie oocurreDceiW 
an accident intensifies the symptoms and renders them con- 
luently more distinctly recognizable. But to retuni. 
' emeus makes its aj^arance at other times thin 
alter an accident, but it does not follow that it is not wtr- 
theless a symptomatic affection. A sailor returns from a 
long voyage with a pocketful of money, and for want of 
something better to do, spends it all for drink. He continues 
his libations for a day or two, and the stomach being un«c- 
customed to that amount of stimulation takes on influami- 
tion. He loses liis appetite in consequence, aod sixin bii 
mind is wr^t up in all the horrid delusions attendant upon 
delirium tremens. Now what is the start of lliis trouble? 
Delirium tremens succeeded the irritation of the stoinacfa, 
the gastritis if jou please, and is symptomatic of that Tlus 
is a type of the disease which is very common. JustBstlte 
previous habits of the patient have been, just in proportion 
will the disease continue for a longer or shorter time. If 
the man, previous to the attack, has been habitutdly ten- 

Eerate, aa soon as the alcohol is washed out of his blood 
e is all right; if, on the other hand, be indulges fre- 
quently, the urgent symptoms of tile attack will piM off 
but not entirely, and he may be the subject of delusionsfor 
weeks, and perhaps monUis, afterwards. Any other diseue 
besides gaiitritis may produce in ^ dram-drinker thesama 
state of things. I have seen it follow an attack of inSim- 
matory rheumatism, and it is frequently associated nith 
pneumonia and bronchitis. Now with res-pect to the trrat- 
ment of delirium tremens. I need not describe to you tba 
symptoms of this affection, the cuses are so plain "tint be 
who ruiu may read ;" you have a wandering disturbance i^ 
the mind with a tremor of the muscles and wakefulnes. 
Let us first take up the question of bloodletting in this dis- 
ease aa a curative agent. There is a tradition in this bM- 
pital that one of the ^oung men, about thirty years sKOihid 
a violent case of dehrium tremens, which came b late U 
night. The Dr. sent word to Dr. Hossack, who wss Attend- 
ing Surgeon at that time, to ask advice on the matter. Tlie 
message was tills: "Dear Doctor, a patient has been admilted 
in a furious state of delirium, following a prolracled 
debauch, I bled him freely, but the symptoms still continue. 
What Is to be done 7 " The reply made was very signifi- 
cant. " He will require no further Irealment." Shorllj 
after tiie patient was dead. Now, as a general rule, delirium 
tremens ia a form of disease which above all othrrs require« 
supporting treatment^ but there are exceptions of ctWK t« 
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the general rule. I remember one poor fellow, a sailor, who 
in a &( of delirium tremens stabbed himself in the abdomen 
and then jumped ioto tlie river. Tlie wound bled very 
freelj, and when he was brouglit into the hospital the deli- 
rium bad entirelj disappeared, and nothing was left for us 
to treat but the wound, which wasnota dangerous one, and 
the patient recovered without a bad Hjmplom. Here the 
hMe of blood and the cold bath did the businem for him. 
The treatment must, as in all other diseases, vary with tJie 
circumstances of the case. It has been found that in « great 
many cases all that is required is a good sleep. Knowing 
the efficacv oF this, the practice has been to produce this 
steep, if it does not come on naturally, bj the «dministrntioD, 
if need be, of a lai^ anodyne. I have seen, in times gone 
by half an ounce of laudanum given at a time with a view 
of producing an effect, so that it was oflfntimes difficult for 
me to satjafy myself whether the patient was dying from 
the medicine or the disease. We don't resort to tnis violent 
practice at the present day — it is altogether unnecessary and 
besi-les it is veiy dangerous. As I described to you before, 
a man with deUrium tremens is apt to have gastritis, which 
. renders him unsusceptible to tiie drug, unless it be given in 
poisonous doses. It was Dupuytren who first called atten- 
tion to this fact, and in order to produce the same effect with 
» smaller quantity of the drug, he suggested the propriety 
of injections into the rectum, inasmuch as the mucous mem- 
brane of that locality was in a healthy condition. There is 
another way of treating delirium tremens by producing a 
rerulsion upon the nervous system by exhausting the exci- 
tablity. This is the advantage of the plan of treatment 

Exposed by Dr. Clapp, of Pennsylvania. He was in the 
bit of giving a powerful emetic, when the patient would 
in consequence become exhausted and so fall ssleep. If 
this did not suffice calomel was combined with the emetic, 
which also caused sUght purging, and this treatment con- 
tinued for two or three days generally brought the disease 
to terms. It is a pretty good practice, but it is one which 
can only be resorted to in persons who have a vigorous con- 
stitution. Another plan, which is found efficacious in some 
cases, is moderate doses of ipecac in the form of Dover's 
powder at bedtime. Another practice is to keep the nervous 
system properly balanced by the judicious adifiinistration of 
the accustomed stimulus, to keep up the steam so to speak. 
The practice of this house is a mixed one in regard to the 
treatment of (bis disease ; we combine all the methods, and 
make use of one or other when any special indications in a 
given cose demand iL 



JoBN HmmtH. — The Council of the Royal College of 
Burgeons have just caused a beautiful memorial tablet to be 
placed over the site of the grave of Hunter, resting in West- 
minster Abbey, with the following inscription: "Beneath 
are deposited tlie remains of John Hunter, bom at Long 
Calderwood, Lanarkshire, N.B., on the ISih of February, 
172a Died in London on the 16th of October, 1793. His 
remains were removed from the church of St. Martin's-in- 
the-Firids to this Abbey on the 28th of March, 1859. The 
Royal College of Surgeons of England have placed this 
Tablet over the grave of Hunter to record their admiration 
of his genius as a gifted interpreter of the Divine Power 
and Wisdom at work in the Laws <rf Organic Life, and 
their gratelul veneration for his services to mankind as the 
Founder of Scientific Surgery." The above inscription is 
deeply cut in brass of a Qothic design, inlaid in a slab of 
polished red graiiit^, and presents a chaste and elegant 
appearance. The work lias been executed by the Messrs. 
Hardsian of Birmingham. Mr. Weekes, the eminent sculp- 
tor, is progrescdng favorably with the statue of Hunter, 
^rhich is to be of marble, and to be placed in tlie Hunt«rian 
Museum. Mr. South, the President of the College, is still 
receiving subscriptions to go towards the foundation of a 
scholarship after the payment for the statue. Our trans- 
atlantic brethren, who have already sent a handsome sum to 
Mr. South, ore continuing their auMcriptions. — Briliih Jour. 
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A STATISTICAL CONTRIBUTION 

DIAGNOSIS OP CANCER OF TflE STOMACH. 

JAMES C. ORTON, M.D., 

iOontimua from pagi SH) 
Ths consliint symptom of all gastric derangements is 
always present in cancer of the larger curvature, but is too 
variable in constancy and severity to be considered specially. 
Generally, it amounts to a mere uneasiness in the early 
stages of the disease, gradually increases in severity, being 
moat troublesome during the digestion of food, and relieved 
by vomiting. It finally becomes a seated pain at the pit 
of the stomach, aggravated afler taking food, or on pressure 
being mode over the epigastrium. Rarely the stomach is 
not Uic seat of pain.(a) in such caseait may be complained 
of only in the lumbar region, or chest, more often it has 
taken the form of • "colic" easily allayed by carminatives. 
Vomiting is the symptom of which patients more usually 
complun.(b) It may be one of the earliest symptoms, and 
towards the termination of the case become much less 
severe, but more often these relations are reversed, the 
vomiting being later, and occasionaUy causing a sudden 
termination of the disease. It is very rarely absent dur- 
ing the whole course of the complaint The only peculiarity 
of the vomiting in cancer of the lar^ curvature, in its ear- 
liest stages, is the period after eatmg at which it occurs. 
'This is according to the situation of the growth or ulcerated 
surface, whether it is near the cardiac or pyloric orifice. 
In proportion as it recedes from the former, is the length 
of time at which emesis occurs ofler taking food. (c) When 
the disease is located in the lefl extremity the pain is often 
very severe, almost immediately after the act of degluti- 
tion, hut the vomiting is not constant. When the centre 
of the large curve is alone involved, pain sets in soon after 
eating, and gradually increases until vomiting takes place, 
when it begins to decline. This occurs from half an hour 
to two hours after taking food, but if the disease involve 
principally the pyloric extremity, the vomiting is delayed 
three or four hours. Vomiting becomes diagnostic of cancer 
when the matters ejected ore offensive and contain blood. 
This is the coffie grounds appearance which marks the 
ulcerated cancer, and, of course, tiie last stage of the disease. 
In reviewing this symptom it may be said that vomiting 
is not invariably present, is milder and less frequent when 
the disease is at the left than at the right, end when in the 
centre may be entirely absent It is often preceded and 
followed by offensive eructations in the early Stagey and 
disrfiargea from the mouth of thin, ropy mucus. 

In cancer of the larger curvature of the stomach 
a tumor, or fulness, or unnatural hardness may be dis- 
covered at some period of the disease in the epigastriun 



first nnequivocal evidence of the precise nature of the 
difficulty. The period at which this tumor may be dis- 
covered on examination, is doubtless eariy, altliough it is 
generally not detected until the disease has fiir advanced. 
When the cancerous growth is seated in the left extremity 
the tumor may be found just below the ensiform cartilage, 
in the same situation as when the cardioe orifice is involved 
with cancer of the cardiac extremity of the stomach. 
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When the tumor is large it is sonietimea movable, which 
may assist Id distinguishing it from those cases where the 
orifice is involved. It more often is felt much lower, nnd 
has been mistaken for a tumor of the spleen and pancreas. 
In cancer of the central portion of tlie curvature the 
tumor is felt Dear the umbilicus, and most generally a little 
above aad to the right. Generally a distinct well defined 
tumor may be made out, but in other cases, where the dis- 
ease is exteosive, involving all tlie coals, it may be felt 
only as an uodefined hardness. When pressure is made 
upon thia tumor, the pain, or uneawnesa is greatly increased, 
and sometimes it gives rise to vomiting. A peculiarity seve- 
ral times noticed is the subsidence of the tumor after free 
purgation, probably from a breaking down of its substance. 
The tumor has also been observed to pulsate, when the dis- 
ease was situated near the pylorus. In such cases it lies 
been found situated directly over the aorta, of tlie pulsa- 
tions of which it partook. It has only a pulsatory move- 
ment, not the lateral expansion of an aneurism, for which 
it might be taken. It does not increase to a great size, but 
generally remains q>parent only on manipulation. 

The general symptoms whit^ may arise are various, and 
by no means uniform. The bowels are constipated early, 
but lal«r often free, with tendency to diarrlMBa. The appe- 
tite is always poor when the disease involves the cardiac 
extremity, but more often voracious and caprieious when 
seated in the central position. Tlio tongue is not much 
changed ; the pulse and general strength proportionate to 
the ability to take and retain food. Emaciation is far from 
being marked in most cases, though it is progresuve. The 
complexion but seldom, comparatively, has any dbtiactive 



often the result of fi'cqueatJy-repeated attacks. 
oflen comes on, and ascites, due to the impoverished and 
cachectic condition of the system. Cancer of the smaller 
curvature of the atomacli runs a course somewhat different 
from that which we have first considered. This is due to 
its anatomicaf position and pathological structure. Cancer 
in this situation is less subject to the pressure and irritatjon 
of food, lo the compression exercised by tlie stomach in its 
contractions, and finally it is always of the scirrhous variety. 
Pain is geoe rally present, and oflen is extreme and con- 
stwit, but vomiting is rarely a symptom. Occasionally, 
bowerer, it occurs after ulceration has taken place, and 
sometimes proves fatal at once from the quantity of blood 
losL When it is j)re»enL it comes on sometimes after 
eating. A tumor is less frequently felt in tliis siluaiion 
than when the larger curvature is the scat of difficulty. 



PnORIO EXTHEMITT. 

The pylorus is nearly twice as frequently the seat of 
cancer as both the cardiac orifice and the body. It occurs 
five times as ofUn in males as females, 'llie age most 
subject to it is included between the fortieth and fiflielb 
years, it being a disease rather of middle than very ad- 
vanced life, as in the cose when the cordiuc orifice is 
involved, (a) 

The duration of the disease, dating from the oppear- 
ance of acute syniptonis, does not often extend over one 
year, while a majority prove fatal within six montlis. 
Symptoms of dyspepsia are experienced for many years; 
but it is not probable that they bear any causative relation 
to the disease. As in the other localiljes noticed, cancer of 
the pylorus does not depend upon any particular habit, or 
occupation, or condition of body traceable. The great pre- 
ponderance of males over females might lead to the suppo- 
sition that habits of intemperance or occupation might 
have, if not a predisposing, an exciting cause in ila produc- 
tion ; but (acts do not confirm the opinion. 

Pain is again a prominent symptom in most casca It 
varies with tlie action of the stomach, whether quiet or 
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engaged in digestion. It is least, and i^en entirely, absent 
in the interval of taking food. Pressure over tlie pjlotui 
greatly increases it, as in the former case, when premure 
was made over the tumor. It may he entirely absent; ud 
in such cases the disesse runs a very obscure course. 

Vomiting is rarely absent. It generally takee place 
several hours after eating, and is followed by great rclirf 
The elTort is not great, and the act is desired &t the reBef 
which it gives Vomiting, in cancer of the pjloruH, ignot 
wholly dependent upon the contraction of the orifice, « 
lliat condition occasionally exists when vomiting is a per- 
sistent symptom. There is nothing diagnostic in the cha- 
racter of*^ the vomiting until ulceration takes place, vhen 
blood and the cancerous debris are the matters ejected. 

As, with careful manipulation, the pylorus may be felt 
dirough the walls of the abdomen m a healthy per- 
son, not unusually fleshy, so tlie detection of a tumor, or 
the early enlargement and induration of the cancerou 
growth seated in this place, may be detected. On the cue 
with wbicb die early examination is made depends tM 
early detection of me disease. The symptoms already 
referred to are not individually or collectively relinble in 
the formation of an opinion ; but in connexion with the 
detection of a tumor they become of great importaa(«. 
The tumor Is generally seated to the right of the umbilictu 
and ensiform cartilage, at a variable distance from ibem, 
both laterally and vertically. It increases the pain or 
distress, which may have previously existed at that point, 
to make piessuro upon it directly or even remotely. 
The tumor may, however, be absent, or — ■'-" — ' ■" 
which case itprotrudes backwardly. If othe' 
then not marked the disease passesoi 
unrecognised. 

The general symptoms are such as belong to cancer of ibe 
cardiac oriQcs. Obstinalo constipation is early prteent, but 
as the case advances diarrhcea alternates Emacialioo is 
generally marked, but depending, as in the Other case, upon 
the degree of ulceration. If this should be such as to Irare 
the orifice free, vomitine will not be so frequent, and the 
food may have time to digest and the fatty matters to paea 
into the intestines and be absorbed. The complexion b 
not more markedly cancerous than in otlier instaoces; 
death takes place usually from exhaustion, but not from 
inanition, as in cancer of the cardiac orilice. The exhaus- 
tion is occauoned by tlie constant suffering, and frequent 
losses of blood by vomicing. 

In reviewing briefly the symptoms of cancer of the sto- 
mach when located at (he cardiac and pyloric orifices, ind 
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the body, 
enoe worthy of allenlion in diagnosis. Pain is commoD lo 
all and Dot rchable in itself Taken in connexion with oiber 
symptoms it has a relative value. Vomiting is also com- 
mon to all, but peculiarly different in cardiac cancer from 
that occurring in the otlier ntuations. It follows during or 
soon after the act of deglutition, which is painful. Id can- 
cer of the body or pylorus it lakes place at a period after 
eating, d^>eiiding upon the situation of ilie disease fnioi 
the cardiac orifice. A tumor Ls discoverable only in cancer 
of tlie body, and pylorus primitively. It is not poaable 
with this alone to discriminate between cancer of the pylo- 
rus and body, so variable is its location. In general w« 
may say that it is larger, and more easily defined as » 
tumor, when the body is the seat of a cancerous growth. 



OoycLusiows. 

The most important symptom, llierefore, in cancer of die 
cardiac orifice, is diffietiil deghi^Hon, the constriction being 
sealed on a line corref^nding with the orifice. 

The most reliable symptom of cancer of the body is • 
tumor whidi Cannot ordinarily be eariy detected. Of Uw 
earLeat symptoms, pain always after eating, Cnallj; rplieved 
by^ vomiting— eructation of fetid gas, ropy and ferid mocua 
— intervals of entire relief — absence of fever — constipated 
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AiMricu Utdlod TUmt. 

In cancerofpjioni!!, the tumor early detected, taken with 
theseat of pain, which maybe lanciiialinpr, relieved by vomit- 
ing, with the other Bymptoms, an in case of cancer of the 
body, (five the best evidence of the nature of ilie difficulty. 

In the diaf^osia of cancer from other alTections of the nlo- 
mach, the Hymptoms now reviewed would have to be relied 
upon. The difference is ordinarily BufBciendy welt marked 
by the occurrence of several of these symptoms together. 
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SOME ACCOUNT OF THE MORE IMPORTANT 
WATERING PLACES OP GERMANV. 
BY CHARLES D. SMITH, U.D. 
Tm this age of ateamshtpa and railway the facilities for 
reaching and travelling in Europe have increased bo rapidly 
that loralities heretofore almost unknown are now fre- 
quented, and once inaccessible places brou(;ht near. Espe- 
cially is this the case with regard to those lovely spots, the 
Oerrnan watering places. Formerly familiar to Europeans 
alone, they have become, of late, the resort of our own 
oountrvmen ; and, at the present time, hardly a mineral 
bath of any celebrity exists which does not include, among 
its yearly visitors, numbera of our citizens. Nevertheless, 
whilst tbcir attractions are appreciated by the mere plea- 
sure seeker, their rich resources for health are not, I think, 
fully apprehended. 

At the present day, when change of air and scene, regi- 
men, and general hygienic measures ore more enforced in 
the treatment of chronic diseases tlian drugs, it occurs to 
me that the nromioeat German Spas, whose waters arc so 
efficacious, should be brought more into notice; and, with 
this view, I think it may not be uninteresting to jtour 
readers U> present a familiar sketch of those I have visited. 
The Duchy of Nassau contains within its small limits 
several of the most noted springs of Europe, alike benefi- 
cial in internal and eitemni use : prominent among these 
are Ems, Wiesbaden, and Schwalbach. 

The little town of Ems is situated on the Lahn, a small 
■tream, running through a narrow valley, between high 
mountains^ towards the Rhine. It is reached by railway, 
in one hour afler leaving the Rhine boat, through a pretty 
country decorated with highly cultivated fields and pictu- 
resque ruins of ancient fortresses and castles. Tlie houses 
and hotels, which ore commodious, are situated on both 
banks of the river, the grounds tastefully laid out, weQ 
shaded, and plentifully supplied with seats, affording shelter 
and rest to the promenaders going tlirough the process of 
imbibing. The society is always good, and there is no 
place which enrolls among its visitors so many distinguished 
personages as Ems. Kings and princes. Grand Dukes and 
rulers of the neighboring principaliUea. annually congregate 
here, not only to drink the waters, but to enjoy in the 
society of the refined and intellectual perfect freedom from 
court conventionalities. Owing to its situation beween 
high bills it is very hot in summer, and on that account the 
"season" continues somewhat late in the Fall. Four to 
five thousand strangers visit this little town every year, 
and the number is said to be on the increase. 

The two sources which furnish the water are called the 
Kesselbrunnen and the Kranchenbrunneo, the former is of 
the temperature 116° Fahrenheit, the latter 91*. They are 
taken warm, are easily digested, and not unpleasant to the 
taste. According to Kastner, the first contMUS, in 16 ounces, 
31 grains of soUd ingredients, viz. : 

Carbonate ofSoda . . . 20.01 
" Lime . 1.97 

" Mnitnena . 1.19 

" Iron . , . 0.03 

Chloride of Sodium . . T.03 

" PotasNum . . 0.03 

Sulphate of Potash . 0.51 

Silica 0.40 

80 cnbio inches of Carbonic Acid. 

i enbic inch of Nitrogen. 



The Kriinchcii is the mogt active and most used. It 
contains, in 20 grains of solid conslituenis, 17 of cubonate 
of soda, 2 of cnrbonate of lime, 7| of chloride of sodium, 
and is in other respects analogous to the former, with, 
however, more carbonic acid and nitrogen. Two to five 
tumblers, according to the circumstances of the case, are 
taken in the morning fasting, and, occasionally, if warriut- 
abte, after dinner. The water fVom there sourcea is also 
used for bathing, and in the " Neue Badhaus" are rooms 
arranged with every possible comfort and convenience. So 
greatly are they sought after, that it is witi difficulty tha 
newly-arrived can procure one. 

Ems hns a high reputation for the cure of diseases of the 
air passages, particularly those of the larynx. Pulmonary 
consumption is not cured by a residence here as was for- 
merly supposed, but is sometimes benefited by undergoing 
a " course," willi proper precaution as regards clothing and 
exposure to the night air. Hufeland was in the habit ol 
Bending patients here, confident of success, especially those 
laboring under the disease in its indpiency ; and cases are 
recorded of permanent good results. Aphonia, hoareencm, 
and trachial catarrh, are said to be greatly relieved. " Irri- 
tative dyspepsia, sluggish liver, diseases of the digestive 
organs, catarrh of the bladder," and other affections of the 

Eelvic viscera, are enumerated among the diseases put down 
y writers as receiving benefit from these waters. Bnt 
tliey are more particularly applicable to the diseases pecu> 
liar to females, and, in consequence^ women in all stations 
of life flock here for treatment The baths are considered 
the important agent in the cure of their troubles ; and the 
rule it to take one every day (excepting during catemenial 
discharge), for the space of fifteen or twenty minutes, at a 
temperature of 24" to 25° Rearaiir, about 86° to 90° Fah- 
renheit They produce a remarkably soothing effect, in- 
ducing sleepiness, and allaying, in an eminent degree, tiiose 
indescribable nervous sensations to which females with 
uterine affections are subject 

One spring at Ems has for many years been celebrated 
for curing sterility, called the Budenquille or bays spring. 
By means of a pipe attached to a sort of hip balh, a douche 
is sent with some force into the va^a. Ladies may be 
seen at certain hours wending their way towards the room 
which holds diis predous water, and assiduously persever- 
ing in its employment, confident of succeea, and as often 
disappointed. 

Wiesbaden, about twenty miles fi^>m Frankfort, for 
many years sustained a high character among the watering 
places of the continent, and the virtues of its springs are, 
perhaps, better known than many other establishments of 
the kmd. It does not, however, at the present day, occupy 
the respectable position it once held, it naving degeneral<^ 
into more of a gambling resort Yet its mineral waters are 
justly celebrat^ for the cure of certain maladies, and thou- 
santls flock here every season to avail themselves of their 
advantages. It is a nourishing town of over 10,000 inha- 
bitants, and its clean wide streets, beautifuny constructed 
houses and hotels, its extensive views, and surrounding 
diversified country, make it a desirable residence. The 
Duke of Nassau has his principal palace here, where he, 
with his court, passes most of the year. Over 20,000 stran- 
gers visit the town yeariy, attracted, perhaps, more by the 
fiiBcinations ofpfa^ uian the pursuit ot health. 

The heat in summer is great, yet, nevertheless, it is 
always crowded, and oftentimes difficulty is experienced 
in procuring accommodation. The winters are mild and 
equable, and patients, whose cases do not yield during the 
summer, frequently remain the whole year. No better 
combination of medicinal ingredients, it is said, exists for 
the cure of gout, rheumatism, and general arthritic dis- 
eases; proof of which is fonnd in the hospital reports of 
Dr. Haas, published in Graefe's/aAr&«cft«r,of Berlin. 

The Kochbrunnen (boihng well) is the principal sonrce. 

It comes bubbling up with considerable force, throwing out 

clouds of vapor and running out into the gutteni of the 

streets in such quuitities as lo astoni^ with its inexhausti- 
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Ue supply. It IB of the temperatare ot 156° Fah^ ig highly 
eeteemed for bnthing. Mid mostly employed for that pur- 
pose. The itigredieDts are m follow: chlorides of sodium 
the lugeat proportion, of potagsium, magnedum, calcium, 
carbonates of magnesia, lime, and iron (the latter in verj 
small proportion), sulphates of soda and lime, bromide of 
soda and magnedum ^ considerable carbonic acid gaa, and a 
small proportion of nitrogen. One to two glasses are taken 
ID the momitig' early, and it is advisable to drink it as hot 
as possible. The entjiusiastic take it quite hot, others wait 
until it becomes cooL It acta very kindly, relieTing at 
e those unpleasant symptoms of the stomach lo which 
f e subject. Too mveh will cause diairh* ■" 

derangement of the bowels difficult to get rid of. 



dyt^wptics are subject. Too mveh will 

derangement of the bowels difficult to get i 

taste very like weak chicken broth, and it is a long while 



before patients can drink it with any pleasure. These 
waters are also highly recommeuded in "metastatic dis- 
eases arising in consequence of repelled cutaneous erup- 
tions, in inveterate contractions, and even in anchylosis; 
and are considered injurious in great debility, fevers, and 
tendency to hemorrbwe." 

On the road from Wiesbaden to EmfL about two hours' 
drive from the former place, is the small town of Langen 
Schwalbacb, at an altitude of nine hundred feet above the 
level of the sea. It is situated in a hollow, and is not seen 
until yoii enter its rer^ atreet There is nothing striking 
about the village, consisting of a long street of small build- 
ings, mostly lodging houses, with here and there en hotel 
of more than ordinary pretendona. The country about is 
ohsrming, affording extensive views in every direction, and 
a variety of scenery of the most pleasing character. It is 
not many jears since this waterinK place was first brought 
to the notice of Americans. Confined chieSy to the visits 
of the Germans from the neighboring principalities the pro- 
perties of its waters remained comparatively unknown ; 
whilst now no spa enjoys a greater reputation for its tonic 
and invigoraUng powers. There are three sources from 
which the water is used for curative purposes ; all nartak- 



bmnnen and Paulinenbrunnen. 

The coDipoMUon of the first two is as follows :- 

Btalilli. WtlBl 

Carbonate oTLime, . 1.4S S.ll 

■• Hagnetia, 0.8B 3.11 

" Soda, , 018 ai7 

" Iron, , . 0.78 0.83 

Chloride of Sodium, 0.34 0.18 

Sulphate ot Soda, . . ast 0.18 



The Weinbrunnen is the spring most generally sought 
after. The taste of all three is pleasantly acidulous; clear, 
effervescent, and sparkling with carbonic acid gas, and of 
the temperature of 60" FaL. When heated for bathing the 



n somewhat dark, and, i 



"old n 



hie "Bubbles from the Brunnens of Nassau," they become 
" thick as a horeepiond, and of the color of muUagitanny 
Boup." It ia said to discolor the skin, and even stain the 
linen after repealed bathing, but I did not find this the case. 
These waters, as will be seen, contain a large 



1, and are. of couree, highly prized for Uieir dialybeate 

Jualities. Tney are useful in all cases where sanguineous 
eficien<^ exists. Dr. Constoutin James says, "I have 



seen, in Germany, springs where iron exists equal to those 
of Schwalbach ; but I hnvc nowhere seen it better held in 
solution." I translate further from the same writer, who, in 
enumerating the diseases for which these waters are recom- 
mended says; "Persons come here to repair their lost 
strength ■ young girls, pale and anemic, whose menstruation 
is painful and irregular ; — women after tedious or protracted 
labor, and those suffering from uterine hemorrhage — young 
men worn out with the fatigue of business in large cities, 
as well as those who suffer from th§ gibu^ of mental labor 



or dissipation, and are threatened in consequence with pre- 
mature decay ; altw old men whoae digestion is slow and 
laboncus." The Schwalbach waters are recommended by 
European physicians to follow i^>on a previous course of a 
sedative or alterative character at other mineral springs. 
Dr. Sutro remarks of these springs, " their great amount ot 
carbonic acid causes them to be well elaborated ; they hive 
been found most strikingly effective in the instance of inva- 
lids who have been subjected for a long time to troDici] 
climates." "The rigid toipidily of the liver, and the obsti- 
nate alvine obstructions which refuse to yield to mercnrials 
and catluvticB give way here." The three sources are pre- 
scribed for daily external as well as internal use, the facili- 
ties for which ore admirable, and upon the same plan as at 
Ems. Nothing can surpass the luxury of one of (hefebsths 
token at a temperature of about 24° Reau. or 86° Fahr. At 
immersion, a slight shock of coldness is experienced, but 
immediately a sense of the most agreeable warmth follows; 
the bubbles of carbonic acid gas, sent off by the heat, crackle 
and break on the surface of the body, exciting the skin sad 
suggesting the idea of bathing in champagne. like the 
Ems wafers, these were formerly regarded to be very effi- 
cacious in sterility, and, so much were the effects dreaded 
by the bourgtoU of Frankfort that they took the precaution 
to stipulate in their contrats du mariage, " Vtat their triw 
should not virit Sdivralbach Toore than once dvring iheu-Kar- 
ritd life, for fear of having loo large a family." 

Within an houPs drive of Schwalbach is another bathiog 
place, wortliy of a passing remark, called Schlangenbad or 
the Serpents Bath, from tlie great number of serpents usu- 
ally found in the source. This secluded g>ot lies nestled in 
one of the most beautiful volleys of the Taunus range, and 
its waters are supposed to possess remarkable virtues, the 
chief of which is to quiet and compose the nervous (TStem 
of the moat morbidly irritable patient. Its cosmetic quali- 
ties are peculiar, cleansing and beautifying the skin to such 
a degree even ailcr a single bath, that many, particularly 
of the fair sex, are enticed thither for that sole purpose. The 
water is so clear and transparent that the body resembless 
statue of the whitest marble, which makes one (dmost in 
love with one's self; as the "old man" in his "Bubbles" 
says, " I one day hap[)ened to overhear n short fat Frendi- 
man in his bath exclaim to his friend, " Monsieur, dans ces 
bains on devient absolument amoureux de soi-m^mel" It 
is stated that the snakes impart to the water the qualities 
tliey possess. They are of the temperature of 23° Reau. 84° 
Fah. and contain the " muriates and carbonates of lime, soda, 
and magnesia, with a alight excess of carbonic acid whidi 
holds them in solution." 

There are two other German mineral springs not very 
far distant from those I have attempted to describe, whose 
waters are becoming ever^ year more renowned, and are 
not altogether unlike in their ingredients and action — Hom- 
bourg and Kissingcn. Ten miles from Frankfort, at the 
foot of the Taunus Mountains, encircled hy wooded hilb, 
lies ilie former of these places. It ia the chief town of the 
limited principality of Hesse-Hombonrg, is the seat of 
government, the residence of the Landgrave, and the head- 
quarters of Ilia formidable itanding army of twtnly-r^ht 
men, more or lai. Its Mtuation combines many advan- 
tages. Six hundred feet above tlie level of the sea, its 
atmosphere is cool and invigorating during the summer, 
and its surrounding walks and drives so numerous and 
diversified, that invahds are enabled lo pass away part of 
their allotted time in agreeable rambles and excursions. 
It is only since 1844 that this town has grown into a firsl- 
rlass watering place, and it now ranks with most of the 
German spa.", not only in the beauty of iia locality, but in 
ttie value of its springs. It is yearly visited by a large 
number— many, no doubt, drawn thither by the attractions 
of its splendid Eur^aal. Ita waters are among the most 
important saline chalybeatcs, and are useful in diseases of 
the liver and stomach. There ore four different sources, of 
which the Kaiserbrunncn (or Emperor) and Elisabethien- 
brunnen are the moat frequented. They are quite cold, of 
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a pangieDt, saline tnste; Ihe latter not unlike 
Congress water. The; create a aensation of warmth in tee 
stoimich and bowels, which is relieved by operation soon 
after drinking, and are decidedly purgative, without debiU- 
teting. Patients, od firat arrival, are cautioned to begic 
witfa Bmall doses, for fear of producing too great an etTecL 
The waters are not used for bathing. With regard to the 
diseases met with at Hombourg, I cannot do better than 
tnnslate again from Dr. C. James's book : " The cases moiit 
■occeaelnlly treated here are affections of the abdomeo, 
from simple dyspepsia to more serious functional derange- 
ment. There will be seen those complicated troubles so 
difficult to describe, which are characterized by a lar^ 
appetite or the want of it, great flatulency, teuwon and 
fulness of the bellj ; sometimes a diarrhcea, an obslinate 
constipatjon, or one is succeeded by the other. To these 
symptoms are added a congested state of the vesseb of the 
bladder and rectum. Over these troubles the Eomboui^ 
waters exercise the happiest iafluence." Among others 
who resort here are the morbidly corpulent, who soon run 
down their abnormal faU Scrofula, in its protean forms, is 
. found to be benefited ; also gout and rheumatism. 



following analysis of the 
utro'B-worTc; 


two sources 


is taken from 


ninlMtbloiL 


KllMT. 


Chloride of Sodium . 


7lt.l6 


in.o* 


MagQMium 


7.1S 


1.86 


" Calcium . 


1.16 


13.33 


" Fotaaaium . 


0.00 


0.2S 


Sulphate of Soda 


i).3B 


0.00 


Lime 


0.00 


0.19 


Carbonate of Lime 


10.38 


11.10 


MagnesLa 


2.01 


0.00 


Iron 


0.46 


aso 


Silica .... 


0.31 


0.88 


Total . . 


maogrs. 


1S0.9S grs. 


CarbODio Add— cubic m. 


«A 


6Bcub.in. 



Temperature (Reaumer) . 10° 1 1° (R.) 

Two to four tumblers are taken in the morning, always 
upon an empty stomach, and the quantity may be increased 
to five or six. The purgative effect, after fire or six morn- 
ing passes off. 

Kissingen is in the upper part of Bavaria, north-east of 
Wnrzburg, not far off the line of the great Bavarian road 
from Frankfort to Leipeic It is situated in the valley of 
the Saal, so called from the httle stream which runs 
tiirongh it. The hills on each side are plentifully covered 
with luxuriant foUage, hi^Iy cultivated fields, and apple- 
orchards. The springs are surrounded by a grove of trees, 
laid out in paraltel avenues, from which paths run out in 
every direction. Here, not far apart, under one enclosure, 
the umous waters of Radoczy and Pandur come bubbling 
up from different wells, furnishing a supply of the richest 
mineral springs in Qermany. They have been examined 
by many chemists, and among theni H. Liebig; but his 
analyds is so long and elaborate, that a copy of it would 
occupy too much space. He says of it, however, that " it 
will not bil to strengthen the confidence of physicians in 
the efficacy of these renowned waters: they are distin- 

Kished for their richness in the rarest ingredients which 
ve, thus fcr, been found in mineral mrings." 
I take from M. Sutro's lectures the following analysis: 

Bsdocn. Pwidnr. 

Temperature .... 9* Beau. a* B. 
Carbonic Add, cub, ia . 26.36 28.SG cub. in. 

Total BoKd iogredients in 16 <». 80.74 grs. 16.39 gis. 

Chtoride of Sodium . 

" Potassium 

" Uagnouimi 
Bromide of Hi^esium 
Carbonate of Soda . 

" Uagneda 

Sulphate of Sods 



Sulphate of Lime 

Fbotphate of Soda 

Silk» 

Oxide of Alum . 

Organic Extract 

Loes, nearly 

Eissingen is not a hot place in summer j on the contrary, 
the therpiometer rarely exceeds 85° Fan. According to 
Dr. Granville, a resident physician (who kept a recoid of ■ 
the weather during many years), it ranges, during the 
months of July anJ August, between 51° and 65° Fah., in 
the morning, and between 65° and 80° in the afternoon. 
The atmosphere is generally clear and healthful, and it is 
considered, in every respect, a perfectly salubrious climate. 
Probably there is no spot more highly prized among Ger- 
mans and Russians ; the latter crowd here in great num- 
bers, and members of the Imperial family frequently honor 
this little town with their presence. The King of Bavaria 
has done much to render this Spa one of the most desirable 
resorts in Germany ; and ever^ season now adds to its 
popularity and usefulness, bringing with it invalids from all 
parts of the world, seeking reUef from complaints for 
which its waters are celebrated. The taste is not disagreea- 
ble ; somewhat sharp, and slightly astringent. They pro- 
duce in the mouth a tjngling sensation, which lasts, how- 
ever, only an instant, llieir effect is, at first, laxative, but 
not nearly so much so as those of Hombourg. Sometimes 
they have a contrary tendency. Dr. Granville oonmders 
them " purgative and depurative, at first ; afterwards 
invigorating and tonic" If^we should believe the different 
writers on the Kisangen waters, there is hardly a disease 
to whidi "flesh is heir" that cannot be cured by tliem. 
There is no doubt that many affections of the digestive 
organs are greatly relieved, and it is said that "hepatic 
enlargements and pasrive abnormal congestions are also 
benefited." A very remarkable case is on record, as hav- 
ing been cured here, of hepatic induratjon, resulting from 
hepatitis, with symptoms of abdominal distention, obstruc- 
tion, anorexia, emaciation, cedematous legs, and fever. 
Persons from India, with disease of the liver, and also 

Ktients slowly recovering from the effects of fever, are sent 
re by English physicians. Ladies suffering from deran^ 
mentaof the menstrual functiotL particularly those attendmg 
upon "change oflife,"are greatly improved by a threeweeks 
" course " at this place. The difference between Hombourg 
and Kissingen is not easily pointed ont, as neariy the stune 
class of patients are sent to both places. On this subject 
Dr. Sutro writes :— " The atmosphere of Hombourg, how- 
ever bracing and invigorating for the weakened nervous 
system of the hypochondriac, is injurious to persons with 
irritable thorscic organs, and incipient or lat«nt tuberculosis 
is quickly developed. At Kissingen, patients with the 
same morbid dispoation find a beneficial influence produced 
on the organs of the chest; previous irritation is allayed, 
excessive mucous secretion diminished, and tubercular 
development retarded." With rward to diseases of the 
digestive organs, he remarks : — " Hombourg requires an 
uninjured digestive tube, but with obstructed abdominal 
circula^on, and is contra-indicated in general atonic ere- 
thism, where Kissingen is recommended." Patients are 
required to bathe as well as drink, and dwiy baths of 
Pandur water, at about 90° Fah., accompany its internal 
use. Within ah hour's walk up the valley is a source, 
called Soolen sprudel (boiling salt spring), which, at irre- 
gular intervals, bursts forth trough an artewan wellj aend- 
ing up with great force a column of water to the height of 
eiglitv feet. Quantities of carbonic "acid gas rise with it, 
which is made to serve the purpose of baths. The gaa, by 
means of pipes, is passed into a building, and when required 
is conducted into a covered tub, in wludi the patient places 
herself; taking care to exclude the head. The a[^catioa 
produces a sensation ot warmth, and is agreeable. These 
gas baths are considered an infitHiUe rtmedg Jbr inft- 
candity I 
In enumerating the numerous vir^es.^.UmTlBpman 
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Spas, I must be permitted to divei^e from Iheir purely 
mediciQoI ones to toucli, a, moment, upon their characteris- 
tic features. One of the moat atriking is tlie great socia- 
bility of the assembled company. Difference in raok pre- 
Benls no barrier to on acquaintance; rich and poor, bigh 
and low, meet, for tlie time, on an equal footing. Courtesy 
and affability are universal, and pride and ostentation give 
nay to an apparent desire on the part of all to add liia or 
her share to tbe general content. Strangers from all partti 
of the world are to be met with, even to Turks, Greeks, and 
Uoors, exhibiting every variety of cu«lunie, as well «b shade 
of complexion; and tlieirunintelligible jargon, to an Ameri- 
can ear, furnishes an unceasing fund of wonder and inle- 

There are always to be found, during the season, physi- 
cians of different naljons, who are permitted by Govern- 
ment to give their services to (hose who need them. They 
are (particulariy tbe English) men of intelligence and edu- 
cation, and, from long experience in the eScct of the waten, 
are capable of giving reliable advice. 

The course of waters prescribed is nearly the same at all the 
Oennan baths ; and it is astonishing yrith what abcrity and 
endurance the patient submits to uie numerous privations 
required of him. At the hour of five or six a.m. the drink- 
ers are aroused from their slumbers, no matter what tbe 
state of the weather, to hurry to tlie source. Beceiving 
from the hands of the attendants (generally voung girls) a 
glaasof the sparkling beverage; tbey drink tneir prescribed 
quaaUim; walk briskly during Cfleeu or twenty minutes, and 
return for another gli^ and so on, until the required dose 
is not only taken hit digested. A ligbt breakfast follows, 
and at ten a.m. the baUiing commences— from tluit time 
until the primitive dinner hour ^one f.m.) scarcely anybody 
is to be seen. Tbe afternoon is devoted to exercise and 
excuraiODS upon foot or on donkeys, until towards six 
o'clock, when tbe wells are again resorted to. Then, as 
during the morning, a band of native musicians, bidden- 
among the trees in the vicinity, " discourse eloquent music," 
cheering and encouraging the water-drinkers in their daily 
potations. A plain, substantial supper closes the day. 
" Early to bed and early to rise " is the motto of every 
seeker of health, and bAlT-past nine p.m. finds " all the 
world" at home and in bed. 

It is amusing to watch the different parties as they suc- 
ceed each other at the springs. A pale, emaciated e^nemic- 
looking girl slowly approaches, and languiilly receives her 
glass ; she is followed by a fat, good-featured matron, whose 
rubicund visage, dotted over with pustules of" acne rosacea," 
betrays at once what brought her there. Next an enor- 
mous specimen of abnormal iat, shaped somewhat like a 
man, comes waddling up ; glass after glass he quaff?, seem- 
ingly confident that, afWr a "course or two, he will be 
reduced te fair proportions. He, perhaps, is foUowed by a 
yellow-complexioned, melancholy dyspeptic; cross and ili- 
tempercd, he shuns contact with his neiglibors, swallows 
quickly his dose, and darts off in some by-potJi, where, 
alone, he can nurse his misery. And thus they come — tbe 
lame and the paralytic, the lean and tbe fat, the old and 
the young, all to receive now life from these fountains of 
health. 

The " course " continues usually from three to four weeks, 
and strict rules and regulations are prescribed with regard 
to diet and exercise. AHer ten or twelve days, the first 
effect "of improved appelite, increased secretions of skin 
and urine, with free alvine discharges being passed," the 
patient be^ns to complain of certain new sensations. His 
appetite fails, flatulency and constipation ensue, and sleep- 
less nights come on, all of whicn sour the temper and 
depress the spirits. The "critical reaction" is arnved — it 
is the period of " saturation " — ^the medical adviser is satis- 
fied, reduces the dose, forbids the baths, and confidently 
predicts a " cure." 

As to the accommodations at the Spaa, the hotels and 
lodging-houses are comfortable, and the charges reasonable ; 
and every effort is made to render the invalid and traveller 



contented. The bill of fare is rather limited, as it is adapted 
to the use, chiefly, of the patients. Certain articles t«ing 
sure to interfere with the internal use of the waters are 
proscribed ; the food is, therefore, plain but wholesome. 

The " kursaal " at most ct these watering-places furnishes 
resonrces for amusement, and is the point around whidi 
the chief attractions congregate. It is supplied with read- 
ing and conversation rooms, saloons for conoerta and balli^ 
and, where playing is permitted and encouraged by Govmh- 
meot, with gambhng halls. On the exterior^ spacious colon- 
nades serve for the use of promenaders in wet ' 
and in many instances lead by covered way to the " 
most resorted to. 
ecBWAUAff , NiutD, Ja^HM is«a^ 



APOPLECTIC PUERPERAL CONVULSIONS.— 
RECOVERY WITH HEMIPLEGIA. 



JOHN G. JOHNSON, M.D., 



Oh the 2IHh of December last, Mrs. D., a primipara, aged 
17, consulted me for a severe pain on the ngbt side of the 
head, accompanied with dizzineea. A shgbt swelling of 
the lefl; leg was also complained of She was then within 
a month of her full term, and being of a delicate constitu- 
tion, I did not deem it expedient to bleed her, but merely 
prescribed a mercurial cathartic, which so relieved the dis- 
tress tiiat no further treatment was necessary. On Uonday 
evening (Jan. 2Z\ I was summoned in great haste to see 
her, but not being on hand. Dr. Marvin kindly responded 
to the colL When I afterwards arrived at the house, I 
ascertained from her mother that labor psins commenced 
about noon, but they were so slight in character that it waa 
not deemed necessary to send for me. Abont fonr o'clock, 
while the patient was sitting in a chair, she suddenly com- 

Etained of dizziness and an intense pain in the head. Htf 
usband laid her upon the bed, when she was ahnoet 
itnmediaiely seised with a convulwon, while he was pre- 

Kring himself to go for me. Dr. Marvin staled that on 
) arrival he found the patient lying completely insensible ; 
her limbs flaccid; her breathing stertorous; the cheeks 
puffing out at each expiration; and the pulse exceedingly 
feeble. There was a mucous rattle in the throat, like that 
of approaching dissolution. Dr. M. had dilated the os from 
the size of a five cent piece to that of a dollar; it was Bot^ 
and still further dilatable. Bleeding of course was out of 
the question. 

Immediate application of the forceps was deemed neces- 
sary, though neither of us supposed lliat tlie mother could 
live until the delivery should be completed. Considerable 
difficulty was experienced in applying the instrument at 
the superior strai^ as the first blade would slip on attempt- 
ing to introduce tlie second. I carried my hand well up, 
to be sure that nothing but the child's head was wiUiin the 
grasp of the forceps, and then by a careful rocking motion 
brought the head down a little. I was thus enabled to 
adapt the blades satisfactorily. The child was speedily 
delivered; it was still-born, and looked as if it had been 
dead for several days. The placenta was also delivered 
without any difficulty. The mother's condition during all 
this time remained unchanged. By Dr. Marvin's advice, I 
determined to make use of calomel in five grain dcees. 
Accordingly the powder was' mixed with syrup, and placed 
upon the back of the tongue, but a convulsion occurring 
soon after, the whole passed out through the nostrils. 
Another dose was in due Ume administered, which after a 
little while was swallowed. The remedy was given every 
half hour through the night. About twenty-six hours after 
tbe first dose was taken, involuntary greenish-colored 
evacuations commenced, when the remedy w.is discon- 
tinued. A certain degree of restlessness was evinced by a 
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thrashing of the right side and hand. A Tew drops of 
bnmdj and water were i^ven by means of a ewab, vLen 
the pulse began to increase in volume, and the mucous 
rattle to be somewhat li-as in the tliroat. She la; in this 
unconscious condition for sixty-two hours beCurc she 
attempted to speak. As she began to improvcj it was 
noticed that her Ace waa drawn to the right side, Chat 
there was great difficult; in articulation, and that the lefl 
aide was powerless. In consequence of her restlessneES in 
constantly throwing off ihe bed-clothes, she was seized on 
Jan. 11th with an attack of pneumonia on the right aide. 
This waa treated by the daily application of dry cups; the 
stimulants being continued. Choraic movemcDts were 
marked whenever she was spoken to, or was conscious of 
being gazed aL She recovered the use of the led foot, in 
about two months from the time of the first uttack, suffi- 
ciently to walk cautiously about her room. Her mental 
fauulties were very much impaired, particularly the memory. 
About the middle of April she was moved into tlie country, 
•ad at this time waa ajile, with some assistance, to walk a 
short distance in the streeL The lefl leg, however, was ao 
weak that it would give out on the sUghteat over-exertion. 
. The strength of the arm waa in a measure rcgtdned. The 



when she could walk out alone; the arm, however, waa 
slower in regmning its power. Her mental weakness still 
remaioed the same. A few days ago the husband called 
on me tc state tliat though physically very much better, 
there was not much improvement in the condition of her 
mind. The case was of marked interest, from the feeble- 
ness of tlie pulse, a symptom which is very unusual in 
q)opleetic attacks. 
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[E«patUd br K. K. Bbuwhi, Bodh Boigwm.] 

Joan GiTNARD, kL 30, native of Ireland. On Wednesday, 
3 P.H., was engaged in eicavaljng a sewer in Union street, 
South Brooklyn, when an immense mass of earth fell sud- 
denly and buried him up to the nose. In twenty minutes 
he was dug out but did not reach the hospital until the fur- 
ther lapse of two hours. When admitted his fucewaspale, 
with an expression of anxiety; hisrespiration hurried, and he 
was expectorating dark venous blood. lie occasionnlty spoke 
without being questioned, but with evident difficulty. His 
body was free from any marks of extcmiJ injury. On 
placing the hand upon thechcst, which was much swelled, an 
emphysematous crackling was very distinctly heard. Above 
the right clavicle there was a swelling, as Irom extrarasated 
blood. On percussion no difference of sound was heard in 
the two sides of the chest; and on manipulating no bony 
crepitus indicative of a fracture waa detected. On nnscul- 
tation the respiratory sound was found to be almost com- 
pletely absent Irom the left side, and a pecuhar piping sound 
was heard on inspiration, when the ear was applied there, 
like that produced by air passing through a narrow channel 
Respication on the right side was normal, but the patient was 
short of breath ; hispulse was frequent and small -his intel- 
lect unimpaired; skinGlightiycool; novomiting. Dr.Hamil- 
ton, who soon saw the patient, di^noslicated a fracture 
of the ribs and puncturation of the lungs. Ordered small 
doses of brandy and morphia, but the emphysema soon 
extended and be died at 8 40 P.H., having survived the 
accident only a little more than five honrs. 

AutopiujjfinirUen hoiirg after daith. — Present, Drs. Hamil- 



ton, Gilfillan, and Browne. Body well nourished; very 
small abrasions above right clavicle and left side of infferior 
maxilla; very great empiiysenio, particularly of the trunk 
and BCLotum. On percuEsion, chest was shown to be very 
tympanitic ; no difference being noticed between the sounds 
elicited from the two ades, and no crepitus felt indicative 
of a fracture. Immediately on dividing the integument 
over the sternum, air escaped rapidly ; muscles were red 
and well nourished. On raising the stemnm the left lung 
was fonnd cdlnpsed. The mediastinal areolar tissue was 
inSltraled with air. On removing the heart and lungs 
entire J vL of blood was found in left pleura, and about 
S viii. of bloody serum in the right. 

On the left side the second, fourth, fifUi, sixth, seventh, 
and eighth ribs were found fractured, the Grst about three 
inches, and the latter about four inches from Ihe spine, bid 
ihe fragments were not ditphtced. 

The pleura costalis over the sixlh rib was ruptured. The 
other ribs at the point of fracture had not wounded the 
pleura. There was a little infiltration of air between the 
costal pleura and the sixth and seventh ribe. On the 
right side there was a fracture of tlie first costal cartilage, 
near its junction wiih the ribs, and the fragments were 
displaced ; the pleura coslalis was lacerated. The lieart wna 
healthy. In the lefi lung, at the apex, towards the spine, 
was a discolored spot corresponding to the fracture of 
second rib. In the lower lobe at the middle of the dorsal 
surface there was a smalt triangular wound from which air 
and frothy blood escaped. The lung was much reduced in 
bulk and slightly crepitant. The lower lobe of the right 
lung, on Ihe surface adjoining the middle lobe, was lorn — 
possibly by handling. Along Ihe back of X\m lobe was a 
coagulum of blood underneatii the pleura pulmonalis which, 
on being cut into, flowed out and showed a eompkU break- 
ing down of ihe titbilartM of iwo-ihirdt of the lower lobe. 

Tlie whole of the right lung was very much congested 
and easily torn apart. 

The abdominal viscera was healthy, but the stomach and 
intestines were much distended with gas. 

Eemarla. — The extent and rapidity of the emphysema 
were unusual, exlMidiag not only over most of the body 
but occupying Ihe mediastinal space and even appearing 
under the pleura costalis and pulmonalis at certain points. , 

The left lung had been penetrated at two points and was 
completely collapsed, yet none of the broken ribs on this 
Mde were found displaced. The broken and displaced carti- 
lage on the right side had not penetrated the lung. No 
oULcr ribs upon the right side were broken, yet the lower 
lobe was lileralljj ccusned, showing to what an extent the 
ribs may bend without breaking. The bloody expectoration 
must have proceeded from the right and crushed lung, as 
the left was completely collapsed; life was therefore con- 
tinued some hours with only the upper right lobe. The 
enahing of the baig by the bending rioi was the peculiarity 
of Ihe case. 
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Art. I. The Pfiytiotogy and Pathology of ihe Spleen, by 
Dr. David Hutchison, Mooresville, Ind. Art. II. Vacdtia- 
tion, by Dr. Sajhtel Hart, Marietta, Ohio. — Describing a 
new instrument. Art. IV. A Cote o/ Pou<mi7ig bg Slrych- 
niite, by Dr. H. G. Thouas, Alliance, Ohio.— The patient 
took five groins of strychnine, and in half an hour a large 
draught of whiskey; during this time he was under in- 
tense mental and sexual excitement; in an hour and 
three-quartcia allcr taking the strychnine be was seized 
with spasms. Treatment : zinci sulpb. ad lib. until free 
vomiting was effected, followed by tr. opii Si. repeated in 
Bve hours, and cathartic the following day. The patient 
recovered. What effect had the alcoholic, mental, and 
sexual excitement in postponing the effects of the etrych- 
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TRIAL BY OUR OWN PEERS. 
Thb right secured to every man, under our constitution, of 
ft trial by bis peere, is odo of tlin main bulwarks of civil 
liberty. It is ft guaranlee ^lunat any undue assiumption of 
power on the part of the judiciary, and an assurance that 
tbe jury, before whom the trial is he!<l, are equal in rank 
and interest to the litigants before them. This, then, is the 
theory underlying- that great principle of equality before 
the courts, which our English ancestora, smarting under 
the misrule of their Norman conquerors, felt lo be the com- 
pensating medium between diversities of rank in society, 
and to obtain which the inferior nobility of England 
extorted Magna Charta from their imbecile sovereign John. 

Bat beautiful as is the idea of a trial by one's peers, and 
much as it may contribute to protect the weak against the 
encroachments of the powerful, it is found that, practically, 
the system docs not always insure what in theory it pro- 
mises. Differences in the mode of selecting jurors, differ- 
ences in the qualifications exacted from them, and differ- 
ences in the mode of conducting trials, have worked an almost 
entire change in the jury system, insomuch that it bears no 
resemblance whatever to the "trial by peers" as originally 
established and practised in ancient Britain. There, the jurors 
were erophaticilly the peers of the litigant*. They were of 
the vicinage — some, doubtlfss, witnesses to the occurrences 
tbey were summoned to pass judgment npon ; and all more 
or less familiar with the history of the case before them. 
Now, tlie reverse is precisely the condition of the jury 
system. No maa hmilior with the particulars of any case 
is considered entirely free from bias ; no man who hu wit- 
nessed the transactions forming the ru getta at the issue at 
bar is considered qualified to sit a« a juror; and, lastly, no 
care is taken, no concern is felt, no means are employed to 
secure to any man a trial by his legitimate peers. 

Passing even by tbe sad revelations of venality which 
attend the trial by jury in our midst, where hordes of lasy, 
lounging, leprous loafers throng the halls of justice, anxious 
to serve as jurors at a shilling a case; where low, ignorant, 
disreputable men, foisted into high place^ are intrusted 
with the determination of the most delicate problems in 
law, weighing rights and measuring responsibilities of 
whose essence or foundation they possess not the least 
idea — passing even by these things which cry out trumpet- 
tongued gainst the weakness of our jurisprudence, we 
wish to ask whether tbe time has not come for all to in^t 
at least upon a return to such of the principles of the 
ancient rubrio as shall insure a fair trial — as only one can 
be had — by a jury of one's peers. 

Certainly no profession is, or can be, more interested in 
such a system of self-protection than the medical, and none 
has a better right to ask for reform in this direction at the 
hands of our Legislature. It is particulariy the case when 
qoestions of a strictly professional character arise before 
our courts, as in suits for malpractice. There, the injustice 
"*■ submitting the profesaonal qualifications of a physician 



to the arbitrament of a jury of ignorant, unintelligent mm, 
becomes a blot upon the dogma of a trial at law. As vrrH 
might you summon a jury of Chinamen to determine 
whether an American telegraph operator has sent a messiige 
over the wires correctly, as to summon a jury, such as is to 
be ordinarily found in our courts, to decide whether a cer- 
tain medical man had or not been guilty of mslprac^. 
Tbe inequality of intelligence manifested in the frsmiTtgoT 
statutes, creating courts, and regulating the adminislratiMi 
of justice, is lamenlable enough, and it is still more meka- 
chcdy to see judges adhere to the letter, while foc^tting 
the spirit underlying oil law. Perhaps, and we njr it 
with regret, thcj do not nndersland the principle at ill— 
they have never mastered it in fact — it is an unrcvealcd mys- 
tery to tlieir eyes. They know the code, and naught beude, 
know its crossings, sinuosities, quaquaveraal rulings, not 
knowing, at the same time, whether it is or not leading 
them astray from fundamental principles, not caring, per- 
haps, since their reputation is naught at tbe start, and con- 
tinues so to the end. But however this may be, it is fliia 
that we live under a constitution — that this constitution is 
recogiused as the organic law, to which all other laws tad 
statutes must conform. Now a fundunental prindple in 
this instrument is to the effect, that every citizen sbtO be 
insured a trial by his peers. If he cannot be tried by Ifaem 
he cannot be tried by any one. If he can be tried it ill 
he must be tried by them. 

ir we apply this principle to actual daily experience, w* 
find that no such rule or canon pervades our jurisprudence. 
The idea is a purely constitutional one, but m practice no 
one recognises, no one applies it. A man has a right caa- 
stitutionally, the courts deny it to him practically. He 
asks t<x the bread of an equitable trial, but only gets Ibe 
stone of a customary farcical trial Aiid so we go on from 
day to day, bowing, submitting, embracing the old imige, 
and yet cursing it at heart. 

Physicians have an undoubted ri^t to insist upon being 
tried by their own peers, and by them alone. And wbo 
are, who can be their peers, but physicians themselves? 
Who is so coinpet«nt to weigh with intelligent aj^moa- 
tion the particular circumstances round which revolves Ibc 
issue of a malpractice case ? Can that ever be an impariid 
trial in which a jury are required to pass upon op^atiwa 
partiy due to Nature, partiy due to human akill ot bunxa 
ignorance — of which operations knowing positively nolliiiig, 
they are still expected to comprehend so much, by a spe- 
cies of intuition, as to be able to syncopate one cUffi of 
effects from the oth^r, and to decide when the shorteiung 
of a limb or an aocbytosed joint, when injury of the ajt 
talline lens, or induration of the tympanum, is due to ntn- 
ral causes, and when to malpractice ? And yet there it 
□ever ft trial for malpractice in our courts where juries 
incompetent to understand the amplest questions in Dteds- 
nics, are not called upon to resolve some of the most diffi- 
cult problems in pathology and sui^ry. An individml, 
to be considered an expert, must have been eiperietKsd 
in the matters about which he is called to testify, but ibe 
jury who are to weigh the testimony of experts, and to 
decide when doctors disagree— they need know nothing. 
They are to be the judges of the oompetency and reliabilitf 
of experts, and yet are not experts themselves t Was there 
ever such an absurdity — snch an injustice as that perp^ 
trated in the name of equity 7 Hence, in any suit fi>r tn*!- 
practice, a physician is literally summoned to appear wd be 
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judged by a jury not of hia ownp«er», but a jury of/orfljpi- 
en, who du not understand the language, the laws, or the 
results of medical practice, but simply guess nt a verdict, 
and thus dispose of a man's reputation and property, leav- 
ing him shipwrecked and remediless. Such is the law, 
under wUich we, of the medical profegaon, live, move, and 
liave oar uncertain being. 

When a clergynjan is guilty of malfeasance in office, he 
is tried before an ecclesiaetical council conristing of his own 
brethren, who are his own peers. When a lawyer is caught 
(few and far between the times) in open, flagrant dishonesty, 
he is tried by the court, not the jury, and dismissed or 
acquitted as Ihe case may be — at all events he is tried by 
his own peers. 

But when a physician is digged into court on a charge 
of malpractice, is such tenderness, is such justice shown 
him? Could he obtain a trial by his own peers if he 
asked or if he claimed it ss a right guaranteed him by the 
oonstiUition ? We can answer the question with a No. 
Not a court in the country would hearken to his prayer — 
not a judge but would sneer at the proposition, and his 
counsel would be overruled as on itluminist and a theorizer. 

We think we' have sufficieutly shown Ihat " there is 
something rotten" in tlie Denmark of our jurisprudence. 
We think we have shown why pbysicians are, of all roeo, 
the most virtually disfVanchised before our courts ; and nntil 
the proper steps are taken to insure reform in this particular, 
we do not feel that much encouragement can be given to 
young men to enter their ranks. We have only broached the 
subject at piejent, as one which ought to occupy the serious 
attention of the profession. We shall revert to it again, 
and point ont what, it seems to us, would be s proper 
movement for the profession throughout the State to make, 
with reference to securing itself a larger measure of protec- 
tion before the courts. 



THE WEEK. 
Tire JV. T, EeamiiKr, a religious paper, which aims at an 
influential position as a family newspaper, and which for 
the most part merits general confidence, amuses itself occa- 
sionally with the dangerous eiperiment of throwing stonee 
at the glass house in which resides its nei^bor of the 
World. The Sramiiur represents the strsitest sect of 
orthodoxy, and is by no means tolerant of those practices 
not consistent with rdigious principles. The World, on the 
contrary, as its name indicates, is a true representative of 
the p«^alar religion of our times, which weara a white 
cravat, and is punctual at church every sabbath, but enjoys 
woridly pleasures and worldly gains immensely through the 
week, driving fast bargains during the day, and attending 
in torn the theatres and operas at night. In tiie opinion of 
the Eatmater, the World is a hypocrite, and of course a 
dangerous paper in its influences upon the homes of our 
Christian famUies. In its last week's issue the Sawniner 
held the World up to public scorn and reprobation for pre- 
suming to the character of a religious journal, and yet ad- 
mitting lo its advertising columoB theatrical advertisements, 
and concludes in the following pertinent strain : — 

" Now if theatrical advertisements must go to the homes 
of Christian bmihes, we siy, let them be taken there simply 
as theatrical advertisements, and not by a messenger who 
professes to stand upon ' great primal Christian truths ' in 



their distribution. We cannot think that 'the lime has 
come for a living Christianity ' lAiu ' to assert itself.' " 

Presuming, from the confident tone of the Mcammer, that 
its advertiaing sheet must be a model for a religious journal 
designed for the homes of Christian families, we glanced 
down its columns, and what was our amazement to find 
them crowded, not with notices of theatres, the least danger- 
ous of all p03«ble advertisements to the morals of families, 
but with the most di^usting and demoralizing notices oif 
diseases, and thequackpreparationsadspted to them. Here 
is " Dalley's Magical Pain Extractor" which is advertised to 
prevent and cure (in a listof thirty-eight different diseases), 
small-poz and cancer. Can the Editor of the BnamiatT 
plead ignorance of the utter and malicious falsity of this 
statement? Does he use Dalley's Pain Extractor to protect 
his own cliildren firom small-poz, or would he recommend 
a friend to try it? And yet he is willing to lend the pages 
of his professedly religious paper to introduce this bitter 
falsehood into "the homes of Christian famiUes." And this 
paper the cunning charlatan selects htcmue it is a mes- 
senger who professes to stand upon " great primal Chris- 
tian truths " in the distribution of its advertisements. 
In an adjoining cijumn of the same paper, under the 
startling title, " Health of American Women," appears the 
announcement of the Onefenberg Company, which we 
never ful to find in a paper professing to stand upon 
" great primal Christian truths" in the distribution of its 
advertisements. Is the Editor of the Examiner aware of 
the nature of the Qnefenberg Marshall's Uterine Catho- 
licon 7 Does he recommend it in his own &inily 7 Nay, 
dare he read that advertisement at his own fireside 7 We 
believe noL 

Again, we have " Mrs. Winslow's Soothing Syrup for 
Children Teething." The advertisement says, very tnily, 
" Depend upon it, mothers, it will give rest to yourselves 
and relief to your infants." Thousands of mothers in this 
city are annually relieved of all further care of their infants 
through the magically soothing effects of Hrs. Winslow's 
syrup, which the religious papers, as messengers who pro- 
fess to stand upon " great primal truths in their distribu- 
tion," introduce to the homes and confiilenee of Christian 
families. We commend to the careful reflection of the 
Editor of the Examiner the followmg extract from the 
City Inspector's last report, in regard to patent medicines 
and other effects upon the mortality of children : 

" A very large number of children are killed annnallT, in 
this city, by paUnl medidnet. They are exhibited without 
any knowledge of their properties, or their power to allay 
the symptoms for which they are given. I ask, how many 
hnndred infants are destroyed by the various vermifuges 
alone that are advertised 7-|-given to them with the idea 
that they are affected wifh worms, when, in reality, 
nothing of the kind exists in a lai^ majority of cases. 
The symptoms that are taken to be indicative of worms 
ar« often those of teething, or the incipient stages of hydro- 
cephalus or tabes-mesenlerica, etc, which, by judicious 
treatment, might be cured. These nostrums never ftul to 
coincide with the disease and aggravate the symptoms." 

Will the Editor of the Examiner ponder this statement 
well, and estimate how many of the 15,000 children who 
died last year in this city maybe chargeable to his account 7 

We shall not pursue this subject further at this time. 
We have given sufficient proo^ that while the EmimiMr 
was zealously engaged in pulling out the mote in its 
neighbor's eye, a beam wotruded from ite own, so largo 
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tliat nothing but the almighty dollar could conceal it from 
its own perception. If it desires to be a safe and reliable 
family newspaper, let Ihe Ukaminer profit by Oie following 
iitateroent ; — J/ quack advn-linenwnit mutt go to Vie Aoiuei 
of ChruUan /itmilieg, we «oy, let (fiem be taken there <a 
quaek adveriisemmts, and not h/ a maxengtr who professa 
to stand ajron " great primal Chratian trviht" in tkrir dis- 
irtbvlion. We eonnot think that " Ihe time hat comt for a 
Uving ChritlianUy" thia " to amei-t iltdf." 
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Cherry La'irtl Water in the Treatment of Dana.— A. writer 
in an Italian medical gazette recommends the nse of 
cherry laurel water as a topical Bp]ilication to burns. It 
is applied by means of lint, and tlie dre^jsings kept tho- 
roughly moistened with it. This practice of Dr. Franehino 
appears to be rational, and well adapted to relieve the 
smarting pun and heat of the parts, based as it is upon the 
well known sedative effect of hydrocyanic acid — tliia 
hydrocyanic acid beingdoubtless the effeciive agent of the 
cherry laurel water. Dr. Franehino associates the dilute 
cherry laurel water with solution of gum araliic, but such 
admixture must be of doubtful utility, since the gum must 
be liable \0 coat the parts, and thus far protect Uiem from 
the contact and sedative inSuence of the other agent, and 
most idso be lieible lo cause adbesion of the compresses. 

Those in this country who may desire to avail themselves 
of these good suggestions and practice of Dr. Franehino, 
may do so by diluting the ofBcinal hydrocyanic acid with 
wxty to seventy parts of water — or say one ounce of the 
officinal acid (containing two per cent, of anhydrous acid) 
to half a gallon of water. One ounce of the officinal acid 
to twenty fluid ounces of water makes a solution of about 
the same hydrocyanic acid strength as good cherry burel 
water. Such a solution, however, would not contain the 
ea!ential oil which would be present in good cherry laurel 
water, and which would be elfective in the treatment. A 
much better substitute for cherry laurel water, " Aqua 
Lauro-cerasi" of the Edinburgh and Dublin Pharmacopceias 
— or rather a preparation almost identical with il~may 
be made by distilling a pint of water from a pound of 
recent, well bruised wild cherry leaves, aa shown by Prof 
Procter of Philadelphia in a most able paper upon the wild 
cherry — ceraaus serolJna — published in the Proceedings of 
the Amer. Pharm. Association for 1858, p. 319 et seq. 
The portion of that paper relating to the substitute for 
cherry laurel water may also be found in the Amer. Joum. 
Pharm. for SepL 1859, p. 423. It had been long known 
that water distilled from wild cherry leaves possMsed poi- 
sonous properties, and after the experiments of Liebig, 
Wohler, Garot, and Cap upon amygaalin, emulsin, etc, it 
became evident that not only tlie hydrocyanic acid but 
also the essential oil generated by tiie peculiar fermentntion 
■nd distillation was almost identical when obtwned from 
various allied plants — the almond, peach, cherry laurel, and 
wild cherry being of this family of allied plants. Neither 
cherry laurel water nor wild cherry water keep well unless 
carefully excluded from light and air, the strength diminish- 
ing with age and exposure. The preparations also vary 
somewhat in streng^ with the time of year at which the 
leaves are collected. The preparations are, however, easily 
made, and may with due core be easily preserved from one 
season till the neSL Both this wild cherry water and the 
diluted hydrocyanic acid are well worthy a trial in the now 
iscosesof bums and scalds. 



CreoioU IRiter in Duma amd Sviidt.— Closely allied to the 
above is the use of creosote water for the same purpose?. 
It, too, is applied by meani of thin clotlip, kept consl^mlly 
wcL The solution is made in lie profWDrlion of six or inghl 
drops of creosote to the fluid ounce of water, or, as recom- 
mended hy Dr. B. F. Bache, of the U. 8. Navy, somewhat 
stronger than this. Dr. Bache, whoee long experience with 
this application gives him great confidence in its unilbrm 
good effect, adds tKe creosote to the water indefinitely, but 
m such proportion as to secure a saturated solution. After 
shaking, the excess of creosote soon subsides, when Ihe 
solution is poured off for use, and fresh portions of water 
added, and sliaken as before. It should be applied as early 
as possible, ond very freely, since in common with the 
cherry laurel water, it is to the early or specific stAges of 
the injury that tiie effects are prominently applicable. After 
suppuration is establidied, and the surfaces assume tbo 
charseler of ordinary sores, neither of these dressings arc . 
appropriate. In the early stages, however, the creosote 
water, in many cases at least, does very promplly and \ctj 
efficiently relievo the pain and heat of the port^ bo that 
frequently within two or three hours a degree of ease aod 
comfort is obtained that is unusual in thLt class of injuries. 
And, when the cliaracter of the burn is of tlie first, or even 
of the second order of gravity, that is where the vitality of 
the superficial tissues is not destroyed, it is not uncommon 
to see Uie application of this remedy followed by a speedy 
resolution of the inflammation, and rapid recovery, and this 
to a degree and in a way not easily explained, either by 
the agency of the water, or the sedative effect of the cold 
kept up by change of dressings, evaporation, etc In the 
use of this remedy it appears useless to annoy the patient 
and attendants with the disagreeable odor for an unneces- 
sary length of time. Whatever good it is capable of accom- 
plishing appears to be effected witbin the first twelve 
ooura, or even within the first period of four hours, unless 
the resolution seems to be doubtful, >vhen this or other 
antiphlogistic applications should be kept up for a longer 
time. Creosote water is very easily and speedily made, 
and keeps well for any length of time. 

Curiout Phenomma of Ught — Some two jeats since, the 
chemical world was astonished by experimcDts and state- 
ments of M. Niepce de Saint- Victor, showing that he was 
able, as he supposed, to store up light in the tissue of a sheet 
of paper so that the light would afterward manifest itself 
by its characteristic reactions upon nitrate of silver tn tha 
dark. A sheet of white paper imprecated with tartAric 
acid, or nitrate of uranium (neither of these chemicals being 
photogenic or susceptible to the action of light) w^s 
exposed to solar light, portions of its aur&ce being covered 
or protected from the light by opaque objeetn. The paper 
wa.1 then taken to a dark room, and ordinary pbott^raphic 
solution of nitrate of silver applied to it. A negative pic- 
tiire of the opaque objects was the result, or the nitrate of 
silver was decomposed and darkened in these parts of the 
paper only which had been exposed to the light. Hence 
It was argued logically that the Ught had been stored up 
in those tmrts of the sheet which had been exposed to the 
source of light, since it had in those ports only exerted its 
chemical effect in darkening the nitrate of silver. More 
recently, however, a photographist, named Busk, has com- 
municated to the Society ofBlackeath, the results of some 
experiments which, if confirmed, surpass, in their wonder- 
ful character, Uiose of Niepce de Saint-VictOr, while they 
completely overturn his arguments, though in a measure 
confirming his facts. A sheet of white paper was impreg- 
nated with tartaric acid, dried, impregnated witli nitrate of 
silver, again dried, and Uien had opaque objects laid upon 
it for a short time, all this having been done in the dark. 
Ilalf an hour afler the opaque objects had been removed 
from the paper, the paper remained perfectly whit«. and 
free from impression. It was then exposed to solar light, 
and a negative picture of the opaque objects was obt^ned. 
Thus the paper seemed in this instance to have stored up 
a latent image of the opaque objects so that oa being 
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exposed lo the light, instead of being uniformly darkened 
all over the surface, as would have been naturally expected, 
it wns 90 unequally darkened as to produce the outline 
picture of obJL'Cis tliat the light had never struck upon. 
These two sets of expcrimenta taken together are among 
llie nio?t strikin" and wonderful results of human research. 

Oood Chanieals/or"tAeFithe$." — The following eridenco 
of what may be reasonably espected from tlie "materia 
medica as now used' is extracted from " The Chemist and 
Druggist a monthly trade circular" of London; 

"Dr. Bewley wishing to kill a mangy cur, and having 
read in Magendie's ' Report on Strychnia,' that tlie six- 
teenth of a grain will kill tlic largest dog, dctennined to 
make sure of tliEs very little animal by giving it nhout half 
■ grain. But cither Magendie's st-itenient was incorrect, 
or the drug was adulterated, for at the end of ten minutes, 
the dog, though suQcring frightfully, was not dead. Dr. 
Bewley resolved to nut hira out of his misery at once, and 
accordingly mixed half a drachm of prussic acid 'with a 
little milk and put it under the dog's snout. He l^pcd 
tlie milk with avidity, and in less tlian a minute vomited, 
got upon his legs, ran away, and recovered." 

There is a ring of the right metal, namely, truth, about 
the circumsUnlial detail in Uiis little story, and it unerringly 
directs the intelligent reader to a deduction tliat the doc- 
trine occasionally inculcated from high places, that mankind 
would be better without a materia medica, is not likely 
to be without effect upon the manufacture and "trade" in 
articles of tlie materia medica, for it is a logical conclusion 
easily, and perhaps not uufrequently arrired at, that if it 
b<! better to have no materia medica, the next best thing is 
to have an inert materia medica — one that can do no liarm. 
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Dr- SquiBD remarked that the object of any law upon 
this subject was to control the use of poisons for muraer- 
ous purposes. The difficulties, however, which lay in the 
way, had reference more particularly to the definition of 



poisons, and the placing of restrictions only upon such 
cles. TliB greater number of articles enumerated in uie 
law, recently enacted for New York state, were not of a 
poisonous nature, and many had never been used either for 
the purpose of committing suicide or murder. This, in his 
opinion, was a very objectionable feature, and tended only 
to render the law inert Apain, some of the preparations, 
the sale of which were prohibited, were extensively used in 
the arts, and thus commerce was greatly interfered with. 
It seemed to him that the controlling power of the law 
should be exercised in the protection of the rights of per- 
sons who should be vested with the authority to sell suoh 
articles and then bold them responsible for their wrongs. 
Db. Samuel R. Pebct, by special invitation, stated that 
he had worked as hard as he could to get a law enacted by 
the Legislature to control tlie sale of poisons, but the one 
now in force was greatly altered from the original one 
offered. It was proposed in the original Bill that every 
person who sold poisons should be regularly Lcensed, the 
object of which was simply that all such individuals should 
be known. The opposition to this proposition, and also to 
other portions of the bill, was very preal, many alterations 
and additions were tnade, and even in that shape it would 
not have passed except by the strenuous exertions of Sena- 
tor Rotch I The present law, notwilhalandiog it contained 



only the two first sections of the one originally proposed 
was, in liis opinion, a great improvement upon the one 
which had been previously in force. The object was not to 
control suicides but to prevent the commission of murder 
and abortion. It is now necessary that the name of the 
person to witom tlie poison is sold, with witnesses to the 
sale, be entered in a book for that putpose, and criminals 
knowing the danger of being identiliea at^rwards would 
be deterred from committing the act. He knew of one 
such instance. 

Mb. Pabribh was in favor of such a general taw as should 
control the free use of poisons if it could be carried out 
He, however, along with Dr. Squibb thought that loo many 
orticlea were enumerated. But after all we laws would be 
use except the community were blessed with con- 
ous apothecaries. 

Db. a. K. Garoner also made some remarks upon this 
subject in which he set forth the difficulties in deciding who 
were the legitimate medical practitioners, and also the 
necessity of having conscientious apothecaries. 

Mr. Meakih remarked that the sfiothecaries were tlie 
proper persons to settle the difficulties, and he had no 
doubt if, as a body, they took a stand in the matter, the 
public would second them in their endeavors to do what 
woa right 

Mr. Carnev was of tlie opinion tliat the law upon this 
subject should impope restrictions only upon the sale of 
such poisons as were known to the public at laige, and then 
the pnarmaccutist would be relieved tVom all responsibility 
in the matter, and thusbeaffiirded an opportunity nf throw- 
ing himself upon the legality of the question when he had 
any doubts as to the propriety of the course he was to pur- 
sue. In his establishment he made it a rule never to sell 
any poisonous article except directed so to do by the pre- 
scription of a physician. 

Mr. Procter stated that there were two views to be 
taken into account in framing a law upon the subject of 
poisons. I. Tlienroicctionof the public II, The protec- 
tion of the apothecary. In Pennsylvania the law names 
only arsenic, corrosive sublimate, prussic acid, opium, mor- 
phia, and strychnine; a register of the amount sold, date 
of sale, and the person to whom it is sold. The law also 
directs that the purchaser should be known to the vender, 
it does not, howeverj restrict the amount to be sold. 

Tlie resolution being duly presented before the Associa- 
tion and unanimously carried, the following gentiemen were 
appointed to serve as members of the committee : — Saml. 
W. Colcord, Boston ; Wm. Procter, Jun., Phila. ; W. 3. M. 
Gordon, CincinnutL 

Mr, Gordon offered the fuUuwiog: 

KewlTed— TlutthUAi»clitl«tWHla'UMlrkHrtftltlluall>totk*N.T, 
CollegB at Ptuunucf, utd Ihe Drnolati ud I'tunnucDtliu of N. Y.. who 
luTe oontrlbDHl to thcli comfvl uid enurulnment during (lis praral m»- 

Accepted. 

A Resolution in the following form was presented by 
Mr. Parrish, and adopted: 

Buotred— Thai the EiKDHn Comnlltc* be dtreeted In (Ijnruil coolM of 
tke ProRvdlnn, tDcladlni! tboH of pnvioni jhi*. u Iit u inedible. 
Id Uh lufona PiumMcculicsl ud Chemldl EocIcUm, ud Colltfts la lUl 
coDDDy ud Enrope, wilb reqncBU for (ichugea. 

The meeting then adjourned until half past 3 p.m. 

FotntTR Dat — Aftebnooh Sessioh. 

After the transaction of business of minor importance, 

the question having reference to some change in weights 

and measures, for the new Pharmacopoeia, was brought 

before the Association in the following form, by the Cbaii^ 

man of the Bu^ness Committee, Dr. Squibb: 
WbcnM— It Is thf ]ud;D»Dl orihl) AuorlEtion, that ■ cbDwo In thf offl- 
— ' Ubleoof welghu ud inninHt 

-Mv.^'U U li uiMlemood Ibat the Bi»! I, 

cstlnn of tb« L'nllHI Ststss PtumnieopiL'la Iwve 

vpnn thlA Bufaject, Thrref^ire — 
Kswilvod— /(rtt Tint it la mpedlent »nd pR,.. 

Stnndlv. Tlut iba riuige of vtlcbw reHBllr ndnpMI In tba omunHtH 
orikee«iuiil1torniii»UtelI«BuKlKTl>l«o«f tWBrUM Pt wiwufm , 
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These resolutions were taken up teriatitn. 

The first WM unanimously adopted. 

The second eUcit«d a len^y discussion and on being 
put to vote was lost b; a decided majority. This being the 
CBse,I>r. Squibb, on behair of tbe Business Committee, offered 
the tollowing as a substitute; — 

BMolTtd— ThU In (he Judgment iC tfaU AiwidiiUon It It upedloat ud 
pf^ctlcBblB In tbe offltlual fonnnUt of tbA PJuriouoHeiA td abollBh the nee 
of meuanattattcKj; ud to anbaUtnte for nbaoliita wslEhuuid msa- 
nne Uw unB parU, neulnf narlj by wtt^rkt, ud tlut th(> AmodUlaD 
recommends vtat a cbisgo M IM moot vloiple, pnctJabla, uid effective 
ODD thnt tiut b« At pniKnt made. 

Adopted. 

The third resolution was witJulrawn. 
The Business Committe also offered the following resolu- 
tion having reference to the restriction of Sunday trade : — 
WhenM— Tbli AHonUtlan ncognlK* Uia jDitleo ud ptoptttj at Ihe 
ome Iuca1L11»i Ip regard to reUrlctlDg I ' 



atm at PI 



1,fOTT( 



^t^Afu 



_it tu> . 

4 boan for tb« tn 



loo benrtllj n 
1 ut the neorti 



m idi^ga Bt 



X Public, Ihe Hedlnl, wid 
_. la looUUei when IbaK InunMi 

Adopted unanimously. 

Us. Maisch presented the following, which was also duly 
accepted : — 

KMOlTtd— Tlut Ibe Uiwik* or tbi Aaudillnn nn doe lo lb* Praildont, 
Pint Vlce-Pnaldut, Saaetirr, ud Kenorter for tin sfflolent tmfyrmtoee 
of thill duUM, 

The minutes of tlie meeting were then read when, on 
motion of Mr. Stratton, the Aasocialion adjourned, to meet 
in St. Louis on the afternoon of the fourth Wednesday in 
August 1861. 
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Dr. Isaac Rkuihotod, President 

SErTEMBER 12, 18C0. 

Aboptioh — Its Caches, Danokiu, and Tseatuent. 
Db. Jakes M. Corse introduced the subject by remarking 
upon the distinction between the terms abortion and prema- 
ture delivery. By abortion, he would mean the expulsion 
of the uterine contents prior to viabil'ty of the fcetua. 

After some remarks upon the history of the subject, he 
considered the causes, dividing them into those belonging 
to the mother; those belonging to the ovum; extern^ 
causes ; and hidden causes. Under each bead a large num- 
ber of causes were mentioned. 

In illustration of the disposition to the occurrence of this 
accident in certain cases, he quoted a case from Toung, of 
Edinburgh, where the woman aborted thirteen times con- 
secutively, and yet carried the next conception to term. 

The premonitory symptomsare such as show death of the 
foetus, or would evince the approach of disease, as hemor- 
rhage, heat, coldness, lieavinem. After abortion has com- 
menced, it strongly simulates labor. The diacnosis, which ia 
im^rtant^ is made from tlie intermittent character of the 
pams, the discharge, and hiatory of the case. 

The prognosis is favorable when the affection is uncom- 
pUcaled ; guarded, when it ia the result of great violence. 

The treatment depends upon the causes, and was divided 
by the lecturer into precenlive in ^le inception, and pre- 
servative when inevitable. For the first indication, causes, 
if possible, must be removed. Believing that a frequent 
cause was the existence of chronic metritis, or inflammation 
■bout the mouth and Deck of the womb, he had employed 



the appropriate remedies with great benefit Be would 
treat acute diseases as usual, but not employing emetics, 
cathartics, or mercury too freely. In his practice pneu- 
monia had always produced abortion. Chronic and some 
uterine affections required palliation, but in case of a pro- 
lapse of the womb, regarding it as having a tendency to 
cause abortion from sympathetic irritation, he would relieve 
it by the employment of a very carefully, adjusted pessaij. 

When, in a threatened aborlion,tlie hemorrhagic dischtrge 
is slight, the patient should be kept absolutely atrest in the 
horizontal posture, and venesection resorted lo in cases of 
plethora. In the event of a continuance of the hctnorrh«ee, 
opium with astringents would be indicated, ns well as llie 
application of cold to the abdomen. If the bleeding is teiy 
free, the tampon made with piecesof sponge may be^pliei 
Dr. 0. did not view the colpeurynterwith fnvor. 

After the discharge of the ovum, danger exists until tlie 
complete expulsion of the membranes, hence these should 
be carefully removed by the use of the abortion forceps, or 
a long pair of dres^ng forceps. When a portion of the 
secundines remains in the uterus, it may continue a certain 
degree of vitahty, increase in bulk, and be eventually dis- 
charged OS a mole. If the membranes sliould adhere to ibe 
uterus, and prevent its complete closure, dangerous hemor- 
rhage moy result, and ergot will prove usefuL 

Where the woman has a double conception, one fostus 
m.iy die, and be dischai^ed, and the other remain in per- 
fect health until the close of gestation. When the cause is 
unknown, every deviation from health will require attention 
and careful medication, and to break up the effects of habit, 
the patient should be removed to a distance, and a complete 
change of all her surroundings made. 

After some very general remarks upon the subject of 
criminal abortion, the speaker concluded by referring his 
hearers to the American Cyclotwdia of Medicine and Sur- 
gery, subject Abortion, by Dr, I. Hays, for a vary complete 
bibliography of this affection. 

Dr. Coateb remarked upon the importance of the subject 
in a medico-iegal view, referring to its frequency, and the ■ 
looseness of popular ideas conceminglL He mentjoned the 
opinion of Desormeaux that the proper way to examine 
clots from the womb, in suspected cases, was by placing 
them in a basin, and pasang a small current of water orer 
tliem, and not separating tlwm by employing the fingers for 
that purpose. 

Dr. Cobbe again arose, and asked whether the members 
regarded hemorrhage after the fifth month of pregnancy « 
harmless. He believed four and a half months W ^le tW 
period of quickening, which he explained by the rising of 
the womb from its confinement in the pelvis, which, takinf 

Elace suddenly, frequently caused a rupture to a greater or 
as ejtent of the adhesions at the mouth of the womb, and 
thus abortion might occur. He illustrated this by a case 
at the seventh montli, where the hemorrhage continued for 
a day, and was then checked by astringents. 

Ue also referred to tlie dimuted point, as to whether 
females liable to abortion should tdfe exerdse, or obaerre 
absolute rest and quietude. 

Dr. Coates regarded hemorrhage at any time as dwi^- 
ous. If the menstrua! discharge was the result of ovulation, 
hewould have some difficulty lo understand thephenomew 
of a female menstruating during pregnancy. He ■''PP^f" 
to Dr. Corse to solve the problem, that an ovum could be 
discharged with a flux from the vagina while another ovaa 
partially filled the uterus. . 

Dr. Corse did not regard menstruation os the result oi 
ovulation. He believed the latter process lo be conliBua"y 
occurring. 

De. Coates replied that in his youth the professi"'' J*?*? 
rally did not consider the menstrual discharge as blood, but 
a SECHETioK. The idea of ovulation as its cause had coBie 
into vogue within the last fifteen years. j i, i 

Db- Lamb, in response to Dr. Corse's question, fflid tM' 
an extended expenence had caused him to ''^''.''''^ 
hemorrht^ in pregnancy as a Krioiis niatler, tboug" 
Digitized bvLiOOglC 
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cases had occurred to him where repealad hemorrlifige had 
biken place without an; bad results. He made a distinction 
betwetJD hemorrtiage with pain and that wilhouL His 
treatment was absolute rest, and the horizontal position lor 
a time; but when much pain was present, his prognosis 
was unravorable, and his treatmeDt active. He did not 
asree with Dr. Corse in (he belief that abortioDS were most 
iJKely to occur about the time of quickening. Nor could 
he regard four and a half months as that period, for thus he 
had been led into error. He had observed quidtenin^, or 
the firet feelinr of the motion of the foetus, to occur at from 
two and a half montlis to five, and he had learned to rely 
but little upon this motion or feeling. 
^ In the treatment of plethoric patients he regarded moiier- 
ate venesection aa a rine q«d Jion. Cold applications to the 
abdomen and lower part of the spine, were prominent aa 
remedies. Though many caws of abortion were decidedly 
serious in their appearance, yet in a prnctiee of forty years, 
averaging for a greater part of that time ten obstetric cases 
per mon&, lie had never lost a patient from abortion. 

To show how long a fbstus can be carried after its death, 
he reUted a case occurring la his practice, where, at the 
third month pain and considerable hemorrhage occurred. 
She was30onreUeTed,and returned to herbu^neas. Atthe 
usual time she believed quickening to have occurred, though 
no enlargement ofthe abdomen look place. At the eighth 
month he delivered her of a foetus perfect in every way, 
about three inches long, havingtlie appearance of an alcohohc 
preparation. 

Dr. NiBixaER referred to a cose where he delivered a 
patient of twins, one of which was dead nnd partly decom- 
[losed. She was at full term, though the dead fietus appeared 
to be about at the seventh month, yet this dead child, dur- 
ing these two months, did not induce abortion. This he 
considered as an exception to the general rule. He objected 
to the belief that menstruation was independent of ovuhttion. 
To prove this point, he referred to an experiment made by 
himself upon ubiteh during the period ol heat Thiaexrate- 
ment is of eighteen days' duration, and it is only during the 
btt«r half that the animal submits to connexion with the 
male. By carefiil observation, he noticed that about the 
tweinh day a discharge took place from the vagina, which 
doubtless was due to the great excitement of the organs of 
genertition consequent upon the development of an ovum. 
At the eighteenth day connexion look place, and impreg- 
nation followed. This tact he quoted as provmgthe coinci- 
dence or connexion existing Iwtween the maturation of aa 

He was much gratified at the opportunity ofibrded him 
of urpng upon the members the importance of considering 
abortion as a criminal act. He remarked upon ita increase 
in spite of the advance of civilization and religion, and its 
constant practice by every class. Hebelieved the only way 
to prevent it was to instruct the female as to the &ct tb^ 
she is thus conimitling murder,' that, from the very 
moment of conc«)tion the new being has life, and a dum 
for protection. This should be done in every case where 
the physician is requested to relieve a female of the result 
of sexual connexion. In the most earnest and empltatic 
manner, Dr. N. urged upon the members the moral duty 
they had to perform, and the good results likely to follow 
such a courae. He was followed by 

Db. Hahiltoh, who mentioned a case of twins at full 
terra, one of which was alive and ofthe usual size, but tlie 
other was much decomposed, and apparently hod not passed 
four months. He had not been under the Impreesion that 
quickening waa a period of more danger than any other 
time, nor, if such were the case, he could not admit the 
explanation given, that it resulted from the disturbance 
occasioned by the rise of the uterus from the pelvic cavity. 

His exponence had furnialieU a larger number of danger- 
ous coiies about two and a Imlf months alter conception tlian 
at any other period. Though some such cases iiad lost so 
much blood OS to be pulseless, andalmostexaanguineous, yet 
none were lost In these copious dischargee he regarded, 



as the most effectual remedy, the sudden dashing of cold 
water over the region of tlie uterus, thus causing a diock 
to the patient; after which nothing was so beneficial as 
opium in lull doses, and if necessary, the free use of brandy. 
He placed much less reliance upon the acetate of lead. 
On motion the Society adjourned. 



NEW YORK PATHOLOGICAL SOCIETY. 

Stated Meeting, June 27, 1860. 
K Kkacxowiier, U.D., President^ in the Chair. 
Sdoden Death from Dbinkikc Ice-Water. 
Dr. Finnell exhibited a stomach which was taken from 
an intemperate man 40 years of age. On the day of his 
death Uie patient had been much exposed to the sun, and 
suffered from headache. On returning home at night, being 
very much heated at the time, he drank a large quantity of 
ice-water and expired almost immediately ailer, while pass- 
ing from one room toanotlier. At the post-mortem exami- 
nation the mucous coat of tlie stomach was found intensely 
reddened and covered by a thin layer of effused blood. 
About one ounce of serum was found in the arachnoideol 
cavity. The heart and liver were healthy. No water was 
found in the stomach. Dr. F. stated that the deceased had 
been drinking pretty hard for some time previous, but dur- 
ing the day of his death he was known to have been sober. 
Dr. Ci>ark remarked that it was difficult in this instance 
to associate the apparent cause with the effect. Hemor- 
rhage from the stomach was common enough as the reralt 
of ulceration, cancerous disease, obstruction to the portal 
circidation, and the presence of a large quantity of "raw 
rum " in the cavity of the organ, but he bad no recollection 
of Uie old cold water cases being attended with any such 
accident 
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Dr. FiHHELL presented a second specimen of a heart 
removed from the body of a negro, aged 25 rears, who up 
to the time of his death was apparently in the enjoyment 
of perfect health. He was found dead in his bed. The 
post-mortem examination of the body showed the existence 
of an aneurism of the aoria, the size of a walnut, just above 
the coronary arteries. The internal lining of the pouch waa 
covered witit small ulcerations, and the middle coat was 
exposed in many places. At one point an opening through 
the sac was diacorered, which, however, was so small that it 
appeared like a mere slit. Atheromatous patches were 
found in abundance throughout tlie artery in the naighbor- 
hood. About two inches above the aneurism referred to, 
was another which was somewhat smaller in sixe, and pre- 
sented on its internal surface also numerous points of ulcera- 
tion. The small ^ze of the opening led to the suspicion 
that the rupture occurred sometime in the eflemoon, and 
when the deceased retired the accumulation &( blood around 
the heart gradually increased to cause deatii, The pericar- 
dium was very much distended with clotted and fluid bkHxL 

Dr- Clark remarked that specimens of small aneurisma 
situated behind the valves were occamonaUy presented to 
the Society, some three or four a year. Dr. Finnell had 
exhibited a considerable number, and he himself had shown 
severaL Such coses, continued be, are always obscure bo 
far OS diagnosis is concerned. I have heard that a physi- 
cian in town did diagnosticate one such case, but upon what 
basis I know noL I have never been able to. As a general 
rule I Buppose that such cases never come under the obser- 
vation of tlie physician. The disease is of such a character 
that the patient suffers no inconvenience from its presence, 
and is about his business until tiie death leak takes place. 

Dr. FiHNELL staled that in tnorX of tlie caMS that had been 
presented to the Society, the rupture look place while the 
patient was engaged in some labor. 
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Deoeneratiok of BnoNcniAL Glands. 
presented next a specimen of tubercu- 



Dr. J. E 
loua degeneration of the bronchial pinnds with the following 
liietory : The patient was a child 3 months old, whom T saw 
but once beforeitsdeath,theSaturdavprevio<U. It was plump 
and apparently well nourished, with rather a livid counte- 
nance which uie mother stated had been the case ever aioce 
its birth- she also said that it had had considerable difficultj 
in breathing, and that for the post few nijjhts it suffered 
from spasms. I regarded it as a case of cyanosis, from an open 
foramen ovale, and for the spasms ordered small doses of 
tincture of assar<etida. On Stonday moining the mother 
called and s^d the child had died during the nighty she did 
not know at what hour The spasms had recurred, other 
than this there was noUiing of special moment. I went to 
the house of the parents about noon and found the child in 
its grave clothes. By permission of the mother I made a 
section sufficiently large only lo remove tiie heart. Upon 
introducing my fingers between the lungs to divide the 
vessels, they came in contact with an indurated mass — the 
bronchial glaiids — enlarged to about the size of a bantam's 
ej^. These, together witli (he heart, a short portion of the 
trachea, and the bronchial tubes at their entrance into the 
lungs, t removed. Upon a close examination of Ihe 
specimen no lesion of the heart was found ; the foramen 
ovale was closed. As lo the vcitsela I could not sny whether* 
these enlarged glands diminished their calibre or not. Divi- 
sion of the trachea and bmnchini tubes showed a healthy 
condition of the trachea, and an ulcerated state of the right 
bronchus from its beginning to its entrance into the lung ; 
the mucous membrane of tlie left bronchus was eroded. The 
glands are contained in a firm, dense capsule, and at the time 
of removal presented a very indurated feel. Upon dividing 
the capsule it presented a softened, cheesy, lightoak colored 
appearance. A section was examined microscopically by 
Dr. Draper, and found to contiun tubercle cells,nndmflamma- 
tory exudation matter. The extension of this disease into 
the bronchial tubes, and Uie partial closure from inflamma- 
tory thickening, I tiiink, must have been tlie cause of death. 

Dr. BiBBiNsrecoUectcdaaomew hat simitar case that occur- 
red to him while he was at the Nursery Hospital. The child 
was first attacked with slight dyspnoea, which Qnalty grew 
worse, and death took place without a dif^osis being made. 
On post-mortem examination the only evidence of disease 
found was tubercular deposit in a bronchi^ kI'^'1, f>^ one 
of the bronchial tubes was so circumscribed tiat its calibre 
was diminished fullv one half. There was no other tuber- 
culous matter found in the lungs or other parts of the body. 
The lymphatic glands in the neck were not enlarged. 

Dr. Ci^kk staled that tuberculous deposit in tlie bronchial 
glands, to the extent of producing suffocation and death, 
must be very rare. It was not, however, imcommon for 
such depontfl to cause ulceration into the bronchial tubes 
and produce death by those means. Occasionally the exists 
eoce of these deposits can be made out during life. Not 
long ^o the daugfaler of a phywcian of Ihis city was seized 
wiui a verv violent attack of coughing, which, after lasting 
for maoy nours ended in Ihe expectoration of a portion of 
tuberculous matter about as large as the end of the point of 
the finger. If I remember rightly a fortnight after this 
another paroxysm of coughing occurred, attended witli the 
same result; a portion of tuberculous matter, somewhat 
smaller in size than the first, and a very httle blood was 
brought up. At that tjmo I was suspicious that the matter 
came from a cavity. Some months afterwards this child 
died of diphtheria, and, on pcst-mortem examination, tuber- 
culous deposit was found in the bronchial glands. In 
several instances that I have had the opportunity of seeing, 
the cretaceous matter has already partly ulcerated through 
into the bronchial tubes, and yet has not made a complete 
discharge. In some of these instances cretaceous matter 
has been coughed up. Dr. C. did not think that the cause 
of death In Dr. Hinton's case was proven, on account of 
the difficulties which attended tbe post-mortem examination, 



inasmuch as no opportunity was offered to see what oifaer 
cause for death might exist 

Dr. Finkgll rccollecled some time ago when he was 
engaged in making a collection of skulls of vervyoungcfail- 
dren, that inalmosteveryinslanccihe bronchial glands were 
more or less enlarged, and in most of these cases death look 
place from cholera infantum. 

TcBERciTLoca Disease of Scpba-Rehal Capsules. 

Dr. Alonzo Clare presented two specimens of tubercu- 
lous disease of tlie supra-renal capsult^ whicli were taken, 
the Monday previous from tlie bodyof alady whotu be Ma- 
in consultation with Dr. Halsted. Dr. CbrK was only able 
to give an abstract of the histoiy of tlie case. For several 
months the lady had been ill, tbe chief features of the liia- 
ense being emaciation and occasional vomiting, with Ices of 
strength, which exceeded .that which could be easily 
accounted for by the loss of flesh. There were diecolora- 
tions of very moderate extent upon the forehead occurring 
in irregular patches. There was no enfeeblement of the 
intellect. At the time Dr. C. first saw her there wasin the 
site of a blister, that had been applied over the epigistriuDi 
some weeks before, an intensely black color. There wm 
also a bronzed discoloration olong the lower lip. All tliwe 
discolorations continued until theend, allhougb they varied 
very much in intensity during tlie course of the disease. 
In the investigation previous to death the ideo was sug- 
gested that there, was some disease of the supra-renal cnp- 
sule present, but it seemed to Dr. C. that the discolorations 
were notsuOiciently marked for the basis of such a diagnosis, 
and he pronouneed them to be merely a variety of ephelis 
hcpatica, dependent upon some deratigement of the diges- 
tion — probably atrophy of the liver. ' The post-mortem 
examination showed that the conjecture as to the 8e«t of 
the disease was verified. The tw o capules were removed 
with perhaps an inch or an inch and ahalf of the upper per- 
tion of the kidney attached. These bodies possessed a 
thickness two or tliree times greater than natural, caused by 
the deposit in their substance of hardened and wliite matter. 
These masses were found to be tuberculous in their charac- 
ter. Dr. C. stated that during the life of the patient he had 
suspected the existence of tulierculous disease of the lung?. 
She had no cough, but he thought that the esse might belong 
to that class where this symptom did not present ilscIC 
An examination was made with a great deal of care in 
order to determine that point, and no evidences of disease 
were discovered. At the post-mortem examination the 
■promise having been given not to open the chest, and it 
beine very desirable that the lungs should be examined, 
Dr. Halsted succeeded, by entering the cliest through Uie 
diaphragm, in removing nearly the whole of the superior 
lobe of the right lung (which organ ia most likely to tw the 
seat of disease in this country). The portion was removed 
and cut up, when several calcareous grains larger than a 
mustard seed, but smaller than a raisin pit, were discovered 
throughout the mass, showing that there had been tubercles 
deposited. The only other point that was worthy of par- 
ticular mention was the fact that the kidneys were diseued. 
Dr. C. was not aware that in the consideration of Ihe lesioiu 
of the supra-renal capsule the existence of disease of tbe 
kidney had been taken into account, at all events it had not 
been sufficiently reported upon. It seemed to him worth 
while to learn what was the condition of the kidney!, and 
BO he spent some time in a microscopic examination. Tbe 
fibrea of the structure were normal in quantity, tbe malphi- 
gian bodies were perfectly natural, which was also ibe case 
with the tubes in the pyramidal portion. But in the con- 
voluted tubes scarcely an epithelial cisU could be found. 
The larger of these cells were opaque fiy>ra the accumnlation 
of granular matter, aod only here and there was a nucleus 
to be found. The liver appeared to be healthy. In the 
course of the disease the urine was frequently tested for 
albumen, but none was found. A few pus ^obules were 
found to exist under the microscope. 

The Sodety then odjoumed. 
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DOMESTIC CORRESPONDENCE. 

PtUl-ADELPniA. 

Bf pL £M, ISflO. 
Theiie is, among those engngcd in Medical teaching in this 
city, some evident anxiety in regard to the influenc* of ihe 
continued poiiiical ticitementon the aize of the collece 
classea for tlie coming session. Had not the Presidential 
campaign ensued so soon after the " abduction " into which 
BO many were, last winter, deluded, perhaps but little influ- 
ence from that remarkable event would now be felt. Al- 
though the ejccitement which slarleU theitampede waacon- 
fincd almost entirely to one school, and particularly to 
those within the influence of certain nmbitioua aspirants for 
Southern profcBsorships, it is thought by many lliat ila 



influence wilt temporarily prevent s( 



1 the South from 



availing tiemaelves of Ihe siiperior advantages offered by 
the Medical Institutions of Philadelphia and New York. 
At the same time it is known that some who so hastily de- 
parted last season are now about returning. As yet the 
iDdicalioDE do not evince any falling off in the number 
usually present at this early season. In College Avenue — 
that favorite haunt for Btudents and private teachers, where 
those from every Medical institution seem to meet on a 
neutral ground — the Lecture season has opened with the 
ordinary full attendance. 

Our allusion to College Avenue will remind the Philadel- 
phia graduates among your teadcTB of an obfciire but 
favorite locality, in which they have spent many laborioua 
hours, and where, perhaps, much of their prehminary prac- 
tical knowledge was acquired. For fifty years, or more, 
students have resorted to the place, and many who are now 
liolding distinguished profesHional positions made their 
virgin efforts m some of its dingy and rude apartments, 
dignified with the names of lecture-rooms and amphithea- 
tres. It has been particularly the chosen place for private 
anatomical study. The building occupied by the Philadel- 
pbis School of Anatomy has been used for its present pur- 
pose for about half a century, and was the field of labor of 
such as Godman, Grant, and Pancoaat, and is now in the 
possession of Dr. Agnew, who has achieved there an un- 
paralleled eminence ta a private teacher, and gathers 
around him an anatomical class unequalled in numbers. 
Dr Agnew is personally esteemed by students of all the 
institutions, ana with his excellent and well illustrated lec- 
tures, and half a dozen demonstrators, rooms open during 
the entire year, and tables always well supplied with mate- 
rial, he is a formidable competitor with tlie departments of 
practical anatomy in the Colleges. The emolumenta from 
hia private establishment are probably equaled by the in- 
comes from few professional chairs in this country, and his 
independent position must be one that he would not ex- 
change for any but the highest and most lucrative of such 
places. There have been some attempts at competition 
with Dr. Agnew in private anatomical teaching, bnt such 
have resulted in failure, or have not succeeded in attracting 
remunerative classes. Other popular teachers of the differ- 
ent specialties, who begin their courses before the regular 
college sessions commence, are located in College Avenue, 
and as the lecture season seems to open in this locality, we 
have been naturally led to make some visits to it to obtain 
some evidences foreshadowing the prospects of a large class 
for the winter. A short time will now determine whetlier 
the infection of b.-ise fanatical politics will be allowed to 
contaminate those who have heretofore sought bcience 
where the facilities for imparting it are the greatest, and 
make them practise a self-denial which will, tor the most 
part, hut result in their own irretrievable loss. 

SANOBAnO. 



llcMcal iJtos. 



ARIfT MEDICAL INTELLIOBHCE. 

Stoke. — Assistant-Surgeon L, H. Stone has been ordered 
to proceed to Fort Randall, and relieve Assist an t-.Surgeoa 
D. L Magruder. The latter, on being relieved, has been 
directed to repair to St. Louis, Mo., and to report thence, 
by letter, t« the Surgeon-General. 

Ten Bhoick,— The leave of absence heretofore granted 
to Assistant- Surgeon P. G. L. Ten Broeck has been ex- 
tended until the 1st of January next. 



COLLBCE OF PUYSICIASS AND StTRGEORS. Foster Swift, 

M.D., as Lecturer Adjunct to the Professor of Obstetrics, in 
place of George T. Elhot, M.D., resigned. 

Nkw York Medical College.— R. K. Browne, M.D., «s 
ProfeSBOr of Physiology. 

Bellevde Hospital. — Mr. Henry M. Lyman, Mr, Heber 
Smith, Mr. C, A, Suydam, Mr. Q. F. Ferguson, Mr. T. R. 
Whitney, Mr. L. Fisher, as Junior Assistant Physicians. 



Harris. — At Baltimore, Md., Sept 2D, Chapin A 
Harris, M.D., in the fiflv-fifth year of his age. Dr, Harris 
was born in western New York (Onondaga County), in 
ISOtl, and graduated in medicine in 1829, the practice of 
which, in a short time, he resigned, to devote himself ex- 
clusively to the science and practice of Dental Surgery. In 
this he had no equal. He raised that profession, both by 
his writings and example, far above the place it had up to 
this time held, through the neglect and ignorance of its 
practitioners; and by nis continued efforts and his scien- 
tific developments he gave it an honorable position. To 
thnt profession he is thoroughly well known, both by bis 
writings and by reason of the fact that, as chief ol the 
Baltimore College of Dental Surgery, he was helped to 
instruct and form some of its most useful members. Dr. 
Harris was not better known, though more widely, for 
these labors and qualifications, nor more respected than lie 
was for an amiable, kind-hearted disposition, and the most 
exemplary virtues of private life. His death is a loss to 
science, to his profession, to the community, as well as a 
calamity to his relations and friends. 



New Tor*.- Dr. N. C, Husted, of this city, writes: 
Intermittent fever is very prevalent on the north-western 
part of this island. The cau^e undoubtedly is owing to 
the frequent and severe changes in the weather, and the 
numerous excavations going on in that region. 

TnE Yellow Fever. — Cases and Deaths. — We have 
once more to give very favorable accounts in regard to the 
character of the vomilo in our city and porL When it was 
generally expected that the recent rainy spells and change 
of weather would have proved fatal for yellow fever sub- 
jects, it has been just the reverse, and the change is visibly 
for the improvement of Ihe sanitary condition of the city. 
The total number of cases from the Ist ini ' ' ' '"" 

1 P.M.), has been 223, and only 25 deaths, 
10 per cent., although this is always the i 
yellow fever. If we add to these figures me cases anu 
deaths up to the 31st August, it will be seen that the total 
number, from 1st January to 22d September, has been 
2,702 cases, 364 deaths ; making the percentage of deaths 
only 13^. The-cases since the 14th inst. have been 96, and 
the deaths only 7 — a proportion of less than 8 per cent, or 
but one death per day ; and it is to be hoped that in our 
next number we will be able even to report a better con- 
dition of the sanitary affairs of tJio city. — Cuban ileaaen- 
ger. 
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MEDICAL NEWS. 



Thb Medical Collo-tra of Phi lad el pi lia commence their 
regular courses of lectures on Monday, Oct. 8th, with a 
general introductory in each school. 

Shoemakers die at -the avcraj^ ac^ of 43 years; tailors 
at 42J ; editors at 41 ; druggists, jewelicrs, anfl teachers 
at from 39 to 40 ; machinists at 38i, and printers at 3Gi. 
In othei- words, the members of these and other indoor 
occupations lose more than twenty years of life as compared 
with fanners, chiefly from want of pure air to breathe, being 
ahul up during the day in close, unventilnted ahopB, offices, 
and counting-rooms. 

DEAtnS PROM THE InFLAHH ABILITY OF CLOTnTSO. — The 

total number of persona who died in (he United KJngiiom 
from bums and scalds during tlie year 1858 was 3,125. Of 
these, no small proportion met with their deaths by their 
clothes catching fire, Neitlicr number nor rank is wanting 
to emphasize (he sad calamities due to (ho habitual employ- 
ment by ladies of light and combustible attire. This last 
week adds to tlic list of victims the Countess de St. Mar- 
sault, one of tlie Princess Clotildc's ladies of honor, who has 
just expired at Paris from the eflcetof bums which she had 
received while endeavoring to eiave another lady who?e 
dress had caught fire at a balL — Lancet 

The Hkaviebt Cbild Borm Alivk.— A writer in the 
Medieal Tii/itt atid Gazette says, " You were good enough a 
few weeks ago to publisli in your Journal the details of the 
birth of, what I then believed W be, the heaviest child ever 
bom alive, namely eighteen and a quarter pounds. Since 
then I have been informed by Mr. Davie?, ot' Persliore, that 
he attended many years ago a woman who was delivered 
safely of a living child weighing nineteen pounds and two 
ounces. Forceps were employed to eilecl delivery, the 
labor (as may be supposed) having been very tedious; but 
both parent and child did well and are still living." 

Sir B. Brodie on ToBACco-SwoKiNa. — Sir Benjamin 
Brodie, from the rural retreat in wliicli he awaits in dark- 
ness some lightening of his misfortune, now comes forward 
to discuss the use and abuse of tobacco. His active mind 
will not permit indifference to human interests, even in 
retirement : it is witli him as with princes, whom Bacon 
likens to the planets, that have much veneration but no 
rest. The utterances of Sir Benjamin Brodie on a subject 
interesting the healtli of so many millions, and still holly 
contested, justly receive great respect and carry great 
weight His letter is marked by eitreme moderation ; (his 
wiU certainly increase its influence. It brings no new facts 
or theories to our knowledge, but comments with acute- 
ness and without exaggeration upon accepted truths. The 
powerful oil of tobacco— which destroyed life in the Boc- 
caim^ case, which is a drug too severely depressing to be 
popular in medicine, in however small doses, and of which 
a drop will destroy the life of a cat — cannot circulate in tho 
blood of the habitual smoker without producing decidedly 
injurious effects. This dictum is not open even to discus- 
sion. But, on the other hand. Sir B. Brodie concedes great 
weight to the arguments of the advocates of tobacco, who 
recall the fact that it belongs to the same class of nervine 
agents as alcohol, Indian licmp, tJie kava of tlie South Sea 
Islanders, the Paraguay tea, coflee, and oven tea — j)roducl8 
which are eap-rly sought out by all tlie tribes of men in 
every part of the world, and universally consumed. — Lancet. 
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SATURDAT, OCTOBER 13, 1860. 



ADDRESS TO MEDICAL STUDENIH 
In tiiia Mid the nicceefUng number of the Ubdical Tiheb 
we shall endeavor Ui present as complete an exhibit m in 
our power of tbe present oondition of the Hedic^ Coltegee, 
the Public Hospitala and Medical Charities in the several 
States of the Union. The character and couditjon of these 
institutions constitute reliable iadices of tlie educ^ional and 
the popular status of the Medical profession in our country ; 
and we leel assured that do pb jsician or student can examine 
tbeM records of the preparatory and the practical institu- 
tions of HediciDe without feeling a just pride in tlie noble 
profession of his choice. Whatever the defects in the 
■node of education in some of our medical schools, the 
multitude of public insti-uclotE in their various depart- 
ments; their valuable libraries, their cabinets and labora-- 
tories, and — beat of all — their thousands of students and 
annual graduates, furnish unequivocal evidences of tbe 
spirit and progress of the Medical profession, while thej 
oleaily indicate the pleasing &ct that popular sentiment 
and public uecesnty unite in demanding and sustaining 
these institntione, to the infinite chagrin of irregular and 
unedacated practitioners. All the hospitals and public 
medical charities in our land have ever sought the scientific 
and tme, not the irregular practitioners of medicine, to 
administer the benefits of healing to the needy. 

In connexion with the inslmctive details presented in 
these pages, we would invite attenticm for a moment to tbe 
mission, the duty, and the destiny of Uedidne sa s profes- 
sion. To this subject we especially solicit the attention of 
the thooBSods of students and undergraduates who have 
jnst entered the portals of the temples of Medicine in tbe 
several States of tbe Union. We speak as to our younger 
brothers, believing that Uie sacred profession of our choice 
has a heaven-bom mission and a glorious destiny, and that 
the unity of purpose which bee always charscterized " the 
true Church in Medicine," will eventually triumph over 
every obstacle that opposes the progress and the proper 
applicatioiw of sanitary science and the healing art 

The grand djjfcts and de^gn of our calling, and the 
preparatory and essendal means necessary for fulfilling the 
great miswon ol tl)o protesNon should be attentively con- 
Bdered by all who look forward to a life of usefulness and 
honor in its ranka And what truer illustrations can be given 
of the real objects of Medicine, what clearer definitions of 
its mission can be found, than those which are embodied in 
the records and doings of its educational and its sanative 
institutions in this country? While it is coiifessed that of 
the Utter we have not enough to meet the wants ol 
humanity; and, of the former institutJons, that we have a 
far greater number than can be properly sustained ; it is 
equally true that the medical schools, which ace so thickly 
planted from Maine to Louisiana and Kansas, have sprung 
Hp in consequence of the rapid progress and exalted 
demands of tlie healing art And of the public services of 
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our profession, as such services are partially opened to popu- 
lar observation in ho^itals and dispensaries, how t<ue is it 
that even tliose more publicly demonstrative works of 
Medicine do but very imperfectly illustrate the incessant 
charitjes, labors, and improvements that chaiacteriEO 
medical life in its mission of mercy and skill 

Tbe higher services of Medicine can never become 
Bttnctive to the selfish, the indolent, and tbe vadnly amU- 
tions. Unlike either of the other learned [n^ifessions, tha 
most meritorious labon, the highest skill, and the briefest 
virtues of its members, do not attract or court pnblio 
attention. The extended curriculum of scientific study in 
its sdiools; the patient investigations in anatomy, his- 
tology, microscopy, chemistry, and the whole range of 
the applied sciences, — in every department of human 
knowledge, and lastly, the physician's life of watchful 
anxiety in the sick-room, dte hoe[rital, and the private 
study, invite not the popular eye or the public ear, but are 
mostly known only to the Divine Father and to his soSering 
children, of whuji the gay and busy worid takes little 
thought, " Eloquence gives spirit to the pulpit, gives 
spirit to the bar; but the Genius of Medicine sta potmve 
and alone, her finger on her lips, as if admonishing her 
votaries, by the example of her own silence, to bury deep 
within the recesses of their own bosoms the disclosures cf 
the sick. Ours is a quiet profeasiwi." [Dr. Jno. WaUon't 
AHnUmtcuy Dftcourtr.] But if such is the unostentatioa* 
nature of our calling, its rewards, its privil^es, and its 
works, are tbe noblest that can be allotted to man. In tbe 
language of the distinguished physician just quolei^ 
" Medicine is something more tiian a profession." But it is 
not from any defidency of interest or importance in the 
objects and labors of medical life tliat ita deeds of heroism 
and humanity are not heralded to the w<wld like the war- 
rioc'a. Is valor the soldier's glory ? Tbe physician's is moi* 
than martial valor, and nobler ; for a conhiaatien of ntoat 
dauntless courage, tbe hi^iest skill, and all the swred 
sympathies of humanity, constitutes his crowning glory. 
No monument to the immortal Jenner casta its shadow, 
with that of the hero of battles, in Trafalgar Square, nor is 
the memory of our brethren who have fallen from pesti- 
lence peipetuated in granite and marble oateutatiously 
piled ; but hundreds of millions of his fellow-creatures have 
received Jenner's priceless boon; and to the memory of 
those who fearlessly and fatally battled with pestilence, the 
Alrna Mater at thoae noble sons in the profesMon inscribea 
over the catalogue of die fallen, "Sac meaorjutmeKlatunl." 

If medical life thus call forth sympathies, sacrifices^ 
and efforts unknown in other professions, its highest service 
also requires a wider range of knowle^e, and a more con- 
tinued and independent exercise of the nobler bcultiee than 
the other professions. All its l^wrs are humane and 
refining ; all its studies are ennobling, philosophical, liberal- 
ising, and unsatiating. The science and the art are pre- 
eminently progressive, end they put under constant and 
ever-increaung contribution every department of human 
knowledge and every faculty of the mind and the totiL 

If moral excellence nnd high mental culture are not the 
invariable and distinguishing characterisUce of medical men 
and their pupils, it is because the miswon and destiny of Medi- 
cine in practical life are not always property ^predated. 
There are many in the ranks of practitii ners and Students 
of medicine whose lives and labors fail to answer the noble 
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deagn Mid destiny of Ihe profeaslon ; but it certwnly ie sur- 
prising th&t tbe exceptioiwt tAtte m no larger ; for few have 
entered the profeoiion who have not found its objects, it« 
obligations, and its gacrificeB far greater than at first 
•ppeared. £ut we place too high an estimate upon tbe 
refioing tendencies of medical studies to wish that a 
less number panned them. Notwithstanding the dero- 
gatory and very severs censure and criticisms that 
were so gratuitoualy bestowed upon the atiidents and the 
Schools of Uedicine by some of our brethren at tJiu last 
session of the American Medical Association, we sti]! 
may point with pride to the excellent character and 
extended cuiricnlum of all the twxeu/al institutions for 
Medical inBtraction in our country. As we have said 
before, all these schools — though needlessly numerous, and 
their modes of instruction too frequently defective, never- 
theless strikingly exhibit the popular demand for an edu- 
cated and progressive class of Medical practitioners in this 
ooontry. To each of the forty-seven Medico! colleges in 
these United States, we extend the hand of friendly greet- 
ing; and for the elevation, nsefulnesn, and honor of our 
■ profession, we ask, in the name of all tnio phy»icians, that 
each shall inscribe over ils portals, in letters of light, the 
ngniAcant words of the Fatlier of Medicine — 'lorpst fnp 
fiiLoto^f, ffoSfof. And as Plato caused to be written over 
the door of his Academy — " Ltt nont ignorant of geometry 
enter hert; " so upon tite entrance to every Medical college, 
and the ofRce of every private preceptor, should be inscribed 
the emphatic and decisive language — No pupU who it 
ignorant of Uie f/aiural Scienen, or tcho i* ntifanght in Let- 
tat, wiB be permitted to enter liere. 

To the students gathered in the several schools of Medi- 
cine, the profesNOn extends the hand of friendly and fra- 
ternal inttrest, and we would cheer yon with words of 
encouragement and invitation to lay broad and surefounda- 
tions and diligently to prepare for the highest usefulness 
in your calling. We can assure you that as you advance 
beyond the portals of the temple of Medicine, you will be 
awed by the grandeur and extent of its design, the sanctity 
■of its rituals, and the exalted sfphit and purposes of its ser- 
vice. With an intimate knowledge of the complicated 
mechanism of the human frame, its delicate tissues, and their 
minutest elemental structures, their conditions and susoepti- 
bilities in health and in disease; and vrith a scientific know- 
lodge of all the external agencies and inBuencesof the natural 
worid to which the living body is exposed, the physician is 
called to administer for the cure or the relief of all " the ills 
that flesh is beir to;" and, in addition to this he must 
minister to tbe mind diseased, — 



There is no sorrow, uo disti^ess, no physical or mental 
malady endured by his fellow-men, that the good physician 
is not called upon to cure or to alleviate. And to him 
also must the community and the Slate commit those pro- 
found scientific inquiries which relate to the causeB of pre- 
vailing diseases, for by his gratuitous labors are tliose 
causes abated or prevented. Indeed, says Ilecker, in his 
treatise on epidemics — " The State which founds its legis- 
lation on a knowledge of realities, has a right to demand 
from its physicians a general insight into tlie nature and 
causes of popular diseases." Such is practical and preven- 
tive medicine. Its mission is to alleviate human suRering, 



to lienl the sick, to prevent disease, Uidpreservebeallh; and, 
b; its wide reach of science and skill, to preserve and 
strengthen ell the (acuities of the body and the mind, and 
thus to benefit and bless mankind. On sudi a minon sod 
in such a field there wiH never be loo many oompeUnl 
laborers, and there never can be too much of practical ud 
scientific instruction. 



MEDICAL COLLEGES OF THE UNITED STATES. 

3KS8I0M 1860-61. 
In this number we present the Profession with tbe fint 
collection of the Medical Colleges of the United Stilet 
which has ever been made. The t 



allowed us, to obtain these announcements, and have then 
been obliged to avail ourselves of such means of informi- 
tion as the medical periodicals of the country afforded 
This is our apology for the imperfect notioes of sevenl 
schools. Notwithstanding these imperfections, this anuuil 
u>up d'teU of the Medical Educational interests of out 
country, which we now inaugurate, cannot but prove deeply 
interesting both to the Medical Students and the Prolefcion 
of Ihe United States. 

ALABAMA. 
Meoical Solleqe of Alabama, at Mobile. 
Tlie Lectures of this Institution commence on the Uth of 
November, next. The rooms for Practical Anatomy open 
about the middle of October. The appropriation of fi(^ 
thousand dollars by the State has enabled the Tnistees to 
erect a magnificent building, complete in every departJoenL 
The Museum of the College is not surpassed by any in the 
United Stales, 
J. C. Nolt, M.D., Surgery. 
J. E. Heustis, M.D., Anatomy. 
Wm. H. Anderson, M.D., Physiology and Pathology. 
Qeoi^e A. Ketcbum, M.D., Principles and Prscljco of 

Medicine. 
F. A. Ross, M.D., Materia Mcdioa and Therapeutics. 
F. F. Gordon, M.D., Obstetrics and Diseases of Women sod 

Children. 
J. W. Mallet, Chemistry. 

A. P H^l M d' ' ' ( ''^""'Bs'™***'^ of Anatomy 
H. D. Schmidt, M.0., Prosector of Surgery. 

COLUMBIA (DISTRICT OF). 

NATIONAL MEDICAL OOLLEOE, WASBINOTOH. 

T. Miller, MLD., Emerit., Prof. Anat and Phys. and Con S. 

James J. Waring, M.D., Prof, of Obst. and Dis, of Women. 

John G. F. Holston, M.D., Principles and Practice of Sorg. 

John C. Eiley, M.D., Prof, of Mat Med,, Ther. and Hygiene. 

Nathan Smith Lincoln, M.D., Anatomy and Phyaoli^- 

Eobert King Stone, M.D., Clinical Surgery. 

A. T. P. Game!, Clinical Medicine. 

George M. Dove M.D., Practice of Medicine. 

George B. Schaffer, M.D., Chemistry. 

Wm. B. Waters, M.D., Demonstrator of Anatomy. 

The thirty-ninth annual session of the National Medical 
College will begin on Monday, the 15th of October, 186(^ 
and end on the first of March, 1881. The college and hos- 
pital are embraced under the same roof. 

Clinical Instruction.— Tbe Faculty have adopted regu- 
lar daily clinics at Ihe bedside of patients. Besides a large 
number of rooms for private patients, the infirmary contains 
tlie wards into which are received such patients as are 
placed under the core of the clinioal professors of medicine 
and surgery, such as tho transient paupers, occupying the 
forty beds supported by an tqtpropriation from Congrew, 
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tbe nmriQe pfttienU received thh)ugh the custoiD-houBes of 
Alexaudri* and Georgetown, and tlie poorer cUsa of citicen 
pktients wlio p&j a small sum for their aapport. Ail medi- 
cal students ia the city have tbe privilege of attending gra- 
tuitooBly (be clinical lectures. 

QRADUATtDH. — The requimtes for gradualong are, that the 
candidate shall bare attended tbe lectures) of each professor 
two full courses, or one full course in this school, and one 
full course in some other respectable institution. He must 
have a Mr moral character, and be shall have dissected dur- 
ing at least one sesaioo. He shall have entered hia name 
with tbe Dean of tbe Faculty as a candidate for graduation, 
and deliTsred to hira aa inaugural dissertation upon some 
medical subject, thirty days before the close of the session, 
and passed a satisfactory exaroinatioD. All persons who 
have attended two full courses of lectures in this school ore 
entitled to attend succeeding courses free of expense. Tbe 
degrees are conferred by Ibe aulbority of Che Columbian 
College, incorporated b^ an Act of the Congress of the 
Unit^ States of America. 

Fbes. — The entire expense for a full course of lectures by 
all the professors, |90; ainffli! tickets, $15; Practical Ana- 
tomy, by tbe demonstrator, $10 ; Matriculating Fee, paynble 
only otice. $5 ; Oraduating expenses, $25. No charge made 
for clioical lectures. 

CONNECTICUT. 



TALI COLUtat, KIW nATXH. 

Jonathan Knight,M.D., Surgery. 

Charles Hooker, M.D., Anatomy and Phyuology. 

Worthinglon Hooker, M.D., Theory and PracUce of Physic. 

Benjamin Silliman, Jr., M.D., Chemistry and Pharmacy. 

Pliny A. Jewett, M.D., Obntetrics. 

Chas. A. Lindslcj, M.D., Materia Medica and ThempeuLics. 

The annual course of instruction in 
commeaoc on Thursday, September 23, 18G0, and 
four months. 

Clinical Inbtsuctton. — Medical and surgical clinics are 
held regularly every Wednesday at the Connecticut Hos- 
pital, and during the course a great variety of cases will be 
presented for consultation and operation. 

Academical Lectcres. — The students are entitled to gra- 
tnitoua admission to tbe course of lectures on anatomy and 
physiology, given by Professor Knight, during the spring 
terra, to tjie senior class in tlie academical deportment. 
They also have admisdon to the other lectures in tlie acade- 
mical department, by paying tbe fees of the several courses. 

GEtADtTATiON. — Candidates for the Degree of Doctor of 
Medicine, are required to have attained the age of twenty- 
one years, to produce certihcates of good moral character, 
to have attended two full courses of lectures in Ibis or some 
other incorporated medical institution, and to have studied, 
if bachelors of arts, two years ; otherwise three years, 
including the time occupied in attending lectures. At the 
cxamioation, wliicli takes place immediately at the close of 
the winter course, each candidate must present a satisfac- 
tory dissertation upon some subject connected with the 
medical sciences. 

Medical Exauis-ers Appointed by the State Medical 
SociBTT. — Ashbel Woodward, M.D., Er-Offieio, Preeidad, 
Timothy Dimock, M.D. : A. T. Douglass, M.D. ; Samuel 
Bcresford, M.D. ; Joel Canfield, M.D. ; William Wood- 
ruff M.D. 

FEits. — The fees which are required in advance, are, for 
each couree (except obstetrics) $12 60 ■ Obstetrical course, 
$6; Matriculation fee. |5; Total, for full couree, $73 50; 
Graduation fee, $1S : Fee ibr a license (including diploma), 
$4 SO. 

GEORGIA. 

llEniCAL COLLEGE OF GEOIUIIA, ADOCaTA. 

Henry F. Campbell, M.D., Anat, Special and Comparative. 
L. A. Dugaa, U.D., Surgery. 



Joseph Jones, M.D,, Chemistry and Pharmacy. 

I. P. Garvin, M.D., Materia Med^ Ther., and Med. Juris. 

L. D. Ford, M.D., Medicine. 

H. V. M. Miller, M.D., Physiology and Patboli^ica] AnaL 

J. A. Eve, M.D., Obstetrics and Diseases of Women. 

Robert Campbell, M.D., Adjunct of Obel«tri(B. 

Robert Campbell, M.D., Demonstrator. 

S. B. Simmons, M.D., Assistant Demonstrator. 

Thk TwENTT-EioirrH Couebe of Lectchis wiH com- 
mence on tbe first Monday in November next, with a 
general Introductory by Professor Joseph Jones. 

Cubical Instruction. — The class have free access to the 
City Hospital, which is under the charge of the Facultr. 
Clinical Lectures are delivered in the Hospital twice a week. 
In addition to this, all the cases of interest, and surgical 
operations, in the Jackson-etreet Hospital, under the chaive 
of Che Drs. Campbell, will be brought to the notice of lEe 
clas.°. Students who may desire practical instruction in 
Obstetrics, will find ample opportunities among our targe 
colored population, and the Professor of Obstetrics, in every 
such case will superintend, and give the pupil practical 
instruction. No extra chor^^e is made for cmiical instruc- 

LiBRABT. — The Library consists of 0»er five tboossnd 
Tolumes of tbe most valuable and latest works on the vari- 
ous dcparlments of medical science, bewdes beautiful plates, 
diagrams, etc, etc. Valuable additions of over two hun- 
dred volumes are annually made to the already extensive 
collection. 

Museum.— The College Museum is one of the moat exten- 
sive, interesting, and valuable in the United States; and is 
continually receiving new conlriLutions, A lai^ and 
valuable accession of neariy three hundred specimens, 
anatomical aqd physiologicnl, has been made in the addi- 
tion of Dr. Joseph Jones' Fpleiidid collection. 

Fees.— For the whole course, $105 ; Matriculation, (to 
be taken once,) $5; Practical Anatom)', $10; Diploma 
Fee, $30. 



Aleiiander Means, Chemistry and Phnmiacy. 

H. W. Brown, Anatomy. 

John W. Jones, Prin. and Prac. of Med. and Gen, Path. 

W. F. WesCmorelnnd, Principles and Practice of Surgery. 

Tbos. S. Powell, Obstetrics. 

Joseph P. iMfpin, M.D Phys. and Dis. of Worn, and Child. 

J. G. WcsCniorclaiid, Materia Med. and Med. Jurisprudence. 

The Sixth Conrae of Lectures in this Institudon wiD 
open on the first Monday in May, 18G0, and continue until 
the Use of tbe following August. 

The MusEDM, from ^most daily additions, has so accu- 
mulated in the number of specimens that the Cabinets of 
Materia Medica and Mineralogy will be transferred to 
another room in the building, on the arrival of some valu- 
able Pathological preparations, expected during the Winter 
or Spring. 

The Medicinal Garden, in which much interest ia felt, 
and which, from various disappointments, failed to be 
Ihorougbly flirnished with complete varieties of plants 
during the post Spring, will be supplied during the ensuing 
Fall and Spring wiUi every variety of indigenous and 
exotic medicinal plants that can possibly be procured. 

CuKiCAL Inbthcction.— From the operation of the City 
Dispensary in affording coses for the Clinic, it is thought 
advisable to continue it, and, in doing so, there will ba 
ample fkcilitiee for clinical instruction. The time set apart 
for the exhibition and description of cases in Medicine and 
Suraery, will be regularly occupied, besides frequent Sur- 
gictd operations that cannot be defened to tbe regular 
Clinic hour. 

Gradhation.— The ^plicant for Graduation must be 
twenty-one years old, and of good moral character. Ha 
must have been engaged in the study of medicine tbe usual 
time required by other TMpeoUble Uedk»l CoUegea, under 
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the direclion of & competent inetnictor. Two full couraeB 
of Lectures, in a re^;>ectable school of medicine iu« 
required; boUi in tliis, or one in this, and one in some 
Other ac(3«dited Mediciil College. A TbeuB on some medi- 
cal subjeot, in the bandwriting of the applicant, at least 
one month before the Annual Commencement. The 
Facultj reeerre the right, in all instances, to revoke the 
Degree whenever satufactiny evidence is produced ot 
irr«[ular and uoprofeaBional practices. 

BiNEnoiAKr FouNDATioK.^In compliance with the termg 
of the Act of the State Legislature, sfiproprifttjng moner 
to the AtlanU Medical College, and for tlie DeneBt of men- 
torious young men requiring tlie means of oblainin([ a 
medical education, one Student from each Congressional 
District wiE be admitted to iDstruclion in the Institution, 
free of charge, upon a recommendation from the Repre- 
tent&tive in the re^>ective Districts. 

Fbis.— For the Course of Lectures, 1105; Matricula- 
tion (once only), $5; Disaecting Ticket (required only 
once), $10; Graduation, {25. 



BAVAMMUI MIDIOIL OOLLUI, UVANXAB. 

J. O. Howard, M.D., Emeritus Professor. 

R D. Arnold^ M.D., Medicine. 

P. M. Eollock, M:.D., Obetetncs and Diseases of Women. 

W. G, Bulloch, M.D., Surgery. 

W. R. Waring, M.D., Anatomy. 

Juriab Harrise, M.D., Physiology. 

J. B. Read, M.D., Materia Mcdica and Med. Jurisprudence. 

N. A. Pratt, M.D., Medical and Pharmaceutical Chemistry. 

R. B. Harris, M.D., Demonatrator. 

The annual course of lectures will commence on the 1st 
of October, 1860. 

During Che session of Lectures at the Savinnah Medical 
College, Clinical instruction will be given twice a week, at 
the Savannah Hoapitid, only by mtmben of the Fac^y of 
the Savannah Medical College, upon a large number and 
variety of diseases, both medical and Rur^cal. An Obste- 
trical ward is also well fitted up, to which atudente may 
have acces^ accompanied by the professor of this branch in 
our institution. The condition which accompanies the boun- 
tiful donation of the Legislature to the Savannah Medical 
College, will be moat heartily complied with by the Faculty, 
viz. I that one beneficiary from eadi Crnigrestional Dittriet of 
Ihe State, shall receive a gratuitous education in this Insti- 
tution, Applications for snch position should be made 
to the Dean, on or before the 1st of October next 
accompanied with good recommendations as to mor^ 
cbaraoter. 

Fua — For entire Course, $105; Matriculation Ticket 
(paid once), |6 ; Dissection, $10 ; Diploma, |30. 

OaLimORPK MEDICAL COLLKIE, 8AVAI<NAK. 

H. L Byrd, M.D., Principles and Prociice of Medicine 
Holmes Steele, M.D., Obstetrics and Diseases of Women 

A. W. Gri^a, M.D., Surgery. 

William Hauser, M.D., Physiology and Pathology. 
Hugh A. Blair, M.D., Anatomy. 

B. L. Jones, M.D^ Chemistry. 
Franklin Doner, M.D., Materia Medica. 

V. H. TaUiaferro, M.D., Emeritus Professor. 
Wilham T. Feay^ M.D., Emeritus Professor. 
WiUiam Bischoft, A.M^ Botany. 

The sixth annual session of lectures in the above institu- 
tton wlU commence on Monday, the 6th day of NoTem- 
fwr next Prehminary lectures, free to alL will beirin on 
the 22d of October. 

CumoAL iRBTRtrcnoH. — Daily Clinical Lectures at the 
college by the Professors, and twice a week by the Attend- 
ing Physicians of the Savannah Hospital. 

BBiJinoiARV FoDTtiiATiOH. — Young men of good moral 
oharacter, whose pecuniary means are limite(^ and ministers 
(without deootntiutional distinction) preparing for tnia- 



sionary labors, are hereby kindly invited to avMJ themtdvM 
of thie foundation. This privilege will not be rcetricled ta 
the State of Georgia, but will be extended ta ill tb> 
Southern Stalea ahk& 

Fxn.— For a full course of Lectures, |I06 ; BemoBUn- 
tor's fees, tlO ; MatncnlBtkin fee (paid ooce), $6 ; DislMu 
fee,»30. 

MiDDLB OBORoiA MXDioUf ooLLH^ ourmr. 
L. L. Saunders, M.D., Surgery. 

R. B. Gardner, M.D., Materia Medio and TherapeaticB. 
8. H. Saunders, M.D„ Medical Jmispnidence. 
F. 0. DonnellT, M.D., Physio, and Pathologic*] Anatmny. 
h. J. Robert, M.D., Medical Cliemistry. 

E. F. Knott, M.D Practice of Medicine. 

F. M. Darnall, M.D., Obstetrics. 

M. J. Daniel, M.D., Diseases of Women. 

The Board of Trustees of the Middle Geo^ Hedial 
College announce that^ acting under the reqnisiuonioftli* 
charter for the said Institution, secured from (he State 
Legislature during its last session, they have organiied la 
institution not only planted upon Southern soil, but libri' 
cated out of pure Southern material, and in every psitjculu 
adequate to the demands of our Southern country. The 
number of teachers is ten ; and the course five montliA. 

CuMCAL Instructios. — A clinical lecture will be delivered 
daily at the College Hospital, where each pupil will receivt 
practical instruction which is attainable Uirwigh no* othtr 

Benificiart. — One beneficiary from each Judicial Dis- 
trict will be received, free of charge. The selection to be 
made by the prc»ding Judge of the District ; and the appli- 
cation must be accompanied by a certificate from tfae state. 
Preference given to sons of deceased physicians. 

GRADUATioN.^Each Candidate for the Doctorate most be 
twenty-one years of age and of good moral character. He 
mast have attended two fiiD courses of Lectures, the list rf 
which must have been in (Aii College. He must ddiver te 
the Dean of the Faculty a thesis of his own chirt^rniby, 
on then* paper, on some of the collaleral branches of the 
science of medicine, accompanied with the sum of twraty- 
five dollara for his diploma. In addition to this be miol 
bear a creditable examination before the Faculty. 

The Session will commence on the Jint Wednesday ia 
October, and continue jice months. 

Fras. — Matriculation ticket, $5 ; ProfesBOra' tickels, e»el> 
$12; Practical Anatomy, $10; Diploma, $25. 

ILLINOIS. 

RDSB MIDICAL OOLLiai, OHICASO. 

Daniel Brainard, M.D., Surgery and Clinical Surgery. 

James V. Z. Blaney.M.D., Chemistry and Pharmacy. 

J, Adams Allen, M.D., Principles and Practice of Medkine: 

J. W. Freer, M.D., Surgical and Microscopic Anatomy. 

De Laskie Miller M.D. Obstet and Dis. of Wo. and Child. 

A, S. Hudson, M.D., Physiology, Pathology, and Chn. Med 

W. B. Herrick, M,D., Emeritus Profeseor. 

Ephraim Ingals, M.D., Mat Med. and Med. Jurisprudence. 

R. L. Rea, M.D Anatomy. 

£dwin Powell, M.D., Demonstrator. 

The Annual Courae of Lectures for the sesnon cf I86b- 
61, will commence on Monday the 6th of November, and 
continue sixteen weeks. A Preparatory Course, during 
October, will be given at Ihe College without additioul 

Qraduatioh. — let. The candidate mnal he twenty-oi» 
years of ^e, and give aatiefactory evidence of possessing a 
good moral character. 2d. He must have pursued the 
study of medicine three year^ and attended at least two 
courses of lectures, one of which must be in this Institu- 
tion. Four yeara of regular and continued practice will be 
considered equivalent to one course of lectur«s. 3d. He 
muit have attended cliniCBl instnctKUi dnriitg, M least, om 
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College term. 4th. He most notify the Secretaiy of the 
F»cult7 of his inteatioa [o become a candidate, and deli- 
ver to him a ^eaia on some medical subject, written by 
himMl^ on or before tiie firat of February, and at the same 
time deposit the gradiution fee, wbicb, together with the 
tiieaJB, will be retmned to him in caae of withdraw^ or re- 
jectioa. 6th.'ETeT7 caodidaee mutt undergo a full and 
BatiflbctoTj eismioation on all branches taught in Uie Col- 
lege. 6th. Graduate] of otiier respectaUe schools of medi- 
doe will be entitled to aa ad eandum degree^ by passing 
a satisfactory examination, paying the graduation fee, and 
giving evidence of a good mora* ajid pro/amimal cbarac- 

CumoAL htBTKBonoK. — The means of Clinical teaching 
•re abundant. A Medical and Surgical Cliitiqut will be 
held weekly at the Collie ; students will have access to 
the Marine Hospital, and regular instruction will be given 
for nine months of the year in the City Hospital. The 

rning of this institution will, for the first time, afford to 
indigent sick care adequate to their wants, and to Me- 
dical Students a field of sufficient extent for ample observa- 
tjon, and in the attendance upon whic^ they wilt not be 
exposed to typhoid and infectious diseases, whidi oflen 
endanger Ute nealtb. The building erected by the city is 
ci{>able of containing 200 beds, aiid arranged in the most 
pwfeot nuBner for securing the health and comfbrt of the 



Fnc — Lecture Fees, $6 per ticket, $40 ; Dissecting 
Tidiet, %o ; Hospital Ticket (each |5) i5 ; Uatriculalian 
Fee (paid once), |5 ; Qraduation Fee, $20. Tha Lecture 
Fees must be paid in advance by all except those who have 
previously attended two fuil courses, one of which hasbeen 
in this Institution. 

MEDICAL DEPiRTHKNT Of LIHD UNIVERSITY, CUICAQO. 

David Butler, liI.D„ Emeritus. 

J. H. HoUister, M.D., DesoripliTe Anatomy. 

H. A. Johnson, H.D^ PbvBioIo^ and Histology. 

A. L McArthur H.I>., Materia Medica and Therapeutics. 

M. E. Taylor, H.D., Oeneral Path, and FubLc Hygiene. 

F. Mahla, Fh. D., Inoreanio Chemistry. 

Edmund Andrews, M.D., Surgery and Clinical Surgery. 

Balph N. Isham, U.D., Surg. Anatomy and Oper. of Surg. 

W. H. Bjford, M.Dy Obstet. and Dis. of Women and Child. 

N. S. Davis, M.D., Prin. andPrac.of Med.andof C!in.Med. 

F. Uahlfl, Ph. Dj^ Organic Chemistiy and Tosicology. 

H. <3. Sp^ord, £^., Medical Jurisprudence. 

Horace Wardner, M.D., Demonstrator. 



IOWA STATE mnVERBITT— 



^ DEPABTUim — KEOKUK. 



D. L. HcGugin, M.D., Phys., Path., and Clinical Medicine. 
Freeman Enowles, MD., ObetetricBaud Qen. Theri^utici. 
J. C. Hughes, M-D^ Surgerjr and Clinical Surgery. 
PhiUp Harvey, M.D., Medidne and Microscopr. 
Wells B. Mai^ M.D., Chemistry and Materia Medica. 
Daniel Meeker, M.D., Anatomy. 
Henry Sliang, A.M., Medical Juri^rudence. 
D. 0. Dewey, M.D., Demonstrator. 
. Ibe deventh regular Course of Instruction will open on 
Thursday, the first of November next, and continue until 
tbe following March, tai Lectures daily. 

Bmulations. — £ach Student is required, within one 
week after tbe opening of the session, to pay the feea, and 
procure his Matnculation Ticket. Candidates for Gradua- 
tion. Ist. Must be twenty-one years of ^e, and present 
testimonials of good moral character. 2d. Must have 
attended two M courses of medical lectures, the last at the 
Uedioal Department of the Iowa UnlvereiCy, or, evidenoa 
of four years' respectable praotioe will be considered aa 
equivalent to (me course. 3d. Must have studied medicine 
ttiree years (ii><>''i^K leotore terms), under the direotion 



of a respectable medical practitioner. 4th. Must furnish a 
satirfactory medical tliesu (original and in his own hand- 
writing) to be delivered to the Dean, at least four weeks 
before the close of session, accompanied by tbe receipt of 
Treasurer. 

Ci.nnoAi, ImTRUCTioii — Colleok iNnsMABT. — This, m im- 
mediate connexion with the College building, and under the 
direction of the Faculty, is capable of accommodating one 
hundred patients. The cases here presented foradvice and 
operation, by the professors of Clinical Medicine and Sur- 
gery, form one of tbe importeut features in this Institu- 
tion, and every student may equally enjoy its advantage* 
fi«e of charge. 

Comrrr Alms HorsE. — This Institotlon, in the vioimt; 
of the <Aty, will be open once each week Tor the admiaaion 
of Students, where they have opportunities of observing 
disease in all ite chronic forms. 

Fan. — Fee for the entire Course of Instruction, f 16 ; 
Matriculation Ticket, $6 ; Demonstrator's Ticket (optional), 
$5; Hospital Tickets, yroiuilow; Oraduaticm fee, $30. 



KANSAS. 

— HKDICAI. DEPARTltBHT IXAVKHWOBTB 



H. Griffin M.D., Materia Medica and Therapeutics. 

F. Sinks, M.D., Chemistry and Toiicology. 

G. W. Hogeboom, M.D., Med. Jurisp. and Sanitary Science . 
3, L. Weaner, M.D., Clinical and Op. Surgery. 

C. J. Lee, M.D^ Clinical Medicine. 

C. A. Logan, H.D., Obstetrics. 

KENTtFCKY. 

OHIVERSITr Ol' LOUISvaLE— MEDIOAL DEPABDIUIT— LOU»- 

Benjamin R. Palmer, M.D., Sut^cry. 

J. Lawrence Smith, M.D., MedicJ Chemistry. 

Robert J. Breckenridge, MJ)., Mat. Med. and TbOTapeutaca. 

Joshua B. Flint, M.D., Clinical Surgery. 

Theodore S. BelL M.D., Theory and Practice of Medicine. 

UeweUyn Powell, M.D., Obstetric Medicine. 

J. W. Benson, M.D., Anatomyand General P^siolo^. 

S. M. Bemiss, M.D^ Med. Jurisprudence and ^n. Science. 

D. W. Tandell, M.D., Clinical Med. and Path. Anatomy. 
Archie B. Cook, MD., Demonstrator of Anatomy. 

The Medioal Department of the University of LonieviOe 
will enter upon its Twenty-Fourth Aimual Seeson on the 
first Monday in November. The Seawon will close, as 
heretofore, on the last of February. 

pRELiHiNARV CoDRSB. — Lecturcs. preUminarv to the regu- 
lar course, will be delivered by the several Professors, at 
the Universi^ sod City HospilAl, somnMnoing on Monday, 
October 1, and terminating on Saturday, November 3. 

CuHiCAL Ihbtructiom. — There will do three clinics hdd 
weekly in the Amphitheatre of the University, a surreal 
clinic on Saturda^by Prof! Pahner, and two medical clinics 
weekly, by ProC YandelL The surgical wards of the City 
Hospital will be under the chai^ of ProC Flint, who wiU 
also deliver lectures on clinical surgery, at that Institution, 
twice weekly during the entire session. 

if CSBCM. — The Museum has been fully restored, and will 
be found to be rich in the materials for illustration. In the 
departments of anatomy, human, comparative, and patho- 
logicalj the collections of specimens, models, and prepara- 
tions, IS extensive and varied. 

LiBRABv,— The Library belonging to the Department 
contuns nearly four thousand volumes, carefully selected. 

GRADUAnow.— 1. The candidate for the degree of Sodor 
of Medicinx must have attained the age of twenty-one years, 
and sustain a good moral character. 8. He must have at- 
tended two oomidets courses of leetnres. tfaa hat of wluoh 
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■hall hsTe been in this Institution. 3. He must also have 
taken the ticket of the Demonstrator one seesion, or been 
engaged in dissections under a compet«nt teacher^ and 
must have attended one course of clinical iDstniction in the 
Louisville Marine Hospital, or some other institution ap- 
proved bj tlie Faculty. 4. Students who have attended a 
SiU course of lectures in a respectable medical schoo), and 
physicians who have been engaged for four jears or more, 
m reputable practice afler a regular course of study nnder a 
preceplOT, are admitted to examination in this school after 
attendance upon one complete course. 6. Candidates, at 
tiie lime of applying to the Dean for admission, are required 
to exhibit their tickets as proof of their compliance with 
the abo*e rules, and to produce a thesis on some medical 
subject composed by themselves. In event of withdrawl 
or rejection, the thesis and graduation fee will be relumed 
to the candidate. G. The voting on tiie case of each dan- 
didate is by private ballot, and if there be three negative 
votes he will be rejected, the Professors of Clinical Surgery, 
Uedical Jurisprudence, and Sanitary Science not voting. 

Fees. — The fee for admission to the entire course of Lec- 
tures is One Hundred and Five Dollars, payable, as are all 
the fees, in advance. The matriculation ticket gives the 
student the use of the extensive library of the Institution 
during the winter, and is Five Dollars. The graduation fee 
is Twenty-five Dollars. The fee for admisstoa to the Dis- 
secting-rooms and for instruction by the Demonstrator of 
Anatomy, is Ten Dollars- 



Beniamin W, Dudley, Emeritus Professor. 

H. M. Bullitt, Theory and Practice of Medicine. 

John Hardin, Obstetrics and Chnical Uedicine 

C. W. WrighL Medical Chemistry. 

N. B. MarshaJt, Materia Medics and Therapeutics. 

Middleton ODldsmith, Surgery and Clinical Surgery. 

W. D. Stirman, Anatomy. 

0«orKe W. Bayless, Physiology and Pathological Anatomy. 

David Cummins, Demonstrator of Anatomy. 
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Benjamin W. Dudley M.D., Emeritus ProE 
Bobert Peter, M.D. Chemistry and Pharmacy. 
James M. Busli, M.D., Anatomy. 

William S. Cliipley, M.D., Theory and Practice of Medicine. 
EthelbertL.Dudley,M.D., Principles and Prac. of Surgery. 
Samuel M. Letcher, M.D., Obstetrics and Dis. of Women. 
Henry M. Ski&rasn, M.D., Gen. and Path. Anat. and Phys. 
Benjamin P. Drdce, M.D., Mat. Med., Med. Juri*. and The. 
Bamu«l Jx Adams, H.D., Demonstrator. 

LOtnSIANA. 
mnviBSiTT OP LOtneuNA — medical defartiient — new 

OKLEAHB. 

James Jones, M.D., Practice of Medicine. 
1. L. Hidden, M.D., ChemUlry. 
Warren Stone, M.D., Sultry. 

A. H. Cenas, M.D., Obstetrics. 
Gustavus A. Nott, M,D., Materia Medica. 
T. G. Richardson, M.D Anatomy. 

Thomas Hunt, JtD., Physioloiry and Patholoiry. 

B. E.Chaillkli.D., I „ . . 
W. C. Nichols, UA, \ Demonatrator& 

The Annual Course of Lectures in this department will 
commence on Monday, the 12th of November, i860, and 
terminate in March, 1861. Preliminary Lectures will be 
deUvered daily in the Amphitheatre of the Hospital, from 
lite 1st of October, on Clinical Medicine and Swvery and 
other eulqecta, without any charge to students. The Col- 
lege is endowed by the State, 

HDSJniM. — The Museum of Anatomy is e$(«Dsive. The 



preparations are chiefly works of sdentific arUsta iii Eng- 
land, France, and Italy. 

Clinical Instboctioh. — The Act which established the 
University of Louisiana, nves the Professors of the Medi- 
cal Department the use of the Charity Hoqsital as a Kkuxd 
of practical instruction. There are about 750 caaea oiuiUy 
in tlie wards uf the Charity Ho^ital. The Professors viat 
every morninK, t>etween eight and ten o'clock, the Meiicsl, 
Surgical, and Obsletricai wards, prescribe and mske Clinical 
remarks. In New Orleans the student can viut patients in 
the Charity Hospital from morning until night, and derots 
his talents and industry to the study of every diseue in tlw 
wards. He can question and examine for himseli^ Ihu b« 
mny the belter learn, and resolve his doubts of knowledge. 
M<;mberj of the classes of the Medical Department hare 
gratuitous admission to the Hospital, and to all Lectures in 
the Hospital. Atteiidanee on cases <^ Labor in the Obate- 
triciol wards is piovided for by the Professor of Obstetrics, 
froiTi among the candidates for Graduation. 

Graduation. — 1. Tlie candidal* must be twenty-out 
years of age, of moral character, and must have studied 
medicine three years. 2. He must have attended IwofiiU 
Courses of Lecturer, the last of which must have been in 
tliis institution. 3. He must write a Thesis on a Uedicil 
subject, and present it to the Dean one month befora die 
close of the session. 4. He must be examined by the 
Faculty. 

Fees.— For the tickets of all the Professors, )U0; (w 
the ticket of Practical Anatomy, $10; Matriculation, fS; 
Diploma, $30; fees tor tidcels required in advance. 



Erasmus D. Fenner, M.D., llieorj and Practice of Medicine. 
Austin Flint, M.D., Clinical Med. and Medical Pathology- 
Anthony A. Peniston, M.D,, Anatomy. 
Austin Flin^ Jr., M.D., Physiologv and Microscopy. 
Samuel P. Choppin, KD., Clini<»J and Operative Suirery. 
Cornelius C. Beard, M.D., Surgery and Sui^cal Pathology. 
D. Warren Brlckell, M.D., Olistet and Diseases of Women. 
Isaac L. Crawcour, M.D., Chemistry and Medical Jurisp. 
Howard Smith, M.D., Materia Medica and Therapeutics. 

The regular term of Lectures in this Institution wilt com- 
mence on Thursday, the 15th day of November, 18G0, and 
terminate in the latter part of March, 1861. Lectures pre- 
liminary to the regular term will be given in tlie smplu- 
theatre of the Charity Hospilai and at the College about the 
middle of October. Daily instruction at the bedside in th« 
wards of the Charity Hospital will also be given duringthe 

Ereliminary term. The Lectures, etc. during this term, 
□wever, will not conflict with the courses during the r^- 

Clinical Instructioh. — The Professors of the School of 
Medicine, by legislative enactment, are included amongths 
Visitine Physicians and Surgeons of the Charity HoqiilaL 
Medical studentfi are at liberty to visit the wards at tU 
times. There are no restrictions to their visita on every day 
of the week and at any period of the day. The wards of 
(he hospital are Jways accessible, and without any fee. 
Medical students also have access to ^e Eye Infirmaiyof 
Professor Beard, and the surgical infirmary of Drs. Cliop- 
pin and Schuppert. Important surgical operations and the 
treatment of suivical aflections may be witnessed at these 
institutions, whkin are in auccessfui operation. In addition 
to these advantages the Faculty have organiEed a Free Dis- 
pensary in the college buildins-, where, on three days of the 
weel^ the amplest opportunity is afibrded for sindyiiig 
practicaliy the art of DiagnosiSj together with the prescnb- 
mg and compounding of medicines. 

GnADnAnoN. — The requirementa for graduation ai« a 
good moral character ; three years of medical study under 
the direction of a reputable practitioner'of medicine; atten- 
dance on two full courses of Lectures in a regulsr and 
accredited Medical School — one of which must bare been 
in the New Orleans School of Medicine : 
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thesb on some subject cODDected with medicine, and a B&tis- 
ftctory examination on all the branches taught in thia col- 
lege. SatiefscCorj evidence of having been for four jeara 
engaged in regular oractice, will be coasideVed aa equiva- 
le&t to a oourse of Lectures. In conferring the degree of 
Doctor in Hedicine, the Faoulty reserve the right to revoke 
it in the case of an j graduBt« who nuj become enjiaged in 
irregular practice, or who, by unprofessional or immoral 
conduct has forfeited his claim to be recognised as • wor- 
thy member of the profeeMOQ. 

Fkm.— The fees for a full course of Lectures, are $108 ; 
the Matriculation Fee (required but for one course) is $5; 
the ticket of the Demonstrator of Anatomy is flO; the 
Graduation Fee is |25. 

MAINE. 



Wm. Sweetaer, M.D., Medicine. 

Chvles A. Lee, H.D., Materia Medics. 

A. Noree, M.D., Obstet and Dis. of Women and Children. 

Hon. John S. Tenney, LL.D., Medical Jurisprudence. 

Edmund R. Peaslee, M.D., Surgery. 

Paul A. Cbadbourne, M.A,, Cbemiatry and Pharmacy. 

David S. Conajil, H.D., Anatomy and Physiology. 

The course of lectures for ISBO will commence on the 
•eeond Thursday of February, and continue sixteen weeks. 
Tlie Medical School of Maine, by an Act of the Legislature, 
is placed under the superintendence and direction of the 
Boards of Trustees and Overseers of Bowdoin College. By 
the joint authority of these two Boards all the degrees of 
M. D. are conferred, 

RiGCLATio:). — Pupils, who have attended two full courses 
of Medical Lectures, one of which has been at this School, 
are admitted U> all sub.'tequent courts, without payment of 
any lecture fees. Students, who have attended two full 
courses at other regidar Medical Institutions, are required 
to pay one third of the usual fees for admission to their 
first course of lectures at this School, in addition to the 
Matriculation fee. Students, and particularly candidates 
for a degree, are examined eiUier daily or weekly on the 
saljiects of the lectures. The examinations for the degree 
of Doctor of Medicine are held by the Faculty of Medicine 
ftt the close of the Course of tectures, and also on the 
second Monday before the annual commencement of the 
College; which occurs on the first Wednesday of August 
The candidates must have devoted three years to their 
professional studies under the direction of a regular prac- 
titioner of medicine. They must have attended two full 
courses of Medical Lectures in some regular, incorporated 
Medical Institution, and the last couree previous to esami- 
nation must have been at this Medical School They must 
deposit with the Faculty satisfactory certiticates of having 
pursued their Medical studies for the required term, and of 
possessing at the time of examination a good moral charac- 
ter. They must also pass a satisfactory eiaoiioation in 
anatomy, phywology, surgery, cheipistry, materia medica, 
pharmacy, obstetrics, and the theory and practice of me- 
dicine. They must also read and defend a thesis or dis- 
sertation on some Medical subject, in the presence of the 
Faculty of Medicine. As the Faculty adhere to and teach, 
as the foundation of all true Medical science, those great 
and leading principles, which haTe home the test of time, 
and hare the support of the highest and b^t authorities ; 
none, whose views and principles are found to be raiUcally 
at variance with these, can be recommended by them for a 
diploma. Those candidates, who have not received a col- 
legial education, must satisfy the Faculty of their pro- 
ficiency in the Latin language and in natural philosophy. 
Degrees are conferred at the close of each course of Lec- 
tniea, and at the annual commencement of the College in 
AogusL A fur copy of the thesis or dissertation must be 
deposited with the Secretary of the Faculty at least ten 
dajrs before the commencement of the examination at the 
olOM of the lectures. These oopiea are presen-ed in the 



Medical Library ; and it is required, that they should be 
written on letter paper of medium sise, with a wide mar- 
gin, left for the purpose of binding them into volumes. 

LiBRABT. — The Medical Libniy, attached to this School, 
is one of the best in the TTnited States. It contains about 



embraces the works of all authors of standard authority, 
with the leading Medical and Surgical Journals^ both Ame- 
rican and European. All the Members of the ^edical Class 
are entitled to borrow two volumes a week from the 
Library. Those, who are candidates for examination for 
the degree of M. D. during the year, are permitted to ej- 
change their books twice a week, thus giving them the 
privilege of consulting four volumes each week. 

Ci-imcAL iNsrsnoTtoN.' — Frequent opportunities will bo 
afforded to the class of witnessing surgical operations. All 
operations in the presence of tlie class are performed with- 
out charge. Any patient, who prefers, can thus be ope- 
rated on, without expense. All such persons whose wounds 
may require subsequent dressings, it is expected will be 
visited by the Professor of Surgery or by Medical Students 
of advanced standing, for thia purpose, free also of charge, 
sliould they be in Uie immediate vicinity of the College. 
Ether or cliloroform inhalation will be administered to pre- 
vent pain, at tlie option of the patient, in sU operations 
requiring their use. The Surgical Clinique ia attended on 
Saturday mornings. Patients may present themselves on 
Fi iday, p. ii. 

Fkes.— For ail the lectures, $55, payable in advance; 

E'aduation, including diploma, $18 ; Matriculation, or 
ibrary fee, $5, payable but once. 
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MARYLAND. 
uKrvBRflrtr or m&rtland, baltoiori. 

Nathan Smith, M.D., Surgery. 

Wm. E. A. Aikin^tD., Cliemiatiy and Pharmacy. 

&wnuel Chew, MJ)., Practice of Medicine. 

G W Miltenberger, M.D., Obstetrics and Dis. of Women. 

Wm. A. Hnmmond, M.D., Anatomy and Physiology. 

Edward Warren, M:.D., Materia Medica andTher 

Geo. Famandis, M.D., Demonstrator. 

Fifty-thiid session of this institution will begin on Mon- 
day, October 15, 18C0. 

Clinical Instrdction. — The Baltimore Infirmary, con- 
taining one huudred and fifty beds, is under the immediata 
control of the Faculty, and daily instruction is given at the 
bedside by the Professora of Surgery and of the Principles 
wad Practice of Medicine. A lunited number of Students 
will be permitted to reside in the Institution, as Clinical 
Assistants, and no candidate oaxi receive his degree unless 
he produce evidence of his regular attendance at the Hos- 
pital. 

FK«8.--Professora' Fees, $90. Matriculation Fee, $5. 
Demonstrator's Ticket, $10. Diploma Fee, $20. 

MAaSACHUSBTTS. 

HARVAun PMVEBSITr. VASSAOKtrSBTTB MinlOAL OOLLIOX, 

OAHBItlDOE. 

D. Humphreys Storer, M.D., ObstoL and Med. Jurisprud. 

John B. S. Jackson, M.D., Morbid Anatomy. 

Henry L Bowditcb, M.D., Clinical Medicine. 

Oliver W. Holmes, M.D., Anatomy and Phywotogy. 

George C. Sliattud^ M.D., Theory and Practice of Med. 

Henry J. Bigelow, M.D., Surgery. 

John Bacon, M-D^ Chemistry. 

Edward H. Clarke, M.D^ Materia Medica. 

Richard M. Hodges, M.D., Demonstrator. 

The Annual Course of Medical Lectures in this Invdtutios 
will commence on the 6r8t Wednesday in November, 1860, 
at die Massachusetts Medical College, BoclOD, and coutiuoe 
four months. Digitized by C 



lyCjOOglC 



3M 



IfiSSOUBI UEDICAL COLLEGE. 



The Medicml Counte of Uan'ud Univtr"itj compriaea 
two BeHioiu, viz., the Winter S^niion ofMeilica] Lectures, 
u advi;rii>cd above ; Mid ^-to s tiummer St^eiuo, exteDding 
bom MvL-b to Uct^iber iDcluxive. During the Summer 
SeMtOO iiutniction \b pveu at the College, b; the Profes' 
•on, upoD all Lbe bnocbes on wbidi Lectures are delivered 
in the winter. Lecturer during the Summer SeasioD are 
aUo given in the University on Comparative Anatomj, bj 
TroSetKor Wymta; in ButMiy, bjf FrofeaMn- Gray; in Zoo- 
logy, by FrofcwoT Agassis: ud in Acoustii:s and Optics, 
by ProfeBVft Lorering. To these lectures, gentlemen of 
ibe Medic*! CluH an: admitted without extra charge, 

CuMicAL lavTRDcnoii i« given Ihruugbout tlie Setsion br 
the Fro&uonL tA the U&!<BacfauEetUt General HoqtiuJ, 
ining tbeCol' 



jollege. 
_ _ riculation 

tor Courae, ISO; for Gradua 
BcMioD, $100. 



, $20; for the Summer 



Henry H. OhOda, U.D., Obatetriea and Diaeaaea oT Women. 

K. K. Banbom, H.D., Surgery. 

Timothy Childa,^.D., Anatomy. 

Henry H. Seely, H.D., Chemiatry and Toxicology. 

B, Oreaaon Stilea, U.D,, Phyaiol<wy and Pathology. 

Wm. P. Beymonr, M.D., Materia Mediea. 

W. H. Thayer, iLV., TbiMiij and Practice of Medicine. 

Jti. D. Colt, Ea<|., Medic*l Juriapmdence, 

The annual course of leclurea begin* on the flnt Thura- 
day in Auguat and continuea sixteen weeks. 

CumoAL InaniOcTioN.— The weekly Clinique, for the 
tnatment of medical and aurgical cases, continues (hrough 
the l«rro. Sludenla will have access to the Library, Mu~ 
ieum, and Cabinet without extra charge. 

Fua. — For the full Course of Lecturea $60. For those 
who have already attended two coursca at regular incorpo- 
rated Medical Schools, $10; UatricuUtion I^e, $3. Stu- 
dent* who have attended two full courses at this institution 
may attend • lliird course on the poyment of lie matricu- 
latWD fee alone. Graduation fee, $18 ; Library fee, $1.— 
Docton of Medicine are admitted to the lectures without 



r MICBIOAH— MUIICAL OOLLKQI— AHH JlRSOS. 

Zt*M PiWlwr, M.D., Emeritus Profesaor. 

AbT«m Bager, M.D., Obatetriea and Fhyaiology. 

M. Ounn, M.D., Sunrery. 

A. B. Paliner, U.D,,Tbera, Mat. Med. and Dh, of Women. 

C. L Ford, M.D., Anatomy. 

The annual sMaion oommenoes on the first day of Octo- 
ber, and continues undl the last Wednesday of Mai«h. 
Four lectures are delivered daily. Pi-evious to each lecture 
the atudenls are carefully exammed upon the subject of the 
preceding lecture. The total number of lectures in the term 
will thus bo between six and seven hundred. In addition 
to thia, llie cUaa is divided into sections for examination of 
various bsouea of the body by means of microscopes; so 
^lat each student has repeated opportunities for becoming 
fkmiliar with the minuie sii-ucture of parts, and also the 
practical working of the iniitruments. 

To be adniittod to the degree of " Doctor of Medioine," 
the stuilenl must exhibit evidence oT having puraued the 
study of Hedt-cine and Surgery fur the term of three yean 
witli some reapectuble practiUoBer of medicine (including 
teoture terms) ; must have attAtided two fbll courses of leo- 
turvs, the last of which must have been in the College of 
Medicine and Sur^ry of ibe University of Michigan, and 
the previous one m uiis or some other r«^>ectable inatitu- 
tion : lauat have been engaged in the study of practical ana- 
toeny ' must be tweniy-onc yeara of age ; must have sub- 
KitUd lo the Faoultv a tbeaia compuaeU and written by 
luma^ on some medical topic, and have pswsil an a&- 



I, at the close of the term, Batisfuctor; lo tin Fa- 
ns. — $2 for parchment of diptoma. 
MISSOUBX. 



M. L. Idnton, M.D^ Principlea and Practice of UediciDt. 
A. LitUJD, M.D,, Chemistry and Pharmacy. 
Charles A. Pope, M.D., Surgery and Oinical Sorgerj. 
M. M. Pidlen, M.D., Obstetiics and Diseases of Women. 
W. M. McPheelere, M.D., Materia Medics and Tbeiip. 
Charles W. Stevens, MJ>., Gen. Deacrip. and Surg. AjiiL 
John B. Johnson. M.D., Gin. Med. and Path. Aoit 
J. H. Walters, M.1X^ Phy»c4ogica] and Med. Juri^mdence. 
E. H. Gregory, M.D., Demonstralor. 

The ensuing Course of Lectures will commence oo ^bun- 
day, the 1st of November next, and continue until dw 
following March. Preliminary lectures will be dsUvoedit 
the College during the month ct October, as also Qimcil 
lectures at the hospitals and di«^nsary. 

Graddatioh. — 1. That the candidate be twenty-cot yon 
of age, of good moral character, and bavfl been engaged is 
the study of medicine fur three years (courees of lectnra 
included). 2. Thut he shall have BtCended two M coomi 
of lectures in this Institution. Attendance on a ngnlv 
course in some respectable and generally accredited medical 
school, or four years of reputabfe mactioe, will howeva b« 
considered as equivalent to one of the cooraes above ipm- 
fied. The Dissecting Ticket must aUo have been taken « 
least one session in thia or some other school. Hb dbM 
also have followed the practice of a Bo^iilal. 3. That Ib 
shall undei^ a satisfactory examination on all the braocbei 
taught in this coUe^, and write an acccptatJe thcKS, atbo 
in the Enghsh, Latin, French, orGerman language, onNme 
subject connected with medicine. 4. That he notify the 
Dean, in writing, of his intention to become a sandidala^ 
the 1st of February, and deliver to him his thesis, accom- 
panied by the graduating fee ; which shall be returned, 
along with the theeis, in case of withdrawal or ntjsc- 
tion. Graduates of otlier re^)e«table aobocJs are admitted 
to the lectures on the payment of the malncnlatiea (m 
oidy. 

Fna. — llie Fees for the whole course (paid in advance) 
•mount tA|105. The Matriculating Ticket (paid but onte), 
is$6; that of the Demonstrator, 9ia The Hospital Tkk' 
eta are gratuitous, and the Qradiuting Fee is $2iX 



COLtAlB, n. LODB. 
John S. Moore, M.D., Theory and Practice of MedidiK 
John Barnes, M.D., Materia Medica, Therap. and Med BA 
John T. Hodgen M.D., Anatomy. 
£. S. Frazer, H.D., Obstetrics and Diseases of Women. 
Joseph K. McDowell, M.D^ Surgery and Surg. Anatomy. 
Thomas McUartin, M.D., Pathology luid (^nical Mediciiie. 
G, M, B. Mangles, M.D,, Cheroistrj and I'hysiology. 
L. T, Pimm, M.D., Adjunct of Surgery. 
John J. McDowell, M.D., Demonstrator. 

The regular Leclurea at this Institution wilt be delivered 
in the city of SL Louis. They will commence on the 111 
of November, 1860, and will be continued until the lat of 
March, 1861. 

Primary Lectures will be delivered at the CoD^e, by tb« 
Prufeaaors, uutiie stibjecta connected with their re^ie^va 
departments, and daily Clinics wHl be delivered at tfat 
Hi;^ita]. 

GiLAnCATiOH. — Three yean' study, including two coonca 
of lectures, or reliable evidence that the applicant has bet* 
reputably engaged in practice for three yean, and hai 
attended a course of lectures in this institution, wiS ba 
required of all who wish lo graduate. 

Pus.— For a full Course of Lecture^ $106 ; for Qradaa- 
tion, $20; for admiuion to the DiasfCbDg Booms and 
Denionatratioua, $10; MatiicuUtuiifeeXpwd butMHa),$& 



w Ibdtoi) TtBW. 



UNivsBsnr of nbw yoek. 



<M.»1«tL Ml 



NEW HAMPSHIRE. 

mW BUIPSBIRZ IIIDIOAL CmrTUTlON, BAXOVBR. 

D. Craebj, U.D., Soigei; uid Obstetrici. 

E. Kl PhelM, M.D., Theory and Practice. 

Albert Smilh, M.D., Hstena Me^ca tnd Therapeatioa. 
laMC P. BedGeld, LL.D., Medical Jurupmdence. 
O. P. HubbBrd, M.D., Cbemietrj and Fhannscj. 
£. R. Pewlee, MD., Anatomy and Physiology. 

The aixtr-fburtb Annual Couise of Lecture* irill com- 
mence OD toe first Thursday in August, and eontinue four.- 
teen weeks. 

Graduatioii. — Every candidate for the degree of Doctor 
of Medicine shall give eatisfactory evidence of good moral 
character, and (unlees a College Graduate) of a competent 
knowledge of the Latin language. He shall have attended 
■ two full courses of lectures on all the branches of Me- 
scal Science, at some regularlv authorired Medical School 
— one of which couises shall nave been at this Institution. 
He shall give satisfactory evidence that he has devoted 
three full years to his professional studie^ under the direc- 
tion of some re^lar practitioner — the time spent at lec- 
tures being included. He shall prepare and present to the 
Faculty, at least ten days before the examination, a dis- 
sertation on some medical subject, whidi be may be called 
upon to read and defend at his examinatioa, ss Uie Faculty 
may direct No person will be admitted to examinstion 
for a degree who intends to engage in any other than the 
regular practice. There are three examinationB, vii. l— On 
the Tueraay preceding the second Wednesday in May : on 
the Tuesday preceding the annual commencement of the 
College, and at the close of the autumn courae of lectures. 
Fees patable in adtakce. — For the Course, $50 ; Ma- 
triculation (paid but once,) $5 ; Graduating expenses, $18. 
No notes wil! be received in payment of lecture fees, 
unless the sureties ore personally known to some member 
of the Faculty. 

Students who have attended two courses, one of them at 
this Institutian, may attend a third gratuitously ; of those 
who have attended two courses in any other regular Insti- 
tatioD, one third of the usuri Lecture Fee will be required 

NEW YORK. 
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John Torrey, M.D., LLD Prof. Emeritus. 

Joaepb Mather Smith, M.D., Materia Medica and Gin. Med. 

Robert Watts, M.D^ Anatomy. 

Willed Parker M.D., Surgery. 

Chandler B. Giiraan, M.D., Obstetrics and Med. Juriqirud. 

Alonso Clark, M.D., Pathology^ and Practical Medicine, 

John C. Dalton, Jr. M.D., Physiology and Microscopic Anat 

Samuel St. John, M.D., Chemistry. 

Thos. M. Markoe, M.D., Lecturer Adjunct Surgery. 

George T, Elliot, M.D., Lecturer Acfjunct Obstetncs. 

Henry B. Sands, M.D., Demonstrator. 

The annua] course of lectures will commence October 
22d. and continue until the middle of Maroh ensuing. 

Faodltt Paizn. — Two Priies are annuall;f awarded by 
the Faoulty, at the Colle^ Commencement in March, for 
the beat two Graduating Theses iweeented during the year, 
vis.: — a Firat Priae of Fifty Dollare, and a Second Prize of 
Twenty-five Dollwi, The Graduating Theses, competing 
ibr these prises, should be handed in to the Secretary of 
the Faoulty in the Fall, by the 1st of September ; and in 
the Spring, by the 1st of February. 

HilTt Pains. — Founded by Jacob Hamen, MD., an 
j^l^^^^^THlf of the College. — Three Annual Pmee will be 
awarded for the best three written Reports of the Clinical 
Lietmctioo in the New York Hospital, during su; four 
iBOBtlw of the year immediately preoecUng tbe Annual 
CommeoeeBaDt in Uardi, whicn shall be prepared and 



presented by studenU of the College of Pbysieiana and 
Burgeons, vii. :— A First Priie, consisting of a Gold Medd, 
wortJi Fifty Dollve, and One Hundred Dollars in money. 
A Second Prize, eonaisting of a Silver Medal, and Fifiy 
Dollars in mmey ; and aThird Price, consistincrof aSron» 
Medal, and Twenty-five Dollars in money. AJl the medal* 
to be struck from the same die. The rq>orta cotq)eti|)g f« 
these prizes should be haaded in to Professor Clark on «r 
before the 20th dav of February in each yew. 

Graddati OS.— There are two periods for conferring de- 
grees : one at the Arniuid Commencement, in March ; the 
other at the opening of the Regular Course, in October, 
Candidates for the degree of Doctor of Medicine, most have 
attended twofullcoursesorLectureB,~theiii««-in this Col- 
lege. They must also have studied medicine three yeai^ 
under the direction of a regular physician, including the 
attendance upon lectures; and have stained the age of 
twenty-one ^^yeara. Each candidate is required to write a 
thesis, on some subject connected with the science of medi- 
cine, and to deposit it with the Secretary of the Faculty, 
Full and formal certificates of the time of study, of mora] 
chwacter, and of age, muet also be fumi^>ed. The exami- 
nation of candidates takes place semi-annually ; that for 
graduation in the Spring, early in Mait^ ; that for gradua- 
tion in the Fall, on the second Tuesday in September. 
Students who have atl«nded two full courses in this College, 
or who, having attended one full course in some regularly 
established medical school, shall tiJ>aequentif/ attend one full 
course in this College, are admitted to a third course of lec- 
tures on paying the matriculation fee only. 

Graduates of this school are admitted without fee. Gka- 
DtTATES of other schools, who have been in practice ^re« 
years, and Theological Students, are admitted ou general 
ticket, by paying the matriculation fee. 

Fees.— Matriculation Fee, $5 ; Fees for the foil Course 
of Lectures by tbe Professors, {105; but students are not 
required to take out all the tickets during one session. 
Ticket of the Demonstrator of Anatomy, }5: Graduation 
Fee, $25. 



VW TORK, KSniOAL DKPARTHniT. 

Rev. Isaac Ferris, D.D., LLD^ Chancellor. 

Valentine Mott, M.Dy LL.D., Emeritus. 

Martin Paine, M.D., LL.D,, Materia Med. and Therapeutics. 

Gunning S. Bedford, M.D Obstetrics. 

John W Draper, M.D., LL.D., Chemistry and Physiology. 

Alfred C. Post, M.D., Sureery. 

WiUiam H. Van Buren, M.D., Anatomy. 

John T. Metcalfe, M.D., Practice of Medicine. 

J. W. S. Qouley, M.D., Demonstrator. 

The sewon for 1860^1 will begin on Monday, OcL 15, 
and will continue until the 1st of March. 

Clinical iHSfBtrintOH. — Clinical Instruction constitutes a 
feature in the pbn of education ; and the un- 
of New York enable the faculty to carry 
out the object which, to the practitiraier, whether in sur- 
gery, medicine, or obstetrics, is the great end of medical 
study — n»ne\j, /amiliarUjf tnthdutaie at the bedride, 

1st. Aa Obitetric Clvtic for the ZHteata of Women and 
Ohitdren, on every Monday, from 2j to 44 o'clock, p. n., by 
Prof. Bedford. 

2d. Surgical CHaic every Tuesday, from 3 to 41 o'clock 
p. M., by Prof. Mott. 

3d. kedieaX Clinic e 
o'clock P. «., by Prof. Mett^. 

4th. Surgical Clinic, with the Diteaiet of the Oemlo-Urin- 
art/ Orgatit, every Wednesday, from 3i to H o'clock p. m., 
by Prof Van Buren. 

5th. Surgical Clinic every Saturday, from 11 a. h. to 1 
p. »(.,by Prof. Post. 

Mdsedus. — The Anatomical and Sui^iia) Museums are 
rich in preparations of practical value. They coDlain the 
extensive collection of ProfesSoia Mott, Bedfofd, PoU, and 
y„B™n. uigmzedb, Google 
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Mcnr Mevaia — These medals win be given to candidates I 
for gradustiM), as follows: — One of gold, one of silver, one 
of bronze. The gold medal to the candidate who shall pre- 
pare the best dried anMomical or aoatomico-surgical prepa- 
ration. The silver medal to the second best of that descrip- 
tion. The bronse medal to the candidate who ahaQ furnish 
the beet book of recorded coses, and remarks of the Profes- 
sor o feither of the surgical clinics. Candidates for gradu- 
ation only shall compete for these medals. The prepara- 
tJons shall belong to Dr. Mott's museum, be labelled with j 
the name of the maker, and entered on the catalogue. The 
volume of cases shall also belong to, and be deposited in, 
the museum. One of the (iicultj will he associated with 



cessfiil candidates, at the Spring commencement of the 
Cdlege. The medals not to be awarded except the speci- 
mens presented are of sufficientlj eood character. 

MiTCALFB PRrzES. — ProfeSBOr Metealfe will give two 
prizes for the first and second reports, in order of merit, of 
cases occurring at his college clinics during the session. 

Vam Bdtiem Prizes. — The Professor of Analomy offers 
two prizes for the best disaections by members of the dis- 
secting cKss, on the recent subject Conditions and fur- 
ther explanation given in full during the session. 

Spriko, Siihuer, and Acrrxs Coitrse or Lectures. — 
The faculty, with a view of increasing the facilities for 
medical education, without increasing its expense, instituted 
in 1852, a spring, summer, and autumn course of lectures, 
which will commence, the present year, on the 21at day of 
March, and be continued to the 15lh day of October, when 
the usual winter lectures will be resumed. These lectures 
willbedohveredpartjy by the faculty, and parllyby the gen- 
tlemen already named in connexion with the faculty. Stu- 
dents who have attended the winter course of lectures will 
be admitted to the spring, summer, and autumn course, free 
ofcharge. Those who have not attended the winter course 
will be admitted on payment of the matriculation fee and 
$25; and should lliey decide on becoming pupils of the Uni- 
veruty for the winter course ensuing, the $30 thus paid, will 
be credited to them on taking out their tickets for that 
course. The student will, therefore, gain in this manner 
seven months' instruction, free of cosL Graduates who 
may have attended the optional course, will have conferred 
on them a certificate of honor, as an evidence of their 
having pursued a fuller course of medical instruction than 
that usually followed by students. 

BiHEnctART FonHDAiiOff. — For the purpose of asaisting 
meritorious individuals, the Faculty will receive, annually, a 
Umited number of beneficiaries, who will be required te 
pay $20 each towards the expense of the Institution, and 
the matriculation fee. Those who nre desirous of availing 
themselves of this foundation will present te the President 
of the Faculty, during the summer, satisfaclory documents, 
showing them to be persons of good moral character, and 
of appropriate elementary education, and in circumstances 
which require this assistance. 

GitADiiATros. — The examination for the degree will com- 
mence towards the close of the ses-iion, and will be con- 
tinued daily until the candidates shall have been examined. 
The following are the requisites for the diploma; — 1. The 
candidate must be twenty-one years of mc. 2. He must 
have attended two courses of medical lectures; one of 
which must have been delivered iu the medical department 
of the University of New York. 3. The candidate must 
have studied medicine for three years (the terms of attend- 
ing lectures being included in these), under the direction of 
a respectable medical practitioner. 4. He must write a 
medical thesis, either in the EngUsh, Latin, or French lan- 
guid. Two commencements take place annually in the 
University, at either of which candidates who have com- 
plied with the above requisitions may graduate. The first 
takes place early in the month of March, and the other 
about the end of June. 

FxEs. — Full course of lectures, $105; matriculation fee. 



R. Ogden Doremus, U.D., Chemistry. 

J. M. Camochan, M.D., Clinical and Operative Sui^ry 

D. Meredith Ke^e, M.D., LL.D., Medicine and Mea Juri^ 

B. J. Raphael, M.D., Principles and Practice of Surgery. 

A. K. Gardner, M.D., Chnical Midwifery and Dis. of Females. 

Jno. 0. Bronson, M.D., Anatomy. 

Chas. A. Budd. M.D., Midwifery. 

A. Jacobi, M.D., Infantile Pathology and Ther^ieutlcs. 

Bern L. Buddj M.D., Toxicology. 

Fowler Prentice, M.D., Demonstrator of Anatomy. 

In the reoi^anizatjon of this College, the Trustees have 
endeavored to conform to the recommendations of the Ajae- 
ricao Medical Association, as foUows ; 1. They have increased 
the number of professorships and of the branches taught in 
the school 2. They have provided for an increase of the 
number of hours devoted to practical instruction, and for a 
reduction of the number of didactic lectures in each day. 
3. They have extended the term of their Annual Session to 
six months, and they design to give a Summer Course of 
four months by the Faculty. 4. They will require daily 
examinations, or recapitulation of lectures. 5. They have 
provided for thorough instruction in Clinical Medicine, Sur- 
gery, and Obstetrics, and will continue the College Clinica 
throughout the Course, in addition U> the multiplied oppor- 
tunities afforded by our numerous Hospitals, Infirmaries, 
Dispensaries, Nurseries, etc, to all of which our studenls 
will have access. 6. They We set aftart one-third of the 
College building for a Hospital, where everything pertain- 
ing to a welt-regulated institution will be furnished under 
the same toof 7. They are required by their charter to 
conduct the final examination of all candidates for the Doc- 
torate before an Independent Board of Examiners. appoinMd 
as Censors by the Trustees ; and in addition, the State Medi- 
cal Society has the privilege of being represented by the 
Censor^ to see that the laws of the State, in regard to age 
and term ofstudy, arecoinpUed with, and that no unworthy 
or unqualified candidate be advanced to the degree of Doe- 
tor of Medicine by this College. 

Clisical iNHTRncTioN. — The Board of Trustees annouuM 
tliat they have opened a part of the Ooll^;e building 
as a Hospital. There will be two Cbnios weekly, 
for the treatment of Surgical Diseases generally, 
with Operations before the Cfaas. Pro£ Camochan will 
hold one, and Prof. Raphael the other. Proft, Reese and 
Bronson will hold a weekly Clinic for the treatmeat of 
Acute and Chronic Disease, in general, with Phy^cal 
KamiodB. Profe. Gardner and Budd will also have a 
weekly Clinic for Diseases of Women. Prof. 'Jacobi will 
hold two Clinics in each week for Diseases of Children. 

McsROM.—The valuable and extensive Museum, selected 
in Europe for this College, by its founder and Ute Pf«i- 
dent, Professor Horace Green, will, by his courtesy, remiin 
in possession of the Faculty, and lie still availrtle; and 
will be greatly increased from the private cabbeta of the 
Professors. 

PwzKS.— There are annually distributed to tJie successfiil 
competitors among the students of all the colleges numer- 
ous prizes which are open to dihgent studentB, for the best 
thesis, for the best anatomical preparation, iK., ^ I" 
our own school one of these priees for the best thesia h» 
been founded by an alumnus, and is annually awarded. 

Graditatios. — At the Annual Commencement, in Marcfi, 
the Degree of M.D. will be conferred, which, bylaw of the 
State, conveys every ririit and privilege of the profewo" 
to teach and practise Medicine. Candidates must have 
attended two full courses of lectures in some regular Medi- 
cal College, the last of which must be in this CoH^ 
They must be twanty-one years of age, and have studied 

sdicine for at least three years,, under direction rf *""* 



regular phyaidan. They must MKh yrita ^ 
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professional eubject, and deposit it with the Dean, with 
certificates of age, time of studj, good moral character, 
and proof of having passed their two collegiate courses of 
iDBtniction. The exanuDalion for a Degree wilt b« by the 
Faculty, before the Ceoaon ^pointed by the TniatMfl and 
Sute kedical Society. 

Fees. — Full Course of Lectures, $106 ; Malriculatioii 
Fee, $5 : Fee for Oemonatrator, $5 ; Fee for final Exami- 
nation, $30. Two full Courses, one being in this College, 
will admit to a Third Course on paying Matriculalioa Fee. 
Applications for leas than a liill course ma; be arranged 
wiUi tfae Dean. By the charter of the College, it is pro- 
Tided that 6ve students of the Free Academy shall annu- 
ally be admitted to the Lectures /rw; aud by the action of 
the Trustees and Faculty, similar arrangements muy be 
made for mianonariea, clergymen's sons, and oibeT excep- 
cional cases, on i^plicaUon Ut the Dean. 

LONO IBLAKD COLLEOE HOSPITAL, BBOOKLVH. 

Austin Flint, M.D., Practical Medicine and Pathology. 

Prank H. Hamilton M,D,, Surgery. 

James D. Trssk, M.D Obstetncs. 

H. (^den Doremus, M.D., Chemistry and Toxicology. 

Joaeph C. Hutchison^ M.D., Surg. Anat. and Operative Surg. 

John C. Dalton, M.D., Physiology and Microscopic Anat 

DeWitt C. Enoe, M.D., Anatomy. 

Edwin N. Cbapman, M.D., Materia Med. sod Therapeutics. 

J. G. Johnson, U.D., Demonstrator. 

The course preliminary to the session of 1861, will begin 
on iJie 18th of February, and the regular lectures on tlie 
18th of March, to conlinue sixteen weeks. 

Clihicai. Instbl'otioh. — Ample opportunities for clinical 
obaervalion and teaching are afforded in the huspitnls and 
dispensaries with which Brooklyn is liberally provided. 
Brooklyn City Hospital, one of the finest and best appointed 
b the country, is open to medical men and students with- 
out charge. 

Obadcatioh.— The candidate for graduatjon must have 
studied medicine for three years under the direction of a 
r^^htr practitioner, must be twenty-one years of agi>, of 
g(K>d moral character, have attended two full courses of lec- 
tures, of which one must be at this institution, and submit 
to the bcnity a thesis in his own handwriting on some 
medical subject. 

FaBS. — Fees forthe whole course, including Matriculation 
fee, $100 ; Singe tickets, (exclusiTe of Matriculation fee of 
$5) each, $12 M); Graduation fee, $20- Demonstrator's 
ticket, $5 ; Hospital ticketa, gratuitous. Regular physicians 
will be admitted 1o all the lectures on payment of $5 (the 
•mount of the MatriculaUon fee). 

OEKKVA UKDICAL COLLBOB, OBKBVA. 

John Towler, M.D., Chemistry and Pharmacy. 

Frederick Hyde, M.D., Surgery. 

George Burr, M.D., Anatomy. 

Caleb Green, M.D., Physiology i 

Hiram N. Eastman M.D., Medic.ut .^u »«»«..- »utw. 

Joseph Beattie, M.D^Obstetrica, and Med. Jurisprudt 

Lyman W. Bliss, M.D., Demonstrator. 

The next session of Geneva Medical College will com- 
mence on Wednesday, the 3d day of October, 1859, and 
will continue sixteen weeks. Through the UberaJity of the 
Legislature, and from tiie College and Facultv endowments, 
between twenty-Sve and thirty thousand dollars have been 
expended in tlie purchase of Museum, Library, and Appa- 
ratus, and in the erection of one of the best arranged and 
most commodious college buildings in the United States. 

The A)i*TOMicAL UirsKtiu has been carefully selected, 
both in this country and in Europe, and is ahke ricL in 
healthy and morbid specimens. This coUuction, with the 
abundant supply of recent anatomical material always on 
hand, will afford ample means for the studj' of both healthy 
and pathological anatomy. 



Bulks and Rxodlatiohs. — Every student, previous to his 
attendance upon lecture^ shall wait upon the Dean, in 
order to rt^ster his name, residence, and the name of the 
practitioner with whom he has pursued his medical studies, 
and shall pay a matriculation lee of eight dolhu^ He is 
recommended at the same lime to take a general ticket, br 
paying $32, which will entitle him to the ticket of each 
professor. Otherwise he shall obtain them within ten days 
after the commenoement of lectures in any department 
&om the re^tective professors. Pupils who have attended 
two full courses of medical lectures, one of which course* 
has been at this college, are admitted without the payment 
of lecture feea. Those who have attended two full oouraes 
at other medical institutions will be admitted to their first 
this college for one-third (^ \be lecture fee in addi- 
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GsADtiATioN. — The candidate for the medical degree must 
be twenty-one years of age, of good moral character, have 
attended two full courses of medical lectures, the last at 
this institution, and must exhibit satisfactory evidence of 
having proeeouted the study of medicine for three years 
under the iHirection of some reqiectable phyacian. H« 
niust also undergo an examination by the professors, in 
tiie'iT respective branches, in the presence of the Board of 
Curators, a ' . i i- . _ i . _ ■ i . ... 

sertation o 
by himself 

Feb, Patabi 

ottee only, $8 ; Tickete for the whole Course, $32; Gradu- 
ation, $20; Demonstrator's Ticket, $3; Anatomical mate- 
ria, $5. 

ALBAHT HBDICAL 00U.EBE, ALBANV. 

Alden March, M.D., Snrgery. 

James McNaughton, M.D., 

James H. Armsby, M.D., Anatomy. 

Howard TownsenJ M.D., Materia Medica and Physiology. 

Charles H. Porter, M.D., Chemistry and Med. Juriaprud. 

John V. P. Quackenbush, M.D., Prof, of Obstetrics. 

The next annual course of lectures will commenLC on the 
first Tuesday in September, and continue sixteen weeks. 

LiBBABT. — Number of volumes 5,000 ; no fee chained to 
students. 

CLtNicAL IssTRUCTios. — Saturdays of every week are 
devoted to clinical instruction. Students are sidmittad (tee 
of charge to thefaospiliiL 

Gbadcatio!!. — The candidate must be twenty-one years 
of age, and exhibit certificates from a phyacian or surgeon 
duly authorized by law to practise his profession, that he has 
studied medicine and surgery under his instruction during 
a t«rm of three years ; he must have attended two fuU 
courses of lectures, the last at this institution ; he must 
deliver to the Regutrar, six weeks before the end of the 
term, a thesis written by liiroselC on some medie^ subject, 
and be prepared to defend it at his examination ; he must 
pass a satisfactory examinatiou on tlie several branches of 
medicine and surgery. 

Fees.— Matriculation ticket, $5; full course, $65; per- 
petual ticket, $100. 

USIVBRBITV 01' BUfTALO HEDIOAI. DKPABTIIENT BVH'AU), 

Charies B. Coventry, M.D., Emeritus. 

James P. White, M.D., Obstetrice. 

Edward M. Moore, M.D., Surgery and Clinical Surgery. 

George Hadley, M.D., Chemistry and Pharmacy. 

Thomas F. Rochester, M.D., Medicine and Clinical Medicine. 

Sandford Eastman, Sf.D., Anatomy. 

Joshua K Lolhrop, MD. Materia Medics. 

Aaron J. Steele, M.D.., Demonstrator. 

The regular term will commence on the (iist Wednesday 
m November, anii continue sixteen weeks. From the 
second Wednesday in October to the commencement of 
the regular term, tho College will be op<^ed to Ihoafi jwho 



1 be opcsed to Ihoae iwho 

diTGoogrc 



L CINCINNATI COLUDGE OF UEDICINK AND SUROEBT. 



otLm,tmk 



vieh to punue [wnctio»1 anaUmf in advanoa of th« laoture 

iBBflUU. 

QsADUtisoif. — The degree of Doctor in Hedidne is ooii' 
Umi b/ lite Chanoellor^ in aooordaaoe with a vote of 
tba Ooiinoil of tbe UoiverBity, Dpoa the joint reoomiiieuila- 
tioo sf th» FaiHiltjr tad Ourat^irs. The foUowing arm the 
Mqiiisites bt gr«dLtaUon: Tweaty^ne jaars m age; a 
good BUJT^ cWacter; aatis&ustorf evidence of haring 
■tadiad oMdidne for tbraa yaara, under ttw tuitiou of a 
re^wotabla and regular practitioaer or practitionen; 
iiiiitiTtitrn during one ooarse, either al this or some other 
iiwonHN'atod loelituljoa ; two tiiU courae* of iacturea, the 
laat oatring been at this Institutioo. The candidate muat 
delirar h> tbe Begiatrar, three wedu before the c1o9« of the 
Mrm, a Umws, oonipofied and written bj himaeir, on some 
medical aubjecL which has been ezamined and i^>proved by 
the Fao«tltf . He must have nassed an examioation in tbe 
aavaral dapartmenla of medical education, which shall have 
faaeii latiiuctoif to the Faculty and Curators of the Uni- 

Fua AMD tUanaTioBB. — Sfudenit mat mairieulate wA<n 
Mqi comjiunce IMr attendatite at (A« Uetttrm. UalriculalioB 
ftes (annaally), $5. The fees of alt the profeaaora, inclusive 
<rf' tbe hoHutal ticket, amount to (70. This sum is to be 
paid into tLe hands of tiie Dean, who iaauas tbe tickets of 
tbe aeveral [uvfesson. The Dean issu«e a popetual 
ticket, on payment of tlOO. He may, also, at bis discre- 
lioD, receive wetl-secured notes for this amount, which will 
be doe in not more than one year from date, with interest. 

Studsnts who have attended a full course of lectures in 
this or any other Institution, will be received on payment 
of $50. The fee &om those who have attended two coursea 
elsewhere is $25. The alumnt of this College, and all who 
have attended two full courses at the Institution, are entitled 
to all the tickets, on payment of a matriculation fee of $5. 
Qraduates of any respectable college, after three yeare, will 
receive all the tickets, on payment of the matriculation fee. 

OHIO. 



M. B. Wright, M.D,, Obs. and Dig. of Women and Children. 

OeO[^ C. Blackman, M.D., Surgery and Clinical Surgety. 

i^ames Qraham, M.D., Practice of Mmlicine. 

W. W. Dawsou, M.D. Anatomy. 

i. F. Hibberd, M.D. Fhysioloey and Pathology. 

J. 0. Reeves, M.D., Materia Medica and TherapeuticK 

Oharies O'Leary, M.D., Chemistry and Tozinriogy. 

John S. Billings, M.D^ Demonstrator. 

Charles Thornton, U.D., Prosector to Profetsor of Surgery. 

The next course of lectures will commence on October 
22d, and continue until the 1st of March. 

Clinical IssriufcrioN.— The Faculty are determined to 
devote time and attention to Clinical instruction. The 
patients of the Commercial Hospital and City Dispensary 
will be examined, prescribed Ibr, or operated upon daily, in 
presence of the tnaM. Opportonity for witoessing cases 
and operations at St. John s Hotel for Invalids will also be 
presented. 

Fees.— Professors' Tickets (including Hospital and Ma- 
triculation), $IOG; MatricuUtion Ticket, $5; Dissecting 
locket, $6 ; Graduation Fee, $25. 

CUVKLAHn MCDtOAI. OOLLBOB, CLEVILARD. 

John D«lamater, M.D^ Midwifery and Diseases of Women. 

Jared P. Kirdand, M,D., Principles h Practice of Medicine. 

J. Lang Cassels, M.D., Chemistry and Botany. 

J. 3. Delamater, M.D., Mat Med. Tberap. and Med. Jurisp. 

Proctor Thayer, M.D., Anatomy and Physiology. 

ISuatav C. E. Weber, M.D., Principles and Practice of 8ur. 

H K. Cushing, Midwife^. 

a A. Hwlmann, M.D., Demooalntcir. 

Tbe leotnra tenn begins on the first Wednesday of 
HovMubor of ea<^ Jf, sod continues sixteen weeks. 



This iastitutjon, founded A.n. 1S4S, has had 2435 matri- 
culants, 669 of whom have received the degree of U.D. 
The coU^r^ building is a fine structure, eomuiodioue, atand- 
iug at the head of &L Clair street, and provided with a larg« 
madiod librarr, a fine cabinet of natural history, and cabi- 
nets of special and morbid anatomy. 

The lectures are all fully and minutely iUuatrated by 
plates, models, ^)ecimens, and instruments, while tbe fadh- 
tiea for the study of practical anatomy, and clinical medicine 
are unnupaaed anywhere — the United States Marine Ho*' 
|Mta1 being open to studenta. 

Fni.— -The ticket fee, induding that for matrioulatiaii, is 
$85. 

BTABUNO UIDICAL OOLUOa, OOI^OMSCS. 



John Dawson, M.D,, Anatomy and Physiology. 

J. W. Hamilton, M.D., Surgery. 

S. Loving/U.D., Mat. Med^Therap. and Med. Jori^ 

Theo. G. Wormley, M.D., Chemistry and Toxicology. 

B. N. Barr, M.D., Demonstrator. 

The next session of Stalling Medical College w3 
commence on Thursday, October 18th, 1S60, and will be 
continued until the Ist of March. Tbe Museum of the 
Institution has been made very attractive by late reoeipU 
from France and Germany. 

The clinical advantages of Starling Medical College form 
quite an important feature, as the Faculty and all membera 
of class have free access to the hospital wards of Franklin 
County Infirmary, and, by expren slalute, are permitted the 
use of the extensive hospital of the Ohio Pemtentiaiy. 

Fbis.— Tickets, $60 ; Matriculation (paid but once), $5; 
Demonstrator of Anatomy, $8 ; Graduation, $20. 



ODICmtATL 

B. S. LawBon, M.D., Medicine and Clinical Modiciite. 

P. M. Cnuna M.D.. Obstetrics and Diseases of Woraen. 

B Spenoer, M.D^ Anatomy and Physiolf^y. 

T. W. Gordon, M.D., Chemistry and Pharmacy. 

T. A. Beamy, M.D., Materia Me^ca, and Therapenlica. 

I. C. Walker, M.D., Pathology and Pbydcal Diagnoeia. 

C. B. Maclay, M.D., Medical Jurisprudence. 

J. W. Baker, M.D., Adjunct Prof, of Medicine. 
Q. B. Chitwood, M.D., Adjunct ProC of ObMetric& 
Wm. Spenoer, M.D., At^unot ProC of Anatomy. 

The lectures will commence on Monday, the 15th of Oc- 
tober; and close tbe last week in February, 

MATBiotn-ATioN AND GRADDATTKa— IsL The stodeot be- 
fore matriculating must give satiBfactory evidence of having 
acquired a good English education. This may be done by 
the certificate of bis teacher, or by his own compontion at 
the time of matriculation. 2d. The candidate must give evi- 
dence of good moral character, and must be at least twen^- 
one yeara of age. He must have attended two full couroei 
of lectures in some respectable medical school, one of whkdi 
shall have been in this college, and must exhibit bia ticket^ 
or other satisfactory evidence thereof to the preeident of tlie 
faculty. He must have studied medicine not less than three 
years, with a respectable practitioner — practised diseection 
and attended clinical instruction at least one session. He 
must present to the president of the college, at least a month 
before the end of the term, a thews of Ait own compodtton, 
on some medical enbject j and, at bis final examination, 
exhibit to the faculty Mtis&ctoi? evidence of his pro fe e. 
sional attainments. He must, before he receives theoegree, 
acknowledge the right of the faculty to revoke it, dioudbe 
engage in quackery, or be guUtv of gross unprofessional con- 
duct Four years practice will be considered as equiv^ent 
to att«ndanoeon one course of lectures. The d<«ree will not 
be conferred upon any candidate who abaenta lutaadf from 
the public comraenoemrat, except by c^ecial permiadoa «f 
the faculty. The commenoemeat f^ nnnfamnn I rtniuw 



PBNNSYLVANIA COLLEGE. 



will tftke place immediatelj iSler the close of the lecture 

Tina. — Professors' Ticketa, free ; matricnlation, $20 ; De- 
moDBtrator'B Ticket, 15 ; Hospital 'Eioket, $6; aMdaation, 
$26. 

PENNSYLVANIA. 



WilliuD Gibeon, M.D., EraerituB Sui^ery, 

George R Wood, ULD., Emeritus Uedicine. 

Bunuel JftckAon, M.D., Institutes of Uedicine. 

H. L. Hodge, M.D Obs. and Dis. of Women and Child. 

Joseph Carson, M.t)., Meteria Medica and Phannilcj. 

Robert E. Eogera, JLD., Chemiatry. 

Joeeph Leidy, M.D., Anatomy. 

Henry H Smith, M.D., Surgery. 

William Pepper U.D., Theory and Practice (tf Medicine. 

William Hunt, M.D., Dernonstrator. 

The regular lectures for the seaaionaof 1860^1 will com- 
mence on Monday, October 6, and continue until the Isl 
of March ensuing. 

OsADtTATioti. — Candidate are required to have attained 
the age of twenty-one ; to be of good moral character : to 
have applied themselves to the study of medicine for three 
years, and been during that time the private pupil, for two 
years at leaaC, of a respectable practitioner of medicine ; to 
faave atWndea two complete courses of the following lec- 
tures, one of which must be in this institution : theory and 
pracljce of medicine; anatomy; materia medica and phar- 
macy ; chemiatry ; surgery; obstetrics, and the diseases of 
women and children ; institutes of medicine. To have 
' attended one course of clinical instruction in the Pennsyl- 
vania Hospital, or raiTie other institution approved of by the 
faculty of medicine ; to give evidence to the Dean that the 
above rules have been complied with ; to deliver to the Dean 
a thesis, composed by himself, on some medical subject, 
which is referred to one of the professors, who shall examine 
the candidate upon it, and report to the medical faculty. 
When a candidate is rejected his essay will be retained by 
the faculty. The essay must be in the candidate's own 
handwriting, and must be written uniformly on letter-paper 
of the same »ze, the alternate pages being left blank. Sad 
qielling in a thesis, or evidi'nces of want of a literacy cul- 
ture, will preclude a candidate Utom examination for a 
degree. A thesis may be published by a candidate if he 
desire it, with the permission of the professor by whom he 
was examined thereon ; but no alteration shall be made in 
snch thesis without the consent of said professor. Candidates 
who have not been successful upon a first examination, will 
he permitted to liave a second, when alt the classes have 
been disponed of. This examination will be conducted at 
a full meeting of the .irofessors. Candidates shall pay the 
fees of graduation at the timeof examination. Jhedegree 
win not be conferred upon a candidate who absents him- 
self from the public commencement, except by special per- 
mission of the medical faculty. 

Fees. — Pees for Uie course of lectures,tl05; Matriculat- 
ing fee (paid once only), $5 ; Graduating fee, $30. 

JEFFERSON HEDICAL COLLEfll. 



Charles D. Meigs, M.D., Obs. and Dis. of Wo. and Children. 
Franklin Bacbe, H.D., Chemistry. 

Samuel D. Gross, M.D. Institutes and Practice of Surgery. 
Thomas D. MitcheU. M.D., Mat. Med. and General Tbersf). 
Samuel H. Dickson, M.D., Practice of Medidne. 
Ellerslie Wallace, M.D., Demonstrator. 

The regular course of lecture* for the session ofl860-61, 
will commence October 8, and continue until March the 
1st ensuing. 

GKABUATioif. — Candidatet are reqatred to be of good 



moral character, and at least twenty-one years of age ; to 
have attended two full courses of lectures m some respect- 
able medical school, one of which shall haVe been in this 
college, and must exhibit their tickets, or otier adequsM 
evidence thereof to the De>n of the Faculty ; to have 
studied medicine for not less than three yearn, aad have 
aUeitded at leset one course of oliBical instroction in m in- 
stitution approved by the faculty ; to present to the DeaO 
of the Faculty a thesis, of his own composition, correody 
written, and in his own handwriting, on some medical buI>- 
Ject ; and exhibit to the faculty, at his examination, satis- 
factory evidence of his professional attunments. If, afWr 
exammation for a degree, the candidate, on ballot, shall be 
found to have received three neraUve votes, he shall be 
entitled to a fresh examination. Ettiould he decline this, he 
may withdraw his thesis, and not be conddered as r^ected. 
The degree will not he conferred upon any candidate who 
absents himself from the pubhc commencement, except by 
special permission of the Acuity. 

Fks.— Fees for the course of lectures, $105 : Matriculat- 
ing fee (paid once only), $5 ; Graduating fee, $30. 

PEinCBTLVAKU COLLEGE UEOICAL DEPIBTHENT, PniLADELPHU. 

R Howard Rand, M.D., Chemistry. 

Henry Hartshome, M.D., Practice of Medicine. 

Lewis D. Harlow, M.D., Obstetrics, etc 

William S. Halaey, M.D., Surgery, 

Wm. Hembel Taggart^ M.D Materii Medica. 

James Aitken Ueigs, M.D., Institutes of Medicine. 

Wm. H. Gohrecbt, M.D., Anatomy. 

Theodore A. Dernm^, M.D., Demonstrator. 

The session of I860-'61 will commence on Monday, 8th 
of October, and continue, without intermission, until the 
first of March. The Commencement fi)r conferring Degrees 
will take place early in March. 

CLtnoAL iNsntnonoH. — The students of this College will 
have accees to the courses of the Pennsylvania and Phila- 
delphia Ho^itals. A Clinic is held at the College every 
Wednesday and Saturday, to which a large number of 
patients resort to be prescribed for and operated upon in 
the presence of the class. An Obstttrieal Clinic is also in 
operation, under the care of the Professor of Obstetrics, at 
which students will be made practically acquainted with 
the diseases peculiar to women, the use of the speculum. 

Beneficiaries. — The Faculty have established a bet^fi- 
ciary foundation upon which they wiU receive a limited 
number of such students annually. The number is at 
present limited to ten. All applications for this purpose 
mast be made to the Dean, accompanied by an ingenuous 
statement of the claims of the candidates, and by letters 
of recommendation from respectable parties, and most be 
sent in as eariy as possible. 

Qraddatioh. — 1. The candidate must have attained the 
age of twenty-one years, must be of good moral character, 
and have ^iplied himself to the study of medicine for three 
years (courses of lectures included), and have been, dnrina; 
that time, the pupil of a respectable practitioner of medf 
cine, for at least two years. 2. He must have attended 
two Complete coorses of lectures on all the branches, one 
of which must have been in the Medical Department of 
Pennsylvania Colle^, and the other, if not in this imtitn- 
tion, in some Medical School recognised by it 3. He 
must also have attended one course of Practical Anatomy, 
uid at least one course of Chnieal Insbiiction, in some in- 
stitution approved by the Faculty, 4. When a candidate 
applies U> the Dean for admisuon to examination, he must 
submit a thesis on some medical subject, selected by him- 
self and written correctly in his own hand, on thesis paper, 
in English, Spanish, French, German or Latin. 5. The 
candidate shall pay the fees of graduation at the time of his 
examination, or before receiving notice of his success; and 
if unsuccessful, the fees will be returned to him by the 
Dean, but his thesis will be retained. 6, Ihe deorea wiU 
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Dot be conferred upon a candidate who ab^tite Limeelf 
from the public Commencement, except by spetnal pemiis- 
uon of the Fjujulty. 7, Premature examinations will 
Dot be granted except under circumBtances of extraordi- 
nary urgency and imperativeneBB, and only U) unusually 
advanced students. 

FiES. — Hatriculation Fee (paid once only), $5^ OraduO' 
tion Fee, $30; Fee for each ticket, $16: DissecUnt; ticket, 
$10. 



SOUTH CAROLINA. 
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J. K Holbrook, ii.D., Anatomy. 

Jamea Moultrie, M,D., Physiology, 

J. J, Chiaolm, M.D., Surgery. 

E. Geddings, M.D., Inslitutfs and Practice. 

Henry R. Frost, M.D., MaU^ria Medica. 

Thomas Q. Priolenu, M.D., Obstetrics. 



Sunuel Logan, M.D., Afsistant Demonstrator. 

The aoDual course of lectures commence on tlie let of 
November. 

Clinical issTRtrcTioN. — At the Roper Hoapital, Clinical 
Lectures are delivered twice a week, by the Physician and 
Surgeon of the InsUtution, and operations performed before 
the Class in the Amphitheatre of the Hospital, The Fa- 
culty Ward in the Roper Hospital, with the conveniences 
which have been furnished, is a valuable addition to the 
surgical practice of the city. Operations are performed 
before the clasa, and students have opportunities of being 
made familiar with the subsequent treatment 

To the Anatomical Uuseum valuable additions have been 
' made in models of a very large size, illustrative of the more 
miaule and delicate structures of (he human body. A 
valuable and interesting collection in wax, of the various 
parts of the system, in a Itealthy and diseased state, has 
also been added- 

Fees.— Full course, $105; Graduation, $30. 

TENNESSEE. 

UNrVERSITT or K*BHvaiK KBDICAL DEPARTUEHT— NASH- 

TILLE. 

Thomas R. Jennings, M,D., Professor of Anatomy. 
J. Berrien Lindsley, H.D., Prof, of Chemistry and Pharm. 
C. K. Winston, M.D^ Prof Materia Medica and Med. Jur. 
A. H, Buchanan, U.O., Pro£ Surg. Anat and Physiology. 
John M. Watson M.D., Obs. and Dia. of Women and ChiL 
Paul F. Eve, M.D. Prof of Principles and Practice of Surg. 
Vf. K. BowHng, M.D., ProC of Institutes and Prac. of Med. 
Wm. T. BriggB, M.D., Adjunct Pro£ and Dem. of Anat. 

The Tenth Annual Course of Lectures in this Institu^on 
wilt commence on Monday, the 6th of Nov. next, and con- 
tinue till the first of the ensuing March. A Preliminary 
Ctnaie of Lectures, free to all Students, will be given by the 
Professors, commencing also on the first Monday in October. 

Clinical IdHntucrioN. — Tennessee Slate Hospital under 
(he direction ofthe Faculty is open to the Class free of charge. 
A CUnique has been established in connexion with the 
UnJTersity, at which operations are performed and cases 
prescribed for and lectured upon in the presence of the 

Fms.— Amount of Fees for Lectures is $105 ; Matricnla- 
lion fee (pud once only), $6; Practical Anatomy, $10; 
QraduatioD Fee, $26. 

MEMPHIS MEDICAL COLLKOR, MIHPHIB.* 

John Millington, M.D., Chemistry. 

Wm. J. Tuck, M.D., Physiology and Pathology. 

Howell R. Robards, M.D., Surgery. 



A. K. Taylor, M.D., Anatomy. 

C. B. Guthrie, M.D., Materia Medic*. 

Lewis Shanks, M.D., Obs. and Dis. of Women. 

John Pitman, M.D., Medicine. 

S. C. Pointer, M.D., Demonstrator. 

Regular lectures commence on the 1st of November, and 
continue sixteen weeks. 

Clinical instruction is given twice a week at the Mem- 
phis Hospital. 

Fees.— Full course, $105; Matriculation, $5; Practial 
Anatomy, $10 ; Graduation, $25. 

SHELBT MEDloA OOLLEOB, NJSBTILLB. 

Thomas L. Maddin^ H.D.^rinciplcfi and Practice of Surg. 
Daniel F. Wright, M.D., Physiology aad Pathology. 
John H. Callender, M.D^Materia Medica and Therapeutic*. 
Henri Erni, M.D., Med. Chemistry and Med. Jurisprudence. 
J. J. Abernalhy, M.D., Theory and Practice of Medicine. 
John P. Ford,' M.D., Obs. and Dis. of Women. 
Daniel B. Cliffe, M.D., Descriptive and Suif;ical Anatomy. 
H. U. Compton, M.D., Demonstrator. 

The next session of the Shelby Medical Coll^ wiD 
commence on the First Monday, being the Firet of Octo- 
ber, and will close on or near the first of the ensuing 

MfSECM.— The Ml-seuh is one of the most select collec- 
tions in the country. 

Clinical Inhtructiom. — Tne Faculty state that Clinical 
instruction will, from beginning to end, form the basis of 
their whole system of instruction ; and that with this view 
tliey have succeeiled in establishing a Hoapital, of moder- 
ate dimensions, but most complete in its arrangements, 
upon the same premises, and connected with the College 
buildings. The wards of this Institution accommodote all 
the indigent sick of the city, togetlier with the United 
States marine patients, constituting a number and class of 
patients which will entirely subserve the objects of clinical 
leaching. 

GRADitATtoH. — 1. The candidate must hare altaioed the 
age of twenty-one years, and have applied himself to the 
study of medicine for three years, under the superviuon of a 
reputable practitioner of medicine. 2. He must have 
attended two complete regular courses oflecturee in a reput*- 
ble school of medicine, the latter one being in this CoU^e, 
and one couisein Practical Anatomy. Four years of reputa- 



admission to a degree must exhibit to the Dean his tickets, 
as proof that the regulations above have been complied 
with ; and at the same time deliver to the Dean a thesis of 
his own composition on some medical subjecL 4. Gntdu' 
ates of other respectable medical schools are admitted to 
the lectures on payment of the matriculation fee, 6. An 
affirmative answer m writing will be required to the (oDow- 
ing question : Is it your present intention to practice regu- 
lar muUicine, and to abjure all forms of empiricism, and all 
systems of practice based upton a sectarian oi^anization, or 
an exclusive dogma; and to conform to the code of ethics 
of the American Medical Association 7 

Fees. — Amouut of fees for Lectures, $105; Matricula- 
tion fee (paid but once), $6; Demonstrator's fee, $10; 
Graduation fee, $26. 



VERMONT. 



L COLLEGE, CASTLSrOK. 



E. K. Sanbnm, M.D., Surgery. 

P. Pineo, M.D., Medical Jurisprudence. 

Corydon La Ford. M.D., Anatomy. 

P. D. Bradford, M.D., Physiology and Pathology. 

George Hadley, M.D., Chemistry and Natural Histoiy. 

Adrian T. Woodward, M.D., ObstoUkK. , 
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There will be delivered at this inetitute one course of 
Medical Lectures annuttUy, commencing on the lost Thurs-. 
day in February of each year, and continuiDg sixteen 

Fbm.— For lectures, $50 : for those who have attended 
two courses at other colleges, $10; Matriculatioa, $5; 
Graduation, $16. 

CHIVEBBITT OF VEttNOKT. MEDICAL COLLtOE, BnitLIIiaTOH. 

a W. Thayer, Jr., M.D., Anatomy. 

W. CaipeDter. M.D., Matena MeJica. 

J. Perkins, M.D., Obstetrics and Diseases of Women. 

D. a. Conant, M.D., Surgery. 

E. C. StUes, M.D Physiology and Pathology. 
Henry 11. Seely, if.D., Chemistry and Pharmacy. 

The next annual course of lectures will commence the 
last Thursday, being the twenty-third of February, and will 
be continued until Wednesday, June wxth. 

Benkfici ARIES. — In consideration of the hberal donations 
made to the Medical College by the citizens of Burlington, 
the Faculty of Medicine have established a Beneficiary. A 
limited number of students will be admitted to all the Lec- 
tures and enjoy all the privileges upon tlie payment of from 
$15 to $25, according to the number of applicants. The 
sons of Physicians preferred. Those wishing to avail them- 
selves of the privileges of this beneBt are reqaested to con- 
fer with the Dean as early as possible. 

Graduation.— There are two periods for conferring de- 
grees ; one, at the close of the annual course of Lectures 
in June, the other at the close of the annual t^rm of private 
instruction in Burlington. Candidates must have attended 
two fiill courses of Lectures, one in this Institution- 
must have studied medicine three years with a regular phy- 
sician, and have attained the age of twenty-one years. 
Each candidate is required to write a thesis upon some sub- 
ject connected with the Science of Medicine, and deposit 
It with the Dean. Full and formal certificates of age, term 
of study, and of moral character must be furnished. 

Clinical Ihstbcotion. — On Saturday of each week a 
Medical and Surgical Clinique will be held at the Medical 
IDollege. 

Pew.— Matriculation, $3; Dean's Certificate (entitling 
the holder to the Tickets of each Professor), $50; Gradua- 
tion, $18. Students who have attended two fill! courses in 
other regular Medical Institutions, will be admitted upon 
payment of the Matriculation fe^ and a fee of $10. Gra- 
duates of this and other regular Medical Schools are invited 
to attend the lectures free of charge. 

VIRGINIA. 



Charles Bell Gibson, M.D., Surgery and Surgical Anatomy. 
David H. Tucker, M.D., Theory and Practice of Medicine. 
Beverley H. Weltford, M.D., Materia Med, and Therapeutics. 
A. E. Petlcolas, M.D,, General and Special Anatomy. 
Levin S. Joynes, M.D., Medicine and Med. Jurisprudence. 
James H. Conway, M.D., Obst, and Diseases of Women. 
James B. McCaw, M.D., Chemistry and Pharmacy. 
Marion Howard, M.D., Demonstrator. 

The next annual course of lectures in the Medical Col- 
lege of Virginia will commence on the first Monday in 
October, 1860, and continue until the firstof March follow- 
ing, embracing a term of five months. The examination of 
candidates for graduation will take place immediately a^er 
the close of the lectures, and the commencement for con- 
ferring degrees will be held about the end of the first week 

The recent appropriation of thirty thousand dollars to 
this Institution by we Legislature of Virginia, will enable 
the faculty to enlarge the ladhties for instruction in a most 
important degree. The illustrations in every department 
will bemultiplied and improved, and a commodious Hospital 
is now in course of erection in immediate proximity to the 



College, which will greatly extend the field for clinical 
study. This building will contain an amphitheatre, in 
which clinical lectures will be delivered twice a week 
throughout the sesuou, by the Professors of aureery, and 
practice of medicine. Students will also enjoy the clinical 
lacilities afforded by the Bicbmond Alms-House. 

pRiiiB.— The "Warren Prize" of one hundred dollara, 
which has been awarded at the last two sessions, for the 
best essay presented by any member of the graduating 
clasa, will at the next session be divided into two prvx* of 
fifty doSara each. One of them will be awarded for Ibe best 
essay on any subject in rurgtry (to be selected by tho 
writer), the other for the best essay on any subject pertain- 
ing to the Aeon/ or practiix of medicine. The prizes will 
be conferred either in money, or in books, or surgical 
instmraeats of corresponding value, at the option of tlie 
successful competitors. The competition will be open to all 
candidates for graduation, except such as may already have 
received the degree at other schools. No essay will be 
admitted to competition which does not fill at least thirty 
pages of thesis paper, or twenty pages of letter paper of full 
size. The essays must be ptacea in the hands of the Dean 
on or before the first day of February. 

Qraddation. — 1. The candidate for the degree of Doctor 
of Medicine must either have been the private pupil of a 
respectable practitioner of medicine, for at least one year, 
or he must have attended a course of medical instruction, 
given by an association of lecturers in this c<dloge, or else- 
where, between the 1st of April and the Ist of October. 
2. Ue must have attended two full courses of lectures upon 
all the subjects taught in this school. 3. Students who 
liave attended « full course of lectures in any school of 
medicido on the ad eundem of this school (including the 
University of Virginia, the Winchester Medical College, and 
other reputable schools having not less than six Ptolessors, 
and in which attendance on two full courses is required of 
candidates for degrees), are permitted to become candidates 
by attending one full course, and are admitted to the same 
priqileges with students who have attended one full course 
w this Institution. 4. The candidate must have given his 
attention to practical anatomy, under the direction of a 
competent demonatrator, and must have attended the clini- 
cal instruction given in the Institution. 5. He must deliver 
to the Dean of the faculty, on or before the first day of 
February, a thesis on some medical subject composed by 
himself and written in bis own handwriting. He must, at 
the same time, exhibit bia tickets or other satifactory evi- 
dence that he hag complied with the foregoing rules. 
6. He must undergo an examination before the Faculty 
upon his thesis and all the subjects taugfat in the Institution, 
and if the examination prove satisfactory, he will be entitle^ 
to the degree of Doctor of Medicine. 7. General bad 
spelling in a thesis, and inattention to grammatical rules, 
will preclude a cuididate from an examination. 8. Before 
the candidate presents himself fur examination, he must 
deposit with the Dean the graduation fee ($25), which will 
be returned to him, if not successfiil. 9. A student may 
cease to be a candidate and withdravr his thesis; but the 
thesis of a r^ected candidate will be ret«ned. 10. Candi- 
dates will be admitted to examination in the order in which 
they matriculate. 11. The commencement for conferring 
degrees will be held as soon after the close of the examina- 
tion as practicable. 12. The degree will not be conferred 
upon a candidate who abeenls himself fi-om the commence- 
ment, Trithout permission of the faculty. 13. A student, 
entiUed to become a candidate at the close of any session, 
may he examined for graduation in the following fall, ana 
if succe^ul, he will beentitied to his degree at the succeed- 
ing commencement. 14. Students wlio have complied 
with the 2d and 3d regulations, may attend subsequent 
courses of lectures in this Institution, without charge for 
the professors' tickets. 15. AH graduates of this school are 
entitled to attend subsequent courses of lectures free of 
charge, 16. Students who have attended a full course of 
lectures in tins Institution have the privilege of becoming 
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candidatea for the atuation of resident students in the 
college infinnary, and in the city alms-house. 

Fiia. — Matriculation, $5 ; Proteaaors' tickets (each), $15 1 
DeitionatMtor of Anatomy, $10 ; Graduation, |25, All 
tick^ta to be paid it) advance. No charge made for ciinieal 
iDstructton, or tot stteodaace at the infinnary of the college, 
or Ui6 fiichmond alms-house, at any period of the year. 

tnrtTBitatTr or TtHomu irdical bohooi. 
H«DiT Howard, M.D- Medicine. 

Jaa. L. CabeU, M.D., ComparaUve Anat FhysioL and Surg. 
8. Maupio, H.D., Chemisttr Kid Pharmacy. 
J. a Dairis, M.D., Anat, Mat Ued., Therap., and Botany, 
fi. W. Allen, M.D., Demooatiator. 



tidnes withonC it 



a the 1st of October, mi con- 
ic interruption until the 4th of Jul^. 
Tiow. — To be admitted into the Univenrity, the 
Stadent must be sixteen ^«arB of age ; hut the Faculty ore 
authorised to diapetise with this requisition in the case of 
•ppUcation for admission by two brothers, one of whom ii 
under the age of sixteen. If the applicant for admiseioD 
has been a student at any other incorporated seminary, he 
cannot be received but on produoine a certificate fhim such 
seminary, or other evidence satisfactory to the Faculty, 
testifying to his general good conduct. Every student is 
free to attend tia schools of his choice, and no other than 
be chooses ; With the condition that he shall attend at least 
three professors, unless he has the written authority of his 
parent or guardian, or the Faculty shi^ for good cause 
shown, allow him to attend less than three. Should he be 
twenty-one years of sge, or more, he is exempt from this 
condition. 

EiAMiMATioHB. — Tbcsc ore of tliree kinds: first, the 
daily examinations, which precede the lectures; second, 
the public examinations, two in number, held, the one 
abont the middle of the sesMon, the other at its close ; and 
third, the examination for graduation, held towards the end 
of the session. 

I. DaIlt EzAMiKA-noNS. — In tbe daily examinations tlie 
student is questioned, both upon the subject of tho preced- 
ing lecture and such portions of the teit^hook as may have 
been designated by the professor. 

II. Public Exauiiiatidmb. — The two public examina- 



the session are thus conducted; The professor of the school 
prepares in writing, a series of questions to be proposed to 
the class, and affixes to them numerical values, according 
to his estimate of their relative difficulty. On the assem- 
bltnp: of the class for examination, these questions arc for 
the first time presented to them ; and tliey are required to 
answer, in writing, in a prescribed time, without commu- 
nication with one another or with other persons, and with- 
out any reference to books. Their answers are subsequently 
carefully examined, and a value attached to each, not ex- 
ceeding that of the corresponding c^uestion. The students 
are then arranged into four divisions, according to the 
merit of their examination, as determined by the lollowing 
method: The numerical values attached to all the ques- 
tions are added together, and slso the values of the answers 
given by each student. If tlio last number amounts to 
three-fourtlis of the first, the student ia ranked in the first 
division ; if it be less than three-fourths, and as much as 
one-half, in the second; if less than a fourth, in tl>e fourth 
divisiotL The examinations are conducted and the results 



ertsined by a committee, consisting of the pnrfe 
the school and ttvo other profbsMTS. The standing of the 



student at these 
parent or guardian in the last circular of the session. Those 
who attain the first division receive, at the close of the 
session, a printed certificate of their distinction at one or 
both of the examinations, as the ca% may be, and their 
names are announced in the proceedings which terminate 
the conrse. liiese public examinations are suffldentJ; 



comprehensive and difficult to render it impossible for the 
student, without steady diligence, to secure a place in the 
first division. 

IIL BxAUiNATtONS TOR GEAonATiON. — Thcsc sre partly 
oral and partly in writing, and are conducted by the pro- 
fessor of the school, in the presence of two other prefeesors, 
forming with him the committee of examination of the 
school Here the student is subjected to searching inter- 
rogatioits upon the details and niceties, as well as the lead- 
ing principles of the subject, and be is expected to be 
accurately versed in all the U^nts iTeated of in the lectures 
and the ocvrelative texts. 

As a due acquuntance with our own language is made 
indispensable to the attainment of even the mferior honors 
of the University, all candidates for degrees are subjected 
to an examination, in order to teat their qualificatioDs in 
this respect. 

Gkadoatioh. — To merit the degree of Doctor of Medi- 
cine, the student must prove by his examination that be 
has made satisfactory attainments in Anatomy, Surgei;, 
Human and Comparative Physiology, Princi;^ and Prac- 
tice of Medicine, Obstetrics, Materia Medica, Chemistry, 
Pharmacy, and Medical Jurisprudence. 

Honorary degrees are forbidden by the laws of the Uni- 

LiBRART. — The library of the ITnivetsity, originally se- 
lected and arranged bv Mr. Jefiereon, has since been aug- 
mented by several valuable donations; among them the 
legacy of Mr. Madison, that of the late Christian Bobn 
Esq., a generous and enlightened citizen of Bichmond, and 
a donation presented by an unknown lady through the 
Rev. Dr. Alexander, of Princeton. Through such addi- 
tions, and the annual increase by purchase, the library now 
numbers upwards of 30,000 volumes. 

Fexs. — Medical students are charged $105 for a fuU 
course, viz. : $25 for each of four (idieta, aod a fee of $5 
for dissecting material 
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SPECIAL NOTICEa 

LicTUBis ON Tdbbrcitlar Dibbasi or TBI Srm. — 
Dr. At. OonxaUz Bchevtrria, resmtty Raident Auittani 
in the London HotpUal for Paralt/Ua and ^ilepUft, U 
at present in New Tork, with the intention of devoting 
hiiTuelf to iforbid and Xormal Aficroecopie Anatomg. Dr. 
Echeverria wo» the private pupH of Robin, w Par\t, from 
wkora, at vmU a* from Dr. Bbowv Seqcard, he bring* Ae 
taarmat rttommtndationt. He vnU give a Courte of Leo- 
tvra on Tabercular HiteaKi of the Bomt, at the CoUege 
of Phytician* and Saryeona, on Taetdaa, Wedneeday, Pri- 
day, and Saturday of Vie eomina mek (16lA, 17th 19M 
and 201A}, at 10 o'doek, a. h. The Profeuion are tnvHed 
to attend. 

CoLLiGE or Phvsiounb akd SdROioNS. — The Introdao- 
tory Lecture vnH he deliveved by Prof Jouk C. Daltos, oa 
Monday, Odober 22, at haif-patt Seeen o'doek, r. it. 

Univihsitt Medic ai. Colliok. — Profistor VAttunHi 
Mort viiU delivrr the Introductory Letinre to the entuing 
Winter Counr, at the CoBtge, 107 fiart fhnrteenlh itrett, on 
Monday, Ocluber 15, ai half-paiit Seven o'doek, p. x. The 
Profatian and PvbUc are rapedfuSy invited to attend. 

New Tore Mkdical Collkob.— 7%« Annual Covrte of 
Lteturte oomnienee on Wtdnetdaj/, October 17th, mth an 
fnlrodaetory Addreu. by pRor. Dohemos, at Eight o'eloek, 
T. M. The Medical Proje*»ion and PvUie are invited to be 
present, 

J^" A large amount of matter prtpared for thU 
Ifumbtr teiii appear m tht n*xt. 
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KBW TOBK HOSPITAL 



BirmoKU.Cu!iic,jr<mdaf, nMdtov, TAuridav, and frlday. 

If EDiclL " ir«ito4aifatf and Salltrda]/. 

J-lbwaletoM-^oeeph M. Bmllb, U.D.: Hesiy D. BolUer, M.D, ; John 
H. Oriacom. M.Q. ; -nwrnaa P. Cock, H.D. _ 

AiroMU— Oordon Bock, H.D.lJohn Walaen. U.D. ; Thaddeai U. Hal- 

■te<l,H.II.; T.U.MukoerU-D.; Wlllu^ Parker, M.D.; O. A. P(ten,H.D. 

BELLE VUE HOSPITAL. 

J»«*el<ii«.— A.Clark,M.D.i B.W.McCreadr,M.I>.: I.E.Tarl«,M.D.; 
O, T. KUIol. M.D ; B. P. Barker, M.D.; A. L Loomla, M.D. ; J.W.OlWB, 
M-D. ; T. e. Thomaa. M.D. 

Ah-owh—J. K. Wood, M.D.; L A. Sajre, M.D.; J. J. CiMa, M.D.; 
B. Smltli, M.I1. ; W. Parker, U.D. ; A. B. Udu, U.D. ; C T. Ualar, lfj>. ; 
J. W. a Ooolej, M.D.; W. H. Chnreh, M.D. 

NEW YOHK EYE INFIRMABT, 



NEW TOUK OPHTHALMIC HOSPITAL 

•b;Dr.M.P.l 



PENNBTLVANLA HOSPITAL 
nc, WecfiMadayi iHHf Alunfavft 

JaHiard, M.D.; J. J. Lavlek, H.D. ; J. F. Melga, 
M. u. : J . u. Hmltli, Mjl. 

SiirgnHu.—O.W. Nonta, MJ) ; E. Peace, U.D. ; Jea, ^sccut, M.D. ; 
E. Hanaborae, M.D. 

PHILADELPHIA HOSPITAL 
nrtetam.-J. L Lnfllow, M.D.; F. E. Loekatt, ILD.; C P. T«tt, 
U.D.: W, MaTbnrr, U.D. 

8uretoiH.~D. H. Agoew, M-D.; B. D. aro•^ H-D.; B. & K 
M.D. ; B. J, LeiU, M.D. 

WILLS'S HOSPrTAL 



ny^f*aiH.—3. J. Le^ok. H-D.; J. J. Baaa^ MJl-i 8. L H 

worth, M.U. ; J. L Tyioo, M.D, 
A«v*™— 8"''«".»I-r»-: Wm.niuit,M.D.i A. He»»tm,M.I 
PHILADELPHIA LTINO-IH CHABITT.' 



o, U.U.1 J. M. Cotaa, M.D. 
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THE PUBLISHERS OF THE 

AMERICAN MEDICAL TIMES 

AnDoaDce that a Course of 
Xjeotures on JDentitioii and its XDerang^ements 

DT 

A. JACOBI, M.D., 

FBORseoR or Ikpaktile PatboL4Mt axd TaxRAnunoa nt tsb New Tore IfiDtOAi. CoLun, 

Will 800D be commenced in this Jonrnal. 



DURINQ THE FALL AND WINTEK 

CLINICAL LECTX7RES 



PROFESSOR AUSTIN FLINT, 

Will also appear regularly. 



During the present Medical Session, in addition to the Clinical Lectores which are 
given in the Hospitals, Reports of the Practice of the Hospitals will be published in the 
Medioai, Times, and accurate Reports of the Cliniques of the several School. 



T^S 



Diseases of Women and Children, 



wTork. 

AM4JHi«(nK<MirVWIvrM<Md.e«<>. tU pp. 

B. B. * W, WOOD, am BBOABWAr, NBW Y08K. 

$a Mt bj null, tnt ot poiUge. 
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Tlu nfU mi wld«-iprMd dnaUOan ot thli cmluntljr pnetleal work 
1^ iTB think, wlUuut [H«d«nt. II Ib a itonhoDH et knowledge fbr the 
•UdNil (ml pnetltloKr at nHdMne— All ot laaotliid pnnpta ud bed- 
•Idv InAimutloiL Buelj htti mj medical pabllcallaD met with noh ool- 
T«ial oommeDditloD IFom (he medial preH, both al boma ud ■bmd. 

" We hill the tdTeot or neb ■ work, aboiuidliui la pnctlral 
deejwtt iDlereit. mud llluUmtwl br priDiHplH tua lawt ordi'- 

Kor cm we rtfr»lD from cipwMliig our lurprii* uid nmtlllt ^ 

the book u remukiblr ciemM tntn the iniwrilclaL rlewa (hit thoond In 
tlM grent thwoQghhre of msdtolne. Tba npid ult et thla work we bellere 
to be ■npneedented la the blilerr ot medial IJionture la thU eountir, 
vhloh man be highlv (ntir/lnc lo the lathor, ibowliw, u It doe*, the 
danea of eitlDutleii pUced upon hlabbanbr the medical pobllc.'— Jr. T. 
Jotr. ofMtd. and At CeUaitrat Sdna-. 

" Dr. Bedhird't book t> worthr oT It* rathor. > endll to Ui uantiT, ud 
srieh mIneoIlnetniotlontothepralHMonitbrse"— JMHtkoml.nn-fteB 
JTwHoo-ffAJmnrlai) BteUtt, Zowton. 

"We hive read ererj pace of the work, udtMl ailed npoo to Bj' that we 
i««rd It u the moM Tdniibla coDtrlbDtlon OD the aoblecl eier offend to the 
j/nreM\i«L.--aiarl4ttoit JTed. Jhw. atui Aro<»w. 

- Wa ware uloallr fudnated Into reading this eotln valDine, ud have 
done BO mDot atlabUvcl^; nor baTe we erar read a book with mere plaa- 
■ura and profit. There la oot a dlicaM oonQected with lattjjcj or the tamala 
aratem w^oh It not m»t abl^ dleooaeed In thli aieelloDt w<irk."—I>tibU» 
QmirttHf Jamnuil <tfMtMeal Soitnet, 

" A oaraful peniial of Dr. Bedfbrd'a work haa led n to baltaTa that It* 
Tilne will eonUnoe to ha aokoowladgad, nd the aathor recognlied ai a 
noM able and Hate [motltloiier of medldne. To (at a( onee to th« polat 
la hit |>«rTadlne ebancterlttlo. ETerrthlna la mado to land toward the 
nllat and treatment ot dlaeaae, and rmnarfcahle akill U ihown In qulofclr 
aniTliig U ID awnual* iHigniiila.''— Zoititoa Imtett. 

■■To iMd thia wort la to be itnek with It> tmlbfolneH and ntflltr ; we 
Bnd all that Ib nlefol In pnoUoa aM; commnolatfd. and elwanllj 
e iwaiaad Amerlao worka ara Dot genorall/ read oo Ihla aldo the 
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CLINICAL COURSE ON DISEASE OF THE GENITO- 
URINARY ORGANS. 

DSUVBBED AT THE ONITERSITT U&DICAL COILEGE, 

W. H. VAN BUREN, M.D., 



Lbctitre I. 
QtKTUtfSH: — In connexion with the lectures you have 
betrd from Dr. Donaghe, on gonorrhcea and its sequelie, I 
propose to give you a rapid rtfmni of the subject of stric- 
ture of the untthra, a disease which is the source of an 
immenso amount of torture and anxiety to our sex, and 
in whidi the well directed resources of our art are capable 
of conferring a proportionate amount of benefit. To 
approacti the subject properly, I must premise a brief sketch 
of the anatomy and physiology of the urethral canal— in the 
male, for my remarks will apply to it alone. This was so 
named by the ancients (ovpor urine, and tpix't* to run), 
because it it the rent-pipe of the urinary excretion; but 
this is not its only use, tor it also gives issue to the seminal 
fluid; and to thoroughly grasp the diseases to which the 
canal is liable you must keep constantly in view this double 
fanrHon which it performs. The kidneys — the glands 
which separate the urine from the blood, the ureters — their 
duclsj and the bladder — into which it is received as a reser- 
Toir, are the urinaiy organs; the t«sticles — the glands 
which secrete the seminal fluid, the vaaa deferenlia — their 
ducts, the seminal vesicles, and the prostate gland, are the 
corresponding organs of the genital system; wiiilst the 
nretliTk constitutes the common outlet for the product of 
both pairs of glands, viz. urine and semen. Any obstruc- 
tion, uterefore, in this canal, interrupts the function of two 
distinct sets of organs — of equal importance to the indivi- 
dnal and to the species. If it were tne sole function of the 
male urethra to serve as an outlet to the urine, a length of 
two inches might have sufficed, as in the female; but we 
£nd this length of canal quadrupled, and three-fourths of it 
surrounded by a cylinder of erectile tisiue (tlie etwyu* ipon- 
giatttm vrethrcB), and intimately connected to the corpiu 
mfernotum penit, with the purpose of forming an intromit- 
tent organ, by means of which the seminal Hold is to be 
conveyed to its destination. Thus we have three-fourths 
of the male urethra serving the purpose mainly of the geni- 
tal organs, whilst more than half of its remaining fourth is 
surrounded by the prostate gland — an organ which I am 
diroosed to regard as purely genital in its functioi». You 
win recognise, therefore, that all the peculiarities of inner- 
vation which characterize the genital system, as well as 
those belonging to flie urinary organs, are liable to be con- 
centrated upon the urethra when it becomes the seat of 
disease — a consideration of no little importance in the 
management of stricture, as well as of the other diseases of 
which it is the seat. 

The urethral canal, and all the hollow oi^ns comrouni- 
cating -with it, both genital and urinary, are lined hy a 
mucous merabranc continuous with the external integument 
at the orifice of the urethra, and terminating internally in 
the gland tubes of the kidneys and testicles ; this contmu- 
ouB expanse of nncous membrane is designated as the 
genito-urimtry fract. Most, if not all, of the inflammatory 
affections of the genito-urinary passages are seated in this 
membrane at their inception, and, during their earlier 
Am. Med. Tuns, Vol. 1, No. 16. 



stages, are confined to it As in other ezpanuons of mucots 
membrane, inflammation tends here to extend superficially 
to the bladder, ureters, and pelves of the kidneys on the one 
hand, when it commences, for example, in the urethra, and 
on the other, to the seminal vesicles, vasa deferentia, epidi- 
dymea, and testicles. We shall confine our remarks here- 
aller to Uio mucous membrane of the urethra, andlheparta 
by which it is immediately surrounded. 

The best mode of examining this membrane is by remov- 
ing the entire bladder, with the urcihrji and penis, from a 
recent subject, and slitting the canal along its upper wall, 
and continuing the incision through Uie upper wall of the 
bladder, by means of a stout pair of dissecting scissors, of 
which the blade introduced into the canal projects about 
three-fourths of an inch beyond its fellow, and terminates 
in a rounded extremity. In a dissection thus prepared, as 
the specimen, for example, now before you, the urethral 
mucous membrane is seen presenting a smooth shining sur- 
face, of a yellowish pink color, deeper in tint for an inch 
within its orifice, and also in tho neighborhood of what is 
known as its membranous portion. A variable number of 
little pockets, recalling in appearance the valves of the 
veins, but smaller and solitary, called laaina, are to he seeit 
scattered along the anterior naif of the canal, and chiefly 
upon its roolT These are variable in size, and will some- 
times admit a probe to the depUi of one-third to half an 
inch ; one of them, larger than the rest, is found pretty 
constantly in the roof ol the canal, and about three-fourths 
of an inch from its orilice, and by this lacuna magna, as it 
is called, the point of a conical bougie, when of small size, 
is very apt to be arrested. To avoid it, remember that it 
is always situated in the roof of the passage, and direct the 
point of the bougie downwards, towards its floor. The use 
of these lacunffi is not clearly known. 

By means of a good pocket lens, or a microscope of low 
power, a large number of minute orifices of mucous follicles 
can be recognised studding the surface of the membrane 
throughout its whole length ; and by dissecting up a flap of 
it they can be seen imbedded in the submucous connecting 
tissue, in the shape of minute yellowish masses ; they furni^ 
the mucus hy which the membrane in its normal condition 
is lubricated, and are occasionally Uie seat of abscess com- 
plicating gonorrhoea. At the membranous portion of the 
canal, and for an inch or two anterior to it^ and also in that 
portion oF it surrounded by the glaits penis, there are well 
marked traces of longitudinal wrinkles, or ruga, resulting 
from the constriction of its mucous membranes by the elas- 
tic and muscular tissues by which it is surrounded, and 
upon the summits of these rugtc, especially near the orifice 
of the canal, minute papillie one-lourth to one-third of a 
line in length may be found. Beyond these features, wiiich 
are recognisable on inspection, the lining membrane of the 
urethra possesses the usual characteristics of a mucous 
membrane ; it is stretched upon a bed of connecting tissue, 
which contsans the terminal ramifications of the blood-ves- 
sels and nerves by which its glandular follicles and its sor- 
face are supplied; this surface is invested by ■ layer of 
epithehum, the deeper cells of which are spheroidal or oval, 
whilst the superficial ones are columnar, except towards 
the last inch of the canal, where they all assume the scaly 
or pavement form, approaching in character the epidermu 
scales with which they t>ecomc continuous externally. A 
drop of any of the morbid discharges from the urethra, 
placed beneath the microscope, will show more or less of 
these cells. 

I have sud that the mucous membrane of the urethra 
was stretched upon a bed of connecting tissue ; now, on 
examining closelj^ the deeper strata of this layer, they will 
be found to contain a certain amount of unstripcd or invo- 
luntary muscular fibre, such as constitutes the muscular 
coat of the intestines ; and these fibres are arranged both 
circularly and longitudinally, beneath its mucous membrane, 
throughout the whole length of the canal. In addition to 
the evidence of the microscope, the presence of this muscu- 
lar layer ia demonstrated by the power *^i^ toevMelW 
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8 of BponlanBOUslj expelling; a parlialiy introduced 
}ougie; itwiA also contract spnsmoijically, through reflex 
nervous action, upon any chemical or mechaniciu irritaaC 
introduced into Ite cavity — auch aa a piece of caustic, or a 
rough bougie. John Hunter reci^uiied the existence of 
tbia muscular contracCility in all parte of the urethral canal, 
but it is only within the laat ten years that the actual pre- 
sence and mode of distribution of muscular tls.''ue in this 
locality has been demonstrated, mainly by the labors of 
KoUiker, the German anatomist, and Mr. Hancock, surgeon 
of the Charing Cross Hospital, London. Its use Is to enpel 
the Last drops of urine, or semen, from the urethra, as is 

E roved by the dribbling of urine which occurs when it has 
een injured or destroyed in any portion of the canal, as in 
stricture. You can understand, now, how the longitudinal 
wrinkles of the urethral mucous membrane are produced, 
and also why it is that its inacous walls are always in con- 
tact when at rest. 

After leaving the neck of the bladder, where the com- 
mencement of vne urethra is marked by the slightly elevated 
fold of mucous membrane called the uvula vtsiae, it is sur- 
rounded, in its first inch and a quarter, by the prostate 
gland. This organ owes its title of gland to the fact that 
About one-third of its substance consists of an aggregation 
of follicles similar to those already noticed as scattered 
wnglr along the urethra ; the remainder of its bulk Is com- 
posed of involuntary muscular tissue, so tliat it is in fact a 
mglily coatractile organ. These follicles unite to form some 
sisteen or twenty ducta, whose orifices are distinctly to be 
seen opening into the floor of the urethra on either side 
of its median line, which is occupied by a prominent fold 
of mucous membrane about three fourtlis of an inch in 
length, called, from its fancied resemblance in shape to the 
head of a woodcock, the caput gailinaginii. Near llie 
anterior extremity of this little ridge or crest of mucous 
membrane, at its most elevated portion, is a slit-like oriflce 
best demonstrated by directing a stream of ^r upon it fr 



a blow-pipe, which leads obliquely backwards into a cavity, 
of Tariable eize, lying beneath the floor of the urethra, ra 
tlie substance of the proBlate, and known as ^heeinvspaca- 



larii. This flask-shaped cavity, into which a probE 
be readily passed to the extent Bometimea of three -fourtlis 
of an inch, is lined by mucous membrane, and has no obvious 
function ; it is in fact the analogue, in the male, of llie ute- 
rus of the female, aud hence caUed the utriimhit. In either 
lip of its vertical oriflce is »tuated the terminal opening of 
an ejaculatory duct, the common outlet of the i«isarf«/<roiita 
and seminal vesicles. The neighborhood of these oriflces 
is richly supplied with nerves possessed of peculiar sensi- 
bihty, the seat, in fact, of the sense of pleasure which accom- 
pauies the sexual act; and it is here tliat nitrate of silver 
la occasionally applied with the view of modifying morbid 
conditions of tliat function. The seminal fluid, mingled 
with the contents of the seminal vesicles, is poured into the 
urethral canal through these orifices, and its,shape and capa- 
city enable it to act as a momentary reservoir for it ; narrow 
at the vvala vaicce, and again at the apex of the prostate, 
it is dilated between these points into a fusiform cavity 
which is known as the prostatic ^nua, and when this 
cavity is distended to its full capncily, the muscular tissue 
which constitutes so large a proportion of the prostate, is 
stimulated to sudden, powerful, and spasmodic contraction, 
by means of which the seminal fluid is discharged. At 
the same time, and by the same contraction, the prostatic 
follicles are emptied oilhcir secretion, the office of which is 
to render the semen more fluid, and to facilitate its ejection. 
Tills I believe to be the true function of the prostate gland, 
BO called ; it is, rather, a compound body, mainly muscular 
in il8 nature, and contractile, ofcourse, in its function. 

Tracing the urethra through the prostate, we find it, in 
the next three quarters of an inch of its course, as an inde- 
pendent tube, i. e. composed simply of mucous membrane, 
connecting tissue, and unstriped muscular fibre, passing out 
of tJie cavity of the pelvis through a hole in the triangular 
ligament, which is situated just one inch below the summit 



of the pubic arch. Tbe irianguior ligament, hence called, 
"of the urethra," is an expansion of fibrous membrane 
which closes that portion of the pelvic outlet bounded by 
the pubic rami, between which it is stretched. It is com- 
posed of two distinct layers, which, at the ptoint where they 
are perforated by the urethra, ore at least one-third of an 
inch apart, and in this space we find no less than three 
organs of some impoitanee, vii., Cowper's glands, the artery 
of tlie bulb, and the eompraior urdArii muscle, so called by 
Guthrie, the celebrated English army surgeon, who first 
pointed out its importance. Cowper's glands are ^mply 
two Utile pea-sUapwl masses of mucous fdiieles which pour 
their secretion into what is colled the " bulbous" portion of 
the urethra, by means of two convei^ng duels about three- 
fourths of an mch in length. They are of little or no prac- 
tical importance. Tlie artery of the bulb, the largest branch 
of the internal pudic, which supplies the corpvs tpongiemm 
urtViras, need not concern us at present. But the comprrs- 
sornreUiTa muscle, which I believe to be the true Bphincler 
of the bladder, is an organ of very considerable importance 
in connexion with the use of instruments in the urethra. 
Its fibres take their origin from eitlier margin of the pubic 
arch, at, and tor an inch below, its symphysis; they join 
each other at the median line above and below the urethra, 
and in contact with its walla, in such a manner that by 
their contraction they are capable of completely closing its 
eanaL The fibres of which this muscle is composed ore of 
the striped variety, and thej are completely under the con- 
trol of the will. By bringing them into action we can at 
any moment during the act of micturition suddenly and 
certainly arrest the Sow of tiic urine. I must ask your 
especial attention to the poatjon and function of this mus- 
cle, which is not very difficult to expose in dissection. I 
have observed that it is always particularly well developed 
in the negro. It is not unlrequently tlie seat of spasmodic 
contraction, and olten acta as an obstacle to the introduc- 
tion of the catheter. In consequence of its close relation to 
the membranous division of (he urethra, this is often called, 
especially by French writers, the muscular portion of the 

Tlie direction of tliat portion of the urethra which is 
surrounded by the prostate, is downwards and forwards; 
tl}e membranous portion of the canal pursues the same 
direction until it reaches tbe triangular ligament; whilst 
traversing the two laminm which compose this ligament, its 
course is a litlle more forwards than downwards, and alter 
clearing the external lamina, it curves upwards between 
the two cruro of the penis, as they converge to form the 
corput cavemoaum, and at the point where thej meet, it 
becomes connected to the under surface of the penis, along 
which, in the median line, it continues to its termination, 
surrounded by a cylinder of erectile tissue called the corpu* 
tpoi^toautn urethra!. The corpus cavemotuta paiit is 
attaclied to the front surface of the tympfiytis pubis by 
means of a strong fasciculus of inelastic white fibrous tissue, 
called the suspensory ligament of the penis; this ligament 
is inserted into the upper surface of the corpus •Mt>em<Muin, 
just at the convergence of its crura, and opposite to the 
point at which the urethra joins it below. 

You will observe then, that the urethra, throughout its 
prostatic and membranous portions, and at the commence- 
ment of its spongy portion, forms a decided curve, fixed at 
both extremities and in the middle. It is fixed at its com- 
mencement, within the pelvis, by its coimexion with the 
neck of the bladder and prostate ghtad, and tliese are held 
in their position by their proper ligaments and by the pelvic 
fascia ; it IS closely attaclied, in its middle portion, to the 
margins of the opening in the triangular hgament, in ita 
passage out of the pelvis ; and externally, it is firmly con- 
nected to the anterior surface of the eymphytu puait, by 
means of the suspensory ligament of the penis, of whit^ 
organ it lias become a part, and by the crura of which it ia 
also firmly fixed to the pubic rami on either side. Now it 
is of great practical importance that we sliould be familiar 
with the exact dimensions of this ouiyp, in^er (piduipe 
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our pounds and catheters in accordance with it, and thus 
feciiitate their passage through il into the blailder. Accord- 
ingly it has been found, by repeiited and accurate measurc- 
menta, that the fixed portion of the urethra approximates 
very closely to an arc of a circle three inches and a quarter 
in diameter. This has been demonstrated by the labors of 
Mr. Briggs, of the London Lock HospiteJ, and others. 
Now my experience in the use of instrumenta in Ihe 
urethra ha^ taught me that they are easy of introduction, 
other things being equal, just in proportion as they approxi- 
mate this curve; I have tried it for a number of years, and 
advise you to adopt it ; it is deduced from sound anatomical 

The spongy division of the urethra is about sis inches in 
length, and takes its name from the cylinder of erectile 
tissue by which it is surrounded, and by which it is assimi- 
lated to the structure of the penis, of which it forms apart; 
it Hea in a groove on tlie under aurfsce of ita double corpus 
cavernosum, like the ramrod of a double-barrelled gun. 
The corpnt Bpongiosum vrethrm swells out inio a rounded 
enlargement posteriorly, which is called ilK bulb; this lies 
below the canal of the urethra, and ia closely connected 
with the anterior lamina of the triangular ligament Ante- 
riorly it terminates in an acorn-shaped enlargement— ^e 
plana penis — which lies mainly above the canal and surrounds 
il« slit^like orifice. The erectile tissue composing the corpus 
spongiosum is inclosed by an elastic fibrous membrane, the 
inner layer of which ia in immediate conlact with the 
nrcthral walls. It is easy to understand, therefore, how 
lacerations of these walla may readily involve its vascular 
structure, and occasion free bleeding; how inflammation 
may extend to it and explain the occurrence of chordee, 
and ultimately cause the solidification and contraction of its 
spongy tissue which can often be felt by the finger opposite 
to a permanent stricture. 

A few words, in conclusion, as to the dimensions of the 
urethral canal which are of the highest importance. Its 
average len^h ia fairly stated at about eight inches, its 
several divisions occupying the proportions already stated. 
This is demonstrable by marking the exact point upon a 
catheter at which the urine begins to flow and then mea- 
suring the distance between this point and the eye of the 
instrument. Measurements of the parts removed from the 
body after death do not vary materially from this; they 
are generally a trifle greater. The average diameter of the 
cantd 13 about half an inch, but it varies considerably at 
different points. Thus its external orifice is the narrowest 
portion of the urethra, measuring from three and a half to 
four and a half lines ; there are two other narrow points, 
viz, at the junction of the membranous and spongy por- 
tions, and at the internal extremity of the canal, opposite 
the uvtda venae, where it measures about five linen. Thus 
it is obvious that an instrument which will enter its orifice, 
must of necessity pass readily through the whole canal, 
unkfls narrowed by disease or deformity. There are also 
three points at which the urethra presents its greatest 
measurements in diameter, viz, at Ihe centre of the foua 
nanculorit just within its orifice; at the sinus of the bulb 
— in front of the junction of the spongy and membranous 
divisions; and in the prostatic sinus. At these points its 
diamet«r may be estimated at seven, eight, and nine lines 
respectively. 

These measurements are of course approximative, and 
represent the average of numerous esperiraenls. They are 
most correctly ascertwned by casts of the urethra taken 
after death in wax, plaster, or fusible metal In old ^ 
the dlmenaions of the canal are somewhat greater, in con- 
. sequence of the diminished contractihty of the organic 
muscnlar tissue which enters so largely into the structure 
of its walls. 



ScRoroLA. — Dr. Gret^ory, of Edinbui^h, asserted ks his 
belief that there was not a single family m Great Britain in 
which acrotiiU did not exist 
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CAUTILAGINOUS TUMORS OR ENJHONDRO- 

MA, WITH REMAUKS. 

BY WILLIAM HENRY CHURCH, M.D., 



James A. Coviix, 14 years of ^e, bom in the United 
States, has suffered with the above disease mnce early child- 
hood. At fourteen months of ape the second finger of his 
left hand was eaught in a door ; the physician who saw him 
told his motJier that the finger was broken, and treated it 
as a fracture. The motlier says the swelling never entirely 
disappeared. Eighteen months after receiving the injury, 
a decided tumor made its appearance on the second phalanx 
of the linger, at the point of fracture ; the first phalanx of 
the same finger simultaneously began to swell throughout 
ita whole extent. These changes began without any appa- 
rent exciting cause, with but little pain, and no constitutional 
derangement. Soon after another tumor appeared upon 
the metacarpal bone of the index finger, near the meta- 
carpo-phalangeal articulation, and on the dorsal surface. The 
disease continued to advance from the first phalanx of the 
second finger until the motion of Ihe joint became impeded, 
and the second metacnrpnl hone extensively involved. I 
am thus particular in describing the appearance and pro- 
gress of the tumors, in order to show that the disease did 
not appear in, or involve the cartilages of, the joints during 
the early stage of its progress. Between the age of four 
and five years he had typhus fever, when the large tumor 
upon the second finger began to enlarge, and he looks upon 
thatas the period from which to date the rapid increase in the 
size of the lumps and spread of the disease. At seven years 
of age he fell upon the ice, and a companion accidentally 
stepped upon the hand; the whole hand was severely con- 
tused, but he does not think the advance of the disease was 
accelerated by the injury. Two years afler| the largest 
lump began to grow, and in May, 1864, the integuments, 
to the size of a quarter of a dollar, sloughed from the 
tumor next to the largest in size, followed by copious sup- 
puration, leaving a cavity one inch in depth, which soon 
filled up, to be covered by a firm cicatrix. At that time 
he consulted an herb-docter, who treated it by repeated 
swealJng with his sovereign remedies, which made their 
success most apparent by a rapid increase of the disease. 
He now suffered more pain than formerly, but of a dead 
heavy character, apparently as much owing to the si*e of 
the hand, and probably more, than from the character of 
the disease ; yet the discomfort waa so great as to make 
him willing and desirous to have the hand removed. 

August 25, 1854. — The patient being under the influence 
of chloroform, I removed the hand at the wrist joint, by 
the double-flap method. After securing the arteries, the 
flaps were brought together without disturbing the syno- 
vial surface, or removing any portion of the radius or ulna ; 
the parts united promptly with but slight inflammation or 
suppuration, so tnat the whole was well in two weeks. 
Four months atler the operation, he has a good stump, no 
psjn, and his general health ia perfect Prof. J. C. Dalton 
was kind enough to examine a portion of the tumor under 
the microscope, which he found (o " conast simply of carti- 
lage in process of partial ossification : moat of it was pure 
cartilage, but there were spiculce of bone projecting into it 
in various directions. There were no other elements than 
these to be found." The eartjlapnous deposits, aa he deli- 
neated them, had precisely the same appearance of the 
nuclei as represented hj Mr. Paget in hla .work on Surgical 
Pathology, at page 425. 
Enchondroma was first used by MuBer-to d«ien»te » 
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Mr. Paget ul)ie::ts lo ihe lust name us imng 
Tague, and it has the wUitioiLal obji-'ction of conveying Ihe 
impression that it is to s certain Jegree ft malignant growth. 
Mr. Paget has been so succtasful in his cla.'-sification of 
tumors, that 1 doubt not the class of cartilaginous tumors 
1^ wliich this is a specimen, will, in future, receive 
the distinctive title of culitsginoua tumors, or enchoQ' 

Thia disease is accurately described by Mr. Miller in bis 
Principles of Surgery, as being connected with bone, pecu- 
liar to early years, and usually attnbutable to external 
mjury. The growth, alow and painless, is most frequently 
found in the metacarpal bones and phalanges of hngers. 
The articulating cartibges are not involved, but form the 
liniiU of the srowtli in that direction ; and adjacent tumors 
have DO tendency to coalesce. Before entering upon ihe 
subject in general, let us look at the class of which this spe- 
cimen is such a perfect type. 

This growth is strictly benign, beginning within tliebone, 
and so lar as we can learn, invariably confined to childhood, 
appearing often before birtii, but never afler puberty. There 
trv about filly cases now n^iorded of this malady, all deve- 
loped before the age of hiteen ; in none was there any 
•Pliearance of malignant disease, although it has reappeared 
ftfter removal — as in Mr. Salmon's case, of which before 
dissection this specimen was a perfect copy, his being the 
right hand, this the lefl. Mr. Paget gives a sketch of it in 
his work, and speaks of it as being the most remarkable yet 
seen, having been removed from a man hfty-siz years of 
ftge, from whom, when he was sixteen years old, the fore- 
finger of the left hand was amputated ; the little finger of 
the same hand having a tumor as large as a walnut ; he has 
irregular nodules on his lefl tibia, and some enlargement 
exists at his second toe of (he same aide. There is htllo or 
no tendency to degeneration, even when, afler many years' 
duration, ulceration of the iuvesting integuments may have 
occurred ; the surroundmg textures are not involved, but 
pushed aside. Altliough attacking all parts of the skeleton. 
it is most frequently found in the metacarpal bones and 
phalanges of the fingers, yet the articulating cartilages never 
are involved in tlie disease, but form a limit to the growth, 
DccesaitstinK the formation of a number of tumoi^ on one 
hand, whicn, whatever may be their tendency, are thus 
debarred from coalescing. The growth is painless and 
usually slow, except when aroused to action by some 
exciting cause, as a blow or irritating applications, the latter 
frequently causing the integuments to slough; and where 
several tumors are developed simultaneously, they are the 
result, not of a consUlutionally malignant cause, but rather 
of " the widely ppread influence of the exciting cause, which 
in most instances is a contusion."* Nearly all the phalan- 
ges and metacarpal bones of one or both hands may be 
simultaneously attacked by this growth, frequently project- 
ing from only one side of a bone, expanding into irregularly 
round, smooth, and oval masses, elongating the lingers, and 
interfering with or totally preventing the movements of 
the joints. 

From this growth, beginning within the bone, the medul- 
lary cavity of a metacarpal bone can be filled wicli cartilage 
without changing the external appearanoe. Consequently 
the surgeon may amputate the finger where it has expanded 
into a tumor, leaving the disease above to reappear, as in 
the boy operated upon by Mr. Lawrence, who did not sup- 
pose the metacarpal bones or the second phalanges affected 
by the disease, until the operation was being performed, 
when their medullary cavities were found to be filled with 
cartilage. 

We also have the cnrtilsginoua tumor appearing upon the 
fingers external to the bone, between the bone and perios- 
teum, but these are usually isolated tumors, and may be 
removed without injury to the shafl. When this disease 
appears in other parts of the body, it takes upon itsell' new 



distinct struutkiriii 1 l,iii tiic medullary cavilv oi wiiiiih the 
bone ; 2, external to, or between the bone and periosteum ; 
and 3, among tlie sofl tissues more frequently found in the 
region of the parotid gland. 

IsL The adventitious growth is developed in the interior 
of the bone. The deftosit gradually takes place in the 
cancellous texture when the external denser portion, or 
shell, is proportionally dilated. This outer covering, though 
attenuated by the disease, would be unable to envelope the 
growth as it does, except that nature, fi^m time to time, 
supplies additional osseous matter, for a Long time maintain- 
ing its continuity. Gradually tlie bony covering becomes 
thinner, until at points it is wholly destroyed — dthongb 
retaining their smoothness and spherical shape, in many 
cases, to the touch, they become so elastic as to convey the 
impression that they contain fluid— having fiequeatly be«i 
punctured, and in one case to my knowledge, greatly 
reduced the patient by the hemorrhage. 

2d. The second variety is formed on the external surftce 
of the bone, covered only by the periosteum and other soft 
parts. It is generally met with in flat bones; the cranium, 
pelvis, or rilw; the form is less regularly spheroidal, and 
the Buriace more unequal, than in those originating withlm 
tlie bone. They are generally fastened to the natural sur- 
face by outgrowtlis of new bone. This ossification, ban- 
ning on the surface of the bone, forms an expanded base 
from which to extend into the substance of the cartilage, 
even so far as to have changed the whole cartilaginous mass 
into bona But these attachments vary as to size, some- 
times not being larger than a pipe stem. 

3d. Lastly, it may appear among the soft tissnea more 
fi-equenLly found in the region of tlie parotid glamd, but 
met with pure or mixed in the testicle, mammary gland, 
subcutaneous tissue, lungs, and soft ports near bones.* 
These may be composed of cartilage only, but a large pro- 
portion contains fibrous cartilage mixed with other tisswos; 
either wholly surrounded by tlie gland, or included In its sub- 
stance. "Bennet upon Cancerous and Cancroid Growths," 
at page 108, gives the history of a tumor affecting the 
humerus of a girl fourteen years of age, and remarks that 
true cancer of the bone and cnchondroma, so-called medul- 
lary sarcoma, as in the present case, ao closely resemble 
eadi other to the naked eye, that they always have been 
confounded.— A gun, at page 132, is described a case of this 
disease involving the ischium and pubes, where the patien't 
died without an operation, and the disease was supposed lo 
be cancer — more careful scrutiny, however, detected pecu- 
liarities which threw doubt upon this conclusion, and con- 
sequently he was induced to investigate the growth more 
thoroughly. " Sections with Valentine's knife soon proved 
that the tumor was really cartilaginous, aoAened in some 
places, and closely resembling cancer." He also moitiond 
a tumor occurring in the parotid region, fibro-cartilaginous 
in its character. He suggests that we may pos^bly find it 
in other growths and with true cancer. 

Many physicians in the city of New York will probaUy 
remember two strikingly similar cases to those given by 
Mr. Bennet — one of a young girl in the New York Hospital, 
who died exhausted with an immense tumor beginning 
in the humerus, smooth and round, with that elaatitaty 
which is so often mistaken for an accumulation of fluid or 
pus; it also ulcerated, but the part was soon covered 
by a firm cicatrix. I remember, at the autopsy, being 
struck with its light pinkish jelly-like appearance ; 
and the knife passed through it with that pecuUar CTispy 
sensation which you experience in cutting cartilaginous 
tumors. , 

The other was the " bony tiunor arising from the pelvb," 
removed by Dr. J. Kearney Rodgers, the historr of which 
he published in the New Tork Journal of July, 1839. 
" This tumor was firmly united by bone to the btjdy and 
ramus of tlie pubes, the cancellated structure of which was 
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enlfti^ed but did not project into the cavitj of the 

pelsis." The paljent died friDm the shtKk to the nervous 
Bjstem, the operation liaving been very severe and pro- 
tracted, owing to the size of the tumor. He asks if^the 
disease vte of a malignant character? From the descrip- 
tion, this tumor resembles ihoae spoken of as beginning 
cartilaginona and as they advance, Dccoming bony. With 
the knowledge acquired by tlie modem pathological and 
microscopical investigations of such men as Rokitannky, 
Miiller, Paget, and Tirchow, I think we would be justified 
in giving a favorable progaoeia in a similar case, provided 
the operation was performed before the tumor hod attained 
euch an enormous growth. 

These tumors of the hand appearing at an early age, are 
sufficiently characteristic to be easily recognised — at all 
events there Is not 80 much danger of confounding them 
with malignant disease as where they occur in other parts 
of the body upon persons further advnnced in life. When 
we come m contact with these abnormal growiha they 
almost invariably present some point of obscurity or uncei^ 
Uinty, clouded by anxiety as to their component parts. 
But these doubts are usually cleared up upon the removal 
of the mass; if not, the all-pervading eye of an intelligent 
microBcopiBt will determine whether the disease be benign 
or malign. Here it is that the charlatan plays upon the 
oreduljiy of his innocent victims — by a tedious and painful 
process destroying an innocent tumor, which, under the 
influence of chloroform, might have been removed without 
pain, in a few moments, by the hands of a skilful surgeon. 
But the evil working of iLeee men does not cease here. 
They persuade their dupe that their skill has removed a 
cancer, never to return, owing to the remedies employed. 
The patient hastens to his or bur relations to announce that 
in their family a cancer has taken root, the seeds of which 
are to be feared through every succeeding generadon, 
whereas, only a harmless mass of disease lias been removed 
without the slightest trace of cancer in it. 

Where this disease appears in odier parts of the body 
than the hands and feet, it la not so well marked, and con- 
aequently not so easily distinguished from other outgrowths. 
In such cases it does not necessarily make its first appearance 
in childhood; appearing on the contrary, at all periods, from 
early youth to advanced age. According to the above 
authors it is met with as pure carlJI^e, cartilage in the 
process of ossification, and the recurring cartilaginous tumor. 
Then we find it mixed with mahgnant disease, glandular 
tissue, imbedded in the fibro-cystic tumor of the testicle, 
fibro-recurrent and myeloid tumors. " Such combinations 
are not, I believe, imitated in the cases of any other struc- 
tures found in tumors; even those that are thus combined 
with cartilage, do no^ I tliink, combine with one another, 
if we except the cases of intra-uterine morbid growtlia. 
As yet, however, the interest tliat belongs to all these 
inquiries is scarcely more than the interest of mystery and 
of promise to future investigations."* 



Os Stphilhation. — Professor Hebra, in giving an account 
of some trials he has made of syphilization, states that 
without as yet being able to range himself either with the 
abettors or opponenta of the practice, he is enabled to say 
that his syphilitic patients, during the employment of the 
repeated inoculations of the matter of chancre, continued 
very well, and of good appearance, increased in weight, and 
gradually lost all signs of svphilitic disease. The course of 
the symptoms much resembles that which they take under 
the action of mercury or iodine, but was somewhat slower. 
A series of comparative trials with various remedies, has, 
however, convinced the author lliat for producing a rapid 
and certain cure the mercurial treatment deserves the most 
decided preference Ut all other means. — Zeitachrifi der Aertte 
zu Wien, No ix. 



LONG ISLAND COLLEGE HOSPITAL. 
ScPERNimBRiaT FmoEiis Hereditaiit for Fitb OemRA- 

TI0S8. 
[By Jim a. JOHRKiii. M.D., 8iiTg«Hi to tlw HiMpltiiL] 
The patient was a perfectly healthy well developed child. 
In addition to the number of fingers usually found, this 
child had a superfluous finger on each hand. It was at- 
tached to the outer side of the little finger about the middle 
of the first phalanx. The supernumerary fingers had nuls, 
and were attached to the little finger by a thidc pedicle ; 
on being cut off a small arterial jet was noticed. There 
was a well-developed bone in each finger the mze of that of 
the normal fingers. This was the fourth child of its pa- 
rents, all of which had supernumerary fingers except the 
second. The first child, a boy, had a supernumerary finger 
on his right hand at tlie same point as the fourUi child. 
The third child had two supernumerary finger^ one on 
each hand, and at the same point, about the middle of the 
outer side of the first phalanx of the little finger. The 
mother had one supernumerary finger on the right hand at 
the same joinL The grandmother (the mother's mother) 
had two supernumerary fingers; and the great grandmo- 
ther had two supernumerary fingers, and a portion of the 
bone of the finger which was not fully removed shows 
clearly thepoint of origitL The grandmother's brother had 
supernumerary fingers on each hand, also one of his nephews 
has the same deformity. The great-grandmother states 
that her father had the same deformity. One of the child's 
cousins has also these superfluous developments. We 
have here « deformity perpetuated through five generations 
oleariy traced. 

CoupoiTND Dislocation or a Lovo Bonb. 

[Be|wrted by B. K. Baowx, HoOM BnrgMD-I 

On the 13th insU, a boy, St. 10, was brought to me by my 
friend, Dr. Dudley, who met him in the street in great dis- 
tress and alarm, having a compound disarticulation of the 
second and third phalanges of the ring finger of the left 
hand. The cluld stated that in playing " base" the finger 
named had received the full force of the ball violently 
thrown against the digital extremity of the second phalanx, 
completely denuded to the peinosteum and protruding 
through the palmarv surface for one-fillh of an mch above 
the integument 'The third phalanx hung loosely below on 
a plane which formed an acute angle with the projecting 
end, the under surface of which was caught firmly by the 
edge of the second integument like an edge of a button-hole 
holding a button. With (he paleus upwards I passed a fillet 
of muslin around and between the connexions of the index 
aud middle fingers as a means of extension, and effected 
the reduction by manipulating with the lower phalange, 
A gutta percba spUnt was then immersed in hot water, 
neatly moulded to the dorsum of the finger, and'baadaged 
on. The result is that aheady (Aug 30th) the boy is abis 
to use the finger precisely as before the accident, their 
being a complete restitution of articulating power. 

TMs case has no more interest that than of increasing the 
number which, in modem surgery, demonstrate the error 
held by the surgeons of the past, which was, that complete 
reduction of compound luxations of the long bones (among 
the smallest of which rank the phalanges) was a dangerous 
proceeding. They advocated leaving the bone unreduced 
or amputatiotL My estimable instructor in surgery. Dr. 
Frank H. Hamilton, has shown that a section of the arti- 
cular end of the bone is in nearly every case of compound 
luxations to be preferred (o either of the above alternatives ; 
and this case shows that in compound luxations of th« 
smaller long bones no harm does ensue from an immediate 
retumof the dislocated ends to their sccuritoAwddj^,^ 
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Atlanta Meoicai, akd Sorgical JonnHAL. — SepL 

Art, I. ^nder-BiU ^- Severe Synptona and Uiijuudl 
Phenomma, by Dr. J. T. Bakks, iJriffio, Ga.— Palient, a 
boy between five and aix years of sfre, was bitten by n 
black spider near the anus; wound presenU'd a etnall, 
whit«, elevated, circular spot, without swelling or redness; 
pain lasted about ten minutes, when he was t^eized wilb 
violent paroiysma of pain in the stomach, of from ten to 
fifteen minutes' duration, followed by distinct intermissions 
of from thirty seconds to one minute ; abdominal muscles 
rigidly contracted; face and neck red ; drciilation slow and 
feeble; perspiration free; nauset with frenuent efforts to 
vomiL Treatment: Whiskey, ji- every half hour, and 
also sii or ei(;lit drops of laudanum combined with «q. 
ammoniie, until he had taken sixty or eighty drops of lauda- 
num, when the latter was suspended. The penia was now 
observed in a state of erection, and there were frequent 
ineffectual efforts to micturate; a tobacco poultice siHDn 
relieved the priapism, which returned after a cojiious How 
of urine, and continued, with few remissions, as lon<; as 
the system was under the influence of the poison. Patient 
recovered. Art. II. Clinical I^etnret, by Prof. John W. 
JoNBS, in the Atlanta Medical College. — Dentition and 
Diarrhota treated by lancing the gums; bi-esd and milk 
diet, alternated with boiled nee and hydrnrg. cum ciet. gr. 
ij. every other night. Dt/smenorrhaa artd Leucorrhaa in a 
negro woman, a^ed 38. — Recommends an emul»on of 
copaiba, tinct. iodme, and solution of nitrate of ailver, sepa- 
rately, as injections in vaginitis and leucorrhcea. Partial 
Inianily. — Negro woman was carried from Virginia to 
South Alabama, and set to work as a Qeld laborer, to which 
she was unaccustomed ; had symptoms of malarial fever, 
for which gave her large doses of quinine ; has severe 
headache, mental derangement, and Itiiors under constant 
apprehension of punishment. Imputes her condition to 
the combined influences of nostalgia and over-doses of 
quinine. Aphroditiatmvt. — Convulsions and Mental De- 
• rangttnenl in a man about 40, resulting from a blow upon 
the left parietal protuberance, fraeturine both tables of 
the skull ■ treatment, trephining. AMma. Abt. III. 
Clinical Lectures, by Dr. J. G. Wehtmoheland. — Cane of 
Nervmu Rheumalitm. Art. IT. Ethereal Tinct, VaUriaa 
in CommlsionA in Children, by 0r, B. W. Hardke, Sa- 
vannah, Ga. — The author has found valerian in this form to 
allay convulsions in young children, from whatever cause. 
Two cases are related of convulsions from (he presence of 
worms in the intestinal canal. To a child three years old 
be administered forty drops of the tincture in flaxseed tea, 
per rectum once, and six drops by the mouth every fifteen 
minutes ; and as soon as all twitoliing of tjie muscles ceased, 
thefollowingpowder8,oneeveryhour: R.hydrarg.chlor.inil, 
IfTs. iij., pulv. spiget. grs. viij. M. ft. ch. no. nj. ; the last to be 
followed by a dose of castor oil and turpenime. Other cases 
were treated in a similar manner, with slight variations. 
Trb St. Lotria Mkpical aud Suroical Journal. 

Abt. I. Muriated 'Rneture #/ Iron in Erynpdat, by Dr. 
Charles H. Unaats, Warrentown, Mo.— The cases were 
all treated with cathartics, diuretics, diaphoretics, and the 
muriated tincture of iron, in doses of forty to siity minims 
every hour, and cooling applications externally. The writer 
considers cathartics, diuretics, etc., useful in assisting nature 
to eliminate the poison from the system, and the iron is the 
#wiit qud Mm in sustaining the system whilst elimination is 
poing on, whether left, to nature or art. A point of interest 
IS, that the three severe cases reported occurred at different 
times in the same individual. Art. II. Inttriop«r> in 1i\e Rapi- 
lar I'ro/esHon of Medicine, a chapter on Ethics. Art, tiL 
Paettve Congeiliom, by C. L. Carter, M.D. Art. IV. 
Cote ofNephritig, by Dr. W. H. Mdboroi-e, Clark Co., Mo. 

ClTARLBSTOM MeDIOAL JoiTRNAL A\0 ReVIKW. Sept. 

Art, L Post-Partum Hemorrhagi, by Dr. T. 0. Thomas, 
— A lecture delivered in tlie University Medical College; 



le physiological processes, the successive 
isolation of the different senses, and t!ie pol""" '' 
fur 
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Obstelriccd Coats, by Dr, T. P. Bailet, 
North Sanlee, S,C. — The fifth case was one of arm presen- 
tation, delivery being accomplished with great difficulty 
during violent uterine contractions; pelvic abscess super- 
vened ; but the patient recovered by the aid of tonics^ 
nutritious diet, and a good constitution. Art. IQ. Jle»idU 
of tome lietearekea on Hyptiolism, by Drs. Dehabiicat and 
GiRAun-TuLON, by William Mobs, M,D., of Philadelphia.— 
The observations which obtained any result were females, 
most of whom were affected witli some uterine disease ; no 
result being obtained fiom ob,servations made upon males 
and healthy females. They arrive at tlie conclusion tliat 
"hypnotism can seldom or never be used as anantestbettc,' 
that it may relieve certain neuralgias or nervous attacks; 
thiit its really valuable properties have been liiUierto unob- 
tlie resemblance between many of its manifeeta- 
' successive 
auxiliaries 
have acquired in these properties for further researches 
m the workings of tlie mcntiil faculties" 

New Orleans Msn. News and Hospital Gaiettk. — Sept 
Art. I. — Cntei of Pneumonia at the Charity Uospital. By 
Austin Flint, If.D. — Sixteen cases are reported, nine of 
which were fatal, and all complicated. Of the fatal cases, 
the complications were of pericarditis, four ; delirium 
tremena four; yellow fever, one; in one case, parotiditis 
and typhoid symptoms, and in one, delirium tremens and 
pericarditis were combined as complications ; and in several 
instances the pneumonia supervened upon some previous 
illness. In six of the fatal cases, either the entire right 
lung or the upper and lower lobes were involved ; In one 
the lower lobe of the right, in one the lower lobe of the 
left, and in one tlie upper lobe of the right lung; of the 
three latter, two were complicated with delirium tremens, 
and one with parotiditis and typhoid symptome. The fatal 
result is supposed to be due to the complications rather 
than the pneumonia, from observations made upon six 
cases, in four of which tlie pulse did not rise above 120 in 
a minute, in one case not over 100, and in the other it was 
1S2 when admitted. The res|)iratiuns did not exceed in 

one, 40 per minute. The complications in most of the 
cases, wei* developed when the patients first came under 
observation, and the treatment was sustaining. "Thecs-scs 
in which a fatal result did not take place, are of interest as 
furnishing illustrations of recovery under circumstances 
investing the disease with a degree of danger which does 
not belong to it intrinsically." The complications were, 
one, pericarditis; one, dysentery : two, broncliitis: one, 
delirium tremens ; one, plJebitJs, aflecting the femoral vein ; 
one, fracture of the ribs. Other unfavorable circumstances 
accompanied some of the cases, one havii^g travelled on foot 
for several days, sleeping on the ground at night ; one had 
suffered from intermittent, and syphilis ; one hod been in 
iU health for two years, and one was preceded for several 
days with dysentery ; in two cases the inflammation ex- 
tended over tbe entire left lung, in one over the entire 
right, in one over the lower lobes of both, in three the 
lower lobe of the left. In one case the pulso reached 144 
per minute; in one, 140; in one, 134; the respirations 
reached in one to C8; intwo,40; in one, 36; and in two, 
32. The same general plan of treatment was pursued as 
in the fatal ca.ses, and even the uncomplicated ca^esdid not 
require depress! ng^meaaures. Art. II. Ciae of ^>erma- 
iorrhaa. By F. Forminto, Jr.— The case was accom- 
panied by serious symptoms of gastric disturbance, impair- 
ment of vision, etc., and after resisting various genera] 
remedies, was at length radically cured by cautenxing the 

f.trt and tlie frequent use of tlie cold hip bath. Art. 
II. TitanitJ. — In the opinion of the writer, (rwnuM 
nancenUum is peculiaily a disease of the negro, appear- 
ing at times in an epidemic form, and is tliought to origi- 
" " • -■ •■ about the cord — probably some delect 
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in cutting or dreseing. Soma adopt the coaWim of pving 
the child one grata of calomel at one day old, and touching 
the cut surface of the cord TCi(h turpentine, and clum to 
have obvinled Uie disease. It occurs moat frequently io 
warm, damp weather of wintor and spring, the exciting 
cause being probably pniaon generated in the wound. 
Tetanic Rpaams from teething, worms, etc., are curable or 
abate spontaneously; but tbe writer haa never cured acase 
of well developed traumatic tetanua, and is not sure that 
he ever obvial«d one. He has seen more cases from bums 
about the chest and abdomen than all other accidents, next 
from laceratJona in machinery, lost from amputations. 
Among over a hundred instances of persona running nails 
into their feet, of all sizes and to all depths, he never saw 
tetanus follow, the hole generally ia enlarged and doasila of 
lint or cotton, saturated with turpentine, thrust in. The 
disease once developed, be knows of no reliable remedy. 

The Cbicaoo Mkdioai. Eiamhjer. — Sept. 
Art. I. Inflammatory A^tiaiw of ike Female Breast. 
By PnoF. W. H. Byford, of Chicago.— Term " Milk Ab- 
scess" should be confined to inflammation and suppuration 
of the distended milk reservoirs, depending upon some 
obstruction in the nipple tubei dischargmg a mixture of milk 
and pus, resulting often in milk fistulic, but never in those 
deep ungovernable sinuses that sometimes (rouble us in 
glandular inflammation. In treatment, the writer recom- 
mends the early employment of the prophylactic means 
usually applied to the nipple, especially light covering and 
frequent exposure to the air, both during pregnancy and 
lactation. Simple abrxeions and fine chaps are best treated 
with mucilaginous applications or mild ointment ; if deep 
Qssnrea exist, the sides may be pressed closely together, and 
a thick layer of collodion applied ; astringents and stimulants 
aiiraissible only when ulcerations have become chronic. 
We begin the treatment of milk abscess by rectifying any 
malformation of tJie nipple, either congenital or aoquirea, 
Ifafl difficulty often being due to tliis source, either constrict- 
ing the tubes or causing them to bend at such an angle as 
to prevent the free egress of milk, and often requiring treat- 
ment during prefjnancy. When inflammation has fairly 
begun, our Bmt object is to keep the reservoirs empty, the 
mouth of the adult being the best means, as it is able to vary 
the pressure and force to suit the tenderness of the part ; 
then follow meaeures calculated to suppress the secretion, 
of which belladonna ointment, if carried Co a sufficient ex- 
tent to produce its characteristic effects upon the system, 
seems to have acquired the most renown ; cold applications 
to the part affected, occasional saline cathartics, and small 
doses of iodide of potassium. Glandular inflammation, if 
seen early, may be reheved by warm fomentations, followed 
by venesection, and veraL viride, with calomel and morphia, 
the antiphlogistic treatment being contjnued until suppura- 
tion is evident; well regulated pressure, as encasing the 
whule gland in collodion, and if suppuration has occurred, 
early evacuation of the pua, and if troublesome sinuses are 
fonned, the injection of iodine. The contents of milk 
abscess should be evacuated early by a small opening, and if 
a fistula remains it may be closed by occasional application 
of nitrate of silver in pencil. 

Art. II. Noia on Surgical Caut. By Dr. E. Ahprews, 
Prof. Surg, in Lind University. "Rdipa «arxi» and vaigui 
in the lamepaliaii. — Operated first for varus, by dividing the 
tendo-achillis, and tendon of tibialis anticus, then a crucial 
inci^on over the esternal malleolus, and with a saw resect- 
ing tlie ankle joint, removing the lower part of the fibula 
and tibia and upper part of the astragalus ; erysipelas super- 
vening was treated with tr. iodine and ice externally, and 
tr, ferri mur. internally. Next, operated on the other foot 
for valgus by dividing Uie tendons of the three peronei 
muscles, and the external lateral ligament of the ankle, 
forcing the foot into its proper position and confining it by 
appropriate dressings. Cataract; operation by solution. 
Aot. JIL Poitoning by Laudanum. By Dr. H. Wardner. 



distance of three or four feet, and continued at inter- 
vnls of ten to twenty minutes. Art. IV, Paraplegia. 
By Dr. J, Cerp, Wheeling, III. — Treated by magnetic 
electricity, strychnine, and vesication ; patJent entirely 
recovered. Art. V. Cftntcoi Report. Service of D. N. 
S. Davis, — Chrimie Dyienttry of over a year's dura- 
tion. This may depend upon a thickened and indurated 
condition of the mucous membrane, local ulceration of 
the intestinal canal, often the sequel of typhus or typhoid 
fevers, or tubercular deposit in the mucous membrane of the . 
intestinal canal, each condition modifying the treatment 
Typhoid Jtver. Attention is called to tlie dia^osia between 
paroxysmal cases of continued, and those of tiue remittent 
or malarious fever, a case of the former given and its treat- 
ment with blue mass, quinine, turpentine, and opium ; 
engorgement of the lungs occurring, brandy punch was 
freely administered with injury to the patient, when a mix- 
ture of Btrychniue, nit. acid, and tr. opii was substituted 
with nuti'itious diet, upon which the patient improved. 
Prof. D. arranges the grave caaee of typhus and typhoid 
fever into four classes, viz. those in which life is endan- 
gered from direct failure of the cerebral functions; those in 
which the most alarming symptom is feebleness of the 
heart's action, from early tendency to softening of its mus- 
cular structure ; those in which respiration is impured fi-om 
engorgement, etc., and those in which life is endangered 
from disease and disorganization of the mucous membrane 
of the intestines. The first class of cases are the only ones 
in which he has observed any beneficial results from alco- 
holic stimulants. 



Tre Marshall Hall Trbathiht of thi Drowhio. — 

The philosophic method of treatment of the apparently 
drovmed which Marshall Hall bequeathed as the last great 
legacy of his genius and philanthropy meets daily with new 
and successful application in cases of accident, and often 
succeeds moat in restoring life where it is apparently extinct 
The National Life-Boat Institution, clearly perceiving th« 
vast importance of any improved method for restoring ani- 
mation to the apparently drowned, and puzzled by the ob- 
stinate adherence of the Royal Humane Society to their 
old and imperfect system, of which Marshall Hall clearly 
demonstrated the inefficiency in these pages, sought the 
opinion, by a circular, of the moat eminent meduial men 
and medical bodies in this country and on the continent 
They received the favorable opinions of three hundred 
medical practitioners in Aia country, and of the principal 
medical societjea here and abroad, in regard to Marshall 
Ball's method, now so universally adopted throughout the 

Srofession, and ao often the means of saving life. These 
irections have therefore been extensively circulated by the 
Society throughout the United Kingdom and in the colonies. 
They are also, in use in her Maiesty's fleet. Three cases 
have just been reported, in which five persons apparently 
dead have, after long submersion, been successfully treated 
by the Marshall EUll method and restored to conscious- 
ness. Two of them occurred to bathers in Tictoria pork. 
It is a high merit of this method that its simple rules admit 
of being practised instantly by an improfessional person 
until medical aid can be obtained. It was thus that in these 
instances life was restored by a awimming-master and by 
some siulors respectively. In one instance, the person saved 
was picked up from a capsized boat at sea, and was success- 
fully restored to consciousness by the sulora while bring- 
ing him ashore. It was believed that if these means had 
not been employed during the time occupied in reaching 
the shore, he would have been past recovery. These (acts 
proclaim their own importance ; and while tn« medical pro- 
fession can hope to bestow boons of such value on hnmsnilr, 
it may expect to retain its hold on the esteem and gratitudo 
of mankind. — LanoeL 
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SCHOOLS OF PHARMACY. 
Second only in rank of importance to the subject of medical 
education, ia that of pbarmaceutical education, if, indeed, 
ii»j caa vith propriety be conNdered as separate eubjects. 
If Dot inseparable io eTerything except name, \hey are at 
least 80 Tery closely allied that collateral influences affect- 
ing the one invariably exert equal and similar effect upon 
the other. The object of either aoience bebg to perfect 
the resulting art, it is in tJie practical application — the 
applied science — the practice of medicine and the practice 
of pharmacy — wherein the close relationship and mutual 
dependence is so palpable that it can scarcely escape any 
ordinary understanding. What is the practice of medicine 
without the materials bj which its ^ms and objects are 
mainly reached, which matarials pharmacy alone perfects 
and supplies? The answer is that it can be little else 
than a valuable system of hygiene, which, failing from the 
numerous accidental causes which interfere with human 
health and life, leaves oidy barren expectantism, or some 
other more patent form of extravagance or quackery. 
What is the practice of pharmacy without the practice of 
medicine for its legitimate dependence ? The answer is, 
but quackery again — soda water and patent medicinea in 
the main, or toilet and fancy articles at best. When, or 
whilst the Btaodard of medical education is low, that of 
phamiaoeutical education cannot be elevated, because the 
art of pharmaoy depends upon and is maintained by the 
ut of medicine. On the other hand, whilst the standard 
of pharmaceutical education ia low, the science, and conse- 
quently the art, of medicine, cannot be duly progressive, . 
because the progress of both the science and art depends 
npoa ranltiplied observation and experience, and such 
obserratioD and experience must be inaccurate, unreliable, 
and uncertain, However multiplied or accumulated, when 
based upoa the uncertain grounds of unscientific, iDad, or 
ignorant pharmacy. For instanoe, what are practical obser- 
vations upon the thar^Mutic action of digit^ or mercury 
with chalk, worth, no matt«r how accurately made, or how 
far multiplied, so long as pharmacy fails to control the 
source, time of collecting, portion qf the plant used, mode 
of preservation, mode, manner, age, and strength of the 
preparation used in the case of the digitalis; or the quality 
and proportion of materials, mode of preparation, and 
mode of preservation of the mercury with chalk. If there 
be uncertainty, or want of due uniformity in these agents 
the whole chain of eSecla and results which follow in 
dependence upon them may be rational enough as a train 
of ioduotive reasonii^, but from being based upon a vary- 
ing imd uDcertain starting-point, can have no, or but little, 
gweral or accumulative value, and the observations must 
begin again upon each new caae, because low standards of 
pharmsii^ continually supply varying bases of observatioa 
The sooioee of uncertainty in practical medicine from 
hidden causes, latent influences, and the various snbtie and 
iasorutaMe modifications of the vital powers, are certainly 



sufficient, and sufficiently beyond the control of the present 
state of science, to warrant those who devote themsrivee 
to the professions of medicine and pharmacy, in an eameat, 
joint, and harmonious action, to remedy this fruitful 
source of error and uncertainty ; and to stem the eui^ 
rents which are driAJng medicine and pharmacy — two 
branches of the same common stock — wider and wider 
apart, to wreck both upon the various forms of ismatic 
quackery. 

Those in the profession of medicine who sneer and look 
downward upon pharmacy — and tliere are many such — who 
wrap their mental arms around themselves and say, "What 
a great, what a scientific man I am ; how can I aswciate 
with a mere apothecary; I deal with Latin books and 
human life, he with castor-oil and Nipences ; I am the 
master, he my servant, to execute my commands; I can 
have nothing in common with him upon any terms of 
equality or respect," — make a great and fatal mistake. 
These are they who stand most in need of an elevated tone 
and standard of medical education. 

Those in the pharmaceutical profession — and they arc 
not less numerous — who say, " I don't care for the doctors ; 
their pretended science is all cl^trap; I can make more 
money from my ' Elixir of Garus,' 'Elixir of Bark,' ' Feirated 
Tincture of Bark,' ' Diarrhoea Cordial,' ' Life Bitters,' or fium 
my soda fountain and brandy synips, or even off my hair 
and nail brushes, than I am ever likely to make oft them — 
these abo, as pharmaceutists, make a mistake no leas &tal 
to tiie tiTie progress of medicine and pharmacy. But the 
misfortune is that these mistakes, in common with most 
forms of unscrupulous quackery, generally lead to a pecu- 
niary advantage, and that when attempts are made to 
elevat« the standard of education, or any other standard 
which interferes with or obstructs these direct roads to 
pecuniary gain, the attempts must be earnest, weQ sustained, 
and enduring, and more than all, must be made in that 
liberal spirit and tone which alone is well adapted to 
scientific research and improvement. Let those now enters 
bg, or about to enter the professions of medicine and 
pharmacy, adopt and preserve this liberal spirit, and let 
them take the profession of medicine as a whole — pharmacy 
and all. Let them be not only fostered and qipreciated ba 
an unit, but be taught and learned as such. Those in 
either profession whose sole oliject ia money, may be safdy 
allowed to pursue their chosen course so long as Ute honor- 
able exceptions to their rule are so numerous, provided 
thb latter class wilt earneBtly lend the aid of their moral 
force and example carefully and steadfasUy in the right 
direction only. As it is the rising generation in medical 
adences, as well as in common life, upon whom so much 
of the tone and progress of ti\e future depends, all must 
look with intereet and solicitude to the education of the 
rising generation as lit clement of true and enduring pro- 
gress. Tuition is offered to this rising generation, and the 
seed thus sown is commonly good, though insuCBdent 
But it should be home in mind that some of the seed 
indiscriminately sown must fall on barren soil, and much 
more on soil not properly prepared for healthful, vigorous 
germination. To make such sowing available in the future 
harvest, belongs to the owner of the soil. The sohods, at 
present at least, can do little else than Io supply and direct 
the means by which men make fliemselves more or less 
proficient; and as all true and honorable success in lif« 
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d^>eDds mainly upon the proDciency wbich men attain in 
their various avocations, the whole matter culminatea at 
the angle point — that in all ranks of science, as in common 
life, men owe their cultivation and progress mainly to 
themeelves; and much less of this status to any given 
amount of natural capaalj, than to honest industry in the 
pmsnit of knowledge. 



THE WEEK. 

A coSTBovEBSY is DOW in progress betwceon the powers 
that be at the Quarantine station, which is a ludicrous tri- 
angular conflict to determine the question of supremacy 
over the desolated Marine Hospital grounds. As the daily 
papers have published the correspondence of the pnrties 
concerned, we hope that the controversy will tend to con- 
vince the public of the important fact that our Quarantine 
laws admit of such variable and conflicting interpretations 
that they must be recast and simplified. It appears tliat 
the preeent imbroglio commenced upon a question of juris- 
diction and proprietorship — not of the premises as Quaran- 
tine grounds, which those premises long since ceased to be 
— but of the produols and usage of the soil of that notable 
spot. The Commiasioners of Emigration claim, what is 
certainly their right and duty aa the trustees and custodians 
of that costly thirty-acre lot, that the products of that 
ground cannot legally be disposed of without their 
^pruvaL We regret to sec that a course iiaa been pur- 
sued by the physicians wliich certainly cannot be sustained 
under the existing statutes. Not only is the Marine Hos- 
pital an obsolete institution— entirely unused, and utterly 
incapable of being re-opened under existing laws, but by 
no existing law or former precedent could either the phy- 
sician of Marine Hospital or the Health Officer exercise 
such control aa haa recently been attempted. As we un- 
derstand the questions in dispute, the Emigration Board 
have simply attended to their duty in forbidding trespass 
upon the products of the grounds. With the duties of the 
Medical Officers tliat honorable Board has not interfered. 
If the controversy is to be protracted, let the public be 
informed that its otjects have no reference to the protec- 
tJon of the pubhc health. It is time that the public as well 
as our profession were fully awake to the importance of a 
thorough reform of the Sanitary system of the city and 
port of New York. Never was there a better time lor 
eSbcting a reformation of the external health laws tl^an the 
present — while an honest man like Dr. Gunn is Health 
Officer. And notwithstanding the tricks of partisan huck- 
sters who will continue to bobter up the existing system, 
the profession will look to Db. Gunn for a bold and manly 
advocacy of a (hoiough reconstruction and simplification 
of Quarantine laws. Until such a reform is eSected, the 
"irrepressible conflict" of partisan and personal interests 
against the interests of the public wilt be continued. It is 
fortunate that for once the " war at Quarantine" has not 
resulted in burning and pillage. But the people may now 
justly protest sgninst a system of management which is so 
complicated that " the three powers" are brought into 
inevitable collision on the simple question of jtiris- 
diction of the garden sauce, in the legal protection of 
which, gate-keeper Doyle, a favorite old soldier of Oen. 
Scott, was incontinently thrust into prison on the Sebbatb 
day. 
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SCHOOLS OF PnARMACT. 

PniLADILPtlU COLLSOB OF PniRIUOT. 

Fortieth Sessiov, 1860-61. — The lectures in this insti- 
tution will commence on Monday, October lat, and ter- 
minate about the 1st of March. 

QuAUPicATioNB FOR Gr*dcatton. — Evcry person upon 
whom a diploma of this college shall ba conferred, must be 
of gtKMl moral character, must have arrived at the age of 
twenty-one yeara,have attended two coursesof eachof the 
lectures delivered in the cdlege, or one course in the ool- 
lege, and one course in some other respectable college of 
pharmacjf ; or when there it no ruch college organized in Am 
locality, in some other re^tteCable [medical] inttUuimi in 
vihicli the lOTM branches are tavght ; and have served out 
an apprenlicesliip of at least four years, with a person or 
persons qunjitied to conduct the Drug or the Apothecary 
business; aileagt three ytare and three monlhto/tehichmttst 
have eaj>ired bafort the examinatiim — of which circumstance 
he muBtproduce sufficient evidence to the Board of Exami- 
ners. He shall also be required to produce an original dis- 
sertation, or thesis, npon some subject of the materia medica, 
pharmacy, chemistry, or one of tlie branches of science im- 
mediately connected therewith, which shall be written with 
The thesis, with the evidence of 



neatnes-i and accuracy. The thesis, with the evidence of 
apprenticeship and diploma fee, shall be deposited with the 
senior profesaor of the school, on or before ihe 2(Mh of 
February, of the session in which the application shall be 
made. He must also be. recommended in writing- by the 
committee of examination and the professors jointly, and if 
his application be finally approved of by the board of trus- 
tees, he shall receive the diploma of the college. 

The regular examination for the deoree shall take place 
M»rch pievioua to the meeting of the board of trusteea. 
second examination will be held when required, in the 



month of June, of which those students, who may not have 
accomplished their term of service at tlie regular examina- 
tion (and otlier qualified appUcante) may avail themselves. 

Students who have previously matriculated, and all who 
are apprenticed to members of the college, are exempt from 
the matriculation fee, but they most invariably obtain the 
matriculation ticket before Uie commencement of each 
course. Gradualee and members of the college, and all 
students who have paid for two lijll courses of instruction 
in the coilece, are admitted to Ihe lectures gratuitously. 

Fees. — Matriculation fee (paid but once to the Secretaij), 
(2; (eepayable to each of the Professors, $8; Diploma fee, 
»5. 

New York Colleoe of PoARUAcr. 

The attention of students and of all others interested in 
the progress of Pharmaceutical science, is invited to the 
prospectus of the lectures to be delivered under the auspices 
of the New York College of Pharmacy, during the months 
of November to March next, inclusive. 

The Chemical Lectures will be given as hitherto by Prof 
R. O. Doremus (17th of Oct.), whose name is a sufficient 
guarantee for a thorough course of instruction. 

The course on Materia Medica. Botany, and Practical 
Pharmacy will continue in Ihe lianas of Prof G. E Thurber, 
whose lectures during the three past seasons have given 
such unqualified satisfaction to large classes. 

Fees. — For either Course separately, |10; for the two 
Courses, $15 ; Diploma fee, $5. 

MaRTIiAHD CoLLECB of PHARHACr. 

Lewis H. Stfiiner, M.D., Chemistry; Francis Donaldson, 
M.D., Materia Medica ; Israel J. Graham, Pharmacy. 

The third annual Course (1858-9) of Lectures will com- 
mence Oct. 20, and terminate March 1. 
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ORADnxTLOH. — Attendance upon two full Courees of Lee- , 
turea in & respectable College of Pharmitcy, the last of i 
wbich Bliall be in tliia College ; good moral cliaract«r ; the 
age of twenty-one years; the apprenticeship of four years [ 
to the drug and apothecary business; the presentation of , 
an original thesis on some subject conoecUMl with the | 
branches taught here, and the passin;; of an examination be- 
fore the FacSly anil Committee of Trustees, \ 

Fibs. — For each Profi-ssor's Ticket, $8; Matriculation 
Ticket (paid but once), $2 ; Graduation, $8. 

GaiCAOO COLLKQE OF PuARMACV, 

James V. Z. Blaney, M.D., Chemimry ; F. Bcammon, M.D., | 
Fhu'macy ; Jolm H. Baucb, M.D., Malaria Medica. ; 

The annual Course of Li-ctures will commence Wednes- 



day erenini, Nov, 9, and continue twenty weeks. The 
lectures wiil be delivered on Monday, Wednesday, and 
Friday evenings. 

Oradcatiok. — Bnch candidate must be of good moral 
character; must have attended two full courses of lectures 
on the branches tauglit here, the last of which must be in 
this College; must serve four years in tlie drug or apothe- 
cary business (three ycnrs and Llirec months of which must 
have elapsed prior to examination) ; must produce an ori- 
ginal the»4 on some subject of tiie Materia Medica, Phar- 
macy, or Chemistry, or of an allied bmoch of science ; and 
must pass an examination before the Professors acid a Com- 
mittee of the Trustees. 

Fbes. — MatricuUtion fee, paid but once to the Treasurer, 
12; fee paynbte to each of the Profeseors, S6; Di|>lo- 
ma fee, payable to tlie Treasurer, $5. The ilatriculation 
fee wilt not be coUect«il from the assistants of the members 
of this College. 



INSTITUTIONS 



CLIKICAL ISaTBi;CTION 18 GIVEN, AKD TUB MRDICAI. COL- 
LBOIS WHICH HAVB ACCESS TO TUEU. 

AUGUSTA, GA. 
Medical Collbob or Georoia. 
Jacksoh Street Hospitai. and Scroical Inhrmart. — 
This Institution is an establishment for the Treatment of 
Surj/tttU and Chronic Di»tatt$, and for the accommodation 
of Negro Patients, during and a^er surgical operations. 
From the relations of the medical officers to the Medical 
College of Georgia, a deep interest is felt in its Classes, and 
they have therefore established, with the approbation of the 
faculty, a Surgical and Medical Clinia and when consistent 
with propriety, and the interests of the patient, will afford 
Students the opportunity of attending lectures in the com- 
modious Lecture Room connected witli the building, and of 
seeinglhe operations performed here during the wmter. 



BALTIMORE, MD. 



CliNiCAL IssTRCCTiON. — Thc Baltimore Infirmary, con- 
taining one hundred and fifty beds, is under the immediate 
eontrot o{ tha Faculty, and daily instruction is given at the 
bedside by the Professors of Surgery and of the Principles 
and Practice of Medicine. A limited number of Students 
will be permitted to reside in the Institution, as Clinical 
Assistants, and no candidate can receive his degree unless 
he produce evidence of his regular attendance at the Hos- 
pital 

BOSTON, MASS. 



BUFFALO, N. Y. 

Buffalo Hidical Oollbob. 

finrrALO Hospital, Sis^»b of CnAiuTr. 

CHARLESTON, S. C. 

CnABUSTOH MiDICAL CoLLIOB. 

RopiR Hospital. — The Hospital is open to patients o( 
both sexes. Operations are performed there in the pre- 
sence of the students. Clinical lectures are delivered twice 
a week; and students are allowed to visit the hospital every 
day during the morning visit of the physician, on the pay- 
ment of the Hospital fee. The histoir of every case, its 
symptoms, diagnosis, treatment and daily progress from the 
time of admission, arc recorded in a book kept for thc pur- 
pose in a place conveniently accessible. In short, every 
effort 18 made to assist the student in acquiring a practic^ 
knowleilge of hisprofession. Obstetrical casesarefumisfaed 
the students, when this can be done with propriety, under 
the immediate direction of the Surgeon of the Institution. 
At a meeting of the Faculty, held on the 2lBt of April, it 
was resolved, tliat it be made obligatory upon candidates 
for graduation to present ticketsof attendance on the Roper 
Hospital during one term, they being charged according to 
tlie rates established by tlie Board, viz. for six monthf^ 
five dollars, and for twelve months, ten dollars, and this 
arrnugement to continue in operation one year or more at 
the pleasure of the Faculty. 

HARrai HosprTAL. — The plan of instruction pursued by 
the physician is as Ibllows : — The general principles of Pa- 
thology, medical and surgical, and of therapeutics, are 
dwelt upon ; and their application to individual cases 
pointed out. The examination of pntients b conducted 
very cnrefidly, organ after organ being interrogated, and 
the results summed up and presented to the sludenla, who 
are requested to determine the nature, seal, etc., of the dis- 
ease. The nature of the disease, its extent, etc^ ascer- 
tained, the indications of treatment are pointed out, and 
the means by which they are to be fulfilled, explained. The 
proper choice of remedial agents, being a matter of great 
consideration, is enforced. 

Wahd in the Roper HosprrAL. — Tlie Faculty, with a view 
of extending the opportunities already possessed, have • 
certain number of beas in the adjoining Roper Hospital, for 
the reception of patients requiring surgical assistance. By 
the conveniences they have been able to furnish for the re- 
ception of palients, a valuable addition has been made to 
the Burgicafpractice of tlie city. The operations are per- 
formed before the class, and they have opportunities of 
being made lamiliar with tlie subsequent treatment, 

CHICAGO, ILL. 
Rtjsn Medical Golleoe. 
Med. Dept. Lind Univ. 
Merct Hospitau — " During the year ending Augtiat 1, 
I860, there were admitted into the Hospital of the Sisters 
of Mercy, 282 patients; of whom 204 were admitted into 
the medical wards, and 78 into thc surgical. The Hos- 
pital is under the cWge of Prof. E. Andrews, in the Surp- 
cd department, and Prof. N. Davis, in the medical. During 
the lecture season of the Medical Colleges of this city, 
clinical instruction is given in the wards of the Hospital 
from eight to nine o'clock every week-day morning, and 
three mornings per week all thc rest of tlie year; thus 
constituting it a continuous school of practical instruction. 
The price of tickets for admission to tiie clinical instruction 
is $6, and the ticket is good for the whole year. Patients 
I are received imd treated, both in the medical and surgical 
I wards, from any part of the country, on the rayment of 
i from $3 to $5 per week for their board, according to the 
I ward they occupy. 

The CiTT Hospital. — This is (he general homital of tlie 
city. Its wards contain a great variety of Medical and 
Surgical diseases, including many arising from accidents. 
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It is well conslructciJ, wilh all the modern improvements, 
and affords every facility for Clinic^ study and observation. 
Tbe medical and Bur);icol depertmenlj) will be under the 
care of Dre. Rosa and Amerraan respectively. 

The Citt DcspKKaARr, in the North Division of Chicago, 
and the City Hospital Dispensary, are Institutions for the 
poor. A very large number of patients, especially women 
and children, are treated annually at these insUtutions, 
affording the student an extensive field for tlie observation 
of all diseases peculiar to this class of palienta 

Tas CniciQo CiiAarrABLE ErE ams Ear IimRUART — 
This Institution has been in successful operation for nearly 
two yeare. One hundred and fifteen patients were treated 
by the sut^ona lost year, and one hundred and twenty-."ix 
during the first seven months of the present year. The 
InGrmary affords the best opportunities in the city for Cli- 
nical instruction in diseases of the Eye and Elar, as also in 
the use of the ophthalmoscope and nuriscope. 

BoAKD or SuROEONS — CoiuulUng Surgemit. — Prof. Daniel 
Brainard, M.D, Prof. Joseph W. Freer, M.D. Attending 
-Edward L. Holmes, M.D., Wm. H. Balteell, M.D. 

LOUISVILLE, KY. 



NASH7ILLB, TENN. 



Shelbt Medical College. 

SHBj.Br College CLiwioAi. Infirmary and Cm- Hospital. 
Medical Officers. — tSurgeons: Thoman L. Maddin, M.D., 
Daniel K Cliffe, M.D. 

Visiting Physicians: Daniel F. Wright, M.D. ; John H. 
Callender, M.D. ; J. J. Abemathy, M.D. ; John P. Ford, 
M.D.i H. M. Compton, M.D. 

The commodious residence of the late Henry Hill, 
erected with a view to secure the largest amount of com- 
Tort and ventilation, has, by extensive additions, been fitted 
up for Iloepital purposfs, in iinmedbte contiguity with the 
buildings of Shelby Medical College. By contract witi the 
corporation of Nashville, this institution accommodates all 
tie indigent sick of the city ; also, by contract with the 
Collector ofthe port of Nashville, it receives nil tlio marine 
pabenls of that port. Besides this, the otficers in charge of 
it have made arrangements for the accommodation oi any 
number of private patients, whether under their own treat- 
ment or tliat of other phjMcians. 

NEW ORLEANS, LA. 
UNivERsrrr of Locisiama. 
New Obleaks Medical School. 

Chabitt Hospital.— This is one of tJie largest hoepitals 
in the world, and is open lo students at all hours. 

NEW YORE. 
CoLLEOE or Phtsicians and Scroeons. 
Univehbitt Medical College. 
New York Mrdical Colliqk. 
New York Hospital. 
Snrgrnnt.—Qnriioa Buck, M.D,; John Watson, M.D. ; 
Thaddeus M. Halsted, M.D.; Thomas M. Markoe, M.D.; 
WiUard Parker, M.D.: Geo. A. Peters, M.D. 

PAi/mnaTu.— Joseph M. Smith, M.D. ; Henry D. Bulkley, 
M.D. ; John H. Griwom, M.D. ; Thomas F. Cook, M.D. 

The Hospital buildings in the city consist of three sepa- 
rate large slone edifices, which can contain, togetlier, above 
four hundred paiienti without nny crowding, and are 
capable of being made able to accommodate about five 
hundred. 

The whole number of persons who received the benefits 
ofthe New York Ilospitol, as medical or surgicd patienO, 
during the year 1859, waa 2,816. Of this number there 



have been cured, 1,771 ; Relieved, 269 ; Dischat^red at their 
own request, 140; Discharged as improper objeela, 13; 
Died, 315. 

Of the cnses under Hospital treatment in 1869, 1826 
were surgical, and 991 medical — being nearly one-half more 
surgical Uian medical coses. Of tbe 1826 sui^oal cases (^ 
the last year, 1035 were from fractures, serious contuaionfi, 
burns, and otlier injuries arieing from eudden casualties. 

The report for 1859 states that tbe New York Hospital 
continues, as it lias done for more than sixty years, to asust 
the great ohjecls of medical science and instruction, by giv- 
ing fiicilities for attendance on its practice to the students of 
the several medical schools in this city, and also to gradu- 
ated physicians from other pai-ts of the Stale, many of whom 
avail iliemselves of (lie improvement in practice afforded 
by obseri'aiion of the variety and severity of disease in a 
large IIo!>pital. The library, conGned to medical learning 
and ehcniistry, natLral history, and other sciences immedi- 
ately connected with or bearing upon llie healing art, is 
open to the same class of medical inquirers. It is managed 
by a joint committee from the Governors and the Piiysi- 
cions nnd Surgeons of the Institution. It is now rich in 
its special department, and contains above 6,000 volumes, 
to which new medical and scientific publications of reputa- 
tion are added, as far as the means devoted lo this object 
will allow. 

Above twenty years ago, the formation of a Patholo- 
gical Cabinet was begun. It was formed from the remark- 
able cases of morbid anatomy which occurred in the prac- 
tice of the Hospital, and it has increased regularly and 
rapidly in extent, variety, and value, for the purposes of 
science and professional instruction. It is under the imme- 
diate care ol a curalor, and the several physicians who have 
successively filled that place have each of them lell memo- 
rials of skill and fiilelity. It has albo received additions 
from other sources than tbe Hospital pnictice; and being 
now well arranged in a spacious and commodious out-build- 
ing, it is consulted with great advantage. 



Bellevcb Hospttau 



r 2Ctu street, e 



D H ATRICCUTED 



Cansvlling Phyndntit, — John W. Francis, M.D,; Isaac 
Wood, M.D. 

ConiulUng Surgeons. — Valentine Mott, M.D. ; Alexander 
H. Stevens, M.D. 

Vititing Physiriant. — Alonzo Clork, M.D. ; Beni. W, 
McOready, M.D, ; Isaac B. Taylor, M.D. ; George T. Elfiot, 
M.D. ; B. Fordyce Barker, M.D. ; Alfred L. Loomis, M.D. ; 
John W. Green, M.D. ; Theodore G. Thomai M.D. 

ViniUng .Suryroni.—l antes R. Wood, M.D.; Lewis A, 
Sayre, M.D.; John J. Crane, M.D. ; Stephen Smith, M.D.; 
Willard Parker, M.D. ; Alexander B. Moll, M.D. ; Carl Theo. 
Meier, M.D.; John W. S. Gouley, M.D.; William H. 
Church, M.D. 

The resident Staff of Physicians and Surgeons is com- 
posed of twenty-one young medical men. The selection of 
these officers by first advertising the existence of vacancies 
in tbe resident staET, and then allowing a free competition 
of candidates before an Examining Committee, has secured 
to the hospital the best talent in the medical schools. 

Number of patients admitted from January 1st to Decem- 
ber 31st, 1859, 8,801 1 bom, 388 ; total for tlie year, 10,042. 
Number of patients discliai^d from January Ist tfl Decem- 
ber Slst, 1859, 8,067; died, 942; toUl, 9,009. 

LrisG-iN Department. — Number of births, 388 ; still- 
born, 38; per cent of still births, 9J?; deaths fi^m puer- 
peral fever, 26. 

Clinical instruction is given in this hospital daily at half- 
post one o'clock p.m. In the last annual report the Medical 
Board states : The hospital continues to be o favorite resort 
for students of medicine, and at present the number in 
daily attendance upon clinical instrcction ie larger than at 
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any former period. It is gratifying to tlie Medical Board 

to acknowledge the interest which your Board liaa mani- 
fested in the e&brt to make this hospital subservient to the 
great cause of sound and scientific medical iostruclioo. 
And we may confidently anticipate, that as from year to 
year tbe rast advantages tliia institution alTorda for Instruc- 
tion in every department of medicine ixre gradually deve- 
loped and made available to the student, these classeH will 
increaee, until Bellevue shall become a great centre of 
Medici Edncatjon. 



• Neit Yokk Ete Ihfiruart. 

C«n»uUing Surgeons. — Edward Delafield, M.D. ; George 
Wilkes, M.0. 

Surgeon*. — Abram Dubois, M.D. ; Gurdon Buck, M.D. ; 
Thaddeua M. Halstcd, M.D. ; C, R. Ajnew, M.D. 

Atmstant Surgeons. — John H. Hinton, M.D. ; F. J. Bum- 
atead, M.D. ; Henry D. Noyes, M.D, 

During the past year, four thousand four hundred and 
seven ty-eiL'ht patients, suffering from various disco.°e5 of 
the Eye and Ear, have tieen pre«cril)ed for at the Infirinarv. 
Patients with diseases of the Eye, 4,171; Ear, 307; Total, 
4,47a 

Clinical Instbdctios. — The Report for 1859 says: In 
this connexion the Infirmary is steadily laboring to extend 
ita benefits to students and practitioners of medicine. 
Clinical teaching is regularly given at tlie institution, courses 
of lectures are held, and publlGations made In the medical 
journals of cases which add to the general stock of know- 
ledge. The Importance of this department of the labors of 
tlie InGrmary cannot tra overestimated : it is helping to 
qualify others to minister in the same way. Students of 
medicine here have opportunities of seeing and underaland- 
ing diseases of the eye ten times greater than they could 
obtain in years of private practice. The whole community, 
the rich as well m the pour, enjoy the benefit of this Instruc- 
tion; for those who will be medical practitioners throughout 
the country are thus endowed with knowledge by which 
they may preserve or confer sight upon the poor not only, 
but bring the same boon to the affluent. The latter are 
deeply interested to protect themselves against the evils of 
mistakes or unskilfulness on the part of those who may 
become their own medical advisers. 

New Yobk Ophtbalmio Hobpital. 



CotuuUing Sur^eoni.— Valentine Mott, M.D., LLD.; David 
L. Rogers, M.D. 

Attending Surgeon*. — Dr. Mark Stephenson, Dr. John P. 
0*rrish, Dr. Harcua P. Stephenson. 

From the report of tlie Surgeons for 185S-5fl we leam 
that: rince the last published report in 1858, there have been 
entered upon the Register and treated at the Hospital eight- 
ten hundred and sixly-nine patients, who, togetlier wil^ the 
sixty-Gve remaining under treatment at tiiat time, make 
the total number fiom January 1st, 1858^ to January 1st, 
1860, uinefem hundred and tinrty-four, nine hundred and 
twenty-three of whom wcie attended during the year 1353, 
and the remaining ten hundred and eleven during the year 
1859, making the whole number of patients treated at the 
Hospital since its organization in 1852, to January 1st, 1860, 
seven thousand six hundred and sixteen. The Ophtlialmic 
SiAool connected with the Hospital — the only one in Ame- 
raa organized at the foundation ofihe Institution, and 
rerr nourishing condition. A regulai* course of Lec- 
tures, Olini^ues, and Examinations, are Kiven every year 
from the middle of October to the first ofMnrch. 

ConnsB or Ihbtbvctioh. — Lectures on Ophlhtdntk iltdi- 
eiae and Operative Surgery, every Saturday at lialf-past 
three o'clock p.m., during the winter session, by Mark Ste- 
phenson, U.D. Also, Clinical Instruction , by Dra. Stephen- 
eon and Garriah, on Tuesday, Thursday, and Saturday, from 
half-past one to half-past three p.m. An examination with 



an engraved testimonial of the course of studies, vriU be 
given at the end of the term, signed by the Surgeons and 
Officers of the Institution. Tickets $5 50 — ihe avails pven 
to the buildlnff fund. Members of tbe class will be funuahed 
with Dr. Stephenson's Essay on Cataract, also with the Syl- 
labus of his course of Lectures on the Eye, without any eiln 

PHILADELPHIA. 
UKtviBSiTT or Pbkicstlvania. 
Jeffebsoh Medical Collioe. 
Fbnkbvlvaknia Medical Collioe. 
Pe-hhstlvakia Hospital. 

Pliviiinan*.—^. W. Gerhard, M.D. ; J. J. Levick, M.D.; 
3. F. Meigs, M.D.; J. Q. Smith, M.D. 

Surgfoiu.—G. W. Norris, M.D. ; E. Peace, M.D, ; J* 
Pancoast..M.D. ; E Hartshorne, M.D. 

The Physicians give Clinical Lectures in Ihe kciare- 
room of the Hospital at 10 o'clock, a.m., on each Wednes- 
day and Saturday of their term of service, and the Surgeons 
give Clinical Lectures on Sui^ry at 11 o'clock on tlie 
same days during their lerni of service. During the ram- 
mer months, besidee tbe bi-weekly clinics, daih/ viiHi ite 
made with a limited number of pupils to the surgical uid 
medical wards, an additional opportunity being thus 
afforded the student to familiariEe himself with the diag- 
nosis and treatment of disease. This hospital possesses 1 
large medical library, the collection amounting to about 
11,000 volumea. It was founded, and is supported, by lbs 
fees derived from students' ticket*. 

Fees.— A fee of $10 entitles the student to the priri- 
legea of iJie Hospital for a yeor, including the use of the 
Library, under certain restrictions. 

PmLAOELPDiA HosprrAL. 

Phy*ician*.—5. L. Ludlow, M.D, ; J. M. Da Cosla, MJ).; 
C. P. Tutt, M.D. ■ 0. Judson, M.D. 

Surgeons.— D. H. Agnew, M.D.; S. D. Gross, M.D.; K. 
S. Kenderdine, M.D. ; R. J. Levis, M.D. 

This is one of the most extensive institutions of lh« 
kind In the United States, liaving large buildings for the 
occonimodatton of tlie sick and insane. 

It is divided Into male and female wards; (lie foniKr 
being again divided into surgical, medical, venere^ uid 
clInicaL The latter inlfl tlie same, with the addition of 
obstetrical, nursery, and asylum for children. Here nuij 
be seen every variety of malady to which the human frame 
is liable. During the winter and the lecture season, 
students are admitted to the public clinics. It is easily 
reached by means of the Market or Chestnut street Passen- 
ger Railways, or by omnibus. 

This Institution Is managed by the Guardians of lb« 
Poor, a board of twelve men, who receive iheir ^point- 
mcnt from the courts and the City Councils, and its chief 
support is derived from the Poor Tax of the city. Tbe 
Medical Board consists of four visiting pbysKliuis, four 
visiting surgeons, and four visiting obstetricians, wilh eight 
assistants or " internes." The latter are selected acowd- 
ing to merit from candidates who present themaelvesibefora 
the Medical Board for examinnllon. These appoinuaenti 
are generally made early in April 

Episcopal Hospital. 

Phytieian*.—}. C Morris, M.D. ; H. Hart^ome, M.D.; 
J. Da Costa, M.D. : Wni. Mavburry, M.D. 

Sargtoni.—V;m. Hunt, M.D. ; H. E Drayton, MD ; a 
S, Kenderdine, M.D. ; R. P. Thomas, M.D. 

Founded by members of the Episcopal Church, but i^n 
to the sick of every country, creed, or color. Opened ft* 
Ihe reception of patients In December, 1853. Has accom- 
modations for thirty patients. Tbe number of patients 
treated in the wards during 1857 was 388, the average 
daily number having been thirty. In addition to ili**i 
2,136 out-patients were treated. / - 1 
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Phi/ficiatu.—]. J. Levick, M.D. ; J. J. Reese, M.D. ; S. 
h. Hollbgeworth, U.D. 

Surgfora. — S. LiUcll, M.D. ; Wm. Hunt, M.D. : A. Hcw- 
BOn, M.D. ; T. G. Morton, M.D. 

Founded by the late Junes Wills, and opened for occu- 
pation March 1st, 1834. Devoted to the treatment of 
curable diseases oftJie eyes, and of such curable diaeases of 
the Limbe as involve JameneM. From 1,500 to 2,000 
patients are treated in the course of the year, and there is 
an average of from thirty to filty inmates. Clinical Day 
— Mondays and Fridays. 

HowARn Hospital. 

This InslitulJon waa chartered in 1854, and now contains 
fitly beds. It has ft board of ten physiciaae, each of whom 
devotes himself to a special branch of Medicine and Sur- 
gery. Clinics are held on each day, at specified hours. 
Accidents are admitted if brought iramedialety after to the 
Icfirmaiy; curable and incurable cases, which are able to 
pay their board; auch poor as may be deemed worthy 
objects of charily. Since ita organiiation ta the present 
time (1868), 9,019 patients have been treated here, over 
2,000 of which belong to the last year. 

This Institution is supported by subscriptione and dona- 
tions. Two Resident I'hjaiciana are always pr*Bent to 
wttend to oasee and applications. 

Philadelphia Ltiiw-in CnARiTT. 

Location— 931 Baa Sirett. 
Pht/ndana.—E. Wilson, M.D. ; J. M. Corse, M.D. 



n Obstetrics are given each year. 



Four practical ci 
~ '^e attending p 

n weeks, and includes fifty lessons on the great princi- 
ples of Obstetric Science, and the practical details of the 
art, and these, when the pupil is prepared by manipulations 
on the mnnikin, are verined by opportunities of observing 
cases. The members of each class have in rotation the 

Ktients of the Fhiladelfhia Dispemsabt, PHiLAOELPnu 
INO-IN CHARrrr and FntLADELPBiA Noksb Socibtt. 
assiKiied them for their care and attendance, with the aid 
of the Assistants, if necessary, and under tlie supervision 
of the Principals. In addition to the Obsietric course, a 
Clinic will be held every Saturday, at 9 o'clock a.u., for the 
treatment of Diseases of Women. 

Fem,— Fee for the Obstetric Course, $16 ; Fee for Clini- 
cal Course, $10. 

PsiLADEI.PniA DlSPENSART. , 

LocATiOK — Fi/lh Slreel, btlmo Chtslnat 
Consulting Phyticiana and Surgeont — Drs. William 
Darrach, H. L. Hodge, G. W. Norris, and W. W. Gerhard. 
ObtUtric Phyticians—Drs. E. Wilson, J. M. Corse. 
It is the oldest Dispensary in Philadelphia, having been 
instituted April 12th, IT86. During the year 1858, 9,740 
patients were treated, and there were 490 in the obstetric 
department. There were 35,126 prescriptions com- 
poanJed. 

Northers Dispesbaht, 
Location — No. 106 Spring Qardea Siitet. 

Contidling Surgt07U—Dr\ P. B. Goddard, D. Gilbert, 
R. P. Thomas; w>d H. H. Smith. 

Consulting Phgiidans — Drs. S. Jackson, L. Curtis, hi. 
U. Levis, J. R. Bryan, and W. Maybury. 

Consuiiinff Phyneiatis to tiie Lytiig-in Zlepartmenl — Dtb, 
H. L Hodge, Hatfield, C. D. Meigs, J, H. Smalty, and J. 
Ehein. 

Instituted October 1st, 1816. Tlib DlBpen&ary affords an 
excellent opportunity for the study of pharmacy and minor 



s'!-u'i:'i. I'.ninv' '!<•■ y'"' '-naiiij; I».rL-i:,l„ r 31.-I, IWl?, 
ij.ill'.i |iiitiL'U(-. wiTu iiiiiiiiiii.'il to the caiu of ihe Dispengary, 
and 12,000 prefer jptions compounded; and in the Lying- 



n Department 41 patients w 



temied. 



The German Dispusart. 

Noble Street, hdovi FourOi. 

The Attending Phyacians are Dra. Tiedeman, Beeken, 
Raltenman, Schrotz, and Fischer. 

The object of the Institution is to give medical attend- 
ance to the German jwrtion of the population, particularly 
to tliose who are not sufficiently acquainted with the Eng- 
lish languace, to make themselves understood by the Physi- 
cians of other Dispensaries. The German Dispensary is 
supported by voluntary contributions, and is deserving of 
the sympathy and liberality of ourcitizens. Since its open- 
ing three thoutand cases have been treated. 

SATiNNAH, QA. 
Savannah Mehical College. 

OoLBTOOtlPE MeDICAI. COLLEGE. 

Savahnab Hospital, — Clinical lostraction given twice 

ST. LOUIS, MO. 
St. Louts Medical College. 
Miesovni Medical College. 

The St. Louts Hospital, on account of its central and con- 
venient location, is the receptacle of most of the cases of 
severe recent injury. It is under the exclusive control of 
the Faculty of the SL Louis Medical College during the 
whole year. The entire forenoons of Wednesdays and 
Saturdays are devoted exclusively to clinical exercises in 
botli medicine and surecry, by the whole class, either in 
this or in some one of tlie hospitals. Thustlie page of dis- 
ease is continually exhibited to the student, to t>e read by 
him in all its phases; semeiology and therapeutics go hand 
in hand, and pathology and the action of medicmes are 
taught by pracucal living illustrations. An extensive addi- 
tion baa been erected, which makes the buildmg thrice il« 
former size ; and a still fiirther addition is now in proB[re88 
of erection through the liberal bequest of the late John 
Thornton, Esq. 

City Hospital. — This large and magnificent hospital ia 
easy of access, and alwoys well filled with patients. In its 
re-arrangement care has been taken to introduce all tiio 
modern improvements, which render it very convenient 
and available for hospital and clinical purposes. During 
the whole term of lectures, some one of the Faculty will ba 
in attendance upon either lite medical or surgical depart- 
ment Clinical lectures are here delivered by the professor 
of clinical medicine or sui^ry, during the preliminary as 
weil as the regular course. The number of patients admit- 
ted during the past year amounted to four thousand. 

United States Marihe Hotpital. — This Institution, 
erected by the general government, ia situated in South 
St, Louis, and is devoted to the reception of sick and disa- 
bled boatmen. As St. Louis is already the third city in 
the Union in steamboat tonnage, it will be readily per- 
ceived how large a number of cases find their way mto 
this excellent charity. It is under the oarc of Dr. McPhee- 
ters, who holds tlie post of physician and surgeon to the 
Institution. Here, as well as m the two preceding hospi- 
tal^ students are admitted free of charge. It is easily 
leoched by a street railroad. 

The St. Louis Ltino-in HoeprrAi- — A large and appro- 
priate structure has been erected on the southeast comer 
of Tentli and O'Fallon streets. The physician in charee is 
Dr. L Cliarii'B Buisliniere, who will be frlad to extend its 
practical benefits to all students upon the payment of a 
small fee. Profos-'-or Pollen is the Consuhing Pliysician. 

TuE O'Fallon Clisio and Dispensabt. — This rstablisb- 
ment occupies a building a<^joining the lecltire room of tlio 
College. /" " -1 -V 1 1 > 
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NEW YORK DISPENSARY 

(OOR. WRITE UID CENTflK STBim}. 

Daili/ attendance from 9 i.x. until 2 f.il 

OoDFRKT AiGNER, M.D., Hoote Phytiriart. 

TaBO[H)RE F. Hablbnbubob, U.D., Atst Homt Pkytidan. 

AUending Pkyiiei>ait.—Q. K. Briddon, M.D. ; S. W". 
Dana, M.D. ; 0, 0. Burgess, M.D. ; K P. Gibson, M.D. ; 

Corning, M.D. ; V«n Norden, M.D. ; R. Witoon, 

M.D.; C. Cfttneron, M.D.; and Geo. F. Shrady, M.D. 



NORTHERN DISPENSARY 



(ooR. ciiBistoPDtK ar. 

DaQij attendance from 9 a.m. ttniil 2 p.m. 

E. B. Warser, M.D., Hoiae Physician. 

Attending Physiaan».—V. J. CUrke, M.D. ; J. O'Rorke, 
M.D.; W. M. Hudson, M.D.; Foster Swift, M.D.; P. K. 
Eciraan, M.D.; C. V. A. Anderson, M.D.; RobL Stone, 
M.D.; A. H. Rogers, M.D.: Henry Slack, M.D. ; H. D. 
Burtingham, M.D.; H. W. Hoimi-s, M.D.; F. A. Burrall, 
M.D.; r. B. Dasii, M.D.; J. W. Purdy, ILD.; S. B. W. 
McLeod, M.D. ; E. S. Hoffman, M.D. ; wjd E. Denioon, MJ>. 



EASTERN DlSl'EXSARY 

(con. -GRAND AMD ESSEX StBREtS). 

Daily aOtndance from 10 A.H. uniU 4 P.M. 

JoNAa P. LoiHES, M.D., Hoa*e Pkyadaa. 
Attending Phy$ieiant.~A. Murray, M.D. ; J. B. Wyckoff, 
M D. ; E. 8. Smilb, M.D ; A. B. Wilkinson, M.D, ; John 
Beli, M.D.; Wm. R. Robinson, M.D.; E. F. Parsoiis, M.D.; 
Cuno Dix; H. Deiffenbacli, M.D.; E M. Deey, M.D.; 
H. J. Hftrnson, M.D. ; R. B. Wilson, M D. ; G. L Under- 
wood, M.D. ; Wm. C. Corson, M.D. ; and Julius Fraokel, 
M.D. 



NORTH-WESTERN DISPENSARY 

(so. 511 s™ avbnde). 
Daily, attendanee from 9 AM. until 3 p.m. 

J. Hehrt Watts, M.D., Ifotae Phytician, 

Attending Physidana.—'P. C. Cole, M.D. ; J. P. Smith, 
M.D.; H Eeese, M.D.; Geo. W. McCune, M.D.; J. Mes- 
singer, M.D.; J. B. Thompaon, M.D.; E. B. Thompson, 
M.D.; M. G. Porter, M.D.; Wm. H. Holmes, M.D.; J. 
Boss, M.D.; and G. A. Hurlbut, M.D. 



DEMILT DISPENSARY 

(cob. 2d avebce and 23d btrbbt). 

Daiiy aliendaace from 9 a.m. tmtil i p.m. 

Isaac Cdmuinos, M.D., Biniee Physicist. 

Attending Phytieiane.—E. R. Peauelee, M.D. ; P. 8. 

Edwards, M.D. ; 6. P. Commann, M.D. ; J. B. LeamiDg, 

M.D.; D. a. Gonant, M.D.; W. R Donnghe, M.D.; T. G. 

Thomoa, M.D. ; C. V. A. Anderson, M.D. ; Jaa. B. Bey- 

nolds, M.D. ; McDonald, M.D. ; Govr. Smilh, M.D. j 

J. Bird, M.D. / - i 
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ARMY AND NAVY. 
Krain^TioNS tor Adhisbioh and pBOMonoK in thk Mimi- 
cal DePARTUEKT OF THE AtllCT. 

_ Boards of Medical ExBininerG we not convened at stated 
times, but whenever, in the opinion of the Surgeon-Gene- 
ral and Secretary of War, the wants of the service render 
it necessary. Their meetings are usually held in New 
York or Philadelphia, which points have generally proved 
the most convenient for a majority of the applicants; but 
they may be, and have been, held in Richmond, Newport, 
Ky,, St. Iiouis, and other places, at the option of the 
Secretary of War. These Boards arc governed in tlieir 
proceedings by the Regulations for the Army, eo &r as 
applicable, but establish their own moda of examination. 
It IS the practice first to ascertain whether the candidate ia 
subject to any infirmity or disease^ mental or physical, 
■which would in any way disqualiiy him for performing 
efficiently the active and arduous duties of a medical officer. 
If the result be satiafaclory, the professional examination 
follows ; if unsatisfactory, the candidate is furnished with a 
certificate of the (act. The profeaaonal examination em- 
braces Anatomy and PhvBiology, Priiidples and Practice 
of Surgery, Obstetricy, Materia Medica and Therapeutics, 
Chemistry, Medical Jurisprudence and Toxicology. Gene- 
ral literary and scientific aw^uirements are essential ; hut 
no pMitive slindard or limit in that particular has been 
established. 

" An Act of Congress, Approved June 30, 1834." 

8bc i. That from and after tije passing of this Act^ no 
person shall receive the appolDtment of Assistant-Surgeon 
in the army of the United States, unless he shaD have been 
examined and approved by the Army ifedical Board, to 
consist of not less thon three Sur^ons or Assistant- 
Surgeons, who shall be designated for that purpose by the 
Secretary of War; and no person shall receive tte appoint- 
ment of Surgeon m the army of the United States, unless 
he ahall have served, at least live years, as an Assistants 
Surgeon, and unless, also, he shall have been examined by 
an Army Medical Board, constituted as aforesaid. 

Sec. 2. That the Surgeons in tlie army of the United 
States shall be entitled to receive the pay and emoluiuenls 
of a Major; and the Assistant-Surgeons, who shall have 
served five years, shall be entitled to receive the pay and 
enjolumenta of a Captain ; and tliose who shall have served 
lees than five years, the pay and emoluments of a First 
Lieutenant; and that said Asustant-Surgeons shall be 
entitled to receive the same allowance for forage aa they 
are at present entitled to. 

Sec. 3. That every Surgeon and Assistant-Surgeon, who 
shall hare served faitUI'ully ten years in these grades, re- 
spectively, shaQ be entitled to receive an increase of lations 
per day, equal to the number of rations to which he may 
be entitled under tills Act. 

No person can receive tlic appointment of Assistant- 
Surgeon in the army of the United States unless he shall 
have been esamined and approved by an Army Medical 
Board, to consist of not less than three Surgeons or Asstst- 
ant-SurgeoQS, to he designated for that purpose by tlie 
Secretary of War ; nor can any person receive the appoint- 
ment of Surgeon in the army of the United Slates unless 
he shall have served five years as an Assistant-Surgeon, 
and unless, also, be shall have been examined by an Army 
Medical Board, constituted aa afo^'esald. 

Boards of Medical Examiners are convened at such times 
OS the wants of the service render it necessary, when selec- 
tions are made by the Secretary of War of the number of 
q>phcantfl to be examined for the appointment of Aasistanl- 
Surgeon. To the persons thus selected invitations are 
given to present themselves to the Board for examinaljou. 
These invitations state the time and place of meeting of the 

Applicants must be between twenty-one and twenty- 



five years of age. The Board will scrutinize rigidly the 
moral habits, professional acquirements, and pbyMcal qua- 
lifications of the candidates, and report favorably in no 
admitting of a reasonable doubt 



relative merit from the whole ; agreeably wbereto, if r 
cancies happen within two years thereafter, they will 
receive appointments and take rank in the Medical Corps. 

An applicant faihng at one examination may be allowed 
a second, alter two years, but never a third. 

Applications must bo addressed to the Secretary of War: 
must state the residence of the applicant, and the date and 
place of his birth. They must auo be accompanied (refer- 
ence will receive no attention) by respectable testimonials 
of his possessing the moral aud physical qualifications re- 
quisite for tilling creditably the responsible station, and for 
pei-forming ably the arduous and active duties of an officer 
of the Medicd StaCT. 

No allowance is made for the expenses of persons under- 
going tliese examinations, as they are indispensable prere- 
quisites to appointment; but those who are approved and 
receive appointments will be entitled to transportation on 
obeying their first order. 

The pay and emoluments of Surgeons and Aasiatant- 
Sui^on are as follows : 

Aatistant-Surgeon tinder Jive ytari' service. — Pay per 
month, 163 33 ; number of rations per day, 4 ; amount of 
rations per month, S36 ; number of horses lor which forage 
is allowed, 1 ; amount for forage per month, $8. Scrvanlt. 
— Number for which pay is allowed, 1 ; amount allowed 
for pay per monlii, $12; amount allowed for clothing per 
month, f 2 50 ; amount allowed for rations per month, f 9 ; 
total amount allowed per month, $23 50 ; aggregate amount 
receivable, $120 83. 

Assietant-Sitrgron, over fivi years' service, — Pay per 
month, $70; number of rations per day, 4; amount ot 
rations per month, $36 ; number of horses fur which forage 
is allowed, 1 ; amount for forage per mouth, $8. Servantt. 
— Number for which pay is idlowed, 1 ; amount allowed 
for pay per month, $12 ; amount allowed for clothing per 
month, $2 50; amount allowed for rations per month, $9; 
total amount allowed per month, $23 50 ; aggregate amount 
receivable, $137 50. 

Assistant- Sjirgeon, aver ten ytari' sert'iet. ^ Pay per 
month, $70; number of rations per day, 8; amount of 
rations per montli, $72 ; number of horses for which 
forage is allowed, 1 : amount for forage per month, $8. 
Servants. — Number for which pay is allowed, 1 ; amount 
allowed for pay per month, $12 ; amount allowed for 
clothing per month, $2 50; amount allowed for rations 
per month, $9; tetal amount allowed per month, $23 50; 
aggregate amount receivable, H73 50. 

Surgeon, under (en years' lervice. — Pay per month, $80 ; 
number of rations per day, 4 ; amount of rations per month, 
$36 ; number of horses for which fors^ is allowed, 3 ; 
amount for forage per moiitli, $24. Servanb — Number for 
which pay is allowed. 2; amount allowed for pay per 
month, $24; amount allowed for clothing per month, |5; 
amount allowed for rations per month, $18; total amount 
allowed per month, $47 ; a^regate amount receivable, 
$187. 

Surgeon, over ten years' aerviee. — Pay per montl), $80; 
nuuiber of rations per day, 8; amount of rations per month, 
72; number ol' horses tor which forage is allowed, 3; 
amount for forage per month, $24. Servasits. — Number for 
which pay is allowed, 2 ; amount allowed for pay per 
montli, $24 ; amount allowed for clotliing per month, $5 ; 
amount allowed for rations per month, $18; total amount 
allowed per month, |47; astregale amount receivable, 
$223. 

The allowance for forage and servants is only paid to the 
Surgeons and Assistant-buttons when they actually em- 
ploy and keep in service the number of servants and horsea 
chargedfor. / ' (-\i^c\\n 
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In addition to the above, Surgeons and Assistant- Sur- 
geons are allowed tn additional ration per da; all^r the 
tMToiiuitioD of eveiy Bve yeai«' eervice. 



It ii prescribed by law that no person ebatl be appointed 
in this branch or the service who has not been examined 
and found qualified by a Board of Naval Surgeons, desig- 
natiHl by the Secretary of the Navy. 

A Board of Naval Surgeons vrill be assembled annually, 
at such place na may be indicated by the Department, 
usually about the close of llie lecture season of the coUe^i^ea, 
for the examination and selection of caodidatps for admis- ' 
mon into the Medical Corjis of the Navy, as well as for the 
examination of Assistant-Surgeons who may be candidates 
for promotion. 

Application for permission to attend the examination for 
admission to the Atedical Corps of the Navy must be ad- 
dressed to the Secretary of the Navy, elating the age and 
residence of the applicant, and be accompanied by respect- 
able testimonials of liis possessing the moral and physical 
qualifications requisite for tilling creditably tlie responsible 
position of a Medical Officer of the Navy, 

The application of no one will be considered who ii 
nnder twenty-one or over twenty-five years of age. 

The permission will state the time and place of the 
meeting of the Board. 

The Board rigidly scrutinizes tlie physical qualifications 
of each candidate, as well as his moral, mental, and profes- 
sional fitness for the naval service; and reports favorably 
upon no case admitting of a reasonable cioubt, as the health 
and lives of the officers and men of the navy are objects 
too important to be intrusted to ignorant or incompetent 
persons. 

The Board reports the relative merit of the candidates as 
shoivn by the examination ; and appointments will be 
made in the navy as vacancies may occur, in the order in 
which they may be reported by the Board. 

No qualified candidate will be held over for appointment 
beyond one year ; if not appointed within that time, it will 
be necessary for the candidate to be re-examined, when he 
will take position with the class last examined. 

Physical examination will precede the professional ; no 
CAiididate, not physically gualifieU for the active duties of 
the service, will be examined profi«sionally. The Board 
will make a separate report, in each case, of the physical 
condition, dired to the Department, to be placed on file 
with the testimonials of the candidate. 

No allowance is made for the expenses of persons under- 
going these examinations, as they are indispensable pre- 
requisites to appointment. 

After five rears' service in the navy, at least two years 
of which shall have been passed " on board a public vessel 
of the United Stales at sea," Assistant-Surgeons shall be 
entitled to an examination fur promotion. 

In ordor that tlie relative position of Assistant-Surgeons 
of the same date, who shall be examined for promotion at 
different times, may be more readily de'ermineil, a majority 
of the members of the Board will be selected, if practicable, 
from those who served on the next preceding Board. 

Assistant-Surgoona, who are candidates for promotion, 
■hall present to the board testimonials of correct deport- 
ment and habits of industry from the Surgeons witii whom 
they have been associated on duty ; also, a journal of prac- 
tice, or case-book, in their own handwritint They are 
expected to be familiar with the details ot duty specified 
in the " Instnjctions for the Government of Medio^ Officers." 

Any A?isistant-3urgeon who shall fail to present himself 
for examination alter he has been ordered (unless lor rea- 
sons which may be satisfactory to the Department), or who, 
after examination, shall be reported by the Board as " not 

Soalified" for promotion, shall be dropped from tho list of 
ilBcers of the navy. 



The pay of Assistant- Surgeons and Surgeons is e«t«- 
bUslied by act of Cungress, approved Mardi 3, 1835, and 
is as follows ; 

Attatant-Sargtoiu. — Wutjng orders, $660 ; at sea, fHO ; 
afVer passing and found qualified for promotion to Surgeon, 
$850 ; at sea, $1,200 ; when stationed at navy yatds, hos- 
pitals, rendezvous, and rcceivin^ships, $960; after beii^ 
passed, and stationed ae Mx>ve, $1,150. 

SurgeoTO. — For the first five yeais after the dale of til 
commis^on, $1,000; for the second five years, $1,250; for 
the tliird five years. $1,400; for the fourth five yesr^ 
$1,600 ; after he shall liave been commissioned aa a Sui~ 
geon twenty years and upwards, $1,800. 

All Surgeons of the navy under orders for duty at 
navy yards, receiving vessels, rendezvous, or naval hoEfn- 
tals, shall have an increase of one-fourth of the foregnag 
amount of their respective annual pay, from the date of 
their acceptance of such orders. 

All Surgeons of the nary ordered to any of the ships or 
vessels of the United States commissioned for sea eervice 
shall have an increase of one-third of the foregoing amount 
of their respective annual pay, from the date of their 
acceptance of such orders. 

All Sut^^ns of the navy, ordered as Fleet Sui^na 
shall have an increase of one-balf of their respective umuii 
pay, from the date of their acceptance of such ordera. 

In addition to the above. Surgeons and Assistant-Sur- 
geons are allowed one ration per day when attached to 
vessels for sea service, and ten cents per mile for Iravellinf 
expenses, if under orders of the Depai-tment. 

Sec. 7 of Act ot Ava. 3, 18i8.~ A-ad be U/urtlitTeiiadd, 
that in calculating for the pay of Surgeons hereafter, die 
time upon tlie graduated scale of pay shall be reckoned 
from their original entry into the service. 



PRIZES FOR 1961. 

FOR TBE MEDICAL PROrEBSIOK. 

AuEBicAH MioicAL AgsociATioB. — Two prizes of $100 
each to the best two volunteer communications rmorted 
favorably by the Committee. Committee for 1860-61, D^^ 
Da7<iel BnAiNAHD, ChicBgo, III. ; D. L. McGtrcBN, lows; 
M. L. LiTTEM, ^o. ; John Evass, III ; A. L. McAitrsra, 
III. Papers must be sent to the Chairman before June, 
1861. 

BoTLFTON Prieeb. — ^Two, $60 each, or s gold medil rf 
that value. Sdbjbcts — I. Sxtwion of Joinb. 2. Diagmat 
and Treatment of Chronic Plearity. Papers must be sml 
to Dr. Edward Retvolds, Boston, on or before AjhiI 1, 
1861. 

FiSKB FcWD.— Two, $100 each. Scwects— 1. Anat- 
rimn: U* Varietiei and their appropriale Treatment. % Otcm: 
itt Ihlationt to Health and DiteoM. Papers must be lent 
to Dr. a. A. AwfOLD Providence R I., on or before M»y 
1, 1801. 

Stbtess Priee, oftered bt Alexander H. Stevdis, 
M.D,, LL.D. — This prize, consisting of the sum of One 
Hundred Dollars, will be awarded for the best series rf 
Preparations which shall adequately illa3lr»l« the Anatomy, 
Physiology, and Pathology of the Lwrni. The prepaia- 
lions should be sent in to Dr. Henry B. Sa-vds, CiiratMof 
the College, on or before the 1st day of March 1861. The 
preparations receiving the above priie, as well as those of 
which Honorable Mention may be made, will be deposited 
in the Museum of the College of Physicians and SurgWM, 
inscribed with the names of the successful competitors. 

G'RBiLLr'a Prizi to Medical Studentb. — A premium of 
$250 For the Essay which shall be judged the beet by com- 
petent judges on the Anatomy and Phvsiology of lt>« 
Animal and Organic Nervous Systems, fhe Essays to be 
sent on or before the 1st of March, 1861, to Dr. Joim 
C'Reh-lt, No. 230 Fourth Street, N^ "" ' 
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ncPOBTAin nrroBMAtiOK conmecteii witb 
THE PRACTICE OF VAOCINATIOH'. 

BT J. F. LOIHIS, N.D. 

Soute Pbi/tician Easient Diapenaary. 

Troh iusUnoes which have come to the knowledge of 
this Dispensarj', that show a great want of information in 
TartouB sections of the countrr, upon all branches of the 
subject of vaccination, it is induced to give a few instruc- 
tions oa to the best metbods of usin^ the several kinds of 
Vaccine, and a short description of the beat instruments to 
be emplojed in vaccination, together with their prices and 
how utej may be obtuned. The subject ntay be most 
clearly presented in the form of divisions with appropriate 
titles. 

/. The Method of Vaceinatiori. 

The rationale of vaccination is aa follows, via. Vaccine 
vinis should be exposed to the absorbent veBsels when 
they are in a proper state for absorption : (o produce this 
state, or to open these vessels, that instrument which causes 
the least irritation, and the least flow of blood is by, far the 
best, as both the flow of blood and the irritation of Ihe skin 
ue likely to carry off the Vims before it can be properly 
taken up ; moreover, that -which causes the least pain, 
other thmgs being equal, is in all cases preferable. 

11. IM of luilabU Vacctnatmg Initrumenb* 



i f J 



///. DeteripttiM of the teveral Vaadnating Iivtrumtnli and 
tAe proper meOiod of vsing them. 

1. Tai Nabbow Bladed Lascet. — This is a lancet of 
peculiar construction, somewhat resembling the common 
exploring needle, narrow, pointed, and sharp, convex on 



* Ttafl two flnt lEutninuU in ihownla1ii« flDptvlnp of Ihalr jaCiu] 
llWitkaniiiaJiilDiUirwiinbnItwo-thlrdiorit We in ible lo prtWBt 
Uhm llliHtntiBnilir ssnrtwj o(th« TnutoMOfttaa Eukra DlipuJUT. 



one side of the cutting part of the blade, and plane on the 
other. This instrument may be used like the common 
lancet in intjroducing any kind of vaccine to the absorbent& 

In employing dried lymph in vaocination, such as is 
usually supphed upon a section of a quill or a piece of 
ivory, proceed with Uie point of this lancet to pick out ten 
or twelve minute particles of cuticle trota the arm, in a 
circle of not more than one third of an inch in diameter, so 
as to expose the true skin, and in the fluid which exudes 
therefrom dissolve and commingle the dried lymph by 
gentle frictJon over the punctured surface. 

Many persons will acquire such dexterity with this in- 
strument, that, by a single gentle push, with its convex 
side next to tlie skin, they will be able to lay over, as it 
were, a hirrow of cuticle, and tlius, with but little cutting 
and with scarcely any danger of puncturing too deeply, 
expose a comparatively large absorbent surface. 

This instrument may ^o bo advantageously used by 
those who do not possess the Syringe Self-Taccinator 
(Fi^. 3), to make a valvular incision under the skin, into 
which a minute piece of scab may be inserted by means of 
a needle, or a probe, or by means of what is better, the 
instrument to be next described. 

2. The Syhinob Vaccinator. — This consists of a cylinder 
of metal, three inclies long, with a closely fitting piston, 
which, when pushed iLi whole length through, it projects an 
eighth of an inch from the cylinder itself By means of this 
instrument, a small piece of the vaccine scab, or a small 

Suontity of the same pulverised, or fluid lymph with which 
le cyhndcr is to be iSrst charged, can be pushed into the 
valvular openings or cuts in tlic arm, previously madft 
for it. 

3. TuE SvBiNoE SELr-VACCWATOR. — In its uses this 
instrument presents n combinalion of (he two previous 
instruments, and is sufficiently wull eiphuned in the de- 
scriptions already given of ihem, and by reference to the 
accompanying engraving. It is apparent that the open 
nde should he introduced downwards, and that the push by 
which the scab is inserted, should be made very suddenly. 
In the handle of this instrument is a cavity to hold vaccine 
material, secured by a screw top. 

4. The Trident Lancet.— This lancet is a labor-saving 
one, for introducing vaccine lymph, in either a fluid or a 
dried slate, by the same process as tlist described for the 
Narrow BJaded Lancet (Fig. 1). 

Tbb Vaccine Soahificatob. — This is another labor-saving 
instrument, by the use of which five ineiaiona are simulta- 
neously made in the arm of the patient. It has the advan- 
tage of requiring neither skill nor steadiness of hand in its 
employment, while it makes the most imposing appearance 
of any instrument used in vaccination, in the eyes of the 
patient, or in those of the witness of the operation. 
Lymph is introduced into the inciaons, drawn open or 
pressed apart by the fingers of the operator in the some 
manner as is explained in describing (he Narrow Btadcd 
Lancet (Fig. 1). A skilful person, in uaine any of these 
vaccinating instruments, need not, generally, cause suf- 
ficient pain to awoken a sleeping infant. It is proper to 
mention in this connexion, that the best part of t£e sur&ce 
of the body for vaccination lies directly over the place of 
the insertion of the deltoid muscle of the lel\ arm. 

The htri kind of Vacdne, the bett Ijutrumenl*, and the hett 

mode* ofuting Ihem. 

It is self-evident that fluid lymph tnunsferred directly 

from an eighth day vesicle to any kind of incision made in 

the arm, is the most certain to infect. The best instrument 

to use in such a case is theVaccinatingScarificBtor(Fig. 5). 

It is assumed that every one knows that none of the instiu- 

mentB here described are intended to be dipped into fluid 

vaccine, unless it be the Syringe Vaccinator, which baa no 

cutting edge; as scarcely anything is more corrosive to a 

aharp-edged instrument than this material. The Vaccine 

crust or scab can be best used by introducing a small piece 
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of it with the Syringe Seir-Vaccioator (Fig. 3). In eelect- 
iag the port of tlie scab to be usrd, choose only a, fragment 
of the hard interior put, as thai is the best and most reli- 
able. Fluid lymph preserved in glasa capillary tubes, ia 
best used bj first breaking the tube at the point to which 
the fluid ascended in charging it, and then drawing the 
fractured end through, or over, the incision made by the 
Vaccinating Scarificator (Fig. 5). Tlie Bcab, in a finely- 
powdered form, tnay be auccesafully used by dropping a 
ernatl quantity of it into the incisions made by the instru- 
ment just named ; or, if it be previously dissolved in a small 
quantity of glycerine, the fluid may be applied to the ab- 
sorbents through siniilar incisions. Water may also be 
used instead of glycerine us a moistcner, with the same 
mode of use in view. Dried lymph, on a pointed quiil, ia 
best used by introducing it into a valvular cut made by the 
Narrow Bladed Lancet (Fig. 1), and holding it there a 
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College of Piivsicuns and Scroeons. — Thomas M. 
Markoe, M.D., as Adjunct Professor of Surgery. 

New Yobk Medical College. George Trubbeb, M.D., 
Lecturer on Materia Medica, Botany, and Pharm.tcy. 
Joaspu SnuETTEH, M.D., Lecturer on Pathological Ana- 
tomy. W. R. WHiTEnEAD, M.D., of Vft., Lecturer on Clini- 
cal Jlcdieine. M. Bb*di.ev, U.D., Adjunct Professor of 
Anatomy. 

Hew York Mepical CoM.EaE& — The University Medirid 
CoUtge commenced it* regular session on Monday, Oct. 15, 
with an introductory address by Prof. Valehtihb Mott. 
The AViu York Medical CoOeye openL-d ila session on Wed- 
nesday, the 17th inst., with an Introductory by Pbof. Dore- 
1IC3. The College of Physicians and S'irgeona comniences 
its regular course on Monday, OcL 22, with an Introduc- 
tory Lecture by Prof. Daltok. At no former period in 
the history of our Medical Schools has there been aui^ 
activity at the opening of tlio regular se^ions. The 
ber 01^ students who have matriculated 
great as in any previous year. 
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, W. H. Tax BniM : Dr. Q E. Aanw, K. Y. ; Dr. K. J. rncnAiK. 
wb: Dr. 0. Omiin. K J.; Dr. W. B. Aiifmos. Pt; Dr. F. N.Siuih, 
,: Dr. W. B. pLnvnu, Iwl.: Dr. J. W. Hvkt.N. J.; Dr. J. I. CBrni, 

J.; Dr, DiTiD P. Sunn, EdlDbut^h, SmliABd; Dr. J. P. Loiubl. N. 

; Dr. e. B. B^iaa, N. T.; Dr. S. T. Savtu, WIh.; Dr. T. Ooir- 
ll; Dr. a. UOAMMArr: Dr. tt I. Bt»o; D^ M. L>b»i; Prof. J. 
iwuim; Dr. E. E. Livr:iKSTO!< ; MoHrsQrm A Co.; Dr,Z.PtKT™«: 
■. U. Jarh; Dr. J. 0. Ones; Dr. W. T. HoirAie; Dr T. P. U.p- 
ca; Dr. W. M. B Bhiwr: Mr. E. C Jaiib; Dr J. E. CtAl*: Dr. 
. U. Andiuon: Mrun Juxn A Wnm; Dr. M. BonoAa; Dr. E. 
■iior; Dr. J. H. nin-n : Dr. ILPatsi; Dr. P. J. Mrt'ouiCK: Drm. 
imiA AmuiH; Dr. Ahatblt: Dr. J. k TaoarKfl : Dt.S.J.Baw- 
m; Ikr. J. J. Wa>d: Dr. !i. Tak ^yi-efl. 



FrtHQ (lis Bifa Amj ot October to th« Uih day at October, 18X1 
DmUa— Men.W; vddkii, W' bojB, 111: glr1>.M— total, tE& AdiHi, 
ISO; otalldnn, 105: nuloA. WT: n^mAlci, IIB; n>]arFd. 0. IdCuu nsto 
two yem nf uo, 1411. Among tbft CADMi of death wo notin: — cho^vn- 
Infutum, V; IbbntHo cDDTnlotonB, M; crann, 4; dlurhipH, 15; AjKol/rj, 
B; nrlet fever, Id; tynbui and trnhold feven, SO; perlatais, 7; uu- 
BDmptlan. El; tmall-pnj, S: diopar <* bfi- 10: IphollI^muuDiu,!!; 
nenoui ajalvm, S9 ; rFepJntory, IDB; dl^TeIlve.HL 



and ISfiS. aiil of lait whIl. wa* ai folia' 
Week ending October Itth. ISSS. . 
Week eodlDK Ortobcr lIMfa. IsN, . 
W»kendlD«Oclober<lh,ie«l). . 



lof im 






REHAina— tlXflne; wind aim >. il. frCFh p. h. ; 8th. Due ; wbidbMli 
■II dav.nln PM-ly evening, cle^ liiW at night; B1K wind llghi. with rart- 
■bleikr: 10th, fine vlitatifbiwtDd:llili,au]irr Kith Uihlwlnd; Ittbial 
18th,iini*0f cnlm; on lhi> 13lh.alrclilllx, precorsorof a Sonh Eastttonn. 



MEDICAL DIAEY OF THE WEEK. 

SI Cm IfosptTAi. 8ni7eiT,Dr. PetemihalT-rMtlr.". 
' i Bii.l.ITDI.(>b>tetrl«, ])r. .MaenadT. half-putl rjL 

I ETllHnULUT.DlHUHOtETe.lSH. 

iCrrj HDarrraL, Sorverr, Dr. Parkw. halt-paat I fjt 
Eti IsniMAmr, DlKAses of F.ar. U ■. 
OpuTiuLiiir IIoeriTiL, Dra. eiephanHiD A Oanilh, 1 rJ 
BiLLXTDi HobFiTAi. Dr. Clark, lialf.put 1 rJL 
■t. OpersUoDS, II H. 



Wedaeadar. 
OeC. 14. 


1 Cin II<iapiT>i,'MedioiDe. Dr. Bnlkley. half-put I r.M. 

B«Ltiivoi,SorferT, Dr.Gonlej, balf.paallP.n- 
[ P.rauijMiOiL SucimT, half-pait T r.M. 


^^,. 


1 IIitu.ii?"M^leltiiri^. £lila^ half.paat 1 rJL 


Friday, 


1 Cm HoeriTil, Dr, Parker, hatf-pua 1 p.n. 

BatLivni lluapiT.L. I>r, Clark. 1 W p.n. 
> Kit I.iriuuKT, Dlteaan of H^t, ll m. 


•srs- 


BkLUtvoa, Drt, Parker and Wood, hatf-pait 1 r.n. 

Crrv lloariiAl, Jl.^lclne. l>r. Bulkier, li^-I** ' '■*■ 
Eia DtnwAar, Diaeaaea of Ear, 11 h. 



SPECIAL NOTICES. 
B«li^i:b Hospital.— On Saturdmi {Ihit Say), Od.^. 
Dr. Jami3 K. Wood tpifl givt a Clinicai Ltclure on mo'^*"' 
(fueoM* of the fifnuUt breiat, and remove a eanetrvus irtalL 

CoLLEOB OF PnrsiciANB ASD SuRGEOHS.— TA* inlrtidiiclon 
Lecture teiU be tMiverrd by Prof. Jobs C. Dalioh, » J*"" 
day, Oct 22, at balf-patt teven o'doek P.M. 

Bellkvcb nospiTii.— rAe Winter eourwe ofCUmoi^- 
itruction in this JnstilvUon tci'H be opened on ir<*i«*'Vi 
OcL2i,ataquarierpailimeo\lo<kP.if. drfrfraw*"*** 
made by Dr. Joa.v W. Fbascis, Pre^dtnt of the *^ 
BoanJ, Prof. Valbkhkb Mott, ond otto^ J/«n*(" "/ '*| 
medtcol profeiaion, and mediml rtHdenls. an iittilid to 
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CLINICAL LECTURE 

MCTJTXBED AT THE KIVT TOBK HOSPITAL. 

BT JOHN H. GEISCOM, M.D. 



OlMTLEinM: The medical serviceofthishospitalFortheinonth 
raet doaed (Aaguat), has furoished us with several matters of 
interest, and in addition to the aemi-mcekly visita which you 
bare made with me to the bedsidee of the patients, I deRire 
y-onr attention at this tJme white making a General yfgujrU 
of the month's experience, and a reriew of a few of the 
individnal caaea. The feet which first attracts attention, 
upon CBStiiig the eye over the record, is the extraordinary 
amount of that form of fever which, in contrast with for- 
Doer years, forms so marked a feature of hospital practice. 
I allude to what ia known in hospital parlance as Chagree, 
or Panama fever, a name derived from the geographical 
section vrhenco a very large portion of it is brougnt to ua. 
We have been accuatomed for many years to see a amilar 
^pe of fever from several soathem ports, as Savannah, 
Wilmington, and others as far north as lUchmond and 
Norfolk, but only ance tha fturifcrous developments of Call- . 
Ibmia, and the consequent attraction of thousands of voya* 
gen over new lines of travel across the Isthmus, a land of 
bogs and miasms, has this disease almost monopolized the 
medical division at this season of the year. Such is the 
tribute which humanity pays to wealth. Although we have 
more or Jeaa of this peculiar fever all tho year round, yet 
the most prolific months are July, August, and September, 
We are scarcely surprised, therefore, that during the month, 
of the 192 cases of all kinds which have been under treat- 
men^ about 70 were of this cliaracter. Though so numerous, 
and many of them presenting on admiaaou great severity 
of symptoms, showing the weighty character of the paludal 
poison which had been imbibed, even in several instances 
to the development of a train of symptoms closely resem- 
bling those of typhoid fever, it is gratifying to be able to 
state that the record of mortality from them ia almost 
entirely clear, one only having succumbed 

The type of this fever, although in some instances afisum- 
iDg the mtermittent, was generally the pore remittent, 
iMving but one chill, with which the attack was ushered in. 
With regard to the treatment poisued in these cancfL they 
may be divided into three classes : — first, those in whirai qiu- 
niue, the great uitiperiodic, was alone indicated. These 
constituted a Urge proportion of them, and in combination 
with good nutritious diet, and generJ warm bathing and 
detmUness, the quinine constitutes the all'Sulfieient remedy. 
Tbe second class, a smaller number, comprised those to 
whom it was found necessary to exhibit some form of fer- 
rag^nou3 medicine, in addition to the quinine. The citrate 
of iron in combination with the tine. cincL c was tbe form 
generally employed, though occasionally the cit. Terr, et 
quin. was used, and proved a most valuable remedy. The 
third class consisted of those in which it was found neces- 
sary to administer powerful stimulants, brandy, wine, and 
even carb. ammon., to rescue them Irom eiccesaive prostra- 
tion, and indeed, in some cases, from a state of collapse 
upon which they seemed to be veiving, or had actn^ly 
teacbed. Fortunately there were but few instances m 
whieh there was anv serions local complication to embar- 
nss the otherwise plain indications of treatment 

Another marked, and an i^reeable, contrast between the 
hospital experience of the present rear, and some of the 
roeentpast, consists in the dcminished amount of ship fever. 
One vessel only, the Cynosure, has supplied us during the 
month with cases of that disease, and very few at that, uid 
generally of a mild character. 

Of jeliriam tr«mena we hftve had a rather larger inroics 
Ait. Vmb. Tnoi, Vol. L, No. 17. 



than usual ; but I pass this diaesee for tbe present, desigD- 
ing to speak of it more at length at the close of thesa 
remarks. 

Quitting these generalii^ons and turning onr attention 
to some of the individual eases, I ask you to reeaH to recot- 
lection the case of PhUgmatia Dolatt, which has been is 
the female ward neaHy bD the month, and still continues 
there, with but little prospect of an early discharge, except 
it be by death. This case, a very rare one of a hoepiUl 
experience of sixteen years, though marked by all the cha- 
racteristics of this Mngular disease, and what is nntaual, 
tnwAiinff boffi hvrer limbt, is neverlheleai not under treat- 
ment for it. This patient, who is thirty-four years of age, 
entered Aug. 6th, having, as you may remember, given 
birth to a child about six weeks before. Her labor was 
compltCBt«d by placenta pnsvta, which involved tbe loss of 
a lai^ amount of blood, but no other difiiculty, and she 
convalesced so as to be about in a fortnight Soon alter 
this the right leg became swollen, cedematous, and painffal; 
the same symptoms, in a fortnight more, attacked the other 
leg. You have olwerved, I doubt not with great inlerest 
and sympathy, tbe very pale, emadated appearance of this 

Eoor woman, witit her pulse at 120 and feeole, her tongue 
ighly ftjrred, her appetite poor, and sleep restless. The 
serious complication of an extensive bedsore over the 
sacrum, denuding that bone in nearly its whole extent, 
together with the exceeding prostration resulting fhnn both 
the original and secondary evil, renders any direct treat- 
ment for the former out of the question. On her admission, 
the swelled, painful, and he^ed limbs, with the shining 
appearance, so peeuhar to this disease, gave such evidences 
of acute action (though chronic as to time) as to justify, in 
my opinion, the eootliina application of cold water drese- 
ings. Accordin^y a roller bandage was placed upon each 
limb from toe to hip, and a moderate degree of moisture 
applied. This soon effected considerable reduction in both 
the siie and temperature rf tho limbs, and tlie water was 
then discontinued, while the dry batwiage was allowed to 
remain. At the same time it was necessary to sustain tbe 
fuling strength of the system. Tonics and stinratante, with 
tlie most nutritious and easily assimitated food that could 
be retained by the stomach (which was somewhat rebel- 
lious) were exhibited. In addition to the troubles men- 
tioned, an erysipelatous swellmg has appeared over the left 
hip joint which is exceedingly painfiil, and has an oedema- 
tons feel; no fiuctuation is yet apparent, though it is 
threal^ied.* The patient lies upon s water bed, but unfor- 
tunately the circular air codiion, which was provided to 
rdieve the bedsore from pressure, cannot be borne. We 
leave her to the judicious oversight of my successor, Dr. 
Bolkley, with some hope but many misgivings as to the 

In the same ward is a pii with hgdro-pneamo-Oiorax, the 
interest of whieh is enhanced by mtoplacement of the heart, 
the apex of (hat organ being thrust nearly^ as far to the 
ri^t, as it is normally on the left side. This is undoubtedly 
tbe result of the pleuritic effusion, which, however, to efiect 
this, must have existed to much greater extent than at 
present The existence of fluid is proved by the presence 
of that interesting symptom, the imUHIk bnUrn?, on suc- 
cussion of the thorax, and tins somid being very low down 
indicates a comparatively small amount of fluid. This 
derives oonfirmation from the fact thatordinnry respiration 
. is notaocompanled by this peculiar sonndgWhicbisdeVeloped 
only by tiie exptilsive expiration produced by coughing. A 
generous diet, willt the exhibition of d. jea aseL, has 
already oonsideraUy in^roved the patient's strength, and 
the absorption of tbe emised fluid is evidently pronessing. 
Of the cases of aBnaniimria, of which we have had a num- 
ber in tbe various wards, I forbear to speak with much 
pulicularity, inasmuch as Dr. Bulkley has already, ia his 
cliniwl discourses, given yon some of hb experience in 
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has been 



) by nature, through a solutioa of tlie Bkin 
pUces, one on Che upper and outer part of tlie right thigh, 
tad the other od the outer siile of the hft ankle, from each of 
which opeoiogi there is dwiilled daily the eaormous amount 
of from one to two quarts of Beruiti. Tlieae lafeli/ vaiva 
have conhibated not a little to relieve the pressure, in Ibe 
fitilure of the meani employed to increase the rotiu secre- 
UoD. Within a few days, however, more eucceas hw 
attetidedour eflbrU to increase the Sow of urine, the most 
eSective means being the ordinary diuretic decoction of the 
bouse. We have given a fair tri^ to the apocy. cannab. in 
this case, without any appreciable result, thouzh in other 
cases we have seen decidedly beneficial eRects irom iL The 
Berioua organic deruigement of tlie kidneys in l^is case 
proves by the presence of large quantities of albumen, 
together with latty globulesand fibrinous oasts in the urine, 
almost forbids the hope of permanent improvement, though 
this progaosis does not always obtain, even in strongly 
marked caaue of Bright's disease, as, in the case of the young 
man, Connor, in Ward 14, who came in six weeks ago, wi£ 
almost as much distension of integument, and olJier symp- 
toms equally well marked, but who is now before you, and 
■bout being discharged. The microscopical 
bis urine revealed blood-corpuscles, fatty caa 
»nd epithelial scales, 

purging with pulv. purcrana, aod t^ following 
^ Inf. Buchu, Oj. 

Potass. aceL, 3 1. 
Cant Jsa. qq. 4.b. M. 

together with Uie use of the hot air bath, moraing and 
evening. Under this treatment the urine, though conlJnu- 
ing to present the same ^pearances under the microBCOpo, 
rapidly increased in quantity, and as you now see, the 
cedema has almost entirely disappeared, and the streagUi 
and natural complexioD are restored. 

The next and last subject to which I invite your atten- 
tion to-day, is that before alluded to, deUriym trtment, only 
one point of which, however, will especially occupy us at 
ttie present time. Permit me to illustrate my purpose by 
tie brief recital of a case which occurred under my obeer- 
Tation in private practice, a short time ago. A young and 
•nterprking Gterman grocer whom I had known profeasion- 
aUr lor several years, Gnally became so much of a consumer 
of nis own goods, as to bring upon himself on attack of tl^ 
disorder. On visiting him at his house, and recognising at 
once the nature of we complaint, I placed him under the 
treatment now oo well established as the most sucoesaful — 
vis. the exhibition of opiates to quiet the excited brain and 
nerves, and induce slee^ and at the same time after evacu- 
ating the overloaded biliary organs and bowels, to get in 
tome food as early as practicable. In due time the return 
of deep, though partial, and the reo«sition of a Uttle food, 

Kre promise of a restoration to health, and on a Saturday 
ng called from the city to remuD tilt Monday, I left him 
with full directions for the continuance of tlie ireUment, and 
that a brother practitioner, in whose judgment I had full 
confidence, should be sent for, should uiere occur any new 
irmptoms or a return of the old ones. On visiting him on 
tne morning of the following Monday, a period of lets than 
forty-eight nours having el^ised, I found indsad not only a 
renewal, but an intense aggravation of all the worst features 
of the case. He was in S» wildest excitement of delirium 
and muscular exertion, requiring four stout men, one at each 
limb, to keep him from tearing eveiything (o pieces, and 
heedless of all remoostrances, or ^orta at pacification. 
Afitounded at this change, and looking around, alYer giving 
directions for securing him by sheets and sti^is to the cot 
on which he lay, I saw nptHi the wall a farye ipot ofUood, 
KoA OD aakinf for an explaoatioii I learned that the patient 



had been bled from theannaboutaquart The professional 
gentleman in whose care I supposed I bad left him, had not 
been sent for, but another person, an irregular practitioner 
of some notoriety, bad been caHed by an officious friend. 
While superintending the confinement of the patient, sod 
ffiving directions for his treatment, this individual walked 



, and I then had my first and last interview with him. 
Calling him aside, I asked him if he knew tJie nature of tbe 
difficulty under which Ijie patient labored. He confidently 
repUed tliat he did — it was " mfiammation irf the brain/' 
" And you bled him ? " " Yes." " Then allow me to say 
that you have killed him. You have entirely mistaken ba 
disease. He has delirium tremtTa." Tills unpalatable idea 
was indignantly repelled. We returned to^tlier to the 
bedside of the patient, and in about five minutes, in the 
midst of a violent convulsive eSbrt, he suddenly expired 
L>efore our eyes. Rarely is so prompt and severe a lesMHt 
taught, of tlie value of a correct diagnosis, and in but few 
diseases does a mistake lead so rapidly to so serioue a 

With this introduction to the subject, your attention is 
now asked to a few remarks upon the differential diagnoat 
of Phrenitjs and Delirium Tremens. In a bo^ital situated 

this is, there is much less danger of an 



than you will sometimes find io private practice. Here the 
character and social portion of uie patients are such, gene* 



trouble is almost instinctively revealed. Still, even here \n 
have cases in which great core is necessary to avoid the 
serious mistake; while in private practice, the dlEhcutty aS 
a correct diagnosis will often be greatiy increased, by every 
effort being made to conceal the depraved habits of the on- 
fortunate individual which have induced the diaeaae, and 
it will ofttimes be demanded of you to avoid speaking of it 
as the truth would justify. Evenin thecertificateof death, 
should there be occasion for one, ^ou may find it expedient 
to give the cause any other designation, than that which 
will record a perpetual stigma upon the memory of the 
dead, and the Icelings of surviving relatives. 

There is no doubt that "Consumption," "Convulsions," 
" Nervous Fever," &c., in our necrological tables, would, if 
properly tnmslated, in hundreds of instances annually, mean 

You will infer from the case I have cited, that there must 
be a similitude in some of the features of these two diseases, 
calling for careful discrimination; and you have seen that 
the diagnosis leads to treatment, proper and neceesary in 
the one case, but fatal in the olher. Before inquiring into 
tbe distinctive characters of the two diseases, let ua trace 
these points of similarity. 

Ton will readily believe that manifestations of disease 
involving mental derangement, and other high wrought 
nervous symptoms, which point to the brain as the organ 
chiefly involved, may easily ne regarded as dependent upon 
inflammation or congestion of that organ, and that, how- 
ever diverse may have been the remote causes of such 
syjnptoms, tJie first impulse to treatment would naturally 
be, uie reduction of the circulating force, by the absLractiMi 
of blood, eitlier general or local. 

The coincident symptoms in the early stage of the two 
diseases are, general inquietude, restlessness of body and 
eyes, disturbance of atomacli, nervous excitability, fiuthed 
countenance, ^igil^nce; and at a later period, maniacal de- 
portmentandlanguage, with violence of manner— all of which. 
Ill varied degree, exist in both cases, and without careful 
consideration, may lead to the serious error alluded to. 

But when we come to examine, without pn-judioc, the 
points of difference, there can be but litUe i^culiy in 
.making up a diagnosis, and I now ask your attention to tbe 
following, constituting the Differential Diagnotis of the two 
diseases.. 

There are, perhaps, some other minor points of differ- 
ence, though none, 1 beheve, that can be set down n inva- 
riable, and the followinf are presented, not as a full oau- 



' DKiitized'b/ 



(joogte 



OLINIOAL LBOTURB BT JOBS H. GRISCOM, M.I>. tM.m,xm Ml 



meratiOD cJ all the symptomB of each, bnt rather for 
inirpoge of lajiDf; down a fteQerol cbart of the soocdingi cf 
diin sometine> difficult aavigatioii, tod to show the rocks 
kod quiclDundB whiofa must be oarefuUj avoided. 

PBHEN1TJS. f DELTBTtnr TRElfEyA. 

1. Commences with acute | 1. ComnieQces with giddi- 
pain ia the head, more or leas ness and aense of oppresaioa 
intense. . in the head, but no psin. 

2. Nausea and Tomiting' 2. Nausea and vomiting 
generally observed. variable, generally light, often 

3. No muscular tremor. | 3. Tremor of hands and 

, , tongue, almost invariable. 

4. Eyea red and sparkling, I 4. Eyes not i-ed, wide open, 
rather shunning the light, | mild in expression, rei^tless, 
growing wild and furious in, with quick glances, often Bxed 
ezpressiOQ as disease pro- intently on some obiect for a 
p-essea. I time, and suddenly wilh- 

5. Hearing at first intense-, 5. Hearing not particularly 
ly acute — in advanced stAges affected except by imagt- 
lost I nary voices and sounde. 

6. Vision imperfect and | 6. Vision correct as to real 
deceptive ; objects assume : objects, but imaginary objects 
unnatural colors. abound. 

7. Pulse small, frequent! 7. Pulse full and soft, and 
And tense. but little increased in fm- 



S. Skin hot and dry. 

.9. Delirium,soonassuniing 
the forin of wild and lurioua 

mania ; patient screams, uses 
violent and profane, or inde- 
cent, language. 

10. Coma supervenes in 
advanced stage. 



Dol, soft., and o> 



of loquacity, with the appari- 
tion of ludicrous or frightful 



10. Comaneveroccura,but 
the mind is agitated, and 
body in constant action; pa- 
I ttent calls for help ag^nst 
I imaginary evils. 

1. Hore or Iceb indiffer- 
B to pam ; — partial anass- 
Ithesia. 

Another important distinction, which yon may Bome- 
times dni it difficult to make, and of which we have had 
Ml instance during the past month, is that between dditittn 
fr»m*n« on tlie one hand, and Inpanity on the other. I 
fttlade to Uie sailor who was brought into No. 2, the ward 
»ppropriaUd to dtlirium Iremait, a few days ago, the 
general history of whose case, as derived from the IHead^ 
might very readily lead to the conctusion that he wsti a 
proper subject for that department I called your attention 
to trie case a* one of somewhat doubtful diagnoas for two 
or three days — the mimifectations each day varying to such 
an extent, that each visit induced a suspension of definite 
judgment He is one of a yacht crew, and exhibited 
symptoms, which, to us who knew nothing of his preriooe 
haUts, might very readily t>e constmed, in one of his class, 
into the effects of over stimulstion. In a few days he 
became very violent, throwing himself forcibly about, and 
endeavoring to bite his nurse, so that he requn«d confine- 
ment by straps. 

Although Lu this case there was no special demand for 
tKatment^ beyond attention to the secretions and evacua- 
rebral disturbance were nromi- 
the 



tions, yet the evidences of cerebral disturbance were promi- 
nendy marked. When we came, however, to look (or thf 



symptoms, one by one, of ddtriutn (rrmeru — as laid down 
in the foregoing schednle — they were so generally wanting 
that we were obliged to dismiss that from constderstion. 
Under the same test, there were no evidences of Phrenitis, 
and these being both excluded, there remained only one 
eonclusron, that it was a case of acute mania, and sucdi it 
eventually proved to be. 
In a very etaborvte moiK^Ttq>h by Dr, Conquest Crus* of 



Kentucky, published as a priw essa^ b^ the New Yoik 
State Hedieal Society in 1831, he maintaus the existence 
of " no lesa tlian four separate and distinct varieties of deli- 
rium tremena," which he distinguiahes by the respectjve 
aunee ot tAauc, hjfptrttiterue, tuOuaik, and Miuw*; a nomen- 
clature which sufficiently characterii^s them in bis estima- 
tion. If by this classihottion the essayist means merely 
the various modifications of the disease resulting from 
varietiee of temperament, or constitution^ difference in the 
individuals attacked, we may admit the arrangement, and 
the cat^ogue might even be lengthened ; but if he is to be 
nnderstood as aaserting that there are so many different 
forms of the disease, like the different types of fever which 
are found in the noeology, for one I am unable to coincide 
with him. Delirium tremens is a combination of symptoms 
eeaentialty tlie same in all cases, having one and the same 
cause, modified in its development only by the idiosyncra- 
aee of its subjects, and amenabht to the same ^neral 
course of treatment, varied only to suit the varied circum- 
stances of each case, and these variations may be almost 
infinite. With equal propriety might those adjectives be 
•{^lied to Any other specific disease, as smalt-nox, typboa 
fever, peritonitis, etc, and tbev hence be regaraed as Bep»> 
rate and distinct vu'iel.tes of tnose diseases, when tlw dif- 
ference would not be in the disease, hot only in the condi- 
tions of the afBicted bodies. 

In conclusion, with a few words upon the treatment of 
delirium tremens, I leave the subject to your further practi- 
CbI inveetig^on, with the too abundant opportunities 
which this hospital furnishes. 

You have mcidentaUy heard enough to authorise the 
inference that there is one thing in particular to be most 
carefully avoided in the treatment of this disorder, vis. 
blood-Ming. And not only is the loss of blood, by any 
means whatever, to be deprecated, as almost certain to lead 
to a serious issue, but eve^ other source of physical deprea- 
sion, as saline cathartics and the like, is to be excluded as 
t«nding to a similar result A satisfactory i priori reason 
for this will be found in the fact, that the patient's manner 
of life prior to the development of the maniacal symptmns, 
has been such as to produce not only a depraved condition, 
but also a deficient amount, of blood, and hence the loss of 
even a small quan^tj[, must aggravate the symptoms. The 
highly excited and irritable condition of tha brain and 
nervous system produced by over-stun ulati on, is increased 
by the absence of llie Ionic support which they normally 
receive from healthy blood, and to detract from uie already 
weakened prop which they have in that fluid, enfeebled 
and vitiated as it is in this disease, must necessarily increase 
the irritability, even to the sudden snapping of the attenu- 
ated vilnl thread. 

Allusion has been made to the remedial course which is 
chiefly to be relied upon — the remedimn magnum, as it has ■ 
been called. In opium we have the means of a direct alle- 



of the irritability of the orerBtroined nerves, and 
of inducing the so-long absent, the so-much needed, the 
essential, "sweet restorer, brimy sleep." But before resort- 
ing to this potent remedy, il will be found very generally 
advantageous to evacuate the overloaded abdominal viscera 
by an emetico-cathartic. In doing this, regsrd mnst be 
had to the important prindide before descanted upon, in 
connexion with the use of tlie lancet, via ; — to avoid de- 
pression of the phyucal strength, and force of the circi^ 
lion. On this aoeount you must avoid the use of the tart 
ant et pot Your reliance should be generally, for this 
purpose, on ipecacuanha, in doses of from 20 to 30 gmu 
m combination with 10 of chlor. hyd. The effect of 
the administration of this powder i?, generally, the dis- 
gorgement of a large qnanbty of vitiated bile, and a free 
evacuation of tbe primn vite, giving great r^ief to tlte 
system, and {^vparing the way for the mibeequent special 



...„ .^portent, so essential, is sleep, that it in reality 
becomes the first aim of the prescriber. To use the lan- 
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(•Ate, — the pirtient mnM deep or die." There tie, indeed, 
but tn-Q c&rdiDitl pointe to be kept ia view in the treabneot 
of ddirivm tremmt, vii. deep and Jbod, boti more or Ian 
'ififflotilt, KBd sometimes impOBsible, of atttimneat (the 
Btommoh having lost ita tone), but therefore it is that upon 
the fin! iKxp, and eepeoiaU7 if accompanied with a " plate 
of soup," -we are acoustomed to regard the patient >■ out 
of danger. 

I Deed not dwell npon the other remedies whicb are 
occasiotiaUy emdoyed in the procarement (rf" quietude, and 
die Hoothing of the excited t»«in atid irritable nerre»— 
floch as asmfbetida, csmphor, lupuline, etc, which are all 
more or le« valuable under vuHoua oironmstanoes, which a 
little experience will enable you to diacrimiaate. Nor is it 
KeceBsaryio dwell upon the use of alcoholic stimolus, itarif 
the cause of the eTiis we aeek to remedy. Suffice it to 
my, Ib&t however repugnant to one's moral aenae may be 
the idea of an exhibition of the bane, there neverthelees 
sometjmea occur circumstancee in wbicb it becomes, as it 
were, its own antidote. It ia to be administered in thia 
disease, cm precisely tlie same principles aa in others. 
ExcCTaive prostration and exhaustion, produced by the 
sadden wididrawal of the aocnstomed stimulus, OODstitnle 
the principal Bouroe of danger, and the reason for its uae. 
UndM" such circumstancea t£e exhibition of ale or porter, 
or at times a still stronger Btimulas, is plainly indicated, at 
the same time that opium ia the sheet-anchor which is to 
keep the sbivericg bark fWim founderin?. 

On the other htutd, many caaes are brought under oar 
care in thia Institution, of so tractable a form, as to need 
only the soothing influences of a warm bath, a comfortable 
be<i, a quiet room, and good diet, to compose the wild and 
erring fancy, and restore the shattered intellect to its 
proper bearing. Such wae the ceee of the man, who, 
though yonng m years, ia old in dissipation, whom we have 
this week past treated for his eighteenA attaek of this diaeaaa 



MEDICAL COLLEGES :— INTRODUCTORJES. 

UNTVBIfflITT MEDICAL COLLEGE. 

ThelntroductoirLacture to the regular course of the Uni- 
versity Medical College was delivered Oct. 15th, by Dr. Valen- 
tine Mott, BmerituB Professor of Surgery. It consisted of a 
review of the present state of the several departments of 
medicine, and the advuices which had beeii made in each 
during the past few years. He siso referred to the manner 
in which the different branches were taught in the institu- 
tion, and concluded with some wholesome advice to those 
who were about to enter upon their studies, enjoining the 
neeeasitv of untiring application on their part as the oniij 
means by which success could be attained in after life. 
The address was one in every way suitable to the occasion, 
and was listened to with marked attention by all who were 
present 



COLLEGE OF PHYSICIANS AND SUEGEONS. 
Prof. Daltoh chose, as the sul^ect of his iDtroductory 
Lectore, Tk* Hiitory of 1A« Circaixawn of Hie Siooi. He 
fint drew the attention of hii audienoe to the soeoe which 
waa preaented in the laboratory of the anatomist of Pavia, 
Aseltius, on the 23d of July, 1622, when the laoteals were 
fliBt exposed to observation. The et^^emesa with which 
tliia great anatomist aeiied upon the discovery, and the 
philoaophical manner ia which ho pursued his investigations 
tmtil he completely demonstrated tine fimotion of this system 
of vesaela, was adduced as an example worthy of imitation, 
and a proper introduction to the histodcai notice of tliose 
long continued but patient researches, which finslly culmi- 
BStM, through the genius of Harvey, in a thorough 
knowledge of the circulation of the blood. Prof. D. tien 
took a r^nd lorTey of ths labora of thoae anatomists, who 



from the time of GalaM to that of Hairey, directed tbor 
studies to the elucidation of the myateriea of the dieula- 
tion. The progresg of discoTerj in gen»^ anatomy wh 
traced, and the Bearing which each aewly established £m( 



bad 



i^n 



the ultimate result v 



! ehowtt. Galen, whose 



ithonty remained unquestioned for more than a Ihouand 
yeara, had made a considerable advance upon his predeces- 
sors, by proving tiat the arteries, as well as the veiuB, con- 
tuned blood, 'hit fell into great errors in regard to th« 
office of the liver, the course of the drculatioo, and the 
anatomy of the heart Vesalius was the first to break the 
spell with which the authority of Galen seemed to bind 
subsequent atudenta of anatomy. ** Many of fou," ssid 
ProC Dalton, " have seen a picture of the great Betgiin 
anatomist, preparing to engage in bia anatomical disseo- 
tiona. He is alone in ao upper room, lighted through the 
half-closed shutters of an attic window. On one side is the 
old folio of anatomy, whose leaves he hu turned so often, 
and whose statements be is about to verify or correct On 
the other are the implements of his wort placed ready to 
his hand. Before him is stretohed the subject which he is 
to examine; and as Yesalius, with one hand, feels the long 
prominences which are to guide him in bis incisiouSj ana 
with the other reaches out to graep the handle of tl^ 
BCalpel, his eye rests upon the crucifix that hangs above his 
table, and seems to forbid the sacrilege, with a mingled 
expreaaion of reverence and determination. He does not 
disregard religion, but he disregards the interpretation of H 
which others assume to force upon him : and with eveiy 
feeling of respect for its f^iirit and hijunctiona, l» 
throws himself thoroughly and confidently upon his own 
interpretation, as the last and the surest guide for 
him to follow. You can see that he -will not be turned 
from his purpose by the prejudices which he brieves to be 
baaed in ignorance, and strengthened onl^ by usage. 9ucb 
independence of thougfat and action, guided as it wu ia 
time by the best ofmolivea, could not fait to make him a 
master among his medical brethren, and to secure fbr 
him the reward of professional- success." The researcheeof 
Harvey and the course of experiments by which be finJfr 
damonatxated the circulation of the blood, were traced with 
much minuteness. In conclusion, the Professor made tlw 
following applicatiMi of the subject of his diecourse :— "I 
have gone through with (his rapid recital of the discovwy 
of the circulation, in order to offer you an imperfect iUns- 
tntion of the nature of the profession wliich you have come 
here to study. I need not tell you that it gives but the 
merest glimpae of ita muni6cent extent, and the richneai 
of its domams. Even Harvey did not teU ua everything 
»bout the circulation of the blood. Since then it* histoT 
has been continued by Ite discovery of the capiUs^ 
blood-vessels by Ualpi^i, and their distribution in all tbs 
different tissues and organs by succeeding microecopK ana- 
tomista; b^ that of the alteration of the blood in thehing^ 
and in diflereat g^dular and excretorv organs | its constt- 
tution, its tenq>er»ture, its color, and tie variations wbidi 
it undergoes in the circulalioa And atill, the question so 
far from being exhausted, only increases in extent and in- 
terest, and is to-day one of the most promising and ferti* 
subjects in the whole range of physiology. These diacove- 
ries, however, relate to only a sin^e topic in one depart' 
mant of medicine. Not only in physiology, but in patho- 
logy, surgery, chemistry, and practical medicine, there «* 
otEieTa of a simUar nature, which equally mark the cootinaed 
development of a restless and advancing science. ™* 
shows us how valu^le is the knowledge which has "^ 
acquired in the past, and witii what labor and what ^^"^^ 
application the secrets of nature have in part been misterei^ 
Beddea there is no better guide to teach us how to pu^ 
the study of medicine with auocesa, than the history ol'V 
progress in previotia agec^ and the manner in which it "■* 
ooma down to ue in ita present form. It is quite wM"**l°J- 
as we see, to regard m^itnne as so changeable a thingtbu 
our knowledge of to-day must neceaaarUy alwa^ becMW 
our ignoranoeof to-mGOrow. No '-^— ~ " 
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nwtioi is DHse fMnntneBt or more rriwfcle tiua oertMndw- 
ooveries nude in uiitom^ and physiology one thousand 
Taars t,go. Thoee who made these aieooTeriefl, wa oonfew, 
did not )tMm all the trnthe and the &cta which hftve i«- 
muDed to oar time ; they mre adojited br them, ride by 
■MenithimpcdectorerronooiK opimonamicfa have dia^>- 
pearod. Bat in eveiy age, and in every department of 
medical Mudy, the same qnahtiai bam contribnted to its 
advanoe. and the Bame methods of atady have alwaya been 
orowned with sucoea. The great diBcoveFera and aathori- 
tiee in medicine hsve always iMtified a uncere reepect for 
the socnmulated knowledge of the paaL No one, accord- 
ing, can work to advantage witii toe materials of the pre- 
sent, nnlesa he knows the aouroe fVom whidi they liave 
been derived; widiout that he wiH spend his time to no 
purpose in makinr old discoveries over again, or still worse, 
m repestiDg M Munden, and going over the wrong road 



NEW YORK MEDICAL COLLEGE. 
The Introductory Lecture to the ree;ular course of instruc- 
tion at the New York Medical College was delivered by 
Prof R. Ogden Doremus, M.D., in the clinical lecture room 
of that institution, on Wednesday evening, Oct 17th. lie 
lecturer commenced by alluding to an initugursl dissertation 
presented in the year 1757, on the subject of magnesia, in 
which Dr. Black aiscusaed the properties of "filled air," a 
substance which now rejoices in the title of carbcmk add 
gat. He demonslrated Uie composite nature of this Bub- 
staace by synthetical and analytical ezperimenla. Carbonic 
acid was made by burning charcoal in oxygen gas, also by 
the combustion of a diamond in pure oiygen, and recog- 
nised by its characteristic chcniical tests. Carbonic acid 
was then decomposed by the action of metallic potassnim, 
at an elevated temperature, and the black carbon exhibited. 
The physical and chemical properties of the gas were shown 
by weighing it in a TCESef euppended to a large balance ; 
by lowering a candeiabnim of burning candles, first into a 
capacious pass jar of oxygen, where a most vivid combus- 
tion wnfi excited, and subsequently plunging it into a 
large jar of carbonic acid, in which the flames were extin- 
guished ; also by pouring twenty or thirty gallons of the 
eas on 4in inclined plane .offorty or fifty lighted tapers, where 
Its descent could be traced, as candle after candle wns put 
out. The various natural and artificial source whence 
carbonic acid is derived were mentioned in detail — such as 
volcanoes, caverns, and fissures in the earth — by processes 
of fermentation, e. g. a bottle of green seal was opened, 
the champagne poured into a deep jar, and the effervescing 
g«B tested and demonstrated to oe carbonic acid. The 
relation between various combustive operations and car- 
bonic acid was discnssed — the exhalations from the hmgs 
were analysed, and the presence of this gas proved by 
experimenta — thus naturally leading to the theme of anv- 
fflol heat. The poisonous qaalities of carbonic acid to ani- 
mal life were compared witn ita beneficial influences to the 
TOgetable world — where it acts as a pabulum to plants — 
bemg the raw material out of which they in chief part iabri- 
G*te their woody tisanes, mould their flowers, or mature 
tbeir fruit, under the plastic influences of the sunbeams. 
The at&active experimeota of Faraday and TbiUorier were 
axhibited. Carbonic acid was shown compressed into a 
liquid, as pellucid as water, and subsequently concealed 
into a sohd condition. Two Urge wooden bowls nill of 
this snowy substance were shown to the audience. A por- 
tion of this responded to the tests previously applied to 
tl>e gas. Another portion was placed in contact with an 
iron trough Blled with mercury; a small anantity of ether 
was added to facilitate the evaporation of the solid carbonic 
acid, and in a few minutes the intensity of the cold demon- 
strated by producing a tolid mgot of mercary. Another 
portion of mercury was frozen in a medallion form, put 
trader a p i 't p s, and stamped with the laboratory seal. Ten 



poands of mercury ware oongealed m the form of a cup. 
into which water was poured — presently the mercury /twol 
but the water aoJidi^sd. Alargeplatinacrucible washeated 
iatensdy with a blaslrlamp, some water thrown in it, and 
retained ia * spbwoidal oondition, than poured upon the 
taU«; next aome solid carlionic acid was Introduced and 
allowed to remain for several minutes, and notwithstand- 
ing the intensity of the beat, but littje evaporated. Then 
a mixture of aolid carbonic acid and ether was placed in 
tin red-hot crucible, and to demonstrate the intensity o£ 
the cold, a thimbleful of mercury was trosen under these 
remarkaUe circumatanoes. Lastly, the audience were anov- 
hdUed viitK the toUd carbotuc add. The lecturer then pro- 
ceeded to discuss the relatioaehip existing between meoical 
schcK^ the medical proiession, and the public, and closed 
with an address to the medical dass. 



®riginal Comtnunkatiims* 

ON EXTENSION AND COUNTER-EXTENSION 
IN FRACTURES. 
BY DAVID P. SMITH, ILD. 
Wnni we hear sentimenta the moat opposite from men of 
equal authority in the practice of the healing art, it behooves 
ns to inquire partioulariy into the eulgect under conadara- 
tion, and ascertain, if possible, the reason for such diversi^ 
of c^iinion. I am fiersaaded that, in this way, mudi good 
may bs accom^hed, and dicta, at first glance directly 
opposed, may help eet*blisb each other's truth. The same 
words do not always mean the same things, and the aid of 
vision must be invoked in order to make out the exact 
sense intended to be conveyed. Thus it is that travel is so 
advantageoos to a medical man. He sees at a glaooe what 
pages of words would convey but a very meagre and per- 
haps inaccarate idea of There are many Uiings to be 
taken into account in the treatment of fractures wnicb it ia 
very difficult or impossible to express in words. Thus is it 
in regard to extension. By the word extension, the Eng- 
lish and French mean in reality the application of severe 
tension by means of narrow constrictive bands wound oa 
without any regard to the physiology and pathology of the 
limb. The mechsmcal powers are (4iplied by means of the 
screw, pulley, and axle borrowed from the carpenter, and 
his method of applying them to the insensible timber is 
strictly followed by the surgeon in adapting bis applianosf 
to the bruised, tender, and swelling limb. In a word, we 
borrow the instrument and the manner. 

Now; the best men among them, sn^seJ^aiettftiMpcs- 
sent day, and Pott and John Bell of the })aB^ have seen and 
recognised the grave complications arising from such eor- 
penter-tuneri/j and have condemned it all under the name 
of extension. Unquestionably there are many sins of com- 
mission even now perpetrated in the Unit«d States upon 
broken limbs ; but there are a good many surgeons now in 
America who have recognised the difference between tna- 
tured limbs and sticks or timber, and who do apply exten- 
sion in BO carefiil and judicious a manner, that they secure 
ita benefits without running any risks of axooriation <x irri- 
tation of the muscles. In a word, the Americans, at least 
some of them, by the use of extension so sppUed as to yield 
all of its advantages and none of its heretofore common dis- 
asters, are now making better cnres of their fractures than 
any one else. But bow is it that very good cures, better 
than the average, are made by Mr. Syme and others who 
scout at the idea of extension ? Must there not be some 
guiding principle then in the treatment of fractures, Ihe 
observation of which is essential, and which, though alw^ 
die same, may be accomplished by procedures beuing dif- 
ferent names, and, to some minds, g"™!"- -' JiA~» 
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natDm. Agnin, fhtctures will be moat miC Kw a ft lly treated 
by tbow s(irg«ons who nre tha beat scqaaiDted widi tarn- 
tomy and physiolopy, »nd Imow by eiperienoe what a 
bniraed and perhaps lacerated limb can bear. When a limbt 
after fracture of its bone or bones, becomes sbortEuad by 
contraction of'its muscles, it is evident that the mnades 
mast be extended timt the fractura may be sM. When it 
is set, thoee who decry eiteneion apply well fitting spltnti 
to the purftoe of the limb, which prev^t riicrteninr by 
die.frirfiort of apposing tnrfaetx. If the snrgeon were able to 
appl^ to the limb a ptrfecHy fitting firm thell, he would 
ptrfirUy nttuD hia olgect He would then have all the 
Extension he wanted. In other words, an outside bone 
would, if perfectiT fitting, supply the place of the inside 
bone. The practical difficulty is to Wpiy a pa-JmSt/ fitting 
BpUnt that niiiy, by friction of opposing suifacen, in othn- 
words, by eufficient extension and count er-^xteasion. pre- 
vent shortening of the limb. This practical difficulty is 
rendered so great by the swelling or subsidence of sweUing 
that may gread^ change the dimenmons of the limb in a 
few hours, that it ia not probable that it will ever be found 
safe to l^ly to the limti even a perfectly fitting oese eui^ 
rounding the whole circumferenoe. It seems to be, talcing 
into view the maD;r accidents that have arisen from undue 
constriction, bnt wise prudence that a considerable portion 
of the limb should be exposed to view in its wbole length. 
In order to make amends for the loss of ihction of oppos- 
ing surfaces in the lesTing a part of the whole length of the 
hmb bare, the splints must either be very perfectly fitted, 
OF if the coaptated suifaces are not sufficiently eztenave to 
prevent shortening, mor« fon» must be applied in the direc- 
tion of the axis of the limb. Formerly this was accom- 
plished by narrow binds which, by their undue pressure 
on a small surface, caused excoriatim, dougbing, etc etc. 
This is DOW accomplished in America by adhtBire atrapa 
extending along the limb, and kept in close contact with it 
by the pressure of the padded splints. Now the adhesive 
straps furaisb merely the auli-shortening force Chat would 
■ pertain to perfectiy fitting splints, and the pressure of pads 
fumishe^the transverse pressure of the satne. To make this 
more evident, alter padding your splints, wrap adheaive 

filaster firmly around ihem wiui the plaster side against the 
Imb. Then c&reflillv adjusting Clie broken limb, and extend- 
ing it to ita normri length, yon will find, on the apfdication 
of the ^lint fitted in this manner, that no retraction will 
take place, and that the friction of opposing surfaces between 
the hmb and plaster applied thus is identical with that 
between extending and counter-extending bands and the 
limb. Thus I think it can be clearly aeea that the extremes 
meet, and that one method, carefiilly applied, is exat^y 
eqaivalent to the other. 

EmititrKn, B«tit. II, mCL 
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ST. VINCENTS HOSPITAL. 
SoBoiDAi. Cases. 



John H , a German storekeeper, 33Tear8of age, unmar- 
ried, wai admitted to tlie Surgical Division July 6, 
18(10, under tlie care of Dr. T. C. Finnell. On the previous 
day, while walking in company with several others, he was 
fluddcnly pushed off the sidewalk, and felt on some loose 
stones, two other persons falling on him. When taken up, 
he was unable to walk or stand on the left lee, and had to 
be conveyed home. On admisuon he sulfered considerable 
pain, especially when auy attempt was made to discover 
the nature of the accident. The Timb was flexed at the 



knee, oouidwatdy abdocted from ita fi^w, and a hollow 
was obaerved in the posilioB of the trochaotery the foot 
everted, and by accurate measurement a l^igtbeniug of one 
and a half inches ^aoovered. He had to be supported 
by pilkrws in a sitting poaition, owing to tiie extreme 
paiii produced wfaen he attempted to lie down. Thaae 
nets put tog«tii« pointed out a dialocalioa into the farameu 
Ihyroideum as the true diagnons of the acddenL Next 
day Dr. Finnell proceeded to manipulate the limb, is 
reeommended by Dr. Reid, of Bochesler, while the patient 
was under the full influence of ether. During the trial the 
head of the bone slipped from its fiist abiMHToal poaitien, 
and another diriocation on the dusum ilii was pn)duced ; 
this, however, was overcome by a liUle forced extansion, 
and the limb was finally reduced to its natural powtioa. 
The patient was removed to bed, and the feet tied together. 
In five di^s he was allowed to rise and ^t in hia diair. 
Alter this he gradually began to move about, and at the 
end of four weeks was able to attend his business. 

KiKvotm ThtattM cubed bt Elbctbioity. 
Jambs CnosBr, aged 30 years, from the counliy, cane to 
the Hoepitsl on the 4th of Sept last. He was a man of- 

stout build, thoueh prematurely grey, of regular habits, and 
accustomed to hard labor. He was a married man, his 
youngest child being only seven months old, and his virile 
appetite unimpaired. He was attacked with a universal 
nervous tremor about four years previously, after having 
undergone considerable hardship and taken cold. This 
state continued all the time without any materia] change. 
with the exception of a slight alleviation while he walked 
or stood erect, but on sitting down the shaking resumed ita 
former condition, when he would make every article in the 
room vibrate in answer to his own involuntary movement& 
These were more particularly apparent in the extremities, 
but the head and trunk were also afiected, and liia voice too 
was tremulous from the same cause. The tongue alone 
was unaffected, but the muscles of the face were in constant 
action. He had been under medical treatment nearly all 
the time, but to no purpose. His general health had given 
way a good deal, his appetite being poor, bowels consti- 
pated, and rest disturbea. Despairing of the efficacy of 
drugs in his case, I hod him electrified every other day by 
means of a smalt battery, and after the first application the 
tremor abated somewhat, so much bO that I was very much 
encouraged to follow il up, which I did, having substituted 
a more powerful machine, in order to increaee its effect. 
After a few tri^ he improved very much' tlie tremor had 
almost subsided, his bowels became regular (a fact I have 
had occasion to notice in many other cases of nervous 
lesion, especially paralysis) ; he mept soundly, ate heartily, 
resumiog flesh and slrengtli rapidly, and went home 
rejoicing after a e^ojoum of only two weeks, with scarcely 
a sign of tremor, or the slightest indisposition whatever. 

TSHPORIBT HEHIfLHUA rBOli CoKCUKION. 

Jony M., Kt. 60, a porter in a oarpet warehouse, was 
admitted to the surgical division, March 19, I8G0, laboring 
under the effects of concussion. On tiie 16th inst., while 
crossing the basement flom-, he tripped over a roil of carpet 
and reil heavily, striking the bridge of his nose against the 
sharp edge of a wooden counter. The wound, a slight 
contused one, bled for ten or fifteen minutes, during wluch 
time he remained insensible. When he recovered, be 
experienced an inability to raise or use the right arm and 
leg. He remained under the core of a medical practitioner 
for three days, and on the fourth entered the hoBpiial On 
admission, the prominent symptoms were, as described 
above ; in addition, be had been laboring under retention of 
urine for three days, and his bowela had not been moved 
for the same lengtli of time ; the upper and lower extremi- 
tiee (edematons, especially on the right side ; action of the 
heart, labored, irregular, intermittent, the pulse indicating 
the some morbid phenomena ; t^>eech flatting and diick ; 
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risep dMoriMd. Odwrwwe he bwl • good sppeMe ; tiie 
to»ga«,aiiiiinuBelMof the taoe, not KfliKtAd; nocongfa; no 
mlbnineD in the urine. He wm of b fiitl habit, with the 
ftnpeannce of » pernon broken down from diSBtpation, but 
nu tM repeatedff dmied, and there vrta no proof other- 
wise to floitain the suppoeitton. A catheter iraa nitrodooed, 
and about three pinta of red tarbid urine withdrawn ; a 
terebinth enema was administered, and he ilept comfortably 
ft>r aeveral boura ; beef ttA and stimnlaDta m moderatkiD 
were direoted. Tbia treatment waa continned for several 
dajs, without any apparent benefit, the prominent ejnip- 
toms reroaininf^ the same ; the catheter was naed twioe and 
aofmetimes thrioe in twentj-fbur boura ; sleep diaturfoed, for 
which ha wa« ordered J ii U. 8. SoL MoTih. The costive 
oondilJOD of hia bowels was only eCTectually overcome by 
eoemata. ■ Gradually, however, he began to improve, the 
Btorbid symptoma ffradoally disappeared, and he was dis- 
ehatf^ eoDvaleecent one month fiwn Uie date of Bdmie- 
rion, the irr^^sr action of the heart alone rHnaioing of all 
the otlMT lymptonui 
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COLLEGE OF PHT9ICIANS AND SURGEONS. 

Prof. Paresr and Uareoi's CLnno. 

HoHDiT, OcToin 10, len 

casoNic FiBBooB mn-AHiunoii of blbow-jdimi ribultiko 

IN STNOTina. BEHASKS BT DK. HASKOE. 

UicoAEL P., blacksmitl), nt, 35, waa enraged 20 months 
ago in shoeing a horse, when tJie animal made a sudden 
start, twiued the right arm of the patient, and eaused a 
strain of the elbow-joinL For a year aflerwarda there was 
oonsiderable swelling preeent, and he continued tn suffer 
from pain and atiShees in the part. Notwithstanding tluB, 
however, he waa able to work at hia trade. About 8 monlhs 
ago a amall drcumscnbed swelling a[q>eaied over the 
external condyle ; (his in due time sui^rated and dis- 
ohai^ed itselll leaving an opening whicti would not heaL 
His oonstjtution is unimpaired. 

Remarkt. — The injury did not evidently result in acute 
^oovitis, inasmuch aa there now tqtpear no marlts of such 
■ severe disease, and, moreover, the patient would not have 
been able to work as ho has done. From the fact that the 
disease has been so slug^sh, and has given such a alight 
■mount of pain, we are juetiSed in supposii^ that (he 
inflammation was confined U> the fibrous atruoUtre around 
the join^ causing an interstitial deposit in those ttssuee, and 
thus ^ving rise to the stiSiieeB which the patient comgriaine 
ot This condiiidn is not of itself a dangerous one, only to 
&t as it acta as a predisposing cause to other diaeasee wtu<^ 
tend to produce disorganixation of the joints. Now tha 
wpearanoe and behavior of the ciroumacribed awalling 
show that one of two things has taken place; either the 
localised inflammatioQ involves simply the perioeteum, or 
has extended itself to the syuorial memlKane. We con- 
clude that the latter has taken place, in cooaequence of the 
oharacteristic appearance of synovial fluid which escapes 
M the opening when the aufrounding parts aie pressed 
upon, niere is only one other condition that can be mis- 
taken for this, and that is inflammation of the bursa ; but 
the fluid discharged under Ihoee circumstaooes has not that 
stringy adhesiveneaa which is reoogni^ed aa btlonging to 
ayDona. This disease is not necessarily oonGned to the 

rvial membrane, but ia very apt to exlead itself ODtil 
cartilafre ia destroyed, ana perhqx tbs heme itaelf it 
involved. In this case, as shown by an examiaatiwi with 
the probe, the diseased action haa not extended fiirther than 
the aynovia! membrane, but a atnall portion of which 
■eems U> be affected. This lattaF circumstanos can be 
aocountMl for by bearing in mind that in such eases nature 



fmaa a barrier of soUdUIed tJHne around an inflamed por- 
kon, (hua preventing the farther extension of the disease. 

TrtafmaU. — The first indicatjon ia rt»t to the joint, and 
tiiis can be best effected by confining the limb in an angu- 
lar tin splint. When this is done (he inflammatory condh- 
tion can be brought under control by the judicious ^^)ltea- 
tion of counter-irritants, such aa tjocture of iodine, blister^ 
or istnes, aooording to the special indications that may be 
jffewnt. If these menna should fail, we have another 
resource in the Bt«ftdy nee of small doses of bichloride dt 
mercuiy, in addition to which stimulating iniections may 
be useti, auoh aa a weak solution ef iodine, of the biohloriiM 
of mercury, or of the sulphate of eina The diagnoti* in 
this ease is very favor^ile. 

pott's mseau or 8i>iiix. — buubkb bt dr. pabjuk. 

A Gerroan, 19 years of age, first noticed about three yean 
ago, a weakness in the smtjl of his back, attended with 
more or less pain on motion of the part These symptoms- 
increwed until a aweUing appeared on the front part of hit 
thi^ The patient does not seem to have sufnared from 
any marked oonstitutional distuihance in ccmsequenoe. No 
ItCTeditaiy predispoaitioa diaooverable. On examination, a 
small projectioii was noticed about the middle of the dorsal 
region, whioh was painful on preaaute. TM swelling upon 
the front of the thi^ was fltKtoating to the feel, and was 
traceable under Poupart's ligament into the iliac foasL 
The patient was directed to aich his spinal column by 
stooping, to pick up something from the floor, but wna 
vnsble to do so. The case was disgnosliosted as Pott's 
disease of the spine, with abscess. 

lUmarht. — In remarkii^ upon the case. Dr. Parker main- 
tained that the loss of power to arch the spinal column was 
Ms symptom to be reUed on in making a diagnosis; that 
patients aSected with the disease invariably kept the back 
strai^tened, and stooped by merely bending their legs 
under them. The reaaon for this was simply to [K«vent 



poailion of the absoees as aiding in the diwnosis from \mP- 
nia, he stated that in the latter afTectJon the swelling was 
invariably upon the intide of vessels, while in the former 
the tumor was found equ^y often upon the ouUide of those 
vessels. In about 30,000 cases reported by Mr. Lawrence, 
but oat or two exceptions to this rule were found where a 
bamial tnmor existed ouUide of (he vessels. 

TrtatmaO. — The disease being always associated with a 
scrolUons diathens, the treatment must be Msentially tonio 
in cW'aoter. Cod liver oil, irou, and fresh sir, were the 
only remedids that gave any pro^tect of cure. Tha spins 
mi^t be supported by a proper appliance, and the local 
tenderness be greatly benedted by the employment ol 
countei^irritation. In reference to the absoMs, the treat- 
ment reoosamended was the formation of a valvular open- 
ing, aooording to (he plan of "Old John Abemethy, the 
object being merely to relieve any nndue tension of tiie 
parts by allowing bnt a small quantity of pus to escape at 
a t&ne, and alao by clodng up the opening to prevent th« 
aooesB of air to Uie cavity, and the consequent oonvenaon 
of its lining membrane into a pns-seoieling (pyogenic) soi^ 
&ce. The otijeot of this treatment is also to gnird wainst 
titoeration of the walls of the cavity, which is obviously 
attended with very disastrous results to the patianL The 
prognosis given in this case was Sivonble. 
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TUBISCULOtTB DUKASC OF THB IDROS. 

B. K., Bt. 46, a laborer by occupation, after having beaa 
exposed six miHithB ago to cold, was seised with a oouriL. 
which in the oourse of three or fovr d^js wm atlfmnstt 
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witb the diacbarspa of » teaapooBAil of blood mixed in tha 
•xpectoralion. Some we«k< Ut«r he bad three or four 
OlAcr attAaka of hemorrhue, the diaohatge unountUw in 
(UW iiuUncft U> a (OBCupTuT i^ Uooid. He spile up iroia 
time to time muco-puruleat mUter, which it greateet in 
quwtity inuuediatelj «ft«r rising in the moniiiig. In the 
Mt of Dougbing he complung of more or leas paio through 
the raperior portion of the IcA oheet. The ruht shoulder 
droop! BomewhiLt- There ii also coouderabte dyspnoM 
preMDt, tliu rt^mtorj act beitig cooGned for the most 
put to the lower portions of the chest. The patient haa 
auffered oooaeionally from nif^t sweats, and baa noticed 
from time to time a tendency to a burning he«t of the haada 
and feet NotwitliEtAcding the digeative organs are and 
have been in a good condition, he boa become aomewhat 
emaciUed. All the other fliiictioiu of the body Are per- 
feotly performed. The pulae is 108, regular, aoft, and of 
»TerKg» Base : respiration 40. 

Phytioal Hxatninatioti. — No difler«DC« of tocsI vibralioD 
DQ the two aides; aorenesa on percuasion, which is due t« 
local inflanunation of pleura, more marked on right eide 
than left; and the percu»on note under the cUvide is 
■harper and higher on the right than the left side ; above 



the clavicle thia difference i 

right tide uaMl the oUvicle inapin 

rUion prolonged, and T«aonance of to 



I marked. On the 
ion is harsh ; ezpi- 
« augmented. The 
same signa exist on the ieil side, except that the prt^- 
longation of the expiration, if tliece is a differenee, is more 
manced. There ia an exaggeratioa of the toc«1 tom' 
nanoe oa both aides. Sehiod the left clavicle thtre exists 
A slight Bubcrepitant rhonchus, with forced req)iration^ on 
th« oppoute eide (posteriorly) tha same signe are noUced, 
with the exception that tlie part is dull on percussion. In 
the right intra-aoapular region there'is bronchial requratioD 
and broochophuny, with a ahght amount of subcrepitant 
rhoncbuL The symptoma in the left intra-scapular region 
ate the same, but Icsa intenaiSed. The heart sounds, though 
normal in character, are transmitted with unusual deameaa 
to the point of right shoulder. Over the lower half of the 
laig pOBteriorly as aulertorly the reaiuratioQ and vmm ai« 
nearly uaturaL 

IHagtumt. — The rational symptoms point clearly to the 
bot that the cheat ia the aeat of serious diaeaae, and the 
result of the phyaioal examination oertaanly confirms that 
suspicion. The falhng down of the right shoulder proves 
tliat ilia ri^ht lung haa beoome atrophied, and the dulnesa 
on percuasion, prolonged expiration, and exaggeration of 
the TOGOl reaoiutno*, show that the natural elasticity of the 
ergana it interGered with. The aolidificotioD of the limg is 
KOt due to pneumonia, because thia Utter ia an acute auc- 
tion, rarely lasting over three weeka, and there are no attend- 
ant night aweata, emaciation, nor hemoptyaia. It m^ht be 
aaaeer, but this disease in tbe organa referred to is ahnoet 
always aasociated with a deposit in other parts of the body, 
and betidM it is very rare in occurrence ; when, however, 
it does exist, it is exceedingly difficult of diagnosis. Tbe 
jMVteno* of a fibro-pkatic, cystic, or other tumor in the 
tbest, mirht give tiae to tl>e phyaioal signB enumerated, but 
ftooe of the eonstitutioaal RyniptoniB as shown to exist in 
thia case would be preaent. Pleuritic eflusion maiy also 
MUM dulneas on penuasion, prolonged expiration, bronchial 
KBpiration and bronchophony, bat all theee si^rns are oon- 
ftned to the lower parts of the obest, the eppomte beiMg tha 
case in tuberculous diaenae. 

./Voy«oiM.— The prognoeia in this caw, inasmuch as the 
important funcLioa of digt;$tion rproaina unimpaired, ia 
pood ; but more especially is thia the caee when we take 
into aoconnt that the patient has no hereditary predisposi- 
tion to the diisBP 

J^ealmtnt — Aa the disease is one of nutrition, the indica- 
tions plainly enough poiut to the adoption of a good nutri- 
tious diet, and a tonic courac generallv ; enjoin exercise in 
Mn bpu air; givt ood-hver oil together with some one of 
the preparations of iron. Expectorant mixtures are in tiie 
uin ntire IrartAil than beneficial ; the proper way to cure 



tha ooii^ ia by tbe removal of the canaa of ihrt qviptoB 
by tbe means already advised. Tboe mixtnrei tra Devct 

ivodoctive of any good in. allaying a distresaiDg ooogh, 
except Ihej ooolajn some premrstion of opinin ; and saoh 
mixtures always occanon a d^vngeoient of the digtsdit 
orgaoiL Thia is an important point to take into eoneidei^ 
tioa in any ease wlkerelheadminietr^onof thadmgae«iBi 
to be required. 

Remark*. — The incieaaed di^xwitiDD to cough in Ihs 
morning is due to the fact that during aleep the nntai> ii 
allowed to collect in the bronchial tub^ in Ronaeqitaiwe of 
tbe diminution of the perceptive power of the bmnduiing 
that period. Pain throi^ the upper part of the dtiat, 
trom the oardiao region to the scapula, is freonenlly aiBt- 
plained of by patienta sufierioi!; fr«Kn phthiaia. The presenos 
of a moist subcrepitant rhonchua ia aocounted for ^thtt hj 
auppoaing tbe existence of a gmaU cavil; containing parlially 
broken down tubereslous matter, or which ia by tar moat 
commonly tbe case, the preeanoe of a local broachtlia. Yoa 
cannot have tuberculous deposit without the coexistence oi 
bronchitis; and local plennsy is also intimately assoriiud 
with the deposit, fur there are scarcely one or two cases oat 
of a hundred where thia inflammation is not present 
When bnmoptysis exists, if you CTclude the qoesiion of 
disease of the heart, and some rare forms of disease of the 
lung, you may be almost certain that the cause of the symp- 
tom is referaUe to pulmonary tuberculosis. 



Paw. Wit. H. Tan Btmnr'fl Cumc. 

Oct. ITtii, 1840. 
HBCROBIS OF raMUB OPERATION. 

Tax patient, a young man nineteen years of age, *•» in 
hie usual health until seven months ago, when aflfr expo- 
sure to cold be was attacked by a violent pain in the right 
thigb at its lower part just above the knee. The pus 
became very eiceseive, fever came on, and be was confined 
to hia bed in consequence. In the course of a week or ten 
days the fever subsided, but the swelling began to assume 
the character of an absoess, which at the end of a month 
discharged itself: at first by an opening upon the outsideaf 
the Umh, and sftenrsrds by another on the inade, nevly 
opposite to the former. The patient then began to get 
umtt, but the swelling becajne harder, and its volume con- 
tinued to inorease eo ttiat at the time he presented hinwlf 
to the elinio it was about one-third 1arf;er than tbe cotm- 
ponding part of the thigh on tbe opposite side. The two 
openings remained, fbrming sinuses which discharged poa 
and eommunicatcd with dead bone by a common cavihr. 
A probe conld be passed behind the bone, and cwnpletety 
thi-ough the limb fltim aide to side. One extremi^ of tie 
probe being slightly bent, conid be pased into a niul 
cavity on the posterior aspcHTt of tbe f^ur. 

Reijtarkt. — The patient was seiied with aente periostiA 
seven months ago which reeolted in death of the Ixme; in 
the meuitime nature has surrounded lie dead portion by » 
dieil of new bone (involucrum), whidi enables the yooBJ 
man to walk about. The dead portion is tailed the teqwa- 
trum, while tiie opetiings leadmg to tbe same are e^W 
cloane. This man was advised to submrt to an open 
from the fitct that dead bone was supposed to exist ia 
oavity of the invohiernm. Six monAs having elapaed mn 
the diaeaae showed itaetf, K is fair to infer that tite Deerand 
portion hatf become sufficiently detached to enaUe as lo 
remove it. If we do not succeed in bringing away »y 
dead bone, the object of the opa«lion wfH never1b<k« I* 
attained hr making a free opening down to tbe fsnxd 
portioti. The reason why the operation is advised is in 
oonsequHice of the vidnity of the ee«(n««bTan to Ih ekt^ 
joint and lo the popliteal arte^. The former is in d^fB- 
of an attack of aupporative in&mmation, while tbe eeatt 
of die latter are liable to beoome ended by tha prntuBi' ■ 
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»fff eharp qiieula thti nay b« in its MM^bcrbood, tbna 

^viog rise U> fearful hemorrhage Irom that vessel It is 
the puB^bilitj of these occidenU that juBtifies the surgeon 
in advimng an operadon with as little delay as posd- 
Me. 

The OptraKon. — The patient befng etherized, the opera- 
tion ms peffMBted bj Dr. Van Bwren. It oonaisted in 
malcing an iQcisioQ, about six incbea in lenetb, on the outer 
aqtect of the limb along the botder of the biceps flexor 
CTuris muscle. The incision passed through the cloaca and 
terminated a short distance below it. A division was 
effected between the t«ndcns of the biceps muscle and the 
Taatus extamuB, when tl>e pehoeteatm was dieseoled up aad 
the ext«Tnal surface of the inTolucnim exposed. An 
irreKular opening about three and a half inches long waa 
made Uirough the shell of bone, by the use suecesMvely of 
the trephine, mallet, and chisel, and rongeaT. The cavity 
thus exposed was hned by the characteristic pus-secreting 



dressed from 4he bottom in order to allow the free escape 
of pus, and also to favor the proper filling up of the cavity 
by granulation. 



JOURNALS rOB BEPTEUBER AND OGTOBfiR. 

Oaio Uedicai. ahd Suboioal Joubhal. — Sept. 

Abt. L Remarla on the Addrett o/ Dr. Sohnv be/ore the 
Maiu. Mrd. Society, by the Editob. Art. II. Notei on lome 
of the Chemiaii Reaetiotu of Nteotine and Saiurint, by 
T. &. WoRMSLET. Art. Ill, A Ifmt Operation for ProcL 
(iwtia Uteri, with a Suetete/il Caee, by Prof J. 0. Bbom- 
■ON. — The roucoua membrane was lemoved from the va^nal 
wall on both side& for the space of five-eighths of an mch 
wide and two inches long, and four iron wire Interrupted 
sutures applied as in a simple incised wound. 



Akt. I.—Okaiad SetearAet «n the AeHon of DiweUe 
Jttmediei, by Auvnn Fuvt. U.D.— The author girea the 
history of ten cases in wbica b« reports from day to day 

tlie treatment^ quantity of urine, apetafic gravity, and 
amount of solids in twenty-four hours. The acetate of 
potassa was given in three cases, all of which were cases of 
sub-acute rh^matism, with the efi^ of increanng both the 
quantity and soKd constituenta of the urine. The nitrats 
of potaaea was given in six cases, viz. foul of aaoites depen- 
dent on cirrhosis, and two of albuminuria from Blight's 
disease ; and in all the cases, save one, the remedy was 
followed by an immediate increase of tha quantity of nrine 
and amount of solids. Tbe exertional case was one of 
albuminuria in wbidi vomiting and purging were promi- 
nent symptoms, and the remedy appeared to act as • 
cathartic Digitalis, sqatlls, and juniper were given in cKun- 
bination in two oases of albuminuria; in one no diuretic 
effect was produced, but in the other the (quantity of urine 
and the amount of solids were increased in the same pro- 
portion. Iodide of potassium was given in one case of 
albuminuria: tbe doM was small, and no diuretic effect 
produsod. In one case of subacuiA rheianatisB tbe wine 
of cokhicum was given, which a{^ared to increase the 
amount of solids, while the quantity remained unchanged. 
The external use of diuretics was employed in three cases, in 
whidi amiitore of the tinctures ofdigitjiis, squills, and iodine 
was Rifdied freely over the abdomen twice daily, aecom- 
panied with brisk frictdon, with amiareMt dnn^io effeoL 
rbe author ooncludea that not much reliance can be placed 
Hpon the value of diuretics in the treatment of ascites 
dependent upon cirrbows, as they angment tbe solids out of 



proportion to the increase in quantity, thereby tending to 
injure rather thsn bcfieSC'the patient; that they mi^ some- 
times be nBefnliJr empluyed in tlia treatment of albifminuria 
dependent on Uright 9 disease ; that the rational indication 
in tbe treaknent of fnibocnto rheumatism by dinretics is to 
increase the solids of the urine, and the acetate of potassa 
seems to fiilfil this indication. He ofibrs to fbmfeh a proper 
field of study to any competent young man wilhng to 
devote a portion of his time In the furUier pursuit of thia 
subject. Abt. II — Leelure on, Dinplaemnente of the Uterut, 
by E. R. Peaslee, M.D. Abt. lU.— Lecture on the Phi/tio- 
hgy of the Cimtlation, by J. C. Daltos, Jb-, M.D, Aet. IT. 
— A nevB intirxatiettt for tha toeai appfication of anatlhetie 
awl ttimuialmgvaporefor deafitem, netrraiyia., Sd, by H. P. 
Dewies, U.D,, New York. It coosisis of a detitatte retort 
with nozzle projecting an incli and a half, perforated by a 
capillary aperture, and a suppiy-tube rising about an inch 
above the level of the curved neck ; this being filled with 
ether is placed in a glass-receiver, filled wlih moderately 
warm water, and tbe noEzle applied to tbe part affected. 



BoBooL TnmLAnoti.— -In tbts age of gregarious ch^ 
rity, we too frequently see benevcieat impulses lead- 
ing to the most pemidous maleficence. A blind pro- 
pensity to do good, goaded into activity by want of ra- 
tional occupation, originates the wildest projects of hu- 
man reformation and modelling, and attempts to carry 
them out with an almost incrediUe reckkssness as to 
means and seoondair consequences. Cburcfaes are bnilt 
with every conceiTable defect of arran^ment and ventila- 
tion, endowed with the 
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and the poor of tbe neighborhood crowded into them, 
under the relentless tyranny of a well-organised brigade of 
district visitors. The pallid face of the gasping preacher, 
and the worn and weary aspect of the congregation, are 
asmly interpreted by tbe phynok^isC The sonla supposed 
to be saved are hurried into etermty from that ftetio atmo- 
sphere without remorse. The moat picturesque infanticidal 
schools spring up in every parish. Uedisval romancers 
point wiUi delight to their high-pitched roofs, tiny windows, 
and thermometers with columns of mercury motionless as 
bars of iron. Charming, but stupifying, equalnlity, of tem- 
perature I If in a TiUafpe, we are sure to find them in th4 
nearest jiroximity to some stagnant pool; if In a town, in 
the darkest and closest comer. Sow it may be very 
gratifying to the good people concerned in these depopulat- 
mg procetBes to pique themselves upon fheir facile accom- 
modation to circumstances, and tbetr phancy In stooping to 
(ha kvd of the poorest and the lowest. But if we foHow 
out their doings beyond the forcing of a few ephemeral 
creatures up to the standard of some flashy and flippant 
school inspector, we meet with traces of iiredeemable evil 
at every step. Designs planned in ignorance ere committed 
to the working of ignorant agents, who, when they encoan> 
ter thwarts and difficaltiee, grow exasperated, peerisfa, and 
more rigidly severe sod unjust in their discipliBe. Children 
are ga^ered together in these " educational" places, like 
the Strasburg geese, are crammed with crude, miscellBneous 
elements of afl the sciences, driven to " Divine worship" 
twice a day to endure Ebnrian tortures, CoHectised, cate- 
chised, biblicised, and testified, in tbe intervals, by some 
devoted lady patrooeea, wbo marvels at tbe reluctance and 
lethargy of ner prokgeti, attributes the irritability and slug- 
gishness resulting from OTertasked powers and bad atmo- 
sphere (o innate wicliedness and obstinacy, insists upon sub- 
mission, orders punishment, and is indignantly inflexible. 
She expects penitence and amendment, and gets the sem- 
tdance of it; while she emtdies some spirits, tainla many 
minds, and leaves tbe trail of retrograde dunge and die- 
ease in every deUcate organization ebe lias the care o£'— - 
Medieal TVma and Batttle. 
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8ATU3U)AT, OCTOBER 27, 1860. 

MEDICAL EDUCATION.— ITS TENDENCIEa 
Tsc op«ningof the madkcal Kboob iuMiguratei the medical 
oewioa of the yev. No aonual event, propwl^ considered, 
is of equal vaportmce to the republic of medtcioe. Yet 

yn fbsT' th&t it too often passes unheeded by our profession, 
bimplj becauae its aigniGcance is not appreciated. Let us 
consider its bearing ufMn the future of American medicine. 
The four or five thousands of atudente who are now 
gathering in the schools throughout the countrj, are the 
recruits who are to replenish and swell the ranks of that 
arm; of practitioners which now numbers in this country 
not far fiM>m forty thousand. Is it of litUe consequence that 
these recruits are quaURed by educaUon, habits, and moral 
tmning for the peculiar aervioe of the phyeicisDl They 
are to be our brethren, our equals, and in the progress of 
evenls they are to be the exponents of the character of our 
profession, and give it rank in the popular regard. If ihey 
are thoroughly qualified by pievious education, axxd bring 
to the investigation of the abstruse science of medicine, 
minds well disciplined to patient study and accurate re- 
search, (hen will they become masters in its various departs 
ments, and in subaeqnent life will sustjkin its reputation as 
ft learned profe^iou. If ia addition to educational qualifi- 
cations, they have correct morals, and setisibilities keenly 
alive to the sufferings of their fellows, then will they coO' 
firm its reputation as the most humuio profession. But if 
the majority of those who are now about to enter our 
ranks have but a limited education, dissolute and proBigate 
habits, and are seekiug personal aggrandizement as the end 
and aim of Ufa, then they will def^ade the profession to 
which they belong in the esdmation of all whose opinion 
b entitled to respect and consideration. Could we deter- 
mine the character of the recruits that arc to-day admitted 
to the ranks of the army, wo could with certainty foretell 
the value of that army, when the struggle of the conflict 
comes. We need ecsroely add that if we judge Irom Che 
past, many who now enter npon their medical studies have 
no proper qualifications. We could wish that it were not 
bo; that those who stand at the threshold of the temple as 
its guardians, would carefully scan the applicants for ad- 
tnis^on, and turn away to more congenial pursuits the 
ignorant, the imraoral, the unwwthy. Every aeaooiation 
<if men, for whatever purpose, guards vigilantly the door 
Qirough which accession is gained to its ranks. The wisest 
and most trustworthy are stationed at the portals to exa- 
mine each candidate that no improper person may become 
a member of its select body, and change the peculiarity of 
Itsorighial organization. But the ancient and honorable 
profession of medicine gives little heed, in this country at 
least, to the character and tnistworthinens of those who guard 
the portals of its temples. Unconcerned it witnesses the 
annual indux of members, and sees the most unworthy too 
often elevated to the privileges and honors of its order with- 
out a remonstrance. It is true that hitherto the profession, 
a a body, has lacked the organization, and consequently 



the power, to protect Itself teom these degrMfing tmxiar 
tions. The field of legitimate medicine, like a wide douaia 
imperfectly hedged, is guarded by mercenary sentiiwh, 
and thousands, unqualified, annually purchase admienoii, 
and with the mort mMttmions gunsr its ridi froiii 
But a better day is dawning upon American medidne, ud 
a brighter era will ere long occur in its history. The pn>. 
fession at large has an organization which is alrudj 
sufficiently powerful, were its forces but properly directed, 
to protect ite own domain fn»n further incursioQa. Thranf^ 
the medium of the American Medi<»l Assot^tien, it en 
erect such defences as it diooses, and dictate, authoriMivclj, 
who may, and who shall not, he admitted to its bigbM 
privileges. That it cannot compel the educating ttodies, h 
by Legal force, to scan more closely the preliminary quiUfr 
oations of students, and indicate ihjB etandard oT ednc*' 
tiomd quahSestions of graduates, is very tme; faoliten 
by suitable organization eetabhsh its oum standard of tior 
cation, have its own examining body, and confer its oiw 
degrees. The ezigendes of our times demand thii of ibe 
Amerioan Medical Association ; the honor, digoity, tod 
character of American medicine are t^proaching a crim 
which this body can avert. We may not now indicUe 
the precise steps by which this great refomn is to be 
accomplished, hut that the initiatory step must soon be 
taken, and the work resolutely prosecuted to its (.■ooBunm* 
tion, no one who has at heart the honor of our pmfessioa 
can fur a moment doubL In the collection o[ medical 
schools wliich it was our privilege to present in tba 
students' number of the Medioai. Timu, we bsva, *« 
think, laid a foundation for rational speculatjon in regard to 
medical education in the United States. It ootonTyalTordt 
the opportunity, much needed, of learning the advinl^ 
which the schools in different sections of the connlrj ofl« 
to students, but what is of more consequence, we there 
Isam the value which each school attaches to its dlpkxBa 
This valuation indicates their standard of medical eductticn. 
It isoot our intention at this time to enter upon that orilical 
exemiaation of the subject of medical education, to whidi 
this collection invites us, but amply to oBer some gener^ 
conclusions which are apparent on a superGcial examina- 
tion. What will, perhf^?, prove to the mass of readers ik 
most marked difTerence in our medicaJ schools, has a sm- 
tional bearing, vis. betwe^i the Northern and Soolben 
schools. It will be noticed that the feee in the Soathen 
schools are uniformly high, those most recently estabHebe) 
having a scale as high as ihe largest and most lavored 
Bcliools of the North. Among the Northern scbn^ 
the scale of fees varies from the lowest of the Seoib- 
ern schools, to the price of the parchment for a diplon*. 
If the scale of fees indicates anything as regards the t^ 
mate of the school of its educational advantages, and the 
value of a tlioroug^ medical education, this exhibition u 
figures shows a vastly higher appreciation of a nwAnl 
•ducalion at the South, than at the North. Tb« K^ 
most striking feature in the ecbo<^ is the almost uu- 
versal interest now manifested in olioical instnictws- 
This is indeed the most hopeful mgn of the times. Beie- 
lofore the importance which the stools attached to diiucal 
sdvaatagee depMided ee^ely upon the faoUitica «1hc^ 
their partioular location happened to affiird. The scbea) n 
unlbrtunste as to have a sitnation distant from any bo^' 
tal or infirmary, loudly decried clinical instruction, tod 
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iMi^ will remembar th«t a Teaenble profeaaor went ao far 
■ few jMiB ago w to regard it aa abiolutdy iujoriotu to the 
Btudent Scbook eituated id our lake and seaport town^ 
B»w tbeir advantage, and T&untod their bcilitiee for chnical 
instruction, and, not unirequentl}', publiebed in their annual 
dieularB a list of all the medical inaliuitions of the town, 
coBny of which were not even open to a tranaient viaitor. 
Althoagh orinicnl iTietruclion, as given in our coUegM and 
boBpitals, lacks system, and is as inefflcient aa it well can 
be, atill we attach to it so much importance, that wo regard 
this evident desire on the part of the schools (o aSbrd such 
adrantages to their pupils as in the hi^jieat degree encou- 
rsi^ng, Again, it will be noticed, that nearlj all of our 
most flourishing schools have targe FatMiltiea, and Ipngth- 
ened courses of instructaon, seTeral extending their terms 
to fife moDths. This tact is worthy of notice, ss it is due 
to the direct influence of the American Medical Asstxuntioi]. 
In oonctudiog these desultory rernvks, which ilie open- 
ing of the medic^ session has suggested, we may add that 
• carcfiil observation of the history of our educational 
bodies for the last few years, reveals certain inevitable ten- 
dencies which afford reUable data from which to cast the 
horoaoope of the medicBl schools of this country. Clinical 
instruction is to beoome the Mm gud non in a oouree of 
medical education, and hence those coUeges located in 
populous towns which abound in pubUc medical charitiea, 
will make the strongest appeal to students, and gain the 
largest classes. Those cities, again, which offer to tlie 
Btdiools the lai^^t advants^ea for hospital pnctice, will 
become inevitably the centres of medical education. Nor 
ia it difficult, in the Ugfat of the above facts, to indicate the 
cities which are to be crowned with this proud diatinction. 
That different sections of our wide extended republic must 
have their own schools of medicine, in which the differences 
- of diseaaee dependent upon climate are to be eqtecially 
tauj^t, ia evident. The North must have her own sohools, 
and the South and West must have theirs. Already the 
Fadfic coast constitutes a fourth climatic division which 
most have its schools. The great emporia of these grand 
divimons.of the country must become the centres dike of 
e and edncati<H). 



THE WEEK. 

A CASS of death from the carelessness of a druggist is 
reported in the city. The following ia the report; — 

On Saturday alternoon Coroner O'Eeefe concluded on 
inquest at No. 230 SuUivau street, on the body of Catha- 
rine Uadden, a child three years of a^ who died on Wed- 
nesday evening. It speared iu evidence th&t the child 
had been ill for some time, and was attended by Dr. Kelly. 
On Wedaeaday the Doctor lefl a prescription for the child, 
embracing in its compoeitioD a quantity of quinine. This 
nescription was put up by John G. Manning, a druggist 
Bring at No. 139 Bleecker street, who carelessly substituted 
laorphiue for the quinine ordered. The consequence was 
that a single dose killed the child. The Jury rendered a 
Terdict of death throng the carelessueaa of the apothecary. 
"" ' ' '■""■■> find 

Qraud 3ary might find agwnst him, and to stand commit- 
ted until the bail was procured. 

To prevent such errors, it has been su^esled by the 
English journals that druggists should keep all potent arti- 
dee, or such as are called poisons, in «dored bottles, or 
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those having a peculiar shape, with narrow necks, or of an 
angular fluted figure, in order that in obtsining them, the 
attention diDutd neceesarlly be directed to their pecnlioiity. 
The suggestion is a valuable one, and deserves the attention 
of our druggists. Jlere labels are not sufficient, as is proved 
by the frequently recurring accidenta like that above re- 
corded. A recent number of the Laneel contaius a long 
list of cases of accidental poisoning by these mistake. 
Among them wo notice Strychnine given instead of santo- 
niae; laudanum instead of black draught; colchioum wine 
instead of antimonial wine ; tincture of aconite instead of 
tinctureof chiretta; laudanum insteadoftinctiu^ofrhubailt. 
Many instances are also recorded in whidi a pecnlisrity of 
construction of the vial would have arrested attention, and 
saved much suffering, and oftentimes life. 

It might b^upposed that an event like the visit of the 
Prince of Wales to our city, which has filled the daily 
papers to overflowing with matter of the most exciting 
popular interest, might furnish at least a paragraph for a 
medical periodical wherewithal to commemorate Uie great 
occBsion. But forsuch s purpose it was productive of only a 
single incident, which, however, was of so much importanoe 
to the public that we should be guilty of inesCHsable indif- 
ference if we let it pass unrecorded. The following item 
in a morning psper alludes to what the future historian of 
New York should regsrd as the moat noteworthy event of 
the week, if not of the yesj". — 

" At the special request of the Mayor of the city, the 
City Inspector will, on Wednesday night, clean the follow- 
ing streets throuj^ whi(^ it is reasonable to suppose that 
Baron Renfrew will pass during Ilia visit here: Fifth ave- 
nue, Waveriey place, Broadway, Astor place, lafeyetta 
place. Bowery, Chatharo street, Second avenue. Twenty- 
third and Forty-second streets." 

The medicaldepsrtmentofour public charitiea labors under 
a most serious disadvantage. We refer to the political and 
consequently unstable character of the appointing power. 
Aside from the utter incompetency of the governing Boards 
of these institutions to make judicious selections of medicd 
officers, the constant liability of a change of their political 
complexion, and the compulsion of (he medical aspirant to 
office to assume a political character as a necessary pre- 
requisite, tends to render the medical government insuffi- 
cient, and degrade the medical ofSoer to a level with the 
common political hack. The public charitiea of this city 
afford many meUiu;holy instances of impn^>er ^>pointmenta 
from thiscause. The Ohio Penitentiary has recentiy under- 
gone a change in its medical management which also 
forcibly illuatratea the truth of tliis remark. An educated 
sod competent physician hs£ been removed by the Oov- 
emiB', and his place filled by an irr«^lar piactititmer, 
donbtlesB entirely unqualiSed for the position. 

Bellbvite Hospital is to have a libraij. At a recent 
meeting of the Medical Board an a|^ropriaUon was made, 
a librarian appointed, and rooms set ^>art for this purpoae. 
A well selected hbrary will be a most valuable acquisition 
to this inatitutton, now the resort of such a large number of 
medical students. We may add, also, that through the 
liberality of the commissioners^ a Microscopiat is to be ap- 
pointed to the Hospital staff, who will be furnished with all 
the necessary ^paratua for conducting microsco^cal re- 
searches. /" " -1 ~. 1 1 > 
Digitized by VjOOQIC 



300 AjUMiM* KWUvl TImM. 



PROGRESS OP MEDICAL SCIENCE. 



f rogrtss of HfMcal ^dtmt 



OPHTHALMOLOGY. 
Bt Hbtrt D. Notk, M.D. 
Contribttfiont to the Knowledge of Dtfectt of Refraction oni 
of Accommodation. {Beitrage zar KcnntniM drr Refraetiont- 
vnd Acrommaiiaiioia-Anomalien.) By F. C. Bonders. Ar- 
dUv far OphthahnologU, &i VI. Abth. L 8. 62-106.— 
Id this p^>er Frofeeaor Condere (of Utrecht) coutiiraee 
the subject of ao earlier number of llie Archives, giving 
it a wider range, and embodying some original views 
and discoveries. Tlie paper is continued in tbe succeeding 
part of the Archives, and is illiisfrated by several diagrams. 
The wliole deserves complete traDslation as an important 
addition to ophthalmic knowledge, and a cfftidensation, in 
order to do it justjce, must be rather lenf^hy. His first 
aection is given to the "definition and division of defects oS 
Eefraoliou," in which he proceeds: 

For clear and distinct perception of an object two con- 
ditions are neceRsary. First, a well defined and inverted 
image must be formed upon the anterior surface of the layer 
of rods and cones (Jacobs membrane) of the Retina; second, 
the local impreauoD thus excited most be trannmitled to 
the fibres of the optic nerve, be imparted to the brain, and 
then in reversed direction be projected outwarda. 

By this twofold inversion the projected image will cor- 
respond to the object ; we aver that we see the object when 
it ia really only the projected Hetinal image which stands 
before our eyes. All defects of vision arise from non-fUl- 
filment either of one of these condltJons, or of both com- 
bined. If projection of the picture outwards ia disturbed, 
whether by anomalies in the retjna, in the optic nerve, or 
in tlie brain, then the diaeaie will belong to the domain 
of amblyopia or unaurosf. On the ouier hand, if no 
Retinal im^e is formed, it must be either because the r»ye 
are too much diffused in the interior of the eye^ or because 
there are opacities of the medisL. Ijaeliy, the im^e may 
not fall exactly upon the layer of rods and cones of the 
Retina, while the object shall be within the usual range of 
clear vision, and when there are no deviations from tlie 
normal curvature of the surfaces of the media; — when this 
is the cue there must exist faults of refraction or of accom- 
modation. 

Defects of sight may ^lerefbre be divided into three prin- 
cipal classes (speaking of vision with only one eye), vis. 
amblyopia, opacities, defects of refraction or of accommo- 
dation. 

To the last group I now direct attention. " The distance 
of distinct vimon" is something ollen spoken of, and great 
pains have been taken to determine it with precision. But 
in the normal eye there is more than one " aisiance of dis- 
tinct vision;" there is a point nearest to the eye to which 
it can accommodate, and there is another point most 
remote: every point lying between these limits becomes 
each for itaelf a "distance of distinetvison." If the neareM 
point and the remotest point are known, the scope or 
breadth of occommodaJJon can be obtained by the method 
which I indicated in a former paper.* Let t represent the 
distance from the eye, of the remotest point, let p represent 
the distance of the proximal or nearest point, — then tbe 
Iweadth of accommodation will be pven by the formula: 



In an ideal eye the remotest point will be at an infinite 
distance, that ia the eye will be able to bring parallel rays to 
» focus upon the layer of rods and cones. But few eyes 

correspond to this ideal. Very often parallel rays are 
btought to a focus in front of the retina, so that a distinct 
reUnst picture is obtained only of objects at a finite dis- 
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tmce. ^e rays ootmng from tbeee object* whro thty 
enter the eye, are divergent. If tbe aocommodslton u 
taxed to the utmost, parallel r&js not seldom conw tot 
locus behind the layer of rods or cones: to form a ehaip 
retinal imtige in ^uch a case, the rays in striking lh« eje 
must be converj^nt. The former condition is caffed mio- 
pia, to the latter condition I apply the name Hypemw- 
tropia. 

If eyea be oon^dered in tbur relntion to tlra ftrtbert 
point of tJistinct vision, they will fall into three classes, m. 
Ist, the normal or emmetropic, which can be adapted Ui 
parallel rays ; 2d, tbe myopic, adapted only to divCTgenl 
rays; 3d, hypermetropic, adapted to convergent rays. 

In this cbs-iifintion based upon the remotest point cf 
dew vision, is contained tbe fundamental principle of FniC 
Donder's paper. Previous classificaUoDe hare taken ibe 
Dearest point, or rather the so called " distance of disliad 
vision," SB the point of departure. The radical olgectioM 
to this system the Professor slates to be that the distiiK- 
tions must be arbitrarily drawn ; that tiiere can be no dis- 
tinction founded upon the different directions of the nys 
of light in entering the eye, whether parallel, divergent, <i 
convergent; that the power of adjustment makes liie dis- 
tance w the nearest point of distinct vision a variable (^llm- 
tity. In accordance with the classification hitherto received, 
myopia and presbyopia are regarded as anlJ4;anigtie: 
because in the fbnner, objects must be brouf^t dose to tha 
eve, in the latter they must be held at a distance. Cpia 
closer study this ontaconism will be found to be speciMt: 
it is ap^rent, not retu. Myopia depends upon unomal 
anatomical structure of the eye; presbyopia does not; it is 
the result of increasing age in every emmetropic eye. Tbe 
myopic eye posscssea tbe full power of accommodatioci; 
defect of this power ia the very evence of presbyopi»i 
Myopia depeot^ upon the abnormal position of both tlic 
farthest ana nearest points of vision ; presbyopia upon lh« 
abnormal situation of the nearest point. Finally, that Ibae 
two conditions are not opposed, although diverse, is evidcDt 
because they may co-exist in the same eye, as m ciMS 
where clear viuon is confined witliin tbe liroita of fourteai 
and twenty inches ; here the furthest point is too near, tie 
nearest point is too far from the eye. The inexactness oT 
the old distinctions become more palpable when the md- 
diUon which I call hypermetropia became better understood 
It has been formerly called byperpresbyopia, as if it wer«« 
higher grade of preebyopia. That this is an eiror in hii- 

Sage and of conception qipears when it is reniembend 
at an eye is often " hyperpresbyopio," but presbyopic in 
only tbe least degree ; tiiat in " hvperprcsbyopia" the power 
of accommodation may be in bill vigor, while in presbyopit 
it is always enfeebled. 

I therefore adopt the distinctions of myopia and hypet- 
metropia. In the former case the focus of the dioptric 
system is in front of the retina: in the latter case,iti) 
behind tJie retina; in the normal or emmetropic eye it is 
exactly in the layer <rfrods and cones of the retina 

In uie Mcond aeetioit of fais p^ier, which is upon nmipvH 
Prof Bonders adverts to the fact that slight grades of bto- 
pia, namely ^th and ^\,Xh, are much mora common tM 
are usually supposed. For example persons may MC *<S 
at two, three, or four feet, but csunot re«d letters an im^ 
high at fifteen to twenty feet Such cases have CWMd 
much perplexity. They may all be described by the Ecr- 
tnula i (r being the furthest point). The same is true'' 
the condition designated "' myopia in distans." Differ* 
oonditions have been cfariatened with this term, via. t^ 
Kerit the above cases <€ slight myopia, by FroomuOer ■ 
case of hypermetropia, by Von Graefe some rare ommo) 
spasm of the muscles of accommodation. Tbe teim " myo- 
pia in distans" may be well dimensed with ; the two ixaa 
conditions fall under totally (fifitrent cat«gorie8; the W 
may be simply and correctly called spasm of accommo- 
dation. 

The tiiird tection is upon Hypermetropia; a morbid cooA- 
tion, formerly not recognised at all/oi'elae.inmibdeisUw- 
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The higher gruJea have b«en described by Ton Oraefe: 
Bv SUUwag TOP Cation it was conwdered « higher defrree 
Ot precbyopia, and he makes eeverai categories, ag facvuta- 
tiTe, relative, and absolute byperpresbyopia. But it haa 
not been hitherto observed tliat hjperiuetropja in a mild 
form is iridelv prevalent, and that it uoderiiee a disease 
loD^ described bj the various names, hebetudo visus, asthe- 
nopia, lassitude ocutaire, impaired vision, weak-sightednese, 
etc 

The definitiou of hypermetropia was given above. It 
exists so soon as the eye can see to a distonce farther than 
the normal limit ; so soon as it oan be adjusted to oonver- 

£nt ra^B; when the focus of the dioptric system Hce behind 
e retina. Objecla in terrestrial nature radiate light in 
divei^ent pencils: objects at an infinite distance send out 
parallel rays. The eye has no need to be adapted t« conver- 
gent rays. The hypermetropic eye therefore enioys a use- 
less faculty, while it has lost much that is useful (To the 
oculist hypennetropia does become usctiil ; he is thus ena- 
bled to examine tne eye of a myopic patient with the 
ophthalmoscope without using a concave lens to obtain the 
upright image. From the myopic eye rays are reBected in 
convergent pencils. But this advantage will not compen- 
sate the inconvenience of being obliged to use glasses for 
all ordinary vision.) 

The grade of hypermetropia can be easilr en>rB8Bed. 
It is the distance to which the eye is capable of seeing 
beyond the normal limit It is found, by giving (he per- 
son the strongest positive glass which he can use, and yet 
discern objects at an infinite distance with distinctnese. If 
he can do this with glasses + nt 't' iVr + it ^^ hyperme- 
tropia will be Vm ft7 ii °^ more accurately, Vj, i,^^, one 
incn being deductea for the distance of the gtwa from the 
optical centre of the eye. 

This appears mmpW enough, and yet a difficulty interposes. 
I soon learned that all such persons have acquired the habit 
of exerting their accommodation to the utmost, even when 
looking at a distance, and that they continued to do thi^ 
although the occasion were removed by giving them posi- 
tive gusses. Upon repeated trials, tney would pQt on 
glasses which were stronger and stronger, but after all the 
grade of hypermetropia would be eetimaled too low. With 
young persona whose power of adjustment was vigorous, 
this difficulty was felt in the ^eatest degree. They acquire 
the habit of putting forth their full abiLt^ of adjustment at 
every effort of sight. In older persons, in the very young, 
snd in those enfeebled from any cause, the difficulty is not 
•ogreaL 

To obviate this ecnroe of error, I have recourse to my- 
driatica. A solution of atropine, three to four grains to one 
ounce of w^er, will paralyse not only the sphincter of the 
pupil, but also the whole apparatus of acoommodation, and 
Uien the true focal point of the dioptric system oan be 
ascertained. The beat object for testing the si^t is a small 
luminous point carried lo a ^at distance. The effect of 
Mtificial mydrians upon the distant vision of a normal eye 
is hardly noticeable— ^metimea a glaas of Vgth to i',th wiil 
improve the vision, very rarely wiH J^th or yith be accepted. 
Upon myopic eyea the effect is not perceptiWe : with dilated 
pupils uiey do not choose glasses any weaker than they 
used before. In hypermetropic eyes the difference is o^en 
satonishing; with unparalysed accommodation, thev prefer 

glasses ^{th, ^gth at flrat, atierwards ^^th or Atn ; after 
le use of atropine, they often require ^ to see distant ob- 
jects : tins will be the true measure of their degree of 
hypermetropia. 

Section 4 opens the subject of Asthenopia in its relations 
to hypermetropia. The usual symptoms are briefiy detailed. 
They are too weU known to need repetition. Prof. Donders 
quotes Mackenzie, who says that it is probable that the seat 
of asthenopia is to be fmind in the organs of acconimoda- 
tioa He and other ophthalmologists recognised in the dis- 
e the speedy exhaustion of the power of adjustment, and 
J the 
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painful aymptwuB. But Uaclcenzie disapproved of the 



of convex slasees, and the idea wholly escaped him, as well 
as others, that an intrinsic defect in the construction of the 
eye lay at the bottom of the trouble. 

In truth^ the manner in which the disease appeared waa 
such as to keep this conjecture at a distance. Up to the 
16th, 20th, or 25th year, the prawns bad enjoyed good 
vision. Gradually the asthenopic symptoms come on : close 
application of the eyes becomes painful — repose restores 
their functions. Could anything else be imwined than that 
this disease is really developed at this period, and must not 
the cause be eou^t in excessive application of sight? 

" Impaired vision from overwork is the title under which 
Mr. While Cooper describes it. But this explanation over- 
looks the &ct that thousands atrun their sight even worse 
than these persons, without entailing upon themselves the 
same symptoms ; and, per contra, that these symptoms some- 
times ^pear in children, who have not overtasked their 
visual functions at alL Since the same cause does not pro- 
duce the aame effects, the expluiation must be soueht in 
some roecial predisposition. I soon convinced myseu that 
not only the predisposition, but the very cause coDsists in 
a degree of hypermetropia. The bypennetropia is held in 
abeyance until the 16th, 20th, or 25th year, because until 
then the fuiwer of accommodation is strong enough to 
overcome U. When the adjusting power begms to ful, the 
latent hypermetropia becomes manift'st, and soon asthenopia 
declares itself. The occasion of the asthenopic symptoms 
is pet^slent close qipUcation of sight ; the cause of the 
symptoms is the hypermetropic strucliire of the eye. To 

Erevent confusion between cause and occasion, take this 
lustration: A person climbinga mountain becomes wearied; 
the immediate occasion of weariness is the exertion of climb- 
ing ; the cause of his fatigue is the feeble power of his mus- 
cles compared to the weight of his tiody. The disproportion 
between his muscular power and the weight to be carried 
always esista. even when he is not climbing ; it is the effort 
of climbing that brin^ on the fatigue. This disproportion 
may, by proper exercise, be so much reduced that he wilt 
not become fatigued until alter repeated excessive efforts. 
The relation between hypermetropia and asthenopia is 
exactly similar. I assert uiat whenever asthenopia is found, 
hypermetropia is almost never wanting. To demonstrate it, 
<uop a strong solution of atropine into the eyes, and then 
try positive glasses upon distant objects. I have found 
hypermetropia in every one of the last 100 cases of asthe- 
nopia which have occurred to me ; in the greater number 
of them (he hypermetropia was conNderahTe. There are, 
however, other conditions besides asthenopia, in which use 
of the eyes upon near qjects is pMnful : sucli as congestions, 
especially in myopic persons, beginning amblyopia, granular 
coniunctivitia, neuralgia of the eyes; but other symptoms 
i will distinguish these sufficiently. The only affection bear- 
[ ing much analogy to asthenopia ia one studied by Prof. Ton 
' Qraefe, viz. a slight paresis of the internal recti muscles 
I that interferes with the proper convergence of the visual 
axes in near vision. These cases are, however, very nnfre- 
I quent j among the above 100 cases not a dngle instance of 
I insufficiency of the recti inlcmi came under my notice, 
I After having thus proved that hypermetropia is the cause 
of asthenopia, and that the symptoms of the latter become 
i evidenced whenever the a^jusUng power begins to grow 
' weaker, in Section 5th the " relative Dreadlh of accowmoda- 
I tiou" is discussed. The degiee of conve^nce of the visual 
! axes has been long known to have an important influence 
I upon the range over which the eyes will he able to ai^ust 
I themselves. The same degree of convergence will be 
I aocompanied by very different breadth of accommodation 
in normal or emmetropic eyea, in the myopic, and in the 
! hypermetropic eyes : these differences depend upon habit 
and exerciae. To make comparisons between the various 
kinds of eyes, in reference to their range of accommodation, 
' when Influenced by differing degrees of convergence of the 
visual axes, Prof Dondeia hsa arranged his ob^rvations in 
I diagrams. The peculiarities oi the emmetropic, the myopic, 
I and tbehypermetropwey^arathuadiur^preieiUea To 
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go into detiuls is impossible without the ossiatance of the 
a'ltgnttas. 

A few facta irill show the interest which attaches to 
ttiesa inreatj^tions. Myopic eyes can convergie (o an 
angle of 24* and bring into play only about ^^^-^ of their 
accomraodation, while at that angle its rnnotest point ii 
6i inches. The normal eye at 24° converpence, exerts y'jth 
or T'j-th of its power of accommodation, its remotest point 
being at 10 or n inches, The bypermetropic eye at O', or 
with parallel axes, must dready forcibly exert its accommo- 
dation, because the fi>cuB of rays of Ught is at a point 24 
inches behind the retina. That the rays produced would 
meet at 24 inches behind the retina ia shown by the needed 
convex glass which is + 24. If now atropine be used, the 
produced rays meet at 8 inches, i, e. a glass of 8 inches focus 
IS needed. This shows that the person hnbituatly exerts 
I — ^ = ,^j of his accommodation to bring parallel rays to 
n focus upon the retina even with + 24. When by bring- 
ing the object closer to the eye higher angles of conver- 
gence become necessary, a disproportionately greater effort 
of adaptation must be made, as, for example, at 24° about 
one>fiflh of the entire ability of adjustment. Besides this 
the adjusting muscles acquire the habit of being thrown 
involontarily into a state of tension, npon eveiy attempt to 
see distinctly. As would be expected, the limits of accom- 
modation, taat is, the utuation of the near and remote 
points, after a time become altered. Tet in ^ite of this 
change of position, tbe power of accommodation at last 
becomes insufficient, and then asthesopia supervenes. 
Prof. Donders asserts that the power of accommodation 
begins to grow weaker in such persons even at the 15th 
or 20th year. 

The normal eye may he put into the condition of the 
hTOennetropic, by putting on aglass— j',. A young person 
■will even then be able to see clearly, by increasing his 
effort of adjastment ^, for every convergence of the visual 
axes. To this he ia perfectly competent. If, however, his 
accommodation become restricted, then symptoms of aalbe- 
nopia will occur. 



MATERIA MEDICA AND PHARMACY. 
Bi Edw&bd R. Sqdidb, M.D., or Brooklyn. 
CarbonaU of LHhia in Uric Add DiaOetit.—'KmT of 
the jonmah, and some recent works upon gout and rheu- 
matism, have of late again brought forward the sails of 
lithia as especially adapted to the treatment of these dis- 
eases ; and the increased facilities for obtaining lithia appear 
to give a practical force to the miggestiooa to its use for 
beyond that of the time when it was first su^;gested by Dr. 
Urc, about tlie year 1643. Its claims as a remedy appear 
to depend entirely upon its chemical character, and upon 
the ftcA that it is found in those natur^ mineral waters, 
thongh in very small proportion, which have been most 
suoceaeliilly resorted to in the uric acid diathesis. The 
chemical points upon which its alleged value is supposed to 
depend are, first, its low equivalent number, namely, seven. 
From this circumstance oomea the fact lliat fifteen parts of 
lithia win satnrate is much of any acid as ihirty-one parts 
of soda, or as forty-seven parta of potassa. Secondly, that 
it has a strong and predominant affinity for uric acid, and 
forms, witii uric acid, the most soluble of the salta of that 
add. By this predominant lenity its salts easily decom- 
poae the urates of soda and lime, and form more soluble 
and therefore more easily eliminated urate of lithia. The 
duin of reasoning in the prpmises is as follows: Certain 
idiosyncreaies and habits of life are attended with the for- 
mation and separation of uric acid in the living economy : — 
that a continuance of sudt habits of life produces gout and 
some forms of rheumatism, with a deposit of uric acid and 
Inaoluble urates about the joints and in the various tissues 
of tbe ccmoBij: — that tbe uric acid and nrabs 



late and beeomo hurtful ii , 

and insoluble character; — and, linally, by eujipljing i 
powerful base, which is required in very small proportion, 
and which will not only combine with the free uric acid, 
but win decompoee all its salts, and form other salts that 
are more soluble and therefore more easily efinrinatei 
The reasoning appeara to be good, and the grounds afforded 
to be sound ; and the &ct that under the internal use of niti 
of lithia, the uric acid deposit disappears from the urine, 
sustains the argument. But it must be borne in mind tint 
the formation and separation of uric acid and urates is the 
effect and not the cause of gout and rheumatism, lod ihit 
the modification of uric acid and urates ai^ (heir Ibnnt- 
tion, does not necessarily influence tiieir production; utd 
that therefore this lithia as n remedy, even upon the b«sl 
reasoning, only renders a troublesome symptom or expres- 
sion of the diseased condition more manageable. In thii 
way, however, it may undoubtedly accomplish mach; tod 
^ain, in establishing and preserving a peculiar alkiline 
character of tlie fluids of the economy, it may weB eietwe 
a curative and preventive inBuenee. It ia precisely diii 
effect which the waters of Carlsbad, Ems, Vidij, elc^ 
appear to produce, all of which are alkaline, and all roD- 
tain a small jiroportion of lithia salts. But thewhfJeof 
tlie rationale m this, as in many other case!, is too eicla- 
sive and too chemical ; and the experiments of Dr. Oarrod 
and others upon portions of cartilage infiltrated with deposits 
of urates, should have only the force which pure chemislfj 
can lend them, for they are all far f^om being condiurre 
evidence of what occure in the living fluids and lisuei 
When we see the vital forces interfering with such law; as 
those of gravity and hydrostatics, it is not consistent wiifc 
either truth or logic to assume Uiat the laws of chemisirj 
are less modified. M. Trousseau, however, on a Isle occa- 
sion, before the Imperial Academy of Medicine, goes fir 
into the opposite extreme when he snys tliat " In llie fitld 
of practical medicine the chemista have not only no cani[\ 
but hardly enough ground to ruse a tent upon," to v^ich 
M. Bouillaud very happily replies, tbat although Troiii!WM 
may have gone farinto the extreme opposite to that which 
he so condemns, yet, as Pauline had too many virtues not (o 
become a Christian, so M. Trousseau has too many intellee- 
tual virtues not to admit chemistry to its legitimate tniide- 
rate ground. 

In conclusion, carbonate of lithia Kems to have sufficient 
daims to entitle it to a fair trial in the uric add diatlie^ 
and Drs. Ure, Garrod, Williamson, and others, deserrecredB 
for bringing it forward, aiid foi' their experiments upon iu 
reactions and efl"ecta. Carbonate of lithia u? a while riAot- 
tres powder, having a strong alkuline taste, not unlike lb*t 
of bicarbonate of soda. It requires about 100 times it* 
weight of water for soJutaon,— tliat is, a fluid ounce of wiler 
will hold about four grains in solution. For internal use, 
however, the solution should bo more dilute. In the pre- 
sence of free carbonic acid it ia much more soluble, sad car 
bonicadd water formsa good, but by no means indispensaWe, 
vehicle for it A good formula for its adminblration is to 
dissolve twenty grains of it in a pint of water, or of csTbonic 
acid water, and to give of this a wine-glossfut three or four 
times a day, diluted at the time of taking to half a tumbler- 
ful or more, and to be taken after meala. It is said to pro- 
duce no observable phydological effect, nor to cause idt 
inconvenience, but it imme<lietely diminishes tlie uric tda 
deposits in the urine. Dr. Garrod has used as modi u 
four grwns three times a day when a prompt effect wm 
desired; and when a larger amount of allsali was desira- 
ble, he aaBodBteBpo(a."sa or soda salts with it. He."tatealh»l 
under its use gouty attacks are lesa (requent and lew setn^ 
and gouty depoails are removed. 

The SttrtOKope,~lt is said that Sir David Brewsterm 
inquiring into the history of the Htereoacope, finds its fimda- 
mental principle was well known even to Eodid; thalrt 
was distinctly described by Galen 1,500 years ago; and 
that G.imbati8ta Porta had, in 1599, given such a complete 
drawing of the two separate picturea at ween by •<* ej», 
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•ad of the combined picture placed between them, that ne 
recognise in it not odIj the principle but the constfuclion 
of the stereoecop«^ — Chemut and I)ruggi*t, 

Gtm Colton at « Mker far Corrraiue Liquitb.—M. 
Boettger, in the Pdyt. NolaAlntt, 1860, No. 7, p. 966, 
recommends, and doubtless originates, m Cit as the publt- 
catioa v> concerned, the use of gun cotton aa a filler for 
acida, soluliona of nilrute of silver, chloridu of Kinc, pentum- 
gaualo of potassa, etc. This subetance has been used for 
such purpoaes in tliis countrj for some years past, and 
though not concealed, hag not ha^meiied to be pubLi^ed. 
It has beeti pretty freely mentioned among chemists, and 
U therefore probably usod in a number of iaJMratoriea nere. 
Who originated tlie practice bere, it would doh' be difficult 
to aacectain, and it matteia the less aince M. Boelt^er is 
beyond (question entitled to the credit of the original obaer- 
vatton, smx:e he is the first to publisli the facts. The writer 
is under the impression that he first reoeived the idea from 
Fro£ i. Lawrence Suilli of Louisville, Eveutucky, some two 
years and a lialf ago. 

Examination of the Seeds of Jtidaut CWtmunw. — The 
Society of Pharmacy of Turin offers a prise of 500 Uvree for 
*n answer to the foUowing propo8ition» : 

" To det«rmiae the quantity and quality of the proximate 
principles contained in iJie seeds of riuinus cominuois. 

" To make known the cause of the marked differenoe 
Tvhich is observed in the mode of action upon the animal 
economy betwean the seeds and the expressed oil of the 
seeds of the ricinus. And, to indicate, if possible, the req>ec- 
tive action of the divers priaciplea isolated. 

" A ^>ecimen of the priociplea wbioh the author may be 
able to isolate, should accompany the memoir. 

" The memoir, written in eitJMr Itahan, French, or Latin, 
should be sent before tlie Slst of December, 1861, to M. 
Cbit^pero Francesco, General Secretary of Ibe Society, at 
Turin. — Bovehardat, Heperloire. 

This interesting subject is understood to be offered to 
universal competition, and the honor as well as the prize 
for the essay are very well worth having. The plant is 
largely cultivated in our middle and western states, and the 
oil forms a staple commodity. Tbe honor of this essay is 
therefore quite within the readi of our acienUfio men. 
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Tbb PsBiDtirr, Dr. Jobh Watson, read a p^>er on tetanus, 
of which the Mowing ifl an abstract: — TaUnus ma;y origi- 
nate OS a primary or secondary diaeaae, the former being the 
idiopathic, the latter the traumatic form. Idiopathic tetanus 
is rarely seen in this city, though it is not unoommon in 
certain localities. Traumatic (etanuB is not always due to 
mechanical injuries, but may result from bums, ulceration 
from frost-bitten limbs, chemical irritants, oongenital syphi- 
lis. Trisinus nasoentium, so frequent in warm climates, he 
has never seen. Tstanos, tlien, as seen in this city, is 
assignable to some pr^-exiatiog local irritation, which 
affects innervation of the excito-motorv apparatua. The 
severity of the attack bears no ralatiou to that of Uie 
wound, a slight acratch, or abrasion of the sldn, having in 
tuB observation induced a fatal attack. Tetanic symptoms 
may sunervene immediately alter the injury, or be delayed 
for weeks, even until the wound is healed. An angnr wound, 
however, or an ulcer in which suppuration nas been 
arrested, ia more liable to be the precuiaor of an attack. 



When tetanus is about to occnr, no remedies addressed to 
the wound, such aa removal of the cause, amputation of the 
Inib, Ac., can airesl it. Tetanus beloogs to the class of self- 
Witing diseaaee; it nu«Ij lasts beyond (he fifUi week, and, 
when gener^ seldom suhsidea before the- dose af the dtim 
week. When about to terminate in heallli its order of 
retrocession is rarely the same as its onset, nor is its ^ipai>- 
ent sub^deace always penaanent^ Tbe antbor entered 
minutely into the symptomatology of the diaeaBc. In hta) 
cases death is apt to occur within four or five d^^ either 
by a^yxia, epasm of tbe heart, or exhaustion. Where 
destJ> occurs during a paroxysm it is more often due to the 
former cause. Several illustrative cases w«« adduced by 
the author, in one of which he performed tnu^eotomy witii 
only temporary relief Spasm of the heart aa a causa of 
de^ in tetanus is denied bj some writers, but Dr. Watson 
reports a case in which the lata! result was attributable to 
that causa, the muscular fibres of that oi^n being f<MiBd 
bard and rigid like cartilage. A case was also given, &ta) 
after amputation of tbe arm for its relief In r^ard to tho 
mortality fivm this disease. Dr. W. believes tbat exchu&ig 
oases in which the employment of powerful reraediea has 
been excessive, and those casea &tal from the severity of 
the origin^ injury, not less than one-third, or perhaps one- 
half of those juaiciousiy treated, recover. Of tbirty-tbrea 
oases, of which he has memoranda, occurring in private md 
haspital practice, and with every grade of injury, there were 
eleven recoveries. These successful cases were reported at 
length, and illustrate the author's mode of tr^Ammt, whicb 
is assa&eUda, wine, and fluid nourishment, or, in other 
words, support, and guarding agvnst spesni. The aeaafi»- 
tida ia administered by the rectum, or in a watery emol- 

Dr. A H. Stetbhs, in reference to the ration of cold aa 
an exciting cause of tetanus, referred to a case of fiamre in 
ano which he had operated upco several years ago. The 
genUenuin lived in the oountry, and the operation was per- 
formed ou Saturday, with the understanding that the patient 
should remain in town until the following Tuesday. Con- 
trary to directions, however, be started for home on the 
afternoon of the same day, and bemg exposed during the 
ni^t to a draught of air in his state-room in the staam- 
boet, caught cold, which in tbe course of a few days evea- 
tuated in tetanus. The treatment consisted of opium, mild 
enemata, and the free use of beef tea. The case waa sue- 
cessfbl in its issue. Dr. 9. fhrtber remarked, tbat he looked 
upon a person who waa auKring from tetanic paroxysa* 
in the same light as one who waa being subjected to hard 
labor; hence the attendant copious per^nitMn, and ooo- 
sequent exhaustion. He did not tbink that the neotssi^ 
fbr a mild eourse could be too stroo^y urged. In oonolu- 
sou, he ezpi eased his entire concurrence with the views 
set forth in the p^)er. 

Dr. J. Harioh Sws remarked that the late Dr. Drak* 
established the fact in regard to tbe traumatic tatanus and 
bydrophobia, occurring in the valley of the UissisHppi, that 
tliey bore an inverse ratio to each other; (hat as yea g« 
south attacks of the former become more fV«queiit, while 
the tendency to bydrophobia iBoressei. So &r aa the pro- 
gre« of the disease was oonoemad, all the caaes tiut Dr. 
Sims bad seen were self-limitad in <dtancter, and also i^ 
curative. He fiirther stated that aeoording to Curling th* 
cases terminated hebdomadally or at the multiple of an 
hebdomadal period, and that if the disease lasted over a week 
there was a probwility o( resoverr. Dr. S. advooatod tba 
sustaining treatment, but stated uiat he had seen bat vetj 
few recoveries Uke place in tbe south, wbera he believad 
the disease was mgr« fatal iu its tendency than ebewbero. 
He cvferred to a case which occurred to him fifteen yean 
ago at the south, of a negro who was seized witli tetanus 
in consequence of a punctured wound in the foot from a 
nadL Having on consultation of authorities seen division 
... ... 1 .__i . ^ribrm BuA 

in operation upon the post-ttbiaL This baing done, marked 

imeUoration of the sympMms Ulowad, i 



of the nerve recommended, ho detormined to perfom 
an operation upon the post-ttbiaL This being done, n 
ameUoration of the sympMms Ulowad, lad tiw | 
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GnaUy recovered. Id renrd to Tritmtu Nateeniium, he 
BUted that be bmd pabltBbed a paper npoD that subject, in 
the AineruanJour. J&d. Scituctt, some time in I8i8. iUti»- 
trttive of his peculiar views d that diaeaae ; that he coD' 
■dered it a disease of ceatidc origin bj meduuiical eotn- 
preMion of the medulla oblongata. The first few cases 
were of Biich a chanoter as h> indnce him to believe that 
the j»«S3ure wsa oocasLoned by the oocijulal bone ; ■ubB&' 
quant obMTVations, howerer, established tbe hct tbat 
lateral pressure might produce it equally as well At that 
time also he advanced some theoretical views as based upon 
his first few oaaas, which however he was since compelled 
to retraoL He stated that in partorition the occipit^ bone 
was depressed and overl^ped by tbe two parieU^s at tbe 
Wnbdoidal suture, for the purpose of accommodating the 
diwoetera of the head to those of tbe pelvis ; and chat if 
tbe bone was allowed to retain its position there was alwavs 
danger. It is a disease ibat very seldom ooours after the 
ninttL or t«nth day, but is most usual during the first three 
or four days of existence. Contrary to ilie generally- 
accepted opinion, it is liable to occur in the coldest climates. 
Jn conclusion he referred to the following case, ocourriiw 
in the practice of Dr. Onsoom. The child had suffered 
from tbe following symptoms during thirty-six houn: 
borborygmi; greemeh passages from tne bowels; constant 
Slee))les8ness ; inability to such ; moaning : and slight spas- 
modio twitches. On examination of tne cnotum, the 
peooliar afaammat relation already referred to between the 
occipit^ and parietal bones was noticed; tbe diitd was 
pUoed upOQ ita aide in such a way that the weight of tbe 
head rest«d along the edge of tiie os fitintit, and in about 
a minute sAer the child became perfectiy quiet, and slept 
four hours. An hour alter waking all the unpleasant symp- 
toms had ai^Mided, uid the little one was able to take the 

Dr. if oNdltt remarked that it was a scientific maxim 
that, like causes under like circnmstances must of necesaity 
produoe like results. This being the fact, if this rule was 
•{^lied to tetanus, it would ba found that the disease was 
not the result of local injury, inasmuch as very: few of the 
vast number who received such injuries suffered from any 
tetanic spasms. He thou^t that it was neceasac7 to sup- 
poae in those cases where persons did suffer from the dis- 
ease, that a tetanic diatbeois existed, and that tJie wound 
was merely the exciting cause. 

Dr. Watooii remarked that Dr. McNulty lXK>k vary singu- 
lat views of the subject According to such a theory it 
would be as well to suppose that hydrophobia did not 
depend upon tbe bite <A a dog, because every one bit(«n 
did not suSer from the disease. 

Dr. J. P. BanoiLDXB stated that in every case of tetitnuB 
that had come under bis otiservscion, the firtt symptom 
which showed itself was a ttiffma of tJt« mrniU* of tht leg. 
He thoQglit that such would be found to be the fact in all 
oaaeB, if the patients were interrogated with reference to 
tbat point. In his experience, if the patient survived the first 
week with a putse not over opo hundred, he would get well. 

Dr. H. Dl BuiiKLiT reocJleeted being told by Dr. Knight 
of a ease of idiopathic totaaus. 

Dr. U. Q. PoRTBB referred to a ease of idiopathic tetanus 
which occurred to biua four or five years ago. The 
patient was tea yaais of (ge ; tlie attack was a ver^ severe 
one, and recovery was the result of a free use of brandy 
and beef-tea. From the absence of evidence to the con- 
trary, he ooDsidered the case as unquestionably idiepatiiie 
in oiiaracter. 

Dr. J. FoAiut rdated tbe history of a case of tetanus 
wfaicb seemsd to bar* been caused on two uioceasive oeoa- 
noBi by the administration of bi-ehloride of mercury. 



Tm first Medical Charity of South AFrica, supported by 
vc^otaty subacuiptions, is i^ut to be established in the 
shape of^^a DiKtenaary at Cape Town tbr the relief of the 
Mk pKO-iU. ZwMt OMi Ch»^U. . . 
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AUT0PSIE3 ON FERSONS FOtTND DEAD. 



[To tbt Edllor of Ihe AnBUdUr MiDicu. Tdim.] 

8ik: — In the published depoRtion of Drs. Sands ud 
Finneil, in the case of Fanny White, the firilowing MDgulsr 
statement appears : 

"The appearances jnst deaoribed were so decided wd 
(^racteristic as to leave no donbt in the ramds of sU pre- 
sent that the deceased died from cerebral t^Hiplexy. So 
fhrUier examination of tbe body was made, iessmiKh m 
we had already discovered what, in the opinion of ill pn- 
ties who witnessed the autopsy, was tiie real undoubted 
cause of the death. When an individusl is found d«>d 
with his throat cut, his heart ruptured, or with i muaket- 
bsj] at tbe base of his brmu, it is not generally conadered 
necessary to search for poison in the contents of the stumsdi 
and intestines, and for a simitar reason, no such inquiiy 
was instituted in the present case. Having asoertuned 
what was regarded as the true cause of death, a orti- 
ficate was rendered in accordance with tbe fads ob- 
it is not my intention to question the cause of deMh m 
this case, as stated by these gentlemen, bat to caU attestion 
to the very erroneous principle whit^ they seek to estiUish 
in this statement, that when a sufficient canse of death it 
found it is not generally considered necessary to sMnb fbr 
poison in the contents of tbe stomach and intestinet. 
Neither of these gentleman can be bmiliar with the dutia 
of a medical man called to iuveetigate the causeofasuddoi 

Let us refer to our standard authorities. Beck nji 
(vol ii., p. 11, last edition), of an exuoinatioD, " We oiiist 
not desist because we suppose that the cause of death it 
perfecllv discovered in one or the other cavity ; all of 
thero soould be inspected." The learned editor, Prtf 
Oilman, adds : — " 1 attended an inquest some yean ag^ 
when the cause of a very sudden death, occurring when no 
person was present, was confidently believed to be dieeaie 
of tbe heart, under symptoms of which the patient had 
labored for years ; valvular disease, sufficient in the opinioD 
of all present to obum daath, t«as discq™rei Yet on ccn- 
tinuing the dissection, pru!>aic acid was founij in tlia 
stomal, and the case tlius proved to be one of mi- 

Taylor'(p. 183) says : " In making an inspection of tbe 
body, the sUte of the tiomaA should not be oTsrk«ked. 
Death may have been apparently caused by violence, or yet 
really bo diie to poiaoa." He gives several exauiptetio 
prove that poisons are sometimes found in the stomadi 
when there were other sufficient causes of the deatb di^ 
oovored. 

Wharton and Still* (p. 641) remark :— " And, moreover, 
tbe importance of a general and careful exsminatioo of aS 
tbe organs lA the body should not be forgotten ; Ibr, sot- 
withstanding tbe immediate cause of death may be evident, 
it is still advisable to be sure that there was no cause of 
death in any other part. Although tJiere mny be no MB- 
pioion of poisoning, tbe steroadi should be ofNmed I" * 
oaae often re&rred to, a girt died while her father waa dws- 
tasing her for stealing, and on aooount of tbe marks of vi^ 
lent treatment upon her body, it was supposed that ibis w 
caused her deatb. On openiae the stcsiacb, however^ 
was founid to be inflamed, and contained a white powder. 
Which was proved to be arsenic The girl had tak« 
the arsenic in dread of her bther'a anger, upon deteettM f 
the theft ; (he vomited during tbe hogging, and died in 
riight convulsions." 
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MEDICAL NEWa. 



FOREIGN COERESPONDENCE. 

Latlu mm DAVTD P. SMITH, MJ). 



Yesterday eveniDg I weat out to Uorain^ide Asylum 
for the Insane. It is a very extensiTe establishment with 
large pleasure grounds around it, and accommodates about 
four hundred patiente. Every exertion is made to induce 
cheerfiilneps. Every Wednesday evening there ia a ball in 
one of the large hails. One waa in progress at the time of 
my visit, and it was very interesting to see the pleasure and 
interest taken in it by all the patients, even by those who, 
I was informed by the superintendent, were among the most 
violent Music here seemed in truth to exorcise the evil 



spirits. In ansver to my interrognlories I was informed 
tLat morphia did more good than anything else in acute 
mania, and that blood-letting was entirely discontinued. 
When at the Royal Infirmary! related acase of strangulated 
hernia which occurred to me some time since, where I was 
sent for to operate some eighteen hours after strangulation 
had occurred. I learned that the taxis had been repeatedly 
tried by the physicians in attendance. As I cut down upon 
the sac coagulated blood rolled out from under the knife, 
and tlie moment I opened the sac a clot popped out, strik- 
ing me in the face. There was no tecal odor, and no 
further discharge of any kind, and no gut in the internal 
ring which readily admitted mv forefinger. The patient 
died at the end of forty-eight noura. The incision was 
nearly healed, although ik'awQ together by merely two silver 
■atures. I could obtain no examination. Mr. Svme and 
Mr. Spruce both said that it was no doubt a case m which 
&tal mischief had been done by the taxis. Mr. Syme 
related a case in which a gentleman ruptured bis own intes- 
tine, in the effort to return it 

Sept 10. — Last week Mr. Syme excised the shoulder-joint 
of a young girl by making one long incision from just wove 
the acromion down the humerus, ^out five inches. Throu^ 
this incision the head ol the humerus was easily protruded 
and sawn of^ and also part of the acromion removed. Mr. 
Spence amputated the thigh of a child for scrolulous disease 
Ot the knee-joint, making the anterior flap mnch longer 
than usual, and cuttinu the posterior flap nearly perpendi- 
culariy to the bone. The advantages of this method are, 
that when there is no tendency to displacement of the flap, 
the cicatrix is entirely behind and out of the way of pres- 
sure, and the short transverse cut through the posterior 
muscles gives far less occasion for the use of ligatures than 
the ordinary oblique incision. 

Sept 11. — ^To-day Mr. Syme removed a medullary tumor 
involving the whole of one and about half the other upper 
ma-riUarv bone. One straight cut was made from between 
the eye-brows down the bridge of the nose, and through 
the upper lip. This allowed of the clearance of the whole 
antenor surlace of the growth. The bones were tJicn cut 
through with very lai^ and powerful cntting-forceps. 
Ailer the removal of the tumor, and closure of the wound, 
remaricably little deformity remained. I have witnessed 
the trial of acupressure in two cases. In one, the removal 
ot a breast, it perfectly suoceeded - in t he other, an ampu- 
tation of the thigh, aFter protracted trial, the insufficiency of 
Uie pins to restrain the hiemorrhage necessitated ligatures. 
The radical cure of hydrocele is obtained by Mr. Syme in a 
most simple manner; and, as he remarked, it is one of the 
most satisfactMy operations in surgery. After emptying 
the hydrocele by the trocar, two drachms of Tr. Iodine is 
thrown into the sac, the canula withdrawn and the scrotum 
Tiolenily shaken, so as to bring the Tr. Iodine in contact 
^vith every portion of the sac I have applied to-day Lewis 
E. Sayre's apparatus for morbus ooxarius to a lad under 
oareofoneof the best practitioners here. The course of the 
caae will be watched with much intereet. I hope soon to 
be able to give more interesting reports of medical and sor- 
tfic^ matters here. Just now, it being vacation, there are 
bat few dinicsL 
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RAcnJECo., Wise.— Dr. Sawyer writes: "Tlierehasbeen 
in this vicinity an epidemic of diarrhcea, an epidemic of 
scarlatina of the very mildest type, generally, with one or 
two exceptions. An epidemic of dysentery in Racine, 13 
miles east, while in Milwaukee they have had whooping- 
cough very badly, a lar^e number having it the second time. 
Whooping-cough irevailed here, too, during the summer." 

LiHAnrK, III— Dr. F. A. Smith writes :— 'T\'e have many 
and severe cases of typhoid fever in this vidnily." 

Prof. AoBnH Flint has returned to New Orleans to give 
bis annual course of lectures in the New Orleans Sdiool of 
Medicine. This school ia in a most flourishing condition, 
and now numbers la its Faculty, Profeeeors flint, senior 

W. R, Whitbdbad, M.D., the newly appointed Prufeseor 
of Clinical Medicine in the New York Medical College, re- 
cently graduated at the Faculte de Medicine de Paris, on 
which occadon he presented and sustained a tbeais on the 
following subject:— Zfe TOrdime et de se» VarUU». He 
was attached to the Russian Army, as a mihtary surgeon 
during the war of the Crimea. 

Th* lectures of Dr. Echeverria, late Resident Physician 
of the London Hospital for paralytica and epileptics, r. 
Tvheraxlar Dutau* of If " ...... 
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elicited wann eommendalioD. They will soon appear in 
the columns of the Medical Tmrn 

John Ordfonkacic, M.D., Prol^ of Medical Jurisprudence 
in the Law Department of Columbia College, is a candidate 
for Aeeeznbly in Queens counl^, N. T. Prof 0. has a 
legal as well as medical education, is a brilliant speaker, 
and would not only hcmor his constituency, if elected, by 
an honest and faithful guardianship of their interest* in our 
Legislature, bat would prove a most capable representative 
of the medical profession. 

BiOORD. — This eminent surgeon has retired from the post 
of Surgeon to the Hftpital du Midi. He is anative of the Lnit^ 
ed States, having heenborn at Baltimore on the 10th of De- 
cember, 1800. Tile regiilations of the lioapilals of Paris 
now eiclude from the office of surgeon all pereona who 
have attained the ^fe of aiity ; Ricord would, therefore, 
have been compelled to resign at the end of the present 

S:ar, a position wbich he has held for uearly thirty years, 
e took oocaeion, in hia farewell address, to review at 
length hianast labors before a large audience oflricnds and 
pupils. His fcrewell address was received with the most 
marked demonstrations of svmpalliy and regret. 
. Nbw Pdsli CATIONS. — A MedicalStudentofSan Francisco, 
Cal., has undertaken a translation of Prof Scanzoni's work 
on ObstetriCB, and prominf s an early completion of his labors. 
He has tAken. out a copyright of his trnnslation. A work 
on the DiBea.«es of Females is noticed as about to appear 
from the pen of Prof Honoi, of Philadelphia. Lindwiy and 
Blakiston, of Philadelphia, announce the preparation of a 
work on Medical Biography, edited by Prof. Gross, Dr. 0. 
0. GiBBS, of FrewshuiT?, N. Y., proposea to issue a loir 
Book o/Ameriam Medicine. 

M. LccA has made a chemical analysis of the hverof a 
patient who died with atrophy of the pancreas. He found 
glycogenic mailer in the liver ; showm^ thereby that the 
disease of Uie pancreas had not sensibly mti^rfered with the 
glycogenic action of the liver. He also found on eiamiu- 
mg a mixture of tlie different substance?, solid and liquid, 
taken from the right cavity of the lieart, and from the infe- 
rior vena cava near tbe diaphragm, that iJie mixture con- 
tained no free fatty acids, and that the fatty matter was not 
decomposed. This fact may be explained by the disease of 
the pancreas, in accordance with the function given to that 
organ by M. Bernard. — Medical Timt» and Oazetlf. 

M. Velpeau says (hat many plans have been proposed 
to obtain obliteration of arteries without ligature, butalniost 
all of them have been ^landoned ; in his opinion acupres- 
sure will share the same fate. In two cases in which he 
tried it, inflammatory symptoms necessitated the removal 
of the needles. Might not M. Velpeau just as well refuse 
to amputate a limb, because the operation is sometimes fol- 
lowed by accidents of this kind? — Medicat Times and 
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LEGTUBES ON 
STRICTURE OP THE URETHRA, 

PULDmlART TO TBI 

CLINICAL COTTRSE ON DISEASE OP THE GENITO- 
URINART ORQANa 

D AT THE UNlTEBSlTr HSDICAL COLLEGK. 



W. H. TAN BUREN, M.D., 

Leoturb II. 
Afteb the preliminary consideration of the snatomicAl 
structure of the urethral waits which occupied our last 
lecture, we are now ready for the question, What is the 
meaning of the term stricture, as applied t« the urethra? 
We can hardly answer with proprie^ that it is a UBirowiDg 
of the canal, for I have already shown you that, when at 
rest, Ha walls are always in eoataut ; it means rather any 
ail«raii</n in them tuAtiA wouid impair Iheir normal dSai^ 
hility. Thus the inability to pass water which occasionally 
occura after tlill doses of opium, or under the influence of 
hysteria, or after a severe sui^cal accident, although reliev- 
able by tlie introduction of a catheter, depen<^ generaily 
upon disturbed innervation of the bladder, and not upon any 
impediment to the dilatability of the urethra. To consUtute 
Blncture, tlien, there must be either spasmodic contraction 
of the muscular tissues surrounding the mucous membrane 
of the cancLL or positive obstructive alteration in that mem- 
bruie itaell. 

The causes which occasion this alteration iu the urethral 
walls, likely to give rise to stricture, are inSammation and 
il3 consequences, and mechanical and cliemical injuries. Of 
inflammation of the uretlira, the poison of gonorrhroa is by 
far the moat common cause ; and mne- tenths of the strictures 
we encounter in practice owe their origin to this source. 
Blows upon the perineum, bruisino; or lacerating the urethra 
against uie unyielding parts by which it is covered in during 
its passage beneath the arch of the pubes, give rise to stric- 
tures notorious for their unyielding character, and illustrate 
the effect of mechanioal injuries in producing the disease. 
They are known as fraumaju siridUTa. I haTc encountered 
oaees caused by a fall astride of a beam, a treetle, by falling 
with one leg through a hole in the wdewalk, and by the kick 
of a horse. Sy[>hintic ulceration sometiniea occasions stric- 
ture, e^iccially at the orifice. I have also met with two 
cases of stricture arising from congenital malformation of 
the urethra, in one of which I was obliged to perform the 
perineal section. Finally, I believe that stricture in the 
anterior portion of the canal resulting from the chemical 
action of too strong injections, especially of nitrate of silver, 
employed to arrest morbid discharges, is more frequent than 
is generally supposed. 

In the present we shall confine ourselves to the study of 
strictures of the uretlira resulting from gonorrhoeal urethritis, 
and we shall consider, first, how they are produced. 

Agonorrhcea which isneglectcd,orinjudiciously managed, 
tends to advance aloug the urethral mucous membrane from 
its original seat near its orifice, and as it extends backwards 
and increases in intensity it affects more and more pro- 
foundly the structure of the membrane. At firet this is 
merely turgid with blood, exquisitely sensitive^ and yielding 
tt copious purulent discharge. Losing its epithelium, the 
urine conies in contact with the naked membrane, and 
stretches it at each evacuation of the bladder. That tnis is 
a new source of irritation is obvious from the acute smarting 
which accompanies the act. The inflammation becoming 
more intense, extends to the submucous layer of connecting 
and muscular tissue^ and often to the corput spongiimim 
ttrelhrm; in place of^ purulent (^scharge, m these deeper 
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tissues inflammatory exudation takes place into their inter- 
Btieea. The nutrition of the mucous membrane beiag thns 
interrupted, it becomes altered to such an extent that, 
when tJie acute inflammation has subsided, it is no longer 



irritated by the u 
usually furnishes a diaehar^ which is known as gltet; in 
some cases there is undoubted ulceration of the membrane. 
Weanwhile cell development takes place in the deeper tissues 
which have been the seat of inflammatory exudation, and 
ultimately fibrous transformation. The tissues thus Jtered, 
like the capsule of Olisson in a cirrhotic liver, contntcl 
indefinitely, and, when they surround the whole cfrcumfer- 
ence of the urethnJ canal, render ita walla rigid and midila- 
lable by the fiuida which traverse it. The morbid changes 
which I have thus rapidly sketched may be arrested at any 
period of their progress 1^ judicious treatment, and, before 
attaining the extent I have described, months, and perhaps 
years may have elapsed. If arrested early, the consequences 
of the inflammation may no doubt he entirely rMiaired, and 
the canal restored to its normal condition ; but it^uch time 
shall have elapsed, if the mucous membrane has been so &r 
altered aa not to recover the power of providing itself with 
a sound epithelial covering, or if the exudation has become 
the seat of fibrous transformation, a thorough and entire 
cure is hardly to be hoped for. If the walls of the urethra 
could be placed entirely at rest, the altered tissues might in 
time, as on the external interment, soften down and 
recover their normal extensibility ; but the fleqnently 
repeated contact with irritating urine, and the stretching tc 

which they t" ■— .1- — i-:-_._j ^ .. 
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ich they 
repair, and a permanently morbid condition is establiaheil, 



nstantly subjected, prevent thorough 



membrane of croup) upon the free surface of the urethral 
mucous membrane, but upon the mucous surface of the 
bladder I have verified its existence in several instances. 
In extreme cases the greater portion of the urethral canal 
has presented the alterations above described, but in the 
great majority of instances they are confined within narrow 
umits, and fo certain localities. 

The portion of the urethra which is most liable to become 
the seat of serious inflammatory changes fWim gonorrhcea, 
and consequently of permanent stricture, is the commence- 
ment of its curved portion, or, to be more expKciL that 
part of the canal which, commencing at the front surface of 
the triangular ligament of the urethra, extends forwards fbr 
about an inch and a half into the bulbous expansion of the 
spongy portion, including, of course, the junction of the 
membranous and spongy divirions. This tract Mes from 
four and a half to six incnes from the nrethrel orifice, and it 
is here that the point of an instrument is most hkely to be 
arrested by a permanent stricture. Why this part of the 
canal is more liable than the rest of it to become the seat of 
structural lesion is not easy to explain, but it is the fact Mr. 
Henry ITiomBon, in his priie essay on stricture, the best 
monograph on the subject in the language, carefliUy exa- 
mined 370 specimens of stricture in the different museums of 
London, Paris, Edinburgh, and Dublin, and of these 270, or 
07 per cent, occupied the locality I have indicated. And 
this is true of traumatic strictures aswell aa those fbllowing 
gonorrhoea. The next most common locality is vvithin two 
and a half inches of the orifice — in the neighborhood of 
the posteriorportionof the/>«»anaTtCTrfaT^;and atrictnrea 
are liable to occur but more rarely, at any part of the 
spongy portion of tlie canal. At and behind tha triangular 
ligament they are very rare, and in the prostatic portion 
they are almost unknown. 

Thus, then, you may expect to find a stricture whidi Ina 
gonorrhcea as its cause occupying the last inch or so of the 
spongy division of the urethra in the great majority of 
instances', and for obvious reasons, strictores following kicks 
and bruises upon the perineum are most likely to occupy 
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the same locality. When two or more fitiictures coexist, 
■8 is Dot imijequeiitly the caee, thej occupy the anterior 
portion of the canal lo the few iust4uc«a m ^nhich I have 
encountered permanent stricture withia three iochee of the 
orifice of the uietbra, unacoouipanied by any disease further 
back, in the more common lockhty, it has so happened that 
the stricture bae always been traceable ddstinctly to the use 
of too powerful injections. These strictures, 1 may also 
lemftrk, form more r^idly, and are met with in younger 
meo, than tlioee lower down, and are mare apt to reuat 
treatment by dilatation. 

I have thus described, in a rapid way, the oauta, itabtrt, 
paihoiogy, aii'd teal of the aiTection known as painaiieni or 
vrganie atricture of the urethra. There are two other 
claascs of stricture which, with this just indicated, will 
jndude afl.the various forms of the disease you will be likely 
to encounter in practice, viz. tea^rary and apamtodie 
jtricturea, Ic a temporaiy stricture there is enough inflam- 
matory change in the urethral walls, caused by the itijary 
or disease, to obstruct for a time the pasaa^ of urine, but 
it is QOt eui&cieatlj serious in character to give rise to per- 
manent alteration. Thus I have seeti retention of urine in 
an acute gonorrhixa caused, i^parently, by the simple turgid 
uid swollen, possibly cedematAus, condition of die uretiiral 
walls, yielding readily to appropriate treatmcDt, and attended 
by no serious alter consequences. The eame has followed 
the paeaago of a rough calculus, and the ili-adviscd employ- 
ment of LaLlemand's porte-causti^ut. The essentifd charac- 
teristic of this variety of stricture is its transitory nature. 

Thenxtnnodicstrictureis worthyof your attentive study. 
It rarely, probably never, occurs in a perfectly healthy 
urethra; aunoat always inconuexion with one of the forms 
of stricture already described, or in consequence of injury 
or irritation of the lining membrane of the paseag^ It is 
seated in the muscular tissue, which, as you have already 
seen, surrounds the urethra throughout its whole extent, 
and most generally, no doubt, in the eomprtuor urethra 
muscle. It is caused by rellex nervous action : an irritant, 
either urine, or an iostnimezit introduced into the passage, 
comes in contact with an over-sensitive portion of its lining 
membrane; its nerves of seiLsation convey the painful im- 
pression to the nervous centre — either the ganglia of the 
hypogastric plexus or the spinal cord — and the correspond- 
ing nerves m motion throw the muscular hbres which they 
Buppty into astate of spasmodic contraction, or cramp. 

It IS a phenomenon of very frequent occurrence — reflex 
spasmodic contraction of the compreuor vrclhru muscle 
arresting the progress of a catheter introduced iolo an over- 
sensitive urethra without extreme gentleness and care. 
Indeed it may almost be said to be the ordinary rule — and 
the entire absence of any obstruction, the exception. A 
little tact and practice readily surmount the obstw^e, but it 
is generallv recognisable. The sentinel is always at his 
post, but allows a friend " to pass. It is not necessary that 
thera should be inflammatioa in the passage to provoke 
hindrance from this oause ; the simple morbid sensibility of 
the ucetiira tirom deranged sexual innervation, so commonly 
met with, is fully sufficient; and how oll^n pennanent 
strictures are falsely diagnosticated in hypocuondriacal 
patients of this dasa, from Uus very source of obstruction to 
the passage of an instrument, I should be afraid to say. 
When we come to consider the diagnosis of stricture I-sh^ 
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have more to say upon this point. 



Although I believe that the comprator tireOira is the 
most frequent source of spasmodic stricture, and of reten- 
tion of urine from spasm, yet we must not lose sight of the 
unstriped or inTOlunlaiy muscular fibres which underhe its 
mucous membrane at all parts of the canal. Whenever a 
portion of this membraite is tike seat of permanent altera- 
tion, and consequently of increased senKbilily, the muscu- 
tei fibres encirchog it are in a corresponding state of in- 
creased irritabihty, and ready to contract spasmodically on 
the slightest provooation. It is their contraction which 
explains io many iastaoces the gracing of a bougie by a 
Btncture, and they al'ways, when not entirely destroyed by 



infiammation, add more or less to the obstructive chirader 
of a permanent stricture. It is this knowledge of thenilare 
and temper of themuBOtdar and uarTtntt «l«ineiits which enter 
into the composition of the walls of ths urethra that teKhes 
us the necessity of empk^iug the ntmost gentleiieas ud 
delicacy in all of obt instnunental manipuluiotia From 
what I have said in explanation of the nature and dianc- 



teristic features of eacli of the three c 



« of urethnl 



Examples of purely spasmodic stricture do ocoaoniBj 
occur from remote reflex causes, as for example in ehildrso, 
during dentition, but a pwmanentor an inismnatoiy stric- 
ture uncomplicated by some decree of spasm is very nttly 
encountered ; and, from a practacal point of view, it would 
be well to assume that a permaneat stricture is slw*;i 
complicated in a greater or less degree by both infiamm*- 
tion and a lisbility to spssm. In fact, to ^t rid of thtss 
compUcatJoos is the first indication in their rational treattnesL 

Permanent strictures present themselves in a variety of 
forms as to the extent and nature of the actual alterstioo of 
the urethral woLs which they involve. 

Thus we may have s simple bridle, or a valvular fold, 
rcsemWing a valve of a vein, where a few fibres of the 
sub-mucous coDnsctiug tissue nave lost their eitensibititj. 
Here, when the canal is distended by urine, these rigid ihm 



Btart out, carrying before them a simple di^licatute of the 
mucous membrane, which losing its elasticity after repotol 
strotchmgs, remains as "Talvidar" or '' bridle" atncture, 



Strictures of this sort are sometimes broken down bj the 
first iotroduction of a full-sized instrument But ia the 
greater majority of cases tlw alteration is more exteiuirt 
surrounding with thickened and more or less iDdurated 
tissue either a portion, or the whole circumfercoee, of tlie 
canal, and forming a simple narrow ring, or a wide ferrule- 
like cylinder around on inoh or more of its length. The 
thickening may extend to a variable depth io the sub-mu- 
covis tissues, and may invade tlie erectile structure of the 
corpus ^ongioium, altericg its direction and atlaining often 
the elastic and unyielding hardness of cartilage. To then 
various forms tlic terms "annular," " induroled," "tortu- 
ous," and " callous " stricture are applied. 



(Jrijmal dbommunifatioiis. 

REMARKS Ul-ON HIOLONGED OCCLUSION 
OF TUE EYE, 



■ C. R. AGNEW, M.D., 



Ih November, 1B59, *•••*•• came under my tare 
for hard cataract in both eyes. He was a rcstles subjwt, 
and had an ugly habit of spasmodically closing his eyeiids 
upon the slightest attempt at manipulation. Although the 
lenses were hard, I observed that they wore bulky. Hojnag 
to reduce their size by keratonyxis so as to be enabled tu 
extract through a small conical secUon, I made three 
necdiings of the leil lens during the course of three nioDtbs. 
Finding, at the expiration of another montb, that Uttle or 
no absotption had occurred, I proceeded t« extract from the 
left eye by the inferior conical section. I made the 
requisite section with great diflSculty, and in fear of extru- 
sion of the vitreous humor. I succeeded, however, in 
enucleating the lens, and was about to close the eye, when 
a spasmodic seizure dislodged one-third of the vitreous 
humor, and caused the upper portion of the iris to proiafec 
I did not recognise any relation between this occidcDt mil 
the former necdiings, since I had been very carefiil to m^ 
superficial abra^ons of the lens, and not b;;* to sod uo 
motions or deep thrusting to rupture the lenlioular sttach- 
menta. Moreover, alter I had eliminated the lera 1 
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POTTER OK AMPUTATION OF THE HIP JOINT. 



r fonn wm intact. AA«r fbe 
•bore eataslropbe, I made mi unaaciset^l attempt to 
wpliOB the itia, and bring tte mImb of the ooMcal wound 
ia iwpWJoti. I WM fffevetHAd ^ao frosa eatpping off Ota 

walids of botb ejw «arc£ill^ bj five struts of iainetow 
plnt«r, aod placed the iMtietit im a dM'ksDBd room, in a aemi- 
aupiae portore, wul Mdared a diet of brath and farinaeeouB 
food. 

tor Uurieea daja i wabdied tke pro|;resa of dia case 
aritboot remoHn^ the pUstart. For three dajs after the 
apexaiioa, cansderaUfi fluid eznded sod dried upon tha 
Lda. At no ti«M was pain entkelv abaeat, thoof^ oever 
T*iy oewre. 7oT a day tx mo» iittie redneaa of the eyehdt 

W\th die ezocBtiai of aa anodf ne on the secwnd and 
third nights, and ate continued use al Bia»3l doaee of quinine, 
b« took no me£ciD«. There were two or three ocoaiona 
dtning tfaia poiiod when antiphlogiatua were •u^eeted, bat 
not emplojed, aoleas I except good diet and rest, two of 
the most vafaiabte of our remedies in ophtiiKbDic nrgeij. 

On the 13th dar, ^k plasten having become looae werc 
Eemoved, and a ^anoe taken at the ooudition of the eje. 
Th* ^laoe oooupied bj tbe knudde of iris between tbe 
edges of the corneal wound was pariiallf bridged b; 
Irmpb, and tiie central portion of the oomea betng clear, 
ahowed a pi^ll drawn down, bat tranaparenL I again 
cbaed the eyes, and Icept them eo for ten dayt more, con.- 
tiicuing the qnioine, improving the diet b; the addition of 
meat, and allowing the patient to art up. At the expiration 
of the above period I again opened the ejes, and was gtad 
to find the eye-bail pLuinp, the hjpeiramia moderate, no 
at^thvloma, tiie pupil sufficieiitlj open, though dmwii down, 
and toe patient able to tee the ordinary ward objeota. 
His eve gradnsUj aoqaired atreagth, so that in six weekt 
he left the Infirmarj, and when tried three months after 
the operation, could read with the aid of two and a half 
ioi^ glaaaee, orditiaiy snail type, 

I have nnce hiod a aomewfaat simitar case whidi pronusea 
to be equally auoceaaful, in which the occlusion was pro- 
longed for twenty-one daya. What the result ia established 
J will send it to jou for publication. Now, to aome, tbe 
above may seem a rather trite recital, bat I regard the 
pnDciplea involved aa vary iinfKirtaDt, and though simfde, 
UBually neglected. I can now look back upon OBsas of 
extraction in which ioflunmation was aggravated by a 
|H«m»(iire e^oaore e^ the eye to dayhght and explorative 
mq)ection. We lose sight of the gravity of the wound we 
have inOicted. when we expose an eye on the fourth or 
hflb day to even a casual illumination. This holds true of 
unoomplicated extractions, and baa double sigm&canoa ia 
eaaee of wound or prol^ise of the iris, estrueion of (La 
vitreous humor, or jagged corneal wound. Uuch c^ the 
■uffering that estractioD oases eiperienoe «Aer the Ibnrtfa 
day, is anijaestionably due to aui^o^ inquisiCiveBea, and 
an irresistible prt^teneity to be doing somediiri^ antt* 
phlogiatic. The grand danger after ezbvctlon is Unre on 
the part of the oomeal wound to unite, and thia danger ia 
bast averted by pa^>ebral oochuion and keeping the nntrf- 
tive supply ampU, and avoiding looal depletioa or meddle- 
acMne manipidationa, or stimulatiag ap[^oatioDi to the lids 
orOMiieal wound. 

in it 



AMPXITATION AT TUB HIP JOINT. 
By H. A. PoTTKB, M.D, 

Dauk. FuLUrs, Jb., bL 22, of scroluWs diatiwns, WH 
ii^ured on bis heel l»y the kiok of a horae. The result of 
tbe iiyury was a partial numbness of the limb, aoecnapanied 
bj intervalB <d pnn, which finaUy became eonstant and 
aevBi*. A Qaantn {rfiyMoaa, the patitM'i " ' ~' ''" 



. 1*8* 
found upon tlie anterior Bur&ie of 
the tibia, aliout midway between the knee and atdde joints. 

Tbe patient was enfeebled and emaciated witi atvch 
nervous irritabihty and littJs appetite. Coder Iheae «ir- 
(xunstanoes I advised amputation, but he oonsesdcd only to 
a removal of the carious bone, which was aocordingly dmae ; 
abhongh it was urged that amputation, and that only, 
would remove the disease, liia friends decided that an effort 
should be made to save the limb. His general health wba 
much immoved for a few montha, bat a change ooenrred, 
attributed by the patient to a severe cold. Tbe thish 
became HwoUen and painfiil, and the femur was afqiarenUy 
becoraing snkHeet to the same dieesed action which was 
already fully developed in tbe tibia. 

In June, 1660, bemg again oonsdted, I fimnd fistulans 
openings in the thieh, great eaaoiation, hectic, and ner- 
rotn irritability, wiui profuse at^paration implicating the 
soft parts, and leaving no doubt in my mind that mow 
ampntatjot) of the th%h, if not a removal of tbe limb at 
the hip joint, was imperative. The ofieration was oott- 
aeiited to, and I appointed Jmw I'ith, 1860, as the day far 
per&rming the operation. At various pcnods dniitag bis 
lUaest since Oct, 1867, the patient had been, and waa now 
an tianat£ of the "Clifton S;»iDg8 Water Cure," and jlhe 
operation was performed at that instimtio&. Having 
applied the toumtqnet and administered dilorofbrm, tbe 
fiapi were oat as low down as the disesaed soft parte wonld 
permit, the limb removed, and the artcsics secured in th« 
usual DMnner. Upon examination the remainder <£ the 
femur waa found so muoh afiected that I at onee decided 
Uiat amputation at the bip joint was imperative, rhis was 
peifonned in the following manner ; Aflar removing the 
tourniquet, a free indson was mode from the cater anele 
rX 0te flaps, to and over tbe trochanter major, the mnscba 
dinected awar from the bona, the oqisular and round liga* 
mentfl divided, and the remaining portion of the fenuir 
removed. The stnt^ which was large and neartf sevesi 
indiee in length, was dnetaed in the nmal manner, and tbs 
patioit Bade a speedy and safe recovery. I deen it esflen< 
tial to notbe the advantagea attendiag this method o£ 
ampotttioo at the h^ joist, a melhod which I have now 
used with Buccesfl in two oases.* 

Firat, many of the dangers frtfln hemorrhage, inflamma- 
tion, etc., attending tbe usufd mode of hip joint amptitation^' 
are by this method avoided. 

Second, this ipffiDer of operating not Mil^ gives the 
patient sJI the ehavees and benefits of the thigh amputa- 
tion, should that meet the requirements of the cose, but 
if necessary, we msy tiioo, with tittle or no additional 
risk, secure the advant^es of amputation at the hip joint, 
by simply removing the remainder of the femur; thus pre- 
serving mnmetry of form to tlie patiecit, oad ^Tii% hun a 
■tuaip which he can move with K>ree and fitc^y, wd to 
which an artificisl limb maij be a^died. 



PERFOEATION OF THE APPENDIX VBEMI- 
FORMIS. 

1 PERITOKITIS— MATH, 



I AS INTEBTmAI. 



Br A. M. TEDDER, M.D., 



in hb stomach," for which hia mother gave him anta. 
miotics, carminatives, and cathartics. During this time hd 
was not con&ned to the room : he would coma in from his 
play, complam of the pain, ana then reeume it ; he bad do 
diarrhoea. Sept. ISth, he was attacked with pain in the 
right aide of the al>doDien, extending high up; was chilly, 
and v<Hnited. The next day the mother c^iterved that the 
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■bdonien was much distended. On the d«j following 1 
■Bw liiiTi, fbond the abdomen tenie and tvmp&nitic, great 
tenderneea on pressure over tlie whole sur&oe, and particii' 
lartj over the right iliac region ; ptdse 130 and Bmall: 
re^iiratioa frequent and thoracic; slight and painful 
cough. I directed a powder, containing one grain oi ealo- 
mei and Atc grains of Dover powder, to be given ermj 
three houis ; and Bpongio-piline dipped in a hot iufiiaioQ of 

X tea to be applied to the abdomen. This fuling- to 
d relief) turpentine stupes were used. Beef tea was 
admimetAred during the whole continuance of the disease. 
Diarrhcea soon came on and continued, notwithstanding 
the omisnon of the oaJomoL During the whole illnesa 
large quantities of a greenish fiuid, resembling spinach, 
were ejected from the stomach, tJie Tomitang always 
affording relief. Several days before death, marked Sue- 
tuition was felt in the rifi^t iliac region. These symptoms 
continued, with little vanatioR, for ten days, when de died. 

Aulopty, twenty-four hours afler death. — Considerable 
emaciation ; peritonaal covering of the Intestines hi^lj 
injected and dotted in nianj places with patches of lymph ; 
intestines, particularly on right side and inferiorty, glued 
together by recent adhesions. In the right iliac rwioa 
was found about a gill of pus, IVom which bubbles of air 
issued by making pressure upon the inlestinee. Intro- 
ducing the fingers into the purulent matter, a hard sub- 
stance, rou^ on ita surface, about the size and shape of an 
aoom, was found, together with severaJ BOiall pieces of 
hardened fieces. On making a section of tliis concretion, it 
was found to be nude up of several lamine, and contained 
in its centre, as a nucleus, four small seeds, supposed lo 
have been raspberry seeds. A chemical examination 
showed this 8ubetaoc« to be composed of ptutaphaU and a 
trace of atrbojiaie of Ume, with considerable amount of 
amorpbmB matter. At the base of the junction of the 
vermifomi appendix an opening was fonnd through which 
the foreign matter had escaped into the cavity of the peii- 
toneum, the edges of whu^ were ragged; the mucous 
Uning of the appendix and the mucous membrane of adja- 
cent mtestine were thickened, softened, and highly injected. 

Cases are recorded of ulceration and perforatum of tii» 
appendix vermiformis produced by the lodgment of cherry- 
s(on»L bite of bone and hardened fieoes, but I can find no 
case identical with the one just described. 



^ori5 of fosiitals. 

BELLEVUE HOSPITAL. 
Sbbtkh or I)b. Stepbin Smith. 
ErroKTS to Straiohtkh a Diforuid Lihb bt SoBoUTAXBom 
PnroEATioN or the Bodb. Nitratb or Ahmoria as a 
ToNio. BiTEnsioii AMD CoDMTBR-BiTiiiHoii w Smorms 
or TBI Ehu-Joiht. 
jpartial Fmctvrt of the Tibia — E/^avaaation of Blood vjtder 
the InkgamtiU — iior^kaHoA of <&e FocA — Jieoaoery wiA 
D^ormUy at the Seat of IhictUTe—Efforb lo Straighlen 
the Bone by &Acataneout PtrfbroMon. 
A. B., tet 10, was admitted to the hospital for an injury to 
the left leg, occurring from a fall from a pile of lumber, 
some of which fell upon him. On admission, the foot and 
leg to within three inches of the knee were excessively 
swollen, the skin being es tense at it could be drawn. The 
sole of the foot was rounded out with the extravasated 
blood, and fluctuated obscurely; around the ankle there 
Vero also fluctuating points deeply discolored by the con- 
tained fluid. The great toe was black and cold, as was 
the extremity of the adjoining one ; and this wpcarance 
Bitended upwards along the mtemal margin of the foot 
as high as i^ middle portion. At the limit of the swelling 
on the leg there was a lesion of the akin. Tba leg wa« 



evidently bent at this point, ibe tout being thronm inward. 
No crepitus oould be obtained, nor eren bbe point of 
motion, and the case was decidad to be one of partial &*»• 
ture of the titna with ruptare of a blood-vessel and extrcvft- 
sation of a large quantity of Uood, by which tke sidn was 
rendered so tense that tbe ciroulation was intecnqKed, mitd 
mortification of the eztivmi^ of the foot the coaseqoeooe. 
The treatment coosisted of free inciuoea wherever the 
blood ^ipeared near the sur&ee, by which a large ^matilT 
of the fluid was evacuated, and the tension cmtsidentb^ 
relieved. An effort was mnde by putting the Ikob np in a 
splint to straighten it, but as ^eat pain was tbe result, sod 
there was da^^r of still forther incrsaww the teodmt^ to 
moitificatiou, all foroe was removed and £e limb plaoed in 
the meet comfortable position, with Etimidating ponltioes 
applied to the gangrenous toes. The mortification extended 
until it involved tiJI of the toes, but was linally limi^ at 
the junction of the metatarsal and tarsal bones. The pro- 
oesB of separation was long and tedious, hot it progressed 
BO favorably, and the condition of tbe limb above this point 
was eo frequently the Beat of erysipelatous inflammations, 
that no attempt was made to hasten the cure by an opera- 
tiiM). Nor was it thought advisable to make any efibrts, by 
confining the limb, to remore the defonnity at the seat of 
fracture. The foot finally separated, and the process of 
cicatrizatiou proceeded r^idly, and was finally ctmideted, 
leaving an ezoelleut stump resembling yery closely tbe 
stump left afler Chopart's opendion. Meantime Hm 
wound at the seat of fracture healed, and considerable 
callus was thrown out around the lesion of the bone. The 
incurvation of the leg was conuderable, and ^orte were 
made to overcome it by compression i^iplied at propCT 
points, while the limb was fixed in a suitable splint. IHieee 
attempts, however, proved unavailing. Moderate efforts 
were then made to refi^oture the limb, but they were not 
persevered in owing to the condition of the foot. 

On the comfdotion of cicatricaticHi, it was detennined t« 
resort to subcutaneous perforation of the bone at the seat 
of fracture, as recommended by Brainard of Cbicsgo. IHm 
ot^ect of this treatment is to soften the bone by the moocss 
of inflammation which follows the perfot«bon of its sub- 
stance by a drill, and thereby render the yielding of the 
bone possible upon the apfdication of the slightest forca 
The operation consists in dnliing the bone in several direc- 
tions, which may be done through a ungic, or at most two 
opemngs in tlie soft parts, and thus not only weakening 
the shaft by tbe perforation oi ite substance in sever^ 
places, but much more by the subsequent inflammatioii. 
The operation was aecordlugly performed, the soft puis 
being opened at two pwnts, and the shaft of the tibia per- 
forated m several directions. The external portion of the 
shaft, the seat c^ the fracture, and of the recently formed 
oalluB, readily broke down, but the internal portion was 
penetrated with difficulty. The limb was kept qaiet, with 
cold water dreeaing, for about a week, one of tha <^nings 
for tha perforator having suppurated, when an attempt was 
made to stnighten it by the dressings applied. To acoont- 
ph^ this object, a strong, unyielding spliiM was placed upon 
the internal margin of the hmb, resting upon pads placed 
upon the u[^r and k>w» extremities of the tibia; at the 
seat of fracture a tourniquet was applisd sround the ({dint 
and limb, having its pad and screw resting directly over the 
fracture upon the external surface of the limb. This a{^>»- 
ratus acted upon both the extremitiefi of the tibia, pressing 
them outwwds, while at the point where the bone had 
been perforated, Che screw of the tourniquet acted directly 
and powerfoQy inwards. Tbe force tliat could thus be 
applied was very great, and direct^ as the fibula bad been 
thrown somewhat behind the pomt of ■{)plication of the 
pad of the tourniquet. At first the pressure was moderate 
and at interv^ the object being to bend the bone gradu- 
ally if softening had occurred. Cooaiderabte impreceion 
was thus made upon the limb, the deformity having maik- 
edly diminiBfaed. But suffioent e&ct was not gained ; the 
patient became qnile intirieram ot the apparatus, even for 
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» short time. It wbs detorniined, tberefwe, to i^ace the 
pAtieDt undw chlfn-ofonu, and reeort to immediata stfsigbt- 
«niDg of the limb. Oq apfdjio^ all the force which could 
be brouffht to bear the bone yielded slightly, but percep~ 
tiblj, and the deformitj' wat still further dimicished, but 
not overeome iwiiipleteij. A. subeequent «Sort was made 
to M&BiTture the bone, but was desisted from before it 
vieUed, in fear of doitw too much vicdence to the limb. 
The patient left the hospital with his leg Romewhat 
ktcQTVed, but as useful appuentl; as the other. 

Altbongh tlw attempt to bead a bone by this method of 
weakenin}^ its texture was in this caee not entirely Buooea^ 
fill, atill it aeemfl plausible and is worthy of a thorough trial 

Tsr TTu or NrnuTS or Ammohu is a Toitio. 

[ReporMd 1>y Tiltib Cdui. U.IX. BaAor Aulituit Snrgton.] 
The attentJoD of the profession has been recently called 
to the nitrate of ammonia as a meang of introduciog an 
increased quanUty of oiygen into the sysem. A fem Ja is 
now under treatment in the second surreal division, in 
whom the nitrate of ammonia has been used with the most 
satisfactory results. She had suffered for a long time from 
disease of the knee-joint, when the limb was amputated in 
the thigh by Dr. A. B. Mott, in the early part of August 
For the first four days after the operation the patient was in 
a most precarious state, and apparently liable to sink at any 
moment. She was freely stimulated with brandy and milt 

gunch; but still she continued to decline. Suppuration 
-om the stump waa most profuse, Mid it seemed to be mak- 
ing little or no progress towards reparation. Quinine, car- 
bonate of ammonia, and chlorate of potash, were each in 
turn tried with no better success. At the suggestion of 
Dr. Barker, they were now stopped, and nitrate of ammo- 
nia, era. zv., three times a day, administered, while the 
brandy and ale were continued in small quantities. From 
the moment the nitrate of ammonia was iM?gun, the stump 
assumed a more healthy appearance, and her general health 
began to improve. She expressed herself in the most 
decided terms in regard to the relief derived irom it The 
amendment has been gradual but steady ever since. 

TnuTMHiT or Stmotitis or the Kheg-Joint Bt Extehbioh 

AKB CotlHTBB-ExTDieiOK. 

An Irish domestic, cet 31, came into the Hospital on the 
9th of July with inflammation of the knee-joint. She was 
of healthy constitution, and had bad neither rheumatism nor 
l^hihs. Her diseaae was pronoonced synovitis of the 
kaee-joint Her anfferingB were auch t» to render it 
imperative to put the limb iq> securely on a double inclined 

Eluie and apply counl«r-trritantB freely. These means, 
owever, ware of no avail On the 24th of July the limb 
w*s put on a straight splint and oocstant extension made 
by means of adheaive strips and weights attached 'to 
the foot; the contact of the Dony surfaces of the tibia and 
the femur being thus obviated, while the limb is also kept 
at reat The relief from this plan of treatment was most 
marked and immediate, gentle counter-irritants having 
been kept up at the same time. 

At tJie end of one month the apparatus was removed, 
leaving tlie limb nearly free from [Min and inflammation, 
and capable of Bom« degree of spontaneous motion. 



BROOKLYN CIIT HOSPITAL. 
Two CaSES or Vahiooceli. — Oferatioii wna ini Edriseitii. 

[Beporlad b; A. D. Wiuor, ILD., HonH SufHui.] 

Gem 1.— B, B. Seaman, nt. 25, was admitted in the ser- 
vieo of Dr. Xokm, Au^. 7, 1860, with vartoocele on the left 
ode.. The varix, which had existed for about a year, was 
anwrantlvoonfliMd to one vun, which was much enlaz^d. 
ffix montha M» the patient bad goDorrh<»a. Ju^uifll, he 
mn ethetiMd toA oparstad opon.— The veUu were care- 



fully separated from the vas deferens, and raised up with 
the investing scrotum. A small trocar waa then rnn 
through the skin betw.een the veins and the cord. The 
ecraseur was put over the parts thus raised, beneath 
the trocar, and gradually worked till the skin and enlarged 
veins were cut off. Twenty miDut«s were occupied in the 
process. No blood was lost Six silver wire sutures were 
applied, and allowed to remain seven days. But a amall 
portion of the wound united by first intention. The wound 
gradually healed by granulation, and on the 10th of Sept 
the patient waa discharged cured. 

Ccae 2.—Q. a, seuaati, healthy, admitted May 29, wiUi 
secondary ayphilis and varicocele ; the latt«r ^>pearing 
three weeks before admissioD, after an attack of orchitis- 
and a sudden cessation of a gonorrfaceal discharge. Avg. 29. 
— Was operated on by Dr. £Noe in the same manner as 
Case 1, except that Itnmmuitf only instead of twenty wer» 
taken in the operation. A shght amount of hemorrfaaga 
foUowsd. The wound waa brought toEetlier by ailk sntnres, 
and water dressings were api^ied. S^ 1. — Dreesing and 
sutures were removed. There was considerable pain and 
swelling around the wound, but both passed away in two 
or three day& Wound granulated, from the bottom, and 
Ihe patient was in due time discharged. There was ao 
gen<^ disturbance of the system. 

Remarkt. — The advantages which this mode poweflse* 
over many others which have been devised for the radical 
cure of varicocele are : 1. It is easily done. 2. The obliter»- 
tioikof the veins is complete. 3. It is safe, never followed by 
suppurative phlebitis (M. Chassaignac), 6. The redimdant 
scrotum is curtailed by the removal of a part of its sub- 
stance, a desirable abject being thus obtained. 



UNIVERSITY MEDICAL COLLEGB. 
Pnor. A. C. Post's Cubic. 

Orjlobw n, 1880. 



or IRTEBNAL OOHnTLI 
STPmUnO CLCEB 01 TOCff. 

Case 1. SimpU Hart-Lip. — The patient, a male child 11 
months old, was presented for aa operati^ On examina- 
tion of the gums they were found to be very much Bvrollen, 
caused by the pressure of four or five teeth which wera 
about to protmde. The gums were lanoed. Dr. P. re- 
marked, that a simple incision was suCBdent for an incisor 
tooth, but for a molar, a cracial cut was preferable. 

0*B« 2. Inflammation, of Burwaof Lefi-Krue.—'B.Q. ret 88, ■ 
suffered fi^im trouble of left knee-joint for tlie past three 
years, and it doea not seem to have arisen fixim any 
injury. Last June an opening speared over the front 
of the patella, discharing a thin watery fluid : there wai 
no increased swelling at the time, nor has there been pro- 
sent any other evidence of inSammation of the joint pro- 
per. The opening still exists, and a probe passed into it 
enters a small cavity immediatdy beneath the skin. TiM 
walls of this cavity were stimulated by the autlication of 
nitric add. and presmire was recommended by means of 
adhesive plaster. The Professor pointed out the neceesitf 
of care in the use of such appliancee^ in order that venous 
oongestion mi^t not ensue troTa the complete ecuniictin^of 
the limb. If it is found necessary to sj^tv comprecMOB 
around any part of the limb, a bandage shonld be oarefliHy 
^mlied from the distal extremity to that point 

Case 3. Shstma Impdtgmoda. — 0. 0., girL nt 6 year^ 
has an eruption over tiie entire scalp and both eara, Thia 
eruption is often liable to be confounded with porrigo fhvom, 
which ia conta^oua, and is the result of the ravages of a 
vegetable parasite. The 'distiDotion between Hmm two 
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fatitm of dSaattae b quiM pbtio; in the istl«r tttera H bIwdjb 
to be reooKniisd a peculiar smell resembling' that from monn 
dang ; And besdea tbe scab is diy, while in the Tarittj of 
eetwiw nodw coDsidenttion, it ia moist. The hair wu 
ordered to be kept doeeiy cut, the pott pouhieed, toA cleBH- 
liues* carefhllr attended to. An omtment oompoaed of the' 
Mowing iiigredients, WM also prcacribed: "creeeoU itlxx., 
adipis Sl 

Casi 4. Frwimrt of Esdamal Otii^ of 0* BraeML— 
"Qm patient, aged 6 years, was first preaented to the daw a 
week ago, with (he above iajunr. Thefraetnrebehigreo^t, 
a rectas^lar tin splittt, well padded, was applied. On 
examinattoii at present, the ports are found in a Bood poei- 
don. ks Boon BB the process of reparation ius fair); cmn- 
ntenood^ whicii will be in the oourBe of a couple of weeks, 
paeaive motion abovtd be resorted to,aad graduaUy inoreased 
IB extent until the leotiooe of the joint are pecfeol. If Vtaa 
pneantion is nnt taken anchjloate niaj reeolt. 

CUOBfi, .^nfldtomoL — J. R, female, aged 80. Bizmonthe 

r^ noticed an escreacence on ^e (econd phalasi <rf 
index finger of the right band, which she regarded as a 
wart. It was poulticed, and sundry other aj^BeatJona 
Aade, but witbont avail. The growth preeentod every ap- 
peanwee of epithelioma. The part was thoroughly eaatar- 
ized with nitric acid. Dr. P. stated (hat it was an unusual 
kcatian for that diseiEe. 

CiM %. SsphiUtio Vtm- of ft< .Pbrt— D. M., nt 87, ba« 
an ulcer with hardened edges and Bloaghy bdee ntuated 
between tbe fbnrdi and little toe of right foot, and wluahJias 
beenafthreeyeare'duraCioa. The uleer was cantsriaed with 
nitrat. MgeotL, and hjTirag. bichloHd. wae ordered intHnally 
in one-eighth of gram doam 
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O^si L — Ahtum of Head of Tilna. — The patjent. a female, 
X4 years of age, was admitted about ten montts ago to 
theW. T. Hospitd, suffering fi-om an abscess of the head of 
the left tibia. The limb w« much drawn up, and there 
was prtaeM a siri^aeate inBunroaeion of the knc^-joint. 
Two or three small sinosee existed, whidi comniDnicated 
i^ttll. a ca:ri^ in the bone. Ad opsraticsi was decided 
vpBB, dad acoordingly performed by Dr. Markee. The 
CMitj, whan laid open) was ibund of sufflotent site to hold 
m «ti^ The woiind granuiated from ^e bottom finely, 
and at present it his nearly olosed up. By tlie use of 
finpar elUnding Sf^watus, tbe ceatreOtioa M the taedon 
la ao far ovMiwms s« to allotv her to alep upon her hmb. 
On examinatioD with the probcj a small pertton of necreeed 
boRB wae discovered and ramoTedi Dr. otarkoe stated that 
the caae was originaKy one of absceas of tbe bone, and 
that no aeqwemrum wee fbned; he accounted for the an- 
pewanoe of necroeie by suppoMtig that Momt ponioB of the 
IMna bad etthef been spliDtered off daring w operation^ 
0( bad been axpoeed to the air afterwards, and had tfaa 
t^en M inflnnmation which roaalted in deoA. 

TIm nlaxAtion of the knee-joint was lo recent^ that ai 
pttnei amqwn to the part was advfeed. 

CtamlLSer^fitbtit OitBntkm vpon. Lag omI Far^Mad. 
-^TUt piktMDt waaa female, K years of ^e. Dr. Uaikiw 
VKAmHatA that tbe ease wbs one of mtanaoua ecrofola, a 
dtlMM which wia 1^ to tttaek petnons aboat ^ agv of 
puberty. The afieoiion seems to connt in the prodnatiDii 
at indioatione under tbe akin, reaching down to ttia bone, 
Tbcee dnmeiite are most generally kxisted aboot tike fora- 
haad Ad tibia, irticre they break down, lewriog indolent 
Ktoen. Tlie disease is fteqnentJy oonfounded with perio*- 
t oecura ow tbe bone thioly ooventd with 



flesh. It mey BtT<dTe tbe periosteum seoondtfily, bm it 
never {Wodnoee exfoliation of bone to any ^ccteat. nia 
progBoeis ia favonMe under a proper tome eoonit 



gir^ 4 yeeie <M, had been e nff a in g for two 
the symptoms ^ syneritia of knee-joint. '' 
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articular surfaeM together, pain is prodaeed. fo. Patfar 
temaiked that thn first tnaltaasat of unportsaoeforinAused 
j<nt>t« was net; and aocordlBgly advtMd foe tbe patieat a 
sUgfatJy flexed poatarior ^din*. In order to grre nippett 
and stimnlation to the inflamed part, a nio^y adjusted 
ammooiaeid plaster waa preasribed. The twentieth of a 
grain of the bichloride of meroui;,. with tinot dnchona, was 
ordered as an internal remedy, together with plenty of &eah 
air good food, etc 

Case IV .—Dy*pepiia.—'E. K., nt 30, a shoemaker, has 
suffered for a year or two past with all the distresong 
f^mptoms attendant upon dyspepsia, eructations, palpitt' 
tiona, gastrslgia, dizziness, low spirits, and constipation. 
A powJer formed of the following mgredients wag ordered 
to be taken shortly after each meal : Bnbnit. bismuth gr. 
z. ; pulv. cubebs gr. v. ; and bicarb, soda, ^. v. A change 
of occupation, wiui outdoor exercise, was inaieted upon. 

Case T. — Prolapttu Ani. — A. C, a child 4 years of age, 
had been suCtbring from the above disease for the last thru 
months. Previous to its appearance the patient had an 
attack of bowel complaint. Tbe danger (^ this diseue 
consists in the fact that the portion of muoous membraae 
which protrudes is by ne^ect very apt to become atrangu- 
Ibtedin coneequenoe of the contraction of the sphiocter t^D 
it. In treating the case the bowels must first be regulated 
so that the child has a passage once eveir twenty-four 
hours, and when at stool tne patient should be directed to 
stand, or simply lean against a hole on a plane of 45°. The 
general treatment should be tonic in character. In rednciog 
the gut engage your finger in the end of the prolapsedpor- 
tion, and gradually push the membrane in, uie same aa if 
you were putting on a glove. 
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Pnor. OaiutMBiii eommeneed bis clinic by exhibiting at 
Aimtri»ineflluA<7rta,^^tallyf/rKplm-iiigiiaoVulgftple»rli- 
rovMy. The person from whom- the epechnen wae taken 
vras a coacbman, who died very suddenly while sitting dd 
his box eating an appte. The eause <^ his death wu 
explained by the niptute of the eae into the left {rieunl 
c«vity. Tile inner surfcccof the sac wae found to be rough 
uid filled with ooagnlated blood. 

The second specimen was a S t/ p a hvp hiei Btari D 
Wae taken from a prostitote, who died somewhat suddeidy. 
She was probably carried off by SOfiftxartion, arising frMO 
idipeded cirenlation and tbe cedenatoes condjtion of ha 
body, and partictdariy of the Innge. The mitral valre, 
which abooM be deBoMe and transparent, is thickly stndded 
with vegetation, thus intercepting the fi«e flow of blood 
through the left cavities of the heart The diseased vahe 
being irregular, and tiaving a rough surface, the blood 
producee a pectdior aental at3ed bruit de aoufflai Tbe gen- 
tleman (rum whom the specimen was received. Stated that 
die bruit of the heart could be heard immeoiately epoa 
entering the room. 

CUmL i/miU^tlmPa»mftkfami.-^A.wK>*>mim 

raenled euflbrino from a anedk fn dM pain *f tbehasd. 
1^ Bcresi ahd beneath th» pahnar ante IVoC A 
remadnd that it was a very difl9«ak «d Mknte i^teiMiBa 
to find a needle in this altaatioa : tbMwbeii oattin^t* iS 
you m^ thaik yon have fbwid tne neede irbia itw M<r 
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the ftsoia which h*s become tadumtad by the presence of 
Ihe Bsedle. He mentioaed Uw cue of a Mj who h«d » 
a ne dk in th« iMt, and in erdw to extcaot it, he wm 
•Uiged to aoT^ Car aa faoia^ wtsn h» U ienglk found it 
betweea tbe meUtusal boaea. 

Cask 2. JVecrows 0/ 7^^. — Necrosis cauaed by ppriostilis. 
Ftaf, C. did not think it justifiable lo cut away the dead 
booe when connected, w in this case, with a Ibj^ bone, Iffce 
Ate tibl«; he would ntbat trust to nUnt, which woidd 
g rw hiri ly MMve it. H» recMBBieoded iodide oT iroB. 

Cask 3. Varieoie Uk«r. — The pathological condition ialliis 
case is that the condition of the veins cauaes the solution 
of continuity. The patient must be kept in a recumbent 
position or eicaitriEaHon will not be produced. If the 
pttflent lies down th« vmous etrauktioB will be prmtBOted 
and the ulcen us^ be oieMf iaed. 

Ciffl 6. Injury of the £y» bu Lime. — The eye had been 
poulticed by the advice of a friead, and consequently the 
cornea is almost entirely destroyed. Prof. C spoke strongly 
against the practice of poulticing the eye when inflamed. Be 
related an mstance where he was attending a person for 
ectropion. On the fburth or fifth day the patient felt con- 
aderable pain in the eye, and his brother physician applied 
a pouUiM, wh»h in lbrty-«ight hour* produced opacity of 
Cbe corner Since Prof C had treated tJiia caee, he had 
used an wtringent wash. BelladoanB had been applied in 
order to keep the puju! dilated. Qainine was recoinmeuded 
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Americah JocRHiiL OF Medical Sciences. — October. 
AxT. L — A StaUttical Inquiry into Ihg Caiua, Symptanu, 
Pathology, and Trratment of Imvrsion of the Womb. By 
Charles A. Lke, M.D, — One hundred and forty-eight oases 
are briedy reported, from which wn learn t^at thirty-niAe 
oaMe oeourred from pollini^ the covd by igoorant midwives, 
and Beven from attempts to deliver the pUoent»; in twenty- 
five cases, the labor was ri^ id; in twenty, slow with symp- 
tcnts of uterine exhaustion ; in ten, the cord was short, and 
in several twisted round the neck ; two were forceps cases, 
one twins, and twen^-threo primipatie ; twenty-three are 
~ ' ' fl of spoBtaQeeas in-rerMon'; in one bnil- 
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. n cases, and 

came away spontaneously in fourteen; in forty-nine the 
hemorrhage Was severe, in sevcut^n moderate, in eleven 



fat pwypns, and Cwo oaaee of polypus were mi»- 
taken for tOTarted otorns, and three eauoed by pcdypu& 
The ntems was reposited in fiflj-two cases, seven of which 

S roved fatal, two from peritoneal inflMnmalion, and Eve 
om hemorrhage and exhaustion. In diree the reduction 
is represented as spontaneous; in thirty-one cases the pla- 
Mnt» WM detwAed before r^msition. (n thirty-two cases 
the ntems was removed by ligatore, of whom four died; in 
fbofteea tbe uterus was removed by excision, Mtd four died. 
Aar II. — JE^pmnuntoI Mtitarcht* relative to a mppoted 
New Specie! of Upaa, By William A, Eamhond, M.D., 
Prof^oT of AnfUomy and Pkytiohgy in the Untvatity of 
Jferyitnd. Am. WL — Aromalie Sidphufte Acid tn Ihe 
AwUmmK ef raoMMt-m. By B. Daxkaoe. ilJh, (^oaiUT, 
Utnoifl. — Sevieral caaes are mentioned in wnioh the remedy 
was eucQeesfuUy employed, in doses of about tlirce drachms 
in the course of twenty-four hours, largely diluted with 
■weetened water. Aet. IV. — On Tropiccd Dymntery. By 
BiOBAKD WHimroHui, M,D„ Surgeon, Peruvian Navy. — 
During a long reddenoe in South Amerioa, the author had 
many opportunities of observing Uiis disease, and as the 
resolt of nis eiperience divides it into fire distinct varieties, 
^tbigaished by chanet«pistic syn^tom^ and each- reqofa^ 
ing a peenbar treatment!. (1.) Dyasatery drpeitdaat upoa 
iBoisuMa and Saaea ratained ia ths boneik which genenil^ 
yields to tlie administration of full doses of purgative medi- 



cines, steadily persisted in, until fiscal evacuations have been 

5rocured,a^r whiclv gentle aperients with A-Dov^e pow- 
er at bedtime, ar twice a. dia^, will HiffiM. (^> Simple 
specific dysentery either common or bilious, in which be 
sdmioistera 3 ss. rel 3 i. of ipecac in syrup and water,- the 
patient to be kept in bed and avoid vomiting if possible ; 
and every night and morainj; the fdlowing eaema — B. 
Bad. ipecac, contus, j i aqute fervent^ Biiss., fiat infusio, cola, 
et adde syrupi morptiijB \i, M. ft, enema; the draught 
should be repeated every morning for three days,.by which 
time copious bilious stools are produced, when vegetable 
satringents with opiates complete the cure. (3.) Dysentery 
oomplioaied with enteritis, in which he employs the wartn 
bath Ibr twenty-five nanutcs, and ffaraentatioUa with futt 
doses of calomel and opium foUnwed by castor oil, and 
opiate injections to relieve tenesmus ; when bilious evacua- 
tions appear, the case is reduced to one of simple dysentery. 
These cases do not bear depletion. (*.) Dysentery com- 
[dicated with acute or chronic inflammation of tie bver, in 
vhich focal depletion is better borne than in either of tba. 
others He directs here the whole attention to the affec- 
tion of the liver, regarding the dysentery as only a symp- 
tom of the deranged stale of the liver, and portal circula- 
tion. (5.J Putrid, malignant, or gangrenous dysentery, 
charactenzed by very frequent evBciiations of bloody mnens, 
cantaining patches of membrane from the mucous ooaC of 
tte large intestines, having the putrid odor of gangrraa 
strongly marked, while Ibe room in which the patient i&^«» 
well as his breath, is impregnated witb a putrid odor. " The 
remedy which, in these cases, acts like a charm, is the 
extract of nux vomica combined with opium in the follow- 
ing formula: 9. Ext mix vomica, gr. it., ext. opii, gf. i^ 
M. ft. pikilK No. iv. ; one to be tataen every three houn; 
The quantity of nux vomica should be •ugni«i>ted to twelve 
grains; that is, three grains for a dose, according to the 
circumstances of the case; mucilaginous drinks, and enemas 
of decoction of althrea, with a solution of chloride of soda^ 
are to be adnnoistered. When the patient has passed from 
the SBtM of extreme' danger, his oaoe sbonld be treated 
aeoorduig to tfae symptoms tJiat^ mav present tbemaebea. 
i an quite ignorant of the mode in wnich niuc vomica act^ 
but its administration has saved numerous individuals 
affected with the worst forms of dysentery from the very 
jaws of death. Of a veiy large number of cases t3«ated on 
these prmciplea in die hospital, the deaths did not avM«g* 
mis« than two per oest.^ A»r. T.-^&ma Pradieai Bf 
mark* on Chrvnie Ir^btntmaUett of th* Uterv*. By J. 9. 
Lmd, M.D.,Mendota, Illinois.- Ait. VL — The Conwmni- 
mbilit*/ of Seamdary SyphHit. By Richard MoShekhi, 
M.D,, of Baltimore, relating a case m point. Art. Vll. — - 
Oil fle Therapeaiie Vee of tts Gn»iite of Cerittm. By 
OSAimtS Ln, U.D,, House Phvneian to BfookW So^taL 
— Tturanthcvtfistjfied to the eSloaoy of this remedy not only 
in relieving the vomiting of pregnant women, but also iu 
the vomiting that o^en accompanies phthisis, in pyro^s, 
hysterical emeais, and the various dyspeptic conditions of 
the stomachj especifJlr atonic dyspepsia. The dose b one 
or two grains in pill every two or three honm, and thfr 
oDtion Was usuidy rapid. Abt. VIIL— SurpKoi Omk 
By Phup 8, WaLis, H.D., Asdstant 3iirge<w Uwlsd 
States Navy. Abt. IX. — Cok of MnlemiBe Ctmpotmd 
Fradwrt of the Cnmivm — Setere LacK'alion and Dettrurtion 
of a porlKin of the Brain, fyUoived by Fungiu CerAixand 
TimAnatcng in Recovery. By Bedfobd Bkowb, M.D., Tan- 
oy ville, Caewetl countv, NorOi Carolina. Ami. X— ■ Ob^^ . 
trvAi data. By Batmtm BaaTBouow, U.D., AseistaMt- 
3urg«on United States Army. — Case 1. — Prepay of the 
atunion and discharge of the watery fluid from the vagina, 
and Case 2. — Anasarca and ascites occurring with, and 
masking the existence of pregnancy. Art. Xl,-^(7on>p&(« 
Inveraion of the Utar^a at fivr mwirt* of Vtem-gt^ttMott, 
rspJoesd ne day* afttr tt« AvidaiL By B. W. Wooomk, 
M,D., of Woodavilie, Kentucky. The instrument used waa 
a modification of Simpson's oterine soond, with a ball at 
the end, size of a half ounce bullet — the recovery waa ri^id. 
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■ SXnCIDB IN THE TOMBS. 
Aboui • 7«Bf ago ouc dtdzena were Eluded bj the occur- 
renoe of one of tbe most public and reddest murdei^ in the 
Hm^ of crinM. Id the ktler paK of a Biumner'e day, on 
Broadway, at an hour when this great thorou^tTare ia 
crowded with pedestrians, a gentleman drew • pistol and 
deliberately shot a \tdj, the ball taking eftect in the temple, 
and cauHDg death at the expiration of aeveral dhja. The 
homicide was witnessed bj hundred^ and the murderer, 
wrested in the very tracks when the deed was committed, 
acknowledged that the crime was premeditated. But to 
go through the farce of a trial, he had to plead the bitter 
falsehood, "not ];"*%"' — * iegel fiction that baa too often 
(kwarl«d retributive juitio^— tad was aocordinglj com- 
mittad to the tombe for tt^t-hMpmg to await his tri^ 
Ueandme hia counsel set esmead}> at work to save their 
client from the doom that seemed impending, and the jollj 
public, satisfied that in due time it would be gratified with 
the details of another execution, peered oocasionalhf into 
the i»isoner's cell to ascertain that tbe Tictim was there, 
and tiiought no more of the matter. Some nine months 
after ttie occurrence, the mommg papers annonnced that 
this criminal had perpetrated self-destruction. Public curi- 
oait; waa eager to know \>3 what means an inmate of that 
snpidtdiral residence bad been able to cheat the world of 
another hangman's tale. One of that quartMtte of ooronen 
in which this cHy rq'oices — erer yigilant on the scent of 
blood but never overtaking the game — forthwith set to 
work to unravel the mystery. Attended by a jury of his 
coontiymen, reaident in that delectable neigfaborhood, he 
proOMded with due oeramcoiy to view the body, and deter- 
mine by this enlightening process the nature of that pecu- 
liar visitation by which the prisoner bad been so unexpect- 
edly deprived of life. Whereuponit appeared that deceased 
bad never bean satisfied with the acconunodations furnished 
him by the city, and had long ago determined to exchange 
them tot quarters more eechided, and less exposed to public 
gaze. To this end he desired the transmigratory inftuenoe 
of a certain drug, and accordingly wrote the following 
rec^ ; " Slrychnine, two shillings worth, to kill dogs." 
This message waa intrusted to his attendant, with direotiona 
to obtain the article at a drug storo. But the Aithleaa 
servant thwart«d his deagn by handing die prescription tA 
the Warden, and thus revealed the secret purposes Of his 
master. A close watch waa now placed over his cell, and 
every precaution taken to prevent Uie prisoner's self-eieou- 
tian. Bat intent on his purpose, and undaunted by his 
defe«t,again the tenant of the Tombs issued his orders; but 
ttiit time he wrote tbr laudanum, ^te message was again 
intnuted to his servant, who so br fulfilled hia wishes as to 
obtain from a drug^t the required potion. But the oon- 
•oenoe of the servaut proved too sensitive (or his task, and 
again he betrvyed hit tmst by handing the package to the 
vigilant Warden. Bat, notwithstanding the infidelity of the 
pervant and the vigilance of the keepere, the prisonor ma 



one day fonnd dying of narcotism, and an empiy rhui 
labelled HcMunn's Elixir, ooocealod in bis room, revelled 
die canse cf death. The ardent Coroner pucBoed Us iaqni- 
ries, intent on levning Aoa> dM poison wte mnggled into 
the cell, and fixing the crime upon some responable igtnL 
Good Dr. Oovi], Physician to the Prison, is naturalij ni»> 
pected,buthe dears himself by deposiog that he never gata 
deceaaed a dose of opium. The Keepers had all TT,^T.r^.>^ 
a v^piant watch over that particular cell, but had ftever Hcn 
a package passed surreptitiously through the grating, thete- 
fore they were free from suspidoo. The learned Coroner 
Bummed up this mass of negative evidence, and the intdli- 
gent jury, enlightened as to their duties, retired, and after a 
short deUberation returned the f<rilowing veidicl: — 

"The deceased came to his death by the admiiustntiDii 
of creasote and a preparation of opium, Ucen for the por- 
pose of self-destnictiOD. Furtiier, the Jury would raccoi' 
mend the proper autbcoitjes to place wire-netting.similirle 
that now In use on the lower corridor, on all the eell-doon 
of the City Prison.^' 

Thus standA revealed the d»ice disgraotJul bci, itat 
poisons are so &eely sold in this city, that a criminal kidgwl 
in prison for saifa keeping to await his trial, can dictate to 
his waiter the kind of drug with which lie will rid himself 
of life, and but for the treachery of the latter could oblaii 
it. IVom the dosely-locked and carefully-guarded cell of 
the murderer goes ibrth the written order for deadly poisoia, 
and in large quantities; the druggist into whose huub il 
falls, with nimble fingers prepares the fiktsi dnnghl, ud 
asks not a question as to its destinatioD. The preacTiplioii 
lor strychnine would have been as quickly made i^ Mid 
delivered at an ordinary drug atoM^ aa that for Uudanom; 
thoi^ bad the druggist paused and considN«d the paipect 
of either, he would have read in is umnistaksUe diarsctera 
aa was written "to kill dogs," these terrible words, "lo 
KILL A lUH I" The remedy suggested in the verdict cm 
by no SMant re«di the evil Vain are bolts sod ban, «ii»- 
netting and vigilant sentineh, when (Im inmate of tfai 
Tt»nbB determines upon self-deetruction. He may not be 
able to accomplish the deed with knif^, or razor, or hemp, 
but while druggists sell poisons as a common artide of 
trade the wet^xms of the suidde are at bis command. Ho 
degree of vigilance or {Hvcaution on (he part of aenliiMlB 
can prevent hia aecea to thera ; tto wir«-netting ii » 
strong or so close that they will not be clandestindy ^toA 
within hia grasp. If human hands cannot convey them to 
him, " some bird of Mr" will be the messenger. If tint 
Jury had dona its duty, it would have gone directly to lbs 
aouroe&om which this daas of Crimea prooeed. Thedn^ 
gist who sold the laudanum should have been charged iritb 
the violation of the law to regulate the sale of poisons, and 
property proceeded against Though the parties to Ihii 
individual crime may not have been disoovered, the trot 
reaponnbility should h^ve been fixed where it beluigi^ vi& 
upon the druggists who still continue to sail poisoBS, >»■ 
gtrdless of the law or the consequences of their bcIsl 



THE WEEK. 
Okb of our city religious papers [Tht Examiner)^ s fe<T 
weeks igo^ took to taak a secular paper which claims to 
ataod «pOD grwt primal ClniBtian trntfae, for praauming, 
wHh SDch profbaaiona, to admit into ita at' 
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the&txical adrertisemente, vbereb; " the homea of Chris- 
tian EuDilias" would be demoralized. We look ocgmioh to 
edl the atten&MU of the Stamimtr to ita own mdjetHmg 
eohnnu, in which appear, whh kttmeUTe type and iltnatn- 
ticm, the nostrums of abortioniBts, of shtyera of the innocents, 
of c&ncer-curerB, etc., etc. We deferentially ssked, if it 
^pUed to itself the rule which it had prescribed for others 
to follow, how it, a pro&SBMUy religious paper, known and 
(ioirf»ed to ataod upoo " great primal Christian truths" in 
the distribution of its advertisements, could consent to 
introduce to the "homes of Christian families" advertise- 
ments acknowledged unirersall; to be fruitful of more 
domestic unhappiness, and more demoralizing to the joung, 
than all the theatres in Christendom. The Erommer 
makes no defence of its conduct, as indeed it could not, 
without self-stultification, but continues to be the chosen 
messenger of quacks, to convej to the homes of CbrisUan 
families, for a certain quid pro quo, these fatal poisons lo 
domestic health and morals. The secular paper, however, 
whicb was so sererelj rebuked, with a candor worthy of 
imitation by the Eaamner, states the ground of its accep- 
tance and rejection of advertisements, and piquanlJy re- 
marks, that it has strictly refused the insertioa of quack 
adTcrtisemente which it would be ashamed to read in a 
Guuily ciiole. We do not denire to be hypercritical in 
Ifaeee remarkB ; oar only purpose is to call the attention of 
religious journals to the fearful responsibility which they 
assume when they prostitute their columns towards the 
fijrtheraoce of the low, vulgar, and immoral objects of 
ttdvertieers of noetmras. They well know that this class 
of perBOos especially seek the columns of religious papeis, 
because their malicious falsehoods are thus clothed -with a 
certain respectability, and are received by Christian families 
as indorsed by the paper in which they appear. But how- 
ever desirable it may be to have a reform in this regard, 
we shall n«t see the day when religious principles will so 
ikr triumph over the power of money, as to make profess- 
ing Christians, in the daily walks of business, reject with 
scorn the latter, to save untarnished the former. The 
charaoter of the advertitenents which fill the religious 
fiKpen would justiiy the belief that the only question 
which they ever stop to ask of advertisers is, " How much 
win you pay 7" And in many instances we believe this is 
true. We speak advisedly. A former editi^ of the most 
prominent religious p^ter of this city sdd to a brother of 
tbe same denomination, who remonstrated with him for 
inserting adrertisemenla of remedii« fbr tbe cure of cer- 
twn secret disesses, which he feared to have his family 
read, " I would publish the time and place where the devil 
was to preach, if I was well pud." Our atl«ntiou hss 
been again called to this subject by the announcement in 
one of our exchanges, that an eminent q\ihA is about to 
vi^ our diores, who largely patronizes the press, and 
throof^ its influence obtains access to the aCBicted. The 
religious journals may thank the Mrdioal Timbb for having 
notified them in advance of the approach of this great 
patron of the press. That they may know something of the 
nwD, and bow highly hia services are valued and rewarded 
in Uie localities where he h«a praotia»d, and from which he 
oomes to this cmuttry, we will copy the Iblkiwing notice 
of him from the A T-i-hang o (^Britith Med. Jtmmal, Montreal) 
above alluded to :. 
" Wbat we hanre oAtn tbongfat woQld occur bas occurred 



at last ; not that there might not have existed months ago 
ample enough grounds for a coroner's jury and its verdict, 
but that a peculiar good Ibrtune seems to have attended 
Tumblety'sproceedingSjSnd secured him an exemption. His 
good genius has at last deserted him, and to avoid the con- 
sequences of trial before his compeers and its award, Tum- 
blety baa fled to regions unknown ; in all probability to the 
Doited Slates, where it is not unlikely that, with the assist- 
ance of the press, which he subsidizes heavily, he will be 
permitted again to continue his vocation, reap handsome 
returns, and send more unfortunate, trusting victims to 
their graves. Without the assistance of the pres9, it is im- 
posable that he could have succeeded as be did; and this 
inquest discloses the fact, that it was in consequence of see- 
ing his advertisements, and believing in them, that the 
nnfortunate man Fortmore entrusted liis lifo in his hands, 
and fell the victim of his credulity. We have not the 
space requisite for tbe details of ine inquest in full. We- 
give, however, tlic most important part of it, which we 
take from the Morning JV«CTiuin. a newspaper of SL Johns, 
N. B., published on the 29lh September. The jury was 
empannellcd on the 27th| and the followiag is llie evidence 
of Mrs.' Porlmore, wife of the deceoeed. Tumblety was in 
the room this day. 

"Mrs. Portniore, wife of tlte deceased, swore that her 
husband bad been for ten or twelve years suffering from 
disease of the kidneys and grareL Lately he was not so 
unwell as be had often been, and was able to attend to his 
work as a carpenter; but about three weeks ago, induced 
by the advertisements of cures wrought by Dr. Tumblety, 
which were puUished in the papers, he applied to him, and 
brought home two phials, containing about a gill eadi of 
medicine that looked like water, which he got from bim. 
He took a teaspoonful of this in water three times a day. 
When first he took it he cried out that ' that would bum the 
heart out of a man.' He continued, however, to take it for 
nine or ten days regularly: He always complained of the 
same burning sensation m the stomach after taking it^ and 
he lost his ^petite, which previously was good. On the 
17th he went to Dr. Tumblety again, and brought another 
botUc of medicine, which looked uke the former, and which 
he took in the same way. After he used this be vomited 
and grew so sick that he had to take to his bed. He could 
then eat nothing. She went to Dr. Tumblety to see him, 
and when he came to tbe house she cbarved him with hav- 
ing killed her husband by the medicine he had given him. 
She pointed to the bottles on the table, and said the medi- 
cine was there, and she meant to show it to the doctors. 
He said very well, and took a liottie up and smelled it, and 
then put it down agfun. He told her to apply hot water 
foraentatioos over her husband's kidneys, and she did SO. 
He then went away, promising to send a balsam at fbat 
o'dock to settle bis stomach, aod immediately after he was 
gone she mined tbe bottles. She told her husband Tom- 
blety had taken the bottles, and he said, let the villain take 
them. She had not tasted the medicine, and bad no ids* 
what it Wat. No one was in the room during this tinw 
but her hotiiand, herself and Dr. Tumblety. Dr. TnmUety 
did not send tbe bateam, nor did he return, but he sent 
word be was busy. Dr. Humphreys was then oalled Id, 
and Dr. Botsford saw her husband some hours before 1m - 
died. While sick at this time he did ntA su^r madi 
from his old complaint, but chiefly from the pain in his 
stomaofa. 

" Dr. Humphreys, who attmded Portmore on a fbrmer 
occasion, was called in, and found him suffering from acute 
inflammation of tbe stomach. Dr. Humphreys aed Dr. 
Botsford made a post-mortem examination on ThursdAy. 
Theyfoimd the hmgs sound, the kidneys disorganised, and 
evidence that deceau*d suffered fi«m (alcuhia or stone, but 
swore positively that the immediate cause of death was 
acuta inflammation of the stomach; that this was not ■ 
necessary consequence of bis old disease, and did not arise 
from iU They stated also, that according to tiie hi^^teA 
medical anthorities, inflammation of the atonwch is rarely if 
Digitized by VjOOglC 
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ever idiop&tliic, or arising (tooi natural causes, but is tiie 
resutt of the introiftiction of some powerfbl imtBDt into 
Ae stomach. Thej* were satisfied that in this instance the 
inflammation was caused b^' some acid or ot]icr irritant 
inlrodtrced into the Btomach, although they would not 
swear that ft contd not possibly be otherwise, and thcj 
ccmid find no soeh substance in the stomach when tbey 
made the examination. They described the appearance and 
condition of the coating of the stomach ; and the coroner 
afterwanls stated to the JU17 that he agreed fiiUj in opinion 
with them, 

" The coroner addressed the jury at some length. The 
jin7, after deliberating for thirty or forty minutes, found a 
Tenlict of manslaughter Kainsl Dr. Tumbletj. 

"We trust that this affiur will terminate Tumblety's ei- 
ploita in the British Provinces. It is much to be regretted 
that any latitude whatever should be allowed to such a fel- 
low, or one of his kidney, for the performance of his tricltg. 
But such is the credulity of the public, that it is ever ready 
to patronise any one wuo profesaes to assume m)methingof 
the marrellouB, and tlie more readily the mote extraordi- 
nary or more marTcUous the [>retensioti." 

iltJCg hu been said recently of the adaptation of the 
dimata of the state of Minnesota to consumptlTes, but no 
direct or reliable data have yet been obt^oed upon which 
to baae an opinion. The writer of tbe following article, the 
B«T. Ctr. BuAhn«U, of Hartford, Ct, has frequently been n- 
ttmi to as an instance of complete tocoTsry fhwn coi»- 
firmed phthisis, by a temporary residence in that region. 
It wilt be seen that as a scientific report it has little or no 
weight, for the exact nature of the pulmonary aSections of 
tbe peraoofi refenod to, and eien of tbe writer himself are 
not dJMrnainsted ; yet we cc^yit m the best contributiOD 
to the Bi^D^t thnt we hare met wHb, tnerely addbg liiHt 
the physicians of that state could not do a greater service 
than by publishing the /acis with which they are cog- 

I want to Uinneaota earl* in July, and remained there 
till the latter part of May foUowing. I had Hpent a winter 
in Cuba without b«nefiu I had spent also. nearly a year in 
Calilbniie, nukiag a gain in tbe dry eeaeod, and a partMl 
low ui tile wet aeaaon,' returning, howevBr, su&cientiy 
improTed t« resume my labon. Breaking down again 
(Irani this only perttai reoovery, 1 nude the expenraent now 
ot MbnesDIA ; and sabmiUing myself, on returning to ft 
voy rigid esminatMB, by a g^ysician. who did aot know 
at all what ven^ot had been pened by other physicians 
before^ be aiud, in aooordaaoe with their opinion, " Tou 
have b»d a difflctilliy in the right iung, but it is hfialed," I 
bad siupeoied fVom my (703)11100)8 that it might be so, and 
tbe fad appeaia to be eoufiriied by the fiirther fact that I 
Iiay* be«n slewly, IbeHgh itT«f^i4y, gaiaing all the suo- 
um; This inproreaaent, or partial recovery, I atnilmte to 
the climate of Uinnesota. But not t« thw alone-^-olher 
things have ooncuned. First, 1 had « natarally firm, endor- 



iiig oonatiiutioa, wKtoh had only given war under ezcee* 

^laboc, attd had no vostiBe M hereditary di*- 

Bwwndly, I Ittdall my burdens thrown off. 
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be that the result was attributable, in part, to the orertoiiic 
property of the atmosphere: And I bawe tmown ef trj 
rsoMrkable csmbi <rf reoff*«n thciv wUc^ had seraicd in 
be hopdsas. Oro of a gtotUoMi whe was earned aihwa 
on a htt£r, and became a robust, hearty man. Another iclw 
told me that he had even coughed up bits of his lung, «[ 
the sise of ft walnut, and was then, seven or eight mondis 
after, a perfbctly sound-looldnp, well-act maa, with no 
ooQgh at aU. I fisll in with aomebmly every lew days «lw 
had come there and beeo res tored ; aad with DMltiUdn<l 
others whose disease had been arrested, so as to allow tin 
prosecution of buainesa, and whose lease of life, as they bd 
no doubt, was much lengthened by tlieir migration tfl tlut 
region of the country. Of course it win be undeistood dut 
a great many are sadly disappointed in eoing thither, ud 
that as the number ot conswnptives n»king the trial ■!• 
crea«ee, the funerals of the oousumptivc straDgers aze becon- 
ing sadly frequent The peculiar benefit of this clinnU 
appears to be from ils dryness. There is ua much, orevfD 
a iitde more of rain there than elsewhere, in the summCT 
months ; but it comes more generrily in the night, and tb« 
days tiiat Ibllow brighten out in a fresh, tonic brittiaiHT, m 
dry ahnoet as befbrt. Tbe winter climate ie iDtesady oM, 
and yet so dry, and clear, and sdll, for the most part, m t» 
create no very great suffering. One who is property drwaei 
finds the climate much more enjoyable than tbe amphibious 
half-fluid, half-solid, sloppy, grave-like chill of the Ewt 
The snows are Bght : a kind of snow-dew that makes ut 
inch, or sometimes three, in a night. Beal snow-storms m 
rare ; there was none the Last winter. A little mwe sww 
to make better sleighing would be an improvement Alio 
rain in tlie winter, it is almost unknown. There waa M 
drop of rain tbe last winter, from the latter part of Otto- 
ber to the middle, or about the middle of MM«h, eicepts 
dight dri7,rie on Thanksgiving^ ay. And there was n* 
snow-msUing anou^ br ntom Aan iJMUt eight or tn 
days to wet a deer-skin moccaain (which many genUemea 
wear all tbe winter). The following table will show du 
comparalive rain-fa)l, whether in tbe ^ape of raiuor«iioi»; 
for three different points, that may be taken to represent 
the whole country; being on tbe twoeoasts, sod at 8t 
Paul in tbe nnddle of the coatlwiit: • 



and a state of complete, uncaring i 
SHch vl^r as to be otlt in tha open 
otherwise, a good part of the time. It does net follow, by 
any meess, that one who is dying under hereditary eon- 
sjui^oii, or one who is too far ^one to liave aoy power of 
euduraoee, or spring of recuperative energy left, will be re- 
covered in the same nia«Mr. A greet many such go there 
tA (Ue, aod seme M be partially reoovend and then die ; 
far I knew of two young bm% bo tu reoovered m to think 
thumoalTi-l wdli or aeai^ se^ who by overviolent exertion 
brought on a recarrsnee ot Needing, at>d died, one of them 
almost inslaatly, aad the other in abont twenty-fbnr lioure ; 
both in the same week. The general opinion seemed to 



The San Francisco climate stands firel, here, in diyws^ 
it will be observed ; but it requires to be noted, in iheecn- 
pariBon, that while there is no rwn-fftU there for awW* 
six DBonths, there is yet a heavy sear-fog roDing in e*VT 
day whidi makes the SL Paul chrnete really the drivt « 
tbe two. The beautiful inversion, too, of the Calffiinu* 
water-season, at St. Paul, will bo noticed ; tbe water fiJliaj 
here in the summer, when it is wanted, and ceasing in ">• 
winter, when it is not. It will be important for the inn- 
lid gotng to Minnesota fbr recovery, to be there in the **• 
t«r, when tha adraiHiigea ai« best. He rauat also be ]>r*- 
Tided with ths msaas of outdoor life. Some u'^''? *l~ 
have nothing to hope for. except as they become re»»a» 
here for the rest of their lives.— /tuiepnuieni. 

Dn, Fiiiirois'B IHTBOBOCTORT.— In another erfumn *» 
present at length the annual intrwdtictory adttrea »C ^ 
ot>ening of the cBnioal eoursn at the Belleme Hosi*»^ 7 
the P(«iidecl of the Medical Board, Dr. John ^-^^^ 
Pot several years we havo had tbe privilege of t«x>r<m 
sketches of these aaOnal addresses, always attrwtive bj 
their learning and eloquence. The present effort cominen" 
itself eswcially bj ^lo rlsaniral and YigtuiotAt^>^^ w^l^ 
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Slectro-I'htsiologt, AitD SLECTRO-TBrRAPEUTica ; showing; 
the best utelbods Tor the Medical Vees of Electricity. 
Bj Ai^mt C. a*BUTT, H.D., FeUow of Ow Umbs- 
ofanKlts Uedkri aocUty. Barton ; Tidknor Jt VMdu, 

ime. pp. 7oa 

This work is & compendious tretttise on electricity and 
its employment as a tberspeutic went. There has lonz 
been need of guch a work, to enlighten the profession at 
lafge in regud to the methods of using this agent, tlie 
phOoeophy of its acUon, and the diseases to which ii 
especially adapted. The work is divided ii ' 
The first three are chiefly occupied '' ' 
the history, the properties, the var 
ployed, and the method of using tliis sgenL These chapters 
embrace nraoh of general scientific interest. Cbspter IV. 
ia devoted to the subject of dectro^hytiolagy, and the aullior 
reviews at great len^ the views of auCbsrs in ree;ard to 
the action of electricity upon the animal sj^stem. Chapter 
T. treats of the metho^faoiemploj'ingeleclj'icity, and should 
be carefully studied by the practitioner, as it contains the 
principles upon which electricity ia to be used. The author 
well remarks, "where electric currents are applied to the 
patient wWioul regard to Oie tauM of Iheir acban on Uving 
ffnties, they may by chance produce, instead of amelioration 
or cure, an actual aggravatioo of the acute or chronic 
malady. AD persona are not equallr susceptible to the 
electric current, and therefore careful aiscrimination should 
be made of individuals. Again, disease impresses a change 
that requires to be understood and appreciated. There 
are ei*o " certain spots along the surface of the body and 
limbs that give very peculiar re^onse to the electrode in 
producing more ainpfe muscle contractions without pain^" 
a knowledge of which is essential to a proper use of this 
agent. These are explained at length by uie author, and 
cannot be too attentively studied. Chapter TI. is devoted 
to a consideration of the employment of electricity in hyptr- 
itdJtait, and in axi3eii nerve acUont and paint. In this 
chapter all the nerves which are the subject of pain 
(neural^a) are separately considered, and the method of 
employmg electricity in this affec^on of each nerve, ia 
eiplained. Chapter VH. is occupied with the opposite 
condilJOD of tbe nerves, ansstheaia or paralysis, and tha 
same minut erule saregivenfor the proper use of eleotrioity. 
Id Chapter viil, a third affection of the nerves, viz. spiem, 
is treated of in the same comprehensive manner. The 
volume closes with a lengthy discussion of the uses of elec- 
tricity in midwi/m/ and mtrgery. From this rapid survey 
oF the leading topics of the work the reader will gather its 
cluef points of interest. It has little clum to originally, 
but is not on that account of less importance to the practi- 
tioner. In our opinion Dc. Garratt has rendered the pro- 
. fesaion's great service in the preparation of this work, and 
we hope li will ba widely circulated. 
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Wb imx(A he «dd to b« <Mc)eM in exceUent woAa on 

Watomy. Indeed, in no 4«part»eM of etndy are tkero 

mon w«rta eqjefflsHf deeigiied t4> aid (b* atadmt. The 

poptiK woi* of Wilson is in tk* tniida of nearly every 

sMrient^ wtrik tbe receat work of Gray seemed to leave 

nothing to dedrt on this bmnob. A new work, therefore, 
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be eioeedingly well prepaivd and a(Iapt«d to the sWiteBt'S 
wanU, to oommend itself especially to his notice. PnjC 
lieidy brings to the aBthorship of a wort on anatomy a 
ripe experience in the art of teaching, and a reputation as 
m anatomist of the hi^wot order. We have examined the 
folnme with moch Mre. Althoogh necewarily containing 
nothing new, the arrangement of text, the clear soociact 
style, and the eitcellence of Uie iHnstrations, render it tk 
manual on elementary anatomy worthy of a place by the- 
side of the best now in nse. Not the least attractiTS 
ftature of the work is the typographical execution. The 
paper Is tinted, and the print is tn the highest degreft 
creditable to the pobHshert. 
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MATERIA MEDICA AND PHARMACT. 
Bt Eitward R. Sqcitih, M.D., or BBooilts. 

ifyfpM^ *(««.— JThe writer has obstrved Within the 
put ten years, a gradutd augmentsrtaoa in the doeee of these 
sidts, or more particularly of the sulphate, which is, to say 
the tesat, very remarkable. The standard works on matCTia 
medkta and tdierapentics stale the dose at one-eighth to 
onMburth of a gnun ; and tbey consider one-sixth to one- 
fflth of a grain as equivalent to one grun of good (Htinm. 
Bat opium iteelf hae undoubte^y dimini^ed in seoatrre 
vrine of late years, thus keeping paoe with the general 
disposition in trade to dilution sod adulteration ; so that a 
gratB of powdeted opium, equal to one and one-fifth gnrins 
of the moist drnc, is now not more effective, probably. 

tban one grain of the moist ' ' — " ' ' 

Smyrna opium yields nevei 
HKHphia sMtE, it fi)ltows that ten grains of the opium con- 
tain nearly one groin of morphia satt, and hence that one- 
tenth of agrrio of morphia- salt would be tiie quantity pre- 
sent ia one grain of good opium. But the morphia is not 
Ae only n«<ootic principle of opium ; and therefore, ad- 
iblttiag tbat the other narootic principles together eqiul 
the morphia in sedative eflbct^— an admisntm winch is oer- 
taittly beyond probabttity — we Itere one-flfth of a grain of 
Bion>liia salts as representing one grain of opium. TfatM- 
the books, if brought op to ^e preseat standard of opium, 
WonM probablv give one grain of pottdtred opium instead 
of one grMn or opium, ae the average anodyne or sedative' 
doee, and one-llfth of a grain of salts of morphia as the 
therapeutio eqnivident. On looking over the treatment of 
various acute diseases, where no toleraaee or habit exists, it 
ia now rare to find any fnu:titioner giving stdts of morphia 
in any snoh dosee. Ttuee promisuit papere are now caDed 
to mind se having been pubS^ed within a few months paat, 
wherein the Bnl[Aate of moTf^is was tised in arate dis- 
eases, namely, sporadic puerperal peritoni^ artlmlar 
itteumatism, and pnenmoma— all by diatinguiflbed thera- 
peutists. In the treaHnenC of these diseases it is net 
uiMominon to give one grun of the sulf^wte at first, to ba 
Avowed by huf a grain every four or six boara, md ctm- 
timied fbr seven, ten, or even Ri>i««D days. (See Prof. 
Austin FHnton Pneumonia Hid Pericatdiltt, in if. O. 3fe4. 
JAtM and Ho^. 9tami for Sept, 186a} 'Saw, the 
amaBeet probable equivalent «e this in the best moist 
opium would be six graine to start on, and (hen three 
grains every four or six hours. Other therapeutists exceed 
BifB: and one, Dr. A. L. Hudson, of Rush Medical GoHege, 
thisKB thai one grain of " mOiphia" (^udmg, probably, to 
the ordinary enlpbate) Is about eqnal to two gndns of 
•piuin. These ezanplee nay not represent the cotnnHnr 
practice with saHs ofntorphia y/ilh tfioroogh foiness, yet 
they are not, with the exception of the last, seteoted mim 

■' or iMKrio pmtice; and the mite^ obeerratJoB 
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of iha prsatice of good eouod aulbgiitKB leads diieotly to 
dte ioference that there must be some cause Ibr this pno- 
tic« to b« looked for in the commercial salta of morphia of 
the prosent daj. 

As it is easily demonstrable that opium has not increued 
io sedative power, but has probably decreaaed within the 
time mentioned, it is fair to infer that it is the salts of mor- 
phia that are at &u]t, and that the deficiency is due to bad 
pharmacy. When one-sixth to one^ourlh of a grain of 
salts of morphia was found to be equivalent to a grain of 
opium, the salts of morphia were brown end granulsr, and 
presented a very dlETereDt ^pearance from the beautifiil 
white cryBtalline preparations of the present day ; and it is 
a mfttter of legitimate and important research to determine 
how far the screwing and torturing processes of modem phar- 
macy, whereby to gpt the largest yield and greatest beauty 
of product, are chargeable with a depreciation of real value 
in obtajsing a fictitious one. Both the druggists and phar- 
maceuliste would nowad^s instantly reject morphia salts 
that were of a brown color, and it la probable tnat most 
pbysiciaiis would also object to such as being impure. It 
IB nevertheless a fact that when morphia salts are extracted 
from opium, in the most simple way, and that which inter- 
feres least witji their normal condition, they are of a brown 
odor, and that the atter pruceesee by which they are ren- 
dered white are well calculated to change the characl«[ 
uid even the constitution of the delicat« alkaloid. Pasteur 
and others have recently shown conclusively IbM heat and 
other apparently feeble chemical agencies are quite capable 
of converting alkaloids into isomeric subtances of giiuilar 
^peaiance but very different reaction. Thus stfychnia 
cau be easily converted into a substance of precisely the 
same ultimate composition, whicli, altbough crystalline and 
soluble, is absolutely inert in its effect upon animals. It is 
known also tliat morphia, quinia, and veratiia, are ail sub- 
ject to meUmorphoeia by heat, either without, or with but 
slight obanKe of composition, and that the new products 
differ in sucii pointsotchemicsl behavior as to leadiUreetly 
to the inferenoe that they would no longer be therapeuti- 
cally the same. Hence it is altogether probable, yet oer- 
tainly not yet proved, that the salts of morphia of commeroe 
ac« partially changed in the processes of extraction and 
bleaching, whereby not only a fictitious market value is 
^ven t« them, but whereby, also, their therapeutic power 
IS much decreased. When opium or eini^ona bark aolu- 
tions are first properly depurated, aiid the alkaloids Ibrown 
down from them, and th^ alklJoida iJten converted into 
salts witiiout bleaching, the salts are of a brown or dirty 
white color. The amount of coloring matter and all other 
io^urities, however, in euoh prepaiations does not amount 
to more than one or two per oeu^, and may thecelbre be 
totally disregarded in a medical point of view, since but the 
handredtb part of eaidi grain would be inerL On the other 
hand, it is not probable that any proceos of bleaching 
could be adi^led which would not introduce more 
than twioe a« i 
propOTlioa of tb« origiual al 
nsl^^eot. 

There ig a great deal of this fictitious value sought and 
obtaiiud for medicinal substanoee and preparations which 
is neither legitimate nor harmlees, while it subserves the 
very bad purpose of oHea misleading those who can and 
do judge only by appearances and sensible properties, not 
only to the acceptance of inferior medicines, but to the conr 
demnationof such as mi^t be better worthy of confidaosB, 
wherein the labor and skill might have been bestowed 
rather upcm the material and composition than i^on tJ>e 
qtpearance. 

Proatratiott and Nautea after OpMt*. — In the "oonolu- 
Hons" arrived at by Dr. A.. Ii. Hikleon, of Rush Medical 
College, in his prize essay upon Opium, published in lh« 
Chicago iftdkal Joumai for January, 1860, p. 27 ec seq., a 
statement is made which deserves attention and further 
observation. It is to the effect that Ihose habituated to 
the ose of tobsooo are geoeislly exMopi friua the diatc«s»- 



ing sequels of proatntion, nausea, headache, etc, which h 
commonly attend the use of opiates. 

* Cold Water to the Head a^ iAdiinpoimaiighf Opiam.— 
A. recent writer on the treatment of poisoning bv cniim 
(see Dr. H. Wardner, of Tiini Univera^, in Uie CUa/t 
Medical Examimer for Sep., p. 548 et seq.), stalm ihit mU 
afiiisioE made by pouring a stream of cold wster from i 
height of three or four feet upon the head and neck, will 
often arouse a patient from the narcotic oomfiliaii tc Ifct 
extent of rendering emetics effective, when tbey w«M 
otherwise probably have &iled. The well kaown effi>i of 
this expedient in alcoholic narcotism and other omditiaDi 
cf cerebral congestion, gives such plausibility to tbisBiuph 
treatment that it shonld not be neglected where the «Bfr 
tiea fail to act promptly, and where the tendeocy to comi 
is difficult to control Three cases ore given by Dr. Wiri. 
ner in which the practice was evidently very useGiL 



PHYSIOLOGY AND PATHOLOGY. 

Bt W. H. Tbomsos, M.D. 

L On fAe AntagonitUc Physiologieal Aelvm a/ Opaai W 
Ihe SdajiacecB. — The action of meiUcines one nstunOj rap- 
poses to be the most cultivated of all subjects of nie&«I 
investigation ; but that the exact contrary is the hct, ma^ 
be shown by a glance only at the meagre iiterature of thu 
department of hygienic science. The treatises on miterii 
medica have to deal with it as a matter of ccnne, vlieu 
they arrive at the great problem of classification; butboff 
largely the resulting systems are the creations cT wr 
theory, maybe guessed from their hopeless diversifies, ibe 
serious discrepancies in the estimates of almost every rone- 
dial agent, by eminent authorities seem to prove nMhiiig 
so clearly as that we have not collected facts enough jrt 
to commence explaining them ; but in the present slilf n 
science must content ourselves with adding to the limd ^ 
specific observations on this subject, as tlie amonnt ifaetilj 
collected, we think, if investigate}, will prove to be «iip» 
ingly small Among recent investigations having sdin^ 
bearing on this question, are tliose of Dr. F. iiDder*»i 
Assistant Surgeon in the B^igal Army. 

The mutual antagonism between opium and beDsdoau 
to which he now adds, in the EdirAvrgh UedKotJvtn^ 
Jitntj 1860, the narrative of a case of poiwuing bjS* 
monium, seems strongly to conGrm his concluaiosi- ^ 
Sepoy was brought in, having been found by bis ooniTito 
in the bazaar of Furrochabad in an ineenuble coDditiou. 
He lay on his back with a fluked face, a reddened eK 
brilliant and very widely dilated pupils, sod in • aisle a 
unconscious delirium in which he was constantly «m- 
pied with hallucinations, such as catching at ''B^'2 
objects in the air, and talking incoherently. He swsllti'™ 
in a convulsive gulping manner-as in delinmn tremen* 0" 
investigation, it proved that he had bought s grest qW" 
tity ofs wee tmesis, which it was inferred were drurced,™ 
the object of robbing, a practice quite common inlndii uw 
generally done by means of hhang (Indian henp). * ' 
datura, the latter of which, Dr. Anderson conduded, w 
given in this case, fi'Om the aymptomi Dr. Anderson cos^ 
menced by giving a grwBormuri»teof mofphiaevwybo*, 
and, until eight grains bad been adminiMerMl, no sft'*'^' 
^^)arBnt, that is from two r.u. to elev^i pjl Aflfl' t*' 
ing the eighth dose, his attention could be cauriit »r ' 
moment by loud talking or commanding; bnl tMpi^ 
remained diUtcd as before, and the wakefohiess contiiiwd. 
The doecB were tten kefri np until m eiglMeo hoM^ 
took fifteen graiOB of Htorpliitie, when he bsessM f^ 
rational, and oooqilaiDed of little except general Imw** 
nesB and dryness. The opium taken, enormomiiiq**^ 
as it was, showed no effect except that of coonlwsrtisf I" 
toxio and [JiysiologK 'symptoms of the preceding JK*"^ 
. dewly pcored also Uwt th» paiieMMaH* 
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b««9i in the habit of taking oiniiia previously, so that the 
tolenoce of the medicine uould be ascribed t^ that cause. 
Bbould ftiture obwrvatiooa establish this aDtagoniam, one of 
^0 manj results that will fotloir will doubtless be a great 
■jteratioa in the oombinalion of ntmerous aDOdjnB pre~ 
MStipttoas. 

2. Btgattration of Nervet. — MM. VtUpian and Philip 
pe«DX have communicated aome of the rcsnlta cf their 
researches oa the r^eneratton of Qorres after injury, in 
whii^ thej state that the peripheral portions of nerves, 
Kfln- having been completely separated by section or exd- 
mon of a portion from the centres, may yet recorer their 

Ehyaiok^cal properties and Dormal structure, even after 
»Ting under^Hie entire change, and this without any pre- 
vions union taking place between the cut ends. ITiey 
ttierefore conchide that it is not necessary for the mainte- 
nance of the normal atructnre of nerves that they should be 
in intimate connetion with the nervous centres, and th&t 
motor force and sensation ate not "borrowed forces" de- 
rived by the nerves from the central nervous system, but are 
rather prcp«r<>«> oftiaac, dependent on the inteniLy of the 
natrition and structure of the' nervous tubes. The altera- 
tion which takes place in the tubes when the nerves are 
ont, they state to be hmited mostiy to the disappearance 
of the medullary substance, which reappears when they are 
restored to their healthy state, but the st^ in this process 
C^ restoration are not fiilly made out (ffozetfe /feidoina- 
4atrt, Sept. ItiA, 1860.) 

8. On1heAim>rptionoffheCt^orKllays<>fIAgh.tiniht 
Bjft. — A memoir embodying the reeuh of numerous expe- 
msenta on this subject, was presented to the French 
Academy by M. J. Jaussen, which, among other things, sug- 
gests the attempt to procure artificial lights as devoid as 
poamble of caloric ravs, as it is found that in our best 
BOQTcefl of artificial Mght, the calorific intensity of the dark 
radiations is double that of the Inminous radiations. The 
absorptioQ of these heat rays, he states, takes place in the 
anterior media of the eye, especially in the cornea, which 
takes op two-thirds, and with extreme rapidity, that and 
tbe aqueous humor having the property of separating com- 
pletely the light and the dark ravs^ in the same manner as 
n^ter itself acts on Kght. The difference in effect upon the 
eje of the Tarions kmda of artificial light, the author sup- 
pooes to he owing not to the intensity of the light afforde*!, 
bat to the varying ra^portions of the caloric, and the purely 
lamiDOUS rays. {Briitk Medical Journal, Sgilentbtr 22, 
I860.) 

4. ^ixl* of Ihe Bdirpatum of <ft« CaHae and Momlerk 
PItena. — About two years ago Samuels published the results 
of Ae extirpation of the cc^ao ganglia performed on dogs. 
csats, and pigs. The chief symptom which could be ascribed 
to tiie operation itaelf, was a greatly increased Sow from 
tbe mucous eurfhce of the intestine, resembling in some of 
his cases the diacharees in Asiatic cholera. More recently 
tlie celebrated j^ysicAogist Budge, whose researches on the 

- M connexions of uie his had led to the most valuable 



in twenty-four hours, Ihoagh none survived three days. 
There was greatly increased motion of the bowel, with the dis- 
(dtarge of softened fiecea, mingled with tough glaiir mucus 
wid Mood, and attended with enlargement of the liver. 
Should such resnlta as these certainly attend the removal of 
Aese great sympathetic gangUa, it will give rise to many 
important questions in the pathology of abdominal affec- 
tJMis, Bncfa as tba cause of fluxes, which fbtr a long time 
faMTc been suspected to be owing to paralysis or weakening 
of function ra&er than to inflammatory determinations. 

6. Jefcrt of Niajtnt ore the HmH. — Nicotine bos been 
regarded as possessing in tiie highest degree the properties 
tS a muacnlar paialyaer, and as such t>een recommended in 
the bvatnwnt of tetanus. In the Jomtiai dt la PhytiohgU, 
July, 1860, M. RougeL however, commumcates an account 
of bie experiments with it on the heart of frogs, birds, and 
BwmtnaBa, in wtncli it seems to have a directly contrary 



effect on that organ to what it prodacea ott other muscular 
structures. In trogs, killed by the application of a drop of 
solution of nicotine to the eye, or under the skin, the beat- 
ing of the heart continued long after all trace of irritability 
bad disappeared in the muscles of locomotion. When the 
action of the heart had become feeble, and the interval 
between tbe beats increased, the direct application of nico- 
tine instantly revived the contractions; they then increased 
jn intensity untjl they became permanent by leaving the 
ventricle in a state of tonic spasm, wiUi its cavity com- 
pletely effaced. In birds and mammalia killed by the mhala- 
tion of chloroform, the ventricles remain fixed in the state 
of diastole, the rignt auricle alone manifesting some slight 
tremulous movements. If the ventricles be pricked or gal- 
vanized no result is produced, or only some feeble and 
entirely local contractions take place. When in such a 
state, M. Rouget always was able to produce by the appli- 
cation of a drop of concentrated solution of nicotine, a gene- 
ral contraction, with an increased irritability to galvanic 
or mechanical stimulus, and finally permanent tonic spasm. 
{British MidicalJmTTiiil, September'n, 1860.) 

6. Oi?ino/fiaePt>m«!&.— The views of the celebrated 
Dr. P. T, Frericha, propounded in his late work on the Dis- 
eases of the Liver, translated by the New Sydenham Society, 
on the origin of some of tbe obscure forms of jaundice, 
occurring without obstruction of the bile duda, aa in p^ie- 
m ia, typhus, and often snake bites, have a very intereating 
physiological bearing. He maintains that in the normal 
state all the bile formed by the Uver does not paaa into the 
intestines by the ducts, but a large portion entera the cir- 
culation through the hepatic veins along vritb the sugar, and 
to this is added the similar biliary matters absorbed from the 
bile by the coats of the intestine. These principles are color- 
less, and are composed of the biliary acids, and in health 
they are used up in the blood, going through a series of 
inetamorohoses simikir to Uiose undergone by the liver 
sugar. But in these caaes of jaundice, the introdnction of 
a morbid matter or virus interferes with theae normal trans- 
formations^ in the same way that the changes of sugar are 
arrested in diabetes^ and therefore, theae bihary acids 
become transformed mto bile pigment, which pervades and 
tingea aU the tissues, through the circulation. 

Valentin has, »nce Frerichs' publication, performed soma 
experiments in Frericha' laboratory, which lead to the infer- 
ence, " that one of the coloring matters of bite consists of 
hematin, the substance which is known \o be derived from 
blood pigment"- He has succeeded in detecting crystals of 
bematiu in gall stones, in the bile of men and of animals, 
and in the tissues and secretions of jaundiced perBons. 
Frerichs, therefore, admits that there is an intimate relation 
between bile pigment and tlie coloring matter of the blood, 
and even thinlcs it probable that the former aubatanee may 
bo developed from the latter. But he argues " that no one 
has succeeded in obtaining the pigment from the red mat- 
ter of the blood, and that Valentin's results are not at aU 
opposed to hia theory of the convertibilitv of the colorless 
biliary acids into bile pigment" (DMin Medieal Prau, Stp- 
tariierb.) 

7. Rmtioia of Urea to Svgar.—A. paper was commnni- 
cated by Mr. Quain to the Royal Medical and Chirurgical 
Society Elating the reaulta of hourly analysea of the urine 
of two diabeljc patients under the care of Dr. Parker, of the 
University College Hospital, made by Mr. S. Ringer, witil 
two othera made by Dr. Oarrod, of which the most import- 
ant. were that a coostanl ratio was maintuned between the 
augnr and urea, even ^er tbe influence of fbod taken had 
entirely disappeared. That the augar and urea always 
increased after food, and if the food was purely non-amyla- 
ceous or saccharine, (he same ratio between them then is 
observed, that is, one of urea to twenty-two of sugar, so 
that in both these instances the sugar must have had the 
same origin with the urea. But if saccharine food was 
given, though the urea was increased largely as well aa the 
sugar, yet the ratio was destroyed, and the mwn point it, 
that the severity oif the symptoms is La direct sroportion M 
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tba inizeaaed r^o oi Um nres, sot of the augar. This 
expkios why some pBlJente Bwev to be improving while 
yet the kuouDtof sugar excreted is iacreaMd. T^ae oisea, 
uid those of Dr. QuroA, ahoir that a ratio of one of ufM 
to four of BUgu, is ri^»ijly tKUi, that life m»y be prolonged 
wiUi * ratio ^ ooa to eight, vhiJst & somswhAt rapi4 
improreDoeut is compatible with a ruio of one to fine«{k 
The quBStioD arises if the iocreaie of both the coD&tituentt 
•fter muU i» from the same source, «ad as it is raosl pro- 
bable that the source of the sugar is in the lirer, ia not th« 
iuoieased amoivit of uxea after meals ia heallh produced 
also by the livar. [Lancet, (ktobtr, p. 304) 



BELLEVUE HOSPITAL. 
Tub winter course of clinical instructiou at Bellevue Hos- 
nCal was ioauguTBted In the theatre of thst iostitutioD oa 
Wednesday the 24th of October, at IJ p.m. There were' 
present on this occasion the CommiaeioDera of Public 
Charities aad Correction, and a number of the meet disda- 
guisbed medical gentlemen of the city, aod the medical 
students &om the different colleges. 

SiuiON Dsjlper, Eaq., President of the Soard of Com- 
raissicnera, was introduced by Dr. L B, TiTwm, Mr. 
Draper said that it was only after mudi importunity that 
he had consented to speak as the representative of (he 
Board of Comnuasioners on this the occasion of the com- 
menceioent of another course of lectures in the HospitaL 
The Dew Board of Ccmmissionera bad been in power for 
sit months, and during that period many changes had been 
irrovght and muiv unproTementa made in the Depart- 
meoL Belle^ue Hospital had received their first and chief 
Attention. It has been their constant aim U> render Bclle- 
vue worthy of the charity for which it was instituted, and 
Gceditahle to the many distinguished members of the medi- 
cal profession to which it owed so much. Curing the la^t 
fix moatha they had appropriated $15,000 towards bring- 
ing the institution out of chaos; and with valuable hints 
from the Committee of the Medical Board, tliey had suc- 
ceeded — though there was much yet to be accomplished. 
The Commissioners could ontv superiutctid the ccnerol 
afiaira of the Institution, and tnese duties would be per- 
formed &ithfull^, but to the ModiceJ Board would bo IdX 
ihoae peculiar mternal regulations which arc incident to a 
hospital. With such co-operation betwiaen the two Boards, 
he hoped that Bellevue would always prosper, and prove a 
welcome asylum for the poor sick. 

Poor. VAjMtniKs Mott was next introduced. He said 
tiiat he merely propo8e4,sa the okleat member oftheilodi- 
cal Board of Bellevue, to welooms those students of medi- 
cine who proposed to arail themselves of the many 
advantages which it aObrded. Students of medicine could 
bore find opportunities and material for instniotion scarcely 
surpSiSaed by the hosoitab of either Europe or America. 
Bat perf«atbn in mescal science, more than all other sci- 
ences, reouires untiring industry, unremitting study, and 
aonetaat obsarvatioo. Uostofthe collegeshave established 
oUniquea; these are moat exo^llent; their advantages 
are onl^ satpassed by that bed-side instruction which sucb 
a hospiti^ BB thie affords; for here the atudeot can stand 
by the uck and make hiioaelf familiar with disease in all 
ils multiform a^ecta. These adranb^es she ufTeis to you 
liiUy and Areely, 

Jomi W. Fbikoq, M.D.,LL.D., Preudent of the Uedical 
Soar< then addressed the aasamblage aa follows : — 

O-BVtLKUE* : CommiaaiDners of Public Charities and Cor- 
trectioo, Uembers of the Medical Board, and Students of the 
Sulisrue Hospital: — I again appear before you, but not with- 
out foluctanoe, having so repeatedly assumed the duty now 
reiuired of me, at the solicitation of the Faculty connected 
with tbis instituiioo. Were my own wishes consulted, I 
had rather that aoms other of the Medical Board had occu- 
->ie4 my pl«0O on this occasion, br I feel the weight of 



that oUigation which demands that ags should giva t>^ 
to younger yeara and more prompt and imcDediale Ww- 
ledge. I (e^ the truth of the ethical reEectioa ^^nm im r ij 
by our diatinguishad anatomiat and proCeeaiH, Wn. E Tm 
Surei], of this city, that it is a very hard thmg to pat 
old gracefully, and I may add, a very rare sight to hrfmlj 
Oji former meetings nttroduntory to the conuasiMenitiii 
of the several couraes of instruction, delivarad at the BalW 
vue Hospital, I have iiivit«d your al^otkin mora to lb 
history oif the past than to the praaent caodiiiMi ef oat 

Eeat profession, and for this spetaal ressoQ, agiaaisg whb 
ird llaoon and other master mJods, that be who ii 
acquamted with the history of acienoe baconus insiiqil 
in the science itselH t cannot but hope that, at oiu tenii 
interviews, J have wUed up the ghosia of our depuud 
worthies in relation to the laboni which ihey had ndNoei 
and the servioea they had effected in the promottoo tS iLa 

treat art of healing, with positive benefit to our iatsllsctul 
iacipline, ta our increase of saving wiadoio, aad W lli* 
C'GoatioB of the charities whichever SowiiomBiHUi 
L 

Gentlemen: We meet here to-day under BeTaa^iccB 
Legislative enactment has created a diflbrent onier ti 
thirty; the administration of Bellevue Hoq)itsliicbiii^: 
the former Board of Commissioners has given place to * 
new regime, and by executive auihoritf lour Mstluiie^ 
alike distinguished for private worthy enli^taud acaL uxl 
humanity, as well as for fiscal ability, have assuiaea ik 
responsible duties eo intimately connected w^ tbe gDioii- 
meoC of this great cbariCy. Their names are ^miliv n 
houaehold woras, and they are high in public estinuioa— 
Bimcon Draper, Mosea Grmneli, laaoc B^ Jim, sad Jwui 
B^ Nicholson. Be it our earnest prayer that ih« hltmof 
enjoyed by this Institution under Uie control uT theiiuitta 
disinterested Board may be augmented (enfold by our pK- 
seot enlightened, able, and benevolent Direciori. 

With regard to this asyhiu many altentions tri in- 
provemenls have boen mado since our last SBniieresr;, ia 
the internal economy of the hospital itseU| projectsd td 
adopted by the former conuniasiones, and otiien pd* 
effected by (he present Board. In fine, the BellcTM Ho*- 
mtal presents itself to our contemplation aasouiiig tluvoT 
first c^ the land, whether wo regard its capacity, ia locaiitj, 
itscoavemenocs,and the material it offordsfor the cuhivaiipo 
of medical and chinirgical science, or the blessings it Uj 
imparts to the sick and the afOicted. To thess bionUe 
circumstBDccs it is proper to add that a new and impcond 
Code of laws has been framed, and will be obaarved witb 
beneficial results by the responsible aad worthy individui^ 
charged with the auperviaion of t-biw ample estahlis hsw it. 
In juiitice to the municipal aulhoritiea of this mBtfapolitit* 
the legislative wisdom of the state, and 14 the esTenI 
bodies who in the career of the Bellevue Hoqiilai tii*i 
enacted their part in rearmg this vast charity tn its pi«Mt 
lolly condition, I am constrained to pronounos this '"^^ 
lion a great sucoes^ a trinmph, honorable to an euli^iU*» 
community, and a civic (roppy of philanthropio eoflwroO. 
Its history abounds in profitable inatwciiofl from >^ 
the intellect of another Howard might beooaiallMJaD'* 
enlightened. 

It is not my duty, nor would it be becoming at tbistii** 
forme, to attempt to lecture to you on any specific dis^ 
but rather to point out to you the am]d« and Wflai«ftj 
(acilitiea you have at your oommand in this nlaoe tot w 
acquisition of that praotical knowledge wLica sbwe nl 
enable you to combat successfully the numaroui iiff* 
to wMcn flesh is heir ; and to aasure you of ths jojMt 
welcome you will receive as students Kom the *'**' 
Medical Faculty in attendance on the inmates of this ht*- 
pitaL Should you neglect the opportunities ofTered lo iw 
BO kindly and so freely, that neglect will prove an »l*Mg 
sorrow, which Uke Irae malignant d' s^***" caa dsin •* 
eradicated. 

It would seem therefore to be mare within the coffl^ 
of my obligations at this time to speqk of the ymteww 
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wbich you have choecD &a the businesB of your life in a 
ceaenil way, than to enUrge on any particular branch. 
Tou need hardly be told thkt what the Bible is to tbe 
«xp<Hdtor of sacred truth, so is anatomy to the practitioner 
of the medical and cbinu^csl art ; it would be useless for 
me to inform you that as is the telescope to the astco- 
QOiner, bo is chemistry to the iorestigator of physiological 
phenomena; that pathological auatomy is only to be com- 
prehended by visual in^ectioii, and that the moat intricate 
and ininut« structure of organic bodies can only be viewed 
by the piercing eye of the microscope; and who is justified 
in attempting to administer remedial ageota for the modifi' 
cation and cure of disease who is not familiar with the 
natural histiay, phyBical appearance, and special action of 
the articles of the materia medics with then several com- 
pounds and tJieir posologyT For the day has assuredly 
passed when we are to encounter prescribers heroically 
dealing trith drugs and their pharmaceutical properties, of 
□either of which tbey have knowledge, and who are unable 
to distinguish rhubarb from bari, or the oiyde of bismuth 
from the oiyde of araenio. 

Gentlemen: Those of you who coQscientJously and u- 
mduoudy attend the Tarious courses of instruction delivered 
bj the afedical Faculty of this school during the ensuing 
winter, will Gnd yourselves at the end of the season laden 
with precious truths that must for ever prove a storehouse 
of knowledge from which you can at all times draw ad 
Wnlam, ad infinitum. Here jou have unfolded to you the 
mysteries of percussion and auscultation: in Ihe wards of 
tb'q hospital you are taught not only to diagnose disease, 
but to learn its treatment and become adepts m the difficult 
B of prognosis. Here you have presented to you 
' h the ^d of the surgeon's knife in the skilful 
be cadaver. The aiiaioniical museum con- 
nected with this school, and founded bj Dr. James R. 
Wood, is destined to realize the noblest views of its pro- 
jector, and win prove to you a never-failing source of pro- 
fessional wealth, and make that impression on your mind 
which abstract closet study can uever secure. 

Particular pains have been taken, by recent arrangements, 
to render this hospital an effective retreat for women in 
the pregnant and parturient state, and the oCGcials entrustod 
with the supervision of the wards aocommodat«d to that 
purpose wOl afford, you every facility in their power tc 
become practically acquainted with the most improved 
treatment of gestation in its several stages, and the manage- 
ment of actual labor in all its varieties, natural and icstru- 
mentaL with the attendant disorders incident to parturi- 
tion. Here you will be taught to detect the pulsations of 
the fcetal heart: to discriminate between true and false 



they occuTj the signs of the living and the dead child, and 
Other leading principles which our present knowledge ot 
medical jnii^rudencc inculcates with Such diseriminatiou. 
Obstetrics in tU several relationa you need not be told is, of 
all other departments of our art that particular brsnch 
throu^ which you are to secure family practice, and upon 
the dexterous discharge of the duties of the obstetrician 
win often depend the speedy elevation of a young man to 
profesaoDal reputation and consideration. I may be per- 
mitted thus to speak of the issues of obstetrical science. 
He who for a period of fifty years has encountered Uie toils 
connected with thai atjiious and responsible art, cannot be 
accused of presumption in thus expressing his opinion. 

We may well rejoice in the great improvements with 
■which obstetrical science has been enriched in recent days 



W the several productions of many able observers, and 
the least by the admirable work just published by Dr. Tyler 
Smith, as edited by Professor Gardner, of this city. Wnile 



tbe accoucheur discards the too frequent interference of art 
as inculcated by the once popular Smeltle, who practised 
largely and tsugbt, with pecuniary results, Midwifery for 
five aoilfings; so on the other hana he guariis against that 
reprehendbW delay which marked the conduct ^ the great 



William Hunter, and timely interposes art after deUtieratioD 
and consultation. It is worthy of commemoration that the 
first profesMonal course of inatrucijon on Obstetrics in the 
American colonies was organized in New York, by Dr. 
Tennant, so early ae in 1768, in Ein^'s (now Columbia) 
College, and a like remark may be made is relation to the 
recognition of the science of forensic medlciQe. That 
venerable claasicd school, as long ago as 1804, untainted 
Dr. James S. Stringham their professor of medical jurispru- 
dence, the better to complete the body of seienlifio medi- 
cine in this institution where the doctorate was conferred. 
Dr. Stringham's course, though brief, was instructive. His 
death, at the age of forty-sfeven years^ led to my appoiDt- 
ment as his successor, in 1817. m the College of Physicians 
and Surgeons, and the dose relationship between imdwifery 
and many subjects involved in legal medicme added to toe 
value of tlie great truths thus imparted. I need scarcely 
add that an intiniate acquaintance with thia intricate study 
is imperative in all zealous of professional renown, and th^ 
ignorance therein is fatal to medical reputation when the 
physician or surgeon is summoned in courts of erimimd 
judicature. Never forget the sad figure which even .the 
great John Hunter made in such a crisis under su^ cir- 
cumstances. 

At this seswon the three colleges now open to receive 
TOUj have each able teachers, and have made provisioD 
for imparting scientific knowledge in legal medicine. With 
several large and commodious hospitals, with infirmaries 
and dispensaries loo numerous to spedfy, you have (hen 
the most ample means of studying diseases praciicaUy, and 
my earnest desire is, that whatever may be your thirst for 
hook information, you wiH never omit the opjiortunity of 
seeing with your own eyes every iniportanl case that your 
cUnieal instructor fumiBhes. Never forget the Horatian pre- 
cept of the superiority of that knowledge which actlud 
observation secures over every other speciee of acquisition 
imparted by the other senses, 

llany of you now before me, at the close of your educa- 
tional career, and after you have received that much to be 
covetedhonor, your diploma, admittingyou into the ranks of 
the profession, will either by choice or necessity be compelled 
to establish yourselves in rural districts. You will thus be 
cut off from the verr fountain of hygienic principles, such as 
are in use in 1^ BeUevue Ho^td, aa4 o^er estabtish- 
mentsof a similar nature. If you talie my advice you, with 
your other notes on lectures and cases, will make concise 
but pertinent memoranda on tlie Hospital, and the regula- 
tions enforced by its government The discipline of tl*e 
attendants, as well as t£at of the patient, must not be over- 
looked. The diet prescribed must be noted, the oooatruD- 
tion of the building, its ventilation, the manner in whidi 
temperature is le^lated, the method of use and the appli- 
cation of disinfecting agents, all daim your attention; •»! be 
who upon his deparluie takes with him a thorough know-- 
ledge of the workings of the complex machinery of an 
institutitm of this character will possess wisdom avar of 

firactical value. Tbe most judicious treatment wiU ofleu be 
rustrated for want of proper ventilation ; and the meet 
scientific application of remedial agents ku^ {wove abortive 
by an improper diet Nur are you to fiu'get tbat the hfe 9^ 
your patient oflen depends upon the disoipliue of the nonw, 
I have thus in briefest language told you of the advaalaoee 
which the Hospital presents for your aoceptanoe. It cemaua 
for you to avaU yourselves of tlieae beiie£la. 

According to my views, Climcal Inatmctirai so ahuit<- 
dantly afforded, so ireely offered, and so wisely taught by mat 
BO competent as by the £ellevue Hospital iSicaUy, is sot to 
be shghted or neglected with impunity. Eadi revolving day 
of your professional career will give you new denionslr^ 
tions of Its inestimable value, and the joy and relief which 
you will experience from its acquieitKxi will more tbaa 
repay you for the most arduous struggle you may have 
undergone to acquire it. And, gentlemen, let me add, that 
(he greBt_, responsibilities you assume in the title of Pbyai'- 
cian, as earthly gu«iiiane over dke livei flf jaw fellow* 
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creatures, Bre of too grave Hid sacred a character to be 
undertaken In a spirit of indifference. Ton are to be ever 
impressed witli tiie great truth, that jron are accountable to 
jour Divine Master for the proper use of the time and the 
opportunities which in hie infinite wisdom he has vouch- 
safed to you. But in the midst of those great Irids which 
will often encckinpaes you, conscious knowledge will prove 
your greatest support 

Time presses, and I must make |^aee for others. But ere 
I close I shall, with your permission^ consider in a most 
sammary manner the important question, Is our profession 
undei^ing a retrograde or a progressive movement, or does 
it remain in ilalu mutt Some observation, considerable 
study, and not a litue reflection lead me to affirm that it is 

frogressive ; that, like otlier sciences, its march is onward. 
ts devotees are men of too eialted minds, of too noble 
aspirations, and too philanthropic, to abate that eamosmess 
and devotion which have stamped the science with a 
preati^ that shall last so lonj^ as the earth shall revolve on 
Its axis, and until that day shall come when the fiat shall 
go forth from the Creator, that time shall be no more. 

The disciples of the healing art stand ever ready to obey 
the can of duty ; for them war, plague, pestilence, and famine 
have no terrors; to them battle, murder, and sudden death 
are words which, insf«ad of intimidatiDg, only serve to call 
forth the brirfiler dictates of their humanity. Like the 
Old Guard of Napoleon at the battle of Waterloo, no sooner 
does one perisli than another stands forth lo take his place 
in the ranks. A long life enables me lo be a living witness 
of the truth of this assertion, confirmed in seasons of pesti- 
lence, of yellow fever, ship fever, and cholera. 

Every science has its calumniators, and in our own catling 
there are those, I am grieved to say, who misrepresent and 
abuse that profession which has given them reputation, con- 
sideration, honors — bread. But we will pass them by, and 
leave them in the luxury of the marasmus of their depraved 
imaginings. Naturalists tell us that ill weeds infest the same 
grounds where the choicest plants flourish, and by whose 
shade they are protected ; and we must be content with tlie 
laws of nature. To such as would deface the temple of 
medical science, may well be applied the injunction of the 
Latin poet: 
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The honest meaning of which I take to be: Ho who is 
umoyed by wens must deal leniently with those afflicted 
with pimples. 

It IS true that the science of medicine baa not been able 
to gnq>ple with every obstacle which opposes its progress, 
but let me ask, is not this the case wiui every branch of 
knowledge ? How is it with the law, how with politick 
economy ? It cannot be denied that our art has not as yet 
clearly elucidated the intricate laws which govern the 
nervous system, that certdn diseases still maintun their 
mastery over the best efforts of therapeutical skill; neither 
can it be disputed that at times drugs are administered in 
over-doses, and at improiwr periods, and at other times 
withheld to the lasting detriment of tlie patient. But would 
we be justified from circumstances like these to pronounce 
the divine art adelueion and as void of efficacy ? We might 
•B well decbre the science of mechanics a inylh, because its 
cnhmBBlJng point has not yet been reached, or stupidly 
pronounce our anathemas against sleam, as a motive power, 
because a flue collapses or a boiler bursts. Are we to 
dispense with the blessings of gospel preaching because 
hypocrites abound 7 Can any one allow that science to be 
retrograding which has by its various appliances in modem 
time added to the continuance of human life an additional 
average duration of some seven years and upwards ? 
Should we admit it to be stationary when philosophical study 
and minute observation bring to view almost daily new 
bets and new elucidations on the nature of disease, and the 
Temedial power fbr its removal 1 Can any one deny the 
bleKings iriuch Uarsh^ HaU has conferred on the human 



idiotic, and the blind ; the enlarged views recently promnl- 

Sted by Dr. Turner and others for the hapless mebriate ■ 
e successful treatment of varicose veins by injections of 
the persulphate of iron ; the ingenious method of treatiof 
prolapses of the funis introduced by Dr. Thomas of thia 
Institution' the numerous mechanical appliances for alle- 
viating maubrmations and spinal disorders. 

But it is not necessary that I should continue tins argu- 
ment any longer; and m justification of the few words I 
have nttered, I may remark that this brief and imperfect 
allusion to tlie progress of the great medical art h»a been 
called forth by [he virtuous indignation which I felt, when 
bearing individuals, in high places, calumniate that science 
which 1 love, and to which 1 have devoted a long lili. It 
is impossible for any man of honorable feeling lo contem- 

Silate tlie vast labors which have been endured by the 
bunders and improvers of our art without a sense of tlw 



greatest respect for their disinterested and self-denying 
exertions, and love of that Christian philanthropy wtticn 
moved them to the performance of those mighty efforta. 
In conclusion, permit me to add, that you lire m an age of 
great mental activity; and that uie meiubers of the medical 
profession occupy the vanguard in the contest against 
Ignorance, superatiijon, and untenable qteculalion ; that 
physicians, of all other men, are the inlerpreters of nature. 
The atmosphere which you now breathe is impregnated 
with harmonious and truthful information. You cannot 
remain indifferent or inactive. Ton must enter with 
earnestness into the strife, or be content. to sink into a 
wretched mediocrity or a hopeless obscurity. To appre- 
■ ■ ' it Eutfiful" 
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n your profession, you must believe in it thoroughly; 
' ntiously perform the duties it requires of you, 



you must love it honestly. Search abroad for knowledge, 
if you please ; be not supine in deriving wisdom from uie 
manifold demonstrations of new truths imparted by British 
and continental laborers; at the same time forget not that 
jour own land presents a phalanx of Intellectual elaboration 
fraught with practical issues. But fear not to pludt the 
luscious fruit of medical experience from the tree of know- 
ledge wherever it may sprmg forth, Whether indigenous or 
exotic. Be not disheartened at the work before you. Let 
the triumphs of such men aa the world-renowned phy»olo- 
gists, Brown-S^uard, and Dr. John Draper, and Dalton, and 
the diemist Doremus, serve aa a stimulus to your noble eeal; 
and let your hearts be cheered when you peruse the pages 
replete with the inductive philosophy, that have emanated 
from the gifted brains of our eniment Professors Dickson 
and Qroes, Irom our Austin Mint and our Frank Hamil- 
ton. If perchance your spirits should at any time droop, 
let a new inspiration impart its power when von listen to 
the learned prelections on that lofty study. Medical Juris- 
prudencej detvered by Prof. Ordroneaux, now of Columbia 
College in this city; or contemplate the uosurpasscd inves- 
tinUions on the Malpighian bodies, conducted by the Ute 
b^oved and distinguished anatomist Dr. Charles B. Isaacs, 
whose mortal frame the earth has so recently received. 
Qentlemen, I will tax you no longer: my prayer is for your 
prosperity and happinesa, both temporal and eternal. 

Dr. B. W. McCREioi followed Dr. Francis with a few 
remarks. He said that no words of hb could magni^ the 
importance of studying medicine clinicallv. Ho was not 
unmindful of the constant demand on uie time of the 
student ^et his great aim is to learn how to pradiM 
medicine and surgery, and he might aa well attempt to per- 
fect himself in botany fi'om the mere study of books in a 
closet as to practise his profession without the aid of citnicat 
instruction. There is no position more trying tlian for a 
young physician to find hirasolf in the fice of a mighty 
responsibility, ignorant aa to how he should act, and far 
removed from the aid of counsel or as^stance. If you 
would avert a catastrophe likQ thii, make good use of your 
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time irhile here. Fadlitiee are hen offered jou, niiBurpBWed 
OQ thk aide of tfae ocean; indeed, One maj be pronounoed 

one of the best conducted diaritiea in the world, containing 
at it does almost everj rarietj of disease which afflicts the 
hnman fiunily. Studrats when they viait liie ho^tal 
Bfaotild not expect regular lectures upon all occMions; tbey 
should rather pick up those casual sod practical remarlcs 
irfaich are dropped as they pass from bed to bed, whilo 
they practise withassiduityandcare the meansof diagnosis, 
BQch aa auscultation and percueeion, palpation, &c The 
poutJoD of Resident Physician or Surgeon to BeQevue ia 
open to the medical profession of the whole country ; these 
poeta are acquired by merit alone; it is our endeaTor in 
making selections to procure the best talent which the 
. conntiy affords. 

Dr. f RAHCis then read a notice fkim Dr. Alex. B. Hon 
to the medical stodents of New York ci^, stating that he 
would ofier for their competttiDn, a pruie, consistiiig^ of a 
OMe of ampntatioff and trephining tostruments, for the best 
dissection of the nead and neck. The merits of the dis- 
sections would be deaidod by the professois of anatomy in 
the Beveral colleges. 
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PATHOLOGY OF TETAHTJa 



[To the Editor el tb* Avauoui HuHOAi. Tua.] 

Sir : — You omit in yoor report of tbe proceedings of Ote 
Academy of Medicine, at its last Btat«d meeting, my reply 
to the remark of Dr. Wataon, " That Dr. McNulty took 
TeiT angular views of the subject (tetanus). According to 
such theory, it would be as well to suf^Kse that hydro- 
phobia did not depend upon the bite of a dog, because 
every one bitten did not suffer from the disease." My 
answer was, that it was the iptdfic riru* on the d<^'s tooth, 
and Tiot Iht deg-bU*, that produced hydn^bobia. I did not 
at the time, neither do I now, regard the comparison as a 

{'list one. I claim that then are occurring duly, many 
tundred local itguries (equal in extent^ to uiose OM. have 
been assigned as the cause of tetanus), that those local 
injuries amount to nearly, or quite, haJf-a-mSHim every 
year, tliat out of this vast number not more tban (m or 
ffUen cases will be followed by tetanus, or about on« com of 
tetanus to Airiy Atnuaad cases of local injury. HsDoe I 
dum that local injury is not, per te, tbe cause of tetanus. 
It is an " axiom " in every teitnct, that " Like cause under 
like circnmstances must of neceeatj produce like results." 
I claim that the law is as true, when applied to local 
•nfuma^ aa to any of tfae phenomena of the natural world, 
and tiiat it proves beyond question that local injury is not 
tbe true cause of tetanus. I do not profess to point out 
the cause of the disease; I only stated mybeliefthat it was 
due to the presence of a morbinc principle circulating in the 
n^m of those subject to the diaease, producing a Utanie 
dia&ttu^ that those posessin^ that peculiar diathesis, and 
**"— '-•^, will be attacked with tetanus, either JVoumctffc 

\. McNuLTT, M.D. 



" R&Tioau, medicine I Trnst thepower of natorel Very 
good doctrine, said the cluck, for Father Cocb to preadi to 
me, shut up in this dark cell, while he struts in the golden 
snnshiDe. By Jovel I wont wait any longer for Dame 
Hstnre to break this shell and set me free." Whereupon 
k dariied its beak throoKfa its delicate covering, and shivei^ 
ii% it to stMDs, stcfiped forth to tbe fbll enjoyment of life. 

ManU. — The wisest purpoeea in nature are not aocom- 
pUshed without ^le aid of mortals, and he is the true pby- 
ridan who ri^lly interprets her designs, and lends her 
timdy asaistance.— Otd fiOle. 
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APPODinUNTfl. 

BcrrAbo UEnioAL Collbok. — E. U. Uowe, U.D., Pro- 
fegsor of Surgery, in pisoe of Fro£ S. H. Hamilton, re- 

LiKD UnivBRBrrT, CfliOAOo. — J. HoUister, U.D., Professes 
of Anatomy, in place of Fxa{. Titus Deville. A. L. McAr- 
thur, M.D., Frofessor of Uatsria Medics and Thar^Muties, 
in place of Prof. HoUister. 

Iowa Lcbatic Astlch. — R. J. Patersoo, M.D., late So- 
peHntendent of tbe Ohio Idiot Asylum, Superintendent. 

Chabubton Mkkal CoLLSOE.~FrBncia T. Wles, M.D., 
late Demon ^.tiatur in tljstlnstitution. Professor of Anatomy, 
iu place of Fro£ John £. fiolbrock, resigned. 

New Orlsahs School or Urmoike.— U. T. Bchmidt, HJ>., 
late Assia. Demonstrator of Anatomy m the University of 
Pennsylvania, DemoBstmtor of Anai«my. 

MABftlAOHk 

MnuuTT— Bow(.— On October 24tli, at tbe Cbnrch of Hie 
Meadi^ by the Rev. Dr. Osgood, J. King Merritt, M.D., 
to Julia Teresa, jonngest dattgtater of James Rowe, Esq., 
all of this city. 

DEATIS. 

Died — On the 17th of September last, Dr. Bezin Reece 
Masters, in Pembroke Parian, Bemmda, aged thirty-three 
years. Dr. Masters graduated at the College of Physidans 

and Surgeons with honor, about twelve years aco. After 
an ample experience in Bellevue, Ward's Island, and 
Quarantine Hospitals, snd aa Surgeoa-in-chief in the ser- 
vice of the Panama H. R, Co., embracing in the aggregate 
a period of about five yesra, he established his residence in 
this city. The success which he met with was flattering 
and rinily merited. As a physician Dr. Masters possessed 
^at discriminating judgment which, aided by an unusual 
store of information obtuned by thorough preliminary 
study, and eztennre hospital experience, made him correct 
in dia^osis, and rich in therapeutical tcnowledge. His 
inteenty was unquestioned. This, t^^ether with a native 
suavity and gentfcness of manner, contributed not a little 
to make him respected by the profession, and l>eloved by 
his Mends. "Havii^ been forced a few months since," says 
a Bermuda paper, "oy the rapid progress of an insidious 
disease (enlai^ment of the liver) to suspend professional 
work, he lefl New York for the West Indies, m the hope 
that the sea voyage and change aC air roight produce 
benefit No improvement, however, occuning, he came to 
try the effects of his native air, but after only eig^t short 
weeks with his ftiends his life closed, and with Christian 
serenity be lias passed away to the ' bleased inheritance of 
the saints in lignt' " * 

Paor. Hahilton will deliver a course of lectnres on 
SiiUlary Surgerv in the next preliminary course of the 
Long Island College Hospital This Bnb[ect is chosen at 
the special request of several Suigeons of tbe Army, and 
the course cannot fail, in the hands of Prof Hamilton, of 
being of great interest and profit, both to army surgeons 
and students intending to enter tbe amy. 

Db. Eobatio R. StORitEK, of Boston, has <^ened an 
establishment for the treatment of the diseases of women, at 
Blue Hills, Milton, Mass. 

The Boston Jourhal or Pbtbioal CDLttniE is the tide 
of a monthly publication devoted to Gymnastics, and edited 
by Dr. I^ewis. 

HAfttal du Midi. — The vacancy in this establishment 
caused by the resignation of M. Ricord has been Med by 
the appointment of M. Gusco, late Suiveon of the Salpetriwe. 

Da H. F. Campbell, of Augusta, Qa., has invented an air 
plug for the speculum uteri to facilib^ its introduction 
It condsts of ''an elongated india-r^bb<^1)f^„'^t^i^ f 
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of the same material at ita posterior end. Tbii tube may 
be eight or ten uichea in tengtb ; muBt have an air-tight 
BtopH^ock in the end ; the bw is put iot^ ibe speculum in a 
flaccid Btste, protruding a litue beyond the uterine end, juBt 
enough to produce a somewhat wedge-shaped rotundity 
when fully blown up. At the point where uie end of the 
Bpecnlum wonld form a ridge, there is a slight elevation or 
crimp on the big; so that when the bag is blown up, tie 
edge of the speculum is buried in the india-rubber, and 
completely protected from coming in contact with the deli- 
cate soft parta of the vulva or vagina. The bag being pro- 
p«riy adjusted in, the speculum is now fully distended with 
air from the mouth of the operator, and the stop-cock closed. 
The whole instrument is now lubricated with oil, and iccro- 
duced in the usual manner, when the stop-cock may be 
turned and the air allowed to escape. ' The b^ of course 
tMcomea flaccid ^ain, and can be essilyremoved by pulling 
on the tube, when the speculum may be adjusted so as to 
bring int« Tiew the oa nteri and any other parta to be 

a-A-WKOKh meeting of the College of Physiciaos 
ana ianrgeons of Lower CanaSa, the Examining Body of 
that Province, the question was nused whether candidates 
who presented no testimonials of having attended a coarse 
on botany, shoold be admitted to examination. It was 
finally decided tiiat the pnaent candidates should be admit- 
ted to exainiDation, owmg to their ignorance of the provi- 
' aion, but hereaiter such tesumonials will be strictly required. 
Seven gentlemen were found qualified and received Ucenses 
to praclisej two were remanded to their studies for six 
months, thirteen were found qualified by tlieir preliminary 
Studies to enler upon tlie study of medicine, and two were 
remanded to the further prosecution of Uieir classical studies. 
Madame Qaden was examined in the science and art of 
Midwifery, and duly licensed as a Midwife within the cities 
of Quebec, Montreal, and Three Rivera. 

AujCHioAN MEDicitL TiuES. — Wc havc wiuted to see nine 
numbers of this publication appear before venturing to pass 
uur opinion upon it, and are glad to say we have been 
agreeably surprised at tbe able and talented manner ia 
v^ich it is conducted. The Icadina articles are written with 
great talent, the subjects well selected, and the reviews 
Handled witu abihty. We wish the journal every succeas, 
and caji recommend tt with confidence to our readers ns a 
weekly Medical paper second to none in America, and 
worthy to rank with tbe best of our own in England. — 
Londim Medical SeoUw, October. 
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TO CORRESPONDENTS. 

OA-V* hanhurd of ■ Hbo 



■ Kittle . 

X.J. /*.— Tour IMUr vu dnlf nealTcd ud Ibrwwded to Dr. Sqnlltb, 
nwKHwaf tflt^MtM TWhmiu,— -t wu DiDcta tnlHwUd In " 

•oiD'a ibia leotuiH. ud npMlillj In thu ponion nlntli 

' I«ut DM of Um Otfdlul pDlou In Uh iTuuiMnt: but t nuUDrthi'tn lia 
«t»lM»t Prnfciir of »«w Tint, In iTBtd mmittM ■ % mMM St abUIn- 
Ug tlHpk ud W Irut t» btigga. llii U-roMt illnUntloB »H Ika 
DHlhod pDDDcd bj Bsllon when vns of their ounpuiiar* nt mIihI wIUi 
daUrtnn tniMH. rh ihnt bin up in i dnli room, wd ilkiir bim to tin 
bInHlf «t 1 iBTe MIcnd thi* idvlog. tod nutt mt tku I hiT* 
u oltsn aMiurtd WDod alecp irlthlit Un « twain bonn, m vbeu I uied 
aBodrnea." 
BnoolLTH, Ot*. M. IMO. Q 

rnalmtttt i^f On /'loaanfai.— "Twlslitoilatoln npljtoL. B., Uiat In ■ 
bmllf pniima oi tlTtiKn ^aara, I hava ~ .. . i. - 
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(iJriflinal frtfuus. 

CLINICAL LECTURE 

DBLITEBBD AT THE JIEW TOEE HOBPITAL. 

BY H. D. BULKLEY, M.D. 



I WBH now, gentlemen, to direct jour attention to a case 
of eahrgement of the liver and cudiac disease, with effu- 
sion into the abdominAl CAvilj, which preaenhi aeveral 
poiuU of ' ' 



ExLAROEymT or tbb Lives. 

The patienl, a native of Ireland, 25 jeara of age, a bar- 
tender by occnpatioD, entered the hospital July 24. He 
13 of nieaiura size, bos dork hair and complexion. Ue has 
been long in- the habit of drinking some liquor every day, 
generally ocaady or gin, but never drank to eioese. Has 
never had any form of venereal disease, has never bad 
rhcuniatiem, and haa taken but little medicine of any kind 
during his life. Uas always enjojed good heallii until liia 
present illness, except that he haa fur several years been 
subject to " bilious stlackB." He noticed about six months 
ago that his feet were swollen. This continued without 
tbe occurrence of imylhing else to attract his attention 
until about three weeks ago^ when his abdomen also became 
distended. He aufTeretl Ao pain anywhere, and there was 
no derangement of his general health. Has noticed that 
his urine has become hign colored, and rsllier scanly, during 
the last two weeks, but does not think that his abdomen 
has increased in size during that time, and he has been 
able to couLinue at his work until two days ago. His 
bowels are generally rather loose, and bis stools vary in 
color, being sometimes very dark, and at other times light 

As we now see h'm for the first time, his aspect is that 
of a spare and unhealthy looking man. His complexion 
is sallow, his whole akin has a dingy hue, and his eyes 
•re slightly tinged with yellow. He is free from both 
cough and headache. His tongue ia sliehtly furred white — 
appetite Eur. Pulse 96, rather small, but regular. Urine 
rauier scanty and high colored — conUina no albumeti, but 
is hi^y charged with tlie phosphates. His abdomen is 
considerably ajstended, but not tense, sod under pressure, 
fluctuation well marked. The superficial veins over the 
lower part of the abdomen are quite turgid and tortuous, 
but extend up only a moderate distance, dilTering ia tlits 
respect from those cases in whidi (he veins are less dis- 
tended, but extend over a much lar^r surface. The liver 
is perceptibly much enlarged, showmg a protrusion to the 
eye, and extending between three and four inches below 
the margin of the ribs, its edge forming a well defined line, 
which can easily be traced by the fingers, the enlargement 
extending to about the middle of the left hypochondrium. 
The upper surface is also somewhat uneven. No enlarge- 
ment of the spleen con be detected. The left foot and Teg 
are also somewhat awoUca and oedematoua. There is a 
slight bruit with the first sound of the heart, most audible 
at the apex; but no apparent hypertrophy of that organ. 

Four days have now elapsed ^uce he entered the ho^ 
pital, and during this time free diuresis haa taken place, 
without any medicine, umply under the inSuence of rest in 
a recumbent position, and entire change in his habits ; so 
that he passed forty ounces of urine during one period 
of twenty-four houni, and seronty-two ounces during 
the succeeding twenty-four hours. 

We have then no difficulty in recognising a case of 
enlargement of tlie liver, with slight jaundice and moderate 
effusion into the abdomen, complicated with UiKeasc of ibe 
mitral valve _; and we are as little at a loss as t<i the cause, 
which is evidently found in the habits of Ibe patient, ivUo 
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has been for a long time accustomed to the daily use of 
alcoholic drinks. You are aware that alcohol enters into 
tlie circulation only through the liver, and tlint it is to this 
fact we must attribute the large share it has in the produc- 
tion of chronic diseases of that organ. 

The dropdcal effusion was just noticed in (he feet; but 
tills forma no exception to the rule laid down on a former 
occasion for locating the cause of the effusion in ascites, 
which constitutes the great share of the dropsical eQ'usiun 
in tlie present case; for we have otlier causes to account 
satisfactorily for the eSusion in the lower extremities. His 
occupation as bar-tender, whidi requires lum to be in a 
standing position most of tlie time, may have had some 
effect in producing the first eOusion there ; then a debilitated 
state of tl>e system and vitiated condition of (be blood may 
have aided to produce it ; but more especially we have ■ 
diseased condition of the heart as a sufficient cause, even 
without the otiiets. We feel at liberty, therefore, to say 
that the effusion into tiie abdomen has a separate and dis- 
tinct cause, and this we believe to be the enlargement of 
(be liver. 

But what is the nature of the enlargement ? Is it a case 
of cirrhosis in the early stage, when the liver is said by 
some pathologists to be enlarged? Cirrhosis of the liver 
is a form of disease cliaraclerized by inflammation of (be 
fibrous tissue which forms (he skeleton of this organ, and 
within which the vessels and ducts are interlaoed, in the 
latter stage of which there is a shrinking in axe, and an 
indurated state, and a strangulation, as it were, of the 
minute branches of (be portal vein, by the contraction of 
lymph effused about them, so that the flow of blood into 
tbem is retarded, and in advanced cases entirely interrupted, 
thus giving rise to incurable ascites. Tiie liabitual use of 
alcoholic drinks is recognised as by far the most common 
cause of this state of the liver, so much so tliat Watson 
aays that in ninety-nine cases out of one hundred, cirrhosis 
ia owing to tliis cause. It is certainly a very frequent 
cause, but these figures do not correspond entirely with 
my own much more limited experience in the disease. 

This causa we have certainly here in action in the moit 
unequivocal manner. We have also the precuracty " bilioiu 
attacks," affording evidence of its agency ; we have marked 
enlargement of the liver, doubtless the result of oougestion, 
produced by ibis indulgence in alcoiiolic drinks; and we 
tiHve ascites, a condition which no other morbid state of the 
liver is so apt to produce at all, and certainly not to the 
same degree, as cirrhosis. But then we have a history 
entirely different from that of cirrhoais, which usually 
begins much more insidiously, so that we arrive at our 
diagnosis of it rather fivm inference, and by exclusion of 
other affiHitions of the liver, than by any direct palpable 
signs, except ascites, which does not constitute in the 
present instance the overruling and characteristic symp> 
torn, as in cirrhosis generally ; and, besides this, the free 
diuresis which has taken place since be entered the honiital, 
and (lie consequent diminution of the swelling of the 
abdomen, could hardly occur in true cirrhosis, in which we 
are supposed to have a mechanical and hence persistent 
cause of dropsy. The tui^escence of the superficial veins of 
the abdomen lias also already much diminished, a change 
wbicli we should not expect in cirrhosis. We have also 
in this case a certain amount of jaundice, which, though 
not excessive, reaches a degree not usually found (o accom- 
pany cirrhosis, in which disease, iudeed, jaundice is rather 
tJie exception tlinn the rule. 

Is it a case of simple hypertrophy of the liver, that is, 
simple enlargement of the organ, without any change in it« 
intimate structure, or any interstitial deposit, as we see in 
a muscle enlai^ed from use? This does doubtless some- 
times occur, but would be much less apt to take place in an 
organ like the liver, and is now found to bo much less fre- 
quent thon was supposed to be the case before modem 
investigations hod thrown so much light upon its patbole|!y. 
It is now found Uiat the increase of sine is »>liaetim«s owing 
tg faUy deposit, and sometimei to that oliangfi known w 
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wazj degeneration, in both of which cases there ia EOme- 
tiijng retained within the liver which increases its bulk, 
and renders its patholopcal state entirely different from 
that of cirrhosis already described. 

I exclude the idea of malignant disease in this cue, 
because tlie evident cause of the afiection, the amount of 
enlargement with the moderate extent of conslitulional dis- 
turbance, and the jaundice nnd ascites, which are seldom 
marked attendants of corcinomatoas disease, and the 
general aspect of the patient, do not eocoorage thia view 
otit. 

I exclude the idea of either latty or waxy liver, from the 
bet that neither of these forms of disease of the hver is 
attended with jaundice, nor with dropsical eOiision, as a 
genera] rule, or at least only to a moderate extent, nor with 
turgeaoence of the superficial vesaels rf the abdomen — nor 
do we have any great enlargement of the organ in either 
of these two forms of disease. 

I do not look to the spleen, nor to chronic peritonitis, as 
the cause of the effusion into the i^domen, simply because 
these aSec^ons seldom produce jaundice to such an eit«nt, 
nor any great amount of effusion, and because we liave in 
the liver moat prominently a sufficient cause for both the 
jaundice and the dropsT in that cavity. 

But, as before remanced, we may have a state of the liver 
different from either of these, in which we have neither 
exudation of lymph, nor deposit of carcinomatous matter, 
nor of fat, nor the peculiar change known as waxy liver, 
but a morbid deposit which does not become oreaniMd, 
analogous to what we have poured out in erysipelas and 
rbeumatjsm, and which may be removed by absoiption, 
and eliminated with the natural secretions — and this I 
suspect to be the nature of the case before us, a state of 
hypersEmia of the parenchyma of the organ with- some of 
tboee forms of albaminoid degeneration connected willi 
mal-assimilalion, and which afford chance for the effect of 
remedies. 

With (his view of the patliology of the ease, what should 
be our plan of treatment? There is evidently no call for 
depressing means. The first thing which presents itself is 
the urgent necessity of an entire abstinence from stimu- 
lating drinks. This, therefore, with rest in a recumbent 
portion, and a farinaceous diet, constituted our first pre- 
scription ; and, as before remarked, under tliis regimen, 
without any medicine of any kind, there was a great and 
immediate increase in the quantity of urine discharged. 
The bowels also became somewhat loose, probably owinp 
to the return of secretion of bile into the intestinal canal, 
for which a few grains of opium were given. The patient 
himself soon appreciated the favorable change in his feel- 
ings connected merely with this cliange of his mode oflife, 
without medication. The effect of abstinence upon the liver 
ia well illustrated by the contrast in the two following 
cases, the record of which I met with a short time back — 
in a healthy male, twenty-seven years of age, who was 
killed by a fall from a scaffold while the stomach was full, 
the weight of the liver to the whole weight of the body 
was in the proportion of 1 to 26'5 ; while in a man of 
twenty-five years of age, who died of tetanus, after three 
. days of complete abstinence, the proportion was only as 1 
to 40. Hence the practical importance of rigid diet in 
chronic congestion of the liver. 

As this is a case of perverted nutrition rather tliaa of 
ettber purely sthenic or astlienic disease, we will select our 
remedial meaai from those articles which are known to 
have a decided effect in hastening metamorphosis of. tissue 
within the body and eliminating effete matter from it, and 
to this class it IS now known tjiat alkalies and their car- 
bonates especially belong. Liquor potassfe, nitrate, and 
acetate, and carbonate of potash, and ^o carljonate of soda, 
possess this property, but there are some reasons why 
ammonia is still more effectual, and experience has sliown 
that the hydrochlorate of this alkali pmsesses the properly 
of dissolving the protein elements of the blood. The 
remote effect of this salt b sedative, as has been remarked 



iglish writer, and, as be says, it not only arreata 
lion, but by its resolvent and secernent power, 
the products of infiammMion from the system. 
This remedy ia sometimes combined with the io<£de of 
potasfflum with much benefit in certain cases which we c«n- 
not now stop to particularite, and is often a valuable substi- 
tute for mercury. We will therefore direct it to be given 
in doses of five grainy three times daily, and the tincture 
of iodine lobe painted over the region m the enlarged liver, 
and watch the effect of this plan of treatment. 

PAIUI.TSI9 OF rat TONODK. (?) 

Our next case is one of inability (apnorent at least) to 
protrude the tongue, and inability (or at least indiffMrntion) 
to articulate distinctly more than a few monosyllables at > 
time, in a stout, healthy-looking Irish laborer, 35 years of 
u^, who entered the hospital on the 14tJ) of June. He had 
always enjoyed good health, with the eiceplion of having 
bad typhus fever about ten years afO, until (he afternoon of 
the day of his admisaon, when, while working within doors, 
and not having been drinking, nor exposed to the sun 
during the day, he suddenly fell to the ground insensible 
and unconscious, and was in that condition when brought 
here. He had no convulsions, and when first seen, hie sur- 
face waa warm, pupils normal, pulse about ninety and regu- 
lar, the sounds of Ibe heart and respiration both nortnaL 
There was no paralysis of his hmbs. He had been rather 
intemperate until about two months previous, when he 
ceased drinking entirely. He never had venereal disease- 
Has never had an attack similar to this. Bowels have 
generally been regular. He was .ordered a stimulating in- 
jection, and a blister to the bock of the neck. The next 
day his condition was so fiir improved that he was slowly 
returning to consciousness, but it was found tiat be could 
not or wou'd not protrude his tongue, nor utter a syllable. 
His intellect seemed to work slowly, although he apparently 
comprehended whatever was said to him, and answered. 
questions by movements of his head. He was able to 
walk, his sight and hearing were unimpaired. He slept well, 
his appetite was good, and bowels regular, and alibis physi- 
cal functions were well performed. He was allowed to 
remain without treatment ontit he came under my care on 
the Ist of July, seventeen days after the attack, at the end of 
which time a moderate but decided improvement had taken 
place. His intellect was then more dear than immediately 
afler the attack, and he could imperfectly articulate a few 
monosyllables, but could not or would not protrude his 
tongue. He was able to walk about the grounds, and com- 
plained of nothing but loss of speech. His taste was un- 
affected, and the tongue was sensitive to the pride of a 

In the uncertainty as to the true pathology of the case, 
and assuming the possibility that there mignt have been 
some effusion along the track of the hypoglossal nerve at the 
time of his unconsciousness, and in view of the well known 
alterative effect of mercury, and especially in combination 
with iodine, I directed him to have half-grain doses of the 
proto-iodide of mercury, with one grain of extract of conium, 
night and morning — and now, afler tbense of this prescrip- 
tion for sis days, he can apparently articulate a little more 
distinctly, though still only in monosyllables, and for the first 
time protrudes his tongue, when directed to do so; and you 
will notice that he protrudes it at full length at once, and 
with a rather sudden motion, and withdraws it with equal 



rapidity. 
What is 



the nature of this case? Is it one of paralysis of 
tongue, produced by pressure upon its muscular nerve or 
thickening of its sheatli, or is the trouble in the brain itself, 
and owing to a want of nervous power to control and direct 
the motions of that or^^n? Paralysis of the tongue is a 
symptom which wo quite frequently find connected with 
lesionof other parts of the brain than the originof this nerve, 
but rarely, in my experience at leaet, occurring independently 
of that lesion. Entire lose of speech is a common accom- 
paniment of an attack of apoplexy, with hemiplegia, 
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attended with loss of consdousiiess ; but 
retnroa, tlte patient is able to protrude his tongue without 
difficulty, though it is frequently drawn to one side. Slight 
paralysis of the tongue, mariced by indistinctness of utter- 
ance, is aometimes a precuraor of general paralysis, or of 
hemiplegia. 

If this condition depends upon paralywa of any nerve, 
the one aSected is the hypoglossal, the nerve of notion, or 
moscnlai nerve of the tongue ; for we have seen that both 
taate and common sensation remain normal, and therefore 
the nerves upon which these functions depend are intact 

The parti^ly anconscious and semi-cataleptic Etnte in 
which our patient continued for several days, and from 
which he can now hardly be said to have entirely emerged, 
as evidenced by the dull expreeaion of countenance, even at 
present, and more particularly bia indispoeition to make 
any special exertion to protrude the tongue and move it in 
articulating words, would seem to indicate that the trouble 
ia rather in the brain itself than in any lesion of the hypo- 
^ossal nerve — a view of the case which would seem to be 
strengthened by the mode in which the tongue was pro- 
truded, not by a series of gradual changes ibr the better, 
showing themselves from day to day, but extending it at 
fiitl length at once, and as rapidly retractjng it. 

But you may ask whether this change was not to be fairly 
attributed to the remedy used, under which chanpea are 
supposed to take place in the brain, especially in oepoeita 
uid thickening from ayphilitic disease, which are followed 
by more or less return to a healthy state. I think not in 
the present case — first, because the time is too short forauch 
an (rtfect; secondly, there is no evidence of any syphilitic 
taint; and thirdly, the change was sudden, not gradual, as 
we should expect it to be, if produced by the remedies used. 
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Original Commttnicalions. 

GUNSHOT WOUND OF LEFT LUNG.— DISLO- 
CATION OFHEAD OF HUMERUS.— CONGENI- 
TAL PHYMOSIS; OPERATION. 

Bt DEWITT C. peters, M.D., 



BBVBRB OUM-BBOI WODMD OF TBS LBFT LCHO BECOVIRT. 

H. 8., Jr., aged 19 yeara, a conductor on the California 
Overland Mail Stage Route, was wounded at Fort Davis, 
July 29, 1860, in the following manner: He was taking 
B Kiarpe's carbine from a coach, and in doing so, impru- 
dently seized the weapon by the muisle and attempt«d to 
draw it from its resting-place. The consequence was that 
the hammer of the lock caught on some obstacle in its 
progress, and the gun being loaded, discharged a " slug," 
weighing half an ounce, which entered the lefl breast, 
between the Sflh and sixth ribs, one ihcb and a half below 
and a little (o the left of the nipple. Its course was then 
backwards, downwards, and inwards, the point of exit 
being on a line with and about one inch and three-quarters 
below the lower angle of the letl scapula. The patient 
when wounded, was standing on the ground and within 
three feet of the mouth of the piece. The ball made its 
entrance and exit through the miercostal spaces witliout 
doing any apparent damage to the neighboring ribs. 

Being the only sui^^n at hand, I was consequently sent 
for. I found uie sufferer much prostrated, verging on 
collapse, with a pulse scarcely perceptible, blanched skin, 
ftnd cold extremities. On placing my ear over the region 
of his heart, a pecuhar feeble rumbling sound could be 
heard, which made me fear lest that organ might be 
wounded. He was, after this hasty examination, placed in 
a more comfortable position, and such stimulants as brandy 
and oarb. ammonia were freely given, while sinapisms 



were ordered for Iiis extremities. The clothing covering 
the wound was speedily but carofhlly removed, bv the aid 
of a pair of scissors. The integument around where the 
ball entered was much blackened by powder^ thereby- 
riiowing the closeness of the weapon when dischargeiL 
Protruding from the anterior wound were some shreds of a 
woollen ^irt, which were carefully removed, and the finger 
introduced to explore the adjacent intercostal arteries, 
which, however, I'ortunately were found sound. A probe 



Respiration in the injured lung at nrst could be distinctly 
heard, accompanied by a loudcracklingand gurgling sound; 
but as reaction came on, this noise gradually became more 
and more obscure, until the organ, from coagulated blood 
and congestion, seemed to be one solid mass. From the 
posterior wound there oozed a continuous stream of dai'k 
and thin bloody material. On exploring tlie neighboring 
intercostal arteries they were also found uninjuml. Air 
escaped from the lung mto the cellular tissue covering tlie 
chest, causing emphysema, which soon became circum- 
scribed as the respii-ation ceased oa that side. Both 
wounds, after being thorouglily cleansed, were dressed 
with simple cerate spread on pieoea of lint, and held in 
place by sirips of adhesive plaster. Over the hnt two 
very soft pads of tow were \ laced, and the whole con- 
fined by a Droad body-bondage snugly jHnned. Under tiie 
influence of tiio Btimulants, sinapisms, and artificial heat, 
reaction came on and the sufferer was carried on a litter to 
the Hospital, where, finding that his bladder was overdis- 
tended, it was emptied by a catlieler. •/tify 30. — The 
patient continued to take his stimulants until his pulse 
became strong and full, and his skin had regained its tem- 
perature. The cai'h. ammonia and brandy were then 
" ipped, and wine whey substituted. Ilia n 



R rations a. _ 
sharp pain 

in the wounded side, and especially so on attemptmg to 
take a long inspiration. Towards morning a shoi-t, hack- 
ing cough set in, accompanied by a few scanty expectora- 
tions of clotted blood, thi^ being the first of that material 
which had yet escaped from his mouth. The pulse is 102, 
intermittent. The neart continues its remarkable rumbling 
sound, but to a louder degree than then. This can only 
be accounted for by supposing that this organ has received 
some injury, either directly or otherwise. The respiration 
cannot be heard in the wounded lung, nor can the air be 
detected entering the lai^r bronchi. Percussion gives a 
flat sound. From the posterior wound there oozes still the 
dark bloody discharge, which has now amounted to several 
ounces, yet the wounds themselves look as well as could 
be expected. The emphysema has not extended, but 
rather has decreased under the influence of the bandage, 
etc. The patient now passes his urine voluntarily, but it is 
scanty and high-colored. After cleansing the parts, it was 
thought best to apply a good-sized bliater over the chest to 
act 03 a propliyloctlc against inflammation. The other 
dressings employed were of the same kind as were used 
yesterday. Beef tea, wine whey, and barley-water were 
continued. At night active febrile symptoms made tiieir 
appearance, when the wine whey and beef tea were sus- 

Koded, and spirits of Mindererus, with small doses of 
)ver's powder, were substituted. July 31. — He lias 
slept somewhat during the night, but at times was delirious. 
The sharp pain in the side continues unabated, and hinders 
his taking a long breath. His pulse ranges 106, and is 
more regular and stronger. The heart ia regaining its 
regular sound and impulse. There can be but little change 
detected In the condition of the lung since yesterday. The 
wounds present o favorable appearance, and are beginning 
to clean off, while the blood; discharge from the posterior 
one is loss in quantity, and altered In c(»isistency and color. 
The expectoration is more tenacious, and still is streaked 
with blood. The wounds wiU be dressed as before and the 
same Internal remedies continued. The bowels having 
been confined since some time before ihe Rc^dent OMUreiC 
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ihey were opened bj a mild ^enent enema, and with 
relief to the patient Avgvut 1. — He rested comparatiTel^ 
well last nig^t, aod is eyidently mach the better for it this 
noming; has less pa(n and can breathe moch eancr. His 
pulse has TtUlen to 06, and has lost'muoh of its force since 
jeBicrday. The severe cough that has troubled liim thus 
far has become loose, and it is followed bj a mucous 
expectoration of k dark color, but in which no blood can 
be Keen. His tonfrue is coated by a thin white fur ar.d is 
moist, while his skin is of a good temperature. On placing 
the ear to the chest the respiratory murmur can be ckarly 
detected in the apex of the left. lunpr, accompanied by a 
mucous rattle. The discharge from the wonads begins to 
usume the characteristics ol' pus, and is quite free. The 
blister Glled well a few hours after it was applied, and is 
yet performingils mission thoroughly. The spirilus Minde- 
Tcri, Dover's powder, and more stimula^ng diet continued, 
with the addition of cooling drinks, as effervescing draughts, 
etc. Angutt 2. —The patient had but tittle cough to 
trouble him. The natural respiration in the wounded side 
is gradually returning. The pulse remains still frequent, 
being 92 beats in a minute, but yet it b regular and easily 
compreflsed ; the sputA has a slight brownish tinge. The 
wounds are commencing to rid themselves of tough pieces 
of slough. He is now taking a mild stirauiating expecto- 
rant combined with tonics, and a more generous diet than 
heretofore is allowed him. The local dressings are much 
the same as used from the first. Augvtt H.— Since the 
last date the patient has continued to recover without any 
tmloward symptom interTening, and is now able to sit up 
and move about the ward. The wounds are fast contract- 
ing and healing up. At one time one of (he glands in the 
left axilla threatened to suppurate, but the ordinary means 
used in these cases prevented this accident. He is now 
taking cod liver oil and ayr. iod. ferri, with marked 
improvement. The respiration in a great portion of the 
wounded lung is re-established, and differs but little from 
tint of its fellow. Augvit 25, — The patient is now 
entirely recovered, and his wounds hnving both healed, he 
is discharged cured. 

JiemarH. — Oae of the most singular phases in this case 
was the close proximity of the wound to the heart and 
great vessds without serioun damage to either. The 
rumbling sound and the irregular impulse of the heart, 
which lasted two days after the accident, might have been 
the consequence of a coutu«on of tlie lieart, or it might 
perhaps more probably have resulted from the sudden 
shock to the nervous system. Speculation could dwell on 
these two points; nevertheless we are here again made to 
believe that even the heart can now ond then receive 
rou^ usage without ultimately causing death. This exleiv- 
--B wound to the lung substance, followed by recoveiy 
i.M nnt hj itself be the subject of great surprise. ' 

DISLOCATION or TDK DRAD OF THE HtTHRBUS OF SEVERAL DATS' 
STANOINO, THREATENlNa PARALYSIS OF TICK ABM. 

Mr. W. E. H. of New York, aged 45, a passenger in 
the Overland mail, while on route for New Mexico, during 
August, 1860, was upset in a mail elBge, and suffered Uie 
above injury to the right arm. The accident happened 
five hundred miles from Fort Davis, and the patient was 
obliged to travel that distance before he could obtain sur- 
giciJ advice and treatment. On examining the arm I found 
It very much swollen, cedematous, and discolored by ex- 
travasatcd blood. The acromion process on that side could 
be felt, and beneath it tliere was an absence of the head of 
the humerus from its natural position which, however 
■without much difficulty could be detected resting in the 
axilla. The patient was unable to flex his forearm on his 
arm, or rwse his hand to his head. Mr. H. states tliat he 
has travelled five days and nighta with affairs in the condi- 
tion herein described. At the start he was inclined to 
beheve that his shoulder had received some severe injury 
such as a dislocation, but his friends insisted upon it that it 
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He says be has slept very Uttle 
since the accident happened, and that for some Uoura he 
suffered intense pain. However, this grodnaliy disappeared, 
leaving in its stead a sensation of numbness which, on hia 
arrival, amounted ahnost to paralysis. During bis journey 
he has been compelled to let the limb liang suspended by 
hia side, it being the eaaeet position he could place it in, 
and the consequence was that every jolt tended to increase 
the injury anil swelling, therefore on his arrival it was 
nearly double the size of iCa fellow. The relaxed condition 
of tlie patient rendered it unnecessary to use any anaesthetics. 
Hence, without further delay, his coat, vest, and shirt were 
removed, and he was requested to he on his back. By the 
aid of two strong men making extension, wilti my foot in 
the axilla making counter-extension, tlie reduction was 
accomplished after considerable exertion on the port »f the 
operators. I next proceeded to loosely bandage the limb 
from the fingers up to the shoulder, and then confined it 
across the chest in a semi-flexed position, and ordered eva- 
porating wash which should be constantly kept applied. A 
full dose of opium was administered, and under its influence 
he quietly fell asleep. The patient remained at this post 
undergoing treatment for Mverol days. The sweUing and 
ecchymosis slowly disappeared under bandaging, the use of 
stimulating hutments, and the sliower bath. Not so with 
the paralysis, which still persisted, and it was not until one 
week had passed before it yielded in the least On once 
beginning to recover from this bad symptom, everything 
went on favorably and rapidly, until he felt himself strong 
enough to resume his journey. 

Remarki. — During a three years' pupila^ in the New 
York Hospital I enjoyed the privilege of wilnessinp many 
cases of the reduction of dislocation of the shoulder into the 
axilla, and since then in different institutions both in this 
country and abroad, as well as in my own practice, I have 
seen a goodly number of the same accident, but I do not 
remember one where the paralysis was so marked or to 
difEoult to overcome «B in the case I have above related. 
There is every reason to believe that had the patient con- 
tinued on liis journey for even two or three days longer he 
would liBve permanently lost the free use of his aim, or at 
the best it would have taken a long time for him to hftve 
regained it^ muscular and nervous power. 
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Patrick O'C , aped twentr-eix yeata, and of good 

constitution, a soldier in the U. S. army, presented himself 
to me, Aug. 1860, and complained that he passed bis urine 
with great difficulty, owing to some obetmotjon in its ^ro- 
grcsB. An examination revealed the fact that the prepuce 
had so contracted over the mouth of the urethra, that it 
seemed almost impossible for the urine to esc^ie in > 
stream of any sise. The opening in the prepuce had 
become so reduced by cicatrisation that it woiud hardly 
admit of tlie introduction of an ordinary probe, and by its 
position it naturally acted hke a valve to the flow of uiin& 
On further investigating the parts I found that the prepuce 
adhered firmly to the glons, and no longer freely moved as 
it was wont to do. The patient states that six years ago he 
had gonoirhcea, and that during the prepress of the disease 
he resorted to the use of strong nit of silver injections for 
its cure. The glans being excoriated and inflamed he 
several timee threw the iiijection under the prapuce, as well 
as in the urethra, but experience toueht lum that this was 
a painful business, and he was obliged to desist on account 
of^tlie " swelling and redness" that supervened and alarmed 
hitn. The gonorrhoea yielded to his remediee, but tlie sore- 
ness of the prepuoe persisted for some time, and only quitted 
him when it had fairly cemented together. He says^ even 
since his recovery fi-om the gonorrhcea the opening m the 
prepuce has been graduaUy contracting, and it has beea 
a source of great annoyance to him, as ^skin has been in 
UiamzcdbytjOOglC 
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a state of conatnnt irriUtion, which can readilj be accounted 
for by the force necesaarj to eipel the unne through io 
small an aperture. 

Trtalment, — A free inoisioti through the integuments was 
made, along the dorsum of the penis, for the extent of about 
one inch. The flaps thua formed were each directed back 
so .13 to expose the entire g-laoa to view. A few bleeding 
ressels required to be twisted, and then dry lint was in- 
serted between the raw surfaces so as to prevent adhesion 
^ain taking place, and oyer the whole cold water dressings 
were directed to be kept constantly applied. By carefully 
watching the healing process, and keeping the lint in ita 
proper fweition, cicatrization rapidly went on, and in ten 
days' time the organ presented something of its natural 
appearance, and iae oWrnction to the flow of urine was 
entirely overcome. 
Port DatU. Tuu, Oi!*. IBM. 
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GtniBHOT WorwD of Abik>mki — LACERAnon or nre Liveb, 

GAtL-BLADDn, AND RlOHT KlDHET. 
[BepoTtod bj Lbwamb B. Uiltoh, US., Buldtnt Ftaj^du.] 

A MAK, 25 years of age, a muscular laborer, was received 
into the accident ward of the hoapita] on October 23, 
1860, at 2.30 p.m. At 0.30 A.H. of Uie same day he had 
received a gunshot wound. A rifle-ball h.td pierced the 
abdominal walls one inch and a half to the right of the 
median line in front, midway between the lower edge of 
the ensiform cartili^ and the umbilicus. It had emerged 
five inches to the right of the Tert«hra] column and one inch 
above the crest of tne ilium. On his arrival at the hospital, 
five hours subsequent to the accident, the patient's condi- 
tion was as follows: Pulse ninety-two and of'moderata 
strength; respiration thirty per minute; surface warm 
and natural ; countenance clear and consdousness unim- 
paired ; moderate pain and tendemem over the abdomen, 
the walls of which appear unusually fiill; suffers also 
from thirst; lies more comfortably upon the wounded 
side; blood trickles slowly from anterior wound — none 
from p03t«rior. A bladder filled with crushed ice was 
applied over the anterior wound — and puiv. opii, gr. ij. im- 
roediatelj administered. There had been no evacuation of 
nrine since the accident On passing the catheter, some 
difficult was experienced at the entrance of the bladder. 
This bemg overcome, a moderate quantity of dark-colored 
urine, subeequeutly found to contain a small amount of 
blood, was withdrawn. The same unusual amount of con- 
Btiytion was felt in withdrawing the instrument. One 
hour subsequent to the first adminislrBtjon of opium a third 
grain of the drug was given. Half an hour later the patient 
vomited some five or six ounces of fluid containing a large 

groportion of bile ; while at each effort blood was forced 
Dm the anterior wound. He complained ag^n of a great 
desire to urinate, and the catheter was passed with the 
same result as before, except that the quantity of unne 
evacuated was much leas : only two or three ounces. From 
this time up to that of his death he continued to pass small 
quantities at intervals of an hour. The vomiting now 
. occurred so frequently as to render it useleaa to give more 
opium by the mouth. The patient complained very much 
ta pain over the abdominal region, which had now become 
very tense and dull on percussion, a condition which steadily 
increased nntil death. He also complained of a desire to 
defecate, and a full purgative enema was administered, but 
without benefidal resulL Twenty-five drops of Uageudie'e 
solutionofmorphineweregiven per rectum, by which means 



an interrupted sleep of several hours was induced ; mean- 
time the pulse h«d risen to 172 per minute, the re^iration 
to forty ; no marked change in the symptoms was noticed 
during the remainder of the night. At 6.30 a.m. of the day 
following the accident the patient, after rcplyinj^ to a ques- 
tion, made an efibrt to turn in bed, and suddenly expired. 

Avtopmj, five houri afler death.— Rigor mortis moderate. 
Abdomen distended and dull on percussion. An incision 
along the median line shows slight extravasation of blood 
in the subcutaneous tissues near the Ulterior wound, and 
continued still further discloses the peritonemn firmly 
stretched and of a dark color. On puncturing this mem- 
brane a jet of blood is thrown from the opening, and the 
Seritoneal cavity is found crowded with blood, mainly in a 
uid condition, and having a slight intermixture of air. 
The surface of the intestines is deeply stained — oid peri- 
tonitic adtiesions are noticed in the lefi iliac region. There 
is n lacerated wound of the liver involving the right lobe 
close to the longitudinal fissure. The upper woU of the 
gal|.^bdder is torn, and its cavity filled with coagulated 
blood. The right kidney has a lacersted wound on its 
outer aspect, and the substance of the organ is infiltrated 
with blood. The bladder is strongly contracted, and its 
internal coats give evidence of chronic inflammation. 



BROOKLYN MEDICAL AND SURGICAL 

INSTITUTK 

CuNiOAL Cases in fne sebvici of Prof Loots Baiteb, H.D. 

[Btportod bf Cuun E. Hauct, U.I>.] 
Case 1. Mbrbut Coxariat — Entire Hfeciion of Capui 

Femoria — Banaval of Portiont of tiw Acetabulum — Recovery, 
— The potient, Charles Skinken, came under observation on 
the 3d day of April, I860, and hoving been thoroughly exa- 
mined. Dr. Bauer prefaced the operation by the following 
remarks: — The staff of this institution has invited your 
attendance in order to witness an operation which presents 
some features of scientific and practical interesL The 
patient, whose history we shall consider, is a little boy ux 
and a half years of age. Although descending from healthy 
and robust parents, and once iumself of unqualified good 
healtli, he appears before you in a most emaciated and ane- 
mic condition. This, however, will not surprise you. wlien 
you learn that widi the interruption of one year, he has 
been the subject of intense sufiering from an affection 
of his right hip-joint for the lost three and a half years. 
The disease might have existed five months when the 
patient was placed under my care. At that time the 
afiected limb was already elongated, everted, and abducted 
with coiTespondiug obliquity of the pelvis. The joint was 
exceedingly painful on motion, cotmter-eoup, and pressure. 
The constitution was greatly olTected from the want of 
appetite, rest, and unremitting febrile excilemenL This 
briefly was the condition in which the patient was admitted, 
and you will perceive that we had to deal with the second 
stage of hip-joint disease. The quantity of inflammatory 
effuaon could not have been great, since it was not percep- 
tible on pressure mode along the posterior ridge of the coty- 
loid cavity, nor was the mobility of the joint entirely sus- 
pended, for pa-vive flexion and extension could still be per- 
formed. The parents were unable to assign any particular 
cause for his ofUiction. Hereditary scrofula seemed to be out 
of tlie question. The child bad been reared under a good 
dietetic regimen, was robust, lively, and presented no marks 
of dyscraais. The &int pos^bility of a scrofulous t^t was 
duly regarded in the subsequent treatment, the greatest 
attention, however, being paid to the local liouble. By 
repeated, moderate local depletion, and absolute rest in the 
wire apparatus (which I have planned and used with good 
success), we were able to subdue pain ; the appetite also 
improved. Thus the case hod proceeded favorably for some 
months, when the patient was lost sight of. 
After Uie lapse of about six months he was again placed 



Digitized by 



Google 



830 Amorian UsdlcgU Tlmi 



REPORTS OF HOSPITAIS. 



Nat. U^UH. 



UDder treatment — the diseaae being, liowever, in » more 
advanced aUte, the articular eOiiMon and all the other symp~ 
tORU having increased. During the interval the patient hod 
been without medical aid except for a time, when he was 
treated in the New York Hospital Up to this time the 
disease had remaioed in the second stage — i. e. tlie capsular 
ligament bad not yet been ruptured. This was, however, 
so much distended as to make a rent almost inevitable, and 
this &ct induced us at once U> puncture the joinL In doing 
so we removed about eleven drachms of a sero-purulent 
liquid, whereupon the jointcould bo moved in every direc- 
tion, without evincing any cre|)itus, and we could io a cer- 
tun extent correct the malpositJOD of the extremity. No 
disagreeable results followea the operation; on the contrary 
the patient was materially relieved. A few weeks sfler, the 
recurring symptoms made itconclusive that a reaccumuletion 
had taken place. Thejoint was opened by a subcutaneous 
incision after the plan of Ooyrand, with a view to establish 
a more permanent outlet into the areolar tissue. The result 
was satisfactory. The patient remained for some time after 
at the Institution, for the purpoee of having his limb pro- 
perly exercised. When dischai^d the joint wag ea»ly 
movable, and in pretty good condition, and tlie patient was 
taken into the country. During the succeeding year, I 
heard from him but once, when he was progressing favora- 
bly. When be was subeequently presented to us, his father 
slated that he had enjoyed excellent health, and had been 
free from all ailment in the affected limb; but that within 
the last month be had sustained a (ail upon the same hip, 
iriiich had reproduced disturbance in that joint. 

On examination he was found to be feverish ; (he hip 
swollen lender, and pufly; the extremity shortened about 
two incnes, inverted, adduuted, and flexed at the hip. A 
diffuse abscess below tlie glutei muscles was also discovered. 
The boy being put under chloroform, crepitus in tiio joint 
andcontractionof the pectinteus muscle was noticed. Thus 
the disease had assumed a more formidable character and 
extent. For more careful treatment the patient was again 
placed under our esre^ when the abscess was opened, the 
contracted muscle eubcutaneously divided, and the patient 
j^aced in the wire apparatus. My coliei^es coincided 
with me in the propriety of giving the patient a chance of 
spontaneous rebef from the caries, postponing a more radi- 
cal operation until circumstsnccs should demand it. The 
subsequent improvement was so rapid, the patient so com- 
fortable, and his general appearance so encouraging as to 
inspire us with a hope of successfiil termination. How- 
ever, after the lapse of six months the case was far from 
satisfactory. From time to time new abscesses had formed 
in the neighborhood of the joint whilst old ones had closed. 
80 long as tiie discharge was free he felt comparatively 
comfortable, slept well, hsd agood appetite and was cheerful 
Bat new abscesses, ofcourse, brought new troubles, and cor- 
responding emaciation. Finally, we concluded that further 
de^y would bo tantamount to resigning the paljent to his 
inevitable fate, and therefore the operation of exsecting the 
carious portion of bone was decided upon as the only 
alternative. This case may be looked upon as a fur trial, 
illustrating how far nature may be relied upon in articular 
csries. It should be borne in mind that during all this 
time the patient had received more than ordinary attention, 
and had been visited by other surgeons, in whose skill and 
dftvotion we place the most unqualified reliance, and yet 
the disease progressed. Some eight weeks ago the opera- 
tion was mooted, when the patient was in better condition, 
and I regret that we did not proceed at once with it, for 
with delay we have gained nothing, whilst the disease lias 
decidedly advanced. Id coses similar to this, we hear ex- 
perienced surgeons oounsel to wail until the patient has 
acquired strength enough to bear the operation. Such 
counsel, permit me to say, is quite out of place, and I sub- 
mit the quesdon, How con a patient improve, with appe- 
Ut«, digestion, and rest impaired^ and whose eyst«m is pro- 
gressively deblUtal«d by an extensive and continuous drain- 
age? 



The decreasing weight alone would be sufficient t« indi- 
cate the fallacy of the advice of temporiung. 

ppera/ion.— In the presence of Drs. Lewis A, Ssjrt 
Stephen Smith, Daniel Ayres, Krackowiier, Wbilej, »iid 
others. Dr. Bauer proceeded Ic exsect the head of the 
thigh-bone. A single incision was first made directly 
behind the great trochanter, to the extent of about Gts 
inches, and sufhcienlJy deep to fully expose the arltculi- 
tlon. The c^isule was then entered and laid open ^ong 
the entire posterior roarein of the acetabulum. The ligi- 
mentum teres being totally destroyed by previous suppm- 
tion, the dislocation wasreodilyaccomplidied. Tfaecarioui 

Krtions of the joint were carefully and effectuaUy removal 
the gouge and rasorium, for the success of the operation 
depends upon the thorough removal of all dediius. It 
being desirable that the wound should heal by the ttttmd 
inientum, it was well plugged with lint, and the palient 
placed In the wire apparatus, in order to secure rest sod 
proper position. 

August 10. — Since the operation was performed do cd- 
toword symptoms have Interfered with the healing proceaa 
of the wound, which is now almost entirely dosed, requu- 
ing but occasional dressing. The general condition of llie 

Eatient has steadily improved. Hisappearance is better, ud 
is weight materially increased. The affiicted leg is ^»ui 
ouo and three-quarters inch shorter. The interm^ste sAt- 
stance formed in place of the removed bone is oboat two 
and a half inches in length, firm, and of suffident strength 
to sustain the weight of the body. It is immediately con- 
nected with the shallof the thigh-bone freely moving upon 
the acetabolum, st which place it seems to m enlarged md 
flattened. 

Id the after treatment of this case Dr. Bauer has used 
Dr. Sayre's sphnt with excellent results. 

The patient was discharged from the Institute some two 
months ago, being ^enin a condition wliich didnotrequira 
further surgical aid. 

Cabb II. — MorbiM Cosrarim^Bemooal of CaHout Bom— 
Recovery. — Joseph Bamitt, kL 6 years, was i^esented U 
the Institute on the Tth of April, I860. The conditian of 
the patient was as follows: Qeneral deUlity; bod; much 
attenuated; febrile exdtement; impaired appetite, mi 
irregularity of the bowels; ri^t leg shortenea, adducted, 
and inverted; pelvis tjlted upwards aad backwards; li^t 
nates considerably swelled, and indistinctiy Quctuating; 
motion of hip-joint greatly impeded, especiallr on abduction, 
owing to oontractiou of the adductut«. This conditini, 
for which there was no assignable cause, had been coming 
on for about three years. TLe child hod several timesMes 
down a steep stairway, but no untoward symptoms inune- 
diately followed. The parents of the child both enjoy pw 
fect health, and are unable to trace any strumous or 
tuberculous troubles. Diagnosis; Morbus coxaiius, third 
sta^i with abscess extraneous to thejoint, andptobiM* 
caries within the joint. Dr. Bauer proposed to cut down 
upon the abscese situated beneath the ^utcl muscles, 
examine then the state of the articutatjon, and in esse of 
caries, to remove it in the most fitting muiner. To tim 
plan the father assented. In presence of the medical offi- 
cers and invited gentlemen the (^leration was proceeded 
with in the method already described in the previouicMe. 
The inciwon was carried down into the ab«c<«, and expos™ 
the joint, which was found to be opened at its poateriv 
circumference and extensively carioua The incision wu 
therefore enlarged, the head of the femur dislocated, lod lU 
carious bone effectually removed. The ligamentum ie^ 
had been destroyed by ulceration. The whole opeiauoc 
occupied but a short time, no vessels requiring ligatJoa 
Having been properly dressed, and the wire app«i»W> 
adjusted, the patient was placed in bed. Since the opera- 
tion everything has gone on finely. On the 5tbof Aug<^ 
after four months' treatment, the patient was dischargee 
from the Institute in the following condition: GmmsI 
health good, sleeps and' eats well, and has regular ilnH 
evacuations. The wound is not entirely aosed; IH 



Digitized by 



Google 



CLINICAL RECORD. 



returning opening wliich is about the aiza of a three cent 

Siece is surrounded b; cedemstous marina, ugnifying no 
oubt that some alight eifoliatiou is still in proc£sa ; ouier- 
wiae the region of Uie joint is perfectly healthy, except that 
for want of the trochanter major the hip is rather flattened. 
The intermediate substance is about two and three-quarter 
inches in length, quite firm, closely connected with the shaft, 
but moving on tixe acetabulam. The limb is but three- 
quarters of an inch shortened, and in good position. At 
present the patient wears Dr. Sayre's instrument, and in 
all practical points is considered convalescent, with a useful 
extremity. It may be noticed here that the cbildhaa taken 
no internal medicines, but that great attention has been paid 
to his diet, which haa always been most digestible and 
aatritioua. 



BROOKLYN CITY HOSPITAL. 
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[B*pc(t*d br A. D. Wmjoa, H.D., Hodm Boi'saaiL] 
Cate 1. — M. L. Seaman, admitted into ward 20, March 10, 
1800, with orchitis, which appeared five days before, after 
the suppression of a gonorrhceal discliarge. The tCBticte is 
four times its normal size and intensely painful He was 
treated with tobacco poultices, mercurials, etc. etc, for eight 
days, when the gums became touched, without the Blightest 
improvement; the pain was so intense that he could not 
Bleep. On the 24th of March, Dr. Hutchison made an inci- 
sion three-quarters of an mch in length over front of testicle, 
down layer by layer through the tunica albuginea so as to 
lay bare the gland. On the following day the patient stated 
that he had been entirely free from pain since the o]>erB- 
tion ; he had slept well at night for the first time since he 
entered the hospital; the swelling is sub^ding; wound 
allowed to heal by granulation. Two days subsequent to 
the operation, ^e dischar^ from the urethra returned. 
AprS 10.— Wound has entirely healed, and the testjcle haa 
regained its normal size and sensibility. 

Caie 2. — Peter Q., aged 37, seaman, admitted March H, 
1860, with hydrocele of the left side of four weeks' dura- 
tion. On the 17th, an iron-wire seton was passed through 
the tunica vaginalis ; this was followed by some inflamma- 
tion which terminated in suppuration, the pus being evacu- 
ated by an incision. On the 6th April, tlie parts on the 
left side had regained their natural condition, but the right 
testicle bad become swollen and painful. The ordinary 
treatment for orchitis having been u^ed for two days with- 
out relief to the intense pun, an incision three-quarters of an 
inch long was made very caTeTuHy down to the body of the 
testis. This gave almost immediate relief, and at the end 
of two weeks the testicle had resumed its usual size, and 
the wound had entirely healed. 

Cbw 3.— James a., 26, seaman, admitted April 12, 1860, 
with orchids, of twelve days' duration, which followed tho 
suppression of a gonorrbraa. The testicle is considerably 
enlarged and very painful Be had local de[>letion, tobacco, 
poultices, mercurials to ptyalism, etc, without benefit. 
Ajrrtt 16. — The tunica albuginea was divided as in the pre- 
ceding cases, and with the same relief Co the swelling and 
excessive pain. He eloped on the 26th, cured. 

Itemar&. — The above operation, originally proposed by 
J, L. Petit, was revived, and has been praoUscd by M. Vt- 
dal de Casus in more than four hundred cases with success. 
In the above cases, it was in the highest degree satisfactory 
—relievinf- at once the excessive pain arising from the 
strangulation of the inSamed organ by the unyielding albu- 
ginea, when all the usual remedies had failed. Dr. Hut- 
chison makes the incision through the tunica albuginea with 
great care so as to avoid wounoing the seminiferous tubes, 
which might lead to the establishmeatof asemiaal fistula. 
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NEW YORK MEDICAL COLLEGE. 
Prof. C^rhochah's CuMia 

Oct. 4,1««Il 
(bportxl l7 F. O-Don.] 
CiBi 6. Cancer of tiie Glands of the A'edt— Prof. Camo- 
chan remnrked that the patient presented a typical case of 
cancer of the cervical glands. It dilTered from the benign 
tumor (which was isolated) in its per^'ading all the tissues. 
This patient is treated with a plsster of conium. There is 
no therapeutic ^ent known which will effect a perfect cure, 
though the disease may be mitigated. His pulse is 110, 
and irritable. Tho pulse is the criterion of organic dis- 
ease. If there is general emaciation, loss of appetite, and 
the functions of the system nro imperfectly carried on, and 
the pulse is over 110, you may look for organic disease 
either of the lungs, liver, kidneys, the brain, or other 
kindred organs. 
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C*ni 2. Siridwrt of Urethra.— E. 0., 38, has difficulty in 
passing water, which has been increasmg for the last throe 
years ; the calls are more frequent than natural, the stream 
small, and the time required to empty the bkdder longer 
than it should be. Patient has had gonorrhoea more than 
once, but is disposed to attribute his trouble to a Ml astride • 
of a ladder six years ago, in which he bruised his perinMun, 
and at the time passed some blood in his urine. Has had 
instruments introduced into his bladder at Bellevue Hospi- 
tal by which his stream was enlarged, and hissbility to pass 
water improved; but when any time passes without the 
use of Uie instrument, the diiBculty has recurred. On in- 
troducing a full-sized steel sound, an obstruction whidi 



then tried, and with some dif&culty a No. 5 was passed 
into the bladder. 

Diagtu>m.—1hit man has organic stricture, and there is 
evidence In the perinsal bruise end subsequent bleeding 
that it may be, in some degree, traumatic ; but he has also 
had gonorrhtsal urethritis, and a second stricture forming 
in the anterior portion of the canal which could hardly re- 
sult from injiuy, and is much more likely to be the result 
of gonorrbcea. Moreover, six years have eUpsed since the 
C»U across the ladder, and it is onlyrecently that narrowing 
of the stream has forced itself upon his attention. !Now, 
traumatic strictures are generally rapid in their formation, 
depending as they do upon tlie contraction of a wound or 
laceration of the walla of the canal ; whereas strictures fbl- 
lowing gonorrhoea are, as arule, slow in their formatitm, not 
attracting attention, frequently, until several years have 
elapsed, and their cause, perhaps, wiUingly forgotten. In 
the present case I should lean to the opinion th«t the stric- 
tures were, probably, gonorrhceal in their origin, the lower 
one posubly comphcated by the effects of the bruise. If 
there is anything traumatic in this case, it makes the pro- 
gnosis more unfavorable. 

i%a(m«tt— I should employ dilatation in this case, at aU 
events until I had oscertMued the temper of the fwtient's 
urethra, and the degree of dilatability of his stricture*: 
introducing the ateel sound, as I have just done, every third 
or fourth day, allowing it to remain in the canal about Sve 
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minutes each time, aail grftdually jncreaHing its size bb the 
Btrioture yieldn. 

Case 3. Aneurum by Anatlimoni. — A little child, four 
jeare dd, was presented with the above in llie form of a 
siDaU tumor on the left side of the nuse. The part had, the 
week before, been burned with hot needles, the requisite 
Mnount of tissue not being destroyed for fear that a larger 
sew- than was necessary would be left, , Tlie operation wm 
repeated. 

Jtemark*.— These tumors result from ■ congenital defect 
in the orgsnizable vessels of the part. When they increase 
to a large size, as they not unfrequently do, they are 
liable to become ulcerated in consequence of their defec- 
tive nutrition. These ulcers are very prone to bleed, more 
especially if the t'jmor is one in which the arterial element 
predominates. When this elite of things existe, it consti- 
tutes what the French cali/un^ui bitinalodo. I have seen 
it develop ilaelf around the throat and neck, where it was 
impossible to get at it with any instrument. In that case 
injection was made with the persulphate of iron by Dr. 
Ualsted at the N. Y. HospiUl, with great benefit. The 
mode of nwng this is to introduce threads saturated with 
the preparation, through the substance of the tumor. You 
have thus a double curative influence, the coagulation of the 
blood and the inflammatioa established b^ the threads. J 
have found, however, that this treatment is not always suc- 
cessful ; that the blood only in the track of the thread 
becomes coagulated, while ^e other portion of Che tumor 
is unaltered. I now place my reliance upon the hot-needle. 
The punctures arc made at a greater or less distance apart, 
accordingly to the vascularity of the tumor. 

Casb I. Oaremoma ofltie ifamma. — A female, 48 yeam 
of age, presented herself with the following history : " She 
has had eleven living children and one miscarriage, and 
about seven or eight years a^ suffered from a milk 
abscess in her left breast. She is perfectly regular in her 
' menstrual periods, and has no hereditary predifposition to 
CMicerotis disease. About two yeara ago she first noticed 
the appearance of a hard lump in her left breast, and in the 
course of a few months the organs of the opposite side be- 
came amilaHy affected. On CTaminatJon of the diseased 
portions, they are found to possess an extreme degree of 
hardness; there does not seem to be any enlai^mentof 
the glands in either axilla, though in the right nde the lym- 
phatic trunks seem to be more or less affected. The shape 
of the left mamma is very much altered, being shrunken 
and corrngated in the position of the nipple, which' in its 
turn is rery much distorted. The whole organ is about 
one-siith its normal bim. With these phyBiedp«culiaritie9 
there is a certain amount of pain, which is occaaionaliy of a 
sharp darting character. In the other breast there are two 
Other hard mas^ies, and the nipple is also puckered. 

Jiemnrki. — Now in a caae of scirrhus of the mamma the 
as to the propriety of nn operation is one that must 
always be settled ny the circumstances of the case. As a 
rule, I believe a resort to such a measure docs not prolong 
life. It is true it may afford relief from pwn, from the disa- 
greeable odor, and from anxiety of mind ; bnt the growth 
generally mnkes its appearance aguin, cither in the same 
locality or some othcrportion of the body within the follow- 
ing eighteen months or two year?. The qierstion ou^t 
not to be performed under any circumstances unless the 
whole of the diseased mass or masMS can be removed ; con- 
sequently, in Uiis instance, no relief can be afforded. The 
hard variety of cancer is most chronic. The breast first 
attacked was the left, which, from some unexpUined reason, 
is most generally the case. The disease is the result of a 
heterologous deposit, and takes its origin in a cell growth 
leading to the formation of tumors which are proi:e to 
ulceration. In the lell breast, ulceration is imminent. She 
has had some drops of blood escape from the nipple depen- 
dent upon the progress of the disease and the consequent 
rupture of a blood-vessel. 

Trtatmtnl. — 1 advise this lady to have nothing done in 
flie way of an operation, but simply avoid everything that 



atv 



may tend to bring about ulceration ; and when it does take 
place, to apply to the abraded surface Uie most nnirritating 
ointments ; to attend also to her general health, and sabmit 
to the will of Ood. 
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Case 2. — CVrcunwtriftni Pleurity. — D, M,, bL 24, buIot, 
native of Ireland, presented himself the week before with 
pain in the right chest, which was aggravated by coagb 
and inspiration. These symptoms have existed nnce the 
18th of last March, and were the result of exposure to coU. 
The eipectoration is while and frothy ; all the other ftnc- 
tions of the body are perfectly performed. A phjanl 
examination discloses the following facts : The right nipple 
is a little higher than the left; breaUies naturally; no 
difference of vocal vibration between the two sSdesino 
dulncM on percussion as far down as the border of the tkrd 
rib in front; percuBsion aymmetrical and natnraL Beknr 
and to the right of the right nipple, abont two ud a half 
inches distant from it, is the centre of dulness, limited to i 
space about two inches square, where there is also lends- 
ness on percusaon and pressure ; this is the only ipM 
where ho compluns of pain. PercuBsion normal over tbe 
whole posterior part of the chest, as is also the case with 
the respiration and voice. Over the dull ^t in front there 
is also feebleness of the respiratory murmur. At the doae 
of the inspiration on the edge of this part there is quite » 
well-marked friction sound audible, but over the centRof 
dulness no such sound is recognisable. No abnormal dal- 
nesB over the hepaUc or cardiac regions. Pulse 64 ; rrtji- 
ration 20, 

DiagnotU. — The symptoms might be explained by refn- 
ring the cause either to bronchitis, pneumonia, phthisis, or 
circumscribed pleurisy. In bronchitis there is the pecnliir 
expectoration which ib present in this case, and also oon^ 
but there is Do dulness on percussion. In pneumonia, jm 
have a rusty expectoration , dulness poBterioriy, bro"- 
chophony, and besides, a disease of short duntioii. 
Phthisis would ^ve the following physical signs : marked 
deformity of the chnst; dulneas on percussion under one 
or both clavicles, attended with a want of expansive power ; 
Bomedifferencein the vocal vibration of the twoBdeB;pro- 
longed expiration, crepitant riles, hajmoptysis, cl«. By 
supposing it to be circumscribed pleurisy, all tbe symptom 
are satiwactorily explained — the friction sound, or ratber 
the stretching sound, would point to the existence of fil* 
membrane, while the dulness would show the presence rf 
a localized effu»on. This effusion has probably beea quile 
extensive, and has nearly all been absorbed, Tbe rKtnul 
symptoms have been such as to make ub believe that the 
effusion is serous in character, unmixed with pos. The 
prognosis then is good, 

Tieatmetd. — Counter-irritation in some fonn or other » 
indicated, and in this insUnce it can be best accomplisW 
by blisters. The administration of calomel is altogether 
uncalled for in these cases, and is a practice whith sLouM 
be looked upon as hurtful to the welfare of your patient 
Tf the effusion of scrum were great in quantity, alfflorph* 
could be produced by the use of the iodide or bromide cf 
potassium. In this caae, however, no such remedy tt 
needed. 

Cask Z.— Wrist Drop.—'R. McC., painter, 23 yens oU, 
has inability to extend the hands upon the forcanns. whidi 
symptom lirst sliowed itifclf about the middle of M»y »»■ 
At that time he retired one night, after a day's work, fw- 
ing as well as usud, but when he arose in the morBing,M 
noticed that his wrists dropped, and since then he has W 
no control over the extensor muscles. AD along «* 
maigin of his gums there is distinctly seen the WWi!* 
(Burton's). Patient has been attacked, during the last M 
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ye«M, five difTerent timea with colic. These symptoms are 
in ninetj-Dine cases out of one hundred, pathognomic of 
poiaon bj Ie*d. This metal ia iatrodnced into the system 
in varioua frays, but painters as a da^ are bj far the most 
liable to its inQuences. 

Trralm^nl, — The object of general treatment in these 
cases is the eliminalion of IcM from the Bjatem, which 
cannot be better accon^ltshed than by the sdminisfrBtioa 
of iodide of potassium. This salt is very soluble, and com- 
bines weight for weigbt wiih water, ao that a solution can 
be Dikde in each drop of which tbere is a grain of the 
remedy. We are thus enabled to give the usual dose, five 
gruns, in as many drops. The patient should also take a 
good sulphur bath every day. Local treatment consists in 
niaintainmg the hand upon a splint, making useof tVictiona, 
electrici^, and passive motion, in order to Keep up the tone 
of the sQected musclea, and thus prevent fotty degeneration 
of their substance. 



JOURNALS FOR OCTOBER. 
Cdicaoo Medical Jodbnal. — October. 
Abt. I. — Motet rilaiing in the ejrtirpatioa of Ote Parotid 
Oland. Bj PaoF, Daniel BEtAiMARD. — A brief notice of the 
history of thia operation, concludinc with a list of ninety- 
one cases, two of which were performed by the author. 
AicT. II. — Chrome hitis. By Dr. B. L. Houre of Chicago. — 
Iritis that has healed with adhesions between the lens and 
iris is almost unifonnly subject to relapse, the treatment of 
which consista in removing about one-sixth of the iris, as 
in forming an artificial pupil. Art, III. — Ncrvora Agenry 
tB InjUimmalory Aeiion. By Dr. L. S. Ellis, Chicago. 
Art. IV.—DiphAtria. By Dr. A. K. Vai» Hork.— The 
author concludes that the cases seen by him were in rea- 
lity those of scariatin&. The treatment was sustaining, 
with diaphoretics and appropriate local ^pticationa. 

Naebtille Jochhal or Mepicisi akd SnitGniT. — October. 
Art. I. — Clinicai RtTnarkt upon Vlcer»ofOit Cornta. By 
Dr. C. R. Aoiraw Surgeon to the New York Eye Infir- 
mary. Ulcers of the cornea are common from infancy to 
old age, and are here divided into irritable, inflamed, and 
atonic For the irritable ulcer he regards the nitrate of 
silver as almost a specific; and this with appropriaie consti- 
tutional remedies, and keeping the eye closed with strips 
of isinglaf B plaster, will genernlly sufBce. Art, II. — A new 
Needlt far Sutura. By Dr. Pacl P. Eve.— The needle is 
mounted on a handle, is slightly curved with a lancet-like 

Kinl and canula at the curvature through which the 
^ature is passed; the sides of the wound being trans- 
fixed, the ligature is passed through the canutaW por- 
tion, and held while the needle is withdrawn. Art. III. 
— I^jchology. By Dr. B. H. Wasiiinoton, Hannibal, Mo. 
Art. IV. — Ibhacco vindicated. By Jerome Cocrrah, 
Student of Medicine in the University of Nashville. Art. 
V. — Ligaturt of the Femortd Artery. By Dr. E. J. Eirkst 
of Radfordaville Ala. Art. Yl.—Suceem/ul Treatment of 
Vemeo- Vaginal Msiula. By Dr.W. T. Bitiaae of Nashville.— 
The tistula was situated at (lie junction of the vagina with 
the cervix uteri. The operation consisted in uniting the 
Taginal with the uterine lip of the fistula, thus throwing 
the OS uteri into the cavity of the bladder. The recovery 
was complete. 

Atlahta Mkvical AMD Surgical Journal. — October. 

Art. L — VaUHdory AddreninbAoifof the Oraduating 
Clan of 1860. By S. T. Beaslet, of La Grange, Georgia. 
Art, II. — An Irumgvral Th«*ie on Hygiene,/or the Dtgree 
of Doctor of Medicine, in Atlanta iledieal CoOege. By 
TnoHAB H. SAVDBRa, of Anderson, South Carolina. Art. 
lU.— Jfedwal CUnie for the Sation of 1860. By J. G. 
WnnraRBLARn, M.D. Art. V. — "Ethereal Tincture of 



Valerian in Contmbian* of Children." — The author Dr. H. 
L. Bran, of Savannah, alludes to an article in the Septem- 
ber No. of this Journal, and claims the credit of introducing 
this subject to the profession. 

New OBLUMsMBDraALNswsAHDHoipn'Ai.GASRTE. — Oct. 



of the Catet in Ward* fourteen and fifteen of the Charity Hoe- 
pital. By Aktdont Penibton, M.D.— The whole number 
of patients was one hundred and fifty-four — number of 
deaths, fourteen; two of whom died of consumption, one 
of hemorrhage of the lungs, one of scarlet fever, two of 
sunstroke, one worn out by lon^ and inveterate habits of 
intemperance, and one of delirium tremens, making eight 
which might be considered beyond medical aid. Art, fiL 

— Quinine in Pneamonia. By 0. C. Qibbs, M.D., of Frews- 
burg, New York. — This is a reply to an article by Dr. 
Marsh, of Port Hudson, denouncing the employment of 
quinine in this disease. Dr. G, relates his experience, and 
thinks the remedy peculiarly adapted to pneumonia, espe- 
cially of the adynamic type, he r^arding it as a tonic and 

Tre Sam Francibco Medical Press, — July. 
Art. I. — On the J)i»eaiet of Ftmalft in California. By Dr. 
K. A. Rdhkler of Placerville. — Change of climate, coBtoms 
of the country, and various other causes render the female 
emigrants to California peculiarly liable to diseases, some of 
which the author has noticed, including a case of cancer, 
retroversion of the womb, complicated metritis and ova- 
ritis, induration and atxeaia of the womb with complica- 
tion, and various affections of the stomach and liver. 
Abt. II,— On the Preparations of Pharmacy. By E. J. 
Canatan. ABT.IlI.^kemovalof eeven inches of the Shaftof 
the T3)ia — Reproduetion of Bone — f Vorfure — Pseudarthrome. 

— Operation — fteeovery. By Dr. E. S. Coopbr, Professor of 
Anatomy and Surgery in Uie medical department of the 
University of the Pacific Abt. IV. — Permanent or Adult 
Teeth. By E. C. Ahoell, Dentist, San Francisco. Art. V. 
— ImtanlaneouM Cvre of Sciatic Neuralgia by Cauterizing the 
Lobe of the Ear. By Dr. Jos. Hainr, San Francisco. — The 
mode of procedure was to apply an ordinary probe, made 
red-hot, to the posterior part of the lobe of Uie ear, on the 
same side where the neuralgia existed. The author reports 
three cases, for the purpose of calliuK the attention ol' the 
profession to the subjecL Art. Vf.— &i»p»'njr of Bone a 
Subetitute for Exsetttim or Amputation. By Dr. E. S. Coo- 
per, — A paper read before the Ban Francisco Medieo-Chi- 
rui^cal Society, recommends the removal of longitudinal 
seciiona of the long bones in cases of disease, and keeping 
the wound fully open, until the surface operated upon 
becomes covered by healthy ^anulntion, thereby avoiding 
great inconvenience that might occur from exfoliation, 
where an attempt is made to heal by first intention. He 
reports four cases. Art. VII, — Incipient Gangrene treated 
byfreeinciMton. By Dr, Wm. I'lrr. Art, VIII.— Cow o/ 
JJertnalgia. By Dr. J. Morisoh. 



SuoKiKO.— Tlie pupils of the Polytechnic School in Paris 
have recently furnislied some curious statistics bearing on 
tobacco. Dividing the pupiU of ^lO college into groups, 
the smokers and the non-smokers, it it siiown that uie 
smokers have proved themselves in the various competiUve 
examinations tiir inferior to the others. Not only in the 
examinations on entering ibe school ore the smokers in a 
lower rank, but in the various ordeals they have to pass 
through in a year, tlie average rank of (he smokers had con- 
stantly fallen, and not inconsiderably, when the men who 
did not smoke enjoyed a cerebral stmospliere of the clear- 
est kind. — Pharvtaeetitical Journal. 
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PAST AND PRESENT. 
That we have fallen upon evil times seems to be the 
settled conTictioQ of some of our medical brethren. We 
uever fail, when we meet them, to be entertained with their 
repiningB at the low state of medicine in these degenerate 
times, and the consequent prevalence of empiricism. Some 
of our older ph^eiciana, of this class, have been heard utter- 
ing piouB benedictions upon the earl; communities in which 
the; practised their profesMon, nnd predicting for the rising 
generation of medical men, Uvea of unrequited toil, and 
life-long contentions with the evil genius of medicine. A 
veteran practitioner was lately bemoaning the unwilling- 
ness of his patients to aubmit to bloodletting, and attribut- 
ed this fatal prejudice to the influence of the prevalent sys- 
tems of quackery. Another, in tbe meridian of life, ambi- 
tious of a wide consultation business, with many a vain 
regret, deplored the strict rule of ethics which debarred him 
from cropping in the fiowerj fields of illegitimate practice. 
A third, encouutering in his families the baneful influences 
of empiricism, was half tempted to become everything to 
every one, to retain and extend his business. We think, 
indeed, that many a one is led, at times, to believe that our 
age is about tlie most trying upon which ha could have 
fallen. He sighs involuntarily fur a return of that period 
irhen the good physician was held in equal veneration with 
the Oods. It flutters his professional pride, galled and 
chafed by daily contact with the rude and inappreciative ago 
in which he lives, to recall the language of inspired wis- 
dom : — " nonor the phy&<nan with the honor due unto him, 
for the most h^h hath created him because of necessity. 
* * * Give place and honor to the physician, for Qod bath 
created him ; let him not go from thee, for thou hast need 
of him." How his heart warms towards Herophilus, who 
called physicians, "The hands of the Gods;" and how be 
honors the great Homer, who affirmed " That one physician 
is far more wortiiy than many other men." He regrets that 
his lines had not fallen in the pleasant places of the past — 
among the inteUigent ^bderians of whom it is said, when 
Hippocrates came to their dty to cure Democritus of his 
madness, not only (he men, but also the women and child- 
ren, and people of every age, sen, and rank, went forth to 
meet him, giving him, with a common consent, and loud 
voice, the tide of tutelary deity and father of their coun- 
try; or among the Athenians who celebrated plays to his 
honor, and placed upon his head a crown of gold, and 
finally erected his statue for a perpetual monument of his 
piety and learning. He will note many other periods in 
the history of medicine when it would seem far hap- 
pier to hare lived than at the present; when physi- 
cians appear to have been held in hi^er pubUc estima- 
tion, and empiricism had far less influence. But the 
student of histoiy, who penetrates beneath the surface of 
events, with due discrimination contrasting the spirit of the 
past with that of the present, finds much to commend the 
latter to his esteem ; and to nerve him (o greater effort and 



vi^lsnce. He learns that the grossest forms of ei 
prevailed universally sjnoog the peO[de of the pu^ uiii 
that Hippocrates, Galen, Par^ and others, had to cooleDd, 
life-long, against its wide-spread popular influence. He 
learns, too, that all the great names which adorn tbe histot; 
of medidne derive their chief lustre from lives of probity, 
self-sacrifice, and devotion to the .highest interests of tLdr 
profession. In vain he searohes for evidence that tbej 
ever made their profession subservient to tbe interetta of 
worldly honor or gain ; or by evil associations, directly a 
impliedly, recognised empiricism in any fDnn, To suctit 
student these are (he repinings of selfish or shalloiT men, 
who pursue their profeBsion from motives the most gnfel- 
ling and unworthy. The present has its trials, as had th« 
past ; but it will require little penetration lo discover that 
the degeneracy of our times does not show itself so much 
in the prevalence of empiricism or (he credulity of tbe 
people, se in the ignorance, the cupidity, and the low, self- 
ish aims of regularly educated medical men. " Uediriue," 
says Hippocrates, " is of all the arts the moat noble; bat 
owing to the ignorance of those who practise it, and of 
those who inconsiderately form a judgment of these, it ia 
at present far behind all other arts." A remark more per- 
tinent to our own times could not well have been made. 
The venerable physidan who condemns his patient^i av«- 
eion to his fikvorite operation of phlebotomy, has lived to 
see the patient become wiser than himself. It is not a 
cliange in puUic sentiment that renders the practitianer of 
to-day less successful in gaining the confidence of his Eiuni- 
lies thaa formerly, but it is tbe mat that he has allowed 
to accumulate upon his ktiowledge, which tbe intelli- 
gent oommnnitiea of our time readily discover. We hin 
mentioned cupidity as one of the sins of medical men, 
which tends to abase medidne. We believe it is lb« 
most damning evil of the profession of our times It 
is not oidy the grand obstacle to the constant acquintioti 
of knowledge, which should characterize the true pbysidu, 
but leads him into evil practices and unprofessioDal associa- 
tions, which degrade his profession to a level witbtlistoftbe 
merest trade. The wild rush of medical men for business 
tbe arts by which they often obtain it, and the desperttiiw 
of the less successful, are most humiliating to witoev. 
It is not to be denied, and we make the confesuon vilb 
shame, that there are practitioners among u^ holding iiD- 
portant medical positions, who give professional advice (o 
irregular practitioners, simply to gain the paltry fees which 
accrue from such associations. Many weak and timid mcB 
are led by these ezunples to disregard the high obligatioiii 
of their calling, and, allured by the vaunted popular esU- 
mation of the various forma of empiridsm, to seek its flat- 
tering rewards; they soon become indifferent to tlieir 
shame and disgrace, and are lost to our profes^on. Ssdi 
are some of the causes of the evil times upon which we an 
thought to have fallen, and of whidi we bear such frequent 
oomplainta. The remedy, like the evil, is in the profefliaii 
itself The line between (he true and false, the hoaesi and 
the dishonest, cannot be too sirictiy drawn, nor (oo rigidlj 
maintained. Let the profession not only eschew all aOiaiice 
with empiridsm, but rqect from its fsUowsbip all ^x> 
countenance or rfjet irregular practice. Let it puije itsdt 
of these unworthy members, these perpetual croikeB, 
whose instincts lead them to quackery, and who are with- 
held from its full embrace only by the desire to nnuntaia a 



ly.CjOOgIC 



oertun degree ot respectftbilitj. Then will the grektest 
obctBcle U> the triumph of legitimate medicine be removed, 
and we m&y hail the epoob of the " good time ooming." 



THE WEEK. 
CuHiKAL abortion is ono of the gigantic aocial evils of our 
times, which lies directly within the prorince of the phjw- 
ctan in his daily duties He is Hw Grei to levn Ihe secret 
desires of the prindpal or abettor ; and bis consent to, or 
denuuciadon of, the act, wilt often change at once, and de- 
ciuTely, the purposes of the criminal. In a larger and 
more important senae, the profession has Ihe power of di- 
minishing this crime, viz. in that direct influence which it 
can exert upon the social habits of communities, tending to 
place this act among the most crimintL As medical joui> 
nalista, and fully lmpre«sed with the belief tiiat the profes- 
sion ia responuble for much of the laxity of pnblic opinion 
aa to the criminality of procured abortion, this subject 
haa oflen pressed upon our notice, and shall yet receive at 
our hands due attention. Ueantine, as embodying our 
own sentiments, we introduce a aeries of resolutions pre-- 
sented at the quarteriy meeting of the Scott Godntt Uedi- 
OAL SociEiT, of Iowa, by Dr. E. J. Fodstaih. We heartily 
indorse these resolutions, which, in the terse, concise lan- 
guage of the talented author, state clearly and forcibly the 
i^ dDties of medical men in regard to this great evil. We 
hope this ia but the initiative <tf a general movement among 
our medical societies^ to create a sentiment, in the profession 
throughout the countiy, actively adverse to criminal abor- 
tion. We hail it as a good omen that a young and vigorous 
society of the West, already distinguished for its efforts to 
maintain the hi^est standard of professional respectability, 
baa tftken a stand so honorable, and now appeals to other 
societies for their co-operation. We gladly place Its resolves 
upon record, and eamestiy hope they may stimulate other 
societies to like action. 

" WnntsAS, The medical profession are everywhere cog- 
nizant of the fact that the crime of cnWnaf abortion is fear- 
fully prevalent, and increasing in all classes of society ; and 

" Whcrias, The progress of civilization and Ihe spread of 
religion appear not to have had the effect of diminishing 
this species of iniquity ; tiierefore be it 

" Raolvtd, 1. That the members of this Society will co- 
operate with the American Medical Association nnd other 
organizations of the kind in using every effort to dissemi- 
nate B knowledge of the crimiDBl nature of practices which 
are too otlen regarded as harmless, and frequently resorted 
to by many who would shudder at the thought of destroy- 
ing the life of a human being. 

'' 2. Retoiotd, Tliat the members of this Society unite in 
sentiment with the opinion of liie best and roost learned 
men of the profession in all parts of the world, that the 
foetus is B livm^ being from the earUest period of gestation, 
the wilful destruction of which, except when required for 
the preservation of the life of the mother, is a crime as mon- 
Btrousas infanticide, and its perpetrators should be regarded 
as felons by the laws of man, as they must be by every pre- 
cept of morality, 

" 3. Retehtd, That every member of this Society who may 
be Icnown to yield to the solicitation of any party for the 
purposes above indicated, shall forfeit hb membership, and be 
regarded asunworthyoffellowsbip by all honorable physicians. 

" 4. RaabMd, That it shall be considered the duty of every 
phvsician, when application for such purpose is made, not 
only to decUne prompUy, but to exert hia personal influence 
to the utmost to prevent its nccompliahment, by eipkining 
its criminal character, and removing as far as possible the 
erroneous opinions which are so generally prevalent regard- 
ing the hfe of the fietus. 
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" 5. Rrtohed, That we denounce the commou practice of 
newspaper proprietors in publishing advertisements whidi 
are calculated to encourage the practice of criminal abortion, 
as one prolific cause of a vast amount of crime and immo- 
rality, for which such newspaper editors and pioprieton 
are thereby in a great degree responsible. 

" 6. Rtsolvtd, That we likewise denounce the practice of 
many druggists in keeping for sale and dispensing such 
preparations sa are known to be used for the purpose of pro- 
ducing abortion, which practice is no less reprehensible than 
to furnish poison when knowiuffly purchased with murderous 
intent, and by which ill druggists are parUcipa enrainiM in 
the evil work of corrupting good morals, sad andsting in the 

Krpetration of a crime which should be held in abhorrence 
, every member of a oirilized ond Christian community." 
Which, having been read and commented upon, were 
uDanimously adopted. 

A Circular of the National Sanitary Association's Com- 
mittee on DispEKSARiEs liss becu issued by the Chairman, 
F. El MATQia, Esq., President of the Demilt Dispeosaiy in 
this city. The document suggests many interesting ques- 
tions in public economy and hygiene, and from this citeular 
it is manifest that the committee clearly comprehend the 
nature and importance of those questions. Aa we have not 
space for the entire circular, we subjoin some of its medical 
questions, hoping that they may elicit voluntary rephes 
from those of our readers who give particular attention to 
the subjects to which they relate. 

" Is vaccination performed gratuitously upon all, without 
respect to tiieir means, who deelrc it, and call at Ihe Dis- 
pensary ? 

" Slate the total number vaccinated 7 How many thereof 
were vaccinated at the Dispensary? 

" What system, if any, ia adopted to secure general vae- 
cinationT Is it done gratuilously at the domicile? Is it 
done by districts or at stated periods? State particulars? 

" What system, if any, is pursued to secure a supply of 
vaccine virus? Is more received than is used by the Dis- 
pensary ? If so, what is done with the surplus ? Is it sold, 
or given away, or both? What amount per annom for the 
last two years, has been realized from such sales? What 
is the rule as to persons who should receive it gratis? 

" What number of syphilitic cases, including aJI grades, 
were examined during the year? How many were women? 
How many were children? 

"lathe syphilitic disease on the increase among the poor? 

" Please narrate instances, if tmy, in which the services 
of ttie Dispensary have arrested the progress of contagious 
or infectious diseases? Also state instances of especial im- 
provements in domiciliary or public hygiene, through the 
agency of the Dispensary physicians or olficers? 

". Has there been any syatemstic effort or plan, on Ihe 
part of the Dispensary, for the diffusion of advice to the 
poor, on the subject of health? What is it? 

" What would be the hygienic and economic effects, if all 
such Institutions were to be once and for ever abolished? 

" How can the system be improved and better adapted 
to the wanU and welt-being of the community ?" 

The pressure of deferred matter in our columns compela 
us to postpone the suggestions we had prepared respecting 
this class of medical charities; but while inviting attention 
to the Dispensary Committee's Circular, we would sohcit 
communications upon the subjects indicated in the ques- 
tions here quoted. 

Ths adulteration of liquors, next to the adulteration of 
food?, is one of the most heinous offences which man can 
perpetrate upon his follows. And yet that branch of crimi- 
nal buuness is carried on to such an extent in this cily that 
the veriest toper knows well that he seldom drinks a glasi 
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of liquor timt conUioe a drop of the kind he called for. 
The following extract from the DnggitU Circular is an 
AUthoritatire etalament as to tbo perfection to which the 
•rt of adulterating hquors has reached, and affords an 
instructive lesson to physicians who hare occasion to 
recommend liquors to tlieir patients. We heartily agree 
with a corrcspoDdent that there is gT«at need of depAta 
wbore genuine liquors shall be Icept for medicinal purposes : — 
" It will surprise manj dnif^ista who have resorted to the 
celebratedCatawbabrandy of Cincinnati as a purer, though 
perhaps somewhat less eligible nrlJcle than that usually 
imported or sold with forei^'n mariis upon it, to know that 
this famous domestic brand is only whisKey modified by dis- 
tillation from the made-up wines, and mude paler or darker 
by a larger or smaller proportion of caramel. To the many 
who have satisfied themselves with the idea that they at 
least were safe from imposition throu^ a careful observa- 
tion of the custom-bouae vouchers and buying from none 
but original packages, it will be interesting to learn that 
these original packages, and the vouchers accompanying 
them, are used suCGessively for many replenishinga with 
factitious liquors, no purer nor better than they couTd make 
for themselves at one-fourtii the cost.. Many opinionated 
judges, who with much conhdence pronounce upon the genu- 
ineness of the distilled juice of the ^ape, its 'bouquet,' 
purity, and good quality generally, will be loath to admit 
that a large proportion of that actnaJIy imported, and there- 
fore confidently spoken of as genuine, is manufactured by 
processes quite as unlike the old-fashioned mode of distilla- 
tion aa those practised by our own defrauding liquor deal- 
ers ; and that a perfect imitation of French brandy can be 
prepared by any one having the requisite delicacy of taste 
and skill in mixing the ingredients used, and that t^iuse 
inoredients are common articles of commerce, are facta 
which are beginning to be generally admitted. Though the 
business of sophistication is regarded by tlioughtful persons 
as one of the moat fraudulent and disreputable that could 
engage attention, it is known to be carried on to an 
enormous eitent, and to have been the baais of large for- 
tunes which have brought to their possessora corresponding 
social position and influence." 

Thb Ridtmond Co. Gazette, of Oct 31, in nstiiring Edito- 
rial on the Rkhmimd Count'/ AfedicalSacieti/, thus comments 
Upon its present portion, and truthfully points out the duties 
of physicians to medical societies. We earnestly commend 
it to the attention of tlie medical men of Staten Island : — 

"Tre Ricdhoicd Countt Medical Sociktt seems little alive 
to its own intcrcet, or the benefit which it miglit confer, 
both on the profession and tlje community generally, if ita 
stated meetings were well suatdned, and a regular attend- 
ance of its members secured. That there is this want of 
interest, is plainly manifest in the efforts whicli have been 
made to keep alive its existence by meetings, etc., failing 
even to procure a quorum. In no other county in the State 
is this the ease. Why, then, should Riclimond County bo 
ay far behind in this particular? Both as a means of mdi- 
vidual improvement, and as an avenue to public favor and 
confidence, meetings of the Society are of the highest im- 
portance. It is a well known fuct, that physicians are 
estimated very much in the community by tlie interest 
which they manifest in tlieir profession, and by tlieir efforts 
to promote the interchange of pleasant and profitable inter- 
course with each other. In almost every case, where phy- 
sicians have risen to eminence and distinction, and have 
attained a strong hold upon the confidence of the public, 
we find them. active members of Medical Societies, ener- 
getic in every association connected with the profession, 
and exerting Uieirpowers for its advancement and improve- 
ment. Nor is tiiis all : great advantages might he secured 
to the Island by the hearty and efficient co-operation of the 
Medical Society with the citizens in their benevolent work- 
ings among the poor and destitute." 



fronrtss of Ittiital Stitnrt. 

OPUTHALMOLOGY. 

Br Hehrt D. Notk, M.D. 

Conlr^uUoni to the Snotaledge of Defedt 0/ R^mdim, te 

By F. a DoMDKEa 

(OmMbwiI fnm fag* SOt.) 

Section 6 — Alludes to the frequent coincidence of hyper- 
metropia and converging strabismus. Normal eyea wben 
wearing concave glasses will often have conierping squint 
in the attempt to see distinctly. The stmbismus tadw>cribpil 
as periodical, because it chiefly prc!<enla itself in the attempt 
to fix the eye steadily. From being periodical it ttfiia 
becomes permanenL Prof Dooders says that in ibe ltt( 
eighteen cases of strabismus oonvcrgcns which be saw, hj- 
permctropia was proven in sixteen. Its degree wu IJom 
If to -f'j, never in a hi^ degree. 

Why presbyopia does not cause asthenopia, may be dis- 
missed in a few words. The presbyopic eye can no longer 
read at seven inches distance, but at twelve to lixtrai 
it can without exertion, while for sight at greater distaoccs 
it is as good as ever. It is only the near point of aococD- 
modation which has been pushed away from the eje. A 

§ roper convex glass corrects this defect, and for p«rter 
istances no gli^ is needed. In hypermetropis the (WC 
is very different. The atmcture of the eye requires a pan- 
tive dass to bring rays to a focus upon the retina, no mUter 
at what distance the object may be situated. If the power 
of accommodation bo vi^rous, the need of a convex gisis 
may for a time be superseded, but when this powerMt, 
symptoms of asthenopia must arise. At great distanca 
hypermetropic persons may not fatigue their eyes in looli- 
ing, because not required to discern such objects sharplj fiir 
a long time. If in a case of presbyopia there be noadmii- 
lure of hypermetropia, there will be no reason why utbe- 
nopic symptoms should occur. 

Section 9 — Treats of the choice of glasses and their 
effect. The hints hero given relate especially to csKSot 
royopia,and are intended toahow how the altered conditiou 
of adjusting power rfiould modify the choice of riawa 
Prof. Donders says: In a paper formerly publisbed upon 
this subject (Archiv. fllr OpiitiiaL B. iv. Abtii. 1, s. 313), I 
laid down the rule that myopic persons should have wch 
glasses as will enable them to discern distinctly, otgedstt 
the greatest distance. But it is oflcii observed that when 
provided with these glasses, they complain of discomibrtin 
looking at objects at eight inches, twelve inches, or eiw 
sixteen inches distance. We need not now be surprised « 
this discrepancy. We have learned above, that mjopie 
persons do not bring into play such a proportion of tbor 
adjusting power, as in normal eyes will correspond to • 
high degree of convei^nce of the visual axea. That, on tk 
contrary, altliough the convergence he extreme, their «o»iii- 
modation will be almost inactive. Wiien now Ihcy put on 
the above-mentioned glasses, they arc placed in the (tuie 
situation as normal eyes ; that is, for the distance of ei^l, 
twelve, or sixteen inches, they must use {tli, -j^th, ^^ 
of their power of adjustment. But in converging w 
tiiese distimces, they have never been •ccustomed to ibii 
exertion, and it is found that only youthful and ^<4)usteyit^ 
having but a moderate degree of myopia, are equal to llw 
effort. With those less foi^unate, glasses which compleMIJ 
neutraliie the myopia, speedily cause asthenopic sympW* 
and must be laid aside. They must begin with weakw 
glasses for near vision. If there be no real enfeeUement of 
accommodation, they will subsequently be able to "'*'*' 
neutralising glasses. The range of adjustment will undergo 
a change of position, and in later years, the near point mw 
far point will be found to coincide almost exactly with 
those of the normal aye. The spectacles will have become 
an integral part of tlie dioptric iq>paT«tus. Both conva^ 
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geoce of the visual axes, and effort of accommodation, will 
harnionize with theni. It is rnj practico to eadeavor to 
enable patients to wear glasses that will perfectly neutralise 
tb«ir myopia, and my experience has beeo, that myopia is 
not increased but rather reetraiued. Ttiere are cases in 
which the increase of myopia cannot be prevented : as, in 
old people with feeble adjusting power, in amblyopia which 
almost always accompanies tlie highest d^rees of myopia, 
and whenei-er myopia is so intense as to require for its 
neutralisation glasses so strong as to materially diminbh 
the size of the retinal image. In such cases the same 
glasses will not serve for both near and distant vision. I 
recall a peculiar case in which, when examining the eye 
Tvith the ophthalraoBcope, I could see the cential part of 
the retina in the upright image by aid of concave lens 
— |th; the lateral parts could be seen with — jOi. Here 
the myopia was greater for direct vision tlian for indirect. 
If it were completely neutralised for direct vision, indirect 
viMon would become hypermetropic The weaker glasses 
would therefore bo preferred. 

By tlie constant use of concave glasses, the limits over 
which the eye can adjust itself, as above stated, undergo 
change. In tnb transposition of the field of accommodation, 
the remote point is brought nearer to the eye. The degree 
of myopia mcrefore appears to have increased. In reality 
this is not true. It will be found that the same glasses will 
suffice for vi^on at an infinite distance as were before 
required 

If concave glasses be chosen which are too powerful, the 
myopia becomes hypermetropia, and the baneful conse- 
quences of the latter condition will follow. If the mischief 
have not lasted too long, it may be corrected by obtaining 
the proper number, and the injurious over-eiertion of accom- 
modation relieved by artificiid mydriasis. Normal eyes can 
be speedily made myopic by the use of concave glasses; 
but toe myopia will not inhere in the anatomical structure 
of the eye, but in the abnormal working of its adiustjng 
^paratus. This functional derangement will speedily dis- 
^pcsr when the cause shall be removed. 

The hypermetropic eye is directly opposed to the myopic 
eye, in the deviation of its range of accommodation from 
the normal standard. For the myopic eye neutralising 
glasses at first require too much, of the hypermetropic they 
demand too little. In the former case the ezcrlioa of 
adjustment is too great, in the latter the effort required is 
much less than has become habitual to the eyes. When 
the hypermetropic person first receives glasses, wliich hav- 
ing been fitted to the eyes under the influence of artificial 
mydriasis, are known to neutralise the defect, he finds 
when the paralysed tensor choroidete recovers its functions, 
that he cannot sec at a distance distinctly ; and for near vision 
a young person prefers much weaker glosses. The reason 
is evident. These peisons have become too much accus- 
tomed to use tlieir whole stock of adjusting power at dis- 
tances of ten or twelve inches, to bo able to restrain them- 
selves to employ only ^jth or ^',th, which is all that now is 
required. Iliey constantly overshoot the mark^ and have 
not learned to shorten their range. For this purpose 
weaker glasses must at first be furnished them, both for 
near vi^on and for distant vision. It cannot be doubted, 
however, that it is exceedingly deslr^le, for tlie hyperme- 
tropic eye to become gradually habituated to tlie use of 
perfectly neutralising glasses. Only when they shall have 
reached this point, will they be secure against tlie danger 
of asthenopia. . 

The opinion lias been tliat in asthenopia the use of 
glasses might at length be abandoned, by gradually dimi- 
nishing their power. But it will be seen from the above, 
that my effort is in direct opposition to this endeavor. I 
seek to enable these patients to use glawics increasing in 
Strength, until they atu-uii those which will permit them to 
look at distant objects without putting forth any effort 

As acoacludingrcniark.it ma^ lae ^ded, that Prof Don- 
dcrs, in advooatin" for aathenopic persons the use of proper 
glasses, does not design to omit the repose fi'om excessive 



of sight, nor the invigorating medicine and regi- 
men wliich have so long been tlie practice of judicious 
practiljoners in these cases. It is seen, however, that the 
use of gksses strikes at the root and essence of the disease, 
and is the only certain aaleguard against it 
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Subject for discussion — Opium as a Therapeutic Agent, 
Dr. O. Hamilton opened Uio subject by reading a paper, 
from which we give the following abstracts. 

This remedy baa been known since the time of Hippo- 
crates, and with exceptional periods, has maintained the 
character of the most valuable medicine known. The most 



secondarily. It is most probable that the latter is the result 
of the former, as the depression is in direct correspondence 
with the amount of previous stimulation. When given in 
excessive doses its effect is directly narcotic, or the stimu- 
lation is too short to be noticed. The cerebrum is that 
Eortion of the nervous system more particularly acted on 
; this remedy. When a moderate dose is taken, in about 
forty minutes there is experienced a slight fulness of the 
head, or throbbing of the temples; a glow of the cutaneous 
surface, terminating generally in perspiration; exaltation of 
the intellectual, moral, and imaginative sentiments; serenity 
of mind, or the reverse ; visual perceptions of objects of a 
strange or frightful character; sooner or later, obliviousness, 
and finally sleep. In larger doses there may be tendon of 
the head, dizziness, redness and suffusion of the eyes, illu- 
sions of sight and hearing, delirium. When increased, we 
have H^dity and tension of the muscles, or trembling and 
convulsive movements, insensibility, contraction of the iris, 
coldness of surface, congestion, so perfect as nearly to simu- 
late the apoplectic state. Other organs, besides the brain, 
suffer; the digestive apparatus partakes, and while appetite 
is diminished, thirst is generally increased. This loss of 
appetite may be attributed to a decrease in nutrition and a 
consequent depression of the nerve powers. The secretions 
are generally diminislied. Persplratiun is nearly olwavs 
increased, and this is accompanied by an increase in the 
action of the heart and arteries, as shown by the increased 
color of the surface of the body. An inverse ratio obtains 
between the action of the kidneys and the skin. The action 
of opium is more promptly shown, when morphine is ap- 
plied to a denuded surface, or when subcutancouslj injected. 
According to some authors, it acts more powerfully when 
injected into the bowels than when taken into the stomach, 
which they explain by the fact that it is less exposed to 
alteration by the juices, etc. Our own belief is that its 
power is diminished when thus employed. Various circum- 
stances modify the action of opium. The young are more 
susceptible. After children, females are more readily affected 
by it, and many of them cannot support its operation, even 
in minute doses. This intolerance will, however, oflen 
^vc way, by combining correctives with it, and persevering 
in its use. Excessive pain, and certmn affections of tlie 
nerves, modify to an extraordinary degree, or even whoDy 
resist the action of opium, as in tetanus. Concerning the 
particular mode of its operation, but little is known ; while 
It acts with a diminished effect, by direct contact with the 
nerves, its power is increased hy absorption into the blood, 
OS seen in cliildren, who are narcotized by sucking from the 
motlier while under its influence. It is particularly incum- 
bent on the physician to atletid dotely to the various contra- 
indkaiiont for its employment, and e^eaa3}y in Oie a 
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thUdrm. As a rule, opium ia not to be given in fever, or 
infliunm&tion with great arterial excitement and strong 
determination to the brain, nor when there is great venous 
congestion, nor when there exists an apoplectic tendency. 
In congh, with much bronchial secretion and debility, etc., 
ita use should be avoided. Much depends upon the judg- 
ment of the practitioner. It ia eepecially useful in affections 
called nervous, allaying agitation, removing malaiie, subdu- 
ing pain, and procuring sleep. In pain of all kinds, it is 
atmiirable, and without a rival. 

Of special diseases, in which this agent ia particularly 
useful, mention might be made of neun^/ia — especially here 
ia opium to be employed by injection into the cellular tissue 
over tbo seat of the pain ; delirium tremeru, the chief differ- 
ence being as to the doee and frequency of repetition. 
Some give it tiU sleep is obtained, while Others hesitate, 
after the use of large doses, and still others are content with 
emaH doses carefully watched. Wbere enormous doses 
have been tolerated, it is doubtful whether the recovery 
was the result of tlie treatment, or in spite of it from a 
powerful constitutjon. At all events, it is hazardous prnc- 
tjce. A moderate emptoyraent of opium with other agents 
as tlie case may demand, will probably be more satisfac- 
tory. Sleep has often followed ita sudden auspension in 
auca cases. In spasmodic affections, external or internal, 
depending upon excessive pain, opium affords the quickest 
and surest relief But, where the cause is not evident, care 
is requisite to determine if it be of peripheric or centric 
origin, as in the former only can benefit be expected. Thus 
convulsions in children, when from teething, me intestines, 
or indigestion, aJler a proper evacuation of the stomach and 
bowels, an injection of laudanum and stnrch has ollen proved 
of peater service than bleeding, or the various topical appli- 
cations. In the modus operandi of opium here, may be 
seen an exemplification of its powerful sedative powers. 
Nor ia it confined to any one of the three great nervous 
divisions of the nervous system, for in these affections, 
sometimes the brain, sometimes tlie spinal marrow, and at 
others, the nerves and centres of organic life are most im- 
plicated. Now, whilst it would be difficult to define the 
precise extent to which any one of these systems might be 
mvotved, as compared with another, and stitl more difficult, 
or impossible to appreciate the correlative movements of 
these different systems in a given case of disease, it may 
perhaps be doubted, whether in pathological alJiles, we are 
not too much in the habit of attaching too much importance 
to the brain, and too little to the centres and nerves of ot^a- 
nic life. The affections to whicli reference haa been made. 
are chieflv of eccentric origin, and it b with this peripheral 
system, that the sympathetic nerves and ganglia have their 
closest connexion ; and the inference ia rational, that tlie 
sedative power of opium is expected quite as much in allay- 
ing morbid irritability of this system, as in merely blunting 
the perception of this morbid condition of the brain. In 
idiopathic fevers, this remedy has been much employed in 
fulfilling various indications, and under different and even 
oppoate stales. Thus, it prevents the chill of intermittent, 
by allaying or rather foresLalhng peripheral irritation. In. 
typhus and typhoid it is of service in peculiar states. Thus, 
in the third or fourth weeks, the patient is left much debili- 
tated, with a tendency to atJU further depression; the skin 
is dry, the brain confused, sleep is absent, food is loathed, 
and opium comes in with its best influences. Sleep is pro- 
duced, and a vast improvement is at once observed. The 
beneficial effects of the medicine are perhaps derived from 
both its stimulant and sedative qualities. SmaQ-poz ^ao 
requires ita ud. When the pustules approach maturation, 
the irritation is greatly increased, and Ihe patient is, at the 
same time, troubled with a tenacious phlegm, then opium 
exerts a moat salutary effect, producing quietude and 
sleep. Bhcumatiam, even with acute fever, or in a robust 
patient, oiler venesection, is more amenable to opium than 
to most other remedies. In puerperal peritonitis it dis- 
plays admirable powers, curative aa well as anodyne. The 
mfiammation assumes a peculiar type, the patient is de- 



bilitated comparatively, there is a tendency to gingreDe, 
or a near approach to this condition may supervest, aod 
too much care cannot be observed lest further prostntJOD 
be produced, opium btcomea tht iheet oncAor, as Doiet's 
powder given freely and early in the attack, to preveiit 
further development The action of the opium, may ia « 
few cases where the patient ia very plethoric, be isatted 
by the lancet, but as a rule, this ahould be avoided. Id 
dysentery too, this article surpasses all other remedies. In 
the eilenaive experience of Dr. H., no Deoeenty bu ever 
existed for a distinction in the use of opium betfreen tuHd 
or severe attacks. Al^r removing the fcecal contents of 
the bowels, the force of febrile action and the eicesdn 
pain and irritation should be abated. Bleedbg either gene- 
rally or locally, may often beneficially precede opium, jet, 
as a general rule, it needs not repetition. In certain rasa 
its guarded use must be kept up, especially in the mu-ked 
epidemic form of the disease. The solution of this disaue 
ia generally by pei'spiration, and the return of the ririous 
functions to their normal state, apparently the sequence of 
subdued pain and nervous irritation, and these ore oflen 
removed more quickly and effectually by repeated injn- 
tioDS of starch and laudanum than by the use of the article 
by the stomach. In simple diarrhtea it is the readiest ind 
surest remedy. The same m.ty be said of cholera morboa 
and Aaatic cholera, except in the congested form ef tlie 
latter. In the different inflammatorj affections of the respi- 
ratory apparatus, opium is exceedingly nsefiil. Some writ- 
ers consider it especially applicable to such affection of the 
mucous membrane of the air paesaffes and of the pirendij- 
matous structure of the lungs, but this restricdon can banll; 
be thought well founded, as the serous inembmnes of Ibe 
chest when inflamed, are, in common with the odjwent 
tissue^ amenable to the same action exercised by oj^iun 
upon inflamed tissues in general Perhaps tlie ipptmt 
difference may arise from difference of function in dio 
parte. The quieting of cough, so much more common vben 
the mucous surfaces are affected, and the prodncdon of 
expectoration when opium is combined with antimony or 
ipecacuanha, may perhaps be more properly regarded « 
adventitious benefite in the action of the remedy. It Kemt 
to equalize or harmonize the distribution of nerve power, 
removing irritation, and restoring tbe lost balance of tlu 
circulation. Few diseases are more benefited by opium 
than those peculiar to females. In tlircatened atrartioo, il 
is most effectual. In bemorrhu^e, it is most reliable; nu- 
cotism, however, is to be carelhUy avoided. In uniToid- 
able abortion, it relieves pain and facilitates the exputsioii 
of the ovum. In labor, too, its value is marked, as wbere 
pain is misplaced, and complicates Ihe parturient proccs. 
The employment of opium has been objected io as dangeroiB 
for ordinary use, but this may with equal reason appiv U 
the majority of articles in the Materia Medics, ana il li 
doubtful if any one con offer a tithe of the advantages pw- 
seesed by this drug. Its action ia frank and undisguised, 
and the moment it aeema to exceed our de^res, it msf be 
suspended, and the unpleasant symptoms generally dwp- 
pear. One of the most mngular effects of opium is its i^p*- 
rent contrariety of action, aa may be seen, when it ia giTtn 
in ansemia unattended with fever. Here it often removes 
a disposition to sleep, acting as a stimulus to the brain, tj 
inducing a greater degree of arterial action. In the nine 
aniemic state, with irritation and fever, it will often prodwe 
sleep, acting here, by allaying nervous irritation nom '^ 
sedative power, and inducing sleep by ita anodyne lod 
BOporifio qualities. Instances of this sort are eeen in ibe 
latter st^es of typhoid and typhus fever, typhoid pneniw- 
nia, and many other analogous conditions, and stnngdj 
enough in the reactionary fever noticed after ejcesare 
hemoirhage, aa in some cases of abortion. In moderate 
doses, it invigorates the action of the heart in snieniia wilt- 
out fever, probably by direct action, and likewise in cue 
where the lieart's action is nearly suppressed, as in excroo- 
ating pain from any cansc. In concluaion, he would aj 
that want of time prevented the [^«aentation<rf'|a p^K^ 
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NEW YORK ACADEMY OF MEDICINE. 
Dk. Jobk WiTaoif, pBEBiDraT. 
At » meeting of the Academy of Medicine held Sept. 19, 
the section on Uatcria Medica brought to the notice of the 
Academj- the following paper upon the alkaloid of the Erj' 
throxTlon Coca, in the London Chtmital Neu* for July 
28, 1860. 

A HEW ALEALOtD IH COCA. 

Coca (pronounced Ico-lc&h) is the name under which the 
leaves of several species of Erylhraa/lon are and hare been 
known in Peru from time immemoriid, and which, especially 
among the Indians, are used ibr chewing, mixed with a little 
unsized lime or wood aahes. Numerous and somewhat 
fabulous accounts are given of their physioIogi«al action, as 
for Instance in Tschudit TraveUin Peru, A moderate use is 
Bud to produce excitement of the functions, to enable the 
chewer to remain some time without food, and to bear the 
greatest bodily exertions ; while an immoderate chewing of 
ooca, hke thatof opium, frequently becomes an habitual vice 
producing all the deleterious symptoms and consequences 
of noTCOUca, such as a state half of intoxication, lialf of 
drowsiness, with visionary dreams, premature decay, com- 
plete apathy, and idiocy. These peculiar symptoms ran- 
dered the presence of a narcotic principle very probable, 
*nd have induoed Prof. W<ehler and Dr. Niemann, of Goet- 
tingen, to undertake the investigation of the substance. The 
material was furnished by Dr. Scheraer, the naturalist of 
the exploring expedition in the Austrian frigate Novara. 
The examination has so far aucoeeded, by the usual method 
lor the separation of Alkaloids, in eliminating a crystalliEable 
base, coeaint, crjsbUUsing in small prisms, devoid of color 
or odor, slightly soluble in wster, more readily iu aloohoL 
and very easily in ether. It posseeses a etron^y marked 
alkaline reaction, and a bitter taste, and acta in so &r pecu- 
liarly, OS it transiently benumbs, or almost paralyses the part 
of the tongue which it touches. It bears some resemblance 
to atropine in its chemical relations, and forms perfect salts 
with the acids. It is, however, without action on the eye, 
and its compound with the chioride of gold is remarkaole 
for forming benzoic acid in large proportion upon being 
heated, ^irther experiments will throw light on lie phy- 
siobgical properties. 

This article b taken from Archiv de Phann. Bd. cii. s. 29, 
and in it Niemann, the assistant of Wahler, claims to have 
been the first to discover and describe the alkaloid of the 
Eryttroxylon Coca. The section referred the Academy 
to a paper read upon tbia plant and its uses, by Dr. S. B. 
Percy, at a meeting of the Academy, Nov. 4, 1857, and 
also to a description and exhibition of a quantity of the 
alkaloid, presented at the meeting, Dec. 2, 1367. The 
alkaloid exhibited by Dr. S. R. Percy at that time, was in 
fine colorless crystals, and a description was given of its 
properties, and it was named by Dr. Percj, Erythroxyline. 
The original paper as read by Dr. Percy was produced from 
the Library, and from it the fbllowing extract was made: — 
" December 2d, 1357. Exhibited to the Academy of Me- 
dicine 3i of the alkaloid of the above plant (Erydiroxylon 
coca) in fine colorless crystals, for which I propose the 
name Erythroxyline. Cocaine might be more correct, but 
may be confounded with other substances." The above 
statement is made only to prove that while other nations 
have been industrious we have not been idle. 



Dr. Blaki, of Sacramento, Cal., speaking of the advan- 
t&g^esof the climateof California to consumptives, attributes 
much to the out-door life which it enables this class to lead, 
without exposure, and mentions the fact that Indian chil- 
dren domesticated, die in large numbers of phthisis. 



UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN. 

[To Ih* Editor of tlw AunOAX Uediou Tuxb.] 

Sjb: — My attention has just been called to your excellent 
Journal of the 13th instant, in wluch is given an account, 
among those of other insUtutions, of the CoQege o/Mtdieme 
and Surgery of tht UnwertiU/ of Michigan, 

As some errors have crept into that account, of course 
inadvert«ntly, a correction seems required. Without 
repeating the statement which was made, leaving out as it 
did, a Professor, an Assistant Professor, and the Demon- 
strator of Anatomy, bwides presentJDg the duties of meet 
of the faculty quite different from what they are at present 
(though the latter is entirely excusable, as changes have 
recently oocurred), 1 will give a correct list of the members 
of the faculty and their respective positions as at present 
arranged. 

Z. PiTCHKR, M.D., Emeritus Professor of Obstetrica and 
Institutes of Medicine. 

A. Saoeii, M.D., Obstetrics and Diseases of Women and 
Children. 

S. H. DoDOLASS^ M.D., Chemistry, Pharmacy, and Toxi- 
cology. 

IT Gdnk, M.D.. Surgery. 

A. B. Pauieb, M.D., Pathology, Practice of Medicine and 
Materia Medica. 

C. L. FoRC, M.D., Anatomy and Physiology. 

A. DdBois, A.m., Assistant Professor of Chemistry and 
Pharmacy. 

Wk. Lewit, M.D., Demonstrator of Anatomy. 

In addition to the four lectures a day, there are two 
Surgical and two Medical Clinics each week. In con- 
sequence of the recent death of the former able occu- 
pant of the Chair of Psthdogy and Practice, which 
event has been announced in the journals, the former 
Proferaor of Materia Medica, Therapeutics, and Diseases 
of Women and Children, was transferred to the vacancy, 
and to meet the exigency, continues for the present 
term to give instruction also in Materia Medica and 
Therapeutics. 

To accommodate this state of things, other changes were 
also made in the arrangement of duties of other Professors. 
Allow me to add that Uie lectures are now iu progiess with 
an enthusiastic class of about two hundred and twenty in 
number, gathered from a considerable proportion of the 
States of the Union. 

Very truly youi's, Jic, 

A. B. Palmer, M.D., 

Dean of Faculty. 
Am Anoa, Octobar EB, IStO. 



EXORBITANT CHARGES OF APOTHECARIES. 

[To the Editor ot th> Auuicur Midical Tub.] 
SiK : — I am constrained to call the attention of my brethren 
of the profession to the, in very many instances, exorbitant 
charges of dniggiate for compounding our prescriptions, 
and to some of the consequences thereof jKejudicial to our 
interests. These chafes many times have no relation to 
the actual value or cost of the ingredients and labor of 
making them np; and this foct is olten as manifest to our 
patients as to ourselves. The plea that they are necessary, 
on aooDunt of tiie Urge number of stores in competition, to 
enable them to live and sustain a pt^ular and attractive 
?tyle, has no importance in the premises — especially in the 
opinion of those customen whose means are limited and 
family expenses heavy. And I believe the idea is more or 
less prevalent among the people, that aomeof usoonnive st 
these high prices, and shan the profits withihe ajjothacary. 
jby V-ii.)OylC 
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How far this imputAtioa is merited I do not know ; but if 
it applies to any, they oertaialy should be exposed and 
shunned. 

None of us can doubt, upon a little rellectioD, that one 
of the tendencies of this ^evance is to drive many families 
to the employment of homoeopathic practitioners, who, it 
is known, do not occasion their patienis the additional 
expense of prpscriptioiis — Dot eveo when they hypocriti- 
cally slip in the old school medicines and doses. Another 
consequence ia, doubtless, the inducement to treat them- 
selves as long as possible before caUing in medical aid, and 
also to resort to patent medicines, etc 

I trust the profession will not continue to be iudifforent 
to this matter, for we cannot deny that we owe an obli)^ 
tion lo our patients in regard to it. If no other alternative 
be afforded ua, I conceive wo must, in some measure, imi- 
tate onr competitora, and cany wttat medicines we well 
can in our pockets. I And, indeed, that this is already the 
custom with two or three of our oldest pntditiooera. 

PflTSICIAH. 
BaooBLH, OoL «, !»<«. 



PAT OF SURGEONS IN THE NATT. 

[To thg Editor at Ih* AiiuioAit UaiUAt Tiua.] 

Sib:— In the number of the Medical Tina for Oct. 20. 
you have fallen into an error as to the pay of the medical 
corps of the navy. 
During the last session of Congress a law was passed re- 

S listing and increasing the pay of the officers of the navy, 
y that law the pay of medical officers is as follows ; 

Every surgeon on duty at sea, for the first five years 
afler dale of commission, $2,200: for second 6ve jeara, 
$2,400: for third five years, $2,600; for the fourth five 
years, $2,800 ; for twenty years and upwuds, $3,000. 

Fleet surgeons, $2,300, 

Every surgeon on other duty, for the first five years after 
date of commia»on, $2,000; lor the second Ave years after 
dale of commission, $2,200; forthe third five years, $2,400: 
for the fourth five years, $2,600; for twenty yeara and 
upwards, $2,800. 

Every surgeon on leave or waiting orderi for the first 
five years after date of commission, $1,600; for the second 
five years after dale of commission. $1,800; for the third 
five years, $1,000 ; for the fourth, $2,100 ; for twenty years 
and upwards, $2,300. 

Every passed assisUnt surgeon on duty at sea, $1,500; 
when on other duty, $1,400; when on leave or waiting 
orders, $1,100. Every assistant sui^eon on duty at sea, 
$1,250; when on other duty, $1050; when on board or 
waiting order? $800. 

B!xouse the liberty I take in m^ing this correction, and 
believe me to be, with great respect, 
Vour obedient servant, 

JoBH TaoBMBV, M.D., Surgeon, U. S. N. 
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The annual meeting of our State Medical Society has 
just closed. The session was held at MoDtpelier, l>egiDning 
on Tuesday the 16th of October. Tlie President^ Dr. E. A. 
Eniglit, of Springfield, was in the chair; and Dr. MeOoUom, 
of Woodstock, was ^pointed Secretary. Through the 
Committee on Sutgects for Discui^on the following import- 
ant subjects were submitted for consideration : 1. Pueij>eral 
OanwMimM ; % Diphtheria ; 3. RtliUion o^ Diataaa of the 
gtxual Organ* in Frmaia lo Jnaanity ; 4. The external uu of 
Ana»thelic Agents m Bpatmodic and other Painful A.ffection». 
These subjects elicited most interesting and profitable dis- 
.__!___ ,^ which the members from difierent sections of 



tlie State had an opportunity of corapuiog ttieic viewa 
Among those who participated in these discus^ooi wen 
Prof. Pkrklns, Prof, Savbohh, Drs, Knioht, Ai,lei(,Ssiiii, 
Rosa, BuLLARD, Obken, Field, and McNta. The conaider- 
ation of practical subjects Ibrma the moat mleresting feUure 
of our annual meetings, and amply repays those who ittenii 
them. In addition to these discussions, intercsling veiUl 
communications were made by several memberi. Paw. 
Sandorh, one of the most talented surgeons of New Ede- 
land, exhibited a patient upon whom he had suct^ssfully 
operated for ununited fracture, by the silver wire, tuA ex- 
plained the method. Dn. Cbandler, of St. Albans, readui 
essay upon medical ethics, which was well received, ud i 
copy solicited for the archives of the socielT. Da. Cuu 
laid before the society the spleen of a boy fifteen yeats old, 
whidi weighed seven and a half pounds. Paor. Sarmu 
offered the following resolution, which was adopted:— 
Bmolttd, Thit UHd«kig>tMi>rtks ll>dl«l ColktMbalHlniMdbjlht 

Uodla] l)r|ir«, u»f^unliui ipBoiflollT u to tha rnUUDMOt Is Hd cw 
of tb« nqnlrmnriiitl of Uia .Amsrlcu lledla] AMoelUlai, ui ntort 
■Bniully to tha 'iaittf. 

This resolution by one of the leading men in oar sdwdi, 
acknowledges that the influence of the National Uedicil 
Association is annually more and more felt You nuiMt 
too strongly urge the Association to take decided Krouwh 
on the questionof a high standard of medical eduoli(>D,iiid 
I hope to live to see the day that ite voice will be all-pow«r- 
ful in this matter. The annual address of the Presidait, 
Db. E. A. Enioht, was received, as it richly deserved, with 
general favor. The following membeia were elected to 
membership : Dr. C. M. Brioham, Pittsfield ; D». 8. Ba- 
KHAP, Barnard ; Dr. J. Horoah, Swanton ; Dr. R W. 
Carpenter, Burlington. The next semi-annuil meeticig 
will be held at Rutland. The following officers for tbt 
next year were elected : Pretident, Dr. B. P. Mdmai, of 
Bennington Centre; Ttce Prmdeitt Ds. W. Ymiai, <f 
Greensboro' ; Reeordmg Seerelary, Dr. W. McCraion, dt 
Woodstock ; Corretponding Seeretan/, Dr. C. B. CBASiiLa, 
of Montpetier ; Librarian and lyeaturer, Da. C. Cuu, of 
Uontpeher. The following gentlemen were uiptritiled 
delegates to the National M^ical Aeaociation : Psor. J. 
Perkins, Caetleton ; Ds. B. F. Morsan, Bennington ; Paon. 
C. L Allen, Castleton; E K. Sanbobm, Rutland; Di. i. 
N. Stilm, Windsor ; Dr. E. A. Kniohts, Sprinrfdd ; Dr, 
Wm, M. HcNTwaTOif, Rochester ; Prof. P. D. BwDfOBD, 
Northfield; Dr. W. L. Williams, Hartford; Dr. C. M, 
Cbandlks, Montpclier; Dr. C. U. RcrBi.EE, Montpetier. 

During tlie session, Db. Clabk brought forward tbe 
subsoripljon for erecting a monument to Hunter, inda 
committee of one from each county was appointed to 
aaust him in obtaining subsDriptions. This was one of iba 
most interesting sessions of our society which I i»n 
attended for many years. Let me add, finally, that altltnu)^ 
I have myself Init recently beorane a subacrilier to the 
Medical Times, yet on reviewing its back numbers, mi 
marking ite liberal tone, the vast stores of practical matter 
which fill its trapie puea, and ite moderate subscriptMHi 
price, I earnestly hope uiat it may have a wide urcalotioi 
in the profession of this state. Vi- 



FOREIGN CORRESPONDENCE. 

Lettar frun DATID P. SMITU, UJ>. 

UHNBOnOB. _ 

pRor. SvKJi explained and described the symptoms whidi 
led him to employ the actual cautery in joint diseosei 
They were— 1st, Severe pain, stretching from the offccU* 
joint to the one below. 2d| Loss of motion. 3d, A 
prickly sensation, as if tlio limb was asltep In his opinion 
these symptoms indii»ted commencing ulceratiun of dw 
cartilages, and were combated by nothing so cfTectuBlly « 
by the tliorough application of the hoi iron. He mentioned 
using a heated poker for a case sepn.out inlhe.counu? 
Digitized b' 
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when Uiere was no cauteij iron to be had The hospital 
patient expressed himself as entirely relieved from pain by 
the first application of iL In case of the shoulder il should 
be applied before and behind the joint ; in case of the elbow, 
over each condyle, etc. He also took occasioa to remark 
that he thought that the great facility of tying the femoral 
artery for aneurism had led surgeons to loo nastily adopt 
tbe sametreatmentincaseof other arteries. Eeconaidered 
that axillary aDeurism should always be treated by eva- 
cuating the sac and tying both ends of the artery. 

Od. 2. Mr. Syme showed a patient on whom he had 
operated for radical cure of hernia by invaginatiDg a portion 
of the scrotum in the manner now so universally practised. 
He remarked that, withoi^ wishing to detract from the 
ingenuity of various individuals, all the apparatus used for 
the purpose was unnecessarily complicatea: a piece of can- 
dle with a little piece of twine lirough one end would 
anawer all purposes. He did not think there was any dan- 
ger thai the seton-like thread would excite bo much irrita- 
tion as to make it proper to use metal instead. A £broua 
tumor of the breast was removed, and a boy's thigh ampu- 
tated for disease of the knee-joint. It was remarked, in 
speaking of the removal of wens in the scalp, in the 
negro rsoe, that they adhered to the surromKLng parts 
with far greater t«QBcity t^an ordinary, and that this pecu- 
liarity of greater density pertained to all the tissues of the 
negro — Mr. Syme claiming that he could tell from tjie obaer- 
Tsnce of this foct whether an; piece of tissue did or did not 
belong to the negro. 

Od. 3. Mr. Spenoe to-day ezcnsed a carious etbow-joinL 
It is a far easier proceeding Uiaa wonid naturally be expect- 
ed. After making the usual H incisions, the ubar nerve 
was easily euourh held out of the way, and then the clip- 
ping- off of the olecranon allowed the bones to be easily got 
at and sawn off. After their removal I found the ends of 
the humerus and ulna exhibiting a most beautifiil spedmen 
of caries. For just such disease, and for crushing of the 
joint, this operation must be invaluable. 

Od. 4. I, to-day, went through the wards with Pro£ 
Bennett, and saw many interesting medical cases. Par- 
tial and complete paralysis of the extremities seems to 
be a very common disease here, ariung no doubt from the 
insufficient oourishment of tbelowerotasaes. In the hospi- 
tals of these crowded capitals of the old world one sees 
veiT clearly that penury and want are the great producers 
of disease. What a vast and noble work it would be to 
endeavor to ameliorate the sufferings of tlie poor. Physi- 
cians see daily their hardships, and it is and must be their 
duty to arouse the upper classes to a knowledge of their 
condition, and lead to measures for tiieir relief. The rest, 
comfort, and good diet found in a hospital are poweiful 
agents for the cure of almost all diseases. Dr. Bennett 
seems fully aware of this, and pays great attention to tbe 
diet afforded his patjenta. 

Od. 13. A very severe case of erysipelas of the head 
and face has just recovered completely with tbe use of 
nourishing ftwd and stimulants. While Dr. Bennett was 
showing Uiia case and remarking that under this treatmeat 
— beef tea and wine — all got. well, except in the case of 
drunkards, a gentleman from Calcutta said he had there 
seen ten cases of idiopathic erysipelas which were treated 
antiphlogistically. Of these nine died. They became deli- 
rious soon alter the commepcement of the disease, wen 
bled largely, and soon died. Dr. Bennett did not think the 
occurrence of delirium was aay warrant for bleeding. He 
had not observed any particular benefit to arise fi'om the 
use of the tr. ferri sesquichloridL A severe case of double 
pneumonia has done very well during tbe last week under 
supporting treatment — wine, beef-tea, beef-steak. At the 
end of the seveulji day tVom the occurrence of the rigor 
copious lithates appeared in the urine, and great improve- 
ment immediately followed. A case of acute articular 
rtieumatiam was treated by drachm doses of bicarb-potas^. 
thrice doily in a good deal of water. The disease came to a 
. stand on tbe seventh day. A casa of paralysis of the upper 



extremity, of nx years' standing in one, and four years' 
standing In the other arm, has beeu under tbe treatment of 
a gentleman who professes to cure paralysis, when not de- 
pendent on manifest structural lesion, by systematic exer- 
cise of the muscles of the affected limbs. There has ss yet 
been no improvement. A cnse of tuemoptysis served as a 
text upon which Prof Bennett made remarks showing that 
he hod no confidence in the adininistration of gallic or tan- 
nic acid as styptics, except in hemorrhi^ from the eastro- 
iutcstinal mucous membrane. If gallic acid is beneficial in 
htemoptysis, he asked why should it not be in apoplexy, 
and, consequently, what reason is there for using it in the 
one disease and not in the other? In the case under con- 
sideration he relied upon perfect rest, nourishing diet, cup- 
ping, and tbe application of nitrate of silver to the larynx 
to quiet a ten^ng cough. 
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Railsoads. — Many of the Continental 

Railways ore divided into medical sections, to each < 



Errata. — In Dr, Agnew's article, in the last numbcrj on 
page 308, 11th and 15th lines from bottom, for corneal, 
resd ooratai; make the some correction, page 300, 3d line 
from the tap ; page 308, 6th line fi^m bottom, for upper, 
read lower; page 309, 1st line from top, for form, read 

CxsABEAN Sectioh. — On Saturday. Nov. 3, this opera- 
tion was performed for contracted pelvis, at Bellevue Hos- 
pital, by Dr. B. F. Babkib. The mother continued to do 
well until the fifth day. when vomiting occurred, and death 
soon after followed. The child weighed nine pounds. 

It is stated that, at the Veterinary School, at AlTort, 
operative surgery is t«ught upon the body of the living 

which IS appointed a ijualified surgeon, whose duty it is b 
treat all who meet with accidents, and to attend the em- 
ploy& upon the road. He receives a regular salary. 

Tbe Afotbecaries of Boston have determined to close 
their stores on Sundays from 1 to 6 p.m. 

Tbk Committee on Health, of the Common Council of 
Jersey City, ore about to erect a new hospital at the foot 
Washington street, adjoining the Almshouse. The cost 
atleuding tbe construction of the hospital will not exceed 
11,300, to be paid out of tbe city treasury. 

A PHII.ADELFH1A DocTOB luts bceu detected sending coun- 
terfeit bills to druggists with his prescriptions, the patient 
being an accomplice. 

In Dickens's " Tale of Two Cities," the hero, Charles 
Dumay, is stupefied with ether or chloroform, in 1793, 
more than fifty years before they had been made known. 

Sam Fkakcisoo. — The number of physicians in this ci^, 
according to (he recently published Directory^ is 189 ; 
increase m one year, 20 ; number left business in the last 
twelve months, 66 : number still in business, 114. 

Mile Tbadi is Nbw Yobk. — This city receives by rwl- 
road, independently of the supply from swill-fed manufao- 
tm«, 180,000 quarts of milk daily ; this is pud for at the 
rat« of seven cents per quart, making the yearly aggregate 
of about $5,000,000. The Harlem Bailrosd is said to 
derive an annual revenue from this source of |250,000. 

DioiTALiB ni Deubidh TBEMENe. — Mr. Jones of Jersey 
(Eng.) reports great suooess in (be treatment of dehrium 
tremens by large doses of th« tincture of digitalis. He 
gives from half ounce to ounce dose& and repeats them fre- 
quently ; the effect being to quiet Ice nervous excitement 
and lower the pulse. 

BioaRAPBT 0/ Dr. Dbakb.— ProC W. H. N. Magruder, 
of Baton Rouge, La., is said to be engi^ed on a biogwphy 
of the late Dr. Drake. He soUcits information from those 
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who have letters or papers wLich niBy be of Tilue in snch 
an undertaking. 

A RiTtiWER in the Botton'AM. and Surg. Jmaiud says : 
" We repeat, knowmglj, and in spite of all that has been 
Bud, tiu fint rruiAenticatrd com of a«alk from tuiphurie dha- 
hat ytttoht made Imown." The writer of this paragraph, 
who claims to speak '' knowinglj," cannot do the profes- 
sion a ^eater service than bj publishing the facts upon 
which ho resta his assertiotL 

Measles koi a Necesbart Disease. — Dr. Lankester, one 
of the English Medical Officers of Health, believes that 
measles is one of the prevenlible dlaeases. He says: — " It 
is undoubtedly preventible by tlie same precautions as the 
other forma ofcontagiuus dineaM, but so ineradicably fixed in 
the minds orallporents is the notion that children must have 
the measles, and that it is a mild and harmless disease, 
that nothing which can be said or done for its prevention 
will carry any weiftht with them." 

SrAtisnca or IiiBECiLrri^ — It is estimated that in Eng- 
land and Wales there are 12,000 persons of all ages belong- 
ing to the class of imbeciles ; of these, 2,500 are regarded 
as suitable subjects for school training, hot provision exists 
for only 600. In Scotland there are about 3,000 imbeciles, 
600 of whom are capable of improvement; provision exists 
for only 86. In Ireland, there were, in 1867, 4906 imbe- 
ciles, with no educations provbion. 

Tna British Association for the Fromodon of Social 
Science, recentlj met at Gla^w, Lord Brougham pre- 
siding. In his inaugural the President called attention to 
the Sanitary Department, wbich bj ita inquiries had caused 
legislation upon quarantine, the passage of a bill for repress- 
ing the adulteration of food, improvements in the public 
records of sJc-knem and mortality, the appointment of an 
Indian Arm^ Sanitary Commission, and concluded by 
urging upon its attention the recent blal railway acddenta. 
" It is remarteble," he adds, " that the evil is confined to 
Great Britain. In France, the gre*ter discipline and more 
careful adminiBtration, even more than the less speed, and 
the want of eicurdon trains, is probably the reason that 
grave accidents there are all but unknown." A lar^ num- 
ber of interesting papers on Sanitary matters were read by 
the leading Sanitarians of England. 
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©ri^inal f rttnns. 

LECTURES ON 
STRICTURE OF THE URETHRA, 

PEELInmAHr TO THE 

CLIKICAL COURSE ON DISEASE OF THE GENITO- 
URINARY ORGANS. 

DELITEBED AT THB CNITEEEITT MEDICAL COLLEOK 

W. H. TAN BUREN, M.D., 



LEcnntE IIL 
Im order that ; ou majr faUy appreciate the gnTit^ of the 
diseue we are Btudjicg, I ahail ask your sttentioD, in the 
next ptkce, to tlie consequences which most generally follow 
the fonnation of permanent stricture in the urethra, and 
tbe various aymptoma to which it gives rise. The nature 
uid source of the gltetg ducharge, one of the earliest and 
moet frequent symptoms of etricture, hu already been 
noticed. This may conmst amply of a alight increase of 
the natural moisture of the walls of the canal, or it may 
amount to a purulent diacbarge, according to the extent of 
the altered surface of the mucous membrane, and the 
degree of inflammation which is present; or, it may be 
wanting entirely. In proportion to the amount of obstruc- 
tion oppoeed to the firee passage of urine, at first distension, 
and then dilatation, takes place ni the urothrs immediately 
behind the stricture. Inflammation involves the mucous 
membrane lining the dilated portion of tJie canal, causing 
aneaainess and pain in the periiueura, and often an increased 
amount of dischnrge. This, in the progress of events, may 
lead to its ulceration, or rupture, end to the consequent 
eairavatation of urine into the tissues which surround the 
urethr* — coming on soddenly and extending widely, or. 
advancing more slowly in the form of periaaeai ahvxu, and 
resiiltJDg m vrmary fibula ; the latter result being in some 
degree a conservative process, by which nature establishes 
a new outlet for the urine — its natural channel being in 
danger of total obstruction. When the prostatic division 
of the urethra is involved in this dilatation, inflammation is 
liable to be propagated alon^ the lining membrane of the 
ejaculatory duets to the semmal vesicleti, and through the 
vasa deferentia to the epidid;fmes and testicles, dving rise 
to chronic induralion — sometimes to abscess. The same is 
trne in regard to the prostatic ducts and glands. Inflam- 
loation and abscess more rarely attack the glands of 
Cowper, The bladder itself is Sable to equalhr serioiu 
cbanges from the iocreased efforts which it is called on to 
make in order to force ita contents through the narrowed 
canal; at first distuifoed innervation, leading to simplo 
irritability and more fret^uent colls to pass water; then, 
from prolonged contact with its walls, the urine, becoming 
irritant from the chemical changes whicli it undergoes, 
caoees positive inflammation of its lining membrane — or 
et/tttttM. This morbid condition, most commonly known as 
CBtarrh of the bladder, is a very frequent complication of 
advoDced stricture, and adds greatly to the sufferings of the 
patient. The purulent discharge from the inflamed mucous 
membrane of the bladder, acted upon by the ammonia of 
the altered urine, which results from the decompiosition of 
its urea, is transformed into a viscid, tenacious, translucent 
materiu, generally and incorrectly called mucous, which 
BiUieres to the bottom of tlie vessel into which the urine ia 



passed, and adds moteriaUj to the difficulty of voiding it. 
If you agitate pus from an^ source,, in a test tube, wiUi a 
Tew drops of ammonia, or liquor potasste. this same viscid 
material results; this, in fact, is one of the standard tests 
by which [>us is recognised, when its nature is in doubt. 
The urine in which Uiis alteration has occurred in the 
bladder is generally fishy in its odor, or often more oCTeo- 
Am. M«d. Twmi, Vol. L, No. 20. 



eively fetid. Meanwhile the muscular coat of the bladder, 
from being constantly subjected to increased effort in the 
expulsion of the urine, becomes unnaturally thick and dense 
— or liypertropliiod, and through the interstices between 
its reticulated fibres tbe mucous lining of the organ is some- 
times protruded so as to form bf^-likc projections or *aamlt 
upon its outer surface, and these in some instances attain a 
lai^ size, or become the seat of calculoua concretions 
deposited from the altered and stagnant urine. 

Thus we have ohronic inflammation of its mucous mem- 
brane, hypertrophy of its muscular coat, general thickening 
of its walls, ana contraction of its cavity, as the changes to 
which the bladder is liable in consequence of stricture of 
the urethra. These changes take place slowly and often 
inudiously, but they are very common complications of 
chronic stncture. More rarely we find the bladder perma- 
nently dSaled, generally as a consequence of over dis- 
tension, or repeated attacks of retention of urine early ia 
the history of the case ; and it is la these coses of dilated 
bladder that we most frequently encounter inamtinaux of 
uritu as a symptom of stricture. Tbe ureters are also liable 
to dilatation, more frequently than tlie bladder, and this oo- 
casioually reaches an extreme degree, involving the pelvis 
of the kidneys : and, the same causes continuing in action. 
Uie secreting atrocto re of these organs ia ultima^y invaded 
and so far altered as to interrupt their function. This then 
is one of the modes by which stricture of the urethra leads 
to a latal result ; deaUi being preceded generally by symp- 
toms of unemia from obstructed function of the kidneys. 
I exhibited to the class, not a great while ago, the urethra, 
bladder, ureters, and kidneys of a patient over sixty years 
of age, who died in this manner after having suffered from 
stricture over thirty years; the organs showed the dianges 
I have described in an extreme degree, the bladder bemg 
contracted and hypertrophied, the ureters dilated and thick- 
ened — one of them being aunost equal in diameter to a 
small intestine — and the tubular structure of the kidneys 
entirely destroyed. The specimens before you^ most of 
them Irom the surgical museum of Professor Mott, will 
serve to illustrate the morbid conditions which result from 
chronic stricture. 

I have said nothing thus far of the mfluence of stricture 
in impeding tbe ejection of the seminal fluid ; it is obvioua 
that m Benous obstructions of the canal this must in great 
proportion find its way backwards into the bladder, and 
pdn in the perfonnance of the sexual act is ofren com- 
plained of; and yet I am bound to say that except in very 
aggravated cases, the disease is not as often the cause of 
impotence and sterihty, in our sex, as from its serious cha- 
racter we should be led to infer. Involuntary seminsl emi»- 
siona ore apt to be rendered more frequent by the presence 
of stricture. 

Patients suffering from stricture are liable, from slight 
causes, to suffer from rigors, followed by fever and profuse 
sweats. These are often provoked by the introduction of 
instruments into the canal ; they resemble very closely tbe 
ordinary woiysms of Mpie, but do not recur with the same 
periodical regularity, ana are also, to a certain extent, bene- 
fited by the administration of quinine. A chill may occur 
without any subsequent fever or a chill arid febrile porox- 

KD>, without being followed oy pen^iration. When they 
ppen in connexion with retention of urine the sweating 
is often exceedingly profuse, and the clothing saturated with 
it exhales on odor of urine. They ore exploiuod by the 
peculiar sympathy which the nervous system manifests with 
diseases of the genito-urinarj organs, and are often Byiiq>- 
tomatic of tbe various inflammatory changes which I have 
described. Their frequent occurrence suggests suspicion of 
serious disease of the kidneys, and, as a general rule, cen- 
tra-indicates operative interference. The morbid conditions 
of the urethra, bladder, ureters, kidneys, &c., already enu- 
merated, explain also the pains in the perineum, thighs, 
groins, hips, and loins, so often complained of by patients 
with stricture, as well as the irritable state of nervous svs- 
tem which so frequently accompanies the disease. This 
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ktter coDditioB is sggrsvaled, and the powers of life atill 
more exhauud, b; the inevitable lost or Rieep coasequent 
npot) the necewitj for emptying the bladder at verj sbort 
ioterrals, and by me pain ana discomfort which accompany 
the act. The straining to pass water ii also liable to pro- 
duce Htrnia, or to aggravate an existing rupture, and thuf 
the fretjuent coincidence of the two diseases is explained. 
For a like reason prolaptui of the rretum ia often present, 
H in patients suffering with stone in the bladder; and a 
person who has a bad slrictnre is always liable to have the 
cootenta of the Iwwel escape whilst voiding his urine, and 
is therefore ownnelled to provide against this contingency. 

But perfaapa tlie most serious of all the consequences of 
■Irictare, aoa one that is liable to obtrude itself at sn; 
period of the disease, is the occurrence of stoppage, or TtUn- 
■tM of •irmc. This very unpleasant symptom is by no 
means confined to the advanced stages of the disease, as 
might be supposed ; it may occur among its earliest mani- 
festations ; in taxA, it not veiy unfrequently happens that the 
fint serious intimation, which the patient receives that he 
has a stricture, is a sudden inability to empty the bladder. 
After dining out, or a late supper with extra indulgence in 
stUDulants, particularly malt liquors or champagne, a person 
retires to rest, and is awaked towards morning with a fiill 
bladder and an ui^nt desire to relieve it; he attempts to 
do so, hut is surprised to find that not a drop will pass, and 
that no amount of straining wiQ force it The sensations 
wludt scooDipaoy this discovery are most unpleasant; the 
pain aad nrening desire to empty the bladder incrense 
rsfridlT wiui the conviction that it is impossible to gratify 
it, and finally the surgeon is sou^t, who uses the means 
pnqier to give reheC and informs the sufferer for the first 
tine, pe^ps, tliat no has a stricture, and advises him to 
submit to treatment for its cure. If the patient is wise and 
docils he follows the advice,' and is soon, by judicious 
mana^ment, rendered secure against a second attack of 
retentioQ. 

But matters do not always pass in this way ; patients 
with retention of urine and stricture are, for the most part, 
neither wise nor docile, and often are taught to pursue the 
right course only after much painful experience. More- 
over, an attack of retention is not always promptly and 
safely rdieved ; want of docility on the part of the patient, 
or perchance, absence of the requisite knowledge, tact, or 
gentleness in the employment of instrumenls, on the part 
of his attendant, may occasion lacerationof the urethra, and 
the establiahment of faUe pamaga — a result which, I am 
compelled to say, happens not very unfrequently— and a 
case of stricture, after this occurrence, is a much more diffi- 
cult and dangerous one to surgeon and patient An attack 
ofretention majr also lay the foundation of future inflam- 
mation, paralysis, or dilatation of the bladder; it is for these 
reasons that I have spoken of it as one of the most dan- 
gerous complications of stricture. 

The pathology of an attack of retention of urine, such as 
I have described, is simply this: an altered portion of the 
arethrsi mucous membrane has been left behind by a 

Enorrhoea; it is not suflicieutly extensive or serious to 
ve as yet occasioned any symptoms of stricture which 
have ktlzacted attention— perhaps not even a gleety dis- 
charge — but nevertheless the changes described in a former 
lecture are slowly taking place in it. In this condition the 
nrine it suddenly loaded with crystals of uric acids, or ren- 
dered otherwise irritating, by excess in eating or drinking, 
and the contact of this unne, acting as a mechanical or 
chemicd irritant — for crystals of uric acid are large enough 
■nd have sufBciently sharp angles to irritate severely by 
their contact-— gives rise to acute inflammation of (he altered 
portion of the urethra, with increased swelling and scnsibi- 
li^, and consequent spasm, by reflex action, of the " com- 
pressor" muscle, and the organic muscular fibres by which 
It ia surrounded. The essential elements in the local dis- 
ease of the urethra, are, inflammatory swelling in its walls; 
and the proper remedies are, the skilful employment of a 
"*"•-'- '*• ^r without the assistance of an anesthetic 



catheter, with oi 



agent, to relieve the retention ; and the use of alkaline and 
demulcent drinks, a cathartic, and perhaps a warm bath and 
leeches, to allay tite inflammation. 

Having thus detuled the principal conseqnencea and 
complications of permanent sti-icture, I shall next enumerate 
the symptoms by which the disease is characterised. The 
first and earliest of these is gleet, of which T have already 
spoken ; it will he suffident to add that the presence of ihu 
symptom, in connexion with the previous existence of a 
gonorrhcea, in any case, is ^ood ground for sunncion that 
a stricture may exist, and it renders a thoroogh examina- 
tion of the patient prqier and necesary. The next sj^ii^ 
toms, in order, are, increased frequency of desire to mictu- 
rate ; pain or uneaanese in performing the act; alteration 
in the sfa^>e and siee of the stream of urine ; the necesmty 
of a longer time to thorou^ly evacuate the bladder; a 
sense of obetruction to the free passSKe of the urine, and 
inability to project the stream with Uie usual degree of 
force ; and " dribbling," or the esc^ie of more or less nritte 
after the bladder has been apparently fairly emptied of ila 
contents. The existence of one or more of these synipt<Mnsi 
in addition to a gleety discharge, necessitates the physical 
exploration of the cans! by means of appropriate instni- 
ments, and I shall proceed lo describe tlie proper mode of 
conducting this examination, inasmuch as it constitates the 
most valuable means al our command for establishing the 
absolute diagnosis of st ' 
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REPORT OF A CASE OF SCARLET FEVER. 
DEirn FBOH PKKicARnins and seboub trrcmoN is tbe fleu- 



Bt J. LEWIS SMITH, M.D., 

CDSATu tv na chiui*i noiriTAL. 
Thers is probably no disease which ends fatally in cucli 
a variety of ways as scarlet fever. Death, in tlus aSecticm, 
may occur from convulsions, from closure of the throat 
through inSammatJon, from theyieldingof the vital powers 
to the intensity of the poison, from mucous or serous mflam- 
mation, from dropsy, and fifom exhaustion consequent on 
the formation of atiscesses in the neck. On account of 
these many sources of danger, epidemics of this disease are 
usually attended by a fcar&l mortality. For the same re»- 
son, sJso, the patient not unfi^uenlly dies unexpectedly, 
since death, which perhaps was arrested when threatening 
in one direction, may approach insidiously in another. 
The following case iUustrates this remark : The fever. 
which set in violently, was suiciding, and no untoward 
symptom was noticed, except pain in 5ie epigastric region, 
which was also somewhat relieved. She was utting in 
bed, apparently in no present danger, when her respiration 
became embarrassed, and within three hours she expired. 
The immediate cause of death was uncertain until revealed 
by the autopsy. 

There was little of interest as regards the symptoms in 
this case, except as they were related to the post-mortem 
^pearances. Vomiting, which ushered in the .disease, ia 
known to be of common occurrence at the incepliou of 
scarlet fever. I have known it present in forty-three outof 
fifty-one eases, of which I have records, and in three of the 
remaining eight, retching was observed ; so that irritabiUty 
of the stomach is a symptom of some diagnostic value it 
the commencement of this affection. 

Apnl 7lh, I860.— C., an English dri, 5 yeais and 10 
montlis old, had nnlformly good healtti, except an attack 
of measles, until one year ago, when she suffered from 
pertussis. The paroxysmal cough subsided after the usual 
time, but a stigfit cough remained. On the 4th inst she 
was taken with vomiting and fever, previously to which 
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for a few d>7S she twd been dull, and her appetite poor. 
On tha 6Ui tbo afBorescence appeared, the BiirTacc was hot, 
pulse full and quick, stomach still in-Jtable, and the bowels 
confined. At night aha was delirious. On the 6th there 
was little alteration. To-daj pulae 158 ; respiration natural, 
untesi a little accelerated; moderate swelling under the 
ean, with tenderness. Treatment ; slices of salt pork to 
the neck ; cold applications to the head ; mustard pedilu- 
»ia; ^Tc one teaspoonful every three hours of the follow- 
ing mixture: B Spts. etber nitr. ;ii. ; potass, chlorat. 3i.; 
ayr. simp. 3 i. sa. M. SA,— Pulse 148 ; is quite restless, but 
rational; haa had five scanty dejections; urine contains 
granular urate of ammonia. 90i. — Pulse 124, when asleep; 
wa« not delirious through tlie nic;ht, and rested more 
quietly; passes urine freely, and the appearance of this 
seorettou la mors natural ; dejections still rather frequent 
Kid scanty: continue the mixture with beef broth and 
otbar uouriahing drink.1. lOtA.—Pulse 153 ; urine passed 
freely, and is natural ; dejections still ratlier frequent ; sits 
in bed a oonaiderable part of the time. IllA.— Pulse 140 ; 
raspiratjon moderately accelerated, but its rhythm natural ; 
oompluns of a severe pun in the epigastric region, which 
is tender on pressure, and prominent ; the respiratory mur- 
mor can be heard in all parts of the chest ; resonance on 
perooaaion not materially impaired, but there seems to be 
a alight aeroua efiuaion at the base of tbo right pleural 
caTity; condition of the digestive organs the same. Apply 
linseed poultjce to the epigastric region, and give pulv, 
ipecac comp. gr. iiu every four hours. 120i. — Passed a rest- 
laaanight; pulse 130 to 140; epigaatricregion still the seat 
of aevere pain, and tender on pressure ; considerable dis- 
lenaioa at this point, and dulnesa on percussion ; when 
aaked where she feels pain, points to the throat and epigas- 
tric region ; dejections atiU rather free, and the quantity of 
urine passed about natural ; surface warm and the rash fad- 
ing. Apply a leech to the epigastric region, and continue 
Other treatment 13th — Epigastric pain less seyerc, but 
still tendemees on pressure; pulse about the game ; has a 
alight cough, though tho respiration is not materiatty dis- 
turbed. Continue the powders, a half or a whole one, 
accMding to the pain. 

She appeared better through the morning of the 13th, 
sitting much of the time in bed, and talking rationally ; at 
3 P.M. her respiration became short and gasping, with pulse 
atrong, and mind clear. Her voice gradually failed so that 
die spoke in a whisper, with an effort, and at 5 p.u. death 
occurred, apparently from obstructed respiration. 

Autopfy, 24 hourt afUr deaih.~-Body but little emaci- 
ated ; half an oance to one ounce of turbid serum in the 
[Mrinrdium, and a recent fibrinous deposit of almost a gela- 
tinoua appearance at the base of the heart, lying at the 
commencement of the aorta — valves and cavities of the 
heart Bonnal ; from four to dx ounces of transparent serum 
in each pleural cavity, and no fibrinous deposit on either 
aide ; mucous membrane of the hrom^ial tubes vascular, 
and muco-pus could be pressed firom them; both lungs 
were inflated, with the exception of the posterior portion 
cf each lower Iol>e, which, over a moderate extent, was 
dark colored, firm, non-crepitant, and of greater specific 
grarity than water; liver considerably enlarged, extending 
■ome four inches below the ribs ; this or^n congested, but 
otherwise of natural appearance ; upon its convex surTace, 
corresponding with the seat of the pun, was a white rough 
patch of fibrin, about an inch and a half in diameter ; kid- 
neys congested ; stomach, small intestines, and the first 
dlviuon of the colon, healthy; mucous membrane of the 
tranaveise and descending portions moderately vascular 
aod thickened, without ulcerations, the lesions evidently of 
mild colitis ; meeenteric glands somewhat enlarged ; brain 
not examined. Under the microscope, the blood discs and 
the white corpuscles were apparently in the usual propor- 
tion, but the former were disposed to aggregate. The 
dark and non-crepitant portions in the lungs contained 
exudation corpuacles; in the hver were fewer oil globules 
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MODIFICATION OF MR. BOWMAN'S OPERATION 

OBSTRUCTION OP THE LACHKTMAL DUCT. 

BY J. E. MACDONALD, M.D. 
The operation of Mr. Bowman, for the cure of obstructloa 
of the nasal duct, has been attended with so much success 
that it is important to every practitioner to avail himaelf <m 
its advantages. Its first stage, however, slitting up of the 
canaliculus, is somewhat awkward and difficult, and would 
to many, unaccustomed to manipulate the eyelida, prove an 
obstacle to ita successful performance or deter them from 
its attempt This difficulty is entirely removed by a modi- 
fication of this stage which I have now employed for a year 
and a half^ and which admila of easy accomplishment by 
the poorest surgeon. 

Mr. Bowman inserts into the punctum lachrymalium, and 
then pas&ea along the canaliculus, a fine grooved director, 
by which he guides a small bistoury through the tube and 
slits it up. The canaliculus being but shwt, con only engase 
the director for a short distance from its point, and the 
slightest motion of it or of the patient's head, will wholly 
or partially diaengage it, in either caae neceasitating a re-ad- 
justment before passing in the bistoury, or if it occur during 
the passage of the knife, complicating the operation. I bare 
therefore done away entirely with the director, and only 
employ ablunt-poioted, narrow, and alightly curved bistoury, 
the blade of which is about three quarters of an inch long) 
the heel about three eixteentlia of an inch broad, and which 
tapera to a fine blunted point a very little probe ahaped 
(see cut, a). It is sharp on ita concave edge, cutting to the 



point which is very narrow, and to provide for ita atrength, 
the back is aomewbat stout, and delicately clubbed at ita 
extremity. 

To operate on the right eye, I aeat the patient on a chair 
in front of me, support hia head against my breaat, aod lifl 
the upper lid alightly with the fingera of my left hand. I 
then hold the instrument between the thumb and fore-fin- 
ger of my right hand verdcally over the internal canChua of 
the eye to be operated upon, and with the ring-finger of 
same hand press the taml bonier of the lid sguuat the . 
lower orbital margin. By sUding the lid outwards aloiig 
this maigin, I draw out and expose the punctum, and make 
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the cuiftliculiM tense and BtrtighL I dow engage the point 
or tlie iDBtrument vertically In the puDcUim, then, bv 
depressing its handle outwuds till nearlv horizontal, will 
tuLTe ita axis in the direction of that of the canaliciilua. 
Retaiaiog the firm outward tractjonon the lower lid, I push 
the instrument forwards (inwards) traversing and slitting up 
the canal, the groove of which, being ite own director, it 
will follow. When the point nas reached the bonv plate 
of tbe cans], in other words, has entered the Uchrj-mol sac, I 
h!t the instrument out, allowiag it to cut its waj through 
the tiesues, thus laying open the whole extent of the cansL 
It is now easy to msert the probe into the sac, and pass it 
down to dilate the stricture. 

The foregoing cut ahowa the knife with its point engaged 
in the punctual, and about being depressed from the verti- 
cal to the horizontal position. 

"Son. — The above was written previous to my departure 
for Burope, and was to have been sent to this Journal for 
publication at that time, but was forgotten. Since my 
return, 1 have learned that Mr. Bowman has for aome time 
himself dispensed with the use of the grooved director 
in thii operation. I heard nothing of thm, however, while 
I was in London, although I showed my instrument to 
Mr. Hulke, Mr. Wordsworth, and Mr. Bader of the Moor- 
fields Ho-ipital, to which Mr. B. is attached, and operated 
with it for Mr. Hancock and Mr. Hogg at the Westminster 
Ophthahnic Hos[)itaL I think therefore that Ur. Bowman 
has not yet published anything on this new method. 



Reports of fospttals, 

NEW YORK HOSPITAL. 
Dnnicu noM Cakduo Diaura bujiyio bt tbi Imha- 

tBcportM bj J. 0. AoDOR, U.D., BeUor AMtatut] 

2.uns HnHAH, aged 22, admitted July 8th, 1S60. Patient 
had acute rbeumatism four years before, since which 
time he had au&ered from symptoms indicating cardiac dia- 
ease. At tjmea had attacks of dyspncea, and about six 
months before bis admission be noticed that the dyspno-a 
iscreaaed, and that bia feet began to swell. Alter hia 
•dmisaion he had an occasional recarrenoe of these attacks 
of dyspnoea, during one of which complete hemiplegia took 
place, which, however, pasacd off under the operation of a 
warm enema. Under the use of diuretics the cedema of 
the feet entirely disam>eared, and the patient waa restored 
to a fair measure of^ health. About this time, however, 
necroaia of the tibia occurred, and a free inciaion was made 
through the soft parts from which an abundant suppuration 
tookptaee. 

The following extract from the Hoepital records presents 
the interesting features of the case: " OeLlblh. The patient 
has hod 00 attack of dyspntea since Sept. 2l)th. The 
wound in leg suppurates freely. Tongue clean, appe^te 
good, bowels regular, pulse SO, of fair strength and regu- 
urity. Oct. 26(A. Patient remuncd in about the same con- 
dition as described in last report until this morning, when, 
without any apparent cause, he was suddenly attacked 
with pain in the chest accompanied by severe dyspnixa and 
great restleesnesa. The usual means were resorted to, vis. 
dry oupa and sinapisnM to the cheat, and Hoffman's ano- 
dyne and tr. valerian intemallv, but with little or no effect; 
the dyspncea continuinfj gradutJly to increase during the 
day, and at times becoming so severe that the face assumed 
k dark blue color, the surface became cold and the respira- 
tion quick and short, and the patient turned violently aoout 
in the bed. At present, (evening) the symptoms are as fol- 
lows : Patient ties on his left side, with his head raised ; 
•ur&oe cool and dry, face of a dusky bue, lips dark blue ; is 
unable to speak; is very thirsty, but swallows with difiG- 
oulty; pupik widely dilated and inaensihleta light' respira- 
Uon 3fipw minute; pulsesboutl30,TeryBmallandsCBrcely 



perceptible 
neart very d 



. ^ . . at the wrist; bruit with the fint sound of the 
leart very dialincL In both lungs the brondiial refl{»ratot7 
sounds are very loud, but the vesicular murmur, if present, 
is renilered inaudible by the n<HBe made in the effort to 
breathe. Ordered the means above mentimed to be 
repeated as often as neoeesary, and carbonate of 
with brandy or wine, to be adnhuiatered as 
required. — Od. 2TtA a.n. Passed a restless and almost 
slcepleas night, and this morniof; there is no ameUorvtion - 
of the symptoms, but rather an mcreaae in their seventy. 
Ho still tosses reatles^y about ; the surface is cold, and 
there is no pulse at the wrist ; in other req)ect3 he is in the 
same condition aa described in last note, except that be 
appeam to he weaker, and at limes has a low, muttering drii- 
num. Above mentioned means still persistently used, but 
with tittle or no reliefl r.M. Symptoms continuing to 
t>ecome gradually more severe, and the speedy i^proai^ 
of death tieing apparently inevitable, it was suggested that 
the inlialmtion of oxygen might afford relief 

" By request of the atten£ng phyucian, Dr. A. H. Smith 
brought his ^paratus for the generation 6t oxygen, and at 
about 2 p.u. he began its administration. Before the 
commencement of the inhalation patient's symptoms were 
as follows: Whole surEaoeoold; face of a duskybhieoolor: 
lips quite black ; eyes prominent, pupile widely dilated ana 
immovable; can scarcelv l>e aroused; is speechless, and 
BwaltowB unwillingly and with difficulty ; respiration aboot 
40 per minute, short and labored ; no pulaa whatever at 
the wrist. Within 15 minutes after he began to inhale the 
oxygen signs of relief were apparent. The reatkasneea 
ceased ; the breathing became much easier ; pulse became 
perceptible at wrist; intelligence began to return; and 
waking from bis lethargy, he complained of the coldness of 
his body, and desired more clothing. The hot-air bath was 
employed. The improvement in his condition continued, 
until, at the expiration of an hour, the following note 
c^ the (^mploms was made: Surface warm and ^rhtly 
moiit; lace almost natural in color; lips blue; pupils almost 
normal in size and reacting to light ; anawera questiofis 
intelligently, and expresses hia wants; swallows without 
difficulty ; respiration quite esey and about 25 per minute ; 
pulse 120 and of moderate strength, though small. After 
this the oxygen was administered at intervals as he seemed 
to require it. At times he would receive it with pleasure, 
and would even seise the tube from which he inhaled it 
with avidity. He obtained some repose, and remained 
quite easy and comfortable during the evening and night 
until about 3 a.m., when be was suddenly seized with 
another violent paroxysm of dyqincea, and notwithstand- 
ing the inhalation of oxygen and (he employment of all 
other means for his relief be speedily succumbed to th« 
severity of his disease." 

The miiopty revealed extensive disease of the cardiao 
valve^ accompanied by hypertrophy. The left lung was 
entirely congested, and felt hard and firm under preesuie, 
and did not crepitate except at ita very apex. The right lung 
was moderately congested in its lower half, but was well 
aerated in the upper portion. The trachea wid larger bron- 
chial tubes were considerably congested and lined with 
viscid mucus. AH the abdominal oi^ans, and also the 
brain, were more or test congested, but otherwise healthy. 

The oxygen waa inhaled at about the rate of 1,500 or 
2,000 cubic inches per hour, mixed with common air. 
During the last paroxysm the distress of the patient and 
the consequent extreme jactitation, rendered an efficient 
administration of the gas impossible 



HosFrrtu for Cokvausomis. — The Lanetl ui^es the 
establishment of hospitals for the convakacent poor, who 
from being obliged to return to their work or to their 
miserable dwellings before they have entirely recovered, 
are thereby rendered again invalid. Such establisiunents 
should be in healthy localities, as by the sea-side; It states 
that individual Buhecriptions for toe sick poor of London 
amount to the enormous annual sum of jC330,000. 
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BELLEVUE HOSPITAL. 

SeBTICB of Db. J. W. a GOULIT. 

Frictcbb or Radius; Unioh duated bt FsiCHA^tcT. 
Epitbeuai. Cakcir or Lxo. 

[EepatUd bji EmtMi Maioii, U.D^ Hooh SBrgHm.] 

UAfiDALmA BoHio, aged 23, bora id Oermuij, domestic, 
l«mperftt«, was tdmitMd Uarch 2S, tuSering Trom a com- 



:, crapitus plajolj felt, and the carpal bonea seemed 
■a u uie; had been denuded of t^eir periosteum ; from tbe 
orepitua they preaenled when rubbed t^ether^ all power 



her fingers bad been lost Sbe receired tins injury by 
doping upon the side- walk, and throwing out her lianda in 
order to break her fUL When admitted, patient waa in a 
Mtriag condition, and was tiao in her MTenth month of 
pregnaacy. Beside* the fracture, she preaented a large 
abeoeiaov«' the origin orthegaatrocnemiuB muscle, exUnd- 
iagMvenl inches down the i^ of the lefl I^. The abscess 
was opeaed, and nearly a pint of pus was evacuated. The 
limb was placed in aide splinis, and tonics, stimulants, and 
aa nourishing a diet as the bouM afforded, were freely 
administered. Under this treatment her condition rapidly 
iisproTed ; the discharge bom the abaceas, which at first 
WM Tery fetid, soon improved under injections of warm 
water, one part, Labamque's solution, thrae parts ; together 
with dressings of bale. Peru and picked lint. AprU 9. — 
A bed sore made its appearauce over the cuboid bone of 
(he left foot, which soon disappeared under dressings of 
bals. Peru and lint. For the last two days patient has been 
able to move her fingers. On the ISth the splints were 
remoTed, but tliere having been no attempt at union they 
ware reapplied. Afay 6.-~She complained very much of 
her led knee, which was now very much swollen and 
infiamed ; leeches were applied, and i^o a lotioa composed 
of opium and lead, which bo<hi relieved her symptoBOO. 
Crepitus could still be lelt in the arm. The abscees up<m 
her leg is very much contracted, and has almost entirely 
healed under the above treatment May 11. — Crepitus 
atiil apparent ; at this date sbe was taken with labor pains, 
and after a natural labor was delivered of ahealthy male child 
weighing five and a half pounds. On the I6th the ^Inls 
were removed, and upon examination union was found to 
have taken place ; the splints were rewplied, and the 
abacesa, wbicn had agwn begun to dis^srge fetid pus, 
was dressed as before. There was also a large sinus, which 
had made its appearanoe upon the inner aqtect of the tibia 
aioce her conSnement, which was freely laid open, and a 

' Doidtice applied. 25tA.— The spiinU having become 

tAey were removed, and the external lateral ligament 
seemed to have given away, the ulna being displaced 
Upwards and outwards. This luxation waa readily reduced, 
and a single strught splint, with a pad under the wrist, 
vas applied over the back of the band and arm, and the 
limb firmly bound down upon the splint by bands of adhe- 
nre plaster. The ulna was dius kept in position. In about 
(bur weeks afterwards the flints were removed, and pas- 
vve motion used, together with the warm douche ; the 
[tatient being able to use her fingers tolerably well at this 
time. She remained in ^e Hospital till August the 
ieth, when she was discharged, having ven' good motion 
of her hand, and but little displacement of the ulna out- 
wards. The radius, however, presented a good deal of the 
usual deformity consequent upon this clsss of fractures. 
The result, considering the nature and compUoaliona of 
the case, was very satiafsctory. It is well also to state that 
after the first four days she waa not permitted to nutse her 
child. 

ErrrHsuAt, Cahoeroi 

Tbrihce SHEBiDAy, nuuTied, aged TO, laborer, temperate, 
of good constitution, was admitted into the Hoopital April 
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14, 1S60, with the fbllowing history :— Thirty-five yean 
ago he received a blow from a stone upon his ririit leg, on 
the inner aspect of the tibia, ^out four inches below the 
knee-jobt. He soon recovered from this injury, being abb 
in a few days to resume his usual occupation. The Bpring 
following he noticed a small tumor over the seat of the ft»r- 



■iderabla pain. This swelling, he stales, was opened by a 
surgeon, and pus evacuated, and the limb poulticed, when 
after a few days both awellinga had entirely disappeared, 
Mid he considered hiniself welt. Eight ye«rs afterwards, 
what he describes as a wart, aa large as his little flrger dmI, 
appeared over the seat of the old sore. TiM gave him do 






the leg of his boot rubbing against tt; 
gone on increasing, till now it has reat^ed the eiie of the 
palm of the hand, and prevents the appearanc* of a cauH- 
nower excrescence, having reached the height in some por- - 
tioQs of a quarter of aa inch from the surrounding integn- 
ment The patient denies ever having had syphiUa. April 
18. — A portion of the excrescence was removed, and upon 
microscopical eismiaatioD its structure was aacertained to 
be that of epithelial cancer. April 20. — An i^lioatioa of 
sulphate of sine and aulphuric acid, in such proportions aa to 
form a paste, was applied over the whole (U the affectMi aur- 
fkca. The following day the caustic was reapi^ied, and the 
sore poulticed. On the 30lh the sore presented a much 
better appearance, it having been sensiUy diminiabed br 
the action of the caustic ; the caustic was again q}pUcd, 
and the limb ti«ated in the same manner as befcwa. This 
treatment was continued, at an interval of every five or six 
days, till May the 21st, when the sore presented the appear- 
ance of a healthy ukier, with florid grsoulations aecreting 
healthy pus. It was now treated as an ordinary ulcer, 
being strapped uid baralaged. Patient waa discharged 
cured, the (deer having entirely healed, a few weeks after- 
wards. About a month ago the patient called at the Hoe- 
[wtal, according to request, in order that it might be ascer- 
tained whether the disease dtowed any symptom of return- 
ing. There was, however, no appearance of its return, 
and the patient was enjoying good health. 
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UNIVERSITY MEDICAL COLLEGE. 

PROF. A. a FOBT« CUHIO. 
NoTHDbcr a, ISM. 

rAi.BE AM0BTU«IB or embk; opbratioh. sniput hasb-up; 

OPRBATIOH. 

Casb 7. — F. G-., Kt 3 years. The knee-joint flexed at an aonte 
angle ; there is also posterior dispIacMnent of the head of the 
tibia, constituting a aiibloxation ; the deformity ia the result 
of inSammation whidt occurred a number of months qp> ; 
there has been no suppuration of the joint; the inflamma- 
tion which occasioned the deformity has subsided. 

Betnarka. — You have here an example, audi as you will 
often meet with, of the unpleasant consequences reeolting 
from carelessness, with regard to the poeition in which an 
inflamed articulation is treated. It is a Tery oommoD error 
OD the part of metlical practitionen, in the treatment of 
inflammation involving the articulations, to allow the limb 
to BSBume any podtion in which the instincts of the patient 
mav cause it to be placed After a time, the limb becomes 
rigidly fixed in the poeition in which it baa been placed, 
and it may be tUfficult, or even irapoeaiUe, to place it ia a 
more favorable poeition. In this manner, lirobe often be- 
come deformed or distorted to aucb a degree, as not only 
to render them useless to the patient, but even to make 
them a potitive incumbrance. In a case of this kind ooont^ 
' r in a young woman, a number of years ago, I waa 
^ ■ ■■ "■■% lie thi^ on accomit rf 



r the neceauty of amputating & 
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tfae airoo^ance occasioned bj an acute angular flexion of 
the knee. The practical lesson which I wiab to impreas 
opon jour aiinds ia this : that when you are called to tho 
treatment of any injury or inflammatiOD inrolving nn arli- 
oohttioD, you ahould at once secure the limb in such a poei- 
tion, that, if in the progress of Ihe diaeaae anchytods should 
tAo phioe, the moet important ftinctions of the member 
■hail M prewrved. When the knee-jiHnt ig tlie seat of (be 
disease or injury, it should nerer be fleied at a right angle 
or an acute an^e, but it should be secured on a double 
ineKned plane, in a position nearly straight. If the knee be 
fol^ extended, so is to put the crucial ligaments on the 
stKtdi, the position may be very irksome orpainliil to the pa- 
tient. On this account,, a slight deviation irom the straight 
poritioo may be allowed, the limb being flexed at an acntc 
angle of 160 to 160 de^es. By giving firm support to 
the limb, and keeping it straight or nearly so, the inflam- 
mation may he more efiectually controlled, and the danger 
of anchyloais diminished. But the great advantage of this 
posilion is, that if anchylosis should lake place, the limb 
will itill be useful to the patient in supporting the weight 
of the body, and in locomotion. In cases of this kind, as 
in many others, 3'ou may verify the old adage, " An ounce 
of preventioa is worth a pound of cure." 

In the case before us, the mischief has already been done, 
and the question which presents itself is, whether the de- 
formity can be remedied, and if so, how this result can best 
be accomplished. In false anchylosis, continuing after the 
subsidence of the inflammation which gave rise to it, there 
are two principal methods by which relief may be afforded. 
One is by the subcutaneous division of the tendons of the 
oonliMted muscles, followed by the application of a mecha- 
&ica) apparotue, by which gradual extension is accompliBhed. 
The other is by the administration of an aniesthetic to pro- 
duce muscular relajcation, followed by manual extension as 
far as it can be acj^mplished without violence, the limb 
being then secured m its improved position by splints and 
bandages. I pr<^KMe, in the present instance, the second 
i>f these methods. 

[Tbe child was accordingly placed in a recumbent pos- 
ture, and was made to inhale the vapor of sulphuric tether, 
mntil sompleto anaesthesia was induced. Tbe Professor then 
grasped the thigh with one hand, and the leg with the 
other^ and by the application of a moderate force brought 
the limb into a poeitbn deviating from a right line not 
more tbaa twenty or thirty degrees. He then fixed the 
hmb in this position by the appfication of a splint secured 
by a roller bandage. The patient was then placed in charge 
CH one of the members of the class, who was directed to see 
him at his house, and to readjust the bandage as often as it 
miirtit become necessary. 

When this child was first brought into a state of antes- 
thesia, there was a copious involuntary discharge of urine. 
Some tjme after this, (he respiration became stertorous, and 
much embarrasBed. The cloths moistened with Kther were 
then removed trom the face of the patient, the door and 
windows of the room were opened, and the patient was 
bnnad. The respiration was gradually restored to its nor- 
mal condition. The Profefflor remarked to the class that 
there was no reason for alarm during the administration of 
n aocount of irregular and stertorous respi- 



Bthin?.J 

Cabi 8. Simpla Hare-Hp. — J. H., at II months. The 
case before us, gentlemen, ia one of fissure or cleft of the 
tipper lip, utuat«d a little to the left of the median line, and 
extending upward &om the vermilion border not quite to 
the nose. Fissures of this kind are quite common in the 
upper lip, but they never occur in the lower. The deform- 
ity is denominated hare-lip, from its resemblance to the 
cfeft which normally exists in the upper lip of the hare and 
rabtNt. It is tbe resalt of an arrest of development during 
fleets h&. When there is but one fissure in the lip, it is 
esHed nngle bare-lip: when there are two, the hare-Kp is 
taid to be double. When the deformity is confined to the 



lip, the hare-lip is denominated umple : when tbera it i 
coincident deformity of the superior maxillary hoiMS, tba 
hare-lip is said to he complicated. There are two tpean 
of deformity of the jaw-bones which may occur as totnplj- 
cations of hare-lip : and these may exist s^wrately orcocn- 
bined. The first is a fissure extending through tbe slvette 
and palatine portions of the jaw. The second ia id iat«r- 
maxillary bone projecting forwards through the fiMOte ti 
the tip. In complicated hare-lip, an early operation is in- 
portaut as a means of overcoming or diminishiiq: Ikt 
deformity of the jaw-bonea. In simple hate-lip, it ii DotM 
important that the operation should he performed tt4i«T 
early period. In operating upon a single and simpte hu*- 
lip, as in the case before ns, the operation oonnsli b 
detaching the middle of the lip from the jaw, in panng of 
die edges of the fissure, in bringing tbe two ndesof IbsBp 
into contact, and in securing them in cloee appositim \» 
sutures. The edges of the fissure may he pared oB wita 
strong acimon and with a bistoury — diia part of the opoa- 
tion should be accomplished in such a manner thtt wIm 
the sides of the lip are approximaied, no notch will be left 
at its margin. This result can be beat secured in dhM 
instances by excising on each side of the cleft a semilmur 
portion of the lip — when the curved incisions are strsi^ 
ened by the application of the sutures, the maiginof thelip 
is made to pout, and the formation of a notch is thai pre- 
vented. In more difficult cases, a flap may be dieeecteo on 
each side from the margin of the fissure, as recommeoded 
by Malgaigne, and the two flaps thus formed twined down- 
wards and united so as to project below the margin i^ the 
lip — a very excellent resalt may sometimes be obtaised in 
this way. In joining the two ddee of the lip, three Butsni 
are commonly required-M)ne of them should be a twilled 
suture, made by transfixing the tissues with a itnighl 
needle, and passing a thread in the figure of eight repeat- 
edly from one side to the other under theextremiiieaofdie 
needlfc In some cases, a second twisted suture wiD h» 
advisable. £sch of the sutures should include tbe whole 
thickness of the lip, with the exception of the mucooi mem- 
brane which hnes its posterior surface. The suture neintf 
the fi-ee border of the hp ^ould pass on both adea exactly 
at the junction of the vermilion border with tbe skin, ne 
success of the operation depends very much on the sccmrt 
adjustment of ^is suture. Tbe hemorrhage daring the 
operation should be controlled b; pressure with tbe tbgnli 
and fingers of an assistant. 

Optration. — The Professor then proceeded to pediMi 
the operation, separating the lip from the jaw-bone, with » 
bistoury, excising a semilunar portion of the lip fnmi eadi 
side, hnnging the lateral portions tMether by means of two 
twisted sutures, and one interniplea suture. The juoetioa 
was fortified by a strip of isinglass plaster, broad oa eadi 
side where it was applied to tbe cheeks, and narrow in tbi 
middle, where it cnrased the lip. The lip, when onited,bad 
a good breadth, and there was no appeannoe of a aoUii it 
its margin. 
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Cass 6. /nc^'enf Hydrottphahit. — This patient is » ftnale 
infant, eet. I year. Five weeksagoitwas weaned; since thsl 
time it has been fed with bread, apples, cakes, candy, eta 
The child is now emaciated ; there is a degree of loniriitt 
to the abdomen that is unnatural ; the pupils are dilitw; 
there is a constant moaning cry; the fingers are cloicbed 
upon the thumbs, and the hands are in a state of continw 
movement ; the mouth is dry and red ; there is ^jnie ; »™ 
tho teeth are making their appearance. The mother inftr"" 
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na thM her cdiild BaSen much from thira^ aad that ita 
bowds jre tomeirhkt ooafined. 

Samaria, — The period of weaaing is an important epoch 
in the Kfo of a child. From the nutriment which Nature 
baa provided for the infant, a transition ia then made to the 
cofcTie and varied diet of advancing^ jean. The most ordi- 
mrj «x«rciM <^ rwaaon would seem to indicMe that such a 
traontioa ahould be gradual, pacing, from the mother's 
nulk, through the blander forma of nourishment to vege- 
table food, and arriving laatly at an animal diet la this 
CMC the result of the course pursued is a complete derange- 
ment of the whole apparatua of digestion, producing sjmp- 
tnna which, if thej da not point to the aotual existence of 
«aato bfdrocepitahia, exteriorlv indiaal« that the patiwit ia 
wvntmg apoo the ed^ of hjdnx 
inmtion of a WDEle additjona] meal 

it nas been supped might be sufficient to carry it fairly 
over the brink. 



baan thukened with a Utile flour, ibr which arrowroot nuy 
be substituted, if the bowels become tooR& The condition 
of the boweb may be much improved by the following Q ; — 
Hydrarg, sub-mur. and pulv. rhei &fi grs. es ; sods eub-carb. 
^ra. i. Fiat (inlvis qu.\hs aumend. 3 m die. In addition to 
'una, MMmter-irritationa along the spine ahonld be effected 
by motion with a preparation formed of oL tiglii, gtts. xx. ; 
mbor sutph. 3iv. 'Die child should be bathed in tepid 
water every day ; warmly dressed, and carried in the open 
air as often as possible. 

Casi 7, Slrabumui; <^>eration. — Christian B., Wt 14, 
complains of strabismus affecting his left eye, a condition 
flnt obwrved when he was less than one year old. On 
diracting his attention to an object placed directly in front 
of him, the rieht eye occupiea its natural position, while 
the left is rolled into the mner canthus; if the object be 
carried towards his left side, the right eye immediately falls 
into its inner canthus, but the left can sqarceiy be brought 
into the median pluie. The sight of the left eye is also 
)a« perfect than that of the ri^t The oiHidition of this 
pstiect can only be remedied by an operation, which con> 
aists in the division of the internal rectus muscle. The 
muscle is reached by an incision carried through the con- 
junctiva, near the inner canthus. This incision should be 
made parallel with the Gbres of the moscle; if it be made 

Erpendicnhtrly, an unsightly cicatrix is often the result 
is also important to avoid loo free division of the muscu- 
lar fihrea, as there is danger of producing a condition the 
opposite of the first— iCroiimiUf divtrgtru, a deformity 
more unsightly than that for which the removal was 
attempted. 

Oprratioti. — The patient was thoronghly etherieed, and 
tlM opemlion peribrmed by Dr. Mvkoe. An incision was 
made through the conjunctiva: (he muscle was brought 
into view, and raised with a blunt hook; the majority of 
its fibres were then divided with the scissors, but the eye 
did not assume a satisfactory position. Af^r a more com- 
plete section, the axis of the affected eye very nearlv corres- 
Cided with tiiat of its feilow. Ordered the sound eye to 
kept dosed by a bondwe, and the affected eye to be used 
alona for three daya. The muacular action will probably 
bring about a perfect parallelism in the axes of the cyea. 



Cat 8. Oaremoma Mamma. — 9ophia H., an unmarried 
woman, 31 years of age, is suffering &om carcinoma- 
tooa disoase of the right breatt. It had existed for 
nbra months previous to April, 1860, when the organ 
was removed; the axilUr^ gbuids being not then affected. 
The wound was healed in the month of June, and the 
patient did well until the middle of July, when, after an 
internl of atitj six wMks, tiie disease reappeared. She 
BOW presents herself with three distinct points of nlcera- 
tion about the cicatrix ; and in the axilla there is a large, 



indurated gland, which is undoubtedly the seat of a 
matouB disease. 

Remarht. — This is a somewhat unusual ease. It is not 
often that carcinoma makes its appearance at so early a 
period in the life of an individual; it moreoommonly occurs 
oiler the thirty-fiflh year. This patient was scarcely thirty 
years of age when the doease first attracted her attention ; 
there is no hereditary taint in her family: nor can we learn 
that any existing cause was apparent The general health 
also seems to remain unimpaired; the functions of diges- 
tion are undisturbed ; the patient sleeps soundly, wd her 
complexion is nnchaiiged. The quenion which now arisM 
is this : Shall this pej-son subject herself to another opera- 
tion for the removal of the present manifestslioos oi this 
disease 7 Now secondary cancer shows itaelf more fre- 
quentiy in the liver than any other organ. If^ then, Ml 
further examination, it be found that the liver and othsr 
internal organs are fiee from disease, a repetition of tb0 
operation may be ooosidered adviaable. Tkiare are casM 
on record, in which carcinoma has again returned and been 
removed many times in succeision, but those cases where 
the powersof Nature have not fioally yielded to the renewal 
of the disease are rare indeed. Dr. Parker has, himself 
seven times in succesuon, operated opoD an indrndoal for 
the removal of cancer. 



JOURNALS FOR NOVEMBER. 
NoBTH AiuBioAH Mxmoo-Cbikubskul Bimw.— Not. 
Akt. I. — Origin of Ovariotomy ; vrilk an oocmmf 0/ A« Lift 
and Servvxi of the hit Da. Eprbaik UoDowzli^ of Ken- 
tuokv. By the Ssniob Edttob. — The five case* were ori- 
ginaUy reported to the Kentucky Stale Medical Society in 
1852, and published ia the Uansactions of the Society for 
that year, Akt. II. — Ca*e», vfilh RtmaTki, frttm (fie iS^ir- 
gical CUnic of the Jefferxm Mtdieal Cotbgt. Service of 
Prof. Gross. — Two esses of spina bifida are r«port«d, both 
treated by making a slight puncture in the sound skin 
about an mch and a qoarter from the base of the tomor, 
the instrument carried subcutsneously into the tumor, and 
one drachm of the contents allowed to escape, after which 
a solution containing one-eighth of a grain of iodide, and 
one quarter of a grain of iodide of potassium in one dracfam 
of water was injected, the puncture dosed bj the Iwiated 
suture, and painted over with collodion, and the recombent 
position on the abdomen enjoined. Both terminated 
fatally. Art. III. — Foragn Body in the JUght Brotichut ; 
Tradieotom,y ; Removal and Recovery. By Da, Joan Aoleb 
of Davenport, Iowa,— The patient, aged about seven years, 
sucked a piece of pipe-stem into the glottis, from whence it 
WIS forced tlirough the larynx into the trachea, and finally 
lodged in the right bronchus. The trachea was incised for 
about an inch in length, and efforts made to extract the 
pipe-stem with a pair of slender forceps, which proved un- 
successful, owing to the difficulty of expanding the blades^ 
and the hardness and roundness of the foreign aubetanoe. 
At lengtii a loop of iron wire was ptaasA down, and with- 
drawn bringing the pipe-etem with it, as we remove with 
a loop of twine a cork from an empty botUe. Art. IV.— 
A Cam of Procidetitia Uleri, fySoieed by violent Metr^i* and 
PetiUmitii; Recovery. By Da. GoarAvx Q. Ror, of Essex 
Co., Va. Art. V. — Qrave Sequdoi of a Renal CaktAu. 
By Dr. W. H. Tbiplkti, of Woodstock, Ta. 

SomBEBN MEnioAL abd Stikqiou. Jourhal. — November. 
Art. I. — Tirtidry Lime ParmaUon of Georgia. Cootiniied 
from October Number. Amr. II.— Omb of Ii^ioinwaliim 
ofOiand Csrviic Uteri atred bg the CatUery. By Dr. P. 
Wadk Dooolas, DubLn, Qa. Art. UL—Dtphihtr^ie. By 
Dr. C. a. Habthakn, Cleveland, Ohio.— A brief hiatoricd 
notice of this disease, with a glance at the principal author- 
ities of the present day. 
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MEDICAL CHARITIES.— DISPENSARIES. 
Dnmra the jett 1869, the 6ve Di^)eiisMie8 io this dty 
provided medical tittenduice for » hundred nnd thirty-four 
thouaand four hundred and eighteen perBona, who required 
•ad received grttuitoue raediciil care. And in addition 
to ihia «aM iu]nd)er of beneficiaries, neorij aa inanj more 
h»T« recmred nmikr p«tujb>us attentions at the hsode 
of our medical brethren, in public hospilala, and in the 
humble abodes of the needy. Such are the spontaneous cha- 
ntiea of Medicine, as exerciaed in every city in Chmtendom. 

True beoevoleace has always found its largest field and 
ita moet worthy objects among tbe oak poor. And while 
the heart of philanthropy enjoys the sure reward of that 
nnfading gratitude, which tenderly repeaU, " I was aiclt, 
and ye visited me," the same voice also says, " the poor 
ye have always with you." It is the privilege and the 
mission of the medical profession to minister its charities 
more constantly and more abundantly than falb to the lot 
ofrnM in other profeasiona ; and Uke the rain that heaven 
•endeth upon both the joat and the mijust, the benebctians 
of Ae medieal profesaion are bestowed upon all claeaes of 
the needy, without reference to the moral and social qua- 
lities of the recipients. Silently and certainly the sick poor 
are oontinnslljr receiving the unpaid and most skilful minis- 
tratioM of the healing art ; and in Ihia good work a large 
proportion of (he beat phyaioians among na have at some 
period been engaged, devoting to their Dispensary servioe 
their beat energies and the most studious care. But the 
honor erf projecting and sustaining our city Dispensaries 
has, from the flrat, been shared largely by philanthropic 
mOT^nts aad other dtiiena; and with gratitude our Di>- 
penmry physioiana can noite in teatjmony to the hearty 
co-operation, the excellent plans, and the efficient adminii- 
tratJon of the Boards of Managers. 

The five Diapenaaries in tliis city are aU united and har- 
mooiom in their operation ; they are, in fact, the natural 
ofthooto^of the oentnl institution— the New Tork Diapen- 
aary- which was oi^aniied in 1790, by a few benevolent 
dtiaensofthat day, "for the purpose of relieving such sick, 
poor, and indigent persons, as are unable to procure medi- 
cal aid." Though for some years that institution depended 
for support aolely upon a few oontribntora, who, by virtiie 
of Buoh aid, had the exchisive right to deeignate the particu- 
lar individuals wto should receive their benefactions, as 
still is the caae in many of the British Dispensaries, the 
charity was ultimately made free to all the needy ; and im- 
mediately aaer the introduction of the practice of vacdna- 
tion in this dty, by Dr. Valentine Seaman, in lie year 
180O, a Vaooine Department was established in the Diqten- 
sary, and thus, in oonnexion witij the public benefits other- 
wise oonferred, the instituti<Hi jusUy eanied a claim upon 
the Municipal Qovemment br the pittance that baa annu- 
ally been paid irom the dty treasury towards tie inddental 
expenses of the Dispensary buildings. But all the institu- 
> be purely voluntary organication^ and 



they are under eucfa a jadidow system of maaagw m tM 
to insure their peipetuity, harmooy, and pubKe oiiB^, 
The humane plana and purposes of the original fonniata! 
this noble system are carried out in each of the five iiutibi- 
lions; sad so eSectnaNy are they in <4Mratioo, thu &m 
the Battery and the two river aides to ike Cmtni PmI, 
there is not a home (rf poverty tiiat has not been sosgbt 
out by the visiting physidans of the Dt^nssriea; »Ht 
there flock to these associated ioBtitutions upwards t^ i 
hundred thousand patients every year, more ihao t«D 
thouaand (rf whom reoeive vacdna^oo. And since Ihe fiat 
organisation of our Dispensary syM«Ba, the total nmbH 
that have received medical servioee from the Diq^maries 
amounts to upwards of tu?o mSUonM one hundrtd and J^ 
tAouKmd.* 

We need not inqnire what are the peculiar bestfil* 
fesulting from Utese admirsUe organiEatiooa for diipeiHi^ 
medical diarity. We may truly say tbey are iacakuUk, 
and that the a^regate individual benefits are &r ex- 
ceeded by economic, sanitary, and other secondary retoltL 
And it is a Cact that should be generally understood, thU 
the Visiting Pbymdana of our Diapensariea are really tbt 
only Health Wardens in the dty. It is true tbey lade the 
title, and possess no executive authority, bnt they have far 
many years constituted a voluntary sanitary pdice^-a corpi 
of sanitaiy inspect<KS or searcher^ and the only odm ia 
New Tork. 

We have deemed it proper thu to advstt t« a few bda 
that relate to the puUie healtb, and to a d^MrtaMotof 
medical labor which h^pily illustrates the spirit and mis- 
don of our profesdon. It may be regarded as an interest- 
ing and inatructive fact, that these purely voluntary uso- 
dations for dispeiuiing medical charities constitute to-diy one 
of the best Dispensary systems in th* worid. It is highlf 
efficient, and gives excellent results ; it commands ilw 
highest talent, and it is conducted with less difficulty mi 
expense than any other aystem. With a mortality of only 
one per cent, and at an average cost of less than siiWen 
oents for each jiatieut, these tbcmsands U the sick poor *n 
Aimished with medieal treatment under this system ; and it 
the same time the germs of pestilent diseases are cODtJuuilT 
being destroyed, and a vast amount of useful couned and 
friendly aid is constantly and unostentatiously bestowed in 
the homes of ignorance, poverty, vice, and sorrow. But, 
with all its excellences, our Dispensary system is not po- 
fact, either in theory or practice ; nor have phyaidaM or 
philanthropists yet devised a plan completely adapted to 
make our medical charities and Dii^ensary tabors contribute 
most effectually both to the immediate wsl&re of tlie 
needy, and to the saoitary, social, and economic advantsg* 
of the public. 

In a subsequent iramber we diall make some piactioal 
suggestions respecting our dty IK^>ftnsaries, and the eitfn- 
don of these medical charities to other and widv fields oi 



THE WEEK. 
In the September No. of the Gindnnati ImicM and (Atf^ 
was published a " brief histcay of U»e causes which W W 
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dwdieH^tioiioftlielateFK)idty''orthe Hedicd Cc4lege 
of Ohio. Thii paUkatkm wu ostennblj made for the 
beneSt of those who were aware " tiiat this old ioatitution 
haa been in a state of diaorgBiiizatioii, owing to the resigna- 
tion of the Faculty, shortly after the close of the last ses- 
sion." As many of the readers of the Hkdkul Thus, in 
eommoD with ourselves, were desirous of being informed 
of the nature of these difficulties we published the mataiial 
portion of that stateasDt. la the October No. of that jour- 
nal we were honored with a responsive answer to our wish 
for the prMpentf of that college. We afterwards learned 
what, indeed, appeared upon the face of the original state- 
ment, that it was the vernon of but one party to the quar- 
rd, and that the trasteea of the school had, on two ooca- 
noDs, sostuoed the opposition. It seemed bnl right that 
the party who had not been heard at all should hare the 
benefit of at least this acknowledgment, which we accord- 
in^j ma^ This has wrought a sudden oh«ige in the 
iMiied and Qtmr iwr , and in the NoTember ivne it devotes 
ft page to our sped^ illumination. Its material points, with 
tlie answers suggested, are: — 1. The Hkdicai. Times has 
been " misinformed." It is possible. 2. It haa sadly 
departed from " editorial courtesies belonging especially to 
medkal jonraals." We make no diatinction between the 
" oourteinea belonging to medical journals," and thoee 
belonging to gentlemen; but we wish it distinctly under- 
stood that we neither profess nor practise the editorial cour- 
tesiea of the Lancet and Obttrver. 3. The statement con- 
wming the late diffioulty in the Uedicd Collie of Ohio 
was the truth, and nothing but the tnth, and was " en- 
dorsed by five gentlemen, whose troth and reracity is not 
doubted in Cincinnati." We merely suggest, that lie testi- 
mony of a witoesi is not rendered more rdiable, by constant 
asseveiatioDS of his reputation for tnithfiilnesa. 4. We are 
advised " henceforth to preserve a dignified silenoe in 
regard to any Uttie difltcultles we may have in the medical 
family in this ci^." We are quite wMling to comply witii 
this advice, provided the Lancet and Ohterva- shall cease to 
gossip about them in public. 6. The notice in the Tunts, 
that the "statement" waa made 1^ one par^ to the ijuar- 
rel, "may yet cause its editor some sorrow." This wo 
should, of course, regret 6. The editor oS the (Sndanati 
journal "knowsthesourceofonrinformation," De|Jonible, 
bat we cannot help it. 7. A prayer " to be delivered ftom 
temptation," What peculiar temptation besets that jour- 
sal does not ^ipesr, but we hope nuoa^dy that the prayer 
may be answered. 8. A threat " to write some truth^" 
whidi charity, heretofore, " haa induced ni to withhdd." 
Charity cannot be better employed than in covering the 
sn herein contemplated. 8. " The decency sod truth, 
honor, leanung vt position of the legitimate profession of 
Oinainnati is not represented wt on* moft." The readen of 
the Lmutt tmd Obmr v t r wilt be gratified to learn this fu±. 
10. " Neither the late Dr. C^well nor Professor Qross 
were at any time lecturers or professors in the Uedicsl Col- 
lege of Ohio." The Lancut and Obttrver had done well not 
to hare republished our errors. 

Ilnally, we have a word for the Lantef and Observer. 
While we are forbidden noticing the little difficulties in the 
medical family of that city, which it so officiously retails 
to its readers, that journal takes a sort of maternal interest 
in the character of distant inslitationa, and has recently, 
without the slightest provocation, and without a word of 
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inquiry a« to the tnith of its statements, arraigned one of 
our most reifiectable medic^ instltutiona for a gross viola- 
tion, not only of the rules of the American Medical Aaeo- 
cialion, but also of the laws of the State in which it is 
located. We refer to the Long Island College Hospital, of 
Brooklyn, New York. Its charge was as follows: "The 
Faculty of this school, at its last commencement, conferred 
the degree on a genllemsn &om this city who has been 
studying medicine one year." This stAtement was based 
i^n the authority of the Lanctt and Obterver, and " the 
general understanding of all who knew the gentleman." 
There was, therefore, no potiUvt evidence of Uie truth of 
this charge ; but there was auSc'ient evidence of its falsity, 
to an impartial mind, in the character of the gentlemen' 
compoaing the Faculty of the Long Island College. The 
courtesies of society would lead ui aggrieved party to seek 
a private explanation of the conduct of the offending party, 
before publishing a dlsparvging statement, while the Courts 
would compel the former to produce documentary, or 
other evidence, to justify its charges. But "the editorial 
courtesies belonging especiaMy to medical journals," as 
practised by the Lanixl and Obieryer, permit the publi- 
cation of a disparaging statement, fbunded on rumor, 
and the cool request that the party, so scandaliKed, prove 
the charges false, before it ceases to reiterate them. 
This statement, so unjust and so injurious to that rimng 
school, has now been circulated by the Cinemnati Journal 
neariy three months ; and though the truth of tiie charge 
has been emphatically denied "after a full investigation," 
by the very person to whom they appealed, yet in their 
November issue they " reiterate tine charge," and persist in 
demanding that the Long Island College ^all bring forward 
documentary evidence to prove that their utterly ground- 
less assertions were false. Such oourteeiea in social or poli- 
tical lift would have a veiy different settlement from that 
here desired. The Amenean Msdiaat Otttettt of ^iscity, has 
characterised that statement as a slanderous assault upon the 
Long Island College, pronounced the charge " false sod Ubel- 
lous," and indicated the cause of this attack. Thisdelenoeof 
the school brings down upon the head of its editor a perfect 
avalancbeof"editarial oourteaies belonging BspeeiBlly" to the 
Lancet and Obterver, concluding with the threat that nest 
year at Chicago " we and a goodly number of Western men 
wilt look Dr. Reese and those he represents in this matter, in 
the face, and dentattd the doevm^iiary tvidenct in the eaaft" 
Ueanwhi]e,we deem it our duty, and butanactof justice to 
the OoUege thus aspersed, to inform the* profbswoa Uiat no 
school is more rigid in its rules of graduation than the Long 
Island College Hospital. In the present instance, a can- 
didate presentedhimself without certificates of the full term 
of three yeaia' study, owing to the abaenoe of hi* first pre- 
ceptor in Europe. In lim of a certificate, he made the fol- 
lowing affidavit, and waa of course nliowed to graduate. 
We may also add that he graduated with distiucljon, and 
was immediately ^pointed Professor of Chemisl<y in the 
Medical College of Ohio. 

Stati or New Towc, 1 

County of Kings, t «, 

City of Brooklyn. ) 

On the Eighteenth Day of July, a.d. 1860, before me 
penoaaUy came Charles Loary, to me known, who being 
Dy me duly sworn, did depose and say, that he resides in 
the City m* CSndnnati, in the St«te of Ohio, and that he 
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Sworn before me this ISthdsy of ( p„,, rvj,.„ 
July, 1860. ( uaw. Oi-iiRT. 

Jomr SmriiiT, Comr.o/Deedt. 
Since the above was writtea, a communication from one 
of the Editors of the Lancet and Obierver, ie t]ie auUioritiea 
of the Long laUnd College, haa been shown ua, acknow- 
lodging the Koeipt of a BatJsCactorj explaaatioa from the 
•cboo), and promJEing, " though late," to set it right in the 
next (December) number. 



There is, at length, tome hope that reUgious Journala. 
may be awairened to a sense of the wickedness of adrertia- 
ing the viUanous preparatioos of quncki, and allowing 
thsuuelves to become the measeogen of these ministers of 
evil That money Ues at the root of this evil, wl have 
DCTer had a doubt, and the fact is confirmed by the follow- 
ing extract. The ChritUan Advocate, ot'SaBkvi]le,J!eaa., baa 
been indued with the power of resisting the temptation 
with which these advertiser seduce the unwary religious 
joujmab of the country, and make them the powerful and 
eCBdent abettors of their crimes. We commend to the 
If. Y. Examiner, which has lately manifeated some interest 
in'the etbica of advertising, the following extract from that 
paper, and the pertinent oommente of the NaahvUU JoumtA 
of Medtdat and Surytrg : 

" What bit thb Dootoss how 7 — The regular pbyriciana 
complain of papers, especially family pa^rs, for publishing 
advertisements of patent medidnee, haur tonics, and such 
like. Now we have done finally with the last advertise- 
ment of the sort. We re/use Ihem at any price. Some very 
tempting offers have been made to get into our advertising 
colunms lately ; but we stand to the rule. Will the Doc- 
tors, and all who have disapproved of ^lose adverUsemenla, 
now stand up to us ? Hark it, those advertisements paid 
well. They were a cash article. Patent medicines have 
helped papers if they never helped patients. Will those 
who approve of our present policy secure us increased pa- 
tronage and anbstantiai aid, to the extent we have thrown 
awa^ by adopting it ? Ckime, let us hear from yon." — 
ChruUan Advocate. 

Well, here is what we say. Sir, we honor you for tak- 
ing a whip and driving these thieves and money changers 
from your sanctum. It woe no place for (hem. Tee, at, 
we will stand up to yon like men, for we stand now toge- 
ther, upon the same plBtftvin, against villaniee in general, 
and thu >u plat vhra of viltanies in particular. You say 
yon have tlu-owu away money by it. So have we. You 
and we will both be poorer in money by it, but we hope 
in6nitely richer in grace, and must ajike look for our re- 
ward in that glorious place where thieves cannot break in, 
being barred out by absolute statnte, and where sichness 
and Roetmras cannot come. We assure you, reverend sir, 
that much of our income resulted from trying to patch up 
constitutions ruined by quack medicines, the virtues where- 
of were certified to by ministers of the gospel, and the cer- 
tificates, and very often an editorial puff, published in the 
religious papers. We congratulate you upon washing your 
hands of the whole matter. It is what honorable men had 
a right to expect of a great divine, placed at the head of a 
paper capable of achieving perhaps more ^ood for mankind 
than any other paper in America. It is said, reverend sir, 



deparUneBt of quaok medicines in a religious newspaper. 
We recognised the incongruous association as a sort of sad 



neceanty. We an most happy to know that yoa igkaj 
deroottstrating that the Lord s bannew ran be soooesAI^ 
conducted without the aid of the DeviL In whidi good 
work may the Lord, Angels, and all good men protect inil 
defend you. — JVoiAviSe Jotir., Med. ami Surg. 
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OBSTETRICS AND DISEJ^ES OF WOMES. 

Bt E. NfXOOKUTH, U.D. 
On Uieriat Polmi: — Ilt.Aniiji.o/Pra;tM. (ABgm.Wimr 
Med. Zrit. '60.)— While it has been customary with Htbon 
to call every tumor, in connexion with the texture of lia 
womb a polypus, we now distinguish, fii^m a histologio] 
point of view, the following varieties. 

1. Vaieuiar polspi. — Those, in tbe normal state, slmoit 
imperceptible mucous fblbdes of the womb, the nlriealir 
^ands, are subject to a sort of drt^Mv, thus itpnMtiliiit 
tumors, which are called vesicuhir polypi. They trt of 
rare occurrence, and have their seat most commoolj in tat 
mucous membrane of the vaginal neck. The pre»I*tt nim- 
ber of these polypi are nothing but largely developed OTnh 
nabotfai ; their sise seldom exceeds that of a huel-nDt Id 
most instances several follicles are developed at tbe anu 
time, Ihey push the mucous hning forward, and dr^ it <M 
into a sort of peduncle. According to the growth otW ot 
more of these cryptai, they are called simple or coinpoaDd 
vesicular polypi. Both kinds appear in the shape orsmil, 
hard tumors with a thin pedicle, inserted in the TigiwI 
neck; at first they are of a yeUowish-red, and sftM- 
wards of a greyish color intet«peraed with black qwta At 
times one c^ these tumors bursts <^ien. dischirees its ox- 
tents, but is filled up anew. The so-called tubuW poljpn 
is nothing but a compound venicular one. The same sudi 
good for the papilbuy variety, which is at the smie tim* 
very vascular. 

2. Cettalar po^pi, called by Dr. Ualgaigne eeBalo-Teaet- 
lar potypu A limited portion of the submuooui edUv 
tissue becomes hypertrophied in such a manner that llie 
mucous lining of the cervical canal is raised, bo »a to fcnn 
a tumor, which consists of a large amount of thin UhI 
dilated bloodvessels, which give rise to repeated hej«t- 
rhues. The sarface of these polypi ia of t dark itd i* 
violet eok>r, and they are of a soft texture ; they are oAss 
combined with the vesicular variety. 

3. Hypertropkie polgput, generally called fieah-poljpo^ ■ 
a peculiar form of sarcoma oteri; not only the wbmaeoni 
cellular tissue, but also part of the muscular layer are hjpe^ 
trophied; the mierosooperfiowBfibriltawidelementsoftta 
muscnlar tissue. 

4. «troii* poU/pi are either developed in ths ca"? ** 
the womb, or in the cervix, he it fi™n the submuconi tisW 
or from the proper substance of the uterus itselE In ™ 
former class the mucous lining is raised above itsnaMil 
level to such an extent, as to gradually form a peterie; 
by the growth of these polypi the cavity of the wm* 
becomes distended, the vagina) portion sbortewd, and ■ 
some caaes dilat«d sufflci«itly to allow the protniiioii u tM 
tumor into the vt^iina. . 

All tlie different forms of polypi just described mi/" 
counted among the benign tumors; malignant pota* "* 
constituted by carcinoma and by the s»-called <*'''**^ 
excresoence, the latter being only a varie^ rf iltoUr 

The diagnosis of uterine polypi is at times wtroniMW 
with a great many difficulties. As long as a poljpia "» 
inclosed in the cavity of the womb, it is sometiniei imp* 
sible to recognise its existence. The surface is imooinffl 
cellular, sarcomatous, and fibrous polypi ; only when ui^ 
are combined with a cyst, which had emptied its cootMH 
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tbeie exiits an openiDg at Ui« base, that might be miaUkeD 
for ibe OS uteri. The shape of the poly[H is gvnera]); that 
of a pear or a spherical bod; ; the polypus is in moat 
instances movabl^ and can be made to descend bj strain- 
ing the abdominal muscles. These polypi do sometimes 
come off spontaneously, their peduncle being compressed 
by the oe uteri, in ctmeequence of which stoppaga of cir- 
culation and gangrene seta in. Even intra-atcrine polypi 
with ■ thin peduncle drop off occasionally and an trans- 
fbnned into calcareous maeses. 

The removal of these tumors is effected by tearing or 
twuting of the peduncle, by exsectjon, and by the ligature. 
Bndometritis and phlebitis in consequence of tying a pcJy- 
pas are only to be dreaded in those cases, where a portion 
of dte uterine tissue has to be included in the ligature. The 
application of the ecraseur is not always ftee frum ^le dan- 
ger of hemorrhage, while the galvsno-caustic apparatus is 
too expensive to be recommended (o the profession, and 
often injurious to the parts surrounding the polypus. As a 
general thin^ the ligature offers the beet ciiancee of success. 

On Affections of the Hm-joint in eontwumM of Uterint 
ZHmim.~a)ppe. (Pr. Ver. Zig., N. F. iii. 2. I860.)— 
The author reports two cases of women, one unmarried 
and forty-five years of age, one a widow, thir^-«i years 
old, both of whom had be«] suffering for a length of time 
from a disease of the womb, and an affection of the hip- 
joint The principal symptoms relating to the latl«r are : — 
1, pains which occupy tlie whole of the thigh, especially in 
its anterior and exterior nspect, or only in (he circum- 
ference of the trochanter; they are very intense, lasting 
through dsy and night with vury short intermissions ; 2, 
Rontractian of the adductor muscles, and of some of the 
flexors. Both symptoms are referable not so much to an 
affection of the joint itself, as to an irritation in its neigh- 
borhood; this liecomes more likely by the fact that there 
exists no deformity about the nates. 

As a further proof of the statement that the named affec- 
tion was owing to a disease of the womb, Or. H. remarks 
that he has frequently observed painful sensations around 
the trodisnter, tn connexion with uterine disease. These 
patients complained of a sensation of pressure and burning 
m the region of the trochanters, which diminished gradually, 
and lini^ disappeared under a treatment adapted to the 
disease or the womb. The author points to a faot, mote 
generally known, viz. the occurrence of conalgia as a con- 
sequence of morbid affections of the womn. 

On UnamtrfMahle Vmniiing in Piegnaney. — Bicheht, Bar- 
Oot, and Du/ar. {Sckmidft Jarhb., Aug., 18C0.1— In No. 40 
of the Union Medicate, Dr. Caradec reports the case of a 
woman who suffered from uncontrollable vomiting, and 
asks for information as to further treatment The patient 
is a young woman, married a short time ago, and in the 
third month of gestation; she throws up everything she 
eats, and even small quantities of water cannot be retained ; 
she suffers from obstinate constipation, sleeplessness, great 
prostration; emaciation far advanced, pulse 120 in a minute, 
increased temperature of the skin. The patient had been 
ordered to take antispasmodics, sulphuric ether, ice, opium, 
amara, pastilles de Vichy, tincture of iodine, potio ri- 
veri, ballis, cte. Hone or these remedies appeared to have 
the slightest effect towards controlling the vomiting, and 
under Uiese circumstances, the author wants to know whe- 
ther he would not be justified in inducing abort'on. 

Dr. Bichelot, in the name of the other editors of the 
Uitiotij replies, that the first thing to be recommended was 
to bring about a free action of the bowels by purntive injec- 
tions; the great weakness of the patient would not make 
out a contrs-indication, considering that in similar instances 
the spontaneous occurrence of a diarrhoea had been known 
to act very favorably on the vomiting. Moreover, a care- 
ful examination of the uterus would be deurable, because 
the presence of certain morbid affections or dislocations of 
the womb was oden the only cause of the disturbed action 
of the stomach. A number of cases are on record where, 
after the successful treatment of granulations, or after the 



reposition of a displaced ntera^ the vomitii^ had ceased *t 
once. According to Bretonnean, the symptomatio vomil- 
ing of prejgnant primipar» is owing to » rigldiW "rf the 
womb, which hinoers the gradual development and expan- 
won of this organ. Taking this latter idea into considera- 
tion, it would be worth wmie to try the local ^iplication 
of bejladonna, be it by applyina- the same in the form 
of a wash to the abdominal walls, or by rubbing the os 
uteri with the extract of belladonna. Notwithstanding the 
fact that the patient has hitherto thrown up eveirtfaing 
that she bad partaken of, it is of importance not to diacan- 
tinue the administering of food. There are examples extant, 
where patients rejected all kinds of easily digestible sub- 
stances while they retained other articles which were ex- 
pected to have a most injurious effect. The patient tbere- 
fore onght to be allowed to eat or drink whatever die might 
take a fancy to. In order to enable the stomach to retain 
its contents, it would be of service to have the patient take 
equal parts of the extractum thetmicum and e. stramonii, 
either immediately before or after the meals. For the 
same purpose Dr. Hamelle recommends strychnia combined 
with c&lcinated magnesia j B«go recommends c^omel in 
small doses, exhibited until the gums become affected; he 
administers this remedy three times a day, comlnning cadi 
dose with 15 drops of chloroform. Finally, Dr. Chailly- 
Hunor^s proposition must be mentioned, vix. to pnt a 
lai^ piece of ice on the epigastrium just in the moment 
when the vomiting is threatenmg to commence. If, boir- 
ever, the vomiting should appear with a certain periodicity, 
the quinine ought to be allowed to have a fair trial Con- 
sidennK the reduced state of the patient's strength, beither 
general nor local depletion can be thou^t of; while iced 
brandy or champagne in sufficient quantities to produce a 
shght degree of intoxication, will t>e of advantage. As to 
indications of abortion, it must be considered that in cases 
where death has af^^eared to be inevitable, the vomiting 
has ceased alt of a sudden, and pregiiancy proceeded up to ' 
the full term, while artificial induction of lalwr does not 
always prevent a fatal issue, even if it were performed 
successfully as regards the delivery of (he fastus. 

Before Bichelot's answer had been received, Dr. Cnndec 
tried the belladonna. Bnt not an hour had passed after 
the extract was applied to the vaginal cervix, when the 
most alarming symptoms of belladonna poisoniDg appeared! 
To check the progrws of this intoxication a large dose of 
opium was injected into the rectum, when the worst phe- 
nomena disappeared, but at the same tame vomiting 
returned. A few days afterwards Dr. C. tried the dwoe- 
tum aSmm Sydenhami, which was retuned entirely. (The 
prescription for the decoctnm album is asfoUows': S comu 
cervi r«spat, panis albi, oa £ as ; coque c ac|. font Ifciii ad 
terttEB partis consumpt; colat add. gnmml mimoe. polv. 3ii. 
— B. N.) Ever since the administraijon of this reme^, a 
steady ameUoration of all the morbid symplomi coold be 
perceived ; the patient partook of beef-soup, Bg^t veget*- 
bles, etc, nay, her appetite increased so much tltat die 
could hardly tw restrained from eating more than was 
prudent She gradually recovered her strennh, and the 
health^sleep which stie now enjoyed made Eiim hope to 
see her soon restored to her former 8t«te of health, whA 
she was taken suddenly, on the 7th of Jannat? at 5 o'clock 
P.M., with a violent headache and a strong fever. These 
symptoms gradually increased to sudi an extent, that rite 
became delirious and died at 11 o'clock A.IC. of the fiiUowing 
day, notwithstanding everything was done to prevent the 
Gital icmlL The post mortem examination was not per- 
mitted. 

With regard to the value of artificial induction of atxM- 
tion in cases of uncontrollable vomiting. Dr. Bicbelot 
remarks that, according to Dr. Caseaux, it miwt be consi- 
dered a remedy wtiich can be rarely depended upon. Not- 
withstanding a record of four or five soocMsfol caaes 
obtained from English accoucheurs, it must be taken intooon- 
sideration, tiiat the numberof unsuccessful ones is unknown 
and of seven cases which came to the notice <A Dr. Caseaux, 
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only ooe b<s been auoceesful Tor the moliier, vhile th« six 
renuuning Iwd & fktal result Thu verdict <» Dr. Cazeaux 
appears to Dr. Bichelot Bomewhkt unjuBt, espocialljr when 
we consider that in tamj of the f&til cases tlie operation 
bad be«n r«Morted to at a period when the Btrengta of the 
patient had been BufficienU; undermined to deprive her of 
all chances of recovery. Xnd here the imporlaat question 
presMite ItseiT, Whioh waa the right miHiieDt for the perform- 
aaoe of the opeTation T » qaeeUon, the discussion of which 
must be lefl to the discretion of the physician in every 
sinele case; l>ecau8e,up to the present time, our experience 
Id wis matter is restncted to such a limited number of 
caaes that it would be unsafe to lay down fixed rules for 
further action. 

Dr. Bardot reports two cases of the most obstinate 
Tomiting whioh was promptly overcome by a few doses of 

Dr. Dufar bad often foiccessfully applied, in similar cases, 
a douche of steam, produced by evaporating an infusion of 
aromatic herbs, ana directed towards the epigastric region. 
The steam must be aiiplied as hot as It can be biuiie for ten 
or fifteen minutes; the place is then covered witfa-a towel 
dipped in cold water. This procedure must be repeat^ 
several times in the course of 24 hours. In some cases dry 
coining or the electric battery insured a doubtful 
the foregoing plan of — " 



^tprtfi of ^ofittifs. 

PHILADELPHU COUNTY MEDICAL SOCIETY. 
DiBoiiBBioN ON Dr. Hauiltom'b Fapbr. 

(CbnUMwd fivm pag* SSl.) 

Dr. CoATn coincided to a great extent with the speakers 
who had opened the debate. He alluded to certain chaises 
which had been brought against him in former years, of 
using eoonnous and dangerous doses of opium^ in delirium 
tremMU. He published an article on this subject in 1824, 
which bad been misoonstrued, and quoted against him in 
later years. After alluding at some length to the subject of 
delirium tremens, and its treatment, he referred to the 
advaotagea derived &<xa the use of opium in rheumatwra. 
He preferred in these oases, a Dover's powder, made up with 
nitrate of potAasa in plaoe of the sulphate. He urged the 
neceasity of internuttiog the use of opium when it required 
a long continuance, in order that the system might recover 
firom the effects, and also lest it become a habit This waa 



be spared. Among the contra-indicationa for its use, the 
leoturer had not mentioned the presence of congestion of 
the lunga, whioh opium has a tendency to increase. In 
moderate doses, alouK with expectorants, it |Hperally 
relievee the violence of the cough m bronchitis ana pneu- 
monia, but care must be taken lest its too free use dimi- 
nishes to too great an extent the secretion of the parts 
involved, and thus dangeroua consequences be induced. In 
iliuatration of which, he related the case of a minister, who, 
under the hands of a quacii, had the cough stopped by 
opium, but ahortly died &om the suSbcstMn produced by 
this sudden check of the bronchial secretioa On account 
of this action of the remedy, he would anticipate good 
results from its uae in cases of effusion into the bronchial 
oaaala. Jn children, he had always found this article badly 
tolerated, even in minute doaee. When employed by 
parents or nurses, as is too frequently the case, to quiet 
these little patients, it checks the nutritive functions, and as 
he had repeatedly seen, causes the child to aasume an old 
and withered looL His experience had shown that about 



the same dose is required by the rectum as by il» moatt 
and he feared a different belief had more than once led to i 
fatal result When, however, it is combined with u (ul m 
the enema, aa melted butter, its effects are kas ptnrerfid. 
He had always supposed that in children the vascuUr lad 
nutritive ayalems were most active, and that hence ttutdtt 
of patients sufTured moat from diseases of these iiinctioiL 
the nervous symptoms being secondary, the result of irfei 
action. With these views, he could not regard opium u 
potent for the prevention of or allaying convulaire Ktim 
It has not answered our expectations in chwea, nolepn, 
puerperal edampeia, or infantile convuluons. Alut lh« 
convulsive action has passed, opium in modente dotMoq 
prove usefuL In cholera^ he regarded it as a most ^om 
means of controlling this formidable disease. From \k 
experience, it held a prominent position in all fenna li 
cholera. In a paper in one of the continental medictljoiu- 
nals, after the epidemic of 1849, " on the treatment of 
cholera," statistics show that of the various pUu of tmt- 
ment, the per centage of recoveries favored that iowludi 
opium held a prominent poution. The same iris Aom in 
Dr. J. E. Mitchell's report to the American Medical iMn- 
ciation in 1850. He considered that opium waa a powdfil 
agent in all inflammatory affections, after the KuieMge 
had been overcome. Insimpleacuteperitoniti>,belidiei<d 
opium was an all-important remedy, after direct depktiai 
to a proper extent He closed with the general remuktbat 
the value of this agent did not consist only in its powtrof 
alla][ing pain, and nervous irritation, and of procuring deep, 
but in addition, it possesses Other powers of a dittctlj cura- 
tive character, which alone would command a vefj bigt 
rank in the list of therapeutic agents. 

Dr. HiutLTON, in reply to the remarks of the tpeJaat, 
reiterated certain precautions and contra-indicationstlreid} 
given in hia paper. He alluded to a case u illuitnliie it 
Uie benefit denved from injections of laudanum id infiiitilt 
convuUons, the result of dental or intestiosl iniubcn. 
The child, a year old, had had some twenty coDVulanu 
The usual means failing, he gave an enema of starch with 
ten drops of laudanum. No more convulsions foDowed, and 
from that moment the patient rapidly improved. 

Dr. Remikotok, (having called Dr. Nebmger to the cbir,) 
objected to opium in chSdren, aa it impaired the tone a 
the organs of digestion, and had a decided lendency to lit 
brain. He related a case of cholera infantum in the winter 
season, induced by the long continued use of lauduniD to 
relieve coUc and cause sleep. Under good diet, mi tbe 
absolute interdiction of the opiate, a rapid recovety took 
place. Indiscriminately used in the diseases of diildrni. it 
causes convulsions, constipation, and deteimiustioa to lb 
brain. In cases of extreme suffering fitun strangury and 
irritable bladder produced by blisters, he regarded enaData 
of a tea^oonful of laudanum in flaxseed mvcilBge aa a 
highly efficacious, and almost infiJIlble remedy. In 
purely nervous pain, it is almost indispensable, to 
mania-a-potu, he had employed it along with skdioiic 
stimuli, to the extent of 5-6 grains every hour, tor ai * 
eight houre, but not always with a happy result In 
dysentery it is particularly usefid to relieve the tonniu 



Dr. Duirach remarked u 
Its utility isgreatiy increasei 
and it^ salts, the salts and oxide of antimony, mercoiTi 
camphor, ipecacuanha, etc Opium with bark isa&Wl* 
remedy, and especially ia it advantageous in the apyreiiao 
epidemics. During this interval, the thirtieth of a grain of 
sulph. morphia with two grains of sulph, quinia hourly, pro- 
duces a tendency to Bleep, augments the efficiency ol It' 
ant i -periodic, weakens and aliortens the auliseqnenl ewt*'' 
bation, prcventa a degeneration of the blood, aod sefflirtt a 
favorable crisis. Opium, with antimony, allows sleep ^ 
the evening exacerbation, sust^ns the strength, and P'^!^ 
the system for the tonic in the approaching apjrrexii "™ 
calomel aflfir bloodletting it is most reliable, m the abaos"' 
nal phlegmasia;, etc. With ipecacuanha it quickly reBevM 
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the tormins and teoeamus of djieotery ; and hj the »ddi- 
ton of olomet, remoTes the oongeafion of the portal ayatem, 
re-establiahes the flow of bile, and virtually forma a apecifio 
in thia dieesae. Of Dover'a powder, we need maka no com- 
ment. He preferred the rectum to the stomach, for the 
adrainistntioD of opium, nor was it neceaearj to increase 
the dose. 

Db. Thoius would like to ascertain the Tiews of those 
present as to the relative dose of opium to produce the 
same effect by the skin, the mouth, and the rectum; as well 
as the comparative value of opium sod the salts of morphia, 
and the propriety of their um in diseBses of the brain. The 
teaching of Trousseau, adopted by the lecturer, that morphia 
is more prompt in its action when introduced by the win, 
than by the mouth, he could not adopt. He regarded a 
teaspoonful of laudaoum by the rectum as excessive, as he 
h«d repeatedly seen mwe decided soporific results from an 
injection of forty-five drops, than &om twenty-five drops, 
or one grain of opium taken internally. In one case, fatal 
stupor had followed an enema of a tablespoon fill. With 
reference to the relaUve merits of opium and morphia, he 
asked attention to the fact that chemists are satisfied with 
eight per cent of morphia from opium. Henoe, if the alka- 
loid be the sole active agent, one grain of it ^ould equal 
twelve and a half grains of crude opium. But aa wa {Jl 
know that one grain of morphia is not stronger than five or 
six of opinm, we may reasonably infer that other active 
prindples must be present. He questioned tJie propriety 
of withholdinK opiates in diseases of the brain. Name* 
sometimes mislead. The stimulation of opium in fulL doses 
ia but tranraent, being foUowed by enduring sedative efiecls 
which areoflenspeciallyindicaledin the diseases. Herelated 
three cases occurring at the Episcopal Hospitnl under his 
caie, where disease of the brain wag present. In two the 
tyn^wnic mcmbranea were ruptured, with other alarming 
leeiona Irom external violence Atler the primsrv reaction 
bad subuded, in each case, one-quarter grain of morphia 
wriih three grains of oonium was given every Uiree hour^ 
fbr several days, and with satijilactory results. No coma 
^ipeared, the pulse remuned natural, and no delirium niani- 
f«8ted itselC All recovered in due time, the result being 
due, in a great measure, he believed, to the perfeoc rest 
secured 6x the brain. In idiopathic disease of thia organ, 
he felt no hesitation in uung the same remedies, after deple- 

Sr. Uobrib bad hoped to hear something of the modtit 
operandi of the drug. He advanoed the hypothews that it 
acts directly only on the nerve centres of sensation, produ- 
dng in them a more or less complete paralysis. A solution 
of opium ap[>lied to a sentient surface, causes local aasBlhe- 
si> to a greater or teas extenL Administered in moderately 
lai^ doses, this becomes general No increase or diminn- 
tion of motor power is observed. At first the pulse is 
quickened, but it soon beoomes slow and fuU. Respiration 
ia impeded, the blood is imperfectlv aerated, the re^iratoiy 
oenti«s of the medulla oblongata become affected, and the 
desire for respiration is no longer perceived. It becomes 
slow and slower, the blood becomes carbooized, the brun, 
InngB, liver, and heart are engorged, and death ensues from 
aninyzia. Is this engorgement due to the primary action 
of the drug, or the depraved state of the blood, "brought 
about by the inseusibility of the nervous centres? By 
obtunding the sensibility of the nerve centres, we msv often 
prevent exhaustion in patients; on this principle alone is 
to be exj>lained the so-called alterative powers of opium in 
chronic mfiarnmatioa Mr. Skey has shown the advantage 
of opium rightly administered in clironiculcers of the leg. If 
we suppose an irritation is produced by the sore in the pos- 
terior ^ey matter of the spinal cord from which an iuflu- 
enoe is sent by the anterior root, diLting the blood-vessds 
of the part, as seems to be proved by recent researches, we 
can easily comprehend that an agent capable of allaying the 
irritability of the nerve centre wul allow of the restoration 
of the natural calibre of the blood-vessels, and the conse- 
quent amelioration of the patient 



NEW YORK PATHOLOGICAL SOCIETY. 

Stated Meetiho, SiprKna 12, 1880. 
E. Erackowizeb, M.D., Freaident, in the Cbur. 

TlOBTATIOII CPOH UlTBAL TaLTI No OmB OAtTES rOK 

Dft. FiMNELL exhibited a heart taken from a man aged fifty- 
five. He was a tailor by occupation. While in Uie act of 
dancing one evening, he suddenly comjjsined of faintness, 
uid very soon afterwards expired. The post-mortem 
examination disclosed the existence of a small v^fetation 
upon the aortic valve, a little Urger than a muMord seed. 
All the other organs of the body were examined, and found 
to be in a healthy condition. 

Dr. Detkold was hardly inclined to consider the small 
vegetation referred to, a sufficient cause tot sudden death. 

Da. Kraokowizxx remarked that the lefl ventricle 
appeared to be hypertrophied and slightly dilated, but it did 
not seem to him tnst such a condition of things was depen- 
dent upon no small a deposit. 

Dr. Finiisu. stated that in making post-mortem exami- 
nations where even a small aroonnt of disease of the heart 
existed, it was CMtomary, when no other tesioD was found, 
to refer the caose of denUi to that organ. 

Periosteal TtrHOK or Intkidok Hatilla. 

Dr. Finhell presented a second specimen, which con- 
^sted of a portion of the lower jaw taken from a man thirty- 
eight ^ears of age. He was a healthy laborer, and had 
been in the enjoyment of excfllenl health up to three 
months ago, when a small snelling appeared in the outer 
surface of the jaw midway between its angle and symphysis. 

This gradually increased in size, and in the course of a 
couple of months became veiT punful; so much so, that he 
was compelled to walk the floor during the most of the 
night He finally made up his mind to submit to an opera- 
tion for its removal, and accordingly entered St Vincent's 
Hospital for that purpose. On admission, the tumor was 
firm, elastic, and occupied the position already referred to 
— was about the size of a hen's egg, and very much shrunken. 
I decided on taking away a portion of the jaw with it 
The bone, however, wasfound to be uninvolved,tbe growth 
only being periosteal in its origin. 

Ordral Hbrhia — Opbratioh. — Ehtkbitis. 
Db. Bbiddoh jwesented aspeoimen of tbeparts involved in 
hernia. On the 14th of last month Dr. B. was called in 
the evening to visit a Oerman woman fifty-four years old, 
married, and the mother of several children, who had been 
five dr ys previous under the care of a medical gentleman of 
this ciiy. She had been suffering from the symptoms, as 
the physician supposed, of bilious colic; and not beibre the 
morning of the fifth day was any tumor in the groin 
detected. The paOient bad suffered from the usual symp- 
toms of strangnlated hernia, vis, obstinate constipation and 
vomiting. When Dr. fi. saw her she was very much 
exhausted in consequence of ezoesaive vomiting; the pulae 
was one hundred. On examining the right groin, a tumor 
was discovered overlapping Foupart's ligament at about the 
junction of its inner and middle third; it was tense, but 
more movable than those tumors generally are. An 
attempt was made at reduction by several medical gentle- 
who were prcaent, but without avaiL The patient was 
placed under the influence of ether and the usual one- 
rauon for crural hernia performed by Dr. Briddon. On 
dividing the tissues down to the sac, and isolating i^ 
another attempt at reduction was made and likewise failed. 
On passing the index finger well up on the neck of the aao 
its point was inwnuated under some dense ligamentous 
bands, and on the division of these hands the contents of the . 
sack were very ea^y reduced without opening the sac 
itself. The wound was closed by suturee, and morphine 
was administered. The vomiting then ceased, ana the 
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woman wm ftpporentlT freed from p&in — she, however, 
grsdtiallj Bank uid diecl tbirt^-three houra after. 

The autopig wu mtde eight houra eller death. The 
whole wonnd nsd united hj ^t intention, and on 8ep*rat- 
ing its edgiss no ma was discovered. On opening the abdo- 
minal csTit^ there were no ngns of peritoneal inflMnma- 
tion present, but there were eTidences of the existence of 
Mm»w tnltntit. The whole anull inleeUne was injected 
from within tweUe inches of the ileo-cxecil TaJve, to the 
duodenum. On making an inciaon Uinnigb iU coata the 
mnoouB membrane was found to be Mftoied, and at some 
poiot* actual ulceration had taken place. Tht«e ulcen- 
tiona eziated In the centie of those patcbee (Pefer'a) where 
the iiyection waa the ereatest The aac waa found inverted, 
pTOtrudtaig into the abdomim^ cavity, and to its fundua waa 
adherent a pmiion ofomentiun. 

I preeume that the eae had been thug inTert«d by the 
tnobon of this portjon of the adherent omentuDi by 
t^ increasing tympanitis previous Ui death, and by the 
pehatahic action of the intestine. The inteatines fiXHU one 
end to the other were minutely examined, and not the 
aligfateet trace of atrangulatjon was discovered ; whether 
any portion of the intestine had been contained within the 
■ao during life, I am unable to aay. The patient had suf- 
fered from the sympton»a of hernia for nme or ten jean^ 
but never wore a truss. Until about four daya before I saw 
her ahe was always able to reduce the gat 

Ds-DnMOLDin this connexion dted thefollowingoase: — 
A few monthB ago a physician of thia city sent me a patient 
with MranKulated hernia. I called to see the case and 
fbund • middle-aged woman with a small, firm, strangulated 
hernia, which could not be reduced. An operation was 
decided upon, and she was placed under the influence of 
chloroform, but just as the first incision waa about being 
made the husband came in, and, being slightly intoxicated, 
otgected to die expedient. I was compellea to leave the 
woman unrelieved. A few hours after this the man became 
a little sobered and consequently changed his mind. 
then sent for and bein; ' ' ' 



, ^ able to respond to the calL 

requested another physician in the neighlKirhood to atl«nd 
■ ""le pnyaidan went with the intention of 



in my place. The 

operating, but at toon 'a* ht louekrd tlit tumor tht htmia 
ridttted tltdf. I have not the shghlest doubt but that the 
•dmiiuBtratioD of the chloroform caused the reduction. The 
hernia had been strangulated two days before I saw the 

In answer to several questions, Dr. Briddon made the 
fn^wlng additional statemenU in rebtion to his case: The 
patient bad been treated by active cathartica, but they were 
ratnmedby vomiting. There were no evidences that could 
be relied on of the presence of intestine in the tumor. Dr. 
B. was under the impression that the enteritiB first made its 
uipearance, and that the strangulation waa caused by the 
eirorts at vomiting, thus aggravating those symptoms which 
already existed. 

Db. ERACKOwim remarked that it wonM be interesting 
to BScertMn whether the enteritis was due to the remedies 
administered, or to the condition of the contents of the 
bowela. It sometimes occurs that patients who have had 
Strangulated hernia die very goon alter the operation, not 
so much from the efiecta of peritonitis as firom exhaustion. 
In these easee we sometimes find the mucous membrane of 
the small intestine very much injected and atao sof^ned. 
He has thought that this state of things was owing to the 
acrid diaracter of the contents of the bowels, as the result 
of the strsngolation, producing local inflammation and 
ulceration. 'The first evacuaUons are sometimes so acrid 
•i to make the eyes water. 

Db, MiRxoiHtated that one pracUcal point of interest in 
connexion with the case waa the oondition of the mucous 
inflammation following the operation, which, inasmuch as 
there were no evidences of the presence of the intestine in 
the tumor, it could hardly be supposed was caused by 
atrangutation of the omentum. I have verified in my own 
experience that acute aevere inflammation of the intestines 



does sometimes follow after an operation, wludi, however, 
we are very apt to overlook in our anxiety for pehtonnl 
infiatnmation. 

Dr. Bbtpdok remarked that the condition of the mc, ■■ 
revealed in the post-mortem examination, was a pmot 
which interested him particulariy, and suggested the idea 
that it might be de^rable in similar cases where the eon- 
tents could be reduced, to invert the sac with a new <i 
producing a radical cure. 



Ds. Krackowiiib presented a specimen of a ftetoa ud 
envelopes which were expelled two months beicM b; 
a woman thirty-eight years of age. She was the molbei 
of eight children, enjoyed an average degree of bealtli, lod 
her courses were always regular. She bad weaned a child 
eight months old about the middle of June, IS58, m coue- 
quence of her menses having been established. Thcper- 
formance of this fiinction was regular up to the latter put <J 
that year, when she miscarried. The attendant hemonluge 
was quite severe, but yielded to the application of Mtriu- 
gents. Id four weeks after this her courses rewieired, mi 
she was regular up to January, 1860, when tbey ceuid. 
At that time she made up her mind that she was pRgntnl, 
in consequence of her great aversion to meat; thii wu 
always an infallible symptom with her. When she vm, u 
she thought, ^x weeks adviinced in gestation, she struoel 
herself in attempting to reach somethinK, and at the nme 
time experienced a uiarp pain in her right aide low down. 
This pain, however, was of short duration. ARer tbii ihe 
commenced to have an appetite for meat V^°, bat ^ 
menses did not appear. About the middle of Juoe, haof 
very much terrified by a portion of the ceiling &Diiig 
down, she noticed a day or two after a bloody spot on htf 
linen. This slight discharge oondnued to show ilidr (sti 



very much reduced. Wlien I made a vaginal ei 
I found that the uterus was almost in a transvene po9tioa 
in the pdvis. The cervix was thickened and enbrjed, *nd 
08 externum was so open that the mucous lining cJ the 
cervix was seemingly drawn outward. For the purpoBc rf 
ascertaining positively the source of the bemotrh*^ i 
uterine sound was introduced ; it entered the cavity of lie 
oi^an to the extent of 4^ inches. I could tiien more Ik 
uterus in any direction. I thought that she would abort m 
time; advised her to keep a hraicontai poeition, andnn 
her astringents. Three days subeequently, on the Iw) <i 
July, she waa taken with pains in the afternoon, and about 
six o'clock she expelled this mass. With one irf the lt« 
pains a email quantity of fluid, amniotic in character, asM 
with a gush; then this mass, which was oviud in ehipe, 
having the cast of the uterine cavity. On its side there wti 
a crack, by enlarging which a little cavity was discoraed. 
The walls of this cavity were uneven, and marked with i 
number of protuberances, varying in size fi'om apes to i 
hickory out. A thin whitish membranous layer coreiw 
all these prominences, dipping down into the inwr^ia» 
In this cavity also lay a loose folded pear-shaped W « 
thin membrane, and when this was imlit open it was ma 
to contain a foetus which was about half an mch long. H* 
cord made a couple of very sharp twists near the abdoflWii 
and then with long epinds continued to the extent of tbte^ 
quarters of an inch, until it was lost in the substance of fe 
co^Tulum. The coagulum on the outside was (rf a grey* 
yellow color interspersed with a red tinge, but upon tb* 
mside it gave the' appearance of bright ftesh dot w 
insertion of the umbilical cord is stilt evideoL 

There are several points of interest in this east w 
main portion of the mass is undoubtedly ooaguUted bwM, 
and the loose and collapsed sac which had been twiM 
with one of the last pains is Uie amnion. There "*'*?' 
traces either of the chorion or decidua. The amnion unoer 
the microscope showed the structureless material I <»™ 
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not detect the presence of tay epithelium. The thin 
membruioua lajer irhidi covered tne protuberances was 
undoubtedly nothing but a thin film of coagulated fibrins. 
There were on the upper periphery of tlie mass, imbedded 
in the coagulum. three cystg from the siie of a hen^ seed 
to • small pea, wnich resembled thoM of which the hjdatio 
molea are compoeed. Kow mj tbeon' i>S that the fcetus 
died when the woman had ^e pain in the lower part of the 
abdomen from the Btrwu, and that while Ijing as an inert 
mass in the womb the decidua and chorioo through a pro- 
cess of retrograde metamorphows disappeared, with the 
exceptioD of the hydatid mentioDed. The fcetus ia undoubt- 
edly rix weeks old. Now if it had died at the lime the 
woman noticed the first bloody dischat^ from the vagina 
(middle of June) her pregnancy wonid have ownmenoed at 
the beKinning of May. But I maintain that from that time 
until Uia commeocing abortion it was imponible for the 
chorion and decidua to be absorbed entirely. We must 
then asume that the ceasution of the menses in January, 
and the other rational symptoms, indicated pregnancy. That 
the fcBtns died the middle of February without inciting 
the womb to expulsive contractions, and that it wad only 
the formation of concentric coegula around the amnion, and 
the consequent increase of the size of the ovum, whit^ 
finally induced uterine contractions. 
Tbie Society then adjounied. 
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LOSS OF MEMORY OF NAMES AFTER INJURY 
OP HEAD. 

[FpR the fbllowing interesting case, we are indebted to 
Vtot. Hekst, of the Smithsonian Institution, Washington, 
to whom it was communicated. — Ed. Mid. Tiusa.} 

"Sib — 1 beg leave to report to your institution a case 
which fell under my immediate observation last Spring. 
A man residing in the town of Don Femuidez de Zoos 
(New Mexico), received in a rencounter a severe blow 
on the left side of his head, extending across the cheek 
bone and the ear. He was badly stunned for a time, and 
tendered, for Bome two weeks, what would be called adille- 
headed. Much blood settled beneath both under eye-lids. 
The eye-balla were also a good deal hlood-shot, and his 
hearing was affected. Some three weeks after the occur- 
ranoe, he seemed to be pretty well relieved (or in progress 
of relief) from the efTecta of the blow, except that he had 
entirely Q^mi^t say) lost the power of recoil ectinfr proper 
names. He could not remember the names of his most 
familiar acquuntances ; and when I last saw him be had 
provided himself with paper and a pendl, and, as occasion 
required, was setting down the names of persons and 
plttDca. Wliether the person was absent or present, made 
no difference. I am satisfied there was no fraud or false 
pretence in the matter. I was in tlie same house with him 
about two weeks, and examined him thoroughly to see if 
there were any trick in Uie matter. The affair of tlie Gght 
-was also fbllv investigated in court, in which I waa engaged 
M counsel, thoroughly satisfying myself of the man's since- 
rity. Hisname was William Betta. He was bom at Nash- 
▼ille, Tennessee, and his father's name was John Betta; the 
only names he could recollect were those of his father, 
Nashville, and his own name. Common names ho recol- 
lected without any apparent difficulty. He is a miller by 
trade, has been a Uttle dissipated, and is between thirty and 
forty years of age. I have not heard whether his memory 
has returned or not Does his csm throw any light upon 
phrenology ? 

Very respectfully, 

8. M Baird. 

AuiT(|vnqn^ Haw Uiitm, Julf n, ISM 
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city and Uie northwest. It was inaugurated in 1868, under 
the ausfHces of a board of truiteea, two attending, and two 
consulting surgeona. Patients are attended and fnmisbed 
with medicine gratnitooaly. Dr. E. L. Holmes, a graduati< 
of Harvard Medical College^ and for some time a student at 
Vienna and Paris, where he paid particnlar attention to 
diseases of the eye and ear, under the instruction of De«- 
maires, Sichel, and Jaeger; and Dr. E. PoweL a ^fradnate 
and present demonstrator of analomy in Rush Medical CM 
lege, are the attending surgeona Irofessors Brainard and 
Freer are the consulting surgeons. The past success of Ae 
infirmary, its increasing patronage, the real want of an 
institution of that kind, and the exertions ( " ' 
friends, partioulari; of its medical officers, ii 
nency, and place it first among the moat noUe d 
our city, 

Tlie two medical schools liere have formallv opened, and 
are now in successful operation. Tbe Rush Medical College 
(old school) began under more favoraUe auifHoee than at 
any other terra. Tbe attendance duriof; tbe preliminary 
course in October was larger tlian anticipated, and oa the 
first day of the regular ses.'tion seventy-five students had 
already matriculated. The introductory address was 
dehvered on Wednesday evening, Nuv. 8, by Pruf. Blaney. 
The clinical advantages to atudentaattending tbisschoolare 
of the first order, six regular cliniques bwng given weekly, 
two medical and four surgical. During the last session 
Profl Brainard, who has chave of the surgical wards at the 
City Hospital during the ooileee term, performed, in pre- 
sence of me class, one amputation at the hip joint, one at 
the shoulder joint, one resection of knee Joint, one of elbow 
joint, and numerous minor operations, besides treating frac- 
tures of nearly every variety. In addition to the City 
Hospital, the students have acoess to tlie United States 
Marine Ho^ital and college chnics. The Summer course 
of this institution will begin soon after the close of the 

Tilar session, and continue four months. The same clini- 
instruction will be continued throughout the entire 
term. Tlie new school (Medical Department of Lind Uni- 
versity) began its second annualsessionon Monday, Oct 8, 
by an introductory from Prof. Byford. The number of 
students, thus far, is less than last winter, and tbe experi- 
ment of establishing a new system (^studv, rather discour- 
sing to those who inaugurat«d the new plan of " elevating 
the standard of medical education." 

The general health (rf our oily, as usual, is excellent, 
affording very little encouragement to new comers of the 
profession, and rather diaouuraging prospecta to those 
already located here. Diphtheria still previuls to a mode- 
rate extent, and in one case which came under the writer's 
observation not long ago, was followed by paralysis, afiect- 
ing first the muscles of (he soft pabte, and thence extend- 
ing its iniluenoe gradually to the extent of produdpg in 
regular order amaurods, deafness, entire lose of mobiUty of 
the upper and lower extremities, toother with oonsideiaUs 
impairment of sensation. The primary disease subuded 
some time in advance of the panuytic afiection, and at tbs 
time I saw the case the throat and fauces presented a healthy 
a[^iearance. 

A case of more titan usual interest to the profession ia 
now on trial in the Circuit Oinrt of our city. The plain- 
tiff, in the case, is Dr. A. Fisher, a regular phywcian, of good 
atui(Ung, and about twenty-five years m practiofc The 
defendant is H. 0. Stone, a man of conwderaUe wealth 
and infiaence. The plaintiff was called upon to attend the 
wife of the defendant in her first confinement, April 9, 
The labor lasted three hour^ and in the leport of 
' Jottmal, made 



the case, contWed in the Chicago ifedtealJi 
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by the pUintiff, it ia atated that notliinz unusuttl occurred, 
except a Mvere pain in the H^t ude, between the fourth 
and fifth ribs. The plaintiff Tinted the patient dailj after 
ber otMfinement until April 19, len days, when convales- 
cence waa bo lac established that he diacoatinued hk vmta, 
with the reouicst to be recalled if any untoward sTn^toma 
occurred. On Uay 7, eighteen days after the last yiait, 
and twenty-eight days after theconfinemraitjbe was recalled 
to the patient, ob account of her flowing. He advised rest, 
tM (Xlernally, and aatringent injeclJons. These affording 
only temporary rebet^ on the 18th of May, thirty-nine day* 
after ber cODfioemenC, be made a digital examination, and, 
" (o bia utter aBtoniahmflnt, found the utenie oompleCdy 
uiverted, with the fundus resting on the perineum. The 

flaintiff continued to attend the patient until the 14th of 
nly, when she went east to place herself under ihe care of 
Mme hydropathic inatitntion. She remained under treat- 
ment at the " water (.-ure " nearly two months, without 
emerienoing any benefit ^le next consulted Dr. Potter, 
of Oeneva, Kew Tork. Dr. P. at once recognised the diffi- 
culty, and by means of an inetriuoent of bis own invention 
Bucaeded in restoring the organ to its natural position on 
the 14th of October, 1868, six months after her conflnemenL 
Becovery rapidly followed, and in lees than two weeks she 
was able to return home. In Uarch, 1858, neariy a year 
after Dr. Fiaher was first called upon to attend Hxa. Stone, 
he (Dr. F.) prosecuted Mr. Stone for slander, alleging 
that he (Mr.^ had used every means in bis power to 
iqjure bis (Dr. F.'s) charact«r as a proftiMional man, by mi»- 
representing Ma medical skill in general, and the treat- 
ment of thii case in particular. He claimed damages 
to the amount of twenty thousand dollars. Since March, 
1859, both parties have been actively engaged in preparing 
for the triaL Depositions have been taken of Prot^sors 
Miller, Meigs, Bedford, Delamater, Quackenbusb, and Lee, 
to the amount of nearly two thousand pages of lawyer's oaf. 
Professor White, of Buffak>, and Dr. Poller, of Geneva, are 
here aa witnesses for the defendaoL The profesaion of this 
city are greatly interest«d in the result of the case, many of 
vrhom are retained as witaesaes. It may be of interest to 
know that Mrs. Stone waa confined in July (I860) last, 
without any unusual occurrence before, during, or after 
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Oct. 15. — I saw at the Royal Infirmary an infant eight 
m o n t h a and a few days old, apparently in very good hedth 
and qjbita, upon whom tracheotomy had been pufonned thr 
crouj^ five weeks previous bv Dr. Bell. The operation waa 
done as a dernier ratort, when the child was in artiailo 
mortit. The inner canula of a small double tracheotomy 
tube was inserted, and had been retained until tbe present 
writing. Symptoms of suffocation atiU supervene upon 
any attempt to re esUblisb the natural paseage of air. The 
obild, however, appears so perfectly wdl. that it is highly 
probable that but a short time longer will supervene before 
the air will pass per via* naturaltt. Having diHW the 
operation twice myself, with, however, only temporary 
relief lbs case intereeta me much, and I shall take great 
pleasure in reporting ita further progre.ia. I alao aaw 
^tplied Syme'B modification of DupuytreB's splint for frac- 
tures of the leg bones. It is a simple narrow board, padded 
to fit tbe front of the limb, from the knee downwards, and 
shaped at the instep like the upper part of a stirrnp-iron. 
It will readily be seen that the projecting poinla of the 
board on each side of the foot prevent any lateral d)n>lace- 
ment, and a sling bandage, extending from the Uteral 

C'ala behind the heel, easily rectifies any displacement 
kwards. 



OeL 1&. — To-day I visited tbe boy npon whom I had 
applied I^. Lewis A. Savre's ajdint for morbus coxarins, and 
found him free from all appearance of disease. His caae 
ia briefiy this : — Robert Richanhon, Ave and a half years 
old. Laat January aymptoms of morbua coxarins began t« 
come on ; Mr. Syme aaw bim in the course of tbe Spring, 
and, according to the parents' account, pronoanccd it a welt- 
marked case of hip-diaease. Deeault's ^hat waa used, 
sod kept applied for thirteen weeks without eileinrion. 
Accordmg to tbe parenta, no benefit waa perceptible. 
When I waa asked (o see him there waa evidence of 
advancing disease. Frequent starting at night, nates flat- 
tened, pain referred to tbe knee, and great stifferiog induced 
by striking upon the heel or trochanter. The ni^ts were 



I ^tplied Dr. Sayre's apltB 



I tbe 11th of Sept. 



Inuoediate r^ef followed. His ni^ts became quiet, all 
pain ceased, and his general health r^iidly improved. 
Determining to test the possibiUty of keejni^ up extension 
and counter-extension for a long lime, which is here desired, 
I continued powerful eztension all tbe time, visiting tbe 
patient, however, only once in four or five days. Nothing 
was done for three weeks but to occasionally increase the 
extension. No excoriation was caused by tbe ext«nsk>D, 
but a band, going around thi^ and splint, simply to keep 
it together, was suffered, through inattention, to cut tiirouffh 
the skin. At tbe end of two weeks and six days from the 
date of its ^plication I removed it, to see if there would 
be any return of the symptoms. Now, October 16, the 
boy bears rude handling of Ihe Bmb, and rapping on tbe 
beel and trochanter wiihout tbe slightest complaint, and is 
greatly improved in generd health. I still confine bim to 
bed, but I look upon the care as complete. The uominent 
pointa of the case are — 1st. The utter inutility of Desault'a 
splint. 2d. The immediate and entire relief afforded by 
Dr. Sayre's splint. 3d. Tbe ease with which powerful 
extension was borne. 4th. llie little attention absolutely 
required of the su^eon. 5lh. The great improvement in 
general health which followed the removal of irritation. 
Although personally unknown to Dr. Sayre, it gives me 
pleasure to thus pubhcly testify to the merits of his improve- 
ment in the treatment of this dreadful disease. I ahall take 
great pleasure in introducbg this instrument to the notice 
of the profession in the other citiea I purpose visitinj[. 

Oct, 17. — To-day Mr. Syme performed amputation at 
tbe ankle-joint for atrumoua disease of the tarsus. The 
operation was neatiy done with a short heel flap. He dis- 
articulated at the ankle before sawing off the malleoE 
Having practised the operation upon the subject, I have 
come to the conclusion that it can be more r^iJtv and 
neatly accomplished by not disarticulatinf. Dr. Watson 
promptly reduced a dislocation of the shoulder, of two 
weeks and three days atandine, in a woman, under cbloro- 
fbrm, with the beel in the axilla. 



At the last meeting of the Medical Soiyiely of London, Dr. 
Richardson read a bi^y interesting paper on the Pkynolo- 
gieal and Thvrapeutkal ProperHm of we Peroxide of Sj/dro- 
gen. Though this asent was discovered upwards of fortv 
years ago 0" 1818), by Tb^nard, and nas been much 
studied, Its true character has not been understood. Dr. R 
bas devoted a year to the investigation of its propertiee, 
and not without some most important results. The chief 

Eints of interest in his paper are: — 1. A striking relation 
tween peroxide of hydrogen, and ozone. 2. Its great 
power of oxidation. When it ia added to venous blood, 
the latter at once asaumea an arterial color. It is remark- 
able that ita oxidizing power ceases in the presence of nar- 
cotics and alkaloida 3. It has the power of suspending 
cadaveric rigidity. 4. Its therapeutic properties require 
further investigation, bat it seems adapted to those caaea 



Digitized by 



Cjoogic 



Ai<»kuif.di<»iTtmM. MEDICAL NEWS. 

where death aeenia due to deficient o^cjgen ; dinbetea is a 
diaeue in which the author cooaidered it etpecislly Applica- 
b)e, as this disease depends on deficient oxidation of organic 
materials. 5. It should be administered in distilled water, 
and may be combined with acids, and the muriated tincture 
of iron, but alkalies and carbonates are incompatible. Much 
interest was manifested in the paper, but the subject was so 
new that nothing of interest was elicited bj the discussion 
which followed. I saw a rare luxation of the elbow-joint 
recentlj at the Middlesex Hospital, which terminated favor- 
ablj. It was a,compltU lateral displacement of both bones, 
external}-, with exposure of the joint. Tlie reduction was 
esHljr effected, and the patient made a good recoTerj, with 
very good use of the joint. 
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APPOINTMEITTS. 

Abbot Kodoman, M.D., Physician to the City Prison, 
New York, in place of Dr. Covil, deceased. 

Johh StMMoss, M.D., Assistant Phyucian to the City 
Prison, New York. 

PERSONAL. 

Dr. Cbarub D. Surra, of New Tork, has returned from 
a European tour. 

Dtb. C. p. Russell, and Wiluam F. Holoomb, of New 
York, are at present in Paris. 

Dr. Groroe Lewis, of New York, has gone to Minne- 
sota, on account of incipient pulmonarr phthi^ 

Dr. a TsATS, late Surgeon to the Bteamer Fuhon, haa 
resigned his pueilion, and established himself in practice in 
New York. 

Dr. LAtfoanow, of Cambridge, Mass., who joined the 
Arctic expedition at the last moment, has returned, leaving 
the vessels frozen in the ice off Oreenland. 

Da. C U. RuBLEE, orYermont, is abont to visit the seat 
of wai in Italy. 

Prof. J*jn» P. White, of Buffalo, N. Y., was on the 
witnesg's stand two days and a half in the trial now in pro- 
gress in Chicago, known as the Fisher case ; and is reported 
to have done himself great credit. 



Jakes— Yatm.— On Sunday evening, Oct. 14, by the 
Rev. Peter Stryker, Edward H. Janes, M.D., of this City, to 
Janie M., daughter of James D. Yates, Esq., of Williams- 
bvgh, L. I. 

Covil — On 3unday, Nov. 4, at New York, Joim C. Co- 
vn., M.D., Physician to the City Prisoiij kU 52. Dr. Covil 
was appointed physician to the City Prison in 1647, by the 
Common Conncil of New York, and retwned the posiUon 
until his death. 

New York Academy or MEDioi!r«.~The anniversary 
meeting was held on Wednesday evening, Nov. 7, in the 
hall of the Historical Society. The oration was delivered 
by the President, Da. John Watson, to a seket audtenc«. 

New York Mrmcal Couktt Sooieft. — At the Annual 
Meeting of this Society, held Nov. 12, the following officers 
were dected for the ensuing year :—/V«>dm(, Dr. H. D. 
BuLKLET ; Vice Prt$idmt, Da. Alfred Underbill ; Iitt:ord- 
tag Seerelai-y, Dr. Hknrt S. Downs ; Corretponding Srat- 
fary, Dr. A. S. Pobdt; Treamtrtr, Dr. Ban. R. BosiHfioK. 
It is staled there are now about four hundred and filly 
members liviDf^ and that the Society has had six hundred 
members. 
L St. Nicholas SociErr.-r-At the Annual meeting of this 



Society, Drs. Edward L. Beadli and James R, Woovwere 
elected Physicians • and Dr. Jobn W. Fbahcis and James 
Ardebson, Consulting Physicians. 

Castletoh Medical Coixeoe. — This school commenees 
its Sixtieth Session ou the last Thursday of Febniair. 

The British Medical Jodrnal, the ornn of the British 
Medical Association, adverti.>es for an Editor in the place 
of Dr. Akdrew Wynteb, resigned. 

The Jamaica Qcarterly Journal of Mbdioihe, S«nEHCE, 
AND Arts. — We have received the first number of this 
Journal From the preface we leara that it is twenty-five 
year? Ginee tlie old Jamaica Journal ceased to ezisL The 
present effort to establish a Medical Journal in that Island 
seems to be well sustained. 

New Pcrlicationb. — HoreTi Ifaauai of ISU^iogy, trans- 
lated aud edited by Prof W. E. Van Burbk, is about to be 
issued by Bailliere Brothers. Virekmo't CtUiHar Pathology 
is announced for republication br De Witt & Co. 

Ahaltbt for tub City of Lohdok. — Dr. Letheby has 
been appointed by the authorities of London as pubUo 
analyst ; his duty being to analyse the food, etc. 

The Late Dr. Addison. — The will of this eminent phyu- 
cian was lately admitted to probate, and the personalty 
sworn under £60,000 by one of the Executors. 

We learn from a mominE paper that a communication 
has been received from Mr. N. Ualeh, of Egremont, Mnss., 
by the Commissioners of Charities and Correction, pro- 
posing to present to the City of New York four hundred 
acres of land, situated in Ulster County in this StAte, for 
the eiclusive right and benefit of the children of the poor 
of New York wno are thrown upon the city for Huppoit and 
[H'olection. The benefit will he extended lo such worthy 
and proper persons of both sexes as may be selected by the 
Commissioners. The property is to be placed in the hands 
of trustees, four of whom willbe appointed by tlie Commis- 
sioners of Public Charities. The matter is under con- 
sideration. 

Medical Stttdests and Secession. — A large number of 
Southern Medical Students, attending lectures at the Uni- 
versity Medical College in this city, held a meeting on 
Friday evening, November 9, to consider what course they 
should take in view of the results of the late election. 
Several Southern gentlemen, temporarily in the city, 
addressed the meeting, some ui^ng their immediate return 
home, others counselling moderation. Dr. J. Marion Simi, 
who was present, made tiie following remarks as reported 
in the World: — 

He said that until about an hour ago he did not know of 
the intention to hold this meeting. Ilis heart was with the 
South — he dearly loved it, as the place of his birth. He 
was no poLtician, and knew nothing beyond his profession, 
but he came there fbr the purpose, as a Southerner, and 
sympathizing with them, to advise and to offer them the 
counsel of al)rothcr — of a dither, for he was old enough to 
be the father of any of the young Southerners present — 
but he advised them to wait patiently and not to he precipi- 
tate. He was waiting when the proper time came to leave 
all here, his business, bis interests, his reputation, what 
little he had made, and return to his own naty'e State. 
Altliough a resident of New York, he still regarded Ala- 
bama as his home, for his estate lay there — his negroes 
were there, and when Alabama needed the assistance of her 
sons he was ready to return. He advised Ihem to wait 
until their respective States bod declared to leave tlie 
present Union. He then advised them heartily to go to 
their homes and protect the interests that were dear to all 
Southerners in whatever country or State they mi^t be 
placed in. He said they were not among enemies. Let 
tJiem look at their hospital advanti^es here. The South 
had just as good medical schools as the North, but this city 
had better hospital advantages than any other. He advised 
the students not lo throw them awny. There was not a 
more rabid secessionist in the room than himself, and the 
only difference between them was on the subject of exp- 
diency. Wben the propertime came, he was tor going with 
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thu rest — thi« wta when the States seceded. It was a duty 
of every young man there to hia parents, to bis country, to 
remain in this city until their State aeceded. Let them 
-wait till their State called them to the defence of the South. 
There were good and glorious men at the South, who could 
grapple the animal hy the homa. He hoped the students 
would net leave hastily, and when the lime came be was 
ready to ^ with ihem. 

Rest^uUons were offered, which were paased, after bdng 
modified to read as follows : — 

E0$^hted^ TbMl Wfl eoiiddflr It our bonnden Aatj Co ntarn to oar bom« 
UHonunBTof thsltoaUHrnl^Utetwooilc 

Bttoinrd, Tint we congntDlau tb* cttlMoa of Hew York cltr on their 
mulr Tote fhr Ihe President ud olher nOeer*, ud will gnlefDltj mnem- 
ber ib<m tn their deiotlun to th« Unloa 

On Tuesday, November 13, the Southern students attend- 
ing die New York Medical College, held a similar meeting. 
From the same paper we lake the following extract: — 

Prof Raphael, a native of Virgmia, was called upon to 
address the meeting. He did not consider that the elec- 
tion of Lincoln was a sufficient cause for the students to 
relinquish the superior advantages afforded by New York 
to medical studeota. Politics and a medical education 
ahould be kept distinct from each other. He thought the 
present aspect of affairs in Uie South was not legitimately 
the immediate result of any political influence, but a turbu- 
lent state which a lot of alarmbta had been plotting and 
planning for a long period, in order to profit by it in some 
war or other. 

The committee then came in and offered the foDowing 
resolutions : 

stlag Ib th1> dtf. of 8<n tlwni m«dk*] atndnita, 

' — " — lirthwith lo (UndoD the eall«* 

uou, In flaw or the noent Frsd- 

\R«Mtesi, 'nuttheelu>Tn~ui«du« at the -^ew Tort Medlwl Col- 

S*Dd CbiillT HotplWl,'' indadiu a aimbsr at »oatl»rB inea who tn 
umlnfflii Hew YoAlatho pnnnitofmedleAl edounob, uid for which 
paipoM iSey Iut* l*ft Ihttr bomM, *Bd en(««d dikid Ibe lectarei now la 
ptognee bera, cen aee Do rcoeoD fur ueb neb end Abrupt mnsurwe u tboe* 
TecoBunudeO, uiUI tb* rapMtIn BWM of the Bontb (o wblch we beloiie^ 



•ttirUbeiebee 

nod rvtaro to che^ bomea, Sa poll 

denllal olcctloD, ind It* poatlbb n 



Mnetlon from boma ItMt it I* « 



.. . IT pnlHeoK m Bonlban DMb bj blrtb 
am traiuuUn vltb woUgnul pollilca either 
» pnjadlce epilDit the SoBlh [i cBtnteloed 
llow^Mndooti. we bevena Jaal pnlait CIrftir- 



I'othw NortbATi ecbool*la doKriutll d 



Hoithor Soatb.uidthirt: 
bv UT otoDr noreeut* o 
MUag the olliTlo*] ud otbiic «]< 
In* our profeioloi 

KmsIiwI, Tb.. ^ . ,_ 

bratbien Ib othw Nonbern ecbool* lo da eo, until dutj' lo our ruptollTe 
eutee (bell lummon na awej from odt eluillei at the oil of petrintlioi, 
when we {riedga oiuwlfei to aba;, u loftl clUcens of the Southern Blilei, 

Prof. Reese, a native of Marybnd, urged the adoption of 
the resolutions, and expressed the hope that they would 
recognise no political distinctions until there was something 
growing out of Uiem that would affect their devotion to 
acience ; then there would be a just pretext for lirowing 
up their studiea 

AStei spirited remarks br Profi. Gardner and Budd, 
both of New York, the resolutions 
loudy. 



■ruiier and Duua, 
} put and carried 
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TO CORRESPONDENTS. 

M £Mu Ana.— If jon will look at " 
e a|Mn Uoara o' - "•-•-'• '- "^-^ " — 

It AlfOtt, France, a. 



nfioara «r' ■ atuduit lo Fwie," tod will llBd a 
s of the opantlau Bpoa the lldnKbodT cf the 

J Sehogl at AlfOtt, France. aJlud^ ta In tblB 



ty (BAfbl Inqnlrlaa, bt 



aj appmbetJaB vl tha 
'a. Ue; bll the nail 
Svdetlea lUte, county, and 
ril mE^t be cbeeked." 



Criminal AitrUim.—-' I cunol anffloiaaUf » 
raiolDliDiie of the BiMtt Co. Medleal Soeletj, 
predaelj db the bead. If all our Uedleal : 
TDlnDtarr, would take ulnillvfronDd, the 

PUUDILPHll. SoV, IS, laSD. lUUriBT. 

BsiirW.— Tb* objeotlonabla paHagu mnit be atrieken out, 
Bif/t AiltiKiaUam.—- 1 heard a hamiwpMlilc teacher of tnattrla ntdl 
lo-day, nlate the fallowing ctie lo bitpuplli: 'A lad^ in BuOUoaeDt 
mef^r mfdlctna, to ramoTa ma acuta diflfasa uDdcr wbleh ahe wae tun 
IB^ 1 aent her three pilla, aAcb one aontalnli^ a Dtinute quaall^ 



iHj affect trani the remedr; eha tc 
dueed aflcb an effect that aba rafraii 
OBt my adiioo. I dlrecled her ti 



b uf the drag pRi 
MherlnnumTorblL 
Id ecbool ejeiedi of doilii^' 



HrtCHOom, Mich.: Dr. K. 8c 
Dr. Om. K. AaniiiH. I" " 
ooai, M. Y. : Ur. W. Giu 



, ... Y.iDr.aonn 

loniui.N'. Y.; Dr, J. L UiKW.H.Y, 
. JoHH K. Luuna. N. Y. ; Prat A. Ji 
, N. Y.; Dr. J. 1. MiT™«w»o>.T«i.; 
. WiLuci. O.; Dr. A. B. Kim, Toil: 
. PnaoE. Maia.; Dr. J. Y. BicBni.Pi.: 



' TramtbeMdajof NoTaubrrto thalOlbdajc^NoTeQbK.UN. 

.DwMa— Uea, 8t; watnan, K; boja, 68: (ble, 83-latal.tU. AWH, 
14&; children, 170; malea, ITd ; fcmaTea, 14T ; colored, t. Inlkoti odir 

iBlkDtuoj,!; InhiaUle ct^ivnlsloiu,^^; ooup, IS: illjiliiliiala. In , illaiibaa, 
t-. dyaenteiT, *; scarlet fevar, IJ; tjphna uid lyrfiold fcHia, I; a* 

l^ammatlon orbraio, B; of bowcia, S; of Innga, 19, 
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MEDICAL DIARY OF THE WEEK 

I Raw Toai HtMnrai, Dr. Vttun, balf-paat 1 rji. 
< BiLurni HDaFiTU,I>r. Maerai^, hall-paitl ra 

j E¥BlHnuiAiii,OleewHttor}iye, jiif. 

( Niw Yoai HowniL, Dr. Parker, balf-pait 1 rJt 

j Etk iHnimaT, DIaeaeeeof Kar. Kb. 

1 OrnTiuLiiicUaariui.,Ura.eiap)Mii»DAO««* 

( BaixuvDaHoapiTu.Di. Clark, hair-put I rjL 



, illb, haU-paat 1 r.a. 

\ BlLti»Bi HovRit, Dr. Gonlejr. baU-pan 1 p.» 
t K. ¥. AcAonii or Auicoa, half-paifl rjL 

jdo HaairraT-Dn. Mapbenana k Omtik, 1 1 
BC IlolnTAi,I>r. Pat«, balf.f>it 1 rji, 
■ HoariTAL, Dr. Buker, htlf-paat 1 fjl 
: Naw You tlaenT.li, Dr. Parkar, half-paat 1 rJi. 

BiLLavDi HoeriTAL, Dr. Clark, IV f.b. 
[ UnlRFUuaT.Mnaaworitmtw; 
BaLiatim HaaF„ Dn. PBrkw and Wood, hilf|iit 1 ■ 

" CI Hoanrii, Qb. aieptodMa * OolA > i 

llognTiuI>rrsiBlth,bair«it1 fjl 
U«», WasdI bUBV, Dr. C nl0*a^» 



SPECIAL NOTICES. 

Niw ToBE AoADBMT OF MiDiom. — At lite taai n\M») 

Pbof. a. K. Oariwer toiS rtad on Bmf^ im Iht "Sy/i^ 

of Ihe Seining MaxMne," and Da. T. Or. Tbomas t«B «*** 

a new Tmfrumcnt fir perfimu^ OmnMomy. 
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DELITERBDAT BELLEVUE BOePITAL, NOV. t, ISMl 

BY B. FORDYOB BARKER, M.D. 

OtsTLSMSv: — I luve hud no opportunitr to prepare my 
thoughts for the occnsion, having boea oUigeil, us is always 
the caae under such circutnaLoucea, U> act entirely in Ibe 
emergeacy; I trust ihcrufore you will make every ollow- 
«tice for any dt.'3ultorincss in iny remarks.* 

The case whiuh I operated upon just now I will briefly 
relate the hiutory of, and then call your attention for a few 
moments to the conditions and circumstAnces under which 
the operation of Cesarean section should be performed, the 
method of performing it, and the aller-lreatment. I waa 
Gist summoned to sou the woman early tliis morning, and 
I arrived about 9 o'clock. The history, u related to mc, 
was, that tlie patient, aged thirty-eigljt years, bad been in 
labor two days, but that she had not iaformeu the obstetric 
BtalTaa to her condition until last evening. She was coQ' 
fined twelve years ago with her first child, whiuh after four 
days' labor wa^ Liorn alive. Since that period she has been 
confined twice, and both of the children have been delivered, 
after severe labor, by craniotomy. Wheu examined after 
her last labor she was told by her physdans, tliat on account 
of the condition of her pelvis she would never be able 1a 
have aliving child, and sne was accordingly strongly advised 
against becoming pregnant. However, she came to tlie 
hospital pregnant, and was lost night sunt to tlic lying-in 
ward, wnen it was found, on examination, that she was in 
the second stage of labor, (hat the membranes were rup- 
tured, and the Hquor amnii had escaped; the cervix uteri 
dilatable and partially dilated. Dr. Fcrnandes, the house 
physician in charge of the lying-in warda, made an 
examination, and discovered contraction of the |>elvis: (his 
condition woHtSlso observed by the house stafi^ Wheo I 
UTJved, on making an examination, 1 Ibund the cervix 
dilated completely and soil; the vagina was somewhat hot 
and dry, and the pulse at the wrist rather quicker than 
normal ; it had been as high as 120. On examining the 
pelvic cavity I found it normal in size at its outlet, the soft 
parts being in on admirably good condition; the presenta- 
tion was the left occipito-itiac anterior. The scalp was 
much congested and ptotniaive. On examining, however, 
the antero-posterior diameter of iJie superior strait I found 
that it was only two inches, the cavity of the sacrum being 
filled with a bony tumor^ which I regarded as exostosis. 
It apparently had its origin about an inch below the pro- 
montory of the Mcrum. This point could not be decided 
ivitli absolute certainty, because the child's head was pressed 
strongly down upon Uie superior strmL It was, however, 
not impacted there, because by using sufficient force I could 
push the head above the brim. 

The pains were frequent and protrusive, but no effect 
upon the ftetal head was produced. Her bowels had been 
evacuated very freely the night before b^ a full dose of 
castor oil. Un making a careful examination of the abdo- 
men I found it very prominent, with a considerable degree 
of anterior and right lateral obliquity; and listening atlen- 
^vely, the sounds of the fcetal heart were distinctly recog- 
DJeed in the left iliac region two inches below, and to tlie 
left of the umbilicus. Under these circumstances, in ao- 

* A lun Blharlng of medlnl Madent* vu pment it the nuglal 
dtolaiM af ffe. JimM B. Wood, vhu inwanHd thil Dr. Buter bbl Ju>t 
pnlMBBl Iba Ccama opentlOD In tk* HnplBL that Iha chIM wu At<, 
■iHlTlgi>rolu,iuiiltbuDiDth«r,ioGkrufianLdSBjiiclg*4UUiitcarl7 period, 
AHni wett. On Kcaunt of the nifty and Importance of thu DpcnUuii hi 
iVr.Wmt} Iwl b*M iBdnsed ts nqieit Dr. Barter to take hla pla« (Or 
(kfhanr. 
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cordance with the rules of this institution, I sent for my 
colleagues Drs. Taylor and Elliot, appointing 11 a.m. as the 
boor of ooDBultation, and I waited for them until half-paat 
12 P.1I. 

There were only, as it 8ee(ned to me, two methoda of 
delivering this woman; one was by craniotomy, and the 
o^r by hysterotomy. In reference to the first operation, 
the mere perforation and diminution of the siie of the head 
would not have been sufHcient to effect delivery, as it waa 
impossible to get the shoulders through, without cutting 
the child still more. This method of delivery, per via* wdu- 
ro&a, is generally and ^most universally adopted by Bri- 
tish ubstetriciatu under these circumstancea. But this ope- 
ration would be attended with great danger to the mother, 
resulting from the shock of a long and tedious operation, 
and the injury which the soil puts would be almost inevi- 
tably subjected to. Statistics show that one ia five of tha 
mothers, delivered by craniotomy, are lost. The gmA 
majority are deUvered undw more favorable drcumstuioea 
•s r^arda the pelvic diameters, than existed in this woman. 
I should not regard her diance from dehverv by this method 
as even one in two ; and besides, the life of the child is inevi* 
lably sacrificed. This oonaideratlon of itself I hold to be of 
a great deal of importance, notwitlistanding it is an esta- 
blished rule and seUled principle that the Dfe of the child is 
to be regarded as secondary to the life of the mother ; to 
that if the other oonsiderationa made it necesaary to deliver 
the child by viscero-craniotomy, we should have delivered 
in that way: it would, in fact, have been obligatory pro- 
vided the safety of the mothw would be scctired or rrai- 
dered probable by those means. The question of the life of 
tlie child was of a good deal of importance, but not the 
primary one upon which the decision settled. I regarded 
this method as involving also great danger to the mother. 
Tbero remained then one other which has already been 
referred to — Lbe (jmsuean section, or hysterotomy, that b, 
incision through the abdominal walls, the walls of the uterus, 
and the removal of the child and pbcentA through this 
inciuou. 

The question was, ^Vhich was the most proper operation 
to be performed ? for my own parl^ I liave long had fixed 
rules for practice in my nand m order to be prepared to 
act promptly when such an oooaeioii as this should offer. 
I have said that deUvery by craniotomy, and extraction of 
the child were attended with groat danger to the mother; 
the operatitm is very tedious, and infliota a great deal of in- 
jury upon the soft parts, which often proves fatal ; besides 
the woman is liable afterwards to severe shocks, aa sever* 
aa tliose which result from an incision into the abdominal 
w^ls. A case oocuired a few years ago of deformed nelvii 
from a similar cause, which was vimted by nearly all the 
obstetric physicians in this dty. I first saw her, in con- 
junction with Dr. Liringston, and after a carofiil examina- 
tion, the patient being eight months pregnant, I expressed 
the opinion in as strong terms as 1 could, that the operation 
of hysterotomy should be performed at once. I mrgeil the 
measure at that time because tiie woman was in a good con- 
dition, and I knew that by delay the result of the Osarean 
section would be more than problematical There was a 
great diver^ty of opinion among other gentlemen who 
examined the case, when finally those in the immedial« 
charge of the patient thought that any operation should ba 
deferred until labor commenced. I was in due tim« 
requested to perform craniotomy, but declined, because the 
proposed measure was contrary to my judgment; I was 
present, however, at the time. I examined the patient, 
and would not then have consented to perform the opera- 
tion of hysterotomy, for this reason ; the patient, being in 
the ho^ital, had been subjected to the examination of a great 
many physicians, and in consequence, intlammatory adhe- 
uoos had taken place, for a fibrous tumor, which had been 
perfectly movable three weeks before, was bound down by 
the formation of false membranes. She was deUvered with 
great difficulty by craniotomy, and every part of the child 
was perforated before it could be removed.- Aa tlw nsult 
*^ JbyCiOOgle 
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of this she died a short time aflerworda. On poBt-mortem 
•xaminatioQ the cerrix uteri was sliowo to be Iscerkted ; 
there wm recto-vaginal fistula toother with intense pctri* 
tonitis extending through the wiiole abdomialc&vity, which 
wu filled with a large acnount of bn^en-down eecretion. 

Now then, to return to this case, I felt ttiat the operation 
of CBSarean section ofiered a much better chance to the wo- 
matt than any other means that could be adopted. The 
pnnoipkl dangers from such an operation are, I. deathirom 
hemorrhage ; 2. hy shock ; and 3. bj peritonitis. 

If jou look OTer the hiatory of this operation, yon will 
find that Btatistid ahow that in Great Britain, where the 
principles which govern the performaDce of the operation, 
are different from those in Continental Europe, the mater- 
nal mortalitj is three out of four. You have a reason for 
tliis; the British obstetriciMU resort to delivery per via* 
naturaltt by me»ns of craniotomj or viscerotom; where 
■nch contraction of the pelvic cavity eiiala, and never make 
Bse of the operation of hysterotomy if by any menna it can 
be avoided. The Continental physicians reeort to the ope- 
ntioQ when there is such a contraction of the pelvis as to 
render the operation c^ delivery by craniotomy not only 
neoeesary ,but dangerous; they would operate when the pelvis 
was contracted to the second or third degree, but the British 
obatericiaa would not attempt it short of the fourth degree. 
Another reason fertile mortality in this operation in Great 
Britain, is dne to the fact, that the obstetncians there rarely 
attempt it until the patient is in a condition every way to bear 
the operation very badly. The American phyBidans follow 
neither school, and may hence he styled eclectics. If we are 
guided by general fixed principles, we will not hesitate to per- 
form the operation just assoon as we havecome toa decision 
in the matter ; the earlier the better, and the greater the pro- 
bability of the patient'a recovery. It was with this end in 
view, that I determined upon takbg the course that I did, 
I waited patiently for the hour of consultation and the arri- 
val of my colleagues, who I expected would bear with 
me the weight of responaibiUty ; but at half-past twelra, it 
was dear to me that duty to the patient required that I 
should wait no longer. The patient began to grow more 
and more irritable ; and another reason which I considered 
Tery urgent, was this : By obstetric auscultation, you have 
amethodofdelerrainbgnot only the viability of theftatus, 
but with ooDsiderable degree of probability, the amount of 
vitality which belongs to the child : if, during labor, the 
fcBlal heart beats 120 to 130 per minute, and regulariy, and 
if in the oourae of two or three houn it inoreases very 
mtioh in frequency, and is less in force, it indicates pUnly 
to the obstetrician, that the child's life is in danger, and 
that delivery should be resorted to at once, provided there 
i* nothing to jeopardize the life of the mother in adopting 
Buoh a course. The fistal heart, in this case, was get- 
ting on to 140. Just at this time, one of my oolleaguea, 
Dr. McCready arrived. He not only examined thepatient 
per voffinam, but marked the frequency of the fcetol heart. 

It was then important that the opdraUon should be done 
at onop. The first step was to empty the bladder by the 
catheter, the rectum having been previooely freed by the 
does of castor-oil the night before. I should remark thfit 
the patient during the morning had been kept under pretty 
foil doees of opium, for the purpose of preventing nervous 
exhaustion. After the bladder was ovocuatod, the patient 
was brought under the influence of cliloroform, Dr, 
McCready taking charge of its administration. The various 
mambera of the house-staff applied their hands to the abdo- 
minal walls, making firm compression over the uteras in 
order to prevent any portions of intestine IVom intervening. 
I commenced the incision to the left, of the umbilicus and 
two and a half inches above it, passing down to Uie left, 
in order to avoid a branch of the umbilical vein, which is 
sometimes troublesome, as far aswithin two inches and a hajf 
of the pubes. The first incision was through the integu- 
ments; then with a probe- pointed bistoury I made en open- 
ing first into the peritoneum, and afterwards passing my 
finger into it made the section from below upwards, using 



my finger as n guide. This mode of procedure isimpoit- 
ant to bear in mmd, inasmuch as you thus prevent ibe Ail- 
ing of intestines. Then the incision was made dowuwudg 
through the walls of the uterus, and dividing the ««llt io 
successive layers, the fcetm was found lying in the uterine 
cavity in the position madeont by the first vaginaleumim- 
tion. The cliiid being removed, the next step wis tbeeitnc- 
tion of the placenta. Some writers adviseextractioiillirou|ii 
the vagina. I hadlongagomadeupmy mind, if ever I wu 
called to a caaa of this sort, that I should not follow the nde, 
because the sooner perfect contraction of the wills of Iht 
uterus is sectn^, the greater would he the probibilily o( 
saving the motlier. The placenta was at once extncto! 
through the incision. I was careful to give it three or Imt 
twists ia taking it awajr, that I might be sure that iB tlw 
membranes attached to it were removed. As (oon n Ihii 
was done, wc made firm compression over the abdominil 
walls, and by contractions of the ntema, the incision, wUdi 
was originally 6ve inches in length, was reduced probiUj W 
two or three in extent Dr. UcCresdy at ODceeeaied the ad- 
ministration of the chloroform, BO that we might bare the hll 
benefit of the vital power in firmly contracting the womb. 
The fluid from the cavity of the abdomen was removed by 
means of sponges and compression. Tbe patient wu ■ 
good deal exhausted, the shock was very cotradeiable, ud 
the pulse at one time was from 134 to 140. We gave her 
abo a lai^ doss of morphine, and brandy was idininii- 
tered, and ^e was stimulated by the inhalation of amniom*. 
In all eases of severe shock, allow mo to say, by wij of 
parenthesis, after operations or after delivery, you mw be 
carefiil in your use of stimulants not to give too much at i 
time, for fear you might induce vomiting, which in ilKlf 
is likely to bring on prostration. By this method, we mc- 
ceeded in obtaining pretty good reaction, and I am h^j 
to say that the patient is now in as good aeonditionit 
could be expected ; the child ia alive and well, and weigbi 
nine pounds and three ounces. Pressure over the sbdomeiiii 
stilt being kept up by the aanstanta, in order to senue pe^ 
manent uterine contraction. The wound baa been dual 
by Hiver sutures, and we have allowed a smaO apertnn 
about an inch in extent, to remain tOr the escape of (In 
fluids from the peritonenm, but we expect the lodiiil <fr 
chai^ from the uterus to take place Ihroiffeh theYipm 
Her pulse is now 104 ; die has recovered her mind entirely. 
As for the fhturo, we can only wait and hope; agrealdnl 
will, however, depend upon the subsequent tmlnititl. 
Some of the circumstances under which she is [Jieed, ve 
not 03 favorable as I should wish them to be. I dHMM 
prefer to see her in a room with a regulated temperatms 
■" — " ' ' ■ ■ - - ..... BJouldbe 
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be relied upon above all Ute others, copstMi ia 
the use of opium to the point of semi-narcotiini, adecUig 
that particular preparation which will be beat boroe by tin 
stomach. This article should be used for two reasnu, l»i 
Asa Btinmlanl, to restore nerve power after the seven 
shock ; 2d, Aa a prophylactic against peritonitis, 

When reaction is esiabhshed, we sUU, in the first place, 
apply compression over the whole abdomen bylDeaiuw 
brood adhesive straps; this will secure firm coQlractioii oi 
the uterus, at the same time it will prevent ejpwue" 
cold and consequent peritonitis. Then we shall eodeivor 
to support her well by proper nntrilion and sthnulaDts, in 
order to secure Ihe reparative process as efficiently ai p* 

Sm Bxwjjunu BnoniB bos been induced by his imwW 
sight to resign his position as President of ibc Boril 
Society. The Conndl of that Society, however, hi« 
unanimously requested him to allow himself lo be ipM 
nominated with the understanding that he will not br »■ 
present be called upon to preside. To this ammgeuieit w 
has consented. His disease seems to be gUuoom* vf '^ 
eye, and cataract of the other. ' ' 
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CLINICAL LECTURES ON CONSTITUTIONAL 
StPHIUS. 

DBLtVEXED DI BELLETCB HOSPITAL. 

ALFRED 8. LOOMIS, M.D., 

GnrrLKnN : I ask jour attention to-day to a coneideration 
of the syphilitic affectiooa of the moulh, pharyim, natal 
jinungtt, and larynx, 

Hie nucous eur&ces, especietlj of the mouth and throat, 
beinfc intimately connected with the akin, participate in its 
dIseaMS, especially when the cause of »adi disease depends 
vpoD a specific poison. We see this principle ezemplified 
in rubeola, scarlatina, and amall-poz. Wilson states tliatall 
tbe modiGcatlona of the manifestations of syphilitic virus, 
wluch arc presented by the akin, are to be found on the 
nmcons membrane of the mouth and throaL Attempts 
have been made to ctasaify the affections of the mucous 
IDembranea so as to correspond to different forms of cuta- 
neous emption ; but this is always difficult, and often im- 
posaible, it for no other reason, on account of the unfavor- 
able disposition of the parts affected. 

Most writers on syphilis establish a variety of syphditic 
affections of the mooLh and throat, oorreq>onoing to syj^i- 
litic exanthemata: a second variety coinciding- with papular 
eruptions; a tJiird, which corre^Kinds with the squamous 
▼ane^ ; a fourth, anidogous to puitalsr eruptions ; and a 
fifth, which presents the ^pearance of ulcerated tubercular 
eruptions. AJI of which varisUea accompany the different 
cntaoeous eruptions, and to a greater or leas extent resem- 
Me them. But a practical view of tJie subject reduces all 
of these different forms of ulceration to two varieties. 

1st, The inperfidai. 

3d, The sub-mocons or deep-seated. 

The superficial variety belongs to the (so-called) secon- 
dary manifestation ; the deep-seated variety to the (so- 
called) tertiary manirestation of syphilis. 

The first class, or superficial variety, never extends beyond 
the mucous membrane. At its commencement t^e mem- 
brane is sinfjjy conpeated, with sKgbt tumefaction, pre- 
senting very much the appeannce of ordinary aphtha In 
a few days the patches assume an opaline appearance, fol- 
lowed by a peculiar secretion, with inflamed margins, under 
whu^ is a superficial ulceration. The surfaces of these ulcer- 
ations have sometintea a slight granular Mpect, their color 
is deeper than tbe surrounding mucous membrane, and 
they may be situated on the tongue, iJie cheeks, the tonsils, 
the palatine arch, the Telumpalati, sddom behind the pos- 
terior pillar of the buces. Ttte^ are attended with no pain, 
except a pricking sensation dnnng deglutition. On the ton- 
sils and root of the tongue of tJiis girl (Margaret Murphy), 
whom I presented to you at our last meeting, with a papu- 
lar eniptu>o, you find these aphthous nkerations. On in- 
ijuiry she states that she has no sore throat, showing how 
httle inconvenience they occarion to patients. By a care- 
ful examination of all patients with syphilitic eruptions, 
yon win find at some time during their manifestatitMi this 
a of ulceration, varying from a slight erosion to a fiiUy 



developed ulceration. 
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lar liHne beneath the mncoas membrane, 
still more deeply seated. It is preceded by tumefaction 
of the adjacent parts, destroying in its progress the mucous 
membrane, forming an nicer with perpendicular everted 
edges, tumid border, and yellow base. If ttisoonnected with 
•ny form of eruption it will be with the pustnlor, but it is 
apt te occur without any form of cutaneous eruption in the 
last stages of syphilis ; periostitis and ostitis being present 
This variety may attack the uvula, the tonsils, the vehm 
palmti, the tongue, but the &vorite spot fur its develop- 
ment is the posterior sur&ce of the pharynx. At times 
this form of ulceration assumes a phagedenic character. 



destroying rapidly all the soft tissue* of the phtfynx, 
and not unfrequently the osseous plate behind the pha- 

You have exMlnted in thi»cacliectic middle-aged woman 
a wdl-marked ulceration of the second tariety, occupying 
tiie left tonsil and a portion of the posterior surface of the 
pharynx. In her history, she stales that three years ago 
she nad primary, followed by " sore throat," as the first 
symptom of constitutional infection. Since, she has had iri- 
tis, alopecia, repeated attacks of sore throat, and now has 
nodes on the tibia. In examining ber fauces, you notice 
that the ulceration extends as far back in the pharynx M 
one is able to see. It resembles somewhat an irrita- 
ble chancre, iti edges are everted with a circumference 
of a deep red color, its base is of a greyish-yeUow ctrfor 
from its appearance and the condition of the patient I 
should fear the ulcemtion would assume a pht^edenic cha- 
in studying syphilitic affections of the nostrils and nasal 
fossK, the same two varieties of ulceration which have been 
described as occurring in the moutb and pharynx are met 
with; the superficial which precedes and oocomponies tbe 
eruptions, and the deep-seated which occurs later and always 
compromises the bones or cartilages. The first is charaoter- 
txed by a fungous swelling of the mucous membrane of the 
noee, with on alteration in the character erf' the secretiona, 
the latter l)ecoming profuse and offenwve, sometimes bloody. 
In this girl whom I called your attention to at our last 
viut, with a papular eruption, and who was treated for 
primary at the Island Hospital, yon find the pituitary mem- 
branes preaentinK- this variety of ulceration. 

In the second or deep-seated variety, tbe ulcerations 
occur within the abo of the nose, involving the cartilages, 
the spongy bones, and the membrane covering them. From 
their situation, they are difficult oTdetection, often commenc- 
ing in the bones themselves, attended with little or no 
suppuration, but with a peculiar fcetid odor that leaves 
little doubt as to the nature of the diseoae. It is this form 
of ulceration which often resalts in the entire destruction of 
the nas^ bones and cartilages, giving that disgusting 
deformity of a face without a nose. In speaking to yon of 
thesyphiliticaffectionsof the larynx, I feM, Gentlemen, that 
I have arrived at the most obscure, and at the same time 
one of the most formidable varieties of coDstitutiooal infeo- 

Frequently some of the ulcerations which I have described 
to yon as occurring in the mouth and pharynx extend 
downwards, involving the ^ttis and larynx, affecting the 
vocal apparatus, causing alterations or entire loss of vt^ce, 
and at times occasioning tsdema gbttidia. In syphilitic 
affections of the larynx, I doubt if one can retain distinctly 
the two varieties of nlceration which have bean descrlbM 
as occurring in the buccal carity; they only occur long after 
the primitive accident, and the ulcerations are always sub- 
mucous in their character. They produce all the symptoms 
attending diseases of the larynx, but their true character is 
readily appreciated, for they never seem as aoolitary symp- 
tom of constitutional syphilis. The symptoTns attending 
them often closely resemble those of tubercular laiyngitn, 
but a careful physical examination of the chest will set us 
right in this particular, and with a perfect histmy of onr 
patient we can scarcely coofonnd tbe two diseases, llieee 
ulcerations may have their seat upon the epiglottis, the 
arytenoid cartilages, the chordn vocales, and even 
extend into the trachea Dr. idhn Watson of this city 



character. But, 



ha^ reported a case where the autop^ revealed ai 
one of the bronchial tubes of a syphilitic charact 
that yon may realize more fully tlie danger that sometimes 
attends these laryngeal ulcerations, I will present to you 
the histories of the two patients before you, who, yon see, 
are breathing through tubes introduced into the trachea 
through the crico-lhyroid membrane. By them I shall be 
able to elucidate the main features of this affection. 

The history of this patient, Hannah HcN., has been care- 
fully prepared by Dr. Jobn Howv Jr., Hov" o»-— i-^-- 
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She IB 30 yeiMS old, a ^vidow, native of Ireland, wlmitted 
July 3, 1860, intemperate, is Lhe mother of two children, 
tlie youngest bt'ing seven yeiirs uld. A short time subsequent 
to the birth of her Inst eliitd elie contracted primary syphilis 
from her hnsband, which was entirely neglected, and nhicli 
became cotiftilutional. The various pheuomena of tlie 
secondary and tertjary forms rapidly developed tlienisclves, 
some of tliem making repeated appearances. Seven weeks 
previous to this present admission she eamc Eo the Hospital 
with her lillli recurreocc of sore throat, but left bei'ore she 
was entirely relieved. The presecit attack was exuittid by 
, exposure to cold and moisture while washing clothes, and 
came on about four weeks after her discluirgc from the 
Hospital 

On her present admission to llic olEcc of the Hospital at 
4 p.iL, July 3, she was seeu by one of ttie House Surgeons 
and pronounced moribund, and ordered to ho transferred 
immediately to one of the wards. When called to see her 
five minutes aflerwards, I found her sitting erect in bed 
suffering intense dyspncea, and grasping ut lier throat with 
her hands in her atteinpta at inspiration. Uur coimtenance 
bore a fearfully anxious expression, her lips were blue, her 
lace livid and distressed, her extremities cold, lier skin was 
of a cold clammy feel, and batlied in a profuse perspiration. 
The reapirataon was sixty to the minute, andalmost entirely 
' cervical, the inspiration being accomplkAed with lhe greatest 
efforts, about half filling the lun^ and being accompanied 
by the peculiar "dry-piston" sound of laryngeal ob- 
fitruction. 

On imkking a digital examination of the throat, and pass- 
ing my fin;:^r down beliind the epiglottis, I had my appre' 
hensions of (edema giottJdis confu-nieJ, by feeling the tumid 
portions of the ruiue glotti Jis, which were so mucli swollen 
and approaclied each otiier so nearly as almost entirely to 
obstruct the passage of air. Her pulse was 120 and 
feeble, and she tossed about gasping tlukt ahe was clioking. 
Before proceeding to extreme measures, the heater was 
applied to aid in bringing reaction. A sinapism was placed 
upon the throat and the fauces, and the larynx was prolMinged 
with a CO gr. soL of nitrate of silver. Brandy and carbonate 
of anunonia were administered freely. ScariScntions were 
not attempted. At 5 p.u. called the House staff togetht 



and proposed to operate for Uryngolomy. tlie necessity for 

mtly conceded, j' '' ' 
symptoms presently tnking place, the operation was post- 



whidi was instantly conceded. A sligUt amelioraljon in the 



poned, an assistant bebg di;-ected to sit at llie patient's bed- 
side and report immediately any exacerbation, andamcssen' 
ger sent for Dr. Looniis. At 7 p.m. I was summoned to the 
patient, who was truly io tlie greatest extremity, her pulse 
was 140, and felt, with difficulty. Having nothing to hope 
from the means already employed, and leeling that further 
delay was crimimd. Dr. Loomis not having arrived, I pro- 
ceeded to operate in the usual manner for bryiigotemy. 
On tJie introduction of tlie tracheotomy tube, the relief was 
instantaneous. A few clots and a quantity of nmcus were 
^ected through (be tube, and in half an hour after the 
reepiration became deep, regular, and 35 per minute. The 
lips lost their lividity, and the faoe assumed its natural 
expression. The pulee was still 140, and weak lu'andy and 
beef-tea were administered ad libitum. 

At 9 P.u. the pulse was 120 and fuller, the extremities 
warmer, and the respiration 30 per minute. At 1 1 p.m. ^e 
bad optical illusions, which seemed to portend delirium. 
There8pirationwaa2o, pulse 114, and tlie patient showed a 
diapoution to sleep. At midnight alie fell aaleep, and slept 
till 4 AM. of the 4tk At G a.m. the respiralJon was 20 and 
regular, skin moist and oool, pulse 100, and she was ordered 
a lull diet of eggs, milk, beef-tea, ibc, for the day. 
From tliia time t^he improved rapidly. The inner tube was 
removed and cleaned every three hours. On July 8, she 
was able to get out of bed ; her pulse was about normal, 
and her respiration established at 18. Another examination 
of tlie throat showed the cedema to have entirely disap- 
peared. The epiglottis could be distinctly felt, ukerated 
imd uiduratcd, and the rima glottidis roughened. Treatment 



was now directed lo the syphilitic disease. The « 
iras built up by cod-liver oil, quinine, and iron, generous 
diet and wine. Topical applications of iodine were m^de 
to tlie larynx, and anti -syphilitic reme<!ie8 addressed to the 
peneral system. She has been daily improving. To-day 
there is upon the superior border of the epiglottis a white 
line of erosion ; lier voice, ai* you notice, is still husky, pre»- 
sure on the larynx gives pain, she becomes livid and suffera 
from extreme dyspnoea, when the tube is entirely closed, 
even for a niMuent ; expectoration tiirough the tube is very 
copious and of a muco-pmrulent character. By digital 
examination the epiglottis is felt to be contracted and 
thickened, the posterior pillar of the fauces feels like on old 
cicatrix. We will continue tor the present the treaUn«)( 
detuled above. The history of this other patient before 
you has been prepared by Dr. Alei. Hodden, Hou«e Phyai: 

Anna S., aged 27, intemperate, native of Ireland, was 
admitted July 18, ftl 4 p.m., suffering from extreme djt- 
pnoea. Dad primary sypliilis seven years ago, followed 
within a year by conaCitutional symptoms; one year ago 
had an eruption on her skin, four montikS since had luceratiou 
of tonsils and pharynx; three weeks before admission 
began to have difficulty in breathing, which has daily in- 
creased. Examination on admission: no tuberculous deposit 
delected in either lung: fauces not inQamed; mucooa 
membrane of epiglottis (which could be plainly seen) Ihidc- 
ened and congested, tlie veaaek B[^>earlnK very distinct; 
inspiration very difficult, expiration quite Iree; hands cold 
and livid in appearance; pulse 110 and feeble; pressure over 
the larynx gives patient intense pain, voice husky, casnot 
articulate distinctly enough lo be well under^itood. Topical 
applications of nitrate of silver, xl. gr. to S i., vapor inhala- 
tions, belladonna plaster, and hot air baths affording but 
temporary reUef, and her dyapntea at 12 x. becoming immi- 
nent, and her condition one of almost complete aephyxis, 
laryngotomy was resorted to. Immediately on the intro- 
duction of the tracheotomy tube relief waa obtained, and in 
a short time she slept quietly, not baring t)eenable to do so 
for weeks. Tuesday, July 20, her respiration is 20 m 
minute and regular, lier pulse 60 and fulL and her face noa 
resumed its naturoLexpression When the finger is placed 
over the mouth of the canuLa, immediatdy her- countenance 
assumes an anxious expreaaion, her hps become hvid, and bj 
her ineffectual attempts at inspiration, slie shows plainly; 
tJtat tlie larynx is not permeable to air. Aphonia is com- 
plete. She is ordered beef-tea, milk, eggs, etc Topical 
applications of iodine are mode to the larynx, and anli- 
sypliihtic remedies are addressed to the general system in 
theformof merourial baths and iod. pot. Tbeee two patients 
present to you the principal features of sypbiUtic ulceratioa 
of the larynx. Not that we are always to resort lo tba 
extreme measures which we have been compelled to adopt 
in these coses lo prolong the lives of our patients, but in all 
patients affected with this form of disease, you will liave to 
greater or less extent tlie prominent symptoms manifested 



real poison is f\iUy developed in the system, you will have per- 
manent thickeumg of the mucous meuibrfme, or ulcerations 
of liie deep-seated variety iuvoUing at times the cartilag«% 
producing fever with niglit-sweals, and all the tiain of symp- 
toms of laryngeal phthisis. 

I have not spoken thus lar of the treatment to be adopted 
in tlie different forms of ulceration, which we have been 
considering, nor shall I to-day detain you with the detailB 
of their treatmenL When I shall have described some of 
the other manifestations of constitutional infection, I will 
enter fully into a consideration of lite treatment uf all th^ 
varieties of oonstitutional syphilis. The constilutioutil is 
that applicable to all forma of consecutive syphilis. The 
local consistf in the topical apphcation of caustica, tincture 
of iodine, acids, the vapor of mercury and iodine, astringent 
gargtcK, and in certom forms of ulceration of the larynx, tbe 
operation of laiyagotoroy. - - . 
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FUMIGATION OF THE LUNGS AND AIR- 
PASSAGES. 

Abmuot or X PAra luit betou tiib Aoidut m Uinicna, Fib. 

i,isa». 
Br CHARLES MATHEWS, A.M., 

Wo principle of medical Rciencu ia more jimple and nhvious 
than this, lliat in local djscnscs, as a general nilc, the local 
•ppUcation of remedial agciitfl, although not always to be 
depended ufion alone, offers tho best propjieet of relief, or 
of cure, as the ease maj admit of one or the other. The 
practice of the profession, and the popular modes of treat- 
ment outside of it, are eqnally coiiaislent with tliis plain 
and comnion-acnse idea, and the biiccc5S which usnally 
»ttenda its judicious application attests its truth and im- 
pCrtanee. 

In complwnts of the lun^s, trachea, larynx, narcs, nnd 
adjacent parts, thia mode of treatment ia attended with 
very embarrassing difflcultiea. The most important of these 
organs^ either from their interior situation or their extreme 
sensibility, are not readily reached and acted upon either 
by solids or liquids; and the attempts whicli are dailv 
mAde by some modern practitioners, by means of mechani- 
cal devicet, to operate direcLy upon mtii parts, while 
undoubtedly they meet with a certain deprec of success in 
many cases, in others are eitlier wholly impracticable or 
unsuceessful ; wiUe in all eases they are attended with 
such distress nnd Buffering as to repel the timid and nerroua 
patient; to aay nothing of the dangers ailending them 
■which some recent events have demonstrated : so tiiat the 
confidence both of the profession and of the public ia the 
mode of practice alluded to is decidedly limited. Under 
such embarrassments, it is easy to understand why the 
cautious and scrupulous physician, for the most part, when 
consulted in a serious and advanced case of disease of any 
of the parts just mentioned, is slow to give encouragement 
of a radical cure ; and why, relying mainly upon constitu- 
tional treatment, with hygienic and dietetic directions sel- 
dom possible to be observed, lie so often fails to remove 
the malady, or materially to relievo the patient, that thia 
whole class of diseases is proverbially conadered as tcan- 
dalum mfdicoram—B, reproach to Uie healing art. 

Nor is this ft cause for wonder. Not to enlarge upon 
the impracticability, in nine cases out of ten, of following 
out, however important, the precepts laid down in refereuce 
to diet, regimen, habits, occupation, etc,, let ua look at the 
matter of constitutional treatment. 

Take, for example, a very common affair, an ulceration 
ofthe larynx. Now, if we estimate the amount of blood 
passing through the small tcs.sc1s of this delicate organ at 
iy,tlb part of that which makes up tho whole mass of the 
circulatjog fluid, it is evident that, given the amount neces- 
sary to produce a given effect upon the larynx, a thouf^and 
times as much of the medicinal agent employed must be 
Administered, and diffused throughout the whole circula- 
tion, even supposing no change made in its properties (a 
supposition, however, at open war with all tlie facts), hv 
the chemical or vital action of the many solids with whicn 
it comes in_ contact, and of the various fluids through 
which it ia difiused in its long and circuitous journey from 
the mouth to the part in question. What mischief and 
misery it may produce or aggravate on its way, in Ihe 
atomach, intestinca, liver, lungs, or heart, before reaching 
the larynx, or deposited from the blood in more retired 
parts of the syslem. Is loo well known to require more 
than a passing alluaion. This alate of things would be 
sufficiently discouragine, were tio other resource left. For- 
tunately there is ; but for centuries the profession has made 
unsuccessful efforta to put it in prMtiee in an avulable 
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the inhalation of medicinal substances 
paaoons or aeriform state, Thia method of treatment 
baa for a long lime, at inlcrvala, enjoyed no small popu- 
larity, boih within and without (he profession, but has not 
hitherto given such clear and decided results aa to secure 
the degree of confidence which we Iwlieve iin merits to de- 
serve; nnd we propose to show that the limited success so 
far attending it has arisen from the impcifect plans and 
defective anp.iratus heretofore uaed, and not from a fault of 
the priucipio involved. 

We remark, then, in tlie first place, that the apparatus 
employed is commonly both expensive and cuiribroua ; 
oflcn requiring the aid of a nurse, or professional a.'i'ieinnt; 
not seldom, when in use, annojing to the family, as well as 
distressing to the patient, and requiring the devotion of so 
much time to its firopcr use as aeriously (o interfcra with 
his occupation, when well enongli to give some altention 
to bu^ness. The result of all these drawbacks ia, (hat it is 
rarely used at all as a prophylactic, or in ailment;! whose 
mild type admits of a good hope of cure; and when re- 
sorted to in a cn.ie of danger, la seldom effeciually perse- 
vered in ; tlie simjile draught or pill, which oflcrs some 
alight prospect of relief, being so much more convenient. 

As to tnc various modes of applieation hitherto used, 
lake first the moist method, by means of tinctures and 
infnaiona, whether cold or warm, with the ordinary inhaler. 
Now, it ia evident that the medicinal agent will not paaa 
into a state of vapor at all at a temperature which the 
patient can endure, unless it is very volatile, at a beat but 
little above that ofthe human body. But, if thua volatile, 
it is also plain that it will paaa over at first too strong, pro- 
ducing irritation and distress ; but soon, its strength being 
exhausted, it will become inert nnd useless; (£e whole 
operation beine thus irre^lar and uncertain. 

Take next the fumigations with snbatnnces less soluble, 
as mercurials, reains, etc., by throwing; tbera on a heated 
metallic plate. Here the same objection occurs, viz. first, 
an eicesa of powerful and irritating vapors, to suflbeate and 
distress the patient and annoy the household, and presently 
an entire want of vapor ; the whole ending in little or no 
progreaa in Ihe cure of the disease. 

Agwn, if the attempt be made to smoke atmmoniuin, or 
other powerful narcotic herbs, in an ordinary pipe, it will 
be found that the bulk of coarse vegetable matter necessary 
to keep up the combustion will generate an amount of 
amokc and empvreimialic vapor which will irritate e 
even excoriate the mouib, and can 
fortably inhaled. 

Finally, the plan of projecting, blowing, or inhaling into 
the lungs dry powdera, whether vegetable or mineral, 
though It has a show of iilansibility in theory, io practice 
will be found diflicnlt aud inconvcnienL 

Are we, then, driven to the distressing and hazardona 
expedient of the bent stick of whalebone, with Ihe spon^ 
attached ? By no means; for we propose now to explain 
a more excellent way, whereby the fumes and vapors of a 
great variety of remedi^ agents may be introduced with 
the breath into the air-p,nssages. and carried even into the 
cells of tlie lungs, in a diluted, attenoated, and nicely gra- 
duated form, thereby securing Uieir slow, mild, and con- 
tinuous action upon the diseased membrane, or made, if 
desired, to act upon the fluids, by bringing them in thia 
most direct manner into contact, as it were, with the 
blood, or lastly to affect the nervous (P?stem, and that with- 
out distress or inconvenience to the patient or others, 

Tlie apparatus by which we daim to accomplish all thia 
is a new and peculiar invention, which we have named 
the Multiform Fumigator, and ia conslrueted aa follows; 

First, we form a slender tube of thin paper, of auitabts 
length, in one end of which is fixeii a short and atiff tube 
of the aame material, to aerve aa a handle and month' 

Secondly, is constructed another tube, of delicate tissne 
paper, closed at the bottom, to hold the powder to be 
smoked, and fitting into the first tube y> such a wwi t^ 
Jby V-iOOylC 
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there will remain just space enough between the two for 
the pMsage of the nnoke. The inner tube being thea 
filled with the powder, and twisted to a 
point, the oompouad tube is readj to be 
lighted and smoked in the maDner of a 
cifrar. For the convenience of a patient 
Ntting up in bed, a light, sliding- pan, 
spoon-like in form, is allachcd to l)>e 
tube, to catch and hold the asbea. 

The proper construction and filling 
1 of the tube ii a matter of much nicetj, 
which we omit, and pan to the considera- 
tion of the sutelances with which it ia 
to be filled. 

The first desideratum is a proper com- 
bustible powder, inert itself, or nearly so, 
which may aerve as a fuel, by bumine 
which tlie medicinal ajrenta mixed with 
it, either ^ngly, or combioed to suit the 
case in hand, are subUmcd, or made vo- 
latile. Many vegetable substances an- 
swer this purpose very well, as decayed 
wood, pine bark, etc ; but the powder of 
cubebs is, on the whole, preferable in all 
caaea where a gentle stimulus is admis- 
sible. The mild and apeeable volatile 
oil contained ia this well known drug is 
itself highly ellicacious in many cases 
requiring a geutle stimulation of the 
mucous membrane, and can very seldom 
be otgcctioDable. 

The tulie, when filled and lighted, will 
bum slowly for a long time, and the 
vapors and fumes can, with a little prac- 
tioe, be cautiously inhaled without inconvenience or irrita- 
tion, when the Uirynx. trachea, or lungs themselves are tlie 
seat of disease; expelled llirough the nostrils, in the treat- 
ment of their many Iroubieeome and obetioato ailments ; 
retained in the mouth for toothache, neuralgia^ etc; or, 
finally, for deatneiH, or other complainta of the wner ear, 
forced into the Eustachian tube. 

As ta the diseases of various classes, including organic, 
nervous, and humoral, to which the treatment is applicable, 
it would be out of place here to attempt a catalogue or a 
claaai&cation ; their name ia legioni their forma Protean ; 
their type the venomous and deadly Hydra. To all such 
complaints the various well-known remedies can be applied 
in tnis manner, with a strength accurately graduated to 
suit the given cose; whether powerful and active, for the 
relief of distressing and violent attacks, as of racking cough 
or ^Msmodic asthma, or milder, for quickening the eircuht- 
tion, or eliminating visdd and unhealtliy secretions of the 
mocous membrane, or as a prophylactic in incipient or 
aunpected disease. 

Besides local and fixed organic affections, nervous ailments 
also, either of the system at large or of particular parts, and 
impurities of the blood, especially scrofulous, tubercular, 
and syphiUtic, are amenable to this treatmenU 

As to tlie latter class, namely, those arising from impu- 
rities of tho blood, the researches of modern physi- 
tAogj, and their bearing upon the origin of miasmatic, 
eiMumic, and epidemic diseases, all tend to one conclusion, 
that aa disease and death are inhaled and fixed upon the 
^Stem with the air which we breathe, by its action upon 
the blood in tiie lungs, so health may be preservecf or 
restored, and hfe prolonged, by the wise use of remedies in 
the method here proposed. 

A few words as to the various classes of remedies, for 
the cure of which the Fumigator is adapted, will conclude 
this article — premtang that we daim, by means of ita 
peculiar arrangement, to have fiirniabed for the first IJme 
to the world on apparatus whereby it is possible to smoke 
a mlMtance in an mpaipabk powdtr, and inhale its vuxira. 
The advantage thence accruing, in the accurate combina- 
tion of powerful and insolable substances, both v^etable 
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and mineral, in minute proportion, with m 
is very evident. 

1. Opiates and narootics ; as opium, stramoniam, oODhna, 
belladonna, digitalis, cannabis, lupuhn, veratnun, aconite, 
and many others. 

2. Balsuns and reains; as toln, bensoin. oopaiv^ aMa- 
fcelida, ammoniac, camphor, tar, and otner substawxe 
yielding creasotic and nsphtbous products. 

3. Aromatica and stimutaols; as aromatic berb^ <«- 
bebs, anise, d id genu* omtu; cloves, cspwcum, mus- 
tard, musk, aatoreom, etc. ; the powerful in minute pro- 
portion. 

4. Met^ : as mercary in its combination with oxygen, 
chlorine, iodine, and bromioe ; also arsenic and aoti- 

5. Otiier agents, rather misoellaneous ; as valeriin, 
lobelia, arum, ipecac, iodine with starch, acetic acid 
and acetone, liberated by heat from acetate of lead, and 
many othcTH, of various kinds, as the practitioner may 

As to the great question of the practical results of the 
above mode of treatment, they have been eo far decidedly 
favorable^ and the invention is offered to the profcfsion la 
the fruit of much labor and study, with much conGdence in 
ita value and importance. 
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BELLEVUE HOSPITAL. 
TvPBom Feveb coimJCATO) wrra FoLEBrna. 

WiNiraio B., mt. 20, domestic, was admitted to ths 
Hoepital Sept 21, Forneariy a week previous, sb* had 
been suffering from the symptoms of incipient typhoid fever 
but had not, until a day or two before admission, been con- 
fined to ber bed. When examined, afler her entrance, she 
was found with the following symptoms : — ekin dry and 
hot ; cheeks flushed ; tongue slightly moist and coated, but 
inlenscly reddened along Ita borders; pulse 108 andstrong; 
conjunctiva bloodless ; inclined to be drowsy. The pa- 
tient was shortly afler seen by Dr. Elliott, the aUending 
phy^cian, who confirmed the diagnoi^s of typhoid fever 
which had previously been made. A febrifiige com- 
posed flf sweet spirits of nitre andspirits of Mindereruswii 
prescribed, togetner with beef tea; and directions were also 
given to have the body sponged with tepid water. There 
was no material change in lier condition until the 23d, when 
syraptoma of bronchitis began to declare tliemBelveB; Iho 
tongue became more thickly coated, and the pulse ranged 
from 110 t« 112. Stimulants were given freely, but in tb« 
course of the following three or four days the bronchial ii^ 
flammalion extending over the whole chest, it was found 
necessary to apply d^ cups and administer an cxpeclonnl 
composed of the followingingredients: Curb. ammoniK, Di).; 
tr. sanguinanK, syr. b^ tolu, fi& Ji.; aquK JiL; the 
dose of which was a tnbleepoonful every two hours. The 
abdomen became tympanitic, and the patient complained of 
pain on pressure in the right iliac region, in which at»»- 
tion a vesicating plaster was applied, followed by a poul- 
tice five hours afterwards. SepL 27.— Pulse I2i ; blister 
raised well ; tympanitis not increased ; pain in iliac rcgJM 
subsided almost entirely • bronchitis still exists, and expec- 
toration quite free and abundanL Turpentine stufvea were 
directed to be applied to the chest. Diarrhcca being pre- 
sent, five grains of exL catechu were given eveiy 1*0 
hours. S^t 28.— Diarrhtea checked ; bronchitis diminish- 
ing; pulse 130, and weaker; stimulus increased and ';•"'■ 
ammonia added. Sept. 30.— Pulse 130 and compressible; 
tongue dry and sordes upon the teeth, Oeneral trMtment 
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. CH 2.— FuIm 132 1 longuadiy; bowela moved 
three times during the night; est. otechu given u W 
fore with the same result. Od. 3.— Pulse 120; Uea in a 
Bemi-conwtoae condition ; during tbe night passed the 
urine iQToluntvilj J in addition to the beef-te& and sCimu- 
lania, iroo and qninine were prescribed ; bronchitie HtiU 
continiMA. Ott. A. — InFolnnlar; eTacuatioiw of urine have 
oeaaed, but patient is othwwise about the same. OcL 6, — 
Ho change since ]«st note ; but pulse now becoming more 
excited it is deemed best to reduce the quantity of stimu- 
lus. Oct 14. — Patient commencing to convalesce ; com- 
I^DS or pain in lell leg, which is swollen snd cederaatous, and 
wbicfa, on examination bj Dr. McCreadj, was proiwanaed 
ta be pUebilia. The following liniment ordered : Tinct. 
iodine^ | sa. ; lin. saponis comp. J iiis& The patient is too 
feeble to allow the application of leeches, (kt. 17. — (Ede- 
ma and tenderness of the limb very much diminished: iron 
and quinine continued with beef-tea and stimulants. Oct. 29. 
— Has been stecdily improving, and is bow able to be up for 
th« greater part of Che daj, the symptoms of phlebitis nav- 
lag entire^ aubaidetL 
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Shbadt's Spuht. 
Cub 7.—S!fdr0aU.—A. K. tst 67, coopec bj occupa- 
tion, has had hydrocele for tLe hut twelve jeara. The 
usual symptoms of this aDcction, as marked in this 
caae, are; a pyriform tumor that has been growing for 
■everal months, uniform in hardness, with a tendeucy to 
eOMtrtctioa around its centre. The most reliable test for 
hydrooela is that by trandoeenoy, but this cannot always 
M obtained in oonsequenoe of a thickening of the tunica 
Taginalis by an inSammation of its substance. Hydrocele 
may be dependent upon a disease of the testicle itaelf, and 
miist commonly such disease has its origin in syphilis. It is 
very important that you make out the existence of such a 
ttMe at things before attempting the rejection of tiie one, 
otberwise b^in mi^^t be oocasoned. The tcetiole is found 
to be healthy, and accordingly I advise that the sac be 
injected with some stimulating fluid, in order to excite a 
ancient amount of inflammation to alter the tendency to 
■ecration. The radical cure of this disease is best elTected 
by meaoB of the injection of the compound tjnctuw of 
iodine^ which is much to be preferred to any other prepara- 
tion used for the purpose. The fluid which is drawn off ia 
always albuminous in character, aa can be proved by iit» 
additionofasmallquantityof nitric acid I use the tincture 
generally diluted with two-thirds to one-half water; but I 
have injected the tincture of iodine into the sac pure, without 
aay bad result. The d^p«e of inflammation Ibllowing the 
OMUpound tincture of iodine ia somewhat uncertain, and 
bears no relation to the amount of pain which ii causes at 
the time. When the pain of injection is greatest, and it is 
•ometinm severe, the consequent ioBsmmation is oflen 
trifling. When the pain is severe I advise the patient to 
keep nis bed, otherwise to walk about. The hydrocele 
waa injected, and the patient complained of htUe or no 
paio. 

C^flB IL (See page 331) returned.— Strwfure of UrOhra 
under treatment by dilatation. — A number 7 boi^e can 
eauljr be passed toAlay. It would be proper, even after a 
foU-siaed nutrument can be passed, to continue its use for 
aa iodeSnite period, in order to perfect the cure. 

Cub TL .Mwten o/ Xoumt Snd of Sadiat, IrmM bf 
Skiv4y'* i^int. — This patient is one of two caaea of recent 
^ver-fork Tractora, who applied for relief at our last Ch- 



nic, illustrating the fact, that this is the fracture of most 
frequent occurrence in practice. Preference was then ex- 

Er^sed for aliort splints in the treatment of this injuty, as 
as likely (o be followed by stiffness of the wrisl-joint. In 
one of the patients the short splints were used, and in the 
other the limb was placed upon the splint invented by Dr. 
George F. Shrady, late house-surgeon of the N. Y. Hos- 
pital, for this variety of fracture, and which I have em- 
ployed with good result in tliat institutioa When placed 
upon this splint, the hand, sa you see, is both Bexed and 
adducted — the most advantageous position in which it could 
be placed in tliis fracture to retain the fragments in appoai- 
tioru This splint is a modification of Dupuytren's; his idea 
was to adduct the head in order to obviate tlie tendency to 
deformity, in bad cases, in the opposite direction. Dr. 
Shrady adds to tins the /laxd position of the hand, which 
has a positive influence in obviating the tendency to the 
lilvtr/ork deformity. Dr. Gouley tells me this splint has 
been used with advantage in Bellevue Hospital it is an 
improvement, and in bad cases is well calculated to prevent 
deformity, which is always a dilScult taak j but in lesa 
severe cases, it has the disadvanl^igc of confining the wrist- 
joint more than the short aphnts, rendering the earlj em- 
ployment of paa ' ■' 
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Art. t. — Qainineandl^timaUo/ IroaintheTreatrnmtof 
Dyanenorrhaa, By Dr. J. B. SNELSON.—Dysmenorrhcea ia 
not always dependent upon engorgement, displacement, 
or stricture of the canal of the cervix: it is sometimes 
purely neuralgic, or according to die author's obeervation, 
more IVeqaenUy of arhenmatic character, in the treatment 
of which his plan is to clear out the alimentary canal with 
{HOper purgativea, and to relieve the sufferings of the patient 
during tlio menstrual period, with the warm bath, and 
some preparation of opium in combination with camphor 
and ipecac' and during the intermenstrual period one of 
the following pills morning, noon, and nighL Q Sulph, 
Qninine, Fern Ferrocyanureti U gr. xL, divide into xi. 
pUs. He has pursued this plan of treatment for several 
years with results entirely satisfactory, and considers it 
equally well adapted, whether the disesse be of a neuralgic 

rheumatic nature. Art. IL — RernarJct on tJn Efict of 



Diteaetd and NegUxted TMh "(»» Badth, and Iheir itijhiena 
ovv, and annpUeatioa vith ditrate in tnony varied fOm*. 
Airr. Ill— i&(T-<i«(i fnm a Note Book Bj Db. G. a 



Rape ooMinTTED dubdto Uaobbtic Slbbf. — A case of 
this is recorded in La Prtue MidieaU de iiantilla. A ^rl, 
18 years of age, believing herself to be sick, consultra a 
man who professed to cure diseases by animal magnetism. 
For some time die went to him daily. After about four 
months and a half she perceived that she was pregnant, and 
complained to the police authorities, who consulted Doottm 
CoebL Director <^ the School of Medicine, and Broquier, 
principal Surgeon, to give an opinion ; Ist. Whether the 
girl was pregnant, and the period of utero-gestation, and, 
2d. Whether she could be violatod and made a mother 
against her will These [^yaicians aacertained that the girl 
was pregnant, and that utero-gestation bad not advanced 
fiirlber vaa four or four and a half mouthy and, supported 
to the report made to the Academy of Medicine by U. 
HuBSon, in 1831, concluded since it is demonstrated that a 
■ul:>ject under the influence of magnetic sleep is insensible 
to aU tortures, it seems rational to b^eve that a young giri 
may submit to coition without volunt^ participation in 
the act, wiUiout being conscious of it. and of course with- 
out b^ng able to resist, — QaiMe MiaitifUde Pari*. , 
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MEDICAL RELIEF IN CITY AND COUNTRY. 

In Ihc last number of tliu Times ire bad occasion to mcu' 
tioa some of the excelleuccB of iJio syHtcm of volimtur 
Medical Belief b; meane of public dispcnaaries in lliis citj. 
We will now resume Ibis subject for the purpose of nuking 
BOine suggestions Ibr the greater osefuTneM of such modes 
of ailministcring mcdieal charity, and for the extension of a 
similar sjsteni of public charity and umitAry protection to 
tlie suburban and rural districts mhurcver the sick poor are 
QOt fully provided with proper medical attendance. 

For the immediate improvement of our city dispensary 
system, we would recommend — Itrtt, Thai the several 
dispensary districts of the visiting, or outdoor physicians 
of the dispensaricB, ba diminished at least one-third. 
And as (he territory occupied by each dispensary is too 
exten^re, furniabing too large and a conatantly increasing 
number of patients, and also being of so great extent as to 
reqaire too long Journeys from the extremes of the vari- 
ous districts; and as two additional dispensaries are already 
required in the northern sections of the city; it is highly 
desirable that either a modification aqd diminution of some 
of the present di^Kmury districts be made in connexion 
with the organiaatioa of the two proposed up-town dispen- 
■arieB ; or that one or two new institutions be organized aa 
branches of the Eastern and the New Yoric Dispensaries. 
Saxindl}/, We would recommend that each attending physi- 
cian at our dispensaries should have a junior assistant, qr 
asfustaots, by whose aid he should invariably insure 
punduat and cotutant atlmdanet, and the prompt dispatch 
of business a the appointed boui^ This is desirable both 
for pafient and physirian, for many of the medical gentle- 
men whom the Managers would desire longer to retain, are 
compelled lo retire from dispensary service, or to be somer 
what irregular or hurried in their attendance lo dispensary 
duties. But in regard to a permanent and radical improve- 
ment of our city dispensary system with reference to its 
becoming an agency for effectual sanitary supcrviraon and 
inspection, there should be a modilicatlon that cannot be 
effected without the aid of the municipal or State GoTern- 
ment. The Dispensary Physicians should conatitufc a lead- 
ing department of the Sanitary Police of the city, and they 
should be endowed with the civil authority and ofBcial 
tesponnbihty requisite Ibr the highest efficiency ai auoh 
public service. We are happy to know that these views 
are shared largely by the Managers and Physicians of our 
Dispensaries, and by the Association for Improving the 
Condition of the Poor. 

Our next {Hropoailion for increasing the public utility of 
oar dispmsary system relates to tbe treatment <rf venera^ 
diseases. Hitherto the dispensaries have been unable to 
adopt a plan satisfactory lo thpmselves on tliis subject, ami 
no system has yet been adopted that can properly meet the 
exigencies of the vicious poor, and secure the protectjon of 
the public and physical interests which are involved in the 
questionB here at issue. We are happy to know that these 



questions have fur some time pagt been under A 
by the Board of Trustees of the old City Dispensary, sod 
that with but a ^ngle dissenting vote that intelligent and 
excellent Board liave decided that no poor patient shall be 
excluded from the bcnelilfi of that iualitutioD, whatever the 
malady. Though the debatos and the diSerenccs upon this 
queelion were protracted imd earnest, all doubts se to the 
propriety, necessity, and duty of the diqwnsary to treat 
venereal diseases finally yielded, as the physicians pointed 
to the innocent wivea of vicious husbanda, the scathed and 
helpiew inlants of aueb parents, the frail and brutal dou- 
lena of the low tenement houses, and the cliildren (hat, 
while yet scarcely in their teens, are brought to that insti- 
tution lor the cure of chancres, gonorrhcea, and the horri- 
ble invasions of constitutional sypliilis. 

It is true that the venerable Pi-eaideDt of that Board of 
Trustees c«ukl not conscientiously assent to liie new pro- 
position (and in this he represents a muc^ respected clan 
of moralists who are not deficient in philanthropy), but did 
he know that the servants in his own or his neighbor'a 
mansion are, not uafrequBntly, the' victims of syphihtic 
disease, and that the same bone-rotting pest is always 
liable to be communicated to the innocent infants and 
other members of such homes of unsuspecting purity, tliat 
conscientious and noble pnrpoae to do^n^U and not to set 
a premium on vice, would snrely and earnestly b« arrayed 
in fitvcH- of the action taken by the Traateee of tUa dta- 

Tlie other djepensories in this mty have not taken any 
dcdded action upon this subject, exc^ to exclude veiie* 
real diseases as far as practicable. A morbid and erroncom 

moral sentiment among the benevolent has prevented the 
necessary agitation and proper aettlumoot of the qtwetiMi. 
But there is an iaareasing iniereet in relatioD to it^ HhI 
the thne has arrived wlien by some civil authority, or 
by some mode of administering mcdlcnl diarity, the igno- 
rant and the vicious poor must be differently provided for 
in this great city, or else untold and irremediable cvila Crom 
this scourge of tliejMiHian (foMwumi will Gx Uwir bhghtiag 
■tains upon constantly increaeiDg nombers in all ranks 
of society. 

As our several dispensaries have Ibr years past endea- 
vored to act in porfcct unison, and as they now have 
a joint committee made up of tho respective Boards of 
Uanagers, and known as the Committee of Conierence, it 
seems desirable that this Commillee should, without unne- 
cessary delay, take up the consideration of this subject as 
decided by tho old dbpcnsary, and, if possible, agree to 
adopt some proper phui for insuring the immediate treat- 
ment of the victims of sexual disease. And, if )»vctic»bl^ 
such a plan should be adopted as will be aooeptable to those 
wlio would strive to avoid putting a premium upon this 
vice by making the remedy of its natural penalty too 
cheap. 

Such are some of the considerations that impre«Eed us 
upon peruNng the Circular of the Sanitary Associatioa's 
Dispensary Committee ; and with a few suggestions respect- 
ing the organiKition of Dispensaries out of the city, or a 
genera' system of voluntary Medical Relief in villages and 
rural district^ we will close these remarks. 

In tlie cities of New York, London, and Fari^ it is eatl- 
nialed diat fully one-half oi all the siek under medical treat- 
ment, are provided for by means of die dispensary and hce- 
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piUkl tyBtema. In Loodoa it is fowd that the avertge of 
such •nntul b«nefioiarieR constitute about ooe-flfth of tbe 
entircpopalMioD; andinNewTork abootone-sixtb. How 
ahbough the areragc ratio of siekneta in a vilt^e or rural 
pc^Mikttoa is iMaaS}r considerablj lea* than In nti«n, uid, 
tbe proportion of th« destSvte sick still Ims, tkere are, nerei^ 
tkelesa, maay fhmiKce and many side persona in every eob- 
urban andrumt popuUtion, thatin conseqoence of the ntter 
Mbaenoe of any ar^ottUAi pfan for proTtdlflg and insnring 
[Ry>per and skilful medical careofSDch patients, sresnObred 
not only to become tbe vlotjine of charlatsnt?, bat, too 
fivqueatly, they become the WMiroes and radii of infecttom 
toaladiea which are ipread ihroogbont the oommunity. 

In Great Britain and Ireland, and most Buropean countriea 
it haa been found DeoeuBry to inslituta nation^ syBtems of 
medical relief; and this haa generally beenefiected in con- 
DBxioti -with the odniniatratioii of the poor4awa of those 
oeuBtrJea. Bat the systcme for medical relief in vQb^iefl am) 
the reral diAriota of Europe are tat trom being perl^, 
ifamigfa Ifaey are under the direction and patronage of the 
oiril government. In Belgtum, vrh'tch probably has the 
beet eastern of general relief for the poor, all the mck poor 
are entitled to a physician's attendance and to medicine; 
•Dd m every parish a physician end an apothecary are 
appointed for Berrice under the dh^ction of the maltret da 
f Mni vr e$ — tiie latter an honorary and mnch respected offlce, 
while the foraier are salaried appointments. The parities 
hare an average population of uboitt four thousand. The 
pniah physician is elected by tbe local medic^ commission, 
whiob ia itself elected by the resident practitJonem AH 
tfaMe appointmente are filled by men of acknowledged 
enuneoce *ad exeellenoe, and they have charge of variona 
matters sfiectiog the public health. 

After an cxaminatioD of other systems, and the history 
of efforts and plana for the administration of medical relief 
throughont our country, we are of the opinion that in all 
oar suburban and rural districts a system modelled mainly 
afler the Belgian might be advantageously adopted. Until 
State legislation shall provide a general sanitary code, 
auch a system would need to be purely voluntary ; but it 
would be found that our county and town Mediosl Societies 
would furnish the necessary primary orgaoizationa from 
which the authorized appointments should emanate; and we 
SIC warroated in believing that the civil autboriliea of the 
towns and counties would cordially unite in austaining and 
giving ef&eiency to such a plan, under existing lawa. 

'We venture to throw out these snggestiona without any 
attempt at elaboration, believing that the time haa oome 
when such a work should be undertakea by medical men 
and philanthropic citizens in every hamlet, and in every 
populous rural dlstiicL The practical importaDce of such a 
proposition, if it can be successfully carried into effect, 
would be very great, and the various benefits which would 
result to the community at large might be aa certain and 
aa great under a voluntary aa under Stat« organization. 

THE ACADEMY OF MEDICINE 
In tlie pursuit of scientific knowledge and particularly in 
the cultivation and improvement of an art that requires 
extended acquaintance and varied applications of such 
knowledge, voluntary association for purposes of di 
and su^cetion is an acknowledged and essential 



scientific progrees and profeBsional improvement In no 
other profession is tbie so manifest as in ouis ; for mediaiiw 
is pre-eminently a science of observation, experience, and 
nniversat knowledge, ^m busiest practtlloners, wiAtheir 
varied experience, the most scientiflD observers, and the 
ablest philosopheni of our profession, have mnlual and equal 
intereEta to promote by means of frieoilly association. Tliey 
may and they should mutually help each other in their pnr- 
■oit of practical and scientific knowledge. 

The Ac«d»Kie de ittdidnt of Paris, the Boyal Uedlao- 
OhiruT^cal Societyof London, and the New York Academy 
of Medicine, furnish examples of a noble purpose, thos to 
serve the common cause of science and humanity; and 
whatever may have been the measure of snceess which 
either of chase great associations haa achieved, we know 
the objects of their projectors and friends have been worthy 
the ofaarooter and spirit of tbe science and the art we culti- 
vate. Hark the dedarstfon of the objects and tbe aims of 
the New York Academy of Medicine : — ' 

" The objects of the Academy ^hhW be : — 

" JIrs', The cultivation of the science of medicine. 

" Seevnd. The advancement of the character and honor 
oftlie profession. 

"Third. The elevation of th«t standard of medical ednca- 

" Jihwrlh, The promotion of the public health." 
mwse are iJie objects, and they ere the only objects of 
our Academy I and not in this city only, but throughout OUT 
country the question may justly be asked, by every cultiva- 
tor of medical science, and by everyfHendof the profession, 
is the New Tork Academy of Medicine accomplishing the 
great objects that are Uius sCt forth in its constitution T 
That they may and should be accomplished each of ita 
three hmidred mMnbers would proudly afflrm. But is aH 
being accomplished that can and that should be done for 
lulfilling those objects? Let every member ask himself thin 
qnestion, and see to it, that no other and unworthy purposes 
enter into his actions, interests, and inSuence, as a member 
of that hnportant association. 

^ese reflections arc naturaRy forced upon our mitid as 
we approach another epoch in tliis second and hopeifi) era 
of the Academy's history. Under the new constitution the 
officers arc elected biennially, and by this means as well as 
by the wise provision mads in the new constitution for (ha 
transfer of all secular and irrelevant business to the council, 
thehighaimofthemcmbcrsliiii may be kept clear of objects 
unworthy the Academy's attention when in scientific ses- 

Notwithstaading the advantages that have or at least that 
should have accrued to the Academy in consequence of tha 
institution of the "sections," and under the new conatitu* 
lion of the council— all of which were dttigned to lacilitale 
the attainment of the grand objects of the association— 
those well designed improrementa have not yet relieved 
the Academy's regular sestuons Irom tedious details of bus!- > 
neas, and of those yet more tedious and uselefa colloquial 
and rhetorical [latitudes (hat are never allowable in a dig- 
nified scientific body. 

Had not tbe spirited discussiona upon puerperal fever, 
and the rich scientific contributions of an Isaacs and a Dal- 
ton proved that profitable hours may be spent in the stifling 
atmosphere of tbe Academy's unvcntilated hall, we might 
charitably beUeve freahair and ^bcttorapwtmeiit tobethe 
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otdy conditiotiB required to bsure, not only an abidiog aad 
Utilj iaitnti'm tlw m«etinga, butalMtoeiuUelhespeaik- 
cn to deliver their thoa^to in luch manner m to attract 
IIm maHM of oar brethren to each sesaion. We need not 
enlarge i^nni thia niggcation. Tbe Council can provide a 
wdl vaatilated and auitable liali for the raeetinga ; Ihe mem- 
ben shouM aee to it, that the time oT the Academy b« not 
needleadf eognwaed bj buiiness that can property be com- 
mitted to the council ; and a aimilar r«mark may be made 
reelecting the duty of the several acientific aeclions of the 
Academy : they abould failhfuUy prepare their itated re- 
ports and auggest the moM suitaUe qucMions for diMnution 
before the Academy on tubjecta under iheir q)ecial advic* 
and direction. Though it ia a popular and vt^untary aaeo- 
oiatkin, the Academy diould, in ita proceediogii, not only 
adhere to the strtcteat parliamentary rules of order in debate, 
but should be characteriEed by an earnest and hanooQiooi 
pursuit ofacientiBo and practical butba in medicine. 

The County Medical Society was qiecially organised to 
look after tlie ethical and more external relaliona of the pro- 
fesaion in thia city. The laws of the Stale not only autho- 
rise, but require thia ; and these are duties wbicb that 
society cannot innocently neglect. Bat the Academy waa 
created for purposes more ezaltod and attractive. It is at 
least, or should be, a tlruAy KUniiJk attodation, and for the 
sake of improvement in medical science, A well aa for the 
honor of our profession, the Academy should never descend 
to the arena of petty and personal strifes. 

We have alluded to the Count; Uedical Society aa lite 
Icplly consLtated tribunal for a4judicatiag queations in 
ethics; snd if we roust have medical politics and contro- 
versy in the profession, we say let that society be the chosen 
•eat uf war : but the Academy should be regarded ss 
sacredly consecrated to Scismck. The general plan of tits 
Actwleniy is happily ad^ited fur the aucoessful working of a 
purely scientific association, and we believe that there are 
not leas than two hundred of ita members who would re- 
joice in Ibe privilege of attAndiug all ita semi-monthly aea- 
sions, and taking part in its labors, if its meetings were 
devolad Btnctiy to scientific discussians and report^ And 
now, as the Academy ia about to define its position and fix 
its character for another biennial term, why should not its 
officers be selected and its programme laid down with direct 
reference to the exsllation and promotion of medicine and 
hygiene as a scienoe 7 



TUB WEEK. 
Ir a physicisn riumld regularly publish Ids cases in the 
secular papers, we doubt if (here is a medical man who 
would not conclude that each phyu<nan was not only a 
chariatan at heart, but also in practice. We doubt, also, if 
there is a society, even among the most irregnlsr practi- 
tioners, which would not summnrily eject such a member 
flrom its felluwBhip. But, is the act any the less oflfen^ve 
when a society of medical men detail their cases to a 
reporter fbr the public press, and permit ibe report to be 
published under the sanction of the society ? We think 
not^ and, on the contrary, can but regard the act as still 
more disreputable. Two medical societies of this city have 
assumed a postion which vrill be considered by every 
honorable mind as on a level iHth that of the advertising 
quack. We refer to the New Tork Academy of Ueilicine 



and tbe Medico-Chirurgical CoU^e ; the organ of the 
former eodety being the Am^ Timt, and of the latter the 
World. The Academy of Medicine occawnally pn- 
tests, and has even qected from ita meetings the ackmow- 
Jedged reporters; but still garUed r«f>orts <tf its pcocee d - 
inga regulariy appear in the poUie prints. It matten noi 
whether the prooaedii^ are fumiahed to the puUio fttm 
by a reporter, or by some lack-lwain seeking [ii laiwsl 
Dotcsiety ; the violation at wcU established ethical ralas k 
equally palpable in either case. Following tbe example of 
this body, which gives its code of morals to all inierior 
societies, we now liavs the Uedico-Chirurgical CoUege 
publishing its proceedinga in tbo fVarid; and we may yet 
have to look for the proceedinga of tbe Pathological Society 
in the columns of the Htraid. Now, it is hi^ time thia 
species of empiricism was rebuked and discarded by tin 
profenion. The Academy of Medicine, the parent society, 
should not only refuse the admission of repcrlen to lis 
meetings, but duKdd also ordain that any member who 
furnishes a report of its proceedings lo the public psfiesa is 
unworthy longer to retain his mevibership. If that socse^ 
seriously desires to put an end to this semi-monthly advo- 
tisement of certain of its members, it can very readily 
■ecomplish its purpose. The Medico-Chirurgical CoUega is 
a douiiahing society, and its proceedinga are full of seien- 
tifio interest ; but we can aaaure its members that ao msM 
of good sense reads their remaikable cures, paraded in the 
columns of a daily paper, with any more oonfidenoe than 
he does those in an adjoining oolumn by Mi& Window. 
Tliey are thereby placed upon the aaate level, and are to fa« 
clasaed in the same category of sdvertiseHkents. We fao^ 
that society slso will prevent similar publicati<Mis in intan. 

At the recent meeting of the Scott Cb, Medieal Sodebf, 
at Davenport, Iowa, Dr. Pabbt offered resolutions declar- 
ing stramooium weed a nuisance, and requesting the city 
council to take measures for its extirpation. Cases of pot- 
soniikg by stramonium seeds are suIEcientiy frequent in 
tliis city and Brooklyn, to render that plant a auisamc^ and 
nudce its removal a matter of public necessity. 

FcniOATiou, like most other mediods of topical medica- 
tion, though of very ancient origin, has long been generally 
laid aside in consequence of the difBcnltiea and uncertMn- 
ties that have attended ita use, cicept, perhaps, in the em- 
ployment of mercnrial or aqueous vapors in the treatment 
of croup. The profession is indebted U> ProC Mathews 
for the device and perfection of a very ingenious and neat 
S{>paratnB for the vsporisation and inhalation of vtdatilisaUe 
medicines. In another column this spparatos is fully de- 
scribed, and some suggestions are made respecting its p(0- 
bsble utility. The fact that the gentleman who has devised 
the apparatus has Aimished something that is far superior 
to any form of medicated cigarette, and, althongh a layman, 
has had the good sense to offer it to the medical profeasioD 
for such uses as can legitimately be made of it, instead of 
selling it for Ibe purposes of quackeiy, should reoommcsid 
it to notice and a fair trial of its merits. Tbe obaervatiMis 
of Sir James Johnson on (he therapeutic use of narcotic 
inhalations, and of Dr. Nevina and others on mercurial and 
otiier medicated fumigations in various affection^ seem to 
warrant the opinion that more attention should be given 
to such modes of medication in some of the more obstinate 
and acute diseases of the air passages. / - ■ 
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CoKHmRT m TT> lUuTiom to Pdtsioumit aiii> Um- 
oiM. Bj QjcoBoa E. Dat, H.A. Cakt^ H.D^ F.B.a, 
Frofteor of Uodiciiw in tlw UiuTMVtjr of SL ADdnwi. 
With Plates and IHnstntioiM. Londnw HipfKit]rU 
B«I)»r«; New York, BrnKiro firatfaeni 186a Sto. 
pp.527. 
A DKnmiuisHiD iktro-chemiat, who hu both ori^oated and 
•otved u manj question* m any student of soo-dwrniatir, 
justlf rwniarks, that " we haTe just attainad a pootton in 
phjnotogical chemistry where we can ask important ques- 
tions, whose answera, eTcn in psrt, the near future doea not 
yet promise." (LeAmann'j ifanuaij Amaican Ed^ton^ p. 7.) 
The statement and discussion of such questions in sn^pa- 
tioB of Iba specnfie elemoDlary knowledge that woold b« 
reqtnrad for their answers has eontribated both to badnate 
the student and to produce unwarranted scepttasm and 
bentancy in some practical mindi. But dbemistry, and 
particulariy animal cbemistiy, ia the inoit progressire, and 
conaequeDtly, the most unsettled <^ the natural Bdenoet. 
And yet the applioatioDs and uses of such knowle<%a, 
incomplete as it is in many reapects, are so infinitely raried 
and valuable that we justly point to this r^dty developing 
department of science ai a happy illustratioD of the pro- 
gt«as and practical utility of the experimental and medical 

That the TolnminouB and excellent works of Lehmwia, 
nam Simon, and Robin and Vardflil, hare neither 
exIiauHted the resources of iatric-chemistry, nor rendered 
tmnecesBaiy another treatise thereon, is sufficieutly manifest 
in the advent and character of the »lmir«tde Tolume which 
Dr. Day and the Hessis. Bulli£re hate just preaented to 
the medical profession. It will be reooDoeted that the 
■ame publishers brought out the rich work of Robin and 
Terdeil, and that Dr. Day has been the translator and 
editor of the works of Lebmann, F. Simon, and other Oer- 
man antborities that bare been given to Euglisb readers. 
No livbg anthority in efaenucal scieno* and physiological 
acience could more fully estimate and provide for the pre- 
cise wants of medidoe in this department, than St 
Andrew's distinguished teacher. He has produced a treatise 
of unequalled merit, and to us it appears to be exactly 
ad^ted to the preaeut wants of medkaJ praoUtionerB and 
the moat advanced stodents in physiol<^e«l chemistry. 
TakJDg the Handbuch, Lefarbuch, and Zoochemie of Leb- 
tnaun, as outline guides. Dr. Day bas^ with admirable 
Bucccffi, brought lorward and Qtitiscd tbe varions and rich 
fraits of the more recent labors of Bidder and SchmidI, 
BiacbofT and Voit, Soberer, Bernard, and f rerich, together 
with such American and Enghsh cfaeniico-pbyMologisIs as 
have contributed new facts in this departmeut of know- 
ledge; Probably there is no other physiolc^ical chemist 
wbooouldhave performed this labor so efiectually; and, a* 
the Pnrf'esBOr of MediciDe in an Englidi University, Dr. 
Day both repreaeots and property estimates the pnctical 
' demands of the medical public for such a treatise as his 
unequalled facilities have enabled him to produce. Equally 
familifi. with all the details of chemical and of physiologioal 
and medical aoienoe, be has manifeelly endeavored to pm- 
sent the prindplea of Eoo-ohemislry from a phynologieat 
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point of view, entering, as he says in his introductioo, 
"much more fully into tbe physiological than into tha 
chemical relations." 

Tbe subject matter of tbe volume is oi»iBiderad undw 
tbe great heads or departments into which it ia ao natu- 
rally divided, in the structure and phenomena of tbe animal 
organism, viz.; — 

1. The organic substrata of the animal body. 

2. The chemistry of the animal jiuces and tissuesi 

3. The great Eoo-chcmical processes. 

Under tbe first division, the proximate prindplea of the 
onanism are treated concisely and with great cleamea^ 
Tbe several sections of the subject are complete, and there 
is no unnecessary detail of unsettled questions; but the 
great practical facts are forcibly and clearly preaented. 
Tbe following remarks conclude the section on the lactk) 
add group : — 

" The lactic acid, which ia thus widely diffused through' 
out tbe animal fluids, may be referred to a treble origin. 
No one can doubt that the acid found in the contents of tbe 
intestines, and in tbe chyle after the digestion of vege- 
tables, owes its formation to tbe amylaceous or saccharine 
matters oontained in the fbod nndergoing a change similar 
to ^at which takes place hi the fennetrtatjon of mUk ; 
the sugar which is fiwmed in the liver, both in 



in such large quantity in tbe muscles cannot be referred to 
these sources, but must be considered as a product of the 
metamorphoBis of tbe musaular fibre — a view confirmed by 
tbe fact that tbe amount of free acid is prc^rarlional to ilw 
extent to which the muscles bad been previously exercised. 

" Tbe physiological value of lactic acid is by no means 
inconsiderable ; for, in the first place, in association with 
free hydrochloric add, it essentially contributes lo tbe di- 
gestive power of the gastric juice, no other mineral or 
oi^anic aeid possessing tbe property of being able to 
replace these ; Mcondl^, tbe free lactic acid in the inteat^- 
nal canal aisiats matenally in promoting ao abaorption at 
transudation of tbe digested food into the alkaline blood or 
Irmph, inaccordance with the known laws of endosmosis; 
tnirdly, the alkaline lactatee are excellent supporteia of ani- 
mal be*t, in consequence of the rapid combustion which 
ther undergo iu tbe blood' and, lastly, it ia probable ^as 
Liebi^ simpoaea) th^ an olectric tension, inBoendng the 
function of^ tbe muscles, is established by the add mnscidar 
juioe and the alkaline contents of tbe capillariea." 

Again, in illustration of tbe anUior'a atyle of treating th* 
practically important questions relating to tbe nature and 
history of tbe proximate elements, we will quote one of his 
dosing remarks respecting urea:— 

" It is well known that the origin of urea is atiU a 
jiMsfio vexaia amongst chemists and physiologists. . . , 

" It admits of no doubt that urea is formed from th« 
nitrogenous constituents of the organism, its artifldal pro- 
duction from such substances affbrdiug the strongest evi- 
dence on that point ; in addition to wluch we may odd the 
facts observed by LasMugne, Schercr, and others, of urea 
bdng contained in the urine excreted after nearly ^iree 
weeks' starvation. As the metamorphceia of tissue oocnra 
with tbe greatest activity in the muscular ttjwtem, and a^ 
further, increased bodily exercise augrnenls the amount of 
urea, we are justified in regarchng the urea as f<»med for 
the most part from tbe worn-out muscular fibres, although 
it is most probable that oU>er vital tisanes may oontnbute 
to the general amount. Whether it ia formed in the orgam 
pulides at tbe moment of tbdr diaintegratiou. or whether 
It is first fbnned in the blood, is a point wfaicn aaonot b« 
considered as decisirdy established.' 

Tins style of writing on Animal Chemuti; is just what 
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the medical reader desires. It is lucid ami concise, nnd 
Qeedleas qnextions are not involved in llie aathor's stste- 
meota. Tlii^ is particularly true in his chnpt^rs on the 
DigestiTC Fluids, the Blood, and the Secretions; nnd c»re 
has heen taken to ascertain and state " the quantities in 
irfaich the various glandular products are secreted, a priint 
to which little attention had been pwd until the last few 
years; although the inporlance of such numerical data, in 
reference to the general metamorphosis of the tissues, now 
seems too obrious to require comment," 

The chapters on the Digestive Fluids, Digestion, and 
Nutrition, will be studied with peculiar interest and profit 
by. every reader. The author has clearly staleil the facts 
which constitute the basis for the more advanced conclu- 
aons to which the discoveries in vital chemistry now lead 
us, and he carefully lays doivn the laws that the latest and 
the best proven discoveries seem to eslablish. 



^roprss of lIcMral ^timt 

OPHTHALMOLOGY. 
Br IIekkt D. Notu, U.D. 

iOm U mum l fiom pmge ISI.) 
Contr^iuiiont In the ICnowttdgt of Defrdt of Jfefrnrffon and 

of Avconvmodation of the Eyr. {Briirage ziir Kenntnim rkr 
JkfraetioTu- vnd Aoi::<tmmod«lkm»-Anomalien.) By F. C. 
DonnEBS. Ardtiv fir Op/Malmolo^. Bd. ii. s. 210-243.— 
The next subject in order is the influence of age upon 
accommodation and refraction. The alterations in the 
eye due to advancing life are, some of them, patent to 
ordinary inspection. These are, dittiinished lustre of the 
cornea and conjunctiva; the pupil becomes smaller, the 
sclerotica and iris more opaque, the anterior chamber ia 
shallower — the arcus senilis forms. By anatomical dissec- 
tjon other changes arc discovered ; adhesions of the hyaloid 
membrane with the reUna, and in consequence secondary 
•Iterations of the latter; calcareous plates in the posterior 
portion of the sclerotica; changes of the clioroid ; atropJiy 
of the m. BrJlckiani (tensor choroidee) ; increased density 
and yellowish tinse of the lens ; impaired clearness of the 
vitreous humor. Loss of transparency of the media ia sig- 
oally shown by tjie diSijjreuce to tlio ophthalmoscope 
between the baaulifully clear nnd bright fundus oculi of a 
child and its dimmer illumination in old age. Among tliese 
changes we now have to do only with those pertaining to 
the accommodation and refraction. 

In the firat place, those of the accommodation. These 
appear a long tirao before any change takes pbce in refrac- 
tion. The remotest point of vision ia for a long time unal- 
tered, but the nearest point at an early period begins to be 
farther removed from the eye. In this way accommoda- 
tion becomes abridged. The removal of the near point is a 
fact long known, but it is an error to say that it docs not 



retreat in youth, and before puberty. 

This change aSbcts myopic, hypermetropic, and emme- 
troi^c eyea. The question arises, why does the near point 
begin to retire so early, at a time of life when muscular 
force is at its fiiUesC vigor — (adluatment of the eye being 
aActfld by the action of muscular fibres) ? The m. Brucki- 
snus is etai in foU activity. The explanation is to bo found, 
M I believe, in the inoreassd density of tlie eryeCalliiie leoa. 
This appears to me to begin even in youth, and therefore 
tho (ens will not so readily cliwige iu form under the com- 
pression of the tensor dioroideie. 



The power of Refraction begins to fail after the adirtsling 
power has very decidedly loet ^und. By this addilioou 
defect tlie remotest point of vision ■ is made to retire from 
the eye. ConsequeiiUy the focus of the rays is carried to i 
point behind the retina. The dimiautiun of Hefraction 
dots not occur until advanced age, viz, in a healthy eye, 
not until the Soth ur GOth year. A convex glass is then 
needed for even distant vision. There are, however, great 
difierence* amosg persons, in this respecL 

What is the ctniae uf ttie diminution of reOwtiati? 
Flattening of the cornea and shortening of the antero-pos- 
tcrior axis of the globe have been assigned as causes. To 
me it seems most probable that the cause is fbimd only in 
tho <Tyetalhne lens. Advancing age aGfects the lefts in tVo 
ways, vii. in chBI^^ of position and in chaoge nf stroe- 
ture. The leas and the iris are together pushed forward!. 
This causes tlie apparent flattening of the cornea and the 
real shallowness of the anterior cl;amber. But this change 
would produce an optical result exactly the opposite of the 
known fact : the focus, instead of receding, woald be 
advanced. The retrogreseion of die focus is really caused 
by the chaage of stnielnTe of the lens, and this is aUe to 
Biore than noutraliza the optical influence of its movement 
Girwards. The change of struoture consists in the conden- 
sation of the exterior laminse, and the flattening of the 
convex surfaces. Thomas Young, Senff, Listing, and 
others, have shown that the laminated structure of the lens 
and the less r«lrao(ive power of its outer layers in esriy 
Ulia, give it a shorter focal distanoe than a lens would 1mt«^ 
which should be uf uniform density, even though its entin 
substance had the high exponent of refraction of the nu- 
cleus. When, therefore, the exterior layers, by old age, 
become condensed with the nucleus, and the lens is conse- 
c}uent1y harder and more homogeneous, its focal distMC* 
ia aolually lengtheoed. 

The flattening of the curvatures will muuleatly alw 
increase its focal distance. 

In the vitreous humor a diminution of refraction is siso 
caused by the flattening of ttie lens. Since the concave 
wrface of the hyalcrid fossa disperses the rays whicli the 
lens has made convergent, a less degree of oonovily of 
this nirface will abat« the amount of dispersion— permit 
the resulunt focus to fall upon a point furtlier behind. 

The following diagram presents the positions of the nesi 
point and the far point, at different ages, in the normal 
eye: — 



The figuren upon the led side are the distauoee to wbidi 
the eye can be adjusted (in Paris indiwj ; the figurea 
below !Jo (infinity) have a negative value, they give the dis- 
tances behind the retina, ot wliich converging mys conic to . 
a focus r pp' is the course of the near point, rr' that of th* 
far point ; the' figures on the upper side give the ages, 
UpoQ the lines pp' and rr'-may be read off the near 'point 
and far point for each age, and the distance betveeo these 
lines gives the range of accommodation. The distance 
between each horizontal tine represepls-A- of accqpuaoda- 
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tion. It is seen that from the tenth jear tlie near point 
recedes from tlie eje, until at the tiiirtieUi year the 
accommCKl&tioii has Men reduced to ooe half ofwliat It was 
at ten years. The diminutioo is Dot so rapid alter tliix, but 
progresses steadily until the greatCDt oge. 

The course of the remote point is quite otherwise. Up to 
the 40th year it remains stationary ; at the 50th year it 
begins U> retire, and tho eye becomes hyperroetropic ; and 
by Uie 70th or SOth year this irill aniouot to j',- Some- 
times the bypermetropia becomes absolute-; that Is, the eye 
is unable to accommodate for divergent or parallel rays, 
but only for conver^nt raye. 

Anouier diagram presents the individual observations 
hom which the above diagram is designed. The lines pp 
and rr' nay be regardod aa the aTevage reault of man^ 
observations and approximatively correct. To render it 
more clear by an example: Take the age of 20 years to 
find the distance of the near and tar poiats. FoUowing tbc 
vertical hne down until it intersecta the line pp* — Iha 
figure iq>OD tie boriiwntal line Dearast to it, but above it, 
ia 3^ inches; that is, tbe near poiiut is aiiuat«d M about 
3^ inches Stoai iIm eye. For the fw point, goinf( down to 
the Una r r' it is lound to be co (iii^nity). The breadtJi of 
acc6i)Bmodati<Hi of moat persona at 25 yean, is given by the 
equation A=J — 4=jTj — i = * — O- The ocoom- 
modation ^ f . 

Another inatmce at 50 years : p =: 12 Inches ; r la 
beyond oo, and a Bi'gative quantity, but the error from 
omitting this qnontity w^ll not be targe, and the fraction 
m^y be neglected. The accommodation will be A = ^ + 
J- (to e((tiinale |, it murt be remembered that each space be- 
tween the horiiontal lines equals A ^j : now r r* lies about 
figth of the space below cd, as measur^ upon a scale of equal 

KrtS, + i merefbre would be about »}„}, it will therefore 
rather mwe than ^. The difference in ability of accom- 
medMion «t the ages of 25 and 50 year? will be given by 
( — ^j = JJ ; or abont Jth of the whole adjusting power 
has been lost in 26 years. 

What are the feels of Myopia at different agia? The 
notion is common that becsnse myonic perpons can see 
minnle objects by dim light, and in advanced life need no 

raasee ■fiw near Tision, their eyes are CBpecisIty^ strong, 
aewrt without hesitation that the myopic eye is a dis- 
eawd eye. There is more than a mere anomaly of refrac- 
tion. In addition to this, there is distension of the eye, 
with elongation of all its diameters, and chiefly of the antero- 
posterior Bsis When this distension shall have reached 
a certain grade, the membranes become thinned nt the pod- 
terior pole, and the resistance being thus diminished, the 
distension vet more increases. Herein consists Hie pro- 
grees and tne morbid character of myopia. To do as much 
as possible to prevent the ocular distenRion and the conse- 
quent increase of myopia, Prof. Donders lays j^eat stress 
npon the avoidance of the habit of reading or working with 
the head bent forwards. This attitude, he thinlcs, greatly 
&Tore congestion ofthe eyes. Progressive myopiais always 
dangerous: threatening symptoms often accompany it, and 
at length sight may be utteriy lost, by sub-retinal effusion, 
by extravasation of blood, or by atrc^hy and degeneration 
ofthe yellow spot. 

The number of myopic peraons examined was more than 
fifteen hnndred. In later Bfe myopia often appears to 
diminish, but its actual decrease is very nneommon, not- 
withstanding the senile changes of the lens t«nd to produce 
hypermetropia. The general notion is to the contrary; 
the error is founded upon the estimate of myopia from the 
near point of vision, instead of from the remote point, and 
upon the feet that vision is made more distinct, because in 
old ^(e the pupil becomes narrowed: the wnaller pupfl 
diminishefl the extent of dispersion of the mys, and thns 
sharpens the retinal picture. 

I make thren categories of myopia, vir. Ist, Stationary; 
2d, Tempor.trily progressive; 3d, Constantlyprogressivo. 
These cases are each set forth by diagrams. The first daas 



are those whose myopia is not greater than — ^,.* In 
calling these cases stationary, I yet mean to admit a slight 
increase, at may lia^ipen between the thirtieth and fortieth 
year, amounting to — ^, but this intToase may be disr*' 
garded. It is in tlieao lighter caees that a real dimiuuUoD 
of myopia may occur between the sixty-fiWi and eightieth 
year, by clianges in tlie lens. The second class of " tempo- 
rarily increasmg myopia" at first amounts to — y. the 
increase takes place between the Gft«enth and tliirty-fifib 
year, being most rapid from the eighteenth to the twcoty- 
seeond, and may reach — J. The third class of " constanOy 
increasing myopia," have at first the myopia as great as 

— J. It steadily progrosses, but at tL« i'lsleet rate up to 
the thirty-fifih year, after thai more slowly. It may reach 

— J or more. By sixty or seventy years of age an eye 
which is fO extremely mythic will very seldom bie a useful 
oi^n. Other symptoms ariae, such aa musoe volilaute^ 
pholApUc appearances, scotomato. To auch peraoos, topical 
bloodletting, foot baths, and other derivatives are of little 
avail; even the cold douche Is not tolerated by the eyes. 
They find most relief from light blue ctwoave glwes, 
adapted to bring distant objects mio focus. 

UypermetTffliia is set fonh by dii^^rama in the some way 
Bs myopia. Tliree different grades are arbitrarily made. 
In tJiein all a certain degree of hypenoetropia is ascer- 
tained without the use uf atropine; another portion k 
obtained alter using atropine. The latl«r is the latent 
hypermetropia, and ;b to be added to tlie former. In the 
first grade, the hypermetropia is latent until the tweoty-T 
mill year, amounting at first to + Aitaiid alWwardsbetpns 
to be monifesL Then if proper glasaee arc not employed, 
asthenopia makes lis oj^arancc. Before the fiftieth year, 
the hypermetropia becomes absolute ; that is, both near 
point and far point arc negative: they he beyond to. 
The second grade has at first latent hypermetropia of +. J, 
it becomes manilest belbre the twentieth year, and often 
with it asthenopia. Before the fortieth year hypermetropia 
is absolute; only with poaitive glasses, to make the rays oon- 
vergent, can near objects as well aa distant oltfects be pic- 
tured on the retina. 

The tliird giade is so high that at the tenth year, which 
is the starting point in all cases, the manifest liypertBetropia 
already reaches y',; the total hypermetropia being {. The 
range of accommodation is exceedin^y narrow. QIaesas 
ore needed here car|r ; for near vision, glasae* stronger tha« 
for distant vision, Tlie visual power is never so sharp as IB 
normal eyes. The cause often ccHisists in aboormal curva- 
ture of the surfaces of the media. 

FsKBTonA. 

We have seen that the deviations from the normal refract- 
ing power of the eye can only be in two directions :■ and 
these depattures we have called myopia and hypermetropia. 
In these cases, as also in emmetropic or normal eyes, the 
adjusting power may become impaired, and to this we nave 
c^ed attention. What are we to understand by preabyopiaT 
Not simply that sneli an eye sees riiarply at a distance, tat 
this the normal eye can do, It is only that such an eye 
cannot see ti«tr objects well It conveys an error to cril 
auch an eye "far-sighted," as if distant vision had bcccmoe 
keener. Presbyopia is, therefore, Uiat condition, in which 
from increasing age, the range of accommodation bos 
become narrowed, and (he discernment of near objectj 
more difflcult. It is no more a defect or anomaly than the 
grey hair or the wrinkled skin of age. 

When does presbyopia begin? By conmihing the (M*- 
gmro, page 372, it is seen that from early youth the near 
point begins to recede and that it is never Btationary. 
Jlenoe tho difficulty of fixing the eomniendng point of 
presbyopia: it must be one of conventional seleclion. 



ran at 1< iaclwi fbcc 

Digitized by 



Google 



tn 



REPORTS OP SOCIETIES. - 



Between 40 and 46 yetn the new point ia Kt about eight 
inche« diatsnc« (tee diagnira) — then mtaj persons will 
desire a glass, at least to use in reiLding by nigbt. Hauj 
will see sharplj when ^>e near point is at ten or twetre 
inobes diBtano& Sinee titere ara great differences among 
indiTidnals in this respect, I take the smaUert distance as 
the incipient point of presbjopia. I fix it at eight inches, 
I do this to erect a standard of comparison. For instance, 
ft person presents himself to be 6tl«d with glasaes. His 
near point is at nxteen inches. Hia prcsbjopia will be 
^ — tV = iV- <f tbe near point be at twenty-four incheti, his 
presbyopia will be ^ — ti ~ t^I' "" ^^^ ^^'> cases tlie 
glasBOS required will be +y', and +A: they will bo far 
nentraliae tiK piesbyopia as to brinj; Ute near point to eight 
inchee. Very often, indeed genersJUy, weaker glasses than 
these may be preaoribed, bemuse the eooTergence of tlie 
Tiaoal axes which these glasses produce will ^ing the near 
|Knnt ohMer than eight inches. 1 said abore that many 
persons at 46 years see deariy even to ten and twelre 
mches, instead of requiring the object to beateightiDcbet: 
tbey will prefer weaker gtaases. The following may be 
taken as the governing principles for the choice of suitable 
rianea: — the duller the visual perception, the closer must 
UM near point be brought to the eye: at 70 years of age 
the near point must always be within siz or seTen inches. 
The lai^er the rang« of accommodation, the doser must the 
Dear point ba brought. This applies moatly to young per- 
•ons with hypennetr^ia ; in tlielr case the middle point 
of acoommodatjon, which is the distance to whidi the 
gla— es are pteferaMy aduted, lies too for from the near 
point lastly, I may ada that the glass which wiB be 
gmeraQy found sufDcient, is the weakest oae which will 
enable the patient to read No. I of Jieger's text print 
(diamond) atone foot distance: providing no byperme- 
Iropa be present. 

Hitherto wo have oonsdered only the presbyopia of the 
normal ejt. Both the hypermetropic and the myopic 
may acquire presbyoi^ The first has done so whenever 
tfas near point lies farther than «ght inches, in spite of 
passes which neutralize the hypermeU^pia, This takes 
place earlier in tiie emmetropic eye. because the accommo- 
dation begins to narrow sooner. Bach persons remire two 
kinds of glasses : for distant vision tnose which umply 
Deutraliie the hypermetropia ; for near vision, reading, 
writing, etc;, they need stronger giasscs, whoee additional 
power equ^ the degree of presbyopia, and which will 
Ming the n«ar point to eight or ten mches. 

Myopic persons may also acquire presbyopia. The 
degree of Uyopia, capable of Presbyopia, must of counie 
not be greater than — i. To theae persons Presbyopia 
beooroes an advantage, a comoeoaation in age fur the dis- 
advantages of eariier life. It happens c 
MKW of oS or SO ysara will read print at eight 
without any asaistance of gli—es. 

If you tax Ibem with liaving been formerly myopic, they 
•mile a complacent denuJ. Tnea test them with Jaeger a 
print No. IB (six line pica), at twenty feet distance. They 
cannot read it, and unwillingly plead guilty to the indict- 
■lent This t^t mav be assumed as a standard ; all normal 
cyaa are equal to this effort If myopic persons need a 
oonvex glaas, it must of cooree be a weak one. An eye 
having a strong degree of myopia can never beoome 
presbyopia Its accommodation will become curtailed by 
age, but the near point will not recede further than eight 
inches. Her« this arbitrary term, presbyopia, dispUys its 
unfitness. For the senile dianges of the strongly myopic 
eye are the same as of the emmelropia but the term prea- 
hyopic cuioot be applied. But " verba vaient usu" — the 
" usase which gives value to words" has weighed more with 
nwthan logic or etymology. WhUe the word is retained, 
ita significance should be carefijlly defined. All that per- 
tains to hypermetropia and to paralyus of accommoda- 
tion must be ^om from it The word should be left to 
indicate only the abridgment of accommodation which 
old age produces. Thus stripped of superfluities, and rigor- 



ously kapt within its own boundaries, the relations of Prea- 
byopia to Myopia and Hypermetropia will be readily un- 
derstood. 
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NEW YORK PATHOLOGICAL SOCIETY. 

Statid MsniBa, SarrxMBBB 26th, 1860. 
Dr. £. KuoKowim, ILD., President in the Chair. 

APOPLESr in A ULD 17 TEABI Or ASE. 

Db. Aunrao Clahk esUbited in behalf of Dr. Bead a 
brain wbidi was the seat of apofrfeiy. The deoeaaed, an 
^prentMe boy, 17 yean of age, came to his work aa ntoal, 
o'clock yesterday morning. His empk>yer soon alter 
obsOTved that b« bad »o di^ostion to work, and on ask- 
ing hint the tcawn, be*stated that be felt dull The M 
was advised to go mto the yard and take the air, whi^ 
failing to make him feel any better, he went to bed. 
About fifteen minutes after tlus he was discovered by his 
employer to be aeeminsly asleep, and be ooolinued in this 
state until about 12 o'dock, wbsn be wu found dead. 

Auiefji. — On making a aection of the left Iwnu^ttMre, 
a clot was diaoovered within an inch of the poMerior 
extremity of tlte cer«brum, extending an indi and a half 
downward, forward and outward, <^niiig into the latesal 
ventricle. 

The chief interest of the case I snppoae is to be Sxutd in 
the fact of the aocideat oocurrin^ in a yonD^ dhd 17 yean 
of age, and ita presenting itaelf id this partindar mHwer. 
He Mt sleepy and dull for perhaps half an hour before he 
became insensible, and in that time it is probable that this 
eSiauoa was goiw on from a small vessel aomewbcsv; 
that the blood gradually accumulated so as to bunt into the 
ventricle, whi(£ then uled up more readily in copaeguepce 
of the leas amount of resistance made to its escape during 
sleep. I think Dr. Beach told ma at the lime of makiDg 
'' — linatioD, blood was found at the baae andoa the 
of the organ. That being the case, it must havtt 
escapea in the direction of the vessels that entered into tha 
ventHde. TheexiBtAnceofbloodupontbesudaoe, whether 
upon tlte convexity or base, and not on the central portion, 
would be pretty good evideooea of a blow .having b«N) 
inflicted. It was reported that no discsse of the heart 



riTTT DtouEEATiox or niE hkabt akd pakobxa& 
Dr. Fnnfiu. presented two q)ei3mens, a pancreaa with 
stomach attached, and heart, in behalf of I>r. Ouerasey, 
who requested him to make the autopay. The deceased 
was 52 years of age, tai^ and fat, with a good muscular 
development About ten or twrive days ba<M« death ha 
was Been by Dra. Jos. H. Smith and DeUnold. 

Avtepty. — On making an incision through the abdominal 
wall, the inteatiuee were found very much distended with 
gas, a&d on raising the stomach from its poaition, a amall 
unount of pus was noticed to flow from the rwion of the 
head of the pancreaa. The organ was removed, with the 
slomadi attached ; it was Brro to the fed, very much sui^ 
rounded with fat ; was about three timet ita natural siie^ 
and was found to have undergone &tty degeneration 
throughout the wh<^ of ita extent The heart was also 
removed. The omn was hypertnmhied, wei^iing sixteen 
ounces, and the left cavities were both dilated, preaenting 
the well marked appearance of fatty degeneration. There 
was a slight amount of atheromatous deposit in the anrta, 
but no organic disease of tlie valves existed. On ""^"g 
an incision through the substance of the organ at ita apex, 
the &tty degeneration extended fiiUy ■ qtiaiWr.of^dn foeli 
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into the aabslBaee or the mnacuUl' titmie. The lungs were 
hi a beslthj coadiiioa, ud free from tuberclea and all 
inflMnraatorj adheeioDi. About nght ounces or Bmim 
were foDnd in each fdeurm. Thera wm no olhw leakMi 
preeent worthy of sotic«. 

Dr. DiTMOLD made the following additional sUt«m«n(s in 
relation to the case r— The patient was seen by Dr. Joe. M. 
&nith and mjaelf about ten or twelve dava before death. 
We foond a man lying perfsctly honiontal upon the bed, 
Mooted in appearance, and with somewhat difficult mfwra- 
tion. The pulse was exceedingly leeUe, being for the moK 
part fiUfurm in character, and only every now and then 
there would be two or three distinct beats. The tronble 
l^ut the reroiratJon seemed to be the prMoinent one. 
Th« disease of the pancreaa was not at aH maoifeat ; it is 
true be complained of some pain in that region, but eonkl 
not tell whether it was intern^ or in conBeqntnoe of a 
lister which had been previooslr appMed there. ITiero 
were no constitaljonal ^mptoms that pointed to any diffi- 
culty in that qnarter. Some vomiting was present, which 
however, ceased on the judicious administration of stinni- 
lastK There was no sign of any trouble about the lungs, 
kut the impulse of tbe heart was so exceedingly feeble ttrat 
it boald not be felt with the hand. When he went to sleep 
for my lenjrth of time he would wake ap with more 
oppremion than before; this ^mptom was also aggra- 
Taled whenever he attempted to rune hims^ from the 
horiaontal position. There was venous eongeMion over 
the wbde sur&M of the body, which increased as death 
approMhed, wlien the pulee became entvely filiform in 
cnaracter. The man had been a very flree liver and drinker, 
aad during all the time that I saw him be had to be kept 
np with 1mb;c quantities of sthnulns, which treatment, how- 
ever, would make not the slightest impreswon upon the 
pidse. nwte was no artiu KntKt present. The diagnous 
Btade by Dr. Smith and myself waa fatty degeneration of 
tbe betft without ralTular disease. This conclusioD was 
Brriv«d at ftoni negative symptome. There was evidently 
•n impediment in the eirculaljon, as was deariy indicated 
Vy tbe condilion of the pulse and the horiEontal poritioD of 
tM body ; and beeides the condition of tbe body generally 
showed a tendencv to the accumulation of fat. No abnor- 
ntal sound of the heart could be detected. 

Dr. Clarc remarked that in tbe case namted there 
seemed to be a difficulty in applying the plan of exclusion, 
iDaemuch as at the particular period when the patient waa 
seen by Dr. Detmold, the heart had lost any power to con- 
tnet upon the column of blood with sufficient force to pro- 
dnoe a murmur. TalvulsT disease onder those circum- 
Staooes is much more Ukely to nnnifest itself by irregU' 
]arity than by the presence c^ any special murmur. At the 
same time, if I should see a case in which there was evi- 
dently severe cardiac symptoms, tbe patient not being di»- 
poeed to have tbe head rest high ; the heart not materially 
enlarged and no marmar preaent; if dieae symptoms 
existed, together with a marked irregularity in the puLse, I 
■bouM feel anthorised to make out a case of htly degenera- 
tion. I diouU, however, re<:|uire all these ^imptoma to be 
jffesent before ooroing to ew 



■ RrncBTBOPVT or bkut. 
Dr. O-jtBRiBB presented an hypertrophied heart removed 
from the body of a man, 30 years of ^^, who was a ship- 
boilder by occupation. The patient had always considered 
himseK in the enjoyment of good health up to December 
ksL At that time, by all accounts, he suffered &om an 
attack of branohitis, whioh lasted something like two or 
three months, when he noticed for the first time marked 
difflcnity in breathing. Last Hay he married, after which 
his nrmptoiDB of dyspncea be^une aggravated ; and a 
oongh of qnite a severe character made its appearance, 
attended with the occasional expectoration of si i^t bloody 
mucus. He was then obliged to leave off woric, not hav- 
ing missed a day before. Two or three different physi- 
oisns who law bun at that time came to the sage conclu- 



sion that the liver waa affected, and accotdingly pnt him 
on a course of |je«tment in which blisters, mercury, and 
tartarized antimony were finely used. Tbe efitsct, Inoogfa 
not tbe one desired, was very decided npon the patient. 
Dr. Q. saw him about ten itays before death, when the 
dy^ncea was so extreme that lie was unable to lie down, 
and it was with great difficulty that any history could be 
obtained from him. The stomach, in consequence of the 
remedies previously alluded to, was excessively irritabte. 
On examination of the heart, a most violent impulse was 
discernible, extending over die wh(^ front of the tlkotsx. 
more particularly marked under each clavicle. A bellows' 
munnur was beard with the first sound of tbe heart, with 
most distinctness at the apex of the organ, Iteeiuratory 
murmur throughout the whole of the lungs was vorj dis- 
tinct, notwithstanding tbeee organs were very saosh 
crowded to each side by the aocuinatatioa of semm in the 
two cavilies of the pleura. On removing tbe heart and 
pericardium, tbe whole was found to weigh fonr ponnda 
and six ounces. The aortic valves were extenwvMy dis- 
eased, which was also the caM with the mitnd valves. 

Dr. Clark stated that tbe case waa iBteresLinj;, aa show- 
ing bow long a heart of that gixe eould be earned without 
giving rise to serious distorbances in respiration. He also 
remained that in cases of this sort the disease very fte- 
queotly first shows itself in early chil&ood, and as the 
patient ctowb up the action of the organ so aduls itself to 
the particular case as to give the patient but litue inconve- 
nience. In answer lo a question from Dr. Garrish, Dr. C 
stated that simple dilatation of the heart was a very rare 
disease, he had only seen three cases. In all these there'- 
was a distinct wavy pnlsation over the region of the heart; 
the region of dulnesa waa large and tbe sounds were very 
indistincL 

The Society (ben adjoomed. 



Shtev Urtuo, Oor. 10, 1860. 
E, Ekackowieer, H.D., in the Ch^. 
AcDii MsiiiHoreis — Dukts. 
LjtRK exhibited a a 
giCis, with the following history, f< 
to Dr. P. C. Barker, house-physician to Bellevue Hospital 
William Norris, sL 35, married, native of Ireland, a 
tinsmith by occupation, was admitted to Bellevue Hospital, 
Oct D, I860, at 10 SO «. n. Two weeks previously to his 
admission, he was seized with vomiting, which continued 
persistently for several daya, with no other symptom save 
constipation. The matter qected pieeented nothing unu- 
sual in apnearance. The vomiting having ceased, he re- 
turned to his employment, but was unable to perform hia 
usual duties. On Wednesday, Oct 3, he began to cempUin 
of a headache, which became more and more severe. On 
Thursday, a dischai^ began &om the ri^t ear. small in 
quantity and very ftetid. Friday morning, at 9 o dock, hia 
wife heard a strange noise coming from the room in which 
he lay, and on going in found him in a fit and frothing at 
the mouth. He remwned unoonscious tia 5 r.tL, when he 
aroused sufficiently to answer questions. His bowels moved 
involuntarily several times during tbe day. The diseJtarge 
from the ear ceased on Satorday. Of his condition froin 
this time (Saturday) till Monday morning, she w 



all power of speech, and w . 
in any manner ; and before noon, became completely uncon- 
scious, remaining thus till his admission to the hospital. 
On admission, completely comatose. Reapiratirai 60, stet- 
torous ; pulse 148, weak ; tongue nearly natural in appear- 
ance. Both pupils dilated, but while the left contracted 
somewhat under the stimulus of light, the right ha^'^ 
moved. The extremities were cold, with some rigidity'; 
urine passed involuntarily. Heat (by means of bottles of 
hot water and hot cloths) applied to the extremities, and 
carbonate of ammonia adminittered intemalhrj .ttj^^^^ 
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became vrarm, and the pulse improved in furce while the 
frequencY was but little reduced. In tliig coodition he 
ranuiDed till 4 30 p. h., when lie ditd. 

j.H<OTMy, teveatem hoiirt afUr deeUh. — Rigor mortis well 
mvked; body still warm ; well nourished. Oq removiu); tbe 
catrwium, the dura-m&ler was Tound adherent U) it in several 
places. Oa tlie anierlor portion of the cerebrum, and un- 
derljing the arachooid, Uiere was an eOiieion in dislic 



Dk. J. Habiok Sjms remarked, that Dr. Clark's 



buna, during the 7ear 1S68, and which was remarkably 
&tal. It b«^n some time in February, and like most vio- 
lent epidemics, almost all of the lirdt cases were fatal ; very 
tew recovered until tbe eptdemic liad continued some weeks, 
wben the greater majority escaped. A very trutliful descrip- 
tion of the ravages ol'thtsdisease was given bv Dr. Aimea m 
•MDO oae of the American journals for February, 1819. 
Dr. Aimes gave the results of thirty or forty post-mortem 
examinatioEXS of the disease, and in every insliuice fibrinous 
exudation, greatest in extent at the base of the brain, was 
fonnd to exist. I don't know, remarked he, whether pus 
wssfoundinall thcsecasos. Dealh took pUoe rapidly, acme- 
times within twenty -four hours, and those who lived a week 
got weU. There was a peculiar symptom which was quite 
characteristic of that epidemic, vie. the drawing backward 
of the heod and consequent throwing upward of Che chin, 



1. CuRK remarked, thftt cerebro-spinal meningitis pre- 
vailed as an epidemic in the state of New York, six or 
seven times within his knowledge. As usual, it spread 
over one or two townships. I have not known it to ex- 
tend in schools as it is reported to have done in Europe. 
The greatest fbtality had been, here as there, in children. 
With reference to Its pathological condition, he beUeved 
that very genernlly, the efTii^on was in the spinal cord and 
at the t)ase of the brain, rinng a little upon the convexity 
but not usually covering tbe upper part. The diaease woa 
aot always epidemic in oltaracter. 
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TREATMENT OF THE PLACENTA, 

fTo Iha Edllw oT lti« Ahoicak UtniciL tiKta] 

SiB:—In reply to a question from L. B., in Na XVII. of 
tiie Ameb. Uedical Times, regarding the " general practice 
in treating the placenta," I can warmly recommend the 
following; A few minutes after the aceond stage of labor 
is completed, gently seize tlie fundus of the uterus in the 
led hand, and llie funis in the right. In grasping the fundus 
Uteri, the ulnar edge of the led hand must be pressed well 
backwards towards the spinal column, otlierwise it will be 
difficult to obtain a firm hold through tlie lax abdominal 
parietes. Now, having proceeded thus tar, simultansously 
exercise gentle pressure downwards and backwards on the 
fundus uteri, with the left hand, and traction on tbe funis, 
in the same direction, with the righL Gradually increase 
your pressure and traction, till the placenta sLps away, or 
till as great a degree of force is attained as the prudence of 
the physician may deem justifiable, or consistent with 
safety. In the majority of instances, as the pressure gra- 
dualfy iitcreases, the volume of the uterus will slowly and 
perceptibly dissolve, till the placenta is expelled, and the 
" small, hard ball" so cliaracleristic of a well contracted 
uterus, will remain in the left hand. It is of the utmost 

E radical importance to bear in mind the brief directions I 
ave given for the application of the left hand; for, if its 



ulnar edge is not well pressed back towards the 3|uiul 
column, a firm and reliable grasp cannot be obtuned, ud i 
total failure of tlie attempt will be the probable lesnlL 
Again, if tbe operation be clumsily executed, a migs of dis- 
tended intestines may intervene between the fundwaod 
tlie liand, and be thus subjected to a " lemon-sqaKani" 
operation, which may have the unpleasant effect of curtail- 
ing tbe physidan's attendance, le say nothing of the pa- 
tient's existence. This may be avoided by keeping iha 
ulnar edge and palm of the hand in close proximitj la tbe 
fundus uteri while sinking it backwards towards the spiul 
column. 

Now, the results of a well conducted eSbrt lo " pren off" 
the placenta may be various. 1st, and most liequently, 
The plaoenlal mass will be expelled both from uttons kA 
vagina, without much difficulty. 2d, The uterus may Iw 
felt gradqaliy diminishing under tlie pressure of tbe kit 
hand, till it is fiiUy contracted, and yet the ;daceiila may 
still be retained; but the anatomical poeilionol'tiieretiiRed 
mass in this case is favorably altered; Ibr, on introducing 
the finger along the cord, it will be found lyins bose Id ibe 
vagina, from whence it can easily be extracted by drawing 
it downwards and forwards with the thumb and two Gngcn 
of the right bond. 3d, Notwithstanding the ^tplicatiooof 
firm and well sustained traction and compression, tbe ulcra) 
may not yield, but determinedly retain its original dioten- 
sions. Now, in such a case, when we attempt to analyae 
the difficulty, one of three conditions will, in tbe gRU 
majority of cases, be osoertained to exist, a. A Umgut d 
plsioenta may be felt pioiecting from the ot, and lying in 
the vagina, while the iodji is retained wiliiin the wiilj d 
the uterus, from spasmodic contraction of the cerrii. 
b. Tlie whole placenta may be encased within the civilj(f 
the uterus, solely on account of this irregular or Bpumedii! 
contiaotion, e. There, may be no epasniodic cootnclioo, 
the OS Mtd oervix being quite dilatablej nevertheless, tbt 
placenta will resist every effort to expel iL In such s caM 
the retention will depend on morbid odheMOO, and extnc- 
:ion IS, unfortunately, the only remedy. Conditions 1 sod 
e may co-exist (spasmodic contraction and mcNrtiid adbtaou), 
which will considerably complicate the case, and iaciesM 
the difficulty. 

Now, as the two f<wnier cases (a and h) are but modifi- 
oatiens of each other, the same U^atment is applicable le 
each. The spasmodic action of the utenis must be ov«r- 
couie by a very gradual and gentle introduciiua of Ibe 
hand, till it« widest part is embraced by the ooatncled 
portion, when, by expanding the fingers into the Ibm of 
an arch, with the concavity towards the sncrum, t^ pla- 
centa may be drawn out between the palm of the band 
and the posterior lip of the uterus, by exerting Inctitnioa 
the funis with the leA hand, and assisting tlie exputaoo of 
the mass by a series of dexiou movements with the finger* 
of the right. If this will not succeed, tlie reteution must 
be dependent on (c) morbid adhttion. The hand must b« 
passed on into the cavity of the uterus, and the adhefeoi 
placenta peeled from the surface to which it is attached 
Never allow the plaoenta to remain more than a quarter of 
an hour after the birth of the child, witliout attempling ils 
removal. If the retention is the result of ina-iia, w>mp«e' 
sion and traction will produce its espuluon. If it depend 
on spasmodic contraction or morbid adhcsbn, the wod 
must be introduced; and tbe sooner it is done tbe better; 
for, if postponed for a lengthened period, the greatrat 
resistance to its introduction will be encountiired, and the 
difficulty and danger will be oonsequcntty increased, i 
partial introduction of the hand is all tliat is requisite in 
retention dependent on spasmodic contraction ; its complete 
introduction is generally necessary when morbid »dhiM«i 
exists. Never introduce the hand into tlie uterus, if it c*o 
possibly be avoided. It is a last and dangerous resource, 
and should never be had recourse to till gentler uean^ ban 
failed. jahks wiLaoN, 
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It will not b« as difficult a tusk as you of the metropolis 
may think to funiisb the Medical Times with an occaaionftl 
letter upou interestiag medjeal mailer current amoae us. 
Boston has iairly won Che highest place in the scale of 
literary excellence, and though Philaaelphia has claimed to 
be the " hub " of the medical universe, ia our humble 



opinion, our town will yet assume an enviable rank iu the 
comparison. We are not a jealoua-minded people, but we 
do wish to have a little credit for what we have done. We 
may feirly challenge Now York or Philadelphia to show 
greater contributions lo the medical sciences, and yet those 
cities are disposed to entirely ignore us. The discovery 
and demonstratioQ of the good offices of ether ought to 
redound to ibe everlasting nonor of the profesaion of our 
city. But you never teem to regard it as other than an 
American discovery. In book~m^ing we may not he as 
proli6c as the cities mentioned, but we are willing to sub- 
mit to the severest comparison the quality of the few wares 
we bring to market. The writings of Wabreh Jackson, 
BiGELOw, Channino, MoHiLAND, DuRKiB, and others, have 
a permanent place in the medical literature of our country. 
But without wearying you with these egotistical reflections, 
I will notice some recent events which may interest your 
readers. 

The Massachusetts Medical Society held an adjourned 
meeting on tlie 7th insL The Society wisely voted to 
appropriate the money annually squandered upon a dinner 
towards the payment of its debt. Would it not be well for 
(rther medical societies to be equally thoughtful and pru- 
dent ? If a society has not a debt to pay, let me suggest 
that Che same sum be appropriated towards obtaining priee 
essays. The venerable Dr. Jackson presented an excellent 
phot<^niphic copy of tlie likeness of Dr. Holtoke, the first 
President of the Society. At a former meeting^he Society 
■was presented with a ftill lengtli portrait of Dr. Jaoksom 
bimselE The Society accepted thf ' ' 

Iste Hon. Jonatras Pbillips, witt 
fkmiliar through the public papers. 

Boston is to have a Museum of Comparative Zoolo^, or 
rather Harvard University, which will oe the same thing in 
fact. For this magnificent institution we are indebted lo 
the energy and enterprise of Pbop. Aoassiz, its Curator and 
Director. It is but two years since this enterprise was set 
on loot, and now, according to pROr. A., we have outrun 
all the Museums of the European Uuiveraitles, excepting 
those placed in large capitals, and among these we would 
occupy the ninlii or tenth place. The resources of the 
ifuseum have been enlarged by repeated donations until it 
now has a fund of f 225,000, in addition to five acres of 
land froni tbe University. The Museum was inaugurated 
on the 13th inst. Gov. Banks presiding, when addresses 
were made by Pbesidest Fbltoij, Pbof. Aoassiz, and Gov. 
Bakes. 



FOREIGN CORRESPONDENCE. 
Pabu. 

October IB. 
Li accepting your proposal to communicate matters of 
scientilic interest, occurring in this capital, lo the Medieal 
Timti, I must be excused m>m entering much inio detail, 
or from writing very connectedly. I may from time to 
time be able to keep your readers informed of whatever is 
novel in medical circles, and for the most part, note the 

Sincipal papers and discussions before the medical societies. 
ut I cannot assume the ofGce of a reporter, or, in fact, of 
a corresjwndent, but must be allowed to jot down matters 
in my own way. 

Insant Palieni restored by an Operation for Cataract, — 
At the meeting of the Academy of Medicine, September 2, 
M. BouisBon of Montpellier reported the case of a blind 



insane patient, n-slored to reason by a successful operation 
for cataract. The patient was a man aged about fifty years; 
there was no pandysis, or symptom of acute disease; but 
on examination a double cataract was discovered. He 
remained under observation a week, appearing as if 
demented, and quite indifferent to a proposed operation 
upon his eyes. The operation of redination was per- 
formed upon both eyes at once ; nu bad symptoms followed. 
In due time be was allowed to use his si^ht, when he at 
once began to manifest a return of eonsciousnesa and of 
reason. In a month and a half he returned to his home 
quite restored. The operator proceeded to conwder the 
pathological and pBych(d(^icBl bearing of the case ; he did 
not doubt that the result of the operation restored the 
patient's reason, but he was not positive as to the rationale. 

The True Nature of A&ummtaia is the title of a paper 
communicated by Dr. Hamon of Fresnay. He reguds 
albuminuria as a disease of the cerebro-spinal and ganglionio 
system, and not a local affection of the kidney. Chnetison 
offered nearly the same view of the disease, as early as 
1829, but it was never accepted by Bright Dr. H.'s first 
proposition is, that the phenomena of sJbuminuria depend 
upon a deranged innervation of the cerebro-spinal svstem, 
Bernard proved that by pricking the fourth ventricle at a 
point higher than that which produces diabetes, the urine 
will be rendered albuminous. All causes which violently 
affect the nervous centres, as convulsionSj cold, etc., will 
produce albuminuria. 2. That the ganglionic system ia 
affected is proved by the alteration in the character of the 
blood,andt1ie various lesions of the secretory organs. 3. The 
nervous manifestations having their special seat in the 
nerves of animal and organic life prove the same fact. He 
proposes to call the disease oBniminvrrheic nevrosia. 

Spontaneous Oeneratitm. — This theory finds en ardent 
supporter in M. Pouchet On the 8th "of October a letter 
was laid before the Academy of Sciences from Uiis savan, 
tiien at Messina, rehearsing some analyses which he has 
made of the air in different localities. He has tested the 
atmosphere of cities, marshes, sea, and mountains ; in the 
first he found a great variety of organic debris; in the 
second vegetable matter ; but far out at sea and on high 
mount«na the air was very pure, and free from foreign 
materials. But whether he tested the air from the sea or 
from the top of Etna, he still obtained ciliated infusoria. 
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ABUT iieDicAL nrrELLiOEMce. 

Bailbt.— Assistant Surgeon J. C.Bailey has been ordered 
to proceed to Fort Defiauce, and report for field service U) 
Brevet Lieutenant-Colonel E. B. S. Canby, commanding 
the troops operating against the Navnjoes. 

Sbobb.— Assistant Surgeon J. Campbell Shorb (lately 
appointed), has been assigned to duty with the detachment 
of recruits to sail from Uiis port on ibe 21st instant for San 
Francisco. 

Sloan. — Leave of absence for four months has been 
granted Surgeon J. Sloan, Medical Department. 

Stations of Arht Medical Oiticerb in New Mexico akd 
Arizona. — Suigeon King, Medical Director; Assistant 
Surgeon Baily, Purveyor, Albuquerque ; Assistant Surgeon 
Haden, Fort Bliss, El Paso; Assistant Surgeon Norris, 
Fort Craig; Assistant Surgeon Ghiselin, Fort Staunton; 
Assistant Surgeon Clements, Camp Fauntleroy: Assistant 
Surgeon Bill, Fori Defiance ; Assistant Surgeon Irwin, Fort 
Buchanan; Assistant Surgeon Covey, Copper Slines; 
Assistant Surgeon Alden, Fort Garland ; Assistant Surgeon 
Barlbolow Fort Union; AsHistanl Surgeon Byland, Fort 
Breckenridge ; Assistant Surgeon, Baily, Jr., attached to 
the Kioway expedition; Assifltant Surgeon McKee, attached 
Digitized by CjOOglC 
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to the Navajoe expeditioD j Assietant Sui^eoos Perin and 
Clett; are ea route to Texas witii tha 3d lalantr}'. 

The Board of Army Suc^ona, which assembled in Balti- 
more on the 20th of September, iras composed of Sur^ons 
C. A. Finley, Charles S, Tripler, and N. 8. Jarvis with 
AKistant Surgeon Charles H. Smith, R«corder. Sixteen 
candidates were authorized to present themselves for exami- 
natioa Of this number eight iailed to appear or withdrew, 
and eight were examined in fUL Of this latter number 
fire were fonnd qualified, and have been ^pointed Adsistaat 
Suiveona in the Army of the United St*tes. The names 
of the BucceBatiil gentlemen are as foilows, in the order of 
their relatiTe merit: — Dr. Campbell Short, of Marylimd; 
Dr. A. Fraucia Uechim, do. ; Dr. Clinton WaoTier, do. ; Dr. 
David P. Ramseur, of North Carolina; Dr. Willam F. Cor- 
mick, of Virginia. 



Dr. W. H. Ml-e 



FroC F. H. Hamilton performed the operation of ovario- 
tomy on the 17th instant, at the. Long Island College 
Hospital. 

FroC J. B. S. Jacesoh delivered the introductory lecture 
of tlie Maasachuaetts Medical College, November 14. 

ProC M. B. WwoHT delivered Sie introductory lecture 
of the Uedical College of Oliio, October 22. 

Prof. B. S. Lawson delivered the introductory lecture of 
the Cincinnati College of Medicine and Surgery. 

Tw w IT 1. ^ of aucinnati, is giving a ' 



Dr. W. ClehoeneNj of Cincinnati, late Demonstrator of 
Anatomy in the Uedical College of Oiiio, h«a just returned 
from Europe, and will give a demonstrative course on 
Anatomy. 

Dr. E. Williams, of Cincinnati, gives a Clinic on Oph- 
thalmology during Uie winter. 

Prof. Calsb Qreene, of Homer, New York, baa com- 
menced hia course on PhysioloBy and PatJjology in the 
Geneva Medical College, New York. 

Prof. Charles Hooker, of New Haven, Connecticut, 
recently gave his twenty-Jiflh "grape entertainment;" the 
grapes, abundant and luscious, bcmg grown in hia own 
garden. 

Waloot. — At Milwaukie, Wisconsin, October 28, Eliza- 
BKTB J., wife of K B. Walcot, M.D., and sister to Jobn 
B. DousMAH, M.D., of Milwaukie. 

A CoLOHT CoHsniiEi) BT Fevir. — A malignant fever 
recently broke out at McCarthy's Island, River Gambia, 
and was so fatal that but one liiuropean survived, and he 
had a severe attack. 
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OOIOIUNICATIOIIS bave tven rnwlTod Imo:— 
Pnjt CiL» Onan, H. T, : Dr. E. J. Touhtuh, towa; Dr.aiaE. Ann. 
UH, IIL: Dt.S. J.BAWiEB,iriB.i JonH»nM,II.y.:I>r.J.Uin. 
Ind.: Dr. J. B. Ouix, loin ; Dr. B. KLHAnriiL: Dr.M. BaMH, 
Ark. i Vr. S. EAnxAii, N. Ti ; Dr. P. a Boott, Hin. ; Dr. E. 8. Vf- 
Toir, Ohio; Dr. B. B. Bloat, H.T. ; Dr. N. CCoout.S.T.: MMn 
WiLUAaakCo.,Maaa.; Dr. A. IL Laid, Ohio. 
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VAN BUREN ON STRICTUBE OF URETHRA. 
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(Sri^inal tniwxts, 

LECTURES ON 
STRICTURE OK TUE URETHRA, 

pReLrumABr to tbb 
CUNICAL COURSE ON DISEASE OF THE GENITO- 
URINARY ORGANS 

I»UVKBED AT THB ITNITKBBITT MEDICAL COLLEOK. 

W. a VAN BUREN, UJ)^ 

LscruBK IV. 
Tbi propn mode of comnienciDg the exploration of tiw 
urethra by iDatrumcntsl means, for the purpose of iletermiD- 
ing the presence of stricture, is to select ■ steel soudiI, of 
the largest size which the orifice of Uie canal will receive 
-without forcible dilftlstion, and to attempt its iotroduction 
into the bladder. As the urethral orifice is tlie narrowest 
point in the whole catial, it would seem to follow that any 
iDstrument Admitted here sliould traverse readily tbe remain- 
der of its calibre. And thus regarded, the problem before 
OS is appareully of very easy solution, for wiy obstruction 
to the paesuge of the instrument not caused by tlie presence 
of a teeiga body, or tmnor in the canal, ot an abwess or 
other tumor pressing upon its walls from without, might be 
Uriy assumed to depend on the existence of stricture. But 
in actual practice tbe case is far different. From the &cta 
-which I have already laid before you concerning tlie ana- 
tomy of the membrane which fonna the walls of Uie urethra, 
and of (he parts arouud it, its curves, its normal dilatations 
*nd contractions, and tbe membranes and tissues by which 
it is surrounded io its several divisions, you will be ready 
to understand that sources of obstruction wight occur, dif- 
fering from all of those just mentioned, and yet perfectly 
oooipetent U) prevent the passage of an instrument, even 
throurti a priectly healthy urethra. That these do exist 
is rendered certain b^ the ve^ frequent errors of diagnosis 
enoonntered in practice, and I am anxious to point out to 
you (heir seat and nature, and how they are to be avoided. 
In the first place, your sound should be made of steel, and not 
of soft iron or silver; tlie harder the metal, the higher the 

Klish it will receive, and the longer it wil! retain it,t^ingle8S 
ble to bruising and indentation ; and absolute amoothness 
•nd polish are essential qualities in an instrument which is to 
be passed along in contact with the highly sensitive surface 
of the lining membrane of tJie urethra. In damp cUmatcs, 
or at sea, I know that ulrer-plating or gilding is neoes- 
aary to prevent nut, but otherwise I regard them as diaad- 
Tantageou^ In the next place, its curve should represent, 
nnifonnl^ and accurately, an arc of a circle, three and a 
goarter mches in diaraet«r — which, as I have already stated, 
is tbe average curve of the fixed portion oF the uretlira ; 
and its point should alwaya present s right angle to its 
shaft, affording thus an int'aliihle indication of its position 
and direction when concealed from the eye. It is exceed- 
ingly desirable that those who wish to cultivate dexterity 
and tact in tbe use of uretliral instruments should always 
employ the same curve. Finally, before attempting its 
introduction the sound should be well warmed and oiled. 
You may think, gentlemen, tliat these directions are 
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sttenUon to minute details is one of die essential conditions 
of success. The mode of introducing the instrument is best 
demonstrated in a cUnical lA;ture with the patient before 
you, and I shall therefore leave tbis part of the subject at 
present with the single remark, that it should always be 
done qvUOy, getiUy, and dotaly. Alter entering the orifice 
of the canid there are three points at which the point of the 
sound is liable to be arresteo, in a healthy urethra, by obsta- 
Ah. Mid. Tikks, Vol. I., No. 22. 



dcs which might be mistaken for stricture: the first of 
these is just in Irootof the triangular ligament; the second, 
in the membranous portion, opoosite tbe eampraaor ut«- 
Oirx muscle ; and the third, at the neck of the bladder. In 
regard to the first, it will be remembered that the normal 
dilatation, known as the " »nus of the bulb," occupies SD 
inch and a half of the canal just before it engages in the 
hole in tlie triangular ligament. Now the mucous mem- 
brane forming the floor of this " sinus " is olWn so relaxed 
and extensible as to t>e pushed before the point of tbe 
instriunent in the form of a fold, by which it may be 
arrested just when it should enter the hole in the triangular 
ligament. This occurrence is more likely to take place 
when tl)e curve of tbe sound is too bu^e — a very common 
(ault, as its point is thus kept too closetj in contact with 
tlie Door of the " sinus." This obstacle is to he overcome 
by withdrawmg the sound for an indi or so, and altering 
its direction, so that its point sloll traverse the "sinus" in 
contact witb its roo^ and at the some time the penis sliould 
be gently drawn forward upon the sound as it advances, so 
as to put the Iming membrane of the oaoal upon (he stretch. 
The obstructioa liable to be encountered by the instrument 
in the membranous portion, is caused by spasmodic con- 
traction of the " romprator muscle ; and this, in my opi- 
nion, is the most fi-equent source of difficulty in introducing 
fuU-siced instruments into a healthy urethra, and moat liable 
to be mist^en for stricture. It is, in bet, a temporary 
qiasmodic stricture, resulting from the irritation produced 
by the contact of a foreign body with the sensitive urethral 
membrane, and explains by reflex action. To overcome 
it, assure yourself that tbe axis of your instrument is pre- 
cisely in accordance with the axia of tiie canal, and press 
its point firmly and steadily, but very gently, SKsinst tbe 
obstacle, and at the same time endeavor to divert the 
patient's attention by some question or remark on a subject 
entirely unconnected with the matter in hand ; tlie "wm- 
mtmir" is a voluntan' muscle, and you thus get rid of any 
influence that the will may exert in Keeping up its contrac- 
tion. Within a minute the point of the sound will gene- 
rally slip through, if the manoeuvre is cleveriy executed— 
oliten with the disUnct sensation ofhaving cleared an obsta- 
cle. To ^predate the cause of the impediment encoun- 
tered just before the instrument should enter the bladder, 
I must recall to your recollection the diUtation of (he ure- 
thra in its prostatic portion, formed entirely by the expan- 
sion of tbe lateral walla and floor of the " prostatic sinus," 
as it is cidled, and also tlie little tranai-erse fold of the mucous 
membrane at tbe orifice of the bladder, called uvuZa vaioce. 
Tbe point of the sound traversing the prostatic sinus, in 
contact with its fioor, is liable to hitcb agunst this fold, and 
be arrested in i(fi progreaB. Depress tbe l^dle of the instru- 
ment so as to bring its point against tbe roof of (he canol, 
after withdrawing it a trifle, sod it will generally oven-ida 
tbe obstacle. I have known mistaken diagnosis of stricture 
to arise from eadi of these tliree causes of obstruction, and 
have therefore thought it proper to occupy your attention 
thus minutely in their consideration. By employiug instru- 
ments with the curve, which I have advisM, you will be 
less likelv to encounter them. Tbe sounds and catheters 
sold in the shops have almost invariably too large a curve, 
frequently representing arcs of sevenu circles, mostly of 
greater diameter than that which I have indicated, and 
often perfectly straight in the last inch of their length. In 
uNug these instruments it is almost impossible to prevent 
their points from crowding along the Itocr of the urethra 
as they traverse it, and thus they are more liable to I>e 
arrested by the first and third obstacles descril>ed ; whereas 
tlie point of a sound which has a small and accurate curve 
can be readily kept, during its introduction, in contact with 
the roof of tlie cvuil. Moreover, it is important to examine 
the finish of the instrument's point; this should be hemi- 
spherical, or very slightly conical, and perfectly smooth kod 
even ; Btuq>ed thus, it is less Ukely to exrale muscular spaon, 
and better calculated lo overcome an obstacle of this sort, 
when gently pressed against il, / ",-,,,, ^ I, , 
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With ft fftir knowledge oF the anatomy of the urethra, 
and with due attentioD to tlie points just indicated, there is 
nothing rurthcr requisite to fiieilitate the recognitinn of 
stricture by the aid of the sound, unless it be the tact in 
itfl employment th&t is only to be attained by practice and 
expenence. It is alwaye to be borne in mind that many 
atncture patients are so een^tive and irritable as to rt'nder 
the greatest care absolutely necessary to avoid bringing' on 
achSl, or an attack of retention, by a first exploration with 
instrumentfi. To avoid this danger, the greatest gentleness 
should be observed, and the manipalalion should not be 
prolonged. It is also advisable, before the instrumental 
examination, that the patient should be prepared for it by 
the administration of demulcents, containing an alhali, if 
the urine be acid, or other appropriate medication. A mi- 
croscopical and chemical examination of the urine is also of 
great assistance in affording information as to the condition 
of the bladder and kidneys. It ia oflen safer to defer an 
opmion nnli! repeated examinations shall have been insti- 
tuted, and thus the temper of the urethra and the nature 
of tiie stricture will be also more thoroughly ascertained. 
If permeable, its length may be determined by employing 
a flexible bougie with an olive-shaped bulbous extremity; 
the point corresponding with the urethral orifice being 
marked with the nail upon the bougie as soon as its bulb 
reaches the stricture on entering, and afterwards on with- 
drawing it. A wax bougie is also useful; if allowed to 
remain m the urethra a few minutes, and then wilhdrawo, 
it will receive an impression from the stricture which at 
once indicates its dimensions, and its degree of conlrao- 
bility. Aa to the porte-empreinte so highly recommended 
by Ducamp, made oy dipping silken threads in sofl wax, ] 
hive little confidence in its utility. When the existence of 
a stricture has been thus demonstrated, if it will not per- 
mit the passage of a lull-sized sound after the employment 
of g«ntle pressure, recourse must be had to instrurQcnts of 
smaJler size, in order to determine its degree of contrac- 
tion. In reference to this point, i e. the degree of tights 
ness of the stricture, the sIm of the stream of nrinc passed 
by the patient afforos us only vague and general informa- 
tion, and is not to be trusted. This may be temporarily 
dimmished, or even arrested entirely by spasm, by the 
lodgment of a clot of blood or mucus, or it may depend 
upon partial paralysis of the bladder with a urethra per- 
fectly free from stricture. The successive introduction 
of instrumenta gradually diminished m diameter, is ne- 
cessary, therefbre , to determine this point. As a rule, 
steel sounds below the aze known as No. 4 of the 
scale in ordinary use, should not be employed; the risk 
of perforatdng the urethral walls, and thus causing false 
passaeesj ia so great as to render them more dangerous than 
nseful, either for the purpose of exploration or of dilatation. 
Flexible bougies of French manufacture, and especially 
those with a tapering point, are the instmmenlB I would 
recommend ; these can be procured of all sizes, down to 
the diameter even of an ordinary pin, and tlie very 
smallest of them are exceedingly useful, far more so than 
their extreme flexibility would lead one to suppose. The 
recognition of false passages is a matter of importance, 
and oflen of difficulty ; they are very frequent complica- 
tions of stricture, and offer a very serious Impediment to 
satisfactory exploration, to catheterization in retention, and 
to subsequent treatment They are to be detected by the 
deviation of the exploring instrument from the normal 
a: — .:„T Qf the urethra^ by the peculiar sensations per- 
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ceived under these circumstances, both by the patient and 
the surgeon, by the occurrence of hicmorrhage, and by the 
feet that the progress of the instrument is arrested, when 
by partially withdrawing it, and altering the direction of its 
pointj it paases into, or through the stncture. A tapering 
Dougie will often be sensibly grasped by o stricture, which 
opposes its progress — very rarely, if ever, by the walls of 
a false passage. Here the small flexible bougies I have 
just showu you are of great use. If one is arrested in its 
progress, and suspected to be lodged in a false passage. 



leave it there, and introduce a second — the orifice of the 



', bbA be grasped by it, oi .. 
may pass at once into the bladder ; by this manffiuvre the 
co-existence of several false passages may possibly b« de- 
tected in the same case, and their extent and direc^on may 
be estimated. The introduction of the Gnger into the 
rectum may also afford additional informatioa 

It sometimes happens that a patient presents himsetT 
with symptoms of stricture, the orifice of whose urethra is 
pretenialurallj narrow, either from congenital contractiouof 
the meatus, or from one <^ those forma of arrested devdop- 
ment known as liypotpadiat, or qiitpadiat. In such cue* 
it has been recommended to enlaree the orifice by inraron, 
BO as to allow the introduction of a full-sized inetnimeiit, 
by which the remainder of the canal could be propedj 
explored. This is a proceeding of very equivocal adim- 
tage; the incision becomes inflamed and indurated from . 
the constantly repeated contact of urine, forms a very piin- 
ful and imtable sore, which heals very slowly, and Wvn 
behind it, almost invariably, an aggravation oi the originil 
contraction. I should prefer, in 5ie majority of such ewes, 
to explore and treat the stricture or strictures as succea- 
fully as I could, without meddling with the oriBce. Chm- 
cres at the oriBce are not unfreqnent causes of contracdoD 
after their cicatriiation ; these strictures generally contrect 
to a certain point, and then remain unchanged. Unless ther 
are complicated by specific induration, removable by inli- 
syphilitic treatment, they are better let alone. Tou mtj 
receive it as a general rule, that strictures of the orifice M 
the urethra are not tq>t to be benefited by treatmenL 
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D. T is a farmer of decidedly nervous temperament, 

— years of age, but much nearer "old age" than Iuj 
years would indicate. He has for a long time been subject 
to bilions derangements as autumn cornea on, often Kcom- 
panied by a fever of an irritative type. On the 25th of 
August, 1859, two hours after he had been thrown from 
his wagon with great violence, I found him with an oblique 
ftacture of the right femur. The plane of the fbciare 
extended from without inwards and upwards, twisting 
completely to the under side of the bone. The length cf 
the plane was from the upper part of the lower turd to 
above the middle of the middle third of the femur fiilly fow 
inches. A modification of Dessult'stonKsplint, with Ihensuit 
auxiliary short splints, was applied. The hmb was readilj 
extended to its normal length— extension and counlti- 
exlension being kept up by adhesive straps, and the ordi- 
nary perineal band, with a screw in the foot-piece of the 



s perfectly adjusted, and U>e 



long splint The fracture v 
Umb carefully bandaged. 

The patient had, in his aoddent, received a severe con- 
tusion m the perineum, and Jhere was a laceration involv- 
ing a strip of skin for one and a half or two inches long, 1)? 
an inch or more wide, extending to a little within the vtrgs 
of the anus. As this fl^ was likely to slough, it was 
removed, and the wound dressed with tr. amicE and witer. 
An intermittent fever of a decidedly irritative type followed 
the injury, which was greatly iu^val«d by the p«n '" 
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the perineum, oad dilficulty in defccatioQ u well as mictu- 

The limb was kept well adjusted, wiUi tlie exception 
that about one week after the fracture the patient looaeued 
the penDsaJ band. This was Ijgbteued, however, aoon 
after without iiicODveitiaDce to him. The dressings were 
all reapplied as often as they became loosened, and the 
OO^tatiOD of the fragment^ and the length of the limb, 
gave promise of an excellent resulL The fever yieldud 
after two or three weeks by the use of anodyues, nervines, 
snd aati-periodiee. 

Four weeks after the accident tiiere was no attempt at 
re-union. The fracture was perfectly adjusted, the limb 
was nat shortened, and bad never been much swollen, and 
there was, and had been, but slight pain or soreness at the 
seat of the fracture. Two weeks later, the contlltioa of the 
liiub being unchanged, a stArch bandage was carefully 
applied over a well moulded cass of heavy binder's board, 
(tod the patient put upon bis crutches. The case for the 
thigh was BO padded as to keep the fragments in almost 
perfect co^>(atu>n. After a fortnight had passed with no 
benefit, the case was removed daily, the leg bathed, and fric- 
tion witli electricity regularly applied for nearly two months. 
His appetite was pretty good. Quimne, iron in variotts 
fonns, and the phosphate of lime were given, and long con- 
tinued, but there was noticed no improvement in the leg. 
The fragments were quite movable, and the Umb could be 
thorteoed and lengthened by manipulatioa to about an inch 
in extent There was very little swelling at the place c^ 
the fracture, and no enlargement of ihe fractured ends. 

LouDg confidence for once in the via medirab-ix natunB, 
I considered the various methods proposed for the cure of 
un-united fractures. The method by subcutaneous perfora- 
tion proposed bj ProC D. Brainard of Chicago, seemed to 
me (be most rational, and simple, the safest, and if not the 
surest, certainly giving great promise of success if carefully 
performed and persevered in. Prof. B. kindly mentioned 
to me, in a note, that be considered it a necessity for success, 
that the perforations should be repealed, at intervals of a 
week, until there was throbbing pain and some sweUing 
about the fractured ends, persistent for some time sfter the 
perforation. This pain and swelling, be thinks, are almost 
certain to promise success. 

On the 26th of llarch, I made three or four subcutaneous 
perforations of the fragments of the former, at the lower 
part of the fracture, carrying the instrument once between 
the fragments. I used a drill ooe-eighth of on inch wide. 
The external wound was closed by collodion and a compress 
retained over it by adh^ve straps. The limb was dressed 
by a starched bandage over a well moulded case of binder's 
board, and lud upon a double inclined plane. £fo other 
extension was put upon the limb. Two days after, the 
starched-bandage was slit ua and the case sprung open 
enough to give a view of the limb at the point of operation. 
There wai no sign of infiammatioa, and but slight soreness 
at the seal of the operation, and no persistent pain. 

April 2. — One week aft^r the first operation there was no 
soreness or swelling. At this lime four or five perforsr 
tioDB were made, some of them near the seat of the last, 
others above ; one passed along the plane of the fracture 
between the fragments, all the others passed through both 
fn^raenlSL The limb was dressed as before. Rather more 
pain and soreness stioceeded this operation than tlie former, 
but we feared that it was not sulBcient to warrant us in 
discontinuing the perforations. Accordingly eight days 
(April 10) after the second operation 1 made four more 
perforations, two of which passed along the plane of the 
fracture, higher up and from without inwards. In makinr 
these two perforations, I experienced a sensation, communi- 
cated to my hand from the instrument, as if it were passing 
through K^t cartilage, with numerous earthy Braaules scal^ 
tered throughout iL This sensation was periectly distinct 
from what I felt when the instrument hit the rough 
surfaces of the fragments. The limb was dressed as before, 
and the operation was foDowed by more pain and soreness 



than before, with somewhat more swelling — all of which 
symptoms were more persistent than before. April 16. — 
I removed all the dressings, and found (he limb an inch 
sliorter than the other and quite inextensible ; the frag- 
ments immovable witii a considerable force. I reapplied 
the dressings, and gave my patient the liberty of the bouse 
and yard with his crutches. From tliat time his improve- 
ment was quite rapid, and within twelve weeks alter the 
last operation he was able to walk about town without 
crutch or oaiie. The partial anchyloeis of the tnee which 
came on in the course of the treatment is gradually yielding 
under constant use. 
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Mrs. H., ^ed about 30 years, of a highly neirous tempera- 
ment^ had suffered severely in two previous labors, in both 
of wnicb it was necessary to resort to the use of forceps. 
In her third labor she fell into the hands of an irregular 
practitioner (homoeopathic). Her tabor was very protracted, 
the head of the child remaining impacted in the cnvity of 
the pelvis for a period of /our £iyt. During this time she 
passed no urine ; and, of course, the bladder must have been 
enormously distended. A few hours after the labor was 
finished the bladder gave away, and the urine passed off by 
the v^na in a gush. From that time no urine was passed 
by the urethra, but continued to dribble from the opening 
in tlie bladder. Upon an exsQiInation, between two and 
three montlis after the accident, an opening was found the 
sixe of a quarter of a dollar, nearly circular, but slightly oval, 
the long diameter being transverse. This opening was 
situated between the neck of the bladder and the utems : 
the posterior boundarr of the opening being the neck of 
the uterus. The bladaer and the edge of the fistula were in 
a healthy condition. With the assistance of Dra, Beardsley 
and Pinney, of Birmingham, and Dr. Townsend of New 
Haven, I performed the operation advised by Dr. Sims. 
The patient was placed upon the bed in the position 
recommended by Dr. Sims. After she was fully under the 
influence of ether, the Sims' speculum was introduced, and 
the parts brought fully into view. The edges of the flatula 
were thoroudily excised with the long strtdght bistoury, and 
with great difSculty the mucous membrane of the neck of 
the uterus was removed at a point corresponding with the 
anterior edge of the fistula. As soon as the sUgbt hemor- 
rhage had ceased, the edges of a portion of the fistula were 
brought t<^ther with two silver tuturei. and the remain- 
ing portion was attached directly to the neck of the 
uterus by carrying the needle into the substance of that 
organ. The sutures were applied without the clamps or 
shot, the wire being ^mply twisted upon itself. They were 
flowed to remain a period of twelve days. At that time 
they were removed, and perfect union was found to have 
taken place. The Sims' catheter was used and found to be 
invaluable. It answered the purpose intended moat perfectiy. 
The bowels were kept quietby the administration of opium. 
One week aSier the removal of the sutures die bowels were 
moved by an injection. This was followed by a severe 
attack of cholera morbus, attended with severe vomiting and 
purging, which resulted in the detachment of tlist portion 
of the fistula attached to the neck of the uterus. 

A few weeks after this accident the operation was repeated, 
and resulted in a perfect closure of the opening. The patient 
was kept under the moderate use of morphine after both 
operations. Two weeks after the removal of the sutures 
used in the second operation, the patient was able to pass 
her urine without the aid of the catheter. The sutures 
caused no irritation whatever, and were removed wiihout 
difficulty. I have used the silver sutures in a great variety 
of operations for some time past, and hftve found them to 
answer the purpose intended better tlWjm^ a|^. I ^ have 
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used tbem in amputation of the extremities and of the 
female breast ' in the extirpalion oftumorg ; in operalions 

Dpon the ejehdg ; in hare-lip; in wounds of the abdominal 



n to practical surgery. 
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BuiTici or Dr. I. £. Tatlos. 

EiH or raisiirrAnoH or ret bjodt boafuia; atrmfteii 

TKHBION BT KZTE&NAL HANIPtTLATIOM ; DELIVERT BT FORCEPS; 
QOSVULtlOHe 



Bbiim»t Webt, kL 30 veats, married, native of Ireland, 
admitted to the Ljing-In Ward, Ma; 31, 7i am. Her 
GomplezioD i« rather pale, and there is marked cedema of 
the lower extremitieB. She is unable to see out of her left 
eye, and has not had the full uee of her Icfl teg for Bomo 
time. The musoles of her left arm are partially paralysed, 
■o that ahe carries it in a semiflexed position^ the sensation, 
however, on the lell Bide of the body is unimpaired. She 
says she has been in labor Bioce six a.h. Examination 
per vaginam showed that dilatation of " tlie os " had 
aet in; the soft parte were in good condition, the pains 
pretty good. The os was not fully dilated before four 
o'dock p.H ; she then had but a few bearing-down 
puui when suddenly they ceased. Examination at this 
timc^ externally and per vaginam, led to the conclusion 
that the position was an unnatural one, but as there wos no 
engagement of the r<Btue, and as the bag of waters remained 
intad, the exact diagnosis could not be made. She con- 
tinued in this condi^on, sDrait a good night, sleeping quietly 
until four A.M., when ahe had a return of her pains, whicli, 
however, were so slight that when Dr. Taylor was called 
in to Bee her, at half-past one o'clock, she was found walking 
about. Dr. Taylor upon ezaminadon made out the presen- 
tation to be the scapula. As the bag of waters was still 
intact Dr. Taylor deemed it best, first, to try external mani- 
pulation. Accordingly, several efforts were made to lift 
the head from the hypogastric region and bring it down. 
These proving of no avail, chloroform was administered, and 
several attempts again made. The head seemed to yield a 
tittle, but not enough to engage in the superior Strait 
TorNon by the internal method was therefore determined 
on. Whibt drawing her down to the foot of the bed she 
attempted to vomit, and siraultaneously the bag of waters 
broke, and contractions set in. Dr. Taylor then inlroducied 
the right hand, and felt what he deemed to be a hand and 
foot Here the introduction of the hand became pretty 
difficult from the contractions of the circular Ubies of the 
ut«rus, The doctor brought down the child's lefl hand, 
the palm of which looked downwards and to the mother's 
right thigh. Carrying the right hand towards the fundus 
uteri, gniduaDy, and during the inlermissiDns of the uterine 
eonlractioUB, the lel\ foot ws« first brought down, and the 
amuthelic Btopped. The deUvery was difficult and rather 
tedious. At the time the head was bom, the organ con- 
tracted BO as to throw it out, together with the amnloUc 
fluids with considerable force. The child was stilt-bom : 
Irai^-continued pressure on the cord, when it was impossible 
to mtroduce the forceps, causing its desth. Laljor termi- 
nated at h^f-past four o'clock, and at five the woman was 
in a comfortable condition; uterus welt contracted; no 
untoward symptom manifested itself. She remained in this 
eondiUon not quite an hour, when she was seized with a 
convulsion. The uterus was well contracted, and the urine 
waa found highly allMiminouB, scanty, and high colored. 
From this Bnt convulsion she never entirely rallied. In 
about half an hour afterwards ahe had another. A note 



was sent to Dr. Taylor stating the case, and be ordered 
cold to the head; enemata of soap sods and iri.ridni;Md 
ant tart to be administered. The directions were cttried 
out except the ant tart Bowels not moved by tbe injec- 

J*ne 2. — Convulrions recurred every hour ortwodnring 
tbe night; pupils dilated, cnpa applied to nape of nedi, fd- 
lowed by a blister, and pulvis purgans administered. Dr. 
Taylor saw patient at two o'cloA rji., when At hid 
another convulsion. Urine ^ain tested, and thou^ a litda 
morecopious, was sttU highly albuminous. Three wet cap) to 
each temple, and oL tiglii gtt ^ every two hours till boweb 
moved ■ also, acid bensoic. 3 iss.; mucil.acac. JiL Ikise,Ji. 
every four hour*. 9, o'clock, r.ti, — Patient in wannpenp- 
rstion ; pulse 122. First signs of reluming coDsdonsieit; 
she now opens hereyea, and if stirred, says " stop ; " popfli 
are contracted. 11 p.m. — Still neispires freely ; tweathm^ 
which has to this time been ratiier stertorons, is easy ; At 
has taken Bome chicken-broth, and lies quietfy.Jvnc 3,1 ut 
— Is now sleeping quietly — nostertor; continued thwupto 
5 o'clock I boweu well moved, at thi^ time ; pnlse 100, nd 
soft Treatment of Dr. T. still continued. Urine examined 
at 9 A.H. — Still albuminous, but less so tlian yesterday ; m- 



o'clock. 8 o'clock.— She is perfecily c 
something to eat; knows the nurse and attendingphysidui, 
Dr. Taylor, and says she has no pain, except in her back. If 
her arm is moved, she says it hurts her ; urine tested— itill 
less albuminous. 

Dr. Geo. T. Elliott saw patient at half-past one o'cIm^ 
Ordered a subcutaneous injection of gtt x. Magendie's soL 
morph. for the pain of whidi patient complained id tbe bade, 
and pulv.dovengrs.x. as an anodyne. These directions w«« 
earned out; at S rjt. patient conscious; pulse, Bolt, H; 
breathing easy; skin moist and natnralW warm. Id ml 
— Patient resilesB ; skin dry ; pulse 100. 12 o'clock.— Eyw 
rolled back, profuse perspiration ; 6ce pale ; ri^t pupl 
contracted ; pulse 120 ; respiration 3Ct per minute. 

/une 5, 2 A.N. — Breathing stertorons; rattle in throat; 
respiration labored, 40 ; pube 160. Gave veratmm viride 
gtt 3. 4 P.M. — Teratmm viride gtt vj. Pulse 168 ; sni&M 
cold and perspiring. 6 o'clock. — Fac« Hyid ; lips pnrjA; 
surface getting cold. Death occurred at 8 o'clock. 

Potl-mortem Examination, — On opening the thorax the 
lungs were found healthy ; heart a httle fatty; lirercwi- 
gested, and a little fatty. Intestines distend^ with gts; 
serous coats healthy. Kidneys about normal sise, fsttr, 
and somewhat granular. Uterus not larger than m»ind ; 
no external appearance of inflammator; character. Upon 
opening^ the organ, a laceration of the cervix, about (wo 
inches in length, readiiog to the body of the ntema; 
thronefa the mucooa, and a ^rtion of the muscular eotis, 
the whole tnner surface exhibited signs of the reparative 
process ; and no pus, either in the uterine sinuses or in dte 
Fallopian tubes, was seen. Ovaries in position, of natoril 
size and color. The brain was found^as f(^ows; — Ves- 
sels over both hemispheres turgid with blood ; sbgfat eob- 
■rachnoid effusion. On the upper posterior portionsof lbs 
posterior loties, there was found a subarachnoid clot (each 
clot about the raze of a half-dollar), pressing sti^tly upoa 
the substance of the brain. On section rd' the substance 
of tbe brain, no fluid was found in the ventricles. "Rm 
optic thalamn^ and tbe corpora qusdrigemina of tbe n^ 
side, were deddedly softened. 

Treatment or Delibich Tbucehs bt laroi Dosn or Tno- 
TURE orDioiTALis. EEMovALor aCami^cboub HAnrtox 
A Makha, bt means or the Ecraseub. 

Service or Dr. SrErnEX Smith. 

[Hiywl^ lir l>a. Kumu Pabi, 1U>., Hm* Bn«HO 

Two Gases or DnjaicM Tremdo. 
NonciKQ in a late number of the Ameriema IMicti Tim^ 
that delirium tremens had been treated succeHftiUx ^J 
1 1: V— ivjv'v IL 
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the Tinoture of Dintalui, in J ea. U> S j. doses, with the 
^i{>rolwtH»> of Dr. Smilb, I tested the remedy in (too well 
mvkedcues. 

Gate 1 wM that of S. B.^ & German, 35 years of age — 
•dmitted to Bellevue Hoepital Not. llUi, with a gmall 
burn on hie neck. At the time of admission he wu " tr«> 
mulons," and had some symptoms of " debauch." An eme- 
tico.cathartic was ordered, and sleep was enjoyed that 
niffht, but towards the evening of the next day, he grew 
ddirious, and became so unmanageable that his ' trans^ to 
the cells became necessary. Here he remained that night, 
getting nothing; but the next day, at ten o'clock, a.ii., and 
every three hours afUr till half-past twelve that nighty I 
~ ' ' ■ ligitahs. 

9 sleep, at half-past twelve, that night, he was quiet and 
docile ; his pulse m the morning at ten was 108, and small' 
at ten p.h., pulse 98, this was brought down te 88, and 
the twIwM seemed to increase. At twelve, midnight, I 
gare bim (inct. dig. Siij., which in fifteen minutes brought 
bis pulse to 82; at half-past twelve, I gave him Sisa.of 
brandy ; he went to sleep in less Chan five minutes, and slept 
all night, and till eleven next day. The effects that I observed 
were daninuiion in numbtr ot the pulse, increase in rolume, 
pro/uie diurau. Skin cool, without damminess; delirium 
at first busy and boisterous, became less busy, but not 



Caie 2.— Ura. Mc, Ireland, 48 years of age. Admitted 
to Bellevue for pretty severe contumons of face, and also 
on the body; a modtralt drinker, according to her own 
statement — an old and confirmed toaker, according to the 
histQiy ^ven by her Iriende — she was several days in the 
ward before any delirium set in, nod pretty much the same 
course was adopted in her case as in that of the German. 
She took 3i). digitalis — in two hours in. more, and went 
quietiy to ieep, without any brandy. Her pulse was not 
^Mve 95, nor below 80, at any time : so violent was she at 
firslj that a strait-jadcet was needed to keep her in bed. 
Both patients were discharged w^ Nov. 19, 1860. 

CaKOEBOCS-BbBAST REMOVID BT TSB ficRAEBUB. 

Mrs. C , let 84, native of Ireland, married, was ad- 
mitted in June, 1860, to this Ho^ilal with a tumor in left 
mamma,orBdrThou3 character, which was removed with the 
knife by Dr. W. H. Clhurch, the surgeonin attendance. At 
the time, Mrs. C. was nursing a child, and the vessels in the 

Kt were pretty large^and much blood was of necessity 
. in die operation. The wound healed up by granulation 
in three we^' time ; but in August, the tumor re-appeared 
and grew so rapidly that she applied ^ain for admission to 
BeUevue in October. On admission, she presented a hnm 
msss of fungoid growth, very fouL and so vascular that the 
slightest prick on the surface would induce proflise hemor- 
rhage. At the instance of Dr. Smith, I ^plied Simpson's 
paste (and aulph. and acid, sulph. made into a paste^ — 
every second day, removing the debris with knife before 
applying the canstJc a second time ; this very sensibly 
diminished the site of the growth ; but it grew so last that 
it was deemed best to remove it at once — and to this end, 
Dr. Smith used the lerateur. ^e base of the growth 
was about four inches in diameter.) By slow and steady 
turns, in an hour and a quarter's time, the mass i.as 
removed, with very slight hemorrhage. What was disposed 
to flow was speedily stopped by Dr. Squibb's excellent 
preparation of the "liquor ferri persnlphat" 

Faupbb Imsavitt. — A return bat been issued by the 
Foor-Law Board stating the numba of pauper« of unsound 
mind ehargeable to the poor-rates on the 1st of January last 
in England and Wales. The number of paupers in receipt 
et relief was 850,806, and of these 31,543 were insane— 
namelT, 22,378 lunatus, and 9166 idiots. In Wales half 
the whole number of the insane are idioU : but in the me- 
tn^olis and the manufacturinK districts the proportion of 
lunatics is larger and of idiots less. — Medical New*. 
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Case L — tiaad Poitoning. — J. M., nt. 60, has paralysis and 
partial atrophy of the extensor muscles of the left fore-arm. 
The patient is a laborer, and as far as can be ascertained 
has not been exposed to the causes of Saturnine poisoning 
He is a moderate beer drinker, and may have imbibed lead 
into his ^stem in that way, as it is well known that that 
beverage is more or lees impregnated wilh lead, which mi^ 
either be put in intentionally, or may accidentally arise 
from the use of leaden vessek m the process of manutaclure^ 
The effects of lead on the system are very curious and un- 
accountable. After the system has become somewhat sub- 
ject to its influence a pnenomenon known as lead colic 
shows itselC This is a very severe and distreewng form of 
colic, which somelimes appears in several aaccesaive attacks. 
It has been called painter's colic, or toUea picUmma, from 
the bet of persons of that craft being more subject to it 
&<Hii their exposure to the influence of lead. Its most nu- 

Slar feature, however, is that presented in the patient 
'ore us, paralysis of the muscles of the dorsum of the 
fore-arm, and consequent inability to extent the hand at 
the carpal joint. Why lead ahouki produce paralysis, or 
wl)y it should choooe that particular set of muscles to ex- 
hitut its pecuhnr effects^ I am unable to explain, and will 
leave it to the investigations of some of my young hearen 
to discover, and, at some fiitnte day, demonstrate to the 
world. Tbe indication of treatment here is k)cal and 
general. Locally rest and friction should be employed ; tbe 
GQt«arm and hand should have a splint so adapted ae to 
support tbe hand, and thus give rest to the affected mns- 
cles ; or a ^ve may be apphed to the hand, and a Btr^> 
from the dcvsum carried up the forearm, and there futened 
so as to afford the necessary support to the band^ and at 
the same tune allow the use of the fingem, Frictun with 
or without some stimulating liniment should b« daily 
resorted to with a view to excite action in the muselea. 
The genera] treatment should extend to careful attemtion 
to the whole general health. Of late years the iodide of 
potassium has come into very faahionable aaa, sod in no 
disease is it more serviceable than in thia. It acta chemi- 
cally upon the lead through tlie blood, and eliminates the 
leaa gradu^ly from the system. Let this good man take 
iod- pot. gr. V. three times a day. 

" ify good man," said the Professor, patting the patient 
upon Uie back, "can you use your left hand at all?" "No, 
dr." "Couldn'f yon take a dollar with it if offered to 
your " No, sir- but I couW take It with the other hand 
thoBghl" "Well, well," rasponded the Professor enoon- 
ragingly, "wo can always And out very quiddy bow to nse 



ir hands ra taking 






Jt *kkM be remarkMl that 
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befwe the profeeeion by Dr. Barton : it is the aapearanoe oi 
a blue line along the margins of tbe gunts. This ii verj 
peculiar and well marked, and when onoe e 
aflerwards be mistaken. 

Gam IL— AtinMlu.— B. N., kL 30. Several mentha 
ago without obvious cause an indurated EWelling of tbe 
cervical glaods of the r^^ side appeared. Thcte is now 
a mass MthsM glands runnii^ fruB tbe angle of the jaw to 
the clavicle. This, genliemen, thoogh a very common, is an 
interesting case. £ your dissectioiis, where these gUnds 
are healthy, you will have to look very sharp to find them, 
and yet tbey often taike oa this morbid growth, &eq>endy 
attainiw an enormous siie. When I was in Italy I visited 
with a feeling of profound reverence the residence of the 
great Hascagni, whose great work on the lymphatic system 
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is a dietinguiahcd honor to the profession. In investigating 
the cause of the afiecUona of the lymphaiic ejst^m I can 
generally go about m&rae tny neighbors, but here I liarc 
to (Mme to a full stop. Sonieof ourroung brethren, though, 
can very readUy jump over aperiocl,and frolic on the oUier 
ade, and in so3te scientiGc gambols of ihia kind we are 
oflen called upon to adroira wisdom which we cannot 
understand. We will treat lliia case with iodine. Inter- 
nally we will give six drops of Lugol's solution, as t}iat is 
cheaper for poor folks than iod. poL, and is perliaps just 
as good. Locally we wiU paint the p.irts with tincL iodine. 
This, gentlemen, is an excellent application, and besides it's 
/tuhiwiable. You may be particular about the cut of your 
coat, or the style of your beard, but if yon are not fashion- 
able in your prescriptions you will be denounced as an 
' old fogy." 

Cab« lit— Ptr/aratton of Septum Niai—lt. E., ail. 29. 
Two yeais ago an irritation in tlie left nostril excited a 
desire to pick the offending oi^n ; a small core formed in 
consequence, which soon scabbed over; this scab was 
picked off, and being succeeded by another, it was likewise 
removed, until the septnra of tlie nose had been eroded 
through, and a passage existed between the two nasal pas- 
sages. Now, gentlemen, there is no good reof on why one 
should not indulge in picking his own nose if so disposed, 
but it should be practised in moderation, or there is dan- 
ger, as you see in the case of this good ladv, of nicking a 
hole In the member. I have seen several similar caaes. 
Nothing can be done for it — the hole wilt do no harm and 
will get no worae, if tbe lady will only refrain from pick- 
ing it in future. 

CasiIT, — Strabimmt Cofivenjen*. — Girl tet 6 years. Has 
a decided, squint of the left eye. This affection, as yon 
know, is the most common variety, as the internal rectus 
muscle is much more liable to be contracted than the 
external rectos. The treatment is dependent entirely upon 
operation. The operation is simple, but requires care and 
skill; it requires a good light, and the light of science. 
More than one ^e has been destroyed by the performance 
of the section or the internal rectus muscle. With tliese 
prefatory remarks, the patient was put under tfae influence 
of chloroform. The lids being separated with a spring 
wire speculum, the globe of the eVe was steadied by an 
assistant, and Dr. A, B, Mott, the Prosector, pinching np 
the conjunctiva fJxiut two lines from the cornea, divined it 
with SCTSBOrs, makinc a email perpendicular slit, and then 
hooking out the end of the muscle near its insertion, by 
means of the blunt hook, snipped it across; then made 
sure with the hook that no [mrt of the muscle was left 
undivided, and the operation was completed. Another 
case of Strabismus of the right eye was then introduced and 
operated on in like manner. 



tVOr. A. C POST« CUNIOl 

SvnDlH u, lau. 
ABsone in nanno. TKAnumo catakict. trNtnnnn riuc- 

TDU OTTBIOE. KtOmOO TDMOR nf TflB LOH OT THB UlL 

VABiooas vBiini or thi uo. woirm or tbuih. 
Cass IX. — Abtcem w Perinm. — P. McD,, bl 23. The 
patiecrt now before yoo, gentlemen, has an inftammatory 
swelling in the petinenm, extending into the scrotum. The 
left side of the swelling is hard, flie right side is soft and 
fluctuating, indicating a collection of purulent fluid. Ab- 
scenes in this situation are usuaJly the result of urinary in- 
filtration, which is a secondary consequence of stricture. 
In severe oases of stricture, the nrethra scnnetimes gives 
way suddenly, behind the contracted portion, and urine is 
infiltrated into the cellular tinue of the perineum and scro- 
tum, causing ■ low degreeof inflammation, speedily termi- 
nating in mortiScatiDn, occasioning eTtensive destruction of 
the tHRuee, and often leading to a fatal result In other 
cases of stricture a miDut« perforation of the urethra takes 
place by ukeration, and a few drops of urine escape into 



the cellular tissue, leading to the formation of an absMM, 
When such an abscess is opened, tfae matter which is eva- 
cuated often has an odor of urine. Abscenes of this kind 
should be freely opened, and afterwards the stricture ibooM 
be dilated by means of bougies. This patient had gonoi- 
rhccn about five years itgo. For tlie last two or three 
years he has had some dimcultv in urinating. Two years 
(igo he was in the New York Hospital, where instrommts 
were introduced for the purpose of dilating the stricture, 
since which time he has passed his urine with less diffimlty. 
I will now open the abacess, and will postpone the (reit- 
ment of the stricture until tlie swelling of the perinenni 
sli^l hare subsided. (A bistoury was then introduced into 
(he abscess, and the pus evacuated. No urinary odor wm 
detected. The patient -was directed to apply yeast poultice.) 
CAsr X. — Travmotie Cataract, trnth Contrartimi ami Do- 
lortion t^Puptl retuUvng fivm Injury. — H. C, ret, 18. Gentle- 
men, you may remember havingseen this patient here aeTe> 
ral weeks ago. He had then recently received an injniy is 
his eye from a fragment of steel, which had peoeinled the 
cornea, and had wounded the iris and tfae capsule of the 
lens. The iris was prolapsed through tite wound of the 
cornea, and there was an opacity of the crystalline lens. 
The cornea and sclerotica were inflamed. The patient bad 
taken mercurial remedies, which had occasioned modenit« 
ptyolism. I then directed the use of iodide of potsMiun, 
five grains three limes a day, with a blister behind his eir, 
and strips of isinglass plaster passed from llie upper to the 
lower end to keep the eye closed. The inflammation hu 
now subsided. There is an opaque cicatrix of the comra 
to which the margin of the pupil is adlierent: tlie pujnl 
is consequently distorted and nearly closed, and the tens is 
opaque. If tliis patient should by any accident loee hn 
other eye, the sight of this one might poe»hly be restored 
by an operation for artificial pupil, and by division of the 



Cask XI.— Unvniied Fradurt o/the TJiigh.—T. M., rt 19. 
During the last winter this patient was riding down hill 
on a sleigli, and came into forcible collision with astatJon«ry 
cart, fracturing his thigh and arm. Reunion took place 

Kromptly in tlie arm, but the fragments of the os femoriB 
ave remained ununited, overlapping each other so w to 
sliorten the limb to the extent of four inches. Non-uoioB 
of fractured bones may be the result of either consIitutioTiil 
or local causes, or of both combiued. Among the couslitu- 
tional causes the most prominent are debility arising froni 
advanced age, organic disease, intemperance, or an insuffi- 
cient supply of nutritious food. Another cause nhicb 
sometimes prevents the reparation of a irncture is (lie con- 
centration of the vital energies upon another organ, b« in 
pregnancy and lactation. There are three local causes of 
non-union : I. Want of resL 2. Wont of apposilioa of 
the fragments. 3. Interposition of some substance U'lvieen 
the fragments. In a simple fracture the interposed sub- 
stance may be a third fragment of bone deprived of its 
vital connexions or it may be a portion of muscle or of 
fibrous tissue. In a compound fracture it may be a foreign 
substance introduced from without In the present instance 
non-jnion may be attributed, in part at least, to the exist- 
ence of another fracture, diverting the energies of the sys- 
tem. There may, perhaps^ have been also awantof perfed 
rest, and of proper apposition of (he frngments. Id ihe 
treatnienl of ununited fracture, when the case is recent, 
and there has been eome attempt at iLe reparation of the 
injury^ union may sometimes be brought about by csrefiil 
apposition and rest, secured by appropriate splints and band- 
ages, together with suitable constitutional treatment 
adapted to the circumstances of the patient But when 
many months have elapeed, and there is _pcat moWiiy 
between lhe&ngments,nnion cannot ordinarilV be(AiMn«l 
without resorting to some operative procedure. Tir*e 
operations may be resorted to for this purpose: IsL DriH- 
ing the fttgments in different directjons, as recommended 
by Dr. Bramard of Chicago. 2d. Pawing a seton between 
the fragments as endoraeu by Dr. niysck. 3d. Btwixfc' 
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the ends of the frogmenU, and wiring them together, aa 
recommended by Dr. J. Kearny Rodgers. The last method 
18 the one I consider as the best adapted to the present case. 
Whenever the patient is prepared to ondergo the operation 
I will be read j- to perform it. The operation is a severe 



£iir. — T. B., sU 28. ~ This patient has a steatomatous tumor 
of a globular form in the lobe oF hie right ear. It is about 
an inch in diameter. It moves fi«el}' between the two 
byere of integument which bonnd it before and behind. 
It haa esiated for several years. A tumor of this chara&- 
ter may be readily distinguished from a maUgnant tumor 
by its mobility, by the al^nce of pain, and by its smooth 
surface. The moat convenient mode of removing such 
tumors is that recommended by Dr. J. Kearny Rodgers, 
■vis. bisecting them, and then dissecting out the cyst 
(The Proressor then proceeded to remove the tumor bv the 
method above indicated. Three fiae sutures were employed 
g the edges of the wound together.) 



Case XlIL— Varicose Veina 0/ i<y.— Bridget M., ait. 27, 
This yonng woman has beenHufferingfor a long I' " ' 
fmta A vaneose ConcUtion of the v ' 



:, first, 



it suffers from a sense of weight and pajn in the limb. 



niencc to patients who are affected with them. They often 
lead to troublesome ulceration or eircoriation of the integu- 
menta,and sometimes to alarming hemorrhages, as the dis- 
tended state of the vans renders the valves insufficient to 
take off tbe pressure of the superincumbent column ol' 
blood. The treatment of varicose veins is palliative or 
radical The radical treatment consists in obliteration of 
the diseased vessels, and the process is always attended with 
more or less danger to life; it should therefore be reserved 
for aggravated cases. The palliative treatment conNste in 
giving a uniform sapport to the limb by Toeans of band- 
age;^ or of elastic or laced stockings. The common roller 
bandage will fulGI the indication, if carefully applied. But 
the application requires to be often repeated, and the 
bandage is apt to become loose when the patient takes 
exercise. The elastic or laced stocking is more reliable. I 
jH^efer a well made laced stocking, and I recommend this 
patjent to obtain one. 

CAiM XlV.— Varkote Veint 0/ Leg.~Aaa E., tet 29. 
Thb woman haa ^so a raricose state of the veins of her 
leg, but it is much more recent, being the result of the pres- 
sure of the impregnated uterus upon the iliac veins. She 
haa M infhnt two weeks old. As the cause wluoh pro- 
duced tbe disease has ceased to ac^ I am in hopes that, 
wider careful management, the diaeaae will suDeide. I 
recommend the appiicaljon of a roller bandage, and advise 
the patient to keep her limbs as much as poswble in a hori- 
zontal posture. 

Casi XV. — Iit/lammaiien fiiHowng Ctmtmei Wound of 
7%wni.— M. 0., »t 80. The right thumb of this patiant 
was bttlen by a man four weeks agow The injury was 
inflicted upon the posterior part of the first phalanx. I 
saw the patient at my office Uie day before yesterday, and 
found the tissues on the posterior part of the tliumb in a 
state of high inflammation, with suppuration. There was 
an ulcerated opening tiiroagh which Uie matterwas imper- 
iaedy discharged. I enlarged the opening by free Indsiona, 
aod directed the application of emollient poultioes. I &nd 
to-day that there nas been a remarkable subsidence of the 
inflammation. When the fibrous tissues are involved in 
inflammation, no other remedy will afford such prompt and 
elftctnal relief as free incisions, I would recommend this 
patient to oontimie the applica^u of poohioee two daj^ 
looker, and ^en to dress the sore with hut q>resd with 
buuicoQ ointmeat. EmoUient poulticeB are vei^ useful 
applications ia the early stage of suppuration, but if these 
are continued too long, they produce too much relaication, 
•.tA thus Under the reparative process. 
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Cask IX. — Congtniial Hardip aaid Fimireoftke PahU. — 
The patient is an infant, aL 5 months. The harelip is 
double, the lip being divMed on esdi side of the median 
lino, and there is also a deficiency in the structures of the 
roof of tlie mouth, constituting that condition which ia 
known as fissure of the palate. Harehp is usually single; 
ebmetimee it is double, with a segment of perfect tissues 
between tbe two clefts; again, as in tbe present case, tbeav 
is one wide fissure, partially divided at its base by a rudi- 
mentary process, which ia the analogue of the intermaxil- 
lary bones of the lower animals. In such a condition of 
the parte, suction ia impossible, because the IJpa cannot be 
closed in such a way as to produce a vac«um within the 
mouth. Such children can cmly be brought up by band. 
The fissure of the palate is irremediable; but tna external 
deformity can be removed by the ordinary operation for 
harelip. The intermaxillary process is principally con- 
nectea with the septum nasi, and can easdy be removed. 
The time fof operating in these cases depends upon various 
circumstances. If the harehp is single, and the operation 
is performed early, the child is soon ^le to suck; but if 
there is a deficiency of the palate, no such result can be 
expected. It is, however, a fact, that if. in these cases, on 
oppration is performed at an early period, the ei^s of the 
palate fissure will be very mnch approximated. In this 
case, the operation should be performed befi)re the eruption 
of the teeth. 

Casi X— A4«ro«i of litt Tnferior iiaj»Ba.—3ap)u». B„ 
Kt 15, was operated upon, eight years ago, for the removal 
of a portion of dead bone from the angle of the inferior 
maxilla, upon the left side. The trouble commenced three 
years before the operation, with pain, and much swelling 
of the surrounding parts, which finally suppurated, leaving 
openings leading down to the bone ; and there was a cou- 
stant discharge for many months. The exfoliated bone 
was removed from within the mouth, and was followed by 
a rapid l«a!ing, leaving a alight deformity at the ai^le of 
the jaw, a feeling of roughness to the bone, and a total 
inability to use the jaw for the mastication of her food. 
She has never wot^rad in a matoh-flKtory, nor been exposed 
to the fiunes of phosphorus. 

Banarki. — This is a verr disagreeable and unsatisfactory 
case to treat From the history she has given, we arp letj 
to infer that the periosteum has been the seat of an active 
inflammation, which has produced Uie death of a portion of 
the Jaw, and extending, ftw a period of three years, to the 
surrounding fibrous tissues, has caused cocitneliona and 
adhesions, whidi, in their, turn, after eight years of (ivus^ 
have occasioned general atrophy of the bone, as well as of 
tie soft parts. If this condition had followed a large 
abscess in this region, we migbt hope to overcome it by 
the daily introdoction of a plug of soft wood between the 
teeth. In this case, however, from the nature of the 
(Uatsse, the fbrciUe aepantion of tha jaws would be 
attended with great danger; but as the whole circumfe- 
rence of the bone has not been involved, the case may not 
be as bad as it appeare, and the use of the plug may be 
found justifiable. It should be made, at first, with soft 
wood, and should be sirred to remain in poatkm for an 
hour each day ; it shonld gradually be enlarged, and after a 
tiiM made of hard wood. There is no necflsaUy for the 
divi^on of any muscles. 

Nboho HospnAL.— Messrs. Chisolm and Cain, of Char- 
leston, S.C, have erected a large and commodious bo^tal 
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EXORBITANT CHARGES OF APOTHECARIEa 
Tbb commuiucation under the kbove ct^tjon pubUahed 
in the nomber of Nov. 10, elicited a reply which waa 
crowded out of the two laat numbera, but appears in the 
pfesMiL The good tone and object of both of these writere 
Tender their comTnunications pBrltcnlarlj appropriate and 
acceptable, and suggest a few additional remarks in this place. 
It is tmdoubtedly true Ihat Ibc charges of some pharma- 
oeatists are exorbitant, and that these charges have a bad 
effiiet in monj ways ; and tbej are not unii^uently baaed 
mpon ftlse aflegations, which give peculiar emphaais and 
effect tc tbe injury done. For instance, upon two occa- 
slons lately, different pharmaceutists charged, in oQe case 
■ixty-two cents for two drachms, and in the other, filly 
oeula Ibr an ouDce of cfalorolbnn, the chlorolbrai required 
being specified to be of a particular mannfactura that was 
supposed to insure its sirictly offlcinal character only. In 
both cases the charges were defended npon the ground of 
exorbitant pricesof the manufacturer, with the remark, that 
»o long as pbyaioione insisted upon ordering such " fancy" 
articles their patients must suffer. The fiiat of Ihm 
ohaifes was truly exorbitant, and tbe secoad one-fourth or 
on^fifth too high, but the injury done was far greater than 
that by the high charges. As is not unusual in such caeea, 
bollt these circamstances oame directly to the physicians 
who had ordered, and the effect opoo both was similar, 
DKtnral, and f<Hioible, and was precisdy that suggesUd by 
the oorrespottdent of this number. They would neither of 
them ever send t« thoee stores again, or rather they would 
idways make a point of sending elsewhere. That the 
charge* of pharmaoeiitiats have often no relation to the 
ooM of mMerial and labor of putting together, is true; and 
it is a matter of some surprise that an educated. Intelligent 
phy:ncisn should not recognise the justice of sudi charges 
when made by educated and skilful pbarmaceu lists, and 
within the limits of that liberal moderation which should 
be the premiwn oflbred for intellect, education, and skill, 
whara tbsM an so pre-eminently necessaiy as in nedicine 
and pharmacy. Attainments through education, expe- 
rience, industry, and skill, when supported upon ■ basis of 
long and welt-established reputation for reliaUhty, and 
honesty rf purpoM, must be^ and sfaould be, welt and libe- 
rally pud ; and it ie atmgnlaily fatal eiror in any pn>- 
ffesri<m, or community, to oppo«e or withhold this or any 
other stimulant which has so diroet and palpable an effect 
in fbetering skill and integrity. To discriminate closely 
among men is, therefore, the 6rat duty of the physiciaa in 
this leepect, and then to offer all legitimate support to 
those who deeervs it If in this oonnexion we m»y st«te 
that we have long and anxiously looked forward to the 
time — and this is now predicted as the natural reforniB- 
tion which must occar — when a class of ptiarmacealJcal 
offices will be inaugurated, at first only one or two per- 
haps and these only in the largest ciliea. These should be 
smaD unattractive office)^ fitted up with closets instead <rf 



open shelves, because most medidnal snbetanees ve man 
or leas injured by light, and furnished with everj canie- 
nience lor compounding, prqtaring, and dispensing Md^ 
dnee, where every galenical, and many of the more ^^ilt 
chemic^ preparatjras, sho^dd be actndly made. AD pre- 
prictary and patent medicines, and all fancy artides, tboM 
be excluded, and, in short, notliing be admitted wbick 
does not appertain legitimately and exduaively to the ndc 
chamber. What a contrast would be presented in mdi in 
office to any of tlie present stores where preacnptioaa m 
put up I The character of the fitting up, and Ibe Twiety 
and incongruity of the present stores, appear to bear rrla- 
tion only to tbe pecuniary abilities of those wbo set tbem 
up ; and tbe enormous expenditure baa a mudi more inti- 
mate relation to tbm costly degances of the tbuv-ati 
contents, than to the contents of the little phalanx ofmMB 
and often xhabby bottles which occupy some fom fert 
square cook or comer for prescription use. In degetimt- 
ing from its high and legitimate calling, the pbannKy of 
the present day has, step by step, invaded the tenibxy 
of its legitimate nest-door neighbor, and nearest fiiead, 
medicine, and has thus become the indispensable agent of 
the quack and nostnun-monger. From this stariing-ptHiit 
pharmacy has gone botli up and down the street, lubeidia- 
iug its neighbors on all hands, with apparently the Hmt 
discrimiDStion which governs the succesMon of liadcsins 
public thoroughfare. The inslmnient maker, ststiimr, 
perfumer, comb and brush maker, the barber's shop, tbe 
cigar shop, the candy shop, and lately, worst of til, tb* 
drinking shop, have been invaded and their fimdiou 
appropriated, ao that instead of the simple bacriplioo ^i 
Pharmaceutical OfBce, as above suggested, tbe phaTiucy 
of to-day mi^t add to the tautAlogy of its present *»«r- 
plate "and vender of merchandise in general." As phHint- 
ceutista have an undisputed right to sell what they plnse 
within tbe limits of enforced law, so physicians have i 
similar right to buy iriieie they please, and tbii right 
extends over the medicines they use in the treatmentof 
their cases. A medical man has as much and as Datnnl a 
right to choose what pharmaceutist sliall put up his pre- 
•criptions, as he has to indicate the ratio in which hii medi- 
cines sludl be compounded, the hoars at which they AuM 
be taken, or the locality in which bis patients shoaid w 
should not recride — that is, the right to exercise his judg- 
ment aulhoritatively whenever that judgment is required 
at his hands ; and there is no probability that a pbysinui 
whoee reputation is based upon skiU and integntj will 
ever be iojariotiriy suspected of connivanoe with any phir- 
maecotisl of stmilar eharaotsr in any kind or degree (f 
extortion, or sharing of profits. There is a large number 
of medical men and pharmaceutists accessible, wbo sie not 
at all injured by any such unjust suspicions ; and, to jndp 
from the inleJUgenoe and graeral tone of the artiiM 
both the eorreapon dents upon this subject belong to '!■*' 
class, and therefore deserve to support each ether. Vf 
sons or families who may be driven into homceopathy meniy 
by the argument that their medicines cost less, or wbo 
might be induenoed in their choice by exoibitaot chvps 
for medidnee, wo^ be likely to be easily diskxiged wthM 
fWmi bomceopathy or anything dM npoa a bams of ue M- 
gible results. Ab may be seen in the condusion of ^ 
article published in this number, the suggested ■Itematire 
of pbyncians carrying their own medicines m^t r«der 
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them lisbte to injurious imputaUona, nbilst ita practical 
general application would result in handiug pharmacf 
over bodily to " bock and soda," and cigan, and in hand- 
ing medical men bodily over to the wholesale druggist, who 
ia exdusively a merchant, and knows no standard but dol- 
lars ai>doeDt& 



THE WEEK. 
TiiB AoADEKT or Mxtncnnt hafl repeatedly and in varioot 
-ways demooatrated the ntiKly and importance of iH organi- 
zation, but never ie this more satiafactorily accomplished 
than when its working membei« — the bu^ practitioners — 
bring before their associates, at a stated meeting, a plain 
■tAtement of aone inatructive observations in their daily 
practice^ or a Mtfaful remim^ of bets relating to any prac- 
tical question in medicine. This woe done at the last meet- 
ing. A wet recorded case of ProIap-TOs of the Funis; an 
admirable and brief review of Craniotomy ; a happQy written 
paper upon the Hygiene of the Sewing-machine, and an 
exhibition of a new and valuable Deodorant, occupied the 
evening. A clear demonstration of the practical value of 
Sr. Thomas's plan of pottural loan^ement in cases of pro- 
lapse of the funis, and nice practical points in such manage- 
ment; the presentation of a most valuable improvement 
in the Perforator, and plain suggestions upon the subject 
of ccphalotomy ; and, in reference to the sewing-machine, 
Hood, himself, conld not have said more; albeit, we do 
not agree with Dr. Gardener in the opinion Chat tiie use of 
this instrument is not in some instances a cause of carton 
menstrual and uterine diseases. In the last number of the 
UimoAL Times we said some plun things req»ecting the 
Academy, but there is much more to be said to the credit 
tbau to the discredit of that body ; and if ita members will 
heartily Migage in such eSbrU as have characterized Ute 
varied and excellent productions of their Freiideut, and a 
few others in that body, it would actually become tlie most 
naeful and induential of any local aiaociation of the Idnd in 
the world ; and it will be fortunate for the Academy if ita 
next President as worthily represents the learning, dignity, 
and virtues of the profeeuoo, and ia as widely and favor- 
ably known to the medical world. We say undsly »md 
/avorabbf launen, because the Academy now has a com- 
manding position which it can only maintain by elevating 
to its highest office members of acknowledged reputation. 
The su^estioQ we made last week reelecting the relative 
duties and design of the Academy and the County Medical 
Society, we believe lo be important. The County Society 
cannot, without dereliction of bounden duty to the StMe, 
and t« the State Medical Society, throw upon the Acttdemy 
the saoed obligations which legislative etalntes and the 
rulea of the parent society have imposed on the general 
o^faniiation of the ItgaBj/ auihoHttd physicians in the 
country. Upon the subject of Coanty Medical Societies 
our readers will hear &om us again; and as thete hai 
recently been mudt discaauon upon the queetim of tLe 
lights and obligations of the Medical Profession under the 
txitHag slatutea of this State, and as our brethren need to 
TCt unitedly and in earnest in fiilfiUing their oUigatiooa, 
and elaiming their privileges under nicii statul«8, wo oor- 
dially invite the oorrespcndence and co-<9eratioo of Menda 
who bare cvefiilly oenaidered this subject. 
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It is a faithful saying, that " he who speaks a language 
that he does not understand, speaks nonsense." This 
adf^ is now almost daily illustrated by that remartable 
B^lomeration of theology, politics, physic, etc, Th« 
WoHd. If ito writera ue as Utile familiar with the jhv- 
gress of the woiM in other depanments as in the medical 
sciences. The WorU should drcnhta ezdosively among 
antiquarians. Here is a curious reKa which it W lldied 
out of the mire of an ancient and obsolete [^ynology : 

" Nntvors Acttvitt. — At the last meeting of the Hedico- 
Chirui^ical Society of this city, Dr. O'Reilly described a 
case in which a man received a iiick on his bead from a 
horse, which carried sway a portion of his brun, notwith- 
standing which he recovered, his mind not being appa- 
rently affected. This was ntiribuied to Ihe fact that the 
pineol gland was not wounded or pressed. Many anlilar 
taols arc on record." 



Another case of slow poisoning has just oome to li^t in 
Bergen, N. J., the victim, as usual, being the wife of the 
criminal. The coroner's inquest discloses the Ant, that the 
deceased had been suSering from gaatrio irrilatioo, for 
which her physician. Dr. Booth, prescribed anodyaaa, 
which at first relieved, but allerwards so aggravated her 
SuSeringi^ that she was thrown into convubions, of which 
she died. The evidence against the husband was very 
strong, as he had threatened her life ; he was apprebenaive 
that poisons would be found in the stomach after death, 
and alleged tiiat bis wife tot^ them to produce sbortioD, 
The stomseh was submitted to investigation by Pbot. 
DoBUfua, who, after a patient examination, found aaf&> 
cient evidences of death by poiaon to go before the jury, 
and state that such was bis ooncluaon. The jury rendered 
a verdict accordingly, and the poisoner, William Abeom,- 
was thereupon committed to jail to await the action of tbe 
grand jury. 



We have at length on answer to the question which haa 
been so long and so frequently asked, " Who shall decide 
when Doctors disagree?" Tht World has assumed the 
dignified and responsible positi<H) of tbe umpire of the 
medical profession, and to it we may hereafter refer all 
doubtful medical ^egtious, with the certainty that they 
will be " fixed up" to die satisfaction of at least one of the 
parties cODCeraed, The latest good office of thai paper ia 
in determining tbe qvestion of [moiity in tbe treatment of 
hip-joint disease by antaratna, about which the jaqfeswon 
baa had such confused opinions. In a late numbar, it thw 
sets the matter at rest for ever : " Dr. H. Q. Davo, a pbt- 

BICUH OF rms CRT, IS TBI AUraOB or TUB DISOOVEBT." Wo 

hope no one will raise the qoytion, " If Dr. Davis is the 
author of the tUacovery, wbo is the Dieooverer?" 



A CoMHiHioB of Lunacy is a necessity of every State, 
Will our brethren in the State of New Tork give (beir 
attention to this subject, and take the time to eenAr with 
the legislators elect in their re^eotive disnicls ? for the 
pr(^Kir institution and character of stich a commisnon our 
profession must be held responsiUe. 
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CBXHisriir n its KnAiroira to Phtsioloot ahd Uedi- 
oni. B7 Obokqb E. Day, H.A. Cakt., M.D^ F.Ra, 
Frofcuor of Uedioiiw in the Umveraity cf St, Andrewc 
With PUtes and lllustrUione. London. Hippotyte 
BulliSre; New Tork, Bailbsre Brotben. 1860. 8vo. 
pp. 627. 
0»tr»x yeare ^o Prof. Lehmuin wrote, "We »re still 
so f»r bthindin the theory o/nvtriUon, that we must content 
ourselves with investigating tbe balances between tJie recep- 
ta and excreta in order to fonn even tlie outlines of a re- 
presentation of the tissue-metamorphoses in general" And 
be continues, " We must look to the future for an investi- 
gation of the internal exchange of elements in the process 
of nutrition, of its individual members and stages, of the so- 
called tiasue-metunorphoeee, in order to obtain an exact 
ectentiSc eomprehenaton of the chemical phenomena of life.'' 
Beplete with interest, and betng " the culminating point or 
final abject of ail ph7Biok>gica-cbemical inTestigations," this 
sofaject is worthy the attention bestoired npon it in Dr. 
Day's UaouaL 

We are pleased to observe his diaariminatKni of the prac- 
tical vidae and signiScanceof the experiments ofBidder and 
Schmidt, Batnani, Vierordt, and Dr. Hammond. The reader, 
instead of being misguided by partial statements and the ad- 
mission of ansiibstantiated condasions, is made to see what is 
eetaUiaked by experiment and experience, and what Je 
neoeesarily hypothetical ard unsettled. These chapters are 
Miriched by many incidental dlumons to those questions 
which are of peculiar interest to the practical physician, uid 
hisopinionsaregivenTeryconuisdy and clearly. For exam- 
ple-— after referring to the solvent power of the gastric 
juice, and to the common idea that the mere vital force 
inherent in the stomach prevents its digestion by its own 
eecreUon, he adduces the recent experiments of Pavy and 
Bernard, in which the flesh of living animals was readily 
dissolved by inserting their extremities in the fistulous sto- 
mach of a dog ; atid says, " the resisting power of the sto- 
mach seems due to the conHmumt _fi>rmaiiott 0/ epithelittin 
during the process of digestion." 

The results of Dr. Hammond's inquiries are given a 
prominent place in the chapters on Nutrition and the Urine, 
and it is in connexion with the experiments and opinions of 
atlKT Inquiries upon these subjects that die value of Dr. 
Hammond's elaborate invealigations ftiHy appears. Dr. Day 
Miy« very tmty that, "aseriesofaccaraieexperimentsoniJie 
proportion in which the four great nutrient groups should 
be combined so as to form the food best suited tothe gene- 
nd want of the organism, is still a ^eiideraiwm." 

And be farther says, "that there isno single ,fte«(^propoT^ 
tjon of tbe ftsir groups suitable for sH conditions of life, 
even in the same individual." But, in reference to this point, 
he gives the following very recent conclusione of Vierotdt ; 
that to keep an adnlt man in good oondition, there must be 
taken and digested, daily, 

AKmninouB matters, abont 4 oe. 

■ Fitty aubetanees (Bit), " 3 or. 

Amylaceous food, " lOi ob. 

3a]ts (extra), 1 oe. 



And in the game period the human system reqoiit* iboot 
eighty-four ounces of water, and in respiration tneotj-tlm* 
ounces of oxygen. 

In reference to the digestion of fatty substances sod the 
relations of the hepatic and pancreatic secre^oni to tbit 
process, we observe that Dr. Day inclines to the ojunioD 
that it is mainly by the former and not by the latter setre- 
tion that fatty food is prepared for assimilation. He doei 
not directly confute the conclusions of Bernard and Dillon, 
but lie adduces the experiments of Frerichs, Leni, Leb- 
mann, Bidder, and Schmidt, and says: 

" They seem to afford conelunTe evideaee that a bdQv 
result docs not take place in the intestinal canal," {it. u 
eraultuon of the fat with the pancreatic fluid), " and," hJa con- 
tinues, " it is most probable that it is in consequence irf ilg 
admixture with the acid gastric juice thst the pshctetttc 
fluid loses this piwperty. In support of tbe view hdd bj 
Bernard's i^ponen^ il.maybe further urged that the tkjie 
always oontaina a br laraer amount of the neutral bis tbu 
of fatty aeids, and that ailer tlie establishment of a fistuliwt 
opening which allows of the external escape of the psDcre- 
atic fluid, the fat taken wttli the food seems to be absorbed 
OS reodily and completely as before the operation." 

Our author appears to doubt the correctness of Beminfi 
assertion that the opponents of his views have erred Incwt- 
sequence of their imperfect anatomical knowledge, Jti be 
does that distinguished physiologist the justice to note 
that assertion. Now as we have repealedly seen the 
demonstrationof Bernard's statement respecting double out- 
lets of the pancreatic secretion into the intestine, and fiom 
the eloborate experimental tests of Prof. Dalton have wil- 
nessed a more conclusive demonstration of the agenrimnd 
probable processes in the digestion of fatty substances thin 
were instituted by the auAorities upon whomDr, Dijrdi« 
in this mstter,'we must adopt the views of Bernard and Dshcn 
on thissabject We need not dwelt upon this; butbdbre 
(uming to another division of the treatise, we weald Kh 
U> the author's statement that curarine becomes dui^ is 
the digestive cavity so that it loses its poisonous pn^wrtfs- 
Otherwise, says be, it wonld be as poisonous when taken 
into tbe stomach as when introduced directly into the blocd. 
Some of the facta relating to this subject are yet nnei- 
[duned, but the actual experiment of introducing litje 
quantities of the curara into the dog's stomach ihrongh » 
flatulons opening, and ^ter a time withdrawing some of the 
pnlpy fiuids from the stomach and inserting a small portim 
under the cutis of another animal in health and then wit- 
nessing the prompt and fetal rffect of that poison, so it b* 
often been performed by Prof, Dalton of this city, d»<m» 
that Dr. Day has drawn an incorrect inference opos tba 
point, so &r as relates to any change eflb;ted upon Ibia 
particular poison by the gastric Juice. 

But it is difflonlt to find many sUtements in Oiis admin- 
ble volume that invite criticism. It is JncompsnUy the 
most faultless and the best arranged compendioin of nUl 
chemistry that hat yet appeared in the English linpap- 
We have recommended it to our advanced stndenls,iDd*" 
nnheeitatingfy commend it to our professions! breltoeo " 
tbe treatise best adapted to the practical necessities dtarA- 
calmen. 

As the vohnne should be placed in every pttymaai 
library, our readers will exoose m from entering op« • 
special review of its elaborate chapters upon the bloe4 ™ 
secretioM, the nietamorpAtoses of tissues, tbe respi'**' 
etc We need only to remark that those subjecB oecopT 
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the greater portion of the Tolume, and constitute its really 
■tiractive Tcaturea for the mass of readers. We quote a 
few paragraphs bj way of illustration of tLe author's h^ipy 
and accurate method of tivating every question in tboM 
chi4>ter8: — 

" The blood-corpuBcleH must be regarded u cella hsTiDg 
tpedai coDtenIa, ud their activity of melamotphceia auel 
vaiy witii the nature of the fluid in which they are sua- 
pended (the pUama). The actual metaiaotpbosea that i«euk 
from the reciprocal action of the cells and the plaaraa are 
• not however yet accurately known. .... 

" The blood-cwpuacles, like all other vital cells, doubtless 
have a doSnite period of exiateace, although we do not 
know what that period ia, and the mode and process of 
their disintegratioii u-e equally unknown to us. W« know 
this much, however, that the cells of the sacoe blood vary 
in the lengib of time during which they cod resist deatnic- 
live chsmiQol agents, and hence it is conjectured that the 
cells that flrat give way are the old ones. 

Again speaking of the uses of fat in the nutritive niela- 
moipboses, after alluding to the ingenious theory of Peraoi 
and Bo«9(Biigault respecting cell-formotiou by means of fiit 
Tesicles and albnminoid wverings, the suthor says : — 

"We are not prepared fully lo support tliis apparently 
simple explanation of the origin of a cellj but this at least 
is certain, that Eat in always to be found in all highly cellular 
organs (as, for exauiple, the braiu and Uver), and in all 
tissues during the process of their development ; pus and 
certain cancerous growths are rich infot; the iiair-bulbs 
present on active formation of new cell& and we Gnd them 
imbedded in the sebaceous glands ; the cnyle, which always 
abounds in cells in various stages of formation, always con- 
tains much lot ; the germ in Uie eggs is surrounded by the 
fatty yelk-fluid ; and numerous fat-irlobules are found in 
the muscular and other fijetAl tissues. 

The study of physioiogical chemistry having; become 
indispensable in medical edncatlon, and, with anatomy, con- 
stituting not only the very elements of histological science 
but the true basis of accurate pathology, the faitliful teacher 
and the busy praotitioner may alike congratulate themselves 
wpon the possession of Dr. Day's new book. It is the most 
complete, compendious, accurate, and practically suggestive 
of any treaUse of the kind. Its arrangement is right, and 
the illustratJons (mostly irom Funke'a Atlo^) are Qnely 
engraved, and sufficiently onmerous. The sections treat- 
ing of Re^iraiion, the Metamorphoses, Ibe Blood, and 
the CTr'me, are replete with pr»Aic^ so^estiona, ond 
every page of the volume affords evidence of thorough 
familiarity with all tbe great truths of vital chemistry, 
mad bcArs the impress of a sonnd practical mind fully 
iofonned upon every questioa in physit^gy and practice. 
Indeed it is the crowning excellence of this treatise that it 
is the production of a practical physician who is acknow- 
ledged to have no superiors in the extent and accuracy of 
mere chemical and physiological knowledge, while as a 
philosophical physician be had no other object in view than 
the production of a compendious manual that should 
attractively teach and iltostrate the appUcntions of " Che- 
mistry in its Relations to Physiology and Medicine." Thus 
the title of the volume is the most perfect definition of its 
eonteats. 



Tffi HARimcium Mcdical Collms, of Qrica^, coot- 
menoed its eesNon with three nadente, and as these want«d 
their tickets on credit, the ooime of lectures did not pro- 
ceed beyond the introdoctories. 
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In accordance with tlie resolution passed at a previous 
meeting, tlie di^ueeion upon tbe treatment of nterine dis- 
ea-ies hy oiecbanlcal appliances was in order.* 

Dr. E. Q. Pea8i.se opened the discussion as follows: — 
Tlie three principal important questions which aiiae in con- 
nexion with tliis subject are i— I. Are such appliances ever 
necessary? II. In what coses are they c^ed for? and 
III. What are the best instruments for such purposes 7 

I, In order to be deGiiitely understood in reference to 
tbe various mechanical apphancesin tbe treatment of uterine 
afii-'Ction!:, I shall confine myself to tbe inElniiucnts apphed 
ptr vaginam; for although (he inslruroents called utero- 
abdominal supporters may support the muscles of tbe abdo- 
men^ the^ can never either reduce a displaced uWrus or 
retain it in place if it be reduced. Tliis is no more possiblo 
than it would be to retain any solid body iu a definite posi- 
tion in a barrel of water by applying an extra hoop on the 
outside. 

Some mMnlAJn that tlie uterus has no determined posi- 
tion or relation to the other organs of the pelvi^ and that, 
therefore, whether (he fundus falls, forwards, backwarda, or 
laterally, or is niainUuned more nearly erect, it is a mallei 
of no importimce. Such, of course, object to tlie use of 
instruments altogetlier. iuaanmch as to tfiem, for all practi- 
cal purposes, no such tiling as a uterine displacement exists. 
It is, however, the fact that the uterus, like the bladder, 
rectum, and kidneys, has its own normal position, the 
difference being that it is naturally more movable than 
some of the oilier organs. In giving my ofunion as to the 
necessity of this class of iiistrumenls, I would no sooner 
dispense with the use of mecbanical appliances in the treat- 
ment of all cases of displacemenls of the uterus, than I 
would dispense witli the use of spbnls in the treatment of 
a majority of cases of fracture. 

IL The cases in which pessaries are found useful, are 
tliose displacements anteriorly, posteriorly, or downwardly 
iu other words, cases of aatcversion, aniefleiion, retrover- 
sion or retroflexion, and prolapsus. In some cases of pro- 
lapsus in tlie first degree, entire rebef is inslantaneously 
aObrdcd by the application of this inslrumenL I allude la 
those cases where the woman is standing, and where Iha 
ui£ruB is elevated upon the tip of the linger even a quarter 
of an inch, and tlie unpleasant symptoms disappear, but on 
withdrawal of the support Ihe sufiering returns. Inversion 
may require the use of the pessary, bul, as a general rule, 
not untu the uterus is completely rep«siled. IM not under- 
stand me to say that all cases of either of these kinds of 
displacement require the use of Ihe instrument under con- 
sideration ; I only say that cases occur of each, which I 
could not conscientiously treat without it. There are cases 
which give no symptoms at all, and therefore require do 
treatment whatever. Some of these, however, finally pro- 
duce serious conslilutionul symptoms, and for this reason, 
at length, require tteatment of some kind. Sonke also pro- 
■duoe sterility, and require treatment wilh the object of 
remedying that condiuon. There are many cases also 
which may be treated by astringent applications in the 
recumbent position, others still in which the displacement 
is due to mfiammation and congestion of the uterus, and 
which may, therefore, merely require that these conditions, 
by the appropriate treaUnent. be removed. Still, there 
remains a class of cases, as I nave before stated, which I 
should not consider myself justified in treating without iho 
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UM of imrtniments applied per vaginam. Some object 
entiraljr to ttie aae of p«esari«> as veiy ingurious, and yet 
do not faesltat« to ^pl; a ball Boaked in an astringent solu- 
tion. This, however, is itaelf t, peasary, differing only from 
the instrument genersUy used in being medicated. Any 
ioBtrtiment or Hobstance applied per vaginam to muntain 
Ibe uterus m utu h for all practical purposes a pessary. 
Astrii^Dt Mppositoriet may be uned too small to accom- 
plish wis otMect; and if so, they are merely astringent 
application^ but not pessaries. It is objected to {lessades 
tnat they distend the upper extremity of the vagina, and 
thus serve to perpetuate any relaxation that may previously 
exist there. Tlie instrument, however, at firmt should be as 
small aa will answer the purpose, and another still smaller 
should be substituted as eocwi as the laiter will accomplish 
tlie object, and so on until no inBtrument is any longer 
reqaired. And here I should remark, that we arc geoe- 
raily inclined to apply unnecessarily lai^e instruments to 
begin with. It is objected tliat pessaries produce ulceration 
of the v^na, and tliat they have sometimes found their 
■ way by nlceration even into the bladder but the pessary 
shotild not any more than any other mechanical appliance. 
be lost sight of after its application. Pessaries are also said 
to produce inflammation of the vagina and uterus, a result 
which I have never seen produced when they have been 
applied in a proper manner, and under proper circum- 
stances. I should make it a nJe, never to apply a pessary, 
eo long aa there was inflammation or congestion of either 
the nterus, ovaries, or vagina ; and if applied in accordance 
with the prindples that are indicatea, they will not he 
Ibund to b« injurious in the treatment of cases of this kind. 
But, on the o&er hand, in eome cases thev are found not 
only to be beneficial, but quite indispensable to cure. 

IlL Though many pessaries have been used, they may 
be included under three general heads: the globe, dieooid, 
and annular or ring pessary. The stem pessary ia also very 
nseful in certain cases, which may therefore be mentioned in 
connexion with these. The discoid may now be regarded 
as obsolete. Of the three other kinds, each has its particu- 
lar advantages as adapted to particular cases. 

Db. Meios ia inclined to make a very general use of the 
globe pessary. I should, however, restrict its use more 
especirily to cases of displacement of either of the three 
kinds mentioned, in which the uterus becomes fixed, 
whether by adhesion or otherwise. In cases of this kind, 
and especially of prolapeua in the second degree, with immo- 
bility of the uterus, I nave found the globe pessary to be of 
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to protmde slightly, it wiQ in some cases, within twenty- 
Ibur hours, become inclosed in the canal, and thus elevate 
the uterus to the normal position^ as I have had occasion 
to observe. The globe pessu-y is also reoommended in 
eases of prolapsus attendant npon rupture of the perineum, 
though I am not aware that here it possesses any peculiar 
advantages. 

The stem pessary I should restrict to the treatment of 
prolapeus where the nterua is forced downwards bv either 
an intm-nterine or extra-uterine tumor, and in which no 
other instratnent would be found sufficient to support the 
organ. 

The annular or ring pessary is found useful in a great 
diversity of cases. It may be made with a variety of sub- 
stances, but I prefer tlut eonosting of a watch spring 
coverea by gutta percha ; and that made of pure tin. The 
former can be used rither in a circular or elliptical form,' 
thongh it cannot be bent in its original plane. The latter 
being flexible, and yet sofficientiy firm, can be a^iplied in a 
neat variety of forms, and thus be adapted to a great 
diversity of cases. Of the precise manner of application in 
the different class of cases I do not now propose to speak. 

I have thus far spoken merely of inlra-v^nal pessaries: 
&eee alone are required in the treatment of prolapsus, ana 
that they may entirely remove ths symptoms m many 
cases of the anterior and posterior displacements. It is, 
however, entirely impoasible, (rom the anatomical relations 



of the uterus, that an intravaginal instrument ehwiU rnun 
the uterus precisely in place, if it has been lepWed, k 
atber of these two daeses of dtsplaoements bcMre nm> 
tioned. We most nse an inatmmeBt which enlen Ik 
uterine cavity itself. I have sud here, on a Ibrtner ncM- 
sion, that what I call the radical treaUn^it is utoillf 
required in but a very smiJl number of cases, ind tlal, 
whenever attempted, the ntems must be educated to iki 
tolerance of the mstmment. I have found that, when He 
at«nie can bear the common uterine sound For six honrt 
a time, the intra-uterine instrument, which I have b(£n 
described here, may be worn, ' 

I have said, however, that in some cases I have reDorel 
it for a day <» two at the end of • week, if it pndaeri 
much diaoharge, and (hen replaced it I do not, howmr, 
propose now to repeat what Ihave befoi* said on the oen- 
sion alluded to. 

At that time I spoke of anolber more ample iDstromnt 
which I bad used more particulariy in the treatmetil </ 
anteflexion, and to which I would now call your attentini. 
It consists of a tube three-sixteenths of an inch in dlnne- 
ter, and about three inches long, passing throu^ two hol- 
low bulbs, also of pure silver. The uppermost of thoeii 
about three-quarters of an inch in diameter, and the pM 
above it is the stem or intra-uterine portion of the iiain- 
ment The other bulb is of similar construction, and iboat 
an inch in diameter, placed at the upper end of the lube, 
about three-quarters of an inch from the above menlioMd 
The instrument is introduced upon a staff, and then tbc 
latter is withdrawn. When introduced, the os uteri rati 
upon the upper bulb, while the lower one rests npon tlw 
posterior wall of the va^na. It might be snppoMd M w 
simple an instrument might fall out of that caml, bnt thig ii 
not fonnd to be the Ikct in practice, since the walk of the 
vagina close in around the lower bulb and between tk 
two. It can of course be used only in cases in whidilic 
vagina is still narrow and retains itB tonicity. Andinlbot 
conditions it may also answer a good purpose in tdn)- 
flexion. I have never seen any severe ■ymBtonu predneed 
by the use of thia instrument, and have had patieDUvw 
it for four months. 

Da. J. Marion Sihs, after thanking Dr. Feaelee Sx hi> 
remarks upon the subject, stated that the opinion in nfa- 
ence to pessaries had very much changed within tlw W 
twenty-five yeara. The pKifesdoo were vuy wA 
indebted to Dr. Hodge, of Philadelphia (or takingaittitdiii 
this matter, but they did not seem ri^tly to awredite tlx 
fact that each case should be a study by itself and have • 
particular inurnment, which should oe entirely id«pltd lo 
the indications therein set forth, ^us far he Ms RraEid A< 
tin annular peasary, as devised by himself to be Ilx M 
liable to objections, inaamuch as t^ its flexibility it wmU 
be adapted to a great variety of^ cases. He ixioiM 
entirely with the views advanced by Dr. Peaalee. 

Dr. a. K. Oardner said; After the veryM irf «"■ 
dentiy carefully studied remailcs of Dr. Peariee, snd tl"* 
appended by my friend Dr. Sims, it requires no little twwg 
for UM to get up here and say that I dissent almost Hrt'K'T 
from the statementa made by these distinguidied g*"''^''''^ 
in regard to the beneficial effecta resulting from pesMnes* 
any form and used in any manner. And in eiprewog ua 
dissent, I will take up some of the points in the P^i^J^ 
follow the q>eak«r in the order in which be has intHxhcN 
the subjects. 

In the first nlaoe,! diStr&tnn Dr. PcMlee in U*«*l^ 
of the abdominal supporters of the many various bM 
which are to be found in the shops, and as"nl*iinesifp|f'' 
era or braces" are hawked over the country by itineranl doe- 
tors. I have seen many cases mw^ relieved Irt w«*W 
them. I find their use Uieoreticany to be from (»« 'x*'' 
ing up the peDdoloua and weighty rticlomM, wd tlie ^^ 
inoumbent viscera which preea down the otMu* '"^^ 
cavity of the pdvis— they praOicaBy lift off Ibe wb«W«« 
allow the uterus to retake its nuraal posilioa. 
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BO thorough is m; disapproTsI, that I have not for gone 
fears used tbem in jiractice. The reamns for this dis- 
nent from generallj received opinioDS are both theoretical 
and practical. ThcoretkiBlly, tiiey are wrong; they attetnpt 
to cure the effect of disease, and not the disease itselC Fes- 
sftriea are used for prolapsus. Now what is this falling 
owing to? When the cause ia known, we should attack the 
cause. Falling of the worab arises either fVotn dise«ee of 
the vannal walls or the ligaments of the womb, which, ren- 
dered lax, are incapaUe of hoMingup the womb, or if these 
organs are nornia] in their character, there is some abnor- 
malitj about the uterus increasing its weight and thna 
forcing il down, by orprcoming the natural supports of the 
■womb, into the vagina. The treatment should be directed 
t<i curing the di.'ease upon which the protapaua depends. 
«nd not in holding up the organ by ezteraal mechaDicat 

nirdfy. Theoretically, then, the use of this instrument 
being nnadTisable, practically we have no better reason. 
"We Dare not the good resalts claimed for ihem by many, 
wid we have numerous evils resulting from their use. 
They are foreign bodies and act as irritants, producing 
many disastrous reGuhs, lencorrhfca, abortion, hemor- 
rhage, and by pressing upon the rectum, constifjatjon, 
and sometimes more serious ills. They are considered 
to be harmless instruments, and one is int^erted in the 
"vagina, and the patient Is sent away thousands of miles, per- 
hxpa, as if no mjury could be elTected. What would be 
thought of a surgeon who would put a starch bandage 
on a leg and allow his patient to eo t« New Orleans? 
And yet into a delicate and diseased vagina he inserts a 
torturing pessary, and sends the patient away as uncon- 
cernedly aa if it it were only an apple dumpling he 
had put into her stomach. Some of the members of the 
Academy will remember tiitt I narrated a case some year 
or two ago of a young woman from whose vagina I 
removed a globular silver-rilt pessary, which had produced 
a vesico- vaginal fistula, and caused sloughing of the vagina, 
gr«at disease of the rectum, and the urine flowed by severd 
openings through the labia, and «ven above the pubes. The 
pessary itself was honeycombed with corrosions, green 
with Terdi^s, and full of the most noisome pus, wniie the 
poor bedridden girl, had not for years got up from her bed, 
and had actually forgotten Oiat ttiis direflil instrument had 
ever been applied. This is but an exa^erated case of what 
frequently happens. It is because that they are so liable to 
be forgotten that part of these dangers is to be found. 

We have not only vaginal pessaries, aa described by Dr. 
Peaslee, of the solid metal, the ring, horseshee, etc, but we 
have cnps of metal or boxwood, supported by a metallic 
wire, running out of the vagina and bent around the pubes, 
&stened to a cushion Rrmly fixed above the pubes. This is 
the beat of all vaginal pespories, inasmuch as it it makes no 
pressure upon the vagina, and acta in an injurious manner 
only as a foreign body, distending, but not harshly pressing 
upon the vaginn. Yet accidents happen with these. One 
YToman was not long since admitted into Bellevue Hospital, 
■where the os uteri had dilated under the pressure so as to 
allow the cnp to pass entirely through the cervix into the 
utenn, and Uiis lud again contracts, and when observed, 
held tlie cup Srmly within it The patient was admit- 
ted, becanse her medical attendant could not extract the 
pessary by any force applied on the portion of the wire 
which remained in the vagina. Accidentally meeting the 
sentleman attending this case, he told me that the next day 
be intended to divide the neck and cut the Gup out, as it 
wan impossible to withdraw it. I advised him not to do 
so, as he would thus produce a wound hard to heal, and 



attended with after results of some importance, and proba- 
bly by immediate infkunmation of unlcnown exti/nt; and 
advised him rather to endeavor to withdraw it by imitating 
the manner of its entrance, and by slow and continued 
traction to finally weary the uterine sphincter, and thus 
obtain dilatation of the os, and the easy expulsion of the 
pessary. This could be elTected by tymg to the attached 



wire an india-rubber strap, the other extremity being 
fastened to the bedpost, by which persistent contraction 
the cop would probably be pulled out as gradually as it was 
pushed in. This procedure was tried, and the result proved 
entirely latial'actoty. 

So too I lately saw a case treated by a distinguished phy- 
sician of Philadelphia for partial prolapsua and retroflexion, 
where the cause was an undiscovered fibrous tumor coming 
off posteriorly, just at the junction of the nieck and body 
of the uterus, and mechanically tilting the uterus backwards. 
The horse-shoe pessary, used for a year, was here uncalled 
for, and could produce only evil. 

Next, what is produced by a pessary ? The vagina, it 
would seem, is supposed to be a hollow empty tube; but in 
truth the vaginal walla are in close coaptation — so much m> 
that when a woman is immersed in water, not a drop goes 
into the vagina. This is generally forgotten. Now any 
instrument, however small, or the finger, pasting into l^« 
vagina, pushes a fold before it, and with more or less forc« 
separates the parts. Now when a pessary is introduced it 
is a constant violence ; then its weight injuriously presses 
somewhere, and if it supports the uterus at oil, this weight 
too, foils upon some spot of the vagina which is speedily 
ulcerated or inllamed, and leucorrhcea is the inevitabfe 
attendant. Finally, when the pessary is removed (but 
pessary- wearing patienla, like homoeopathic ones, are never 
cured, and it is rarely ever removed permanently) — if it is 
removed, what have we then ? Wc have a ftofe fanned 
by the pettaiy, and not only has it by forming this hole 
destroyed the natural support of the vagina, the main sup- 
port of the uterus, but we have a place ell made, a vacuum 
into which the now unsupported uterus will necessarily 
fall — and even a small pess^, as staled, must make a smaU 
hole — and the last state of that woman is worse than the 
Brst 

Other objections might be here made which are as appli- 
cable to the use of the stem-pessary, and which I will men- 
tion hereaA'er in that connexion ana process. 

Fourth. I pass to the considerati6n of the stem-pessary 
now advocated by Dr. Peaslee, which is the more astonish- 
ing as he is the only person that I know of who now uses 
them, and which I can only conceive possible by recognising 
the fact that he uses a pessary of his own invention, ana 
which is, I may say m pcmant, unquestionably the best 
instrument yet made of that character. 

The Btem-pesEary claimed to have been invented by 
Bimpson of Edinburgh, Volleix, Roser and others of Oer- 
manr, is, 1 think, an exploded instrument for the i-nre of 
displacements. This uterine deviation is either scute or 
chronic. When scute, the result of any accident, tfae 
uterine sound should he introduced into the cavity, or one 
finger into the vagina and another into the rectum, accord- 
ing to its diaracter, and then, it easily being restored to its 
normal position, with a lew days of rest, the patient ia 
cured. But if it is chronic, it may have been the neglect«d 
result of accident, or the woman was married eariy and before 
the organ had attained its full dimensions, and it had been 
displaced by vigorous coition, and then we have had inflam- 
mation with rooro or less sdhesions, even Xo a complete 
binding down of tlie organ to the panetes of the pelvis, and 
then this result of disease is unalterable.* If the sound 
raises it a bit, it falls back ngain and again as oil as repeated, 
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and the iutroductlon and wear of the stem but makes dis- 
ease where none eicista, and the organ returns to itd position 
•3 soon as the support is removed 

In otlier acute cnsea we bave a flexion or version, the 
result not of accident but of disease. The ut«nj3 lias 
undergone a faUy degentralion at the point where it has 
given way, and although it may be forcibly lilted up and 
perhaps kept up for weeks and months, so soon as llie sup- 
port is removal the uterus necessarily returns to its posi- 
tion, because there is want of substance to maintain it, if 
not also a cicatricial contraction. It would be us unscientific 
in tliese cases to apply a stem-pessary as to attempt lo 
straighten a curved spine after Ihe bodies of tlie vertebra 
have been eaten away. It mav be held up for a time, 



This 



but nature will not unfortunately put in a new " u 
pinning" while it is thus nieeluuiically sup|Kirted. 

FurOiermore, interference of thiasort is uncalled for. 

condition of things is not disease, but the result of disease. 
Science con sometimes prevent and cure diseases, but what 
disease has destroyed science caonoC restore, flexions of 
the womb are of Uttle or no importance, save as they are 

This we may cure, and tliis is what we should treat, when 
these cases come to us, and by so doing we may do great 
good, and when this is effected, if there oas been no act4ial 
disorganization, the uterus may retake its normal situation. 
Again we are not justified in using tlie stem pessary in 
any great number of cases, even if it is conceded to txt occa- 
sionally beneficiaL This opinion is contjuired in hy Simp- 
son, Scanzoni, Kiwisch, Aran, Nonat, In fact by all tlie gyne- 
cologists of (ke world. Its accidents are loo fearful — and 
these accidenlfl too frequent. Inflammation of tlie uterus 
resulting therefrom is propagated to its appeudagcs and the 
peritoneum, with great pain, danger, and even death. 

While I thus, in common wilh oUiers, and for the above 
reasons, renounce the use of the stem-pessary for the treat- 
ment of flexions, I do advocate and use a pessary with a 
omsller stem, which does not enter into the cavity of the 
uterus proper, but merely into the neck, for the cure of cer- 
vical contractions, that is to say, for strictures, and for this 
purpose will gladly avail myself of the smsJI instrument 
exhibited by Dr. Feaslee of his invention, which is a modi- 
fication of a pattern which I have used somewhat for such 
fiirpoaes. I never see any tatei ofJUaioii uncomplicated, 
here are many women, of whom there was never a suspi- 
cion that there was any flexion of the uterus, till it was 
revealed by a post-mortem. A flexion is not disease as I have 
several times repeated, but (he result of disease, and it often 
ezisU for many years unsuspecliHi, and is not discovered 
uolil she goes to a physician for some complication. The 
possessor of this malposition is unquestionally predisposed 
U> local disturbances, lo inflammation of the uterus, etc, 
•od the physician who examines the patient imagines that 
in discovering a chronic flexion, he has found Ihe actual 
source of all the difficulty. No such tiling, he has found 
only a " compUcation" aggravated by the abnormal position 
of the f>W^- Now wliat is the treatment? Simple 
enough Treat the complication which alone is curable. 
Cure the inflammatory or ulcerated condition by leeches, 
■cariScations, cold iqjections, purgatives, et£., as may be 
required. So soon as the " compUcatioa " is relieved, the 
flexion still renituning, the paUent is as well as she can be. 
I never see any but complicated coses. 

(Hift* 



pBor. Hamilton, of Starling Medical College, Ohio, 
states that Dr. Henry Hewitt^ of Valparaiea. South Ame- 
rica, recently reported that Gage, the man tJirough whose 
bead a tamping-rod, seven inches long, an inch and a 
quarter in diameter, and weighing 131 'ha., passed, is living 
in Qiili, in the enjoyment of good health. 
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EXORBITANT CHARGES OF APOTHECARIES. 

ITd tb* Kdttw Id a* AuBOu Mbkiai. Tuk] 

Deir Str— It has been asserted that he who addtooc 
drop to the sea of human happiness is a benelactor. Ai 
such is entitled to some consideration, may I a^ Ibc a amli 
space in your Journal wherein (o contribute adcopolixHD- 
fort lo " A Physician," who, in your last issue, was mud 

Cerplcxed at the exorbitantcliargesof those who compound 
is prescriptions. And as he sees no alternative bat kcm- 
sion from that useful auxiliary branch of medical art strkd 
Pharmacy. I mav be permitted to suggest a much moct 
simple and equally effective remedy against the evil, in hii 
emploj^nient and encouragement of those who are inoK jufl 
in their charges. This idea, however, presents llw reil 
difBculty to be overcome. 

How shall we determine Ihe justice of ihc apothecarj'i 
charges, or where shall wc find a standard or \mi ht ■ 
judgment of them ? Shall we look to tliat whiclt eslabGdm 
the just recompense to the physician, for his loug deiotiDg 
to study and research, and ior llie responsibility of his pos- 
tion ; or to that standard which determines the exact ntoe, 
by computation, of time for the cobbler's paU^ and the con 
of tlie material 7 The life of the physician is one of U)il utd 
unxiety; that of the apothecary scarcely leas so; and we 
should seek to stimulate in him a rivalry with his feUow 
laborers for increased proficiency in his calling, ralher thn 
a dollar and cent competition. When a proper remunen- 
tion for the qualified apothecary is fiurty determined on, 
tlie course is clear, encourage the just. 

Of the doctor's experience in homoeopathic compctiliMi, 
he can best speak ; he may feel its eflfecl, but I ihisk k i> 
at (ault in his diagnosis of the cause ; for it is well known 
tliat the homixopathic physician fiilly covers all expensH in 
his fee. 

There are causes for ret^ning the family physician, ud 
others equally cogent for his dismissal, as the fotkiviiig 
relutionof bclswUl show: 

A lady possessed of opuleiioe and economical hat»ti, 
called on a physician to request that he would visit ber 
sick daughter. The phyiiician being informed that (be inr*- 
lid was not under the core of any oUier. complied Willi tin 
mother's request, who, in accordance with her custom, de- 
sired to drive a bargain : and the following coUoquj ensued. 
" Doctor, bow much will you Ijike to cure .Tiy diugbler— 
no cure, no pay ?" The doclor replied, that he did not pnc- 
tise on that principle ; he would exercise his utmost skiD in 
the case, and charge, as was his custom, one dollar periisit 
" Oh," said the mother. " our old family physician new 
charged over fifty cents. " Then," remarked the phjniciM, 
"I advise you to recall him." "But," said the mother, 
"he has already attended her without benefit, and jm 
have been highly recommended for her case." "Utit^ 
that is of secondary consideration; his charges defy ooiU' 
petition." 

Thus you see there may t* diflerences between Ihe 
physician and the patient, without the intervenlioa of li" 
apothecary. 

One word further in regard to the custom that oar medi- 
cal friend would recommend ; he knows two or three m 
medical practitioners who carry ilieir pills in thetf poiieii 
What disciple of Ihe mortar and pesile does not kno*, 
within bis own experience (leaving presumptuous iufeieiM 
to others), of at least two or three praciitioneis "bo cwj 
pills, perhaps, to protect those who can pay; while lie pMJ 
are handed over, by prescription, lo Ihe tender mercy md 
cold charity of the 

ApOTBtCJIVT' 
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ANNUAL REPORT OF 8T. LUKE'S HOSPITAL. 
Fob tu Ybar uibou Ookibk 18, 1860. 

p-o Uu Editor gf ths AmiuH UrotCkl. TiMU.] 
Sib : — Dnanta the put year, there have been Created in 
this boBpUal 168 patients ; males 232 ; iemaleE 23G. Of th» 
entire nuinber, 54 have been children; Bui^cal 167, medi- 
cal 301. There were 53 p»tieate in the wanl»at the com- 
mancement of the year; 328 have been discharged during 
its course, and 85 are now in the warde. There have been 
59 deaths and 4 caaualtiea. Twenty-one surgical operatioDs 
have been performed, eight of them capital The results of 
these have been sucoeaeful, except in one instanue, a case 
of hernia in an oldau^ecl, where Gtranguktioti had existed 
for thirty-six hours prior to admiBsion to the hospital A 
large numbM of persona, BuCfering from reoent injuries, have 
been received from the hands of ihe police, including twen- 
ty-two cases of fracture. In the medical wants there haa 
been a very decided increase during the past year iu the 
proportion of acute cases, though, as iianstofore, those of a 
chronic character predominate. The word devoted to Ihe 
treatment of children, is a new and most important feature 
of the hospitaL The necessity for suoh a department is 
MUfdy shown by the fact, that it hu been more rapidly and 
more constantly GUed than any other in the house. Both 
medical and surgical cases have been treated here, though 
the majority have been of the latier chiss. DieeMee of the 
BfMne and of the hip- joint itave claimed a large ahve of 
att^ntjoa, and the results of their treatment have been most 
satisfactory. For the spine, the supporter invented by Dr. 
H , G, Davis of this city, has been a most valuable ally in 
treatment; and more reoentlv, the qJiut, invented by the 
same gentleman, for the relief of morbus ooxarius, has been 
introduced and used with thorough success. No death has 
occurred in this department, and the beneficial results of its 
arrangement and working— especially of the accurate nars- 
ing wnich in parents of the age here treated, is an indis- 
pensable condition of suoceas — have been so striking, that 
the rare of the sick children is regarded by members of the 
medical staff as one of the most peculiar vocations of the 
hospitaL 

Tbe bill of mortality for the part year shows a reduc- 
tion of over five pet cent, from that of the previous year. 
As eicplanatory of the still somewhat large proportion, it is 
sufficient to stole that many cases, not ordinarily eligible to 
liOinitalB, have. been here admitted; eases found only when 
in the last stages of disease, sometimes even moribund, and 
brought into tbe wanls, not that they may be afforded 
medical relief, but that their last hours may be rendered 
more oomfortaUe. Their only record is tbeir oertiticate of 
death, and they ought rather to be ranked as benoGciariea 
of the church tlian as patients of the hospital 

Tbe genenl hygienic arrangements of the house, have 
still proved molt satisfactory. In behalf of the Attending 
Pbysiciaos and Surgeons, 

SitwAM B. Oaltox, U.D., Rnideai Ph^tioitm. 



FOREIGN CORRESPONDENCE. 
BETHLEU HOSPITAL. 

[Te lb* E«Kif of tbe Ai««io*ii M ■dioil Tuna.] 

Sir— Bethlem Hospital has long been one of the "lions" 
of London. In Pepys's day parties used to be made to 
mock and gibe at its unhappy Inmates, and to " stir them 
up with a long pole" fur amusement. Although, with 
Molldre's physician, " noui avom change lout cela," it is still 
a centre of attraction— after its kind; to foreigners more 
especially so ; and, as an AmtTican, proud of uie advance 
he fondly beueves to have been made in his own land over 
others in the conduct of most philanthropic institutions, I 
have been led to visit it by tbe desire of comparing, on my 
return home, our similar establishments with the reputed 



model one of the old country. Tliis not unnatural wish 
was further stimulated by the perusal of an article on 
Insanity and Lunatic A^luros, which aupeared in a late 
number of the Quarterly Review ; but still more by having 
accidentally bcucome acquainted with tlie private history 
of a party confined in one of tlie Criminai^Wings of 
the Hospital, or parte devoted to the reception of those 
unfortunate persons who in delirium have committed 
offences that, but for their insanity, would have forfeited 
their lives. Moreover, some brief observations in reference 
<o the position of tbis much-to-be-pltled class of individual^ 
published from time to time in the Iloiaehold Word*, bad 
mti:rested me not a little in the subjecL I resolved, wben 
I had tbe opportunity, (o make public such remarks as 
I had to offer, and to court inquiry ; so that if the 
sanic evils which I, in common witli every man of ordi- 
nary humanity, conid not help deploring assoon as known, 
should happen to exist in tbe Lnited States, the people 
m^ speak tlie word and the remedy be at once applied. 

It appears that every improvement which has taken place 
in Great Britain iu the treatment and condition or the 
insane has been commenced by private persons, and has 
been hardly wrung fiom and foi-ced upon oorporate bodies 
and the government. A few yeais ago occurrences which 
need not be det^led drew inquiry into tlie state and 
management of Bethlem Hospital. The public mind was 
fairly roused, and when John BiiU is once awakened — he 
rings true metal and — goes to work. Tlie Hospital (from 
its extent rather than its architecture, an imposing build- 
ing, and capable of accommodating about four hundred 
patients) was found lo be what the Criminal Wings — to tbe 
disgrace of the government and, tlii-ough its infamous 
neglect, of the jealous but easily gulled Bi itish peojJe — 
stIU remun, namely, more gloomy, depressing, and virtu- 
ally uncared for than most prisons; a slough of despond 
more fitted to insure perpetual madness than cure a disease 
which is as manageable and curable as any other, if 
treated with care and judgment. The dietary, too, was 
deficient. 

All this — the Hospital enjoying a princely income — was 
pronounced, like a noble sinecurist's prayers for more sine- 
cures, " too bad." The committee — city great men, cor- 
EDrationists, men of " calipasli and caUpee "—^hod to eat 
umble pie. Tlie constitutional u'on-gratings were torn 
from tlie windows; light and air let in; continental im- 
provements, both ornamental and remedial, introduced; 
tlie medical staff changed; the dietary amended — eer- 
tainly not perfected: and — worse and more humiliating 
still — this bloated, plethoric, pudding-beaded, and beei- 
wltted civic institution, compelled tii renounce its inde- 
pendence and submit to tbe visitaUon of tlie Commissioners 
m Lunacy. 

As at present altered, rather than re-fonned, the Hospi- 
tal has become a fashionable show-place. This is in some 
degree to be deplored, inasmuch as the health and comfort 
of Ihe patients are, it is to be feared, largely sacrificed for 
tlie sake of keeping up appearanoes. 

To instance. The nour of rising is 6 ^k.; of going to 
bed, 8 P.M. ; and out of these fourteen honr^ haniy two are 
devoted to out-of-door, or indeed any exercise, whilst to 
make the matter worse, Ihe exercise hours are those most 
unsuited to the purpose — being either from ten to twelve, 
that is, when the heat of the day in summer renders brisk 
locomotion unodvisable or rather impoesible, or else from 
two to four, still more unsuitable at the saqie season of the 
year, and made even more so by the fact that one o'clock 
IS the dinner hour. Being up at six, the patients might 
easily breakfast at seven, instead of at eight, as at present; 
and, for two-Uilrds of the year, be out and have two 
hours' fresli morning air and the genial time for exercise in 
die English climate, before ten, their present airing hour. 
In the summer months they ought to go out in tbe even- 
ings from five to seven, or half-post ; and afternoon exer- 
dse, Ihat is, exercise taken shortly after dinner, ought to be 
regulated according to tlie seasons aud St 



aud state of llie weather. 



Sfti 



CORRESPONDENCE. 



The iinnienM importance oT nir tnd exercise to the insuie 
espeaall;, itity be ettimated bj the fact Ib*t, etatiog the 
elemeDtfl of recovery to be ten, air and eierctK may be eet 
d«wn aa equivalent to seven ot the number' 

Various reasona would, doubtless, be alleged by (be 
•uthoritiea of the Hospital in defence of this moDsIroiu 
abuse, or to excuse it The plain truth, I am induoed to 
believe, is that the houra, from 6 A.M. to 10, breakrast and 
its prepacatioD included, are ^-nt in ibaking the wards, 
galleries, etc, sightly and presentable to the visitor, the 
hunter for gape-ieed, or, maybe, a committee-roan, seized 
once and away with an idea that his walking through the 
edifice as quicKlj as he can stride is an act equally mag- 
nanimous, serviceaUe, patriotic, and philanihnipic All 
being cleaned up and decked ou^ tiie next object is to 
ke<p it in trim ; and too frequent airings in the yards and 
grounda mi^it bring in a certain amount of dust into the 
SiOw-rooms, and mar the effect sought to be produced on 
the aight'Seer, who but too seldom reflects (hat "all is not 
gold lliat glitters." 

This deficiency of wr and exercise falls the most heavily 
on the Criminal patients, and, next to them, on the "Incu- 
rablea," or those chronic cases for which large funds have 
been bequeathed to the Hospital separately from the endow- 
ments for the " Durables ;" since the latter have the 
advantage of occo^onal excursions into the country by 
railroad and, I believe, by steambont But it is tho^ 
among (he Criminal Lunatics who have been restored 
either wholly or partially to their senses who are the 
severest sufferers. 

The term "Criminal Lunatic," as the Quarterly Reviewer 
alluded to justly observes, is a misnomer; equally calcu- 
lated to mi^ead and prejudice the unreflective part of the 
ooramunity, and to depress, wound, or irritate its red- 
pient; It is a flat contradiction in terms. But, mark to 
what a word may lead I A hapless individual, when in an 
irresponsible condition, commits an act — which, K he 
recover his senses, embitters his after-existence ; and, when 
rMOvered, and, humanly speaking, beyond danger of 
relapse, is in ninety-nine cases out of a hundred con- 
demned to a worse fate than the majority of the most crimi- 
nal oonvicta — to imprisonment for life, and that — imprison- 
ment with madmen, subjected to uie same humiliating 
reatrainta, at thn mercy of the lame, too often, nifflanly and 
mostly low and vulgar attendants ; and herded — no matter 
what his breeding, attainmenta, or previous positiuii, with 
the off'-scourings of humanity I I ask, is it so in this coun- 
try f If ratron England, if Christian and Hlaverj-de- 
nouncing England permit this great wrong, can it be 
otherwise witn usT If| indeed, it be so, I fed convinced 
that publicity will at onoe sponge out the social anomaly. 

So &r, however, as the English law is concerned the 
wrong cannot happen. On attestation of recovery by com- 
petent medical authority, the several Secretaries of State 
are each empowered to liberate the recovered Criminal 
Lunatic Practically this power is engrossed by the Home 
Secretary, whose duties are so extensive that were he sub- 
limated beyond the mortal necessities and imperfections of 
reflection and sleep, and to devote every second ofhis time 
to the duties of his office, he could not get through one- 
half. It is a rule, it seems, of his subordinate ofhciaU, to 
lAsIiM— clerks in public departments will comprehend the 
fuD meaning of tite term — all petitions and applications for 
the liberty of any of this Panah clnsa, except where inte- 
rest, and in parttcular that interest which is comprised in 
the command of sundry Parliamentary votes, can be 
brought to bear. This is bad enough. It Li, however, 
exceeded in ita black badness by the consequences whicit 
ensue from the peculiar position of the medical officers of 
the Hospital. I proceed tn explain. 

The Criminal Wings of Bellilem were built by the go- 
vernment, which entered into an agreement with the Gover- 
nor of the Hospital for a stipulated, and, to do it justice, 
liberal rate of payment, for the cure, care, and maintenance 
of lunatics who nad come within the verge of the law, and 



about 120 of whom, male and female, are confined wiibia 



tional trouble. Now, the boonden duty, legal and moral, 
of the medical head of a Lunatic Aayluui is to insist Dpan 
tlie removal of its inmates as soon as llieir sanity is esti- 
blislied. This has been done in several instances with 
reference to Criminal Lunatics in otlier jdacee — Homnirini 
by the principal of a private asylum near Saltsbuty, villi 
whom are domictled i^ the government some serenty or 
eighty such patienls ; but whether by oB&cial order, wbMber 
(tuougb a clinging 1o the oW system of civic corpotate 
deapotism, or owing to the idioeyDcraey of the medkil 
■perinteiMleat — the reeovered patient or his frienda are 

/ tberepren 
exalted of profeniou 
debases it and towers Limsetf by stooping to the fimctmu 
i>t a jailer, and the governors ^d committee of an instita- 
tion ignorantly supposed to be an exemplar of beaelkew^ 
ooodescend to act the parts of turnkeys I The patienla of 
the class now under consideration released from liiis medi- 
cal "prison-house," are so, as I have Baid, by iulereet— or 
else are draggtd out by stHne dauntlem attorney threaten- 
ing exposure. Otiiervi'ise "three-headed Cerberus" wm 
not a more ruthless janitor than the conetabulary of Belb- 
lem Hospital. 

I have alluded to the dietary,* which I append below. 
Bearing in mind that the government pars fifteen diitliiigi 
and four pence weekly for each Criminal Lunatic, besides 
delraying the expenses of physiciao, eargeon, keepen, etc^ 
and that tlie Hospital haa a «ul tnoome of about eightceo 
thousand pounds, or ninety thousand dotlais ptr aaBiM, 
and not taking into account either that the «x ounces cf 
meat — the dinner ratkm — are moro frequently three, or 
that the quality is often queetionable. besides other Aort- 
comings of the kind — I inquire <^ calcalators and onlnc- 
tors tite probable profit to the Ho^tal arising out of the 
Criminai LunatioL and rfiouid farther Mke to bear ftoai it* 



iveroors how tiu 



ley dispoee of this ^uy^ surplus yesriy 
moome — since surely the maintenance of some three iaa- 
dred patients yeariy, on such a dietary, doee not exbaoit 
the eighteen thousaud which they liave the di^wsal o£ 
The gron income of the Ho^tal, not induding the Eutwdy 
from government, is about twenty-eight thousand pouwli 
steriing a year. , 

Moreover, many of the patients, partiealariy the Crimt- 
nd ones, are put to use. Swne seoor and. clean : ethos 
tailor, make mats, whitewa^ houae-punt, Jec.— ^oinKi |0 
&ot, the work of keepers or attendants—who, indeed, m 
the Criminal Wines are rather the attended upon, bavnig 
their vei7 Aom Uaoked by the patients. So fast ■'«^^ 
of these "workingmen " as they are termed, overwoiteo, 
that were the Coroner^s Inquests held here aught but a 
faroe, very uriy things would creep out. But, though M 
inquest is held on bH who die within the Hospital^ Ks ^ 
cen and offidaU alone art txanuntd. Be it borne in mind 
that there are tboae among the Oiminal Lunatiea *''^*>V" 
as sound of mind and fit to give evidence as any wilww 
the wdls of the building. 

This brings me to another point Soon after (he »PP^ 
ance of the article in the Quarterty Amieur, one of tl»e un- 
proved words in tbe fi«e or charity part of the Ho^w 
was devoted to the uae of some forty of the CnmiUl 
will not now inquu* into or throw •»'"'' "P^" 
which induced this amelioration; but, unlm*- 
ly, from what I can learn there has been a •'«"*J 
jumbhng of the recovered with the all but raving bM « 
the better with the worse class of patients, of the inevita- 
bly filthy, foul, and disgusting with the more decendyW"' 
ducted. In short, were a premium offered for the 1""*^ 
and surest mode of driving a recovered or recove™* 
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ratient hopeleasly mad, ihia heterogeneouB mixture, Ibis 
Dead Sea fruit sort ot mercy, might boldl; claim the prize. 
Aa if to enforce thia view of the mktter, although an 
infirmary is locaHy attached to this ward, the parents hare 
not the benefit of it The sick and fcetid are kept com- 
mingliog with the healtbj — and the exclamations, sighs, 
and groans of the djing strike horror into the hearts of 
those who know that such will one day be their own fiite. 
If this brief statement of a few of the facta which have 



presa is an electric agent, and what it may laok in tele- 
gnfthic speed, it gains in power. In all civiUied coun- 
tries, even in the least free, its aubtJe currenta permeate; 
but between England and America its pulse is ever beating. 
The people of both countries are too generous, when fearfiil 
abuses are brought to Ught, to suffer them to exist. If we 
are Binning in ijke manner to that above described, we 
have the power of making the necessary reforms in our 
own hands ; and though JMn BuU yields U> the muzzle on 
too many subjects, let his really humane heart be touched, 
and he will have his way — the right way, too. 
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The foUowing case, which recently came to hand, is so 
extraordinary as to demand a record. 

On the 9ih of Feb., 1843, Dr. 8. Q. EUis, an intelligent 
and well known practitioner, then residing at Oowanda, 
Cattaraugus Ca, N. Y., was caUed to see Henry C. Springer, 
Wt. 3 years, the child of Samuel C. Springer, rewdmg also 
at Qowanda. In attempting to climb upon a sled loaded 
irith wood, thia child had fallen under one of the runners, 
and the whole load had been drawn across the lower third 
of his lefl thigh, crushing the bone and soft, partK and 
thruating one of the ends of the broken bone through the 
skin until it protruded two inches or more. 

Dr. Ellis, seeing the gravity of the accident, and bein^ in 
doubt whether it was proper to attempt to save a limb 
tbua mutilated, requested tnem to send for Dr. Seth Field, 
who was mucn older than Dr. Ellis, and a man of larger 
experience. After a careful examination of the case, it 
was determined not to amputate, but to dress the limb as 
for a fracture, reserving the amputation for a future day, if 
it should become necessary. 

Dr. EUis applied a roller to the foot and then np the leg 
nearly to the knee, and aller covering the wound made by 
the protruding bone with a piece of Lint spread with simple 
cerate, he laid over the whole thigh, fixim the knee upwards, 
a Scultetus bandage. Two long splinis were employed, 
one of which reacned the axilla and the other the groin, 
and these were united below the foot by a cross piece. By 
means of these aplinta extension and counter-extension 
were satisfactorily effected. The hmb waa watched care- 
fully from day to day, and on the third day the Scultetus 
bandage waa opened, and although the skin underneath 
looked dark and coated with extravasated blood, no actual 
dccompontion had yet taken place. On the fillh or mith 
day sU the dressings were removed, and a considerable 
slough separated from the lower and back part of the 
thigh. 

In consultation with Dr. Field, it was again determined 
to continue the attempt to save the teg. The limb waa 
continued in the straight splints, but It was additionally 
supported by being placed in a box made with an opening 
to correspond with toe wound, through which it might be 
dressed. 

The wound discharged forfourorsix weeka; the boy be- 
came much emaciated and restless, so that it was difficult to 



keep him still. About four months after the accident Dr. 
Ellis removed the dressings, and suppoaed the bone had 
united. The position of me limb waa good, and ,il was 
nearly or quit£ its full length. 

A few days later the father informed Dr. E. that in get- 
ting the Ixiy out of bed in the morning, he d^overed uuit 
the limb bent at the point of fracture. The splints were at 
once reapplied by Dr. E., and continued two or three weeks, 
but aa no improvement occurred, by advice of Dr. Field, 
the long splints were removed, the short sphnts and band- 
ies being continued, and the boy was encouraged to get 
about upon crutches, in the hope that use of the limb and 
improvement of Uie health might still accomplish the union, 
but thia also fiiiled. 

Dr. £. continued to practise in the family of Mr. Springer 
until he left Oowanda, which waa four years ago, and no 
complaint bad ever been made against him for malpractice. 

This child of three years at length grew to be a man, 
and as aoon as he waa twenty-one years old he com- 
menced a suit agunst Dr. Ellis, which waa noticed for trial 
in the Circuit Court for Erie Co., N. Y., Oct. 1, 1860. Dr. 
Ellia made such preparation as he could for a defence. Dr. 
Field was dead. Another physician who had also seen the 
child occasionally during the treatment, was dead, and a 
third medical witness was in an insane asylum. His own 
recollection of the circumstances was imperfect, and he had 
no memoranda, inasmuch aa he had never anticipated a 

Csecution. His brother, Dr. D. E. Ellis, who had just 
n admitted to practice when the accident occurred, was 
fortunately present at some of the dressings, and was able 
to testify, as were also one or two non-medical witnesses, 
who were still Uving. 

On the 24th of March, 1860, Springer consulted FroC 
Hamilton, then of Buffalo, in relaclon to the condition cf 
the limb. He foundthe bone un-united except by ligament; 
the point of fracture being about four inches above the 
joint. Ho could turn the lower fragment backwards or 
inwards to a right angle with the upper fragment, but it 
couldnotbebentsomuchoutwards or forwards. The whole 
limb waa four and a half inches ahorter than the other, but 
in walking or standing he brought the heel within two and 
a half inches of the ground, a lateral curvature of the lum- 
bar vertebm allowing this teg to descend two inches. In 
circumference, both thigh and leg measured as much as the 
opposite Ilmt) — it seemed to be sa muscular. He walked 
rapidly and without a csne, and was not easily fatigued. 
Wiitn he trod upon this foot with Che whole weight of hia 
body he did not feel the bones yield or slide upon each 
other. In shorty although his limb was deformed and 
imperfect, it was infinitely better than an artificial limb, and 
Eo Prof, H. informed him. 

Before the case was reached in the October calendar of 
this court, the suit wna withdrawn at the urgent req[uest 
of the father of the young man, who declared that he aaw 
no justice in its prosecution. 

llie attorneys in thia caee were C. C, Torrence of Go- 
wanda, for the prosecution ; and Henry Rogers of Buffalo, 
N. Y., for the defence. 



Medical Departmehi or UNrvEnsn'T of the Paciro. — 

The regular course of lectures in tiiture commences on the 
first Mondny of November, instead of May. There have 
been two courses of lectures in this institution, the number 
of students at the first session being eleven, at the second, 
fifteen. The graduates are — -Srst session, Alfred Atkib- 
soN, native of England, and Charles £. A. Hertel, native 
of Germany ; second session, Charles C Fprlet, native of 
the U. S. The San fYanciKti Medical Prm says; "Though 
medical education did not commence until comparatively 
a late period, when it did commence (he system of teaching 
was, at once, the moat rigid ; there is now no medicu 
school in the older States, in which the examination for 
graduation requires a higher order of qualifications than ii 
the Medical Department of the University V" " '" " 
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APPOtMTUIHTS. 

Dk. EoGEin PiDONBT, late of Bellevae HoepiUl, N. Y., 
Asuslant Phy^cian at KuidaJl'a Island. 

Del J. Parkish, late of Bellevue Hoepital, AuJstNil Phy- 
eicuui in Brooklyn City Ho^iuL 

FKRSONAL. 

Phtbiciakh TisntHO New York.— Dr. Walcott, Utica, 
N. Y. ; Dr. 0. W, Th^er, Binghamptoo, N. Y. ; Dr. Jerome 
C. Smith, late of McLean Asylum, Maaa. ; Dr. Levi Bart- 
lett, Skanefttelea, N. Y. ; Dr. A. H. Wright, formerly of Va., 
now Missionary Phyaician at Ooroomiah, Persia; Dr.Wilaon, 
Canada West; Dr. Fayette Jewetttbnnerly of South Boa- 
ton, now Missionary Phyaician, Tocal, Ajia Minor; Dr. 
Ford, Canada WesL 

LocATios OP PffTsiciASB. — Df. James E. Hbrtbs, author 
of a work on " Enteric FeTer," at Fairmount, Marion 
county, Va^ Dr, G. W. Hunt, late of Bellevue Hirapiial, 
at No. 31 GrMid St., Jersey City, N. J. : Dr. Jobk Howb, 
lal« of Bellevue Hospital, at No. 211 W. 17th at. N. York 
City; Dr. ALnAXDan Habdm, late of " " "---.-i 

" .. 140 W. Mth St. N. York City. 

EptDunoLoaicAL Rioord.— Diphther 
fatally in Madison county, N. Y., partii 
of Hamilton, Lebanon, and De Ruyler. The same malady 
ia also prevailing to some extent in Saratoga county. Spo- 
radic cases continue to appear in New York, Brooklyn, 
Jerw^y City, and their suburbs. This threatening distemper 
baa become so extensively diSiifcd in tbia country, and the 
probabilities of its continued prevalence are so imminent, 
that every physician should mate himself thoroughly familiar 
with all that can be known respecting its pathology and 
treatment. 

The Nasbville Medical Becord comes to us in a new 
form, beine a quarto, and closely resembling the Medical 
Times in we size of its page, and in its typography. This 
change gives it a most attractive appearance, and will 
doubtless contribute much to its success. Paor. Wright 
has retired from its editorial management, and is succeeded 
by Pbofs. Aberhatht, Maddin, and Callender, all of the 
Shelby Medical CoUege. 

Sdit for Malpractice. — a doctor of San Francisco has 
been prosecuted for $10,000 damages, by the father of a 
little girl, whose thigh being broken wns set by the defend- 
ant and reunited with some shortening. 

Dr. O. B. H. Macleod has been elected Professor of Sur- 
gery in the Andersoninn University, Glasgow. 

M. HETriLDER has lately described a case of pleuritic 
abscess, which pointed between the second and third ribs 
on the right side. It pulsated with each beat of the heart. 
He knows of but two similar cases on record ; one by Amn, 
and another by Stokes. 

Sir Hans Sloane was the first phyudan of England who 
received the title of baronet; he was very rich, and Lord 
of tbe Manor of Chelsea. 

Dh. Wolfe, the correspondent of the Lancet from the 
hospitals of G.'kribaldi, has been arrested and tried by a 
council of war on chaigcs of defamation of the Italian sur- 
reons, of being an adventurer willi forged credentials, el«. 
The charges were not sustained, and he was honorably 
acquitted. 

The Minister of Public Instruction, France, has published 
a circular addressed to the directoraof schools and colleges, 
forbidding the use of tobacco and cigars by the students. 
This movement is due to certain statistical results obtained 
at the Ecolc Poly technique and other public schools and 
colleges, attestin? that tbe smokers were also the dunces, 
and that the inlellcctual as well as tlie physical development 
of the atudenia waa checked by the use of tobacco. 
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Bj A. JACOBI, M.D., 

Lbctcbe I. 
To & truly nnentiSc pb jeician, nothing is more evident, than 
that tbe phyaiolog^ and pathology oF the human ot^&nism 
have not been sufficiently elucidated. The mediciJ sciences 
»re by no means completely developed ; they never will be, 
for they combine a knowledge of all the varied and intimate 
physiological functions and obecure pathological changes 
of the physical and mental oceans of the human frame ; they 
never can be, for their baaie, the human organism, will and 
must under^ changes and furtlier development Those 
powerful minds who have done most, and are stiil in our 
times working most sucoessfully, for the advancement of 
medical knowledge, have been and are still the first to admit 
the truth of this proposition, and are the first also to acknow- 
tedge that more remains to be done than has been done 
hitherto. Fortjjnately, however, there are a large number of 
subjects so well known and so clearly understood, that even 
in this cver-clianging science we are enabled to point out 
the way to fiirther investigations, to arrange in mathemati- 
cal ordei our conclusions, and win thereby for medical sci- 
ence not only a place amongst the so-called exact sciences, 
but the acknowledgment of educated men, that it is the 
noblest and most comprehensive amongst them. ' 

Having the honor, as I believe, of being the first in this 
country to teach infantile pathology as a distinct and fully 
independent branch of medical education, I did not deem it 
proper to begin with a subject liable to be misunderstood, 
mistaken, or raiflconstrued. A subject of this description I 
have therefore determined, in this preliminary course, to 
consider at length, vii. the Physiology and Pathology of 
Dentition — a subject which is but imperfectly understood. 
But there should be nothing mysterious about it; the pro- 
cess of the early formation and the final development of 
t«eCh is well understood, and on this safe basis we are able 
to rest our conclusiona relaUng to pathol<^ and thera- 
peutics. So little, however, can we rely on the correct in- 
terpretaUon of facts by observers, that even here we aluU 
have to contend with prejudice and ignorance. 

You know that among the public at lai^, even among 
the educated part of the community, teething is regarded 
as one of the two scapegoats of all the diseases of in&n- 
tile age. Teething and worms are among mothers acknow- 
ledged as the universal and all-powerful sources of disease. 
Whenever an innocent ascaris orapuny oxyuris bobserved 
in the feeces of a child, worms are, for years to come, con- 
Bidered as the nndoubted cause of any disease that may 
occur. Teething, a normal, physiological development, 
taking place at an a^ which for many reasons is subject to 
a lai^ number of diseases, has a strong hold on the imagi- 
nation of {Tightened mateiW minds. The first dentition 
generally occupies the first two years of early infantile life ; 
a period in which the child is peculiarly liable to diseases 
both numerous and frequently of a dangerous character. As 
the protrusion of a tooth (and in the average a tooth will 
cot every month) is a remarkable phenomenon, and is some- 
thing new and visible to th» eyes of even the most short- 
sighted, it is believed to be the cause of every unfavorable 
oocurrenoe in eariy lib. A mother will bring to yon 
her child, thin, emaciated, and aiuBinic, with ■unken bjtm 
: Am. Mbi>. Tnm, Vol. I., No. 23. 



and the wrinkled physiognomy of old age, and tell you that 
she is well aware the poor thing is suffering from teething, 
and that therefore nothing can be done to alleviate its suf- 
ferings. She wiU never be convinced that her child is dying 
fi^mherown neglect ; butsheliasallowed a slight catarrh of 
the intestines, perhaps, to degenerate into incurable ulcera- 
tion «f their follicles. Thus you will learn that ignorance 
and prejudice will attribute all, or nearly all, the diseases of 
the infantile age to a normal process. To the same cause 
are attributed inftamraaCions of all the external and internal 
organs, the brain and its membranes, air passages andtimga, 
mouth, throat, stomach, and intestinal canal ; as also cough, 
vomiting, diarrhtea, and dysentery, derangements of tiie 
secretion and emission of urine, chronic eruptions of the 
skin, convulsions and paralysis, exudations of serum, and 
extravasations of blood, in any ol the numerous organs of 
the infantile body. Teething is thus considered tlie efficient 
/the terrible diseases which prove iatal to 
rising generation. I can assure yon that 
the readiness to attribute alt the diseases of infantile life to 
teething has destroyed more human beings than many of 
the wars described in history. For though parents are go 
much impressed with the belief of the dangers of teething, 
still they never think of attempting to save the lives of 
their children by counteracting tae supposed life-endanger- 
ing power of a normal process. 

The common supposition that teething is a predisposing 
cause of disease, nay, even a disease in ilseli) j)revailB 
over all civilized and half-civilized countries. What is now, 
however, the behef of the public, has been the conviction 
of the medical world through centuries, almost down to 
the present time. General experience shows that the per- 
suasion of the scientific world, after having been given up 
to make room for more correct opinions, has remained in 
the pubUc at targe ; and it is to be feared that it will not 
soon be removed. And it would be fortunate if this preju- 
dice were confined to the public. But unfortunately it still 
lingers in the medical profession, and it is for this resson 
that I have dwelt upon it so lengthily. Nothing is more 
common, than to hear doctors of medicine, young and old, 
in cases of infantile disease, diagnosticate teething, after 
modier and nurse have done so before; and nothing is more 
frequent liian to be told that the death of a child woe the 
consequence of dentition. I liave seen, in this city, a certifi- 
cate of death, in which the direct catise of the death of a 
child five years of ago, with his jaws (iill of teeth, was 
attributed to teething. Consider for one moment tha 
absurdity of the conclusion that a normal, physiolcwieal - 
process is fatal to the existence of a living bmng. Who 
has ever ventured to assert that menstraation, or pregnancy, 
or the climacteric years, are the direct causes of death 7 
It is equ^ly atwuid to assert it of dentition; yet such 
statements are daily made by physicians. According 
to the census of En^and, in the year 1857, there were 
in the United Kingdom 3,992 deaths from teething, 
3,791 of whidi occurred in children of less than two 
years; 201 in children of from two to five years. Be- 
tween the years 1845 and 1850, there have died in Lon- 
don, according to the report of the registrar-general, no less 
than 3,466 infants from teething, and the disorders caused 
by the general irritation attending dentition; the total 
number of deaths from all causes being 266,271, giving the 
proportion of one death from teething to seventy-four Irom 
all causes. And the census of the state of New York 
offers the foUowii^ numbers ; In the whole stale there 
died, in the year 1855, from teething, 628 children; of, 
these certificates ofcauses of death, 254 were made in New 
York County, 132 in Kings, 35 in Erie, 24 in Benssetaer, 
41 in Albany, 30 in Monroe. It is not stated whether a 
part of those unfortunate children who died from teething 
hod not the fiill contingent set of teeth of first dentition. 

Let me first state that teething, in the common sooepta- 
tion of the term, is not the gradual development or forma- 
tion of teeth, but the time and act of thair penelratinK the 
gums. This takes place, in the krcnge, beginning | front 
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the dstli, seventh, or eiglith montlis lo tlje Iwealy-fourth 
or thirtielli month of life. 1 may also in this place enume- 
rate the sjniptoiiis whicll arc often observed during, or 
(shall I say) in consequence of teetUin^. In a large num- 
ber there are no symploms at all. The first, and the second, 
and perhaps ali the other leetli, will cut, and without any 
disease or trouble of any kind. In others the mattth is 
hot «od red, with the exception of those thin parts of the 
gums below which the teeth ore visible ; even the lips Iwve 
ft higher color and tumpieraiure ; the child puts iis fingen, 
or anything in ils reach, into the moutli ; is pleased with 
having its gums rubbed; bites the nipple when sucking; 
or if the mouth is inflamed and aphths are present, and 
the (oosils swollen, it is disinclined to take the breast, try- 
ing it oi\en, but just as olten loosing iu hold. At tl>e same 
time tliere Ls a copious salivation, the sahva being usually 
tough, viscid, and more like mucus than saliva. The child 
has all the usual symptoms of dight or moderate fever; 
worm hands, a rapid pulse, flushed or pale face, intense 
thirst, vomiting, constipation, or diorrhoua with green 
mucous passages. The most common of these is diarrlicea. 
Pain in the bowels is very common, as digestion appearm 
disturbed ; tears are secreted abundantly ; the bloodvessels 
of tlie conjunct! viD are injected. A slight cough, lioarseness, 
pMn in passing the scanty urine, secretion from the nose, 
are not unfrequent occurrences. Such symptoms are apt 
to disappear entirely in three or four days or a week, with 
or without treatment. But sometimes the symptoms are 
graver from the beginning, or they are aggravated bjr 
endemic or epidemic influences, or the peculiarities of indi- 
ridual dispositions to diseafe. 

In some cases the fever will not disappear so readily 
without leaving grave consequences ; the pulsations of tlie 
heart and arteries wiJt not decrease in number ; the action 
of tlio heart will not be of less power and impetuosity than 
before ; the tongue, moulli, and lips remain dry ; thirst so 
exti-eme that you cannot take the tumbler from your 
Uttle patient's hands before he has completely emptied It. 
Beapiration is accelerated, numerous, abort, and supt^rficiaL 
The eye is sensitive to (lie light; headache becomes mani- 
fest from the corrugation of tlie muscles of the eyebrows, 
and the peculiar aspect of suffering. Excretions and secre- 
tions are scanty, feces dry and hard, urine red. Vomiting 
and diarrhoea, if they had been present before, now cease. 
The child will ap|>ear more depressed, but easily excited ; 
■li^t local convulsions will prove the introduction to severe 
stUcks, which generally terminate fatally. In other cases 
the tongue is bard, dry, black ; teeth and lips of the same 
color, corresponding with the symptoma characteristic of 
^phoid fever. Such cases are very likely to terminate 
ntally. The last symptoms in such cases are paralysis of 
•ome abdominal organ, especially of some part of the intes- 
tine. Another trun of symptoms attributed to teething, is 
the following: A child is feverish ; pulse frequent and small; 
temperature of the extremities considerable ; but the face is 
pale from the beginning; lips and mucous membrane of the 
moutli hot, red, and dry; tongue covered with a greyish 
white fur; restlessness; anxiety; respiration hurried and 
short; vomiting and diarrhoea. Frequently such a depres- 
uon of the general stcengtli is combined with these symp- 
toms — the more so as the most intense and ofl«n repeated 
vomiting and diarrhcea are very apt to exhaust the little 
patients — that the child dies in a day or two in convul- 
Nona consequent upon inanition, and local or general paraly- 
sis. In a certain number of cases the principal symptoms 
^cease, and the child recovers. In a certain other number 
vomiting will stop, but the diarrhcsa continues. The 
deluded mother who felt a little uneasy at the severe 
character which teething seemed lo have assumed. Is grati- 
fied, alter the main symptoms hare passed by, to find that 
her child is euBering from diarrhcea only, and that in this 
manner teething wiU be made easy and comfortable. But 
alas I thia deception on the part of^ the mother is too oAen 
fatal to the child. The diarrhoea is allowed to go on for 
daya and weary wedis ; the digestion becomes hopdewly 



destroyed; the abdomen immensely distended with ga-s; 
the mesenteric g-lands swollen and impermeable to chyme; 
the catarrh and over secretion of the glandular follicles of 
the intestine lead to deep ulcerations of the intestinal canal ; 
the diarrhcea becomes also more frequent, serous, mucous, 
or bloody ; the arms and legs of the little sufferer dwindle 
away ; and the countenance becomes emaciat«d and senile. 
The scene closes with a consoling certificate from some 
doctor or druggist, affirming that teething was the cause of 
death. Thus millions of infants are destroyed by ignorant, 
prejudiced, and incorrigible advisers. I say incorrigible. I 
know that mothere will always consult their prejudices 
Brsl, the prejudices of their neighbors next, perhaps at 
some late time common sense, and finally they may seek 
the advice of an educated medical man. I. know that 
a mother who has just consigned a beloved child to the 
grave, will go home wllh tlirobbing heart, and repeat the 
follies which cost her the child she haa lost If you remon- 
strate with her for neglecting the second, as she did the 
first, slie will reply. Was not the child teething? Would 
you prevent the child from teething naturally? Is not 
teething necessary? Was it her fault that the diild got 
teeth witli difficulty? The true inference would be that 
nature neglected much, and that it was greatly at fault ia 
the matter of dentition. I once read ihe newspaper 
announcement of the death of a child, in which the parents, 
while inviting all tlieir friends and acquaintances to attend 
the funeral, affirmed that " the Lord hauled the dear dild 
up to heaven by the teeth." Now, in this case, neither the 
father nor mother was at fault 

I shall not, in this place, proceed to point out the other 
symptoms of diseases attributed, whether rightly or wrongi j, 
to teething, as the symptoms of cerebral inBammalioDS, of 



subjects for practical purposes. It will better answer mj 
design to give you a sketch of what denlition is, anatomi- 
cally and physiologically, in order to show clearly the nor- 
mal and abnormal course it may take. I shall thus be abl« 
to explain and limit the nnmberless complaints generally 
attributed to teething. If I can relieve your minds of the 
impression that dentition destroys the thousands and even 



be abundantly satisfied. 

CLINICAL LECTURES. 

DELIVERED AT TUB H. 0. CU^BIXr HOSFITAL 

BY AUSTIN FLINT, M.D., 



Lecture L 

on pitlmonart emfhtseua. 

£mharr<used respiration and lividHt/nol dittiiuMve of Em- 

phyarma. — Mode of determining their l>~ue caute. — Exvittnet 

of Pleurisy uiith effusion. — Anatomical characters of Em' 

phyaema. — Conditiim of the air-ceU*and tubes. — T^s oon- 

di'ftoR of the lung ei^lains tJie tfyspntca and Uvidity. — His- 

tvry of a ease. — Jts Treatment. 

Gevtlemek— In my last clinical lecture, I invited yoor 

attention to a patient in one of my wards who was auffer- 

iag f^atl^ from dyspncea, and who presented oonsideraUe 

lividity of the prolabia and face. These were the most 

firominent of tlie symptoms in the case. The respiratory 
imction was seriously compromised. The suflering in con- 
sequence was great, and the lividity showed incompletenem 
of the normal olood-changes which should be wrought by 
the interchange of certain elements with the atTCoephere. 

I stated to you tliat this patient was affected with pul- 
monary emphysema, and that the case would probably end 
fatally withm a abort time. Thia p - ' •^- •> 
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fliled. Death took place the day before jcsterdny. The dys- 
pnoea increased, lividity became more marked, and the 
patient died from asphyxia aod exhaustion comliiiied. The 
contents of Ihc che!<t have been removed, and are on llie 
table before me. I shall dcvoW thia lecture to some remarks 
on emphysema in connexion with the iiislory of tliis case, 
and the morbid appearances presented af^er death. 

The prominent symptoms in this case vere embarrassed 
respiration and lividity. Now these symptoms are not 
distinctive of emphysema. We could not predicate on 
them the existence of emphysema. These symptoms are 
present in a variety of affections; they occur in certain dis- 
eases of tbe heart; in pneumonia when it extends over a 
large portion of the lungs; in acute phthisis; in pleurisy 
with large effusion ; in capillary bronchitis, asthma, and 
obstruction of a bronchus. How did we arrive at tlic con- 
clusion that the symptoms were not incident to any of these 
aflections, but to emphywmn? The history and associated 
symptoms enabled us to exclude readily some of (hem. The 
dyspnica had existed continuously for too long a period to be 
consistent with the diagnosis of pneumonia, acute phthisis, 
capillary bronchitis, or asthma. Moreover, other symptoms 
which we should expect to find in connexion with either 
of these affections, were wanting. Thus, reasoning by way 
of exclusion, we could readily eliminate these ; but the 
other affections named were not so readily excluded by the 
history and symptoms. It was necessary to call to our aid 
tlie results of a physical exploration of the chest. Having 
recourse to these, we were able to exclude without diffi- 
culty other of the affections. Disease of the heart, pleuri- 
tic effusion, and bronchial obstruction, were eliminated by 
finding certain siijns wanting which should have been pre- 
sent, had these affections existed. In this way, we reached 
tbe conclusion that the prominent symptoms in the case 
■were due to emphysema, employing a method of reasoning 
often extremely serviceable in tlie discrimination of diseases. 
But the diagnosis was rendered more complete by the pre- 
sence of certain phy.iical signs which positively denoted the 
existence of emphysema, and the examination after death 
has veridod the correctness of the diagnosis. 

Let me now direct your attention to the anatomical 
characters of emphysema, as presented in the lungs before 
me. But before speaking of these, I will refer you to cer- 
tain appearances which show that at some period of the 
life of the patient, not very recent, he was affected with 
pleurisy. This is a fact of interest, since it is very probable 
that the attack of pleurisy may have had something to do 
with the production of the emphysema. In removing the 
lungs from the chest, they were strongly adherent to the 
thoracic walls on the left side, and entirely free from adhe- 
sion on the right side. You observe that the whole of tbe 
left lung is inve*sted with a firm false membrane, which is 
attached to tlie visceral pleura by an adventitious structure 
resembling the areolar tissue. Over the tower part of the 
lung the &\ae membrane is thick and leatlicrv-, and on slit- 
ting it up, several ounces of a puruloid liquid escape. This 
liquid is exterior to the lung, being situated between the 
false membrane and the pleura covermg the lung. It is the 
residue of a liquid effusion which was probably large when 
the patient was affected with pleurisy, before the pleuritic 
adhesion had taken place. This liquid still separates the 
false membrane from the Tiscoro! pleura in some small 

Sicca. Directing attention to the lungs, you perceive that 
ej are notably voluminous. In a healthy chest, when it 
is opened, tbe lungs, if not adherent to the thoracic walla, 
collapse more or less, leaving a vacant space between (hem 
and the walls of the chest. The lung m tliis case was not 
collapsed on the right side, in which no adhesions existed. 
It is now two days since the organs were removed, and 
still, as you see, their volume is remarkably large. They 
look as if they had been artiBcially inflated. This is one of 
tbe characters of emphysema, the special anatomical condi- 
tion consisting in permanent dilatation of the air cells. The 
lungs were abnormally expanded during life, owing to the 
dilatation of the chest They remain so after death. The 



elasticity belonging to these organs in health is so much 
impaired that the expanded volume continues, notwith- 
standing they have been handled considerably, and if sus- 
pended they would retain mu<h of tlieir pi-eaent volume 
until dried. Another of the characters belonging to lungs 
affected with emphysema is an exsanguine appearance. 
They appear to be absolutely devoid of Wood. Lveo in the 
posterior porlJons, which are usually foimd to be congested 
after death, the vessels seem to be empt^. This represents, 
to some extent, a morbid state, existing, as wc shall pre- 
sently see, during life. Another character is a doughy or 
cushionly feel, which you will find to be well marked in 
this specimen. Another character is a remarkable dryness 
of the tissues ; when a section is made no liouid escapes, 
and very little is squeezed out by pressure. Them! are tlie 
obvious characters of eniphysema. On close examinatJOQ 
of the cut surface?, in some sjiecimens, the cells arc seen to 
be enlarged, and sometimes cavities greater or less in Mie 
and more or less numerous, arc apparent. These are caused 
h^' destruction of the cell walls and coalescence of the cells. 
They are especially conspicuous in dried preparations. I 
have a beautiful specimen of (his description which I 
obtained in this hospital last winter ; the lungs presenting, 
on section, an appearance of these organs in the balrachian 
species of unimals. Cavities of large size are occasionally 
produced by coalescence of tbe cells. Those appearances 
are not presented in this specimen. The cells seem to be 
simply and uniformly dilateo. 

Emphysematous dilatation may be limited or diffused 
over the whole lungs. In thia specimen it extends over 
the whole of the right lung, but is relatively greater in the 
anterior and superior portion, as is usually the case. On 
the left side it extends over the whole upper two-thirds of 
the lung, and the lower tliird, instead of being expanded, is 
contracted. On cutting into this contrncled portion, the 
substance of the lung is found to be condensed. It is car- 
nified, and contains, for the most part, no air. This appear- 
ance clwms notice as perhaps having a bearing on the pro- 
duction of the emphysema. On mdcing repeated sections 
into the carnifiea portion of the lung, I find an oblong, 
irreguhr cavity, which appears to be lined with a mem- 
brane, from which I scrape a bloody, mucous-tike substance. 
This has not the appearance of a tuberculous cavity. It is 
probably a dilated bronchial tube. I find no tuberclespre- 
sent anywhere. The bronchial glands are enlarged. I^re, 
at the bifurcation of the trachea, on each aide, is an 
enlarged gland the size of an almond. On cutting into it 
an abundance of carbonaceous matter is apparent 

Let us otiserve the condition of the air tubes. Following 
the trachea to the bronchi, and the sub-divisions of these as 
far as tliey can be traced, they present no appearance of 
contraction or obstruction. The mucous membrane every- 
where is covered with a thick layer of mucus. When this 
is scraped away the membrane is intact On the right aide 
the membrane is reddened. The membrane seems to be 
thickened, but it is consistent, and there are no ulcerations. 

The heart has been removed, attached to the lungs by its 
vessels. It is about the normal size. I open tlie cavities. 
The walls are about the normal thickness, and present the 
appearance of healthy, muscular structure. All the cavities 
contain some loose, soft, black congula, and ench ventricle 
contains, also, a coloriess clot intertwined with the ten- 
dinous cord, and from the left ventricle projecting for several 
inches into the aorta. These clots suggest remarks whicli 
I defer for some other occasion. All the valves of the heart 
are sound. 

Reverting to the condition of the lungs, can we explain 
the ralionide of tlie prominent symptoms in the case, viz. 
tlie dyspnoea and lividity 7 By reference to this condition, 
a little Rtlention will, I think, render the connexion suffi- 
ciently intelligible. The effect of a permanent dilatation of 
the air celts is an abnormal expansion of the lungs during 
life, continuing, as we have seen, after death. Owing to 
the loss of elasticity, the lungs no longer collapse in the 
absence of a fbrce producing their expansiou, Whatu tha 
dby VjOOQIC 



400 



FLINT ON PULMONARY EMPHYSEMA. 



DmI^ISI 



effect upon tbe respiratory movcmenU ? The ruige of Che 
expansion or the chest 19 diminished. Tbe permanently 
expanded lung-, in die Qret place, limils the eipiratory 
movemeota; (lie cliest contract less with the ticl3 of 
expiration, and, consequently, the inspiratory movcmenU 
are restricted. The chest m habitually in the litate of an 
inspiratory act partially performed ; or, in other words, tlie 
eipiralory act is habitually performed ineomplelely. Tou 
see, with & momeat's reflection, that in this way the ran^ 
of the alternate expansion and contraction of the chest in 
the alternate acta of inspir«tioD and expiration, ia diminished 
in proportion to the extent of the perroanent expansion of 
the lungs. I can illustrBte the point which I wish to 
explain by thia pnir of bellows. I separate tlie handles of 
the bellows aa wiJeir as poraible, and thereby draw in a 
certain quantity of air ; then I bring Uie handles as near 
together as possible, and I expel the air Irom the bellows 
It is true uiat the comparison ia not exact, becsa^e the 
chest is never so completely voided of air as the bellows, 
but the parallel ia sufficient for the illustration. Now, sup- 
pose there is some obstacle interposed to prevent the 
approximation of tbe handles of the bellows, and the air is 
consequently expelled in part only, the range of the blowing 
capacity in the bellows ia evidently diminished just in pro- 
portion aa the expulsive movement is prevented. In an 
analogous manner the permanent expansion of the lungs in 
emphysema, by oppoaiog an obstacle to the movements of 
expiration, restriclfi the extent of breathing capacity. 

How does this vompromiee tlie respiratory functiona? 
There is no deficiency of air within the cells of the lungs. 
An over abundance of air, in fact, belonga to the morbid 
condition. But it is residual or stagnant air which is 
abundant. The volume of moving or ddal air, in the 
acta of inspiration and expiration, wis below the quantity 
required for the function of respiration. The respiratory 
function is dependent on a sufficient quantity of moving 
air. This being inadequate, tlie blood fails to receive from 
the air in^ired a sufficient quantity of oxygen, and the 
expired current fails to carry away from the blood a suf- 
ficient quantity of carbonic acid gas. Hence the inter- 
change of these elements between the blood and the 
atmoaphere ia incomplete. Dyapnoca and lividity are 
incidental to the imperfect accomplishment of the respi- 
ratory function. The patient feels a painful sense of the 
want of fresh supplies of air. This constitutes the symp- 
tom called dyspnoea. Impelled by this suffering from 
the want of "r, he instinctively employa laborious efforts 
to obtun iL Henoe are called into pUy all the muscles 
which enlarge the capacity of the chest in the act of 
inspiration, and which compress the lungs by contraction of 
the cheat in the set of expiration. But if emphysema 
exist to snch an extent t^at the most laborious efforts of 
breathing are insufficient to aatisfy the objecia of respira- 
tion, not only doea tbe dyspnoea continue, but the imper- 
fection of the blood changes which should be wrought by 
the reepiratoiT function, are manifested by hvidity in 
parts where t£e vermilion hue of arterial blood is con- 
spicuous in health, viz. The prolabla, the mucous mem- 
brane within the mouth, and, to some extent, the cutaneous 
iurliuie, especially on the face. 

There is another mode in which emphysema compro- 
mises the re^iratory function, vie. By impeding the 
circulation of the blood through the lungs. I have pointed 
out the exsanguine i^pearance in the spedmen on the 
table. For the same reason that the lungs are exsanguine 
after death, the blood is deficient in these on;ans during 
life. The air in the dilated cells compresses me capillary 
terminations of the pulmonic artery, and in this way 
obstructs the passage of blood through the pulmonic cir- 
cuit. The function of respiration, therefore, suffers from 
the want of a sufficient supply of blood to the Iuoks, as 
well as from the want of a sufficient supply of fresh air. 
This obstruction to Ihe circulation through tbe lungs 
necessarily lends to an accumulation of blood in the rignt 
caviUea of the heart, and to stagnation in the syatemio 



veins and capiltaries. The tividity is partly attiibnlable 
to this Et^nation, as well as in part to defi(nent oifgeoa- 
tion of tlie blood. As a result of an accumulation cJ 
blood in tbe right cavities of the heart, they become dis- 
tended and enlarged, and ulterior effects which may occur 
are cardiac hypertrophy and dilatation. 

If the anatomical condition which constitutes emphy- 
sema be understood, together with the mode in whidi it 
compromises respiration and interferes with the drcaU- 
tiun, the symptomatology of the aflection will be sufficiently 
intelligible. The signs obtained by the physical explora- 
tion of the cliesl are also understood without difficnlly. 
1 do not propose to enter into a consideration of these it 
this time. I shall consider them in connexion with other 
cases of emphysema which will come under our obserri- 
tion during the winter. I will simply say that yon have 
only to keep before the mind's eye the permanent expan- 
sion of the lungs as you now see them, to undersUnd 
that, when situated within the chest, the latter will be 
enlarged in proportion to the increased volume of tbe 
pulmonary organs; that the normal oblique direction of 
the ribs will Be diminished in proportion as the thoracic 
walls are elevated and expanded and the direction will 
approximate to a boriiontalline ; that the costal movements 
will be lesa than occurs in labored breathing in health; 
that, inaanuch as there is no deficiency of air in tbe lir 
cells, the chest will be sonorous on percussion, and that, 
since the range of movements of the lungs and chest i> 
diminished, the respiratory sound obtained by ausculta- 
tion will be weakened. There are certain modificatioaa 
of the form of ^e chest, of its motions, of the perctUGion 
note, and of the rhythm of the respiratory murmur, which 
constitute positive phywcal signs of this affection. These, 
I shaL point out to you on other occasiona. 

I will now give from m<r Hoqiital Book a condeoKd 
account of the previous history of the case which bu 
served aa a text for this lecture, together with the symp- 
toms and phy^cal signs. I ^all not Stop to oSbr any 
comments, but I fhall afterwards devote the remainder of 
the lecture to some remarks on the pathology and treat- 
ment of emphysema. 

The patient, a laborer, aged 36, was admitted inU> ihe 
hoapitaf fiAeen days before his death. He had been ia 
the hospital eleven days when my time of service com- 
menced. He stated that he was well and strong up to 
two years a^o. He then began to notice deficiency of 
breath on active exercise. About the same time (he w» 
not cerHun whether shortlv before or after) he ''e8*°J° 
cough and expectorate. iTie deficiency of breath, cough, 
and expectoration progressively increased, but he kept at 
work until August last, when he was obliged to give up. 
He Jid not take to the bed UU he eni«red the hospilaL 
When he entered he was greatly prostrated. The lower 
extremities were ccdematous. The dyspnoea was urgent- 
He waa treated, before he came under my charge, wiin 
the syrup of morphia, brandy, good diet, and occaeionaDy 
the brown mixture. His condition became, in some 
respects, improved. The oedema of the lower extremilMe 
di sapp eared. He seemed kss prostrated. 

When I took chai^ of tbe patient, tbe cough was fre- 
quent and Bpaamodic, and he expectorated '''"''^'P^ 
muco-purulent matter. Tbe breathing was greatly l»«^ 
ed, the inspirations spasmodic, tbe respirations numbennK 
36. The lace and lips were tumid. The prolabU «« 
tongue were livid, and the (ace also presented a livid hue. 
The appetite was good and the bowda r^ular. ^^ 
pulse waa 120. The surface waa OOoL The dyspnte* a™ 
not prevent him from lying down, and he prelerred to u* 
on the left side. . 

On physical examination of the chest, the rite «na 
sternum were raised in inspiration, as if they (bnned 00 
piece. The larynx descended in each inspiratieu- TW 
cheat presented at its upper part a barrel ehipe. '.^ 
lower part waa contracted in mspiration. The '*'^]"2 
of the ribs waa diminished. The peicussion Bouna if» 
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eveiywhere dear. The resonance extended over the 
pwcMrdia. The EOnorousness was not great, but tlie 
chest Tvas pretty thickly covered with muscle, Tlie respi- 
ratory murmur in front, on the left side, was extremely 
weak. The inspiratory sound was notably deferred. On 
the right side, the respiratory murmur was lead weak, the 
ejtpiratcry sound prolonged and lower ia pitch than the 
inspiratory. Behind, the murmur was scarcely perceived 
OD the left side, and was feeble on the right side. Sibi- 
lant rfiles were frequent on both sides, and, here and there, 
mucous riles. The apei-beat of the heart was not dis- 
coverable. An obscure impulse was felt in the epigas- 
trium just below and to the left of the ensifonn cartilage. 
The heart sounds were scarcely audible in the praecordia, 
cither at the rituation of the base or apex. Both sounds 
were heard in the epigastrium, the second sound being 
loader than the first No cardiac murmur was disco- 

The urine was not albuminous, and I may state in this 
connexion, that the kidneys aft^r death presented a nor- 
mal appearance. 

My treatment consisted of the chlorate of potassa, half 
Ma ounce daily, the syrup of morphia pro re nala, brandy 
three ounces three times daily, and good diet 

The labor of breathingand the suffering from the want 
of breath continued. The lividity increased, and death 
took place on the fourth day after the patient came under 






Original Commttitirations, 

DIPHTHERIA, AS REGARDS ITS SPECIFIC 

TREATMENT. 

BT WM. MASON TURNER, M.D., 

Afl this dreadfiil malady has not yet disappeared from our 
land, but continues to r^ in difierent sections of the 
country, indiscriminately, I deem it not amiss to spread 
befbre the profession a plan of treatment which has proved 
eminently successful in this region. I beg to assure my 
medical eonfrertg that I do this without the slightest ego- 
tism ; I give the treatment not altogether as my own, but 
whoUy-with the ideaof alleviating some of the ills of huma- 
nity — resultants of diphtheritic aSectiona — and of addmg a 
wiUing mite towards removing the sufferings of the people. 
I have chosen, for good reasons, the Ahiricam Medical 
Tons, as a most fitting organ through ' which to make 
known the peculiar views which follow. 

It is not my purpose to go into the etiology, nature, 
origin, umilarity m points of resemblance with other dis- 
eases, etc, eta, of ihphtheria. AH of these points I have 
fiilly discussed, as far as my abilitv enabled me, in a recent 
number of the Charleston MeHoal Journal. In that article 
1 gave a historv, in epitome, of diphtheria from its first 
^tpearance, untu some twenty-two months W3, in the State 
<^New York, it again showed itself, a most &tal and malig- 
nant scourge. I shall not dwell here, then, longer than to 
state generally that I think the disease is owing to malarial 
influence, and that it is essentially a blood-poisoning, with 
a great degeneracy and breaking down of the vital forces- 
antithetical, in fact, to stheniem, which is only present in local 
inflammatorr points. I deem it necessary to state this 
much in defence of my treatment; rather, I should say, in 
defence of the treatment generally followed here mnd 
throughout Yirginia. At this point, I mav as well say that 
I do not now by any means s^ree with tne views I enter- 
imed aod expressed in the article written for the Charla- 
(on Journal. 1 refer wholly and emphatically to the 
opinions I then held ooncermng the trtalnuTit. Suffice it 



to say for the present, that I thtn discarded all tptdfia, and 
clung pertinaciously to general principles ; clung so perti- 
naciously, in fact, and with such a strong faith in my 
remedies, that I buried several of my patients before I 
relinquished the old plan, and sought safety in specifics. 
To this, however, I may refer aj?ain in this paper. 

The treatment of diphtheria, like the treatment of most 
other diseases, is dependent on a multitude of circum- 
stances ; on the condition of the patient when seen by the 
physician— on his means for providing proper sustenance — 
on the attention he receives — on the peculiar situation in 
which he may be placed as regards wet or dr^ localities — 
on the temperament of the patient — on constitutional ten- 
dencies and attributes, etc. Tet, speaking generally, we 
may materially reduce these circumstantial conditions, and 
arrange our treatment according to the Ume we see the 
patient that is, for diphtheria in the earli/ ttage, and diph- 
iAeria hi the advanced ttage. The treatment for the early 
stage is the same as t/utuld be employed in the advanced 
stage ; yet, owing to physical obstacles, the treatment has 
to be varied for the tatter. When I first encountered diph- 
theria, I was led to treat it as I would have treated any 
case of ordinary angina, or any case of local and general 
inflammation. De^etants, mercurial alteratives, leeches, 
blisters, caustic and compound sage gargle, constituted my 
treatment There is no denying that the greater portion 
of my patients recovered; yet knowing what I do now 
concerning the affection, I cannot attribute their restora- 
tion to h«ilth entirely to my remedies. Those patients, in 
whose treatment I employed mercury and local depletante, 
fared worse; where I did not use mercury and local deplete 
ants, Idid not kit a aue. I was thus led to study more 
minutely the disease, and its train of many nngnlar symp> 
toma. This study convicted me of the error of m^ treat- 
ment, and solved some of those inexplioble tenmnatioos 
which I had oflen ob«erved vrith astonishment in mj prac- 
tice. I soon determined that the disease was ultimately 
turthenic, and from this one fact, I derived a basis for what 
I consider sound treatment. 

Without referring to this further, I will come to the suh; 
ject in hand. When I am called to a patient with diph- 
theria, I immediately put that patient, anerme or pUlhorie, 
on tonic treatment — tonic, both so fiv as regards meditwM 
and nutriment. It matters not what may be the contra- 
indicating symptoms, I always direct tonics ; even, in feet, 
if the pulse is 125 to the minute. My success bears out 
the treatment. At the same time, I institute the ditinfee- 
tant or chlorine treatment. With these combined, alone — 
the tonics and the disinfectants — and without the aid of 
caustic and washes, I am almost confident of success. I do 
not mean to say bv this, that I ignore gargla ; far from it ; 
in conjunction witn the mtemal tonic and disinfectant treats 
ment, 1 always employ gardes, and gargles of a disinfectant 
nature. I studiously avoid probangs; I look upon them if 
instruments of torture and of dcau. I hnow I have seen 
cases which died from the constant mopping to which the 
throat was subjected. Mopping has only one efiect-~rtbat . 
of stimulating the surfaces, causing them to throw out the 
false membranes more vigorously than ever. I hftve used 
the probang and the different washes, caustic and stimulant, 
and never experiencing any success from their employment^ 
I now discard them altogether. When the diphtheritic 
membrane is confined to the buccal region, hard and soft 
palate, and lips, I oflen employ, by direct application, equal 
parts of oL ohv>e and spir. terebinth. ; I never scrub the 
parts, however, with the liniment I give explicit direc- 
tions that it uiall be applied with a toft rag, and Uruched 
very gently. 

Under the head of tonic^ I use quiuia and iron dnefly. 
I prefer the tinct ferri munat much above all other tonics. 
In more advanced stages, where deglutition is impossible, I 
employ nutritive enemata, to which I add a large propor- 
tion of sulph. quiniie. Under the head of disinfectants, I 
give potass, cblorat chiefly and almost wholly. I have 
employed, with decided advanb^e, snlph. qninie and c^lo- 
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mode ot combinalion with mc is to order a solutio 
potass, chlorat., and give ivith it the tinci. ferri muriat. in 
doses to suit ailult, boyhood, or infantile ago. As a gargle, 
I like none better than the Tollowing: 
9 Potass'. Chlorat. 3jes. 
Tinct, Myrrh, ) , . , 
Md. Boracis. { ** -J*^ 
Hydrochlor. Acid, dilut. gtt. it. 
AqiuB TodL ; iv. 
M.— S. Use often. 
Or smplj, 

Q Labarraque's aolutiou { ij. 



M.— S. 






I generally direct a flannel rag, saturated with ol. tere- 
binth., to be placed around the neck. With all of this 
treatment, a highly nutritious diet is almost indispensable — 
oysters, broths, beef, mutton, and chicken teas, port^wine, 
good brandy, etc. A proper attention shonid also be given 
to Ihe prima viiB. I never administer emetics, save in the 
wry earliat stages. For more advanced cases the same 
treatment is applicable, and when the cesophagua is no 
longer able to perform its ofBcu, the tnedjcinea and diet, 
Bi^tautifdly aa du'ected above, must be exhibited by the 
rectum. The gargle, mode with Labarraque'a solution and 
water, in such caaea, can be syringed with advants^ into 
the Dual cavities, and into the mouth and throat The 
entire treatment may be thua concisely summed up^Tbnii: 
and dinn/edant {the latter internally and topically), all 
combined with rich diet Best tonics — aulph. quinice and 
tine feiri muriat Best disinfectanla — potass, chlor. and 
add bydrochlor. dilut Best local dtsinfeclant, in form of 
gargle-— Labarraque's solution et aqua pura, or any garf^le in . 
whicli, with other ingredients, a dieinfectant bears a large 

Eroporlion. Such is the treatment which we usually follow 
ere. Sudi ia our reliance on it, that in niit« out o^ten 
ooaca of diphlhtria, we consider tlie prognosis as favorable. 
With the liope that some of the medical brethren, especially 
at the North (fur it is in substance adopted in the South), 
will give this treatment a fair tnal, I lay it, with all due 
TMpecl, before the profession at large. 
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Ci.ssXI.—En'largid TestUU. — A.B.,8Ct. 37years,states,that 
twelve years ago, six months after connexion, he had achan- 
cre which was healed at ihe end of two weeks ; he has never 
suffered from secondary symptoms of any kind, and now 
preaents himself with an enlargement of the right testicle 
which commenced three months ago. He has always been 
temperate in his habits, and, though quite pole, considers 
himself in pretty good health. His lungs are sound, and 
bis family has always enjoyed good heallli, with tiie excep- 
tion of his mother, however, who died of carcinoma. The 
tnmor ia pyriforra and heavy ; the scrotum is perfectly 
healthy ; the condition of the cord is wholly normal. On 
placing a lighted candle behind the tumor, that peculiar 
translucency, which ia diagnostic of hydrocele, is observable. 
The quantity of water within the tunica vaginalis ia not 
large ; the hard heavy testicle can be easily felt. 

IKagnotU. — In this case tiiere ia disease of the testicle, 
complicated with hydrocele, which last ia not a disease by 
itself but is symptomatic of the Gr't: our attention is 
therefore directed to the teaticle. This cannot be a syphi- 

■0 affection of the organ; the history of the case precludes 



such a conclusion ; it is probable that Ihe sore, whicb the 
patient dt-soribes as having occurred six months after cod- 
nexion, was an accidental inflammation destitute of a sj«- 
ciQc character. Nor is it dependent upon any urelhrd 
diaurder, for the canal has always been healthy. If (be 
disease were cancerous in its nature, Ihe cord wouM be 
enlarged, and there would be Coaler vascularity ^ du 
parts adjacent to the testicle. There is a simple chronic 
form of orchitis, wliich is usually referable te a blov, i 
strain, or undue pressure of the organ ; but there it do sudi 
exciting cause in this case. Tliis is probably a scrolijloui 
inflammation of the testicle, commencing in tbe epididj- 
mis, involving the testes. It consists in the efluaon iDto 
the substance of the oi^n of imperfectly organized Gbrine, 
which gradually enlarge^ and finally ulcerated, throagfa tbe 
scrotum, forming a fungous protrusion, and endmg, not 
unfrcquently, in the complete disorganization of the nbole 
testicle. 

Trtatmmt — The plan of treatment is that which mi 
devised long before the use of iodine was ever known; it 
is alterative and tonic in its character. Relinnce is to be 

E laced upon nouri^ing food, and the alterative actioo of 
ydrnrg.bichlorid. united with some tonic preparation, snch 
as tinct cinchonse Co., or syrup, ferri iodid. This patient will 
probably derive much benefit from the administratioo, three 
times a day, of a pill containing hydrarg. bichlorid -^i^-, 
eit, conii, ii. gr. ; also, after each meal, syrup, ferri lodidi, 
xv-xx. gtt 

A mild iodine ointment maybe employed locally; Ibe 
accumulation of water in the tunica vaginalis requires ao 
specific attention. 
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Case Xll,Strktvrt of C/i-ettro.— James C, »L 24, on tbe 
22d of September last stepped upon the coverofa«j«l-bole 
in tlie sidewalk, which, turning, threw him to the ground, 
striking his perineum with gieat violence against the ihirp 
edge of the cover. This injury was followed by consider- 
able swelling of the contused parts, and he was unable lo 
pass his water until a catheter had been introduced, when 
tiiere came from it bolli urine and blood. The cathelw 
was allowed to remain in the bladder for two weeks, during 
which time the swelling had gone on to suppuralion, and 
through the opening came the contents of the abscess sad 
urine. This opening has not healed, and he pisaes wat«r 
in a very small stream and with increasing diffictiltj. 
Through the integument, just beneath tbe arch of lie 
cubes, a portion of the urethra can be felt thickened ind 
indurated, through which even a sm^-aized insDument 
cannot be passed. 

Remarla. — This case presents, in the first place, a contu- 
sion of the perineum and uretlira at the point most liable 
to be injured by external violence, vii. just beneath lie 
arcli of the pubes, where the urethra curves under the 
hone. The contusion was foUowed with consequent disin- 
tegration, leaving a fistula communicating with the urelbn, 
which lias contracted as the process of healing has gone on, 
tiius producing the most intractable form of stricture. 

TrralnKnl. — This consists in dilating the stricture bj 
menus of metallic sounds or bougies, or in dividing it and 
allowing the process of healing to take pJace over a estheler 
left in the bladder. In this case, from tbe difficulty eipe- 
rienced in passing an instrument, the stricture will probuM/ 
require division in order to effect permanent relief 

Cask Xn.—Fasure of the Palate.— A. B., sL 14, was bom 
with a fissure of tiie palate, which appears as a V-shaped 
cleft in the velum pendulum. There is but little deficiency 
in the hard palate, yet tiie deformity is sufficient to imw^ 
the speech, and the deglutition of liquids ia somewhat dim- 
cult 

Shall the patient sutgect himself to an operation tar IM 
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relief of ihU condition ? Tlie operation would consist in 
bringing MgeLber and munt&ining in contact tbe frcslily 
pared edges of the fiBSuri; — an operation nhidi is both diffi- 
cult and dangerous. Ether cannot be given in Ihese eases, 
and the patient's suSerinffs must be prolonged through two 
or three noure of operative interference. The palatal mus- 
def, ntoreoTer, are imperfectly developed, and cannot per- 
form their appropriate functions, even though the operation 
should prove successful in its immediate rcsulu, so that tbe 
speech of the patient is scarcely improved. In this case, 
there is little deficiency of the bony palate, and, if the ope- 
ration could be endured, a gradunl improvement of the 
speech might be hoped for ; but, considering his youth, the 
patient gfaould wiut till he arrives at yeara of maturity, when 
his powers of endurance will be greatly increased. 

Traumatic fissures of the palate may be operated upon 
with perfect success. Tet, even then, the paralysis of the 
palatal muscles is so persistent that in a case of six weeks' 
standing, in an individual tliirtcen years of age, it was six 
iDonths aft«r the operation before the power of articulation 
was perfectly restored. 



CiSM III.— dWomiW Paralytit. — This child, two years 
of age, is suDering with partial paralysis of the iefl leg. It 
is a case of abdominal paralysiSj or dental paralysis, as it 
is sometimes called. It oi/curs, for the most part, in cliil- 
dren during the period of dentition, and is dependent upon 
irritation of the alimentary tract, caused by tbe eruption of 
the teeth, or by the presence of some oSendinfi; body in the 
stomal^ or intestines. The paralysis is preceded by symp- 
toms of general irritation, and usually makes itself suddenly 
manifest. Sometimes it involves the Seg and arm of the 
same side; but it more frequently involves the leg. The 
disease does not affect the encephalon; it has its origin in 
tbe alimentary canal, and is reflected to the limbs by the 
^kinal cord, as was shown by Uarsball HalL It is of more 
frequent occurrence in the summer tlian in tbe winter, 
because the bowels are then most liable to disturbance. 

Prognosu. — Some of these cases recover entirely ; many 
never recover; and if the cliildren live, they ^ow up witli 
shrunken and powerless arms or tegs. This little child 
appears to enjoy good health, and tbe paralysis of her limb 
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> the composition of the purgatives used. Tl 
diet should be carefully regulated; the back should be 
showered with hot water, followed by cold. Dry friction 
should be applied to the limbs, and tincL iodine may be 
rubbed in ^ong the spine. Some form of iron may be 
administered internally, and with it may be united tincL 
nuc. vomictB, as soon as innervation begins to manifest itself 
in the atrophied muscles. Later in the course of treatment 
advantage may be derived from the use of strychnine and 
electricity; but these are agents which should never be 
employed while the existing causes of paralysis remain; 
they are nervous assistants, and are not to be used until 
all congestion or inflammation has been removed, and the 
nervous system is brought into a proper condition for the 
performance of its appropriat« function. 
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EPITBELIAL CAKCES. 

Case XV.—E^piih^ai Cancer of Ike iSbaifp.— Margaret B., 
Kt. 77, had for many years an encysted tumor of the tcatp. 

occupying a poeition a little anterior to the left parietal 
aminenee of the skull. Three years ago, this tumor was 
accidentally bruiaed ; a chronic inflammation of its itmcture 
was excited, and, at the end of two yeara Irom the time of 
the acdden^ it i^ned and discharged a quantity of bloody 



DiagnoiU. — This is an e.tcellent example of epithelial 
cancer of the scalp. This form of disease exbts almost 
invariably upon epitheUal surfaces, as the lip, the back of 
tlie hand, the scalp; and, though sometimes extending to 
deeper ti^ues, it is usually confined to those surfaces. It 
sometimes springs up per k — without apparent cause; it 
sometimes takes its origin from a wound ; sometimes it is 
developed in old scars— it is, in fact, the peculiar cancer of 
scars: in this case it occupies the site of a wen. Epithelial 
cancer sometimes grows as a subcutaneous tumor, but this 
the other varieties of the disease. It 



usufdiy ulcerates at an early period, producing ai 
cence with everted edges, and a warty, cauliflower appear- 
ance. Its structure consists of a mass of epitliclial scales, 
of irregular shape, size, and arrangement, loosely nggregated 
in a fibrous stroma. There are no (rue, superficial granula- 
tions, but there is a raw surface, from wbidi exudes a thin, 
serous fluid, and upon which are many imperfect, thin- 
wailed vessels which bleed very easily. 

Remarks. — This form of cancer enlarges principally by 
exten«on at its edges. It is not as painful as other cancers, 
is slower in its progress, and the ai^acent glands are not as 
apt to be affected ; the prognosis is also more favoraUe. 
'Hie constitution is less apt to be impaired ; yet, after 
ulceration has occurred, the cancerous cachexy usually 
manifests itself, but is not often attended by great emacia- 
tion. The blood is much impoverished, and the skin 
becomes yellow from imperfect elimination of the bile. As 
tbe case advances the limbs swell; ulceration progresses; 
weakness increases ; and the patient dies. 

TTtatmenl. — The removal of this form of cancer g^ves 
more hope of cure than in the other forms of the disease : 
tlie patients survive longer afler operation, and are more 
fi-equently cured. But in this case an operation is contra- 
indicated by at least three reasons : 1. The cancerous 
cachexia is already fiilly established ; 2. The disease is 
so exten^ve that its removal would leave an open sore 
which could not be healed for many months, greatly 
increaang the probability of its return; and, lastly, the 
subjacent boue appears to be involved. The only thing 
tliat can now be done is to palliate the sufferings of die 
patient If there is much pain, rehefmay be obtained from 
U>e use of opium. The extension of the disease may he 
hindered by tlie use of mild astringent ointmanls- and the 
offensive discharge may be checked by strong solutions of 
tannin or acetate of lead. The anaemic condition of the 
patient 

moderate use of alcoholic si 

tinct. nucis-vomicte, thus alleviating the symptoms, ani 
perhaps, prolonging her life for a few weeks or months. 



Case or TwniB, one of which was I 
THE Membrameb. By E. W. Woomok, M.D., of Woodville, 
Ky. — I was caUed, August, 1859, to see a negro woman 
who had given birlh to twins. The second child was bom 
enveloped in the unbroken membranes. The midwife who 
attended the case, supposing the child to be dead, deposited. 
it in a vessel without rupturing tbe membranes, ana Bet it 
away until I arrived, which was at least fifleen minutea 



happened, and presented the vessel for me to in^>ect I at 
once ruptured tbe membranes and found the cord still 
pulsating. I removed the child and succeeded in resus- 
citating it by using friction, artificial respiration, etc. I 
allow«l the cord to remain untouched as long as it pulsated. 
The child waa perfectly livid and apparently dead when I 
commenced to work with it. Tbe breathing wm at flrst 
gasping aad at long intarvala, but finall; 
and qmet, Tba child lived and did well.- 
mal ^tht MnHeal Seiavxi. 
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ANAESTHETICS IN CRIME. 
The diBcoverf of uueelhe«& ii one of the graDdeet triumplu 
of nwa over the infirmities of » mortal nature. It is a coa- 
tribution to the humanitariui progress of science, before 
whidi all Toankind bow in undissembled gratitude. Whe- 
ther rich, whether poor, whether learned or whether 
ignorant, the same doom of suffering and dissolution is 
equally entiled npoit alL And happy must he be who can, 
in the midst of this wildernees of phjucsl suffering, and 
wb«n the arrow of mortal anguish U planted in his own 
bosom, tiirn to a fountain whose waters never fail to soothe 
present pun, nor to blot from the tablets of the mind the 
memory of a terrible ordeal. Since the auspicious day 
when this Lethean ^^nt and minister of good works was 
bora among us, operative surgery has walked with a more 
triumphant st«p throu^ the devious paths of her sorrow- 
Ail domain. No longer hanging in terror over the suffer- 
ing subject of congenital defonnity, of accidental mutila- 
lation, or of chronic disorganicalion, the sujgeon now 
comes sa an instrument of grace to touch, to heal, but not 
to wound, the sick. Being twice as welcome, be is twice 
as successful as before, and leaves his patient wrapt in won- 
der at the painless issue of that ordeal whose Buffering hu 
not extended beyond his imagination. 

Such, in its noblest aq>ecl8, is soKsthesia, and such the 
humane, beneficent part it is destined to play in the hands 
of its legitimate dispensers. Could its use be solely con- 
fined to them, we should have do occauon to write about 
it under the test which forma our prefix. We should find 
SO reason for suspecting that it would play a double part 
in our social as well as our physical economy, and be made 
the insteument of crime, not less than the messenger nf 
mercy. It seems now, however, that human depravity, 
subsidizing all acts to its Eiuister purposes, has prostituted 
the merciful band of aueeathesia to the basest of uses. And 
to-day it stands ready to become, by no unreasonable 
atretdi of the imagination, a fountain pouring out both 
tweet and bitter waters, or better etill, perhaps, a fitting 
similitude to that beech-tree in the Qeorgic, which 



HeTerdieleas, we must remember, that the abuse of a vir- 
tue, or a principle, is no argument ^unst its cultivation or 
dissemination ; thJat the depraving of virtue does not jus- 
tify us in ignoring or extinguishing such a prinoiple, but 
that, once knowing it to be good and able to do good, we 
«re under every obligation to cultivate it, although bold, 
tMtd men should pervert it to their own selfish ends, As 
phyiocians, we are in duty bound to do everything to pro- 
mote any and every discovery in the principle of ansesthe- 
sia, while as good citizens we are equally under obligation 
to warn all of the dangers to which a proatitution of this 
princqjk expoeea them. In doing this we act on the score 
only of prevention, and with little hope of working any 
niM in tlie department of criminal Jurisprudence. Our 



duty ends when we have pointed out the evil, as weD aa 
some of the medical errors into which tribunals may fall — 
have fallen, in fact, in endeavoring to redress the personal 
wrongs 60 wing out of it 

That resort should be had to antesthetics in the perpe- 
tration of burglaries, larcenies, <» homicide, is easily enou^ 
oonceived. Long before the discovery of anmAheaia pro- 
per, victims to the above-named offences were drugged into 
insensibility with preparations of opium introduced into 
liquor. And even at the present day, the clumsier sort of 
villains, the Burkes and the Hares of our metropolitan pur- 
lieus, are wont to carry into effect many of their neCiriouc 
operations by the assistance of narcotics. This is so weD 
Imown that the designation " dru^jed liquor" is instinc- 
tively associated with the idea of criminal design, and the 
places in which such drams are supposed to be concocted 
are avoided by even the lowest class of pot-honae bacdift- 

Now there is a deugn — aside from the greater &(nlity 
afforded for the perpetration of crime by the aid of nar- 
cotics — which must not be overiooked in their admintstz>- 
tion. It is this : The chief witness to the transaction being 
deprived of consciousness at the commission of the offence, 
becomes incspacitated to testify on the trial of the offender. 
As he baa never mealalhf witnessed the crime, and conse- 
quendj had no memory of its history, he can have nothing 
to say about it. His body may exhibit wounds or marks, 
— his clothes may be soiled or torn, his wallet or hia watch 
may be gone — but that gives him no special abibty to iden- 
tify any one in particular as his robber or assailant. He 
has seen nothing of the occurrence of which he it the sub- 
ject, and his testimony is utteriy worthies without oorro- 
borating and eitrinac circumstances, suffident to make out 
■ case, independent of any ipae tltzit of his own. 

From this just rule of evidence. Courts have, however, 
widely departed in cases involving the administration of 
aunsthetics. For some good reasons, whidi, we are 
inclined to think, have no foundation in physics, and sbooM 
not be tolerated in law, witnesses have been allowed to 
testify to the occurrence of facts happening while they 
were in a state of ansstbesia, to which they would not 
have been deemed competent to testify, if in a stale of 
narcotism. Popular conceit associates vrith this latter an 
idea of BtnpefacUon, which it doe^ not attrilHite to the 
former. This, undoubtedly, arises from gross mis^^rehen- 
Non of the effects of etherization upon the organ of the 
mind. For it is evident to »U who have investigated the 
results of narcotism and etherization, that their teleol<^c^ 
effects are analogous in kind, if not in degree, and that 
rither, when pushed to an extreme limit, terminates in 
coma. Supposing, therefore, either state to be a oon^Us 
one in itself why should any difference be made between 
them in the competent^ of a witness to testify 7 Do not 
both nerve action and sentient action equally cease in such 
esse ? And if we admit cutaneous an»stheaia to be simply 
the exponent of a true cerebral annsthena already existing 
during which dreams may poanbly oocur, but during which, 
also, no report of cutaneous, or even nervous stimulation, 
can be considered as developing a correct mental concep- 
tion, how con we safely admit, as a corollary to this propo- 
sition, that what then occurs is sufGciently impressed upon 
the mind to be made the subject of memory and re- 
creation? Uemory depends solely upon attention, and 
bow can he possess any power of at^tion who has no 
dbyCOOglC 



power of will by which to commoDd it? A mim robbed 
while uDder the influence of drugged liquor is not usukII; 
deemed competent to testify to the occurrence ; but a 
woman dragged with ether is deemed competent to testify 
to A npe committed npon her. Is this a correct distinction 
to make? The fkct is well obserred that the physico- 
psychical sensationB, eqwcially thow of an erotic character, 
ue very apt to be excited by the inhalation of ether. 
Such being the aphrodimictl tendency of the aonsthetics, 
ought not Courts to see that proper allowances be made 
therefor in aocusations of rape by a party under their influ- 
ence ? Surely tho trial and conviction of l>r. Beale, in 
Pluladelphia, suEQciently exposes the danger to which a 
large class of professional men are exposed, by the erotic 
excitement bo frequentiy developed in female patients while 
under etherization. Once admit the competency of an 
etherized patient to accurately remember, and afterwards 
testify to the objective features of a supposed outrage upon 
her person, and you open the doors to a flood of most 
unjust, because roost unreUable, evidence. In a state of 
compiet« etherization, whatever sensations exist must be 
purely subjective, and as such, should be allowed to have 
but Uttle objective force. 

On the other hand, and admitting the criminal usea to 
which the ona^thetic agents may be put, as instruments for 
masking the perpetrators of wrong, is it not incumbent upon 
the legislature to ordain that their sale, like that of poisons, 
should be restricted within the narrowest possible limits? 
If it can be shown that they are among the most subtle of 
agents in assisting at the commisnon of outrages upon the 
rights of persons, is it right that they should be indiscrimi- 
nately sold to any and aU who may apply tor them ? It is 
only necessary to have it known bow efficient they are in 
overcoming individual sensation, and blunting individual 
perception of occurrences — stupefying, but not necessarily 
endangering life — swift to act, and leaving few or no traces 
of their action in the system — it is only necessary to have 
this generally known, and we shall soon see a new phase 
of criminality among us. Believing, therefore, that to be 
forewarned is to be forearmed we eamestiy call the 
attention of our profession, and the pubhc authorities to 
these new aspects of tiiiH enchanting and Lethean distil- 
ment 



THE WEEK. 
Ta« Qwaitr^ Report of tt« Suptriniendmi of Police of 
New York, dated Nov. 1, contains some facie of special 
interest relating to public health. The Sanitary Company, 
organized in the spring, proves to be by far the most effi- 
dent Health Body in our city. Sergeant Lord at the head 
of his Squad has, in &ct, done more for the public health 
during the summer than all of our other health organisa- 
tions combined. While the City Inspector has squandered 
hundreds of thousands of dollars upon political dependents 
npon his alms, and the Commissioners of Health have 
held their sesuons with closed doors that the commu- 
nity might not witness their idleness the Sanitary Company 
of the Police have been on the alert, visiting the abodes of 
crime and wretchedness, seeking for and removing the 
causes of disease, and guarding with vigilance the public 
markets. We have watehed the progress of this Company 
dming tho past season with great satisfaction, and believe 
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it deserves unqualified prvsc. The following extract will 
show with what vigilance its duties were performed : — 

"Tho New York report shows there have been 4,562 
cases subject to their supervision acted on, consisting of 
overflowing sinks, filthy houses, yards, cellars, areas, &c,, 
unsafe buildings, ic, of which 841 of the nuisances were 
abated by the department, and 3,721 by the owners, under 
the orders of the department. There were 1,074 steam 
boilers examined, of which number 58 were tested by 
hydrostatic pressure, and seven found to be in such condi- 
tion as to require immediate repair, which, under the order 
of the department, was promptly attended to by the own- 
ers. The sqoad also inspected 197 daughter nouses, the 
condition of nearly all of which is reported to be unsuited, 
in location and construction, for the purposes to which they 
are applied There were also inspected 1,861 tenement 
houses, wliich are located in but four Wards, viz. First 
Ward, 253; Fourth Ward, 466; Sixth Ward, 662; and 
Seventh Ward, 690, tenement-houses. The inspection of 
those in the First and Fourth Wards was made only for 
ascertaining the means of escape in case of fire, ventilation, 
general sanitary contiition, and population, which in these 
two Wards show that of 709 of this class of houses the 



in bad sanitary condition. The population in the whole 
709 houses amounts to 22,859, to which should be added 
the cellar population, in all sorts of buildings, 2,120 souls, 
in order that it may be seen at a glance how living human 
beings are packed away. The measurement of Ihe cellars 
thus occupied shows an avenge of about 270 cubic feet of 
air-space for each person. The examination of the Sixth 
and Seventh Wards was more thorough, and presents the 
following results: There are in these two Wards 1,152 
tenement-houses. %vith a population of 3T.064. Of this 
number tiic means of escape are bad in 728 bouses, having 
a population of 24,648 ; the ventilation is bad in 324 houses, 
having 12,192 population; the sanltjiry condition is bod in 
588 houses, having the population of 20,518 souls; the 
cellar population in these two Wards amounts to 2,672. 
Exact measurements were made of the apartments of these 



air-space is less than 200 for each individual; that, for 
7,229 persons, it is between 200 and 300 cubic feet each; 
that, for 8,817 persons, it is between 300 and 400 feet each ; 
that, for 6,948 persons, it is between 400 and 500 feet each; 
that, for 7,421 persons, it is between 600 and 700 feet each ; 
and that, for 4,164 persons, it is between 700 and 1,000 
cubic feet each. The avera^ quantity of space each person 
is permitted to have, in which to hve, is not much more 
than that required between decks on on emigrant ship, both 
bv the laws of Great Britain and of the United States. 
Tiie Brooklyn report shows that 2,030 cases have been 
acted on, embracing filthy houses, sinks, yards, cellars, cis- 
terns, culverts, &c ; of which 2,021 of the nuisances were 
abated by owners, under the order of the department, and 
only nine were obliged to be abated by the department. 
This ^>caks well for owners in Brooklyn, and shows that, 
in general, they only require to have the proper complaint 
made, when they promptiyapply the remedy." 



Thk prevalence of small-pox in a community may be taken 
as a fair criterion of the degree of public intelligence in 
matters of health. When we consider the loathsome nature 
of the disease, and its viralence, and the simplicity and 
general sj^lication of the means by which it can be totally 
exterminated, we are astonished that such a disease is 
known al all in the civilized world. Portidoxical as it may 
seem, prerentive medicine is not as popular -as curative 
medicine. At this season of the year we ore so aoonstomed 
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to witness Uie appeareoce and spread ofemall-pox, even in 
our most intelligent com in unities, that we have ceased to 
regard Ihe phenomenon sa other than a regular occurrence 
in the couree of the seMons. We have reports of its appear- 
ance with gTi:at virulence in Philadelphia, whose health 
authorities have hitherto proved that city to have the least 
TOortaJitj of any town in the country. If such things are 
allowed to occur in Philadelphia, with its intelligent and 
efficient Health Board, what may we not expect of cities 
like New York, which have no true Sanitary Police, and 
disregard preventive medicine ? The following items from 
the PhSa. [nquirtr will show the extent of the ravages of 
this disease. We may odd that some of these statements 
reflect severely upon the vigilance of the health officials of 
that city. It is no uncommon thing for corpses to lie 
unbuned in this city until tliey infect the neighborhood, 
but we bad been led to expect better tilings of Philadel- 

" We are informed that that most terrible disease, Ilie 
small-pox, has recently made its appearance with more 
virulence and falBlit;y than usual in some of the small streets 
in the Western section of our city. In Murray Street, a 
small avenue running between Sanaom and Locust Streets, 
and Twentieth and Twenty-first Streets, in the Eighth 
Ward, four families have been attacked by the disease, and 
four or five persons have died. In William Street, running 
parallel witJi Murray Street, between Twentieth and 
Twenty-first Streets^ several poor families are down, and 
it is feared that the most of those afflicted will die. About 
two weeks ago a visitor of the poor found a child lying 
dead in one of tlieae houses in a most siiockin" state oT 
decomposition. The stench arising from the body was of 
such a character that it was a long time before an officer of 
the Board of Health could be found or induced to remove 
it. Two or three children died a day or two ago, and were 
removed by direction of the Guardians of the Poor. Five 
or six were taken from this locality and conveyed to the 
Small-Pox Hospital. \\\ Hirat Street, running from Fifth 
to Sixth Streets, between Lombard and Soul£ Streets, in 
the Fifth Ward, the disease made its appearance about three 
weeks ago in a colored family. In Locust Street, between 
Twenty-first and Twenty-second streets, an entire Irish 
family are in bed, and will all probably die. The family 
consists of a father, mother^ and lour sroidl cliildren. To-day 
an entire family, named Giihcn, residing in Hurray Street, 
will be removal to the hospital. They occupy a small brick 
house containing six rooms, and with a large family of filthy 
and indigent persons in each room." 

From the Biitah American Joamal (Montreal), we learn 
that Btnall-pox is very prevalent at Ottawa, and is propa- 
gated by inoculation. There is a law in Canada making 
inoculation a penal offence. 



It is with sincere gratification that 
failure of Dr. Morton to secure -an est«nsion of his patent 
for the exclusive use of ether in surgical operations. What- 
ever may have been the original merits of Dr. M. in bring- 
ing forward this valuable agent, it is utterly derogatory to 
the character of a medical man to seek, by the renewal of 
the patent, to embarraas its general employment Bewdes, 
we believe Dr. Morton has been amply paid by the profes- 
sion and public for his labors and sacrifices; and that too 
under the belief that he never seriously intended to patent 
the article. The patent expired on the 12th of Nav., I860, 
and the petition for a renewal has b«eQ rejected fay the Hon. 
P. F. Tfloius, Commisdoner. 
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Statibticai. Report oh the Siokhess akd Mobtautt ixthi 
Abmt of tbe Usited STiTEa Compiled from die Reconh 
of the Surgeon General's office, embracing a period of fiv( 
years from January 1855, to Januarf IMO. Prppired 
under the direction of BBEVETBRiOADWRGraiHAiTBOiiij 
Lawson, Soroeok Gbkebal Ukitid Stath Ahkt. Bj 
Richard H. Coouboe, M.D.,* Assistant Suiyeon United 
States Army. 
In the number of the A'ete York Journal of ifeditim, for 
March, 1859, we published a critical eiammation of a con- 
tribution to medical knowledge, similar to the work now 
under consideration, which embraced the results of aU the 
recorded observations made by the medical officers of llie 
United States ormy from January 1839, to January 1E55. 
We arc glad to see that the plan so successfully inslilnted 
under the present Surgeon General has not been abaodoDCd, 
and that we are now able to announce a cotilinualion of 
the work, in no way falling behind tlie previous eiwDent 
volume, and in many respects surpassing it. 

In the book now before us tJic statistical data gatkred 
during the five years which had elapsed at the cotnmence- 
ment of the present current year, are fully equal in rilne, 
and useful in their arrangement, to those of nny produdira 
of a similar character; and, taken in connexion with lla 
former reports from the same bureau, afford tbe medial 
profession the only connected, reliable, and eyslematii: 
tscpaai of the Medical Topography of our tiiUri couatij ibat 
at present exists. 

To give a clear view of the scope of the present volun*, 
together with a sketch of the plan of its arraugement, we 
can do no better than cop; the following passages from tk 
letter written by the autlior (Dr. Coolidge) to accompany 
tlie report at tbe time it was transmitted to tbe Surgmo 
General. 

"The general plan heretofore adopted, vie: tbatofwo- 
sidcriog the statistical and topo^aphical details of die niili- 
tary posts in geographical divisions and regions baring 
similar climatological features, has been followed in tbii 

" This course has enabled me to include, in the abEinW 
and tables of the present report the a^^regate results ur 
each region, as given in the report of 1856, thereby enbinc- 
ing the value of the statistics by extending Ibem over a 
period of twenty-one yeare, and not pierceptibiy inct«B8nig 
the size of the work. 

" Tbe abstracts for the several regions have been com- 
piled from the original quarterly reporteofsick and wounded 
required of medical officers on the 3Ist of March, SWi « 
June, 30th of September, and 31st of December, annuaUf, 
and ore for years commencing on the first day nf Janimj 
and ending on the 31st day of December. The final «*- 
aolidated abstract, exhibiting Ute total amount of Mcknea 
and mortality in the whole army, is compiled f™" /'"J 
annual reports, which are required by law to be rewe'w 
for the government fiscal year, commencing on the 1*"' 
July, and ending the 30ih of June. 

" In connexion with this report the results of the '°^^ 
logical observations taken by the officers of the medical 
department of the army from January 1855, to Itwtrj 
1860, arranged in monthly tables, and annuJ Miwnantt 
are reepeclMlf submitt«d, This completes the tena a 
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army meteorological observations from 1819 to 1860, a 
period of forty-one years. 

'- 1 have also to aubmit the accompanying outline map 
of tbe United Stales, dcaigned to show the most prominent 
geographical features of the counlry, the limits of the mili- 
tary departraenls, and the portions of the military Btotions." 
The special reports of individual officers od the medical 
topography of Hub-regions and diviaione are useful and 
inatructive. Those from the older states, however, thongU 
valuable in themselves, are, from the feet that the regions 
are better known to the Profession generally, not usually 
aa interestiDg as tliose coming from littJe known localiLiea 
in the far west, and od the remote frontier. An exception 
to this general statement occurs in the report of Assistant 
Surgeon Lafayette Guild, upon the yellow fever as it pre- 
sectcd ilself at Fort Columbus (Governor's Island), New 
York harbor, in 1856. This report does its author groat 
credit, and should be read by every praclJ^Dg physicisa in 
New York city and vicinity. 

The next report which attracts our attention is that of 
Assistant Surgeon E. W. Johns. This communication 
dwells chiefly on the prominent features of scorbutus as 
manifested at Fort Laramie, ITebraska. The causes, method 
of prevention, and treatment of this disease, are very ably 
diiKusaed. 

In the part of the book relating to the Southern stales, 
exdudlDg Florida and Texas, we find but one local aanibay 
report, vis. that of Surgeon Bernard M. Byrne (lately 
deceased) on yellow fever, as it occurred at Fort Moultrie, 
Charleston harbor. In this the following strikiDgpar^^pb 
occurs. " How ffiii dineate wa» introduced among Hie troopt 
at Ait poet it a quation thai can, be latit/actorily anmaered if 
we admit ill coniagiaianett ; hvi on any other hypoiheais its 
iTitrodiKlion would be entirely inexplicable." Dr. Byrne 
gives very cogent reasons for taking the view that he does 
and it would be well for those paying especial attention to 
the subject, and who are mflinj lo hear both gidei, to read 
his report. 

From tbe Florida district we have short interesting 
reports by Absistant Surgeons McParlin, Head, Lynde, and 
othere ; and to this division of the book there is attached » 
letter from the Surgeon General to the Hon. D, L. Yulee, 
by which it appears that the prevalent notions regarding the 
unhealthiness of Florida are greatly exaggerated. General 
LawBon says, "I have no hesitation in expressing the 
belief that had the troops who were employed in the 
Florida war been engaged for the same length of lime in 
active operation in winler and summer on the frontiers of 
Canada, though the caies of indisposition might have been 
less numerous, the 77iortoW(y would have been infinitely 
greater than was experienced in Florida." 

Among the reports from Texas we find one from Assist- 
ant Surgeon Andiew K. Smith, dated Fort McKavett, 
July, 1857, in which indisputable instances of poisoning by 
the bile of the tarantula are given. 

AMistant Surgeon Basil Norris, writing from Fort Clark, 
says: " Pulmonary dieeaaes are rare; the dry equable cli- 
mate has been beneficial to a few cases lefl in hospital, and 
at the post none have originated." 

Assistant Siirgeon Lynde speaks of the prevalence at 
Camp Hudson of cases suiTering from tape-worm. He 
treated eight of these with oil of turpenline. All were 
greatly relieved, but at the time the report was written the 
doctor was not satisfied that in any case the cure was com- 



plete. It would bo interesting should Dr. Lynde com- 
municate the subsequent history of these cases, as well as 
what in his opinion was the direct source from n'hence the 
parasites were introduced. Dr. Leidy of Philadelphia, we 
are informed, has after much investigation come to the con- 
clusion that the cause of the presence of tape-worms in man 
may be ascribed to the eating of uncooked pork which has 
been " meiu^ly" in life, and that even those who do not eat 
raw pork may have the minute germs necessary to the 
development of tape-worms, introduced into the system by 
eating bread cut by a knife which had been used just pre- 
viously in cutting pork, and had not been wiped. Tape- 
worms are said to be very abundant in all the lower ani- 
mals found in Western Nebraska and TJtali; among these 
may be mentioned hares, and sage fowl, and even Jiih I 

We find under the division relating to New Mexico and 
Arizona a most creditable report by Assistant Surgeon 
Irwin on tbe medical topography of the region about Fort 
Buchanan, Arizona. As but little is known of this portion 
of our country. Dr. Irwin's report fills an important gap in 
our geographical knowledge. As to Ihe style of the report, 
its general coniprehenaveness, and the variety of subjects 
treated upon, it equals if it does not surpass any individual 
report in the volume, with perhaps the exception of the 
communications from Utah by Assistant Surgeon Roberts 
Bartholow, 

The medical officers stationed in California and Oregon 
have contributed many interesting sanitary reports fiom 
their respective stations. Although the greater number are 
brief, thej are concise, and, containing mxdtum in parvo, are 
valuable accordingly. 

The report of Assistant Surgeon Chas. 0. Eeeney gives 
very useful information concerning the Indian tribes hving 
near Fort Jones, CaL His remarks concerning the evil 
eflfects produced by confining Indians to reservations, are 
well worth the attention of the proper authorities. Dr. 
Keeney lays stress upon the injurious results following the 
adoption of Ihe kind of clothing worn by the whites. This 
report contains much besides of general interest. 

Assistant Sui^eons Milhau, Olisan, Heger, fiandolph, John 
F. Hammond, and Geo. Hammond, have furnished reports 
from the posts near the Columbia; and a short report on 
the local peculiarities, etc., of the settlement at the Cascades 
of tlie Columbia is given by Surgeon Barnes. 

In the portion tJ" the work relating to Utah we find 
foremost a very able report by Dr. Bartholow on the dis- 
eases of the Tenth Regiment of Infantry while en route for 
Utali, as well as a sketch of the geographical peculiarities 
of the regions traversed. Dr. Bartholow follows with a 
special communication from Fort Bridger on aimiUr sub- 
jects ■ and again with a sanitary report from Utah Territory 
as a connected tnhole. The disease known to frontiers' men 
as " mountmn fever," is described, and its peculiarities dis- 
cussed. Assistant Surgeon Milhau, on page 304, presents a 
report mostly devoted lo the description of the same dis- 
ease. Dr. Brewer in an excellent report of the diseases, etc, 
of the Fifth Infantry while en roiOe for Utah, in like man- 
ner makes special mention of the " mountain fever." The 
gentlemen above mentioned seem to differ widely on the 
treatment of the disease, and the use of quinine is both ex- 
tolled and condemned. 

The statistical tables in thU book, showing tlie diseases 
and climatic peculiarities of different localities, are of 
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! Talue for reference, and like those of tlio pre- 
ceding volume are remarkably free from typographical 
errors ; and are also printed on good paper in clear, pleasant, 
readable type. 

By ezaminiDg the consolidated tables showing the rela- 
tire proportion of sickness and death in the diflercDt regions 
and territories, a " bird's-eye" view of the sanitary condi- 
tion of the country is afforded. It is in these happy 
endeavors at generalization that the great value of Dr. 
Coolidge's labor shows itself. In looking over the table on 
the frequency and mortality of phthisis pulmonalis in 
different poKions of the country, we were surprised to 6nd 
Utah so far in advance ofNew Mexico, which again is much 
more free from the disease than any other State or Terri- 
tory. We find that the army of Utah had a mean strength 
of 5842 men; of this eiglit were afBirted with phthisis pul- 
monalis, and only one died 1 1 

In conclusion we must again compliment Surgeon Coo- 
lidge for the creditable book he has fiimished ub, in Ihe pre- 
paration of which he must certainly have given a great deal 
of time and patient labor. 

[NoTB. — 3500 copies of this work were ordered by tJie 
Senate. Uedical men desirous of obtaining it can perhaps 
do so by making appticatioQ to the senators of their respec- 
tiT« states;.] 
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MATERIA MEDICA AND PHARMACY. 
Br EnwABD R. Squibb, M.D., or Bkookltx. 
CMoTodyne. — This most extraordinary humbug does not 
deserve a luoment's serious consideration ; and were it not 
for the circumstance Uiat physicians occasionaUy resort to 
it by name, or hy its being misrepresented, and without a 
due knowledge of its heterogeneous composition and 
quackish character, it could be htt!e else than waste of time 
and space to allude to iL It clume English origin, or rather 
to have been invented in the English East India service ; and 
in order to secure for it the magical power of mystery and 
lai^ names, its composition was concealed, or indefinitely 
stated as a combination of perchloric acid and a new alka- 
loid. Then it was stated io have been analysed hy a Dr. 
C^^n; and the Latter is represented as having giveo the 
formula by which it is prepared. As it never could have 
been either invented or analysed, it is not improbable that 
its whole story and career are fictitious. It mainly consists 
of chloroform and muriate of morphia, but contains besides, 
perchloric acid, oil of peppermint, hydrocyanic add, tinc- 
ture of capsicum, molames, and tincture of cannabis. Su(^ 
a villanous mixture could never by any possibility have 
been tnuent^, though it may hare resulted from some 
unoommon degree ofempirical ignorance and stupidity: and 
such a mixture, once made, would have defied the skill and 
knowledge of any fuialyst whatever, chemical or logical 
And yet an analy^s is said to have been made, and the 
proportions are given in drachms, drops, and grains. Then 
of its properties. Il is said to be twice as heavy as water, 
which, from its composition, is impossible. It is said to be 
sedative, diaphoretic, astringent, antispasmodic, diuretic, 
etc., and to improve the pulse in all imaginable respects, 
including that of tnareatiitg it by deortating the frequency 
of the beats; and finally, the sum of its impossibilitiee 
accomplished, has the accustomed climax of sach cues, 
namely, that it cures consumptJoa in about the usual pro- 
portion of cases, namely, eight out of twelve, and all of 



the usual undoubted diagnosis and gravity. That any 
mixture not abi^olutely antagonistic in its element?, con- 
taining two-thirda of its weight of chloroform, and eight 
graiuE of muriate of morphia, in nine drachms, beside hy- 
drocyanic acid and Indian hemp, should be sedative in 
effect, ia not surprising; and the molasses, capacum, and 
peppennint are so many additional shot Io tie fired into the 
inches; but the perchloric acid is a norelty. Hitherto 
regarded ciiiefly as a cliemical curioeity, it now maJies its 
appearance in the materia medica under ctrcunistanries most 
unfavorable for obtaining any definite character or classifica- 
tion. In the small quantity in which it enters the com- 
pany of these powerful narcotics, its chance of effecting 
anything more than the peppermint and molasses ia re- 
markably smaU. The whole thing is, in effect, aa absurd 
sarcasm upon the appetite for novelty and complexity, 
which appetite, in a portjon of the medical professioD, is 
industriously catered to by the crowd of nostrum — or rather 
money — makers, who are so easily found in the rsnka of 
all sciences and professiooa. 

Tituiun of Alat* in Blennorrhma. — A distingnidied ctini- 
cal practitioner of Bol<^^e, Dr. Gamberini, reeommeods 
this new topical application in blennorrhcea, based upon 
a short successful experience with it. He uses a mixture 
of one part of tincture of aloes to seven and a half porta 
of water, and injects three times a day. These injectioDS 
produce but little scalding at the moment of ap[dicati(Mi, 
and in the worst case to i^ch they were appUed effected 
a cure in about fifteen days. — OazdU da H^itaux, 

SanUmine in the (reaimenf of Amannisit. M. MABmn. — 
The colored vision and colored urine which have been 
observed from the use of santonine as a vermifuge have 
suggested its use in some other affections, particularly those 
of the optic nerve. Three experiments were made npoo 
amaurotic patients by M Martini. The first in a woman 
seventy years of age, who could hardly distinguish light 
from darkness. He gave four to »ix grains of saatonme 
each day during eight days, and then eight grains each day 
during three or four days, and at the end of this time the 
patient could distinguish objects and recognise the faces Of 
assistants. The remedy bein^ then suspended, the im- 
proved condition became stationary. In the two Other 
cases similar improvement was effected. — {BowAardat* 
Brpertotre.) 

Pharmacy in Belgium — J^e new Pharmaeop<tia. — By a 
royal act and mandate, under date of 28th December, the 
following Articles became the law of Belgium. 

Articli 1. The Pharmacopoeia revised by order of the 
government, and published under the title of " Pharma- 
copceia Belgica nova," is approved. The Latin text alone 

Art. 2. No copy of the new Pharmacopceia can be 
issued without the stunp of the Minister of the InterioTj 
and the endorsement of the Inspector-Qeneral of the dvil 
medical service. 

Aht. 3. All those who are authoriEed to dispense medi- 
cines are required to have; 

IsL A copy of the official Phannacopcsia. 

2d. Hydrometers to measure the denatj of liquids. 

3d. A centesimal alcoholometer, 

4th. Good balances, and a correct set of decimal weights, 
comprising the subdivisions of a gramme to a centigramme, 
induMve. 

Akt. i. Phjreicians in their prescriptions must make on 
of the dedmal weights, and also of the nomenclature of the 
official Pharmacopceia in designating the medidnal sub- 
stances described in that work. If they desire a remedy 
to be otherwise prepared, they must give the formula for 
it in their prescripMon, or at feast indicate the Phannaco- 
pceia in which it may be found. 

Abt, 5. The doses of medicines most be indicated exeln- 
mvely in grammes and oentigrammet, and, to prevent mis- 
takes, the deoimal point must not be used to aerate units 
from fractions. 

Akt. e. Pharmaoeatists must use/the dedmal iveigfats 
dbytjOOglC 
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both for prescriptions and Iheir general sales. Should they 
receive preBcri[)tions written in the old medical weights, 
they are authorized to reduce them inUi decimal weighia 
by the followiog rule. They will allow 360 grammeB t« 
the medical pound ; 30 grammes to the ounce ; 3 grammes 
and 75 centigrammes to the gros, or drschme; 1 gramme 
and 25 centigrammea to the scruple ; and 5 centigrammes 
to the grain. 

Art. 7. The bottles, drawers, etc., which contain medi- 
cinal aubatances, must bear, in plain characters, the names 
of the substances contained in them, these namea to be in 
conformity with those used in the official Pharmacopceia. 

Art. 8. Tlie ofBcea, stores, depots, and laboratories of 
pharmaceutists, and in general, of all thoM who dispense or 
deal in medicinal substances, shall be visited by llie dele- 
gated officers of the Provincial Medical commissioua at 
least once a year, at indeterminate periods, and without 
any previous notice. Tliese delegated officers shall examine 
all^the appliances of such ofEces, storey laboratories, eU^, 
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and especially the mediciocs of primary importance. Any 

— -jdicinea which may be found 1>ad or adulteraled, or any 

t prepared in accordance with the Pharmacopeia, shall 



be_ caused to be removed, or shall be ae^d up by the prti- 

Art, 9. The Medical Commissiona shall place the mi- 
nutes of their proceedings, or other authorized statements 
of the non-compliance with these regulations, in the hands 
of the public minister charged with directing public prose- 
cutionsbefore the tribunals. — Antwerp Joumalof Pharmaey. 

Some such regulations as these, well administered, would 
Tery soon improve the materia mediciL and revolutionize 
the pharmacy of this country, and would yield an element 
of certainty and uniformity in our practice of medicine 
hitherto altogether unknown. 
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ACADEMY OF MEDICINK 

Stateo MErriRG, Oct. 3, 1860. 

JoBK Watson, M.D., President, in (he Chair. 

nncnsaioK on tbe itbb op PssBARres. 

{ConHtutid fivn pagt SM.) 

Dr. Peaslee. I must express my surprise that Dr. 
Gardner would use an instrument which he considers so 
dangerous, in the treatment of so simple a case as stricture 
of the cervix uteri. In regard to the question of tbe paltio- 
logy, it is very true that fatty degeneration of the uterus 
aometimea occurs as one of the fonns of atrophy from dis- 
placements of loDK standing, but this is an exception, not 
the rule. It would not answer to aay that all cases of dis- 

Elacement are attended by that con(UtJon of the uterus. 
tr. Gardner objecta to the theory. I should say that the 
theoi^ is beautiful; it is a good deal more perfbct than the 

fractice. The practice, as I have said before, is difficult. 
a regard to treating the cause instead of the effect, I should 
aay remove the cause, if it still contmuea to act, but treat 
the displacement at any rate. 

Db. Siiia. I am surprised at the tenor of Dr. Gardner's 
remarks in regard to the use of pessaries ; at the same time 
I endorse him in a measure with refet«nce to the utility of 
abdominal supporters. I have frequently seen the latter 
appliances attended with a great deal of relief to suffering, 
though I have never met with an instance where a radical 
cure was the result They however had no influence over 
the malposition, whether anteverled or retroverted, but they 
aimply held up the superincumbent viscera by pressure 
above the pubes. I liave had to give up the use of the 
intra-uterine stem because, in m^ hands, it produced mis- 
chievous results, by becoming displaced. It is not to be 
denied that there ore cases of malpoeidon in which mechani- 



cal meana will not be applicable, while a great number are, 
on the other hand, more or less amenable to treatment To 
illustrate what I mean I will relate a few facta: — A lady 
from the country was brought to the Woman's Hospital in 
the fall of 1855 on a Utter. She had been complete^ bed- 
ridden for more than twelve months. She was married ten 
years before that, and in due time gave birth to a child. 
Boon after which she lost her husband, and waa married 
again about a year and a half before bef admission into the 
hospitaL Her health, though delicate, was generally pretty 
good. One day ahe »-ent into the yard to t^e some clothea 
from the line, as a storm was coming up. On reaching up, 
she suddenly felt something give way in the pelvic region. 
She had great pain, and immediately went to bed, suffering 
also from nausea and vomiting, with excessive prostration. 
A physician was sent for, but she never rose from her bed 
until she waa brought to the hospital; a period of twelve 
montlis and more. On examination, I found the uterus 
completely retroverted, the fundus lying towards the left 
sacro-iliac symphysia, and, besides, uie organ was greatly 
elongated. This elongation was due to the growOt of a 
fibrous tumor on its fundus and posterior auriace. Of 
course, the case had to be treated. Tlie fibrous tumor could 
not be removed, but still it was necessary to place the 
uterus as much as possible in position. The uterine elevator 
was used, and the fundus, with tumor attached, was raised 
above Uie promontory of the sacrum. In this condition a 
nudleable block tin ring, about 2\ inches in diameter, was 
bent in the form of a parallelogram, and curved on its long 
diameter so as to giv^t a sigmoid flexure. This was done 
with the view of fitting accurately the dimensions and 
capacity of the vagina, ao as not to make undue pressure 
either m the ad de *ac or behind the symphysis pubis. 
^fter a short time the padent was able to walk ; and m tbe 
course of two or three months, she was sent home, not 
cured it is true, but the uterus was elevated very nearly 
into a proper position, and there supported by (he simple 
little contrivance already alluded to. With the hope that 
conception would take place, she was directed to wear this 
pessary during the times of coition — for I consider it almost 
an utter impossibility for conception to take place where 
the uterus is completely retroverted. In eix months after 
she left the hospital, she returned again for observation 
merely. Conception had taken place, ^e went to the full 
term, and was delivered of a fine boy. The instrument was 
removed at about the end of three or four months, when 
the uterus was large enough to sustain itself in its propffr 
relations. She remains tolerably well, with the uterus still 
in ita proper position ; but no change in the relations of the 
tumor has taken place. This case certainly justified some 
effort at relief, even though it did not result in a perfect 
cure. Again: — A lady had been married and had given 
birth to one child, had three or four miscsrri^;es, became 
then a widow, and was anxious to marry again, but was 
unwilling to do so if she had to go through again the dread- 
ful trials that attended her miscarriages before. Her phj'si- 
cian sent her to me. I found that she had retroversion, 
with some little enlargement of tbe posterior wall of the 
uterus, from long error of position. I toM her that 1 
thought the miscarriages were due almost entirely to the 
retroverted condition of the organ, and that by a properly 
adapted instrument, to be worn during coition, the difficulty 
would be overcome, and impregnation would take place, 
with hardly any danger from miscarriage. She was mar- 
ried on the day that menstruation ceased, four years a^, 
and went on a bridal tour. In a month she returned, with 
all the evidences of conception. She went on to full term, 
waa delivered of a heathy child, having been ordered to 
wear ihc instrument until quickening occurred. This latter 
precaution was for the purpAose of insuring against a mis- 
carriage. Here, I certainly think that benefit was derived 
from Uie use of the instrument This ladv has since given 
birth to two children without any mechanical meana lo 
support the uterus during coition. I consider the cure not 
due to the instrument, but toa modification.of the nutritive 
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function of the organ, brought about by utero-ge station, 
■which could hardly have gone through its stages without 
the aid, in the first instance, of mechanical appliances. I 
will give another instance : — A lady in a neighboring city 
gave birth, eight yenra ago, to a child, who had died very 
joung. She was childless then for &ix years. She was 
exceedingly amtiouB for oflVpring, and on that account alone 
sought medical adfice. On examination, I Tound a lar^ 

Clvia, relaxed vagina, and a uterus completely retrorcrtcd, 
t without any complication more than a slight hyper- 
trophy of the posterior half of the "organ ; and to relieve 
that it waa only necessary to apply a mechanical support 
that would maintain the uterus in its natural position during 
the act of coition as well as at other limes. It required a 
ring about three inches in diameter, bent in Fuch a way as 
to hold the neck of the uterus downwards and backwards, 
while the fundus was elevated. Conception occurred in 
three or four months; she wore the instrument until 
quickening, when it was removed. She was delivered, at 
full term, of a fine, healthy tioy. In the course of twelve 
monthfl she returned, expressing a desire to have another 
child, at the same time she was satisfied that such a tiling 
could not take place without the application of the instru- 
ment she had previously worn. The same pessary was 
adjusted with precisely the some results as before ; in iJiree 
or four months conception occurred, and in due time another 
child was delivered. 

I might multiply cases of this sort, but with the indul- 
gence of the Academy, I will relate but one more, which 
was more complicated tlian those already referred to. A 
lady was married fifteen years without ouspring. Though 
her general health was perfect, she Buffered from the pecu- 
liar symptoms of uterine displacements. I was consulted 
as much for the prospect of relief to (he sterility as for the 
purpose of remeayingher particular symptoms: On exami- 
nation, I found the uterus retrovertcd, with a fibrous tumor 
as large as a walnut in the posterior uall. The neck of the 
organ was indurated, and the mouth and caiiel vreie con- 
tracted. Here was a double indication, the position of the 
uterus could be relieved by mechanical roeons, but concep- 
tion would be almost impossible without relieving the con- 
tracted cervical canal. An instrument was properly 
adjusted, and the uterus placed in a normal portion, ofler 
which, the neck of the uterus was incised from side to side, 
opening it large enough to admit the point of the index 
finger. It was kept open until it healed, the mouth ol the 
uterus presenlmg a pretty natural appearance. In the 
course of three or four months, conception occurred, the 
patient in the meantime wearing a modification of Oie pes- 
sary previously alluded to. Unfortunately she miscarried 
at the end of (lie third month, which was thought to he 
due to an accidental fall In the course of four or five 
montlis conception occurred the second time, and was 
again followca by miscarriage. After waiting several 
montlis, till November, 1858, this patJent came under 
observation again. On examination now, I found (hat the 
mouth and neck of the uterus had undergone remarkable 
changes — that the mouth of the womb was so much con- 
tracted that I feared conception could not take place again, 
even if the uterus was placed in its normal position. There- 
fore I resorted to incision as before, ond applied the same 
instrument that she had worn the year before. In March, 
four months afterwards, conception took place a Ihird time. 
This lady was fiom a distant part of the country, and I 
inasted Uiat she should remain in New York for cure during 
the whole period of utero-gestation. She did so, and was 
fortunately dehvcred by Dr. Gtiscom of a fine healthy 
child, about the first of last December. She remains bo far 
without any return of her original malposition. It seems 
to mc that ihe results of (he cases that I have detailed jus- 
tified the course of treatment pursued. Dr. Gardner states 
that he has frequently found inflammation result from the 
use of pessaries. The reason is simply thifi: — The medical 
profession have rather extravagant ideas of tlie dimensions 
and capacity of the vagina: nineteen out of twenty will 
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select at tlie beginniuf; instruments that ore 
tlie great majority of case?, they hardly e 
instrument Unit is more than two and a bslf iiiches id 
diameter, sometimes two and three-quarters; very rdnh 
three inches, and sometimes even down to tno. li 
requires a great dcnl of judgment in the application of its 
instrument to the peculiarities of Ihe case. If it be Iw 
small, it will not afford the necessarf support j and if too 
hirge, it will unavoidably produce mischief Ibxre oflini, 
over and over again, seen the cul de sac ulcerated almoa to 
the peritoneal cavity, and the neck of the bladder iIituki 
entirely severed, and other ports of the vagina ulcerated, bj 
pressure of instruments which were loo large. 1 ttoi 
that a great feature in regai'd to the use of pessaries ii to 
make them so as not to interfere with coition, and 1 tsbi 
here again to claim for the dislinguislied Dr. Hodge of 
Philadelphia, the merit of first demonstrating the prtnici- 
bility of this by the use of his particular pessary, and neit 
to the learned Dr. Meigs for ihe use of his ring peseuj. 
I fake to myself no credit for any modification of the Hodge 
Pessary, or of the Meigs's Ring — I only clsioi to hive 
cheapened the inslrumenl — one of Hodgc'a pessaries niD 
cost five, six, or seven dollars — one of Meigs's gutia percba 
rings will cost a dollar, while the block tin instrument cceU 
but eighteen cents, and can be nioulded to the desired shape 
to fit the peculiarity of the individual case, while it ii n 
innocuous as gold itself One other point and I hare done. 
The patient should always be instructed in the u» of die 
instrument. She should be made as familiar with its aprli- 
cations and removal as with putting on and taking olT ber 
glove — and 1 respectfully insist that no woman should trer 
be sent off a distance to wear a pessary for an indefnitt 
period — I have seen great mischief result from this, ud I 
do most beartly protest against it. 

Dr. T. G. Thomas. I have been exceedingly inlemted, 
Mr. Presidenl, in tlie discussion which hoe just lakea jJice, 
and particularly so in some of Dr. Gardner s renirk!. fli« 
views with reference to the utihty of pessaries, I mnsl raj, 
have Burprised me not a little, and with a hope of being 
instructed by his extensive experience, I will lite die 
liberty of asking him a few questions which I will introdiiR 
by the relation of two cases of uterine displacement. Ibe 
first is this: Some months ago, I was sent for to see • 
young married lady, who staled that for the last two yeare 
she had suffered from severe pains in the back and hjpo- 
gastrium, which were much increased during menslruitimi; 
and, upon walking even short distances, iiould becoBieio 
severe that she had been forced to confine herself alnmat 
entirely to her chamber. On several occasionsshehodsuflered 
from menorrhogia to such a degree, that her health hid 
become much impaired. She had consulted several physiciaiif. 
some of whom had scarified the Uterus and applied leeebca 
to it. One of them having advised her to wear a sponge in 
Ihe vagina, she had done so to her great inconvenienec ond 
discomfort for over eighteen months. Upon vaginal elimi- 
nalion, I found the uterus enlarged, congested, and po- 
lapsed. No ulceration, however, existed. As depleting 
measures had accomplished So little good before, 1 deter- 
mined not to resort to them : and finding that poshing IV 
the uterus with the finger and keeping it out of the pelrii 
gave her great comfort, I decided to apply a ring P«m^f 
with the hope that it might prolong this feeling of relief, 
and at the same lime serve to prevent congestion of the 
uterus by removing it from ils unnatural and eramped posi- 
tion in the pelvis. I did this, and in len days the lid)' 
was so well that she took a long walk ; her spirits rspidlj 
improved ; her general health kept pace with them, ind at 
the end of two monlhs (during which the pessary J"* 
employed, with astringent injections), she was discuarjed 
cured. I saw her recently, and she declared that tlie oi^ 
discomfort which she now- had was lliat arising Irani IM 
thought tliat for two long years she had suffered "M" 
relief could so easily have been procured. She no lonpt 
uses the pessary or injections, and is as well ai she coda 
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The second case occurred in a lady witom I waa attend- 
ing for dysentery. Contrary to my directJotiB, she left her 
bed and went to the staircase to call her servant, when fihe 
was Buddenly seized with agonizing pelvic pains, and fell 
to the flcror, from which she wae liflcd by her attendant and 
placed in bed. I saw her next day, but imagining these 
paina, which had now nearly passed away, to have been 
intestinal, I paid little attention to tiiem. She soon got 
■well of the dysentery, and took a journey in the cars ; at 
the end of which she suffered most intense pain in the 
pelvis and back, which had so much the appearance of those 
caused by uterine displacement as to incite an enaroinalion. 
This discovered the existence of marked retroflexion, which 
being reduced, her suffering instantly ceased. On the next 
day, however, it returned fram her walking about; and 
reduction being again accomplielied, I introduced a sigmoid 
pessary, which, running up into Douglas's cul de sac, sup- 
port«il the fundus perfectly. It waa no sooner in place 
than ahe was able to leave her bed and walk without mudi 
pain ; and at the present time, about one month after tlie 
accident, she is quite well, still wearing, however, the 
pessary, which as yet I fear to remove. 

Now, sir, I do not menu to say that many such perfect 
cases of relief by pessaries are met with ; they certainly 
have not been in my practice. These are avowedly selected 
cases, and this is why I have related them. I believe that 
I treated them correctly, I know that I did so succesafully ; 
and what else I could have done which could have answered 
u well, I do not know. Now, all of the members of the 
Academy here present have seen and see commonly similar 
accidents, and among others Dr. Gardner does so ; will he 
inform me how he treats them ? Will he oblige me by 
stating what he could have done in the two cases which 
I must apologize to the Academy for detaining it so long 
in relating? I yield tlie floor for his reply. 

Dr. OARnMEK stated that the remarks which were pre- 
viously made by him in regard to the treatment of uterine 
dtsplacementa referred particularly t« those cases which 
were uncomplicated. In both the patients referred to by 
Dr. Thomas, complications did exist; in one there was 
metritis, and in the other dysentery. 

Dr. Sims remarked that he never saw any but compUcaled 

The Academy then adjourned. 



€mtsfmkntt 

DOMESTIC CORRESPONDENCE. 

Dm. 1, IMa 
I All glad to notice that you are disposed to excite our 
county medical societies to action, and to awaken them to 
a sense of their duties. It is far too cenerally believed that 
the laws of the Slate have divested uiem of all power and 
influence. It is a question well worthy of being thoroughly 
studied by the profes«on. as you suggi^st, how far the 
powers of the county societies have bten diminished or 
modified by legislative enactment. In my opinion they 
have been but Sichtly, if at all affected, and such, I tliink, 
is the opinion of those who have piven tne subject the moat 
study. But even if tiiey have lost all legal position it is 
idle to abandon them; on the contrary, they should be con- 
verted into acdve scientific societies. The' Albany County 
Medical Society has always maintained considerable vita- 
lity, and I am glad to be able to report that it is beginning 
to assume an activity which will render it at once useful 
and influential. 

The annual meeting waa held on the 13th of Nov., and 
waa one of the largest and most enthusiastic gatherings 
which I have seen for many years. The President of the 
•ociety, Dr. W. F. Caiitbr, gave the annual address, which 
was replete with interesting and practical matter. In con- 



nexion with two coses of hydrophobia which had come 
under his notice, he alluded to a cl.iss of affections of the 
lungs in which tiie air does not seem to penetrate to the 
air cells, owing as he thinks to a paralysis of the nerves 
supplying ihe air cells. He regarded the diseases ne similar 
in those respects. Dr. Horr reported a case of tetanus 
which occurred in the City Hospital under Prof. March. 
It was the result of a gun-shot wound of the hand. He was 
treated with nourishing diet, opiates, tobacco enema, etc, 
without permanent relief. Finally the new method of sub- 
cutaneous injection of morphine was practised, one fourth 
of a grain of morphine being used ; this produced sleep, but 
did not relieve the symptoms, and he sank rapidly and died. 
I think the question may well be raised, if, in Ihe sub- 
cutaneous injections of morphia, wo are not liable to use 
too much. I am satisfied that I have seen the most alarming 
svmptoras produced by the use of a much smaller amount 
than is generally given by the stomach. 

The following officers were chosen: Prwirfwjt S. Va»- 
DRBPOOL, M.D. ; rtM-iV<«rfen(,L.G.WABRrN, M.D.; Trfo- 
mirer, Q. H. Nkwcohb, M.D. ; Secrelary, 0. H. Yocno, M.D. 
The following gentlemen were appointed delegates to the 
State Medicii Society: Drb. W. P. Carter, Jobs Swin- 
BDBN, W. H. BAiLsr. The best evidence of the activity of 
our Society is the appointment of monthly meetings. Dr. 
PoMroRT will read a piaper on the medidnal utet o/alcokolie 
Ugtiott, at the next meeting. 

The Albany Medical College exerts but a small influence 
ill the medical world. Allliough its faculty contains some 
able and competent men of the younger cl^ it is sadly in 
need of rejuvenation. It has long been a kind of one-man 
power, and far more subservient to private and personal 
aims and ends than public good. If medical teachers would 
learn that when they have attained a somewhat advanced 
age they are no longer c^>able of instructing classe?, 
because they are no longer able to keep pace with the 
improvements in the medical sciences, it would be 
blessing to most of our schools. Albany College 1« 
especi^ly benefited coutd some of the younger n 
placed in the professional chairs now occupied by men who 
annually teach the same old and obsolete doctrines. 
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FmLADELFBIA. 

Dtc a, ISMi 
I SEE your Boston correspondent is quite deposed to feel 
irritable at the prominence which Philadelphia has gained, 
as a seat of medical learning, reclaiming loudly in l^vor of 
the little Athene of America. This exhibition of feeling is 
entirely unnecessary, if not entirely improper. The posi- 
tion which Pliiladelphia has gained in the medical world, 
though enviable, has not been sought by any unworthy 
arts or means. Her schools rank high, because her teach- 
ers are capable, and eminent in their several departments; 
her medicJ works are the best tliat are published ; and her 
periodicals are deservedly esteemed among the 6rst in the 
country. The city that thus excels in every department of 
medicine, must and ought to bear away the palm of excel- 
lence, and has a right to consider itself the " hub of the 
medical universe." I do not mean to depreciate tlie medi- 
cal character of any other city, least of all of Boston, which 
is entitled to an important place in Iho medical history of 
our country. 1 merely slate an invariable and inevitable 
law, which is based on the nature of things. And it is to 
this special topic, suggested by your Boston correspondent, 
that I desire to confine my letter. 

How can a medical school attain the highest and most 
substantial reputation ? I answer, by the most thorougli 
course of instruction pven by medicw schools, and not by 
the number of its students and graduates. The latter will 
follow the former as a natural result, but the former should 
be the sole aim of the Faculty. This has been the highest 
aim of the Philadelphia schools. I recur with pride to the 
long list of teachers, who. b^ striving willi honorable emu- 
lation, not only gave to tlieir individuit taboob.^itMvce. 
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but won for tliemselvee the highest positioDS in the profes- 
siong. I may here add, that I have ever thought it a great 
mistake when a school has sought to fill its vacanciea with 
some diatinguished leacherrrom a distant city. We always 
have in our midst young men who, if placed in these 
responsible poaitiooB, would soon develop Ulents of the 
hignest order. In tiiis respect the University presentH a 
strong contrast to the Jefferson school, and in my estima- 
tion i» for more deserving the patronage of the profession of 
Philadelphia. Instead of senouig abroad for professors, it 
has filled ilA chair of Anatomy with Liidt, its choir of Sur- 
gery with Hehrt H. Smitb, and recently its chair of Medi- 
cine with pEPPtR, men who will prove themselves worthy 
of their predecessors, aad the equals, if not the superiors of 
any Southeni or Western imponations. 

In medical literature Philadelphia must hold ihe first 
position, because of the excellence of her worics. I do not 
now refer to the re-publications with which she supplies 
the country, and fur which she deserves great credit, but to 
the origin^ works emanating from her own authors. She 
has produced more standard scientific medical worbts than 
the entire country besides, and of these many will long 
remain unsuperseded. 

Finally, in periodical medical literature, Philadelphia long 
has, and, 1 believe, long will, maintain the supremacy. And 
when I say this, I allude especially to periodicals of domestic 
growth. The Ameriam Journal of Meditrd Scitnea has 
been the first Americaa periodical for more than a quarter 
of a century, and will retain that position for the same 
period to come. In periodical literature we have the same 
importations as in uie schools. Tlie Medico- Chirargical 
Hevieio is a fair representative of western education and 
ideas, and baa Utile claim upon the sympathies of the pro~ 
feasion of this city, and meets w.tli UtUe encouragement. 
The Reporter, like tlie last-mentioned periodical, is also an 
importation, and is a fair representative of New Jersey 
education and enterprise. It draws upon New York for 
its most interesting matter, and I understand titat its prin- 
cipal editorials are written hy a political doctor of your 
dty ; certain it is, that they smack too much of the medical 
politics of New York to be wreeable to the palate of Phi- 
ladelphians. 

In this reclamation in favor of Philadelphia, I have not 
been influenced by any local feeling other than what would 
be excusable in a person intimately connected with the 
profession of this city, for the better part of a life of three 
score years. 



FOREIGN CORRESPONDENCE. 

L«ttcr bmn DATID P. SUITH, MJ>. 
IDIHBDBOS. 

OetolMrM. 

TisTERDAT I had the pleasure of meeting Mr. Jones, of 
Jersey, at Dr. Simpson's, at dinner. In the course of con- 
versation. Prof S. spoke in high terms of the veratrum 
Ttride, as an arterial sedative, remarking especially upon its 
compatibility with stimulants. ISx. Jones detailed his 
method of treating delirium tremens, which was by the use 
of digitalis. He now gave one half ounce of the tincture, 
of the strength prescribed hy the London pharmacopceio, 
and repeated it every three hours until it controlled the 
delirium. In speaking of excision of (he joints, on which 
subject he may justly speak cc cathedra, he remarked he 
had lately excised the ankle successfully m quite a number 
of cases. He had no fixed incision, but cut wherever the 
pre-existence of fistulous openings made it most convenient. 
He urged the importance of not hurrying the operation. 
but by taking plenty of time to remove both malleoli and 
articulating surface of the astragalus without injury to the 
soft parts. He mentioned the case of a girl where he bad 
excised the ankle-joint of one leg, and the hip-joint of the 
other, leaving her well. He alsu had had a case followed 



by complete recovery and preservation of the moTements 
of the arm, where he had removed the whole of the acapula 
and one inch and a half of the acromial end of the clavicle 
Another extraordinary case had occurred (o him, in irhicfa 
after returning the sac of an umbilical hernia in a woman, 
aged thirty, he had operated for radical cure by tranafixiDg 
the loose sac of integument and cellular tissue close to its 
base, it being of large sixe, with needles carrying threads, 
and then, after cutting oB* the loose sac of integument, just 
sewing up the werture in the abdominal walb. Prompt 
reeoveiT followed. 

Mr. Jones insisted much on Ihe after treatment of Burzi- 
cal cases, and considered that ^uile as imfXirtant as Una 
skilful performance of the operation. He said some of hia 
cases of excision of knee-joint grew afterwardB, and others 
did not keep paee with the opposite lunb. ProC S, 
remarked that there was a tombstone in Wales nearly two 
hundred years old, which bore upon it an inscription 
stating that the defiinct was aforty-first son — of one mtfa«r 
and one mother — and father of twenty-eight children. 
Prof. S. remarked that be bad found acisa rocemoMB 
very eCBcacious in lumbago, in doses of 30 drops. 

Oct, 31. — I was shown by Dr. Bcgbie, in the Royal 
Infirmary, a man in quite good health, from wbcmi, within 
the last sis or eight months, there had been taken from 800 
to 1000 ounces of purulent fluid by thoraceuteeia. He 
r^narked, that when the efiused fluid was purulent there 
was no neces^ty for preventing the entrance of air into the 
pleural cavity. Accordingly, a bistoury was used in this 
cose, and as oflen as the fluid re-accumulated a Iresh open- 
ing was made. Now the man spears quite well; no effu- 
sion, and chest quite resonant Dr. B. also showed me a 
patient in whom the spleen occupied the whole of the ri^t 
naif of the abdomen. The prescription given io an appa- 
rently healthy man laboring under well marked epil^iey, 
was. 1st: Abstinence from meat; 2d, Entire disuse of 
alconol ; 3d, A seton in the neck ; and 41h, One-third of a 
grain of ext, belladonnm bis die. A case recently onuirred 
in the medical wards of a somewhat unusual character. 
When admitted, the man was laboring under all the symp- 
toms of advanced tracheitis. On percuauon, an abnormal 
dulness was thought to exist just nehind the manubnnm 
of the sternum. A certain diagnosis was not made ont. 
In a few hours, suSbcation impending, tracheotomy was 
performed, but no rehef obt^ned, and Ihe patient suc- 
cumbed. On post-mortem, a smaU aneurism of the aorta 
was found, which pressing on the trachea bad produced 
death by mechanical obstruction. I also witnessed the 
post-mortem of a man who was admitted to the hospital 
laboring under ascites from cirrhoaia of the hver. He 
appeared to be doing very well until one day he complained 
of soreness of the throat and was hoarse. Hia throat, 
which I saw myself, was slightly congested; but hisspeecb 
was vocalized and not in a whisper. The next morning he 
was found dead in hia bed. On examination acute laryngitis 
was found to exist, with great effusion into the sub-mucous 
tissues. The fact that he was seen late the preceding 
erening with but trifling evidences of disease, sliows the 
rapid progress of tlie effusion. 

Nov, 2. — A case being shown of healing lupus with fright- 
fiU scars upon the head and face, showing loss of integument 
and bone, Prof. Bennett que^itioned the man very closely 
and elicited from bint that he had been salivated four time^ 
once eight years before the occurrence of venereal disease, 
and three times subsequent to the contracting of a chancre 
and bubo. Disease of the skin and cranial bones appeared 
alter the second salivation. Prof. B. named the disease 
mercurial poisoning, and prescribed stimulants, tonics, and 
good diet. In a case of general oedema with soreness of the 
back, scanty urine with albumen and granular casta, and 
great tendency to sleep, which cupping in the region of the 
loiua had failed to relieve. Prof! fonnett ordered the 
abstraction of eight ounces of blood from the arm to relieve 
the conation, and the administration of cream tartar. In 
remarkmg upon two cases of janndioa he said ha q^erer 
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gare mercury until a Hufficient time had been given for 
Dature to set. 

Nmr. 5. — The medical lectures in the TTniversity began to- 
day. I attended the lectures of Professors Miller, Simpson, 
Syme, and Goodair. Prof. U. remarking that he stood to 
theclaasinZocoporwifi gave the young men some rery good 
advice upon tlie proper use of their time, and the avoidance 
of evil habits. Prof. Simpson enlarged upon the great 
importance of bis branch of iJie healing art, remarking that 
proper hygienic care, and a more intelligent consi^leration 
of children's diseases had, within the last ono hundred 
years, reduced the mortahty of children, in London, under 
five years of age from 74 deaths in every 100 to 31 in 100. 
The mortaliM' of lying-in women had also been greatly 
diminished. In approving of the operation of ovariotomy, ho 
remarked he bad within aday or two received a letter from 
Dr. Clay, in which he said that he had removed the ovary 
in 99 coses, of which 30 had died. Prof. Syme remarked 
. upon the great importance of not being easily influenced 
by every new and untried doctrine. He considered the 
adherence to principles careftilly adopted to be tlie crown- 
ing excellence of a surgeon. In commenting upon this, he 
instanced the case of a young surgeon who, by way of a 
net, wrote a pamphlet extolling the efficacy of injections of 
iodine in healing fistulas in ano. The net being spread, 
fish were caught but could not be cured, and the want of 
jude^nent in adopting this false principle interfered much 
with the young man^ advancement. A lad, twelve years 
old, was shown with ono elbow uichylosed with the arm 
extended. Early in life he had sustained fracture of the 
lower end of humerus which had been allowed to unite 
with the arm in this faulty position. Prof. S, proposed to 
reflect the soft parts by the usual H-incision, and then eaw 
out the joint from behind forwards on account of (he obsta- 
cle that the anchylosis would present to the turning out 
of the ends of the bones. I may remark that this would 
be rimilar to the operations performed by J, Rhea Barton 
and Gurdon Buck upon the tnee-joinL Prof S. remarked 
upon the great importance of removing what would seem 
to be an undue amount of bone, in order to insure the union 
of the bones by a ligament which would allow of freedom 
of motion. 
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jlPPOINTUENTa. 

Montreal General Hospital. — Dr. Craik, Demonstra- 
tor of Anatomy in the Faculty of Medicine of McGill 
College, Attending Physician, in place of Dr. Sutherland, 
resigned. 

Dr. D. H. AoNEW has been appointed Curator of the 
Pathological Museum of the Fhilaaelpbia HospitoL 



Dr. Lapell delivered the general introductory of the 
Faculty of Medicine of Queen's College, Kingston, Canada. 

D. C. McCiTLLUM, M,D., delivered the introductory of 

the Faoultv of Medicine of McGill College, Canada.-— — ■ 
Dr. H. D. I^OTES, Surgeon to the New York Bye InQrm- 
ary, is organizing a class tor the study of Ophthalmoscopy. 

Dr. Hiram Corliss, of Union Village, Washington Co., 

New York, has had his office partially destroyed by a mob, 

on account of his eflbrts to enforce the Excise laws, 

Dr. Wu. W. Sander has resigned his position as Seai- 
dent Physician of the Island Hospital, Blackwell's Island. 

Dr. L. J. Williams, Surgeon, and Dr. C. E. Lisiso, 

Assistant Surgeon to the Sloop-of-^Var Cyane, in the 

Pacific, left in the California steamer, December 1. 

Dr. Jons H, Griscom was elected President of the Ame- 
rican Prison and Reformatory Association at its late sesaon 
in this city. Dr. J. H. Jerome, Physician to the Marine 



Hospital, S. I., hos been forcibly deprived of the furniture 
of his house and office, and charges the Commisaoners of 
Emigration with being concerned in the o&ence. 
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Sawter.— At Raymond Centre, Racine County, Wis, 
Sept 6, 1860, of scarlet fever Helen H., daughter of 
Gov. H. H. SiDLET, of Minnesota, and wife of Dr. S. J, 
Sawyer, of Raymond, in the 20th year of her age. 

New York HosprTAL. — The following gentlemen have 
been appointed Junior Assist.ints: — Surgical, Drs. G. R. 
Cutter and H. M. Sprague; Medical, Dr. F.L Town. Dr. 
D. F. Weir has been appointed Resident Physician in place 
of Dr. J. C Acheson, resigned. 

The State Medical Society's Committee on the Topo- 
graphy and Hjrdrography of the State, call for further 
responses to their Circular. 

'The Slander Suit of Fisher va. Stone, recently on 
trial at Chicago, terminated November 17. The verdict 
WBH in favor of the defendant, H. P. Stone, and against Dr. 
Fisher. 

Tbe authorities of the Pennsylvania and Philadelphia 
Hospitals are about to establish pathological museums in 
connexion with their respective institutions. The authori- 
ties of the latter hospital are about to erect a new theatre, 

Mr. EnwuND Belfouf, for fifty years Secretary of tbe 
Eoyal College of Surgeons, of England, has had a piece of 
plate, valued at two hundred guineas, presented him for his 
fidelity. 

Necessitt of Beard. — Mb. Chadwick says that he was 
once very much struck by seeing some blacksmiths, who 
wore beards, with their mnslachios discolored by aquantity 
of iron-dust which had accumulated amongst the hairs. It 
occurred to him, on reflection, that but lor the beard the 
dust would have found its way into the lungs. He there- 
fore advises all laborers in dusty trades, os millers, bakers, 
masons, etc., to discard the razor. 

American Joubnalof Inoiokkous Materia Medica. — This 
is a monthly journal of 32 pages, to be " devoted to the 
advancement and dissemination of a knowledge of our 
indigenous materia medica." The first number contains 
articles of practical interest by well known writers in this 
department. The field which this periodical enters will 

Jield abundant fruits it thoroughly cultivated. It is pub- 
shed by B. KErru, at $1 per yciir. 
Journal of Hlmah Science.— This is the title of a peri- 
odical, edited by Prof. W. Byhd Powell, of Covington, 
Ky. The editor alleges that he has made various dis- 
in phrenology and human science of value to 
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ndeb Clotkinq Nos-iNrLAMMABLE. — The 
Lancet, in calling attention to the frequent oases of deaths 
by nre, states that the two solutions found most effectual 
are tungatate of soda ond sulphate of ammonia, the former 
being preferable for woven fabrics, since it allows the iron 
to pass smooUdy, whereas other salts do not. The follow- 
ing are the directions for their use :— "The solution which 
does not become clear must be made with warm water, 
and should be well stirred. A sheet of linen is then soaked 
in it and dried. The articles of dress, or curtains, after 
being well starched, blued, and rough-dried, are saturated 
in the solution then rolled in the above piece of linen, and 
ironed as usual." 

PniLADELPniA. — It is interesting to note tlie increase of 
population of this city. In 1684 it had 2,500 mhabilanta. 
In 1777 or 1778, by a census ordered by Lord Cornwallis, 
it had (exclusive of llie orray and strangers) 21,767 ; in 
1790, 42,520; in 1800, 70,287; 96,387 in 1810; 119,325 
in 1820 (up to thU date it was Uie largest city in America) ; 
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167,325 in 1830 ; 258,037 in 1840 ; aod 408,762 in 1850— 
showing an increase of 58^ per cent in the decade prior to 
1850, and of 953t per cent, in the years prior to the same 
d«t«. The population of Philadelphia, according to the 
present census, is 568,034 ; the number of dwellings 89,978, 
being a dwelling to nearly every six inhabitants. 

COUrARATlTE PROORESa OF NEW TORK AND PniLADELPnIA. 
Ncir Tofk. Pblbdclpbl*. 

1790 33,131 4'J,520 

1800 60,489 70,287 

1810 96,373 9G,387 

1820 123,706 119,325 

1830 202,589 167,325 

1840 312,852 258,037 

1850 615,394 408,762 

1860 821,113 608,034 

Makinb Hospitals. — England has four hospilal-ships in 
her fleet, in the Indian Seas, viz. ; The Mauritiux, an iron 
Bteamer of 2,134 tons, filled for 212 beds; the MeWounu, 
an iron steamer, of 1,300 tons, with 120 beds; the Sir 
WiUiam. Peel, a wooden steamer of 1,500 tons, fitted for 
100 beds; and the Lanaakire Witch, accommodating 96 
men. It is said that the " sick and wounded are attended 
with the same care and solicitude as in the best London 
hospitals." 
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uiE. Dk. i. Bmi. B. PncT, liLD. 
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[It wnilBta In, Firtl, PlHing tbe patient on her elbowa ud kneea; 
Stctnifd, In ntnmlng the eord, wUeb la eaallj done owing to the fall- 
ing of the TlHenand fatna forward (It will olteD recede apontnne- 
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new title by which to deilcnata the legltliiilte prmctlllonar of medicine. 
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I>r.'Wii. Uuox Tdkhh. Ta.: Dr. Tn. Baobis. Ulcb.: Dr. ean. Smi' 
LIT, N. Y.; Dr. J. K. LuMino. N. Y.: Dr. O. E. MDin, IX: PK 
JoE» OiDioKEAUi, J). T,: Prot Cuas. A. Bidd, N. T.; Or.J.J.Cci- 
LU, Nd.; FioL Acnm Fliht, New Orleanaj Dr. Diim P. ten. 
Edinbargh. Geot.: Ur. T. C. Momrr. N. T.; Dr. J. W. Hm.B.J.; 
Dr. QaaK-AMEalUH, III.: Dr. Edwaid Hill, N. Y.; Dr. A.E. Vu 
DcoiK.N. T.; Dr. A.D. HAKriT.H. Y.; Dr. K. A. Viaici. H. T.; Dt. 
H. D. IloLTOH. YI.; Meura. Mniiu. A Co., O.: Dr. W. U. mrai, 
S.Y.; l}r.U. P. lUcKBHRna.H. Y.: Dr. A. H. KHrtS.T.; Dt.J, 
K. LcAHiHO. N. Y'. : Dr. T. F. Haii-N. T.; i>- " i-J— n-n-T 
O. PnioLiAi!, B. C. ; Dr, J. B. Beiohah vt : 
Dr.J.J.VAn RiHWiLAim, N. Y.: Di 

B. Alliu, N. T.: Dr. 8. V. B, Ooo[.i...,.h ... ■., u.. •.. -.v™ 
N.Y.; Dr.O.P.lIniAB.N.Y.; Dr. Wmionn, N.V.; Dr.E.Htn. 
" — - "^ ' "-- wror^Mlch.: Dr. A. WomirasTwc, AU.;Dt. 
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MEDICAL DIART OF THE T^'EEK. 

1 Kiw Tan BoanTAL, Dr. Petan, balf-paiC t r.ii. 
.j BiLLETDi HoeriTAL, Dr. Barker, half-pasl I rJL 
( Era iKnuiAit. DlHBHt of Kye, 13 il 

iNiw Vani HoariTAi, Dr. Halaled. half-paU 1 rjL 
Eti InmHAnv, Dlaeaiea of £ai. It il 
OpimiALKiD HaacrriL, d™. StephscBMi A GiiHih.1 rJL 
DiLLETDi HoarrTAi, Dr. Thomaa, half-pert 1 FJt 
I Era InnnMAHT, Operatloni, 13 k. 
. ! Niw Yoas llaspmL, Dr. Smith, half-past 1 r.iL 
1 BiLuvDi HosrrtAi.. Dr. Sayie. h>lf-put 1 p.m. 
t N. T. pATUaLournAt Socinv, half-pot I P.it 
1 Opirni(LwolloaprrAL,I>n.BlcpheuiDnAO*iT<>h.l''>' 
i Niw You Ilaepnii. Dr. Peters, balf-past I rJ. 
' lilLLIVDI HoBFiiAubr. Lounls, hslf-pHl 1 r.i. 
N>w York HogpiTAi., Dr. llalstad. half-paU 1 fjl 
BiLLiTci HoapiTAL, Dr. Chgroh >>t P-a- 
EraiiiriiHAiT, DlaeaaeaofEya,iaii. 
BiLLivnn IIow„ Dr. Wood, balf-paet I t.h. 
Otdthalwo IIoBPrrAL, Dn. Bl^enaon A Oinlth, 1 rJ- 
Nnw TOKK HoariTAi, Dr. Bmlth, bslf-pait 1 r.iL 
KmsiAim' Uoap., W AU)*! laLAHD. St. Canoebu, I r 11 
En IfnUAtT, DIaaalaa of Ear. IS K. 



SPECIAL NOTICES. 
Bklletuk Hospital. — On Saturday (iAu dap), 0"-°! 
Dr. J^MEs R. Wood tciK commence Aw winter war* ij^"" 
iam on Operative Svryery, iiluttratai upon Ike ndjtd 
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LB?!TURES ON 
STRICTUKE OF THE URETHRA, 

FRBLDIIHABr TO THB 

CLINICAL COURSE ON DISEASE OF THE GBNITO- 
URINART ORGANS. 

DEUTEBED AT THE UNITEBSITT MEDICAL COLLEOE 

W. a TAN BUREN, M.D., 

.Lectuhb T. 
Wt have ib the next place to consider the ettrative treat- 
ment of Slrieiure of the Crethra, and to command succeM 
here, it is to be clearlj understood that purely medical 
measures are as necessary as surgical manlpulatioos. After 
attaining a aatisfactorj diagnosis 'as to the existence of per- 
manent stricture, their situation, nature, and number, and 
the condition of the genito-uriDary apparatus, the patient's 
age, previoui medical history, habits, and temperament, are 
to be carefully considered. He should be fully impressed 
with the serious character of Ms malady, and informed of 
the certainty with which it will sooner or later lead to 
most grave and panful results if not judiciously tnanaced ; 
prudence, docility, aad steadiness of purpose intheem^oy- 
ment of remedies are eapecially to be enforced. The neg- 
lect of these precautions of^n leads to disappointment, 
both to patient and surgeon ; and the subjects of thw dis- 
ease, especially if young, are notoriously imprudent and 
reckless of consequences, until they have acquired for them- 
selves experience often too dearly bou^t. Remedies 
addressed to the general health, if required, the correction 
of improper habits, regular and proper diet, avoidance of 
alcoholic stimulants, and <^ exposure to cold and wet, the 
use of warm clothing, and the administration of diluent 
and alkaline drinks, constitute some of the medical mea- 
sures most generally indicated before commencing the sur- 
gical treatment of stricture. The sui^oal remedies em- 
ployed for the cure of the disease, may all be included 
under one of the three following heads, vis. 1. Dilatation; 
2. Caustics; 3. Incision. 

The treatment of stricture by the process of dOaiaUon, 
is applicable to by far the largest proportion of casee 
encountered iu practice, and eroecially to those which are 
taken in hand early: before the disease has reached its 
advanced stages. The instruments to be employed are 
silver catheters, steel sounds, and cadieters and bougies of 
flexible material, such as have been already descrii>ed when 
we were studying the diagnosis of stricture. The mode in 
which these instruments effect the cure of stricture is two- 
fold; in the first place, by simple mechanical dilatation of 
the contracted portion of the urethra; and, in the second 
[dace, by causing absorption, by their contact, of the exuda- 
tion in and around the walls of the canal, by which its 
cahbre is diminished. The mode of conducting the cure of 
stricture by the process of simple dilatation, in a case in 
which an instrument can be carried through the stricture 
into the bladder, is as follows: If the stricture will not 
•dmit a steel sound of the siie No. 4 of the scale in ordi- 
nary use, or a laiger one, then a jIaibU bougie is to be 
selected of the large.it mze that can be introduced : if an 
ordinary blunt-pointed bougie will not pass readily, choose 
one with a tapering point For tight strictures the latter 
is alwi^ preferable, inasmuch as it acts like a wedge, and 
wiU effect dilatation when engaged in a stricture, even 
when it will not pass through it, possesainK thus an advan- 
tage over the blunt^pointed bougie, which, under similar 
circumstances, acts only upon itfi bee, or, in any ewe, upon 
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less of its surface. After beingfairly introduced, the instru- 
ment should be allowed to remam in contact with the 
stricture not longer than five minutes. If you should ask 
me why I specify so short a period, my answer would be 
that a tonger contact of the bougie wiUi the surface of the 
stricture might cause irritation, or increase existing inflam- 
mation, or even give rise to spaam and retention of urine. 
Inflammation is ^wa^s present, in a greater or less degree, 
in every organic stricture, as you alreadj' are aware ; and 
the object of this mode of treatment is to modify and 
remove this inflammation and its consequences, and expe- 
rience has taught us that longer contact of a fbcei^ body 
with the surface of a stricture is attended by risk ofincreas- 
ing inflammation, except in a case where familiarity with 
the temper of the stricture has demonstrated its greater 
tolerance. I am confident that your progress will be more 
rapid in the great majority of cases by adopting this rule. 
On withdrawing the instrument, caution your patient 
against exposare to cold, and ^iost getting bis feet wet. 

How soon should the operation be repeated? As a rule 
I should answer, in not leu than Ana or fow dag*. To 
explain tlie reason for this opinion, I must call your atten- 
tion to the phenomena which usually follow the first intro- 
duction of a bou^e through a stricture. K the patient passes 
water soon after the withdrawal of the instrument, he is 
generally gratified by recognising a marked inoresae in the 
size of toe stream ; if, on the contrary, several hours elapse 
before he attempts to relieve himself tAe increase is not so 
marked. On the next day it will probably bo as small as 
ever, and it is not until the tiiird or fourth day that the full 
dilating effect of the ^pUcation of the instrument is appa- 
rent ; and the stream may go on improving in sise to the 
end of the week, or even longer. Now these phenomena 
are thus explained: the first effect which follows the passage 
of the instrument is the result of simple mechanical dilata- 
tion of the strictorcL and hence the prompt increase in the 
size of the stream of^ urine ; but some increased turgeacence ' 
of the altered blood-vessels of ilfl diseased sur&ce always 
follows the contact and stretcfaiug of the stricture by the 
sound or boupe, no matter how carefully it may have been 
applied or how soon removed, and this may amount to in- 
flammatory swelling — hence the subsequent narrowing of 
the stream f aller a time, longer or shorter according to ibs 
amount of local excitement produced by the instrument 
tiiis inflammatory turgeecenoe passes awajr, and actual 
absorption of exudative deposit roHows— which absorpition 
may go on for an indefinite time, say, for example, in a 
recent stricture, for a week — and it is not until the expira- 
tion of this period that the full effect of the operation upon 
the stream of urine is experienced : after this, recoDtraction 
usually ensues. Itisobvious, then, that the dilating instru- 
ment should not be again employed, until the tiill effects of 
its first introduction have been secured — otherwise, by 
reExdting inflammatory action, we lose the secondarv fffeot 
in producing absorption, which only takes place after this 
has in a degree subdded. Thus you have an illustration 
of the two-fold action of the mode of cure we are study- 
mg : first by mechanical dilatation ; second, by the vital pi«- 
cess of absorption — and it is upon the latter that we mainly 
rely for the cure of organic stncture. 

It is (^parent also why we usually 'request the patientto 
evacuate nis bladder before paonng an instrumenti— for a 
longer period of rest is thus sooured before the urine is 
brou^t into contact with the recentiy excited sur&ca of 
the stricture, and one source of inflammation avoided ; and 
it is also explained why the use of diluents and alkahes b^ 
the patient by rendering his nrino more dilute and less irri- 
tating, facilitates the cure of the disease. 

It IS a good rule therefore to repeat the introdnction of the 
bougie or sound, as soon as all irritation caused by the pre- 
vious introduction shall have disappeared, and not until aft«' 
the stream of orine has ceased to improve in siae. If the 
amendment is obvious, make use of an instrument one sise 
larger than the one first employed ; otherwise introduce 
tbe first instrument and withdrawing itatoi 
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tile next nu — leaving it in the Hlricture the usual time. 
This process ia to be repented, with the precaution, uid at 
the intervals thus indicated, until the largest sized ateel 
sound has been reached which the oriGce of the urethra 
will admit without painful distension. Il has even been 
proposed to enlarge the oriGce of the urethra b; incising 
It, ia order to c«rrj the dilatation still further, and thus 
increase the chances of permanent cure j thismeasure, how- 
ever, is rani J justifiable. 

When this degree of dilat&lion has been accomplished in 
a moderatelj favorable case of stricture, all the symplomB 
of the disease hare nsuallj disappeared, and the question 
adaea — bow Jar is the care thus attained to be trusted aa 
pennanent? All sense of obstruction of the largest siied 
aound may have disappeared, and all thickening of the ure- 
thral wall at the seat of the contraction may Dave melted 
awaj aader the influence of absorption, and yet, as the 
altered surface of the mucous membrane does not possess 
the power of covering itself with a healthy and normal epi- 
thebum, the action apon it of the urine, in the vast majority 
of cases, soon rekindlea morbid action, and contraction 
slowly, bat surely, reappears — after discontinuing the use of 
the sound at stated intervals. It ia absolutely necessary 
therefore that the use of an instrument should be continued 
indefinitely; the intervals of its appUcation may be elon- 
gated, closely watching for the rei^pearauce of the first 



untoward symptom, at first from a week to a fortnight, 
perhaps to a month — but beyond this it is rarely ssTo to 
You may aak — and must the patient 



the instrument for the remainder of his life? These are 
the only terms on which immunity agunst return of the 
disease can be certsialy guaranteed. It is my habit to 
teach the patient to introduce an instrument for faimHeK^ so 
that he is thus rendered more independent of surgical aid : 
and this practice I would recommend for intelligent ana 
docile individuals. It haptens occasionally tliat a patient 
who has been thus drilled falls into neglect of himself, and 
hia stricture nevertheless does not thereby return — in other 
words, be is permanently cured; such cases are rare and 
vxceptional — only serving to prove the existence of the 
rule I have laid down. 

In a case of strictnre, usually of some duration, the 
nccessful progressof its cure by dilatalioa may be arrested 
— by causea not easy to explain ; the exudation may have 
become too permanently organised, or its degree of indura- 
tion too considerable to yield, beyond a certain degree, to the 
treatment just described. The patient may not be able to 
give the requisite amount of time, or his stricture may be 
to aensitive, or irritable, as to render the process of syste- 
matic dilatation unbearably painful. In such a case, where 
there is no disease of bladder or kidneys, it is competent, 
aft«r due preparation of the patient, to introduce a catheter 
of the lar^t sixe that bis stricture will admit, and, confin- 
ing it in its position by means of an adhesive plaster, or 
tape, and a split T-bandage, to leave it in the urethra for a 
period of 36 or 48 hours. The patient should be confined 
to bed, on his hack, with pillows behind his knees to keep 
^10 thighs semi-flexed, and an appropriate cradle or frame 
BO placed as to prevent the contact of the bed-clothes with 
the eud of the instrument. This should be fitted with 
a plug of soft wood to secure the periodical discharge of the 
unne, or a tube of india-rubber should be attached to it 
for the purpose of conducting the urine into a convenient 
receptacle. In caae of pain or much irritability, an anodyne 
snppoaitury may be introduced into the rectum ; if excessive 
nam or fever should follow, the instrument must be prompt- 
ly removed. This however rarely occurs, but on the 
contrary, at the end of the time specified, the catheter, 
which waa at first tightly grasped by the stricture, begins 
to move loosely in the urethra, a moderate amount of 
Kippuration makes its appearance, and it may generally be 
removed and replaced by an instrument several siiea larger. 
At the expiration of another day this should be taken out, 
a warm hip-bath administered, and the patient allowed to 
rest for a day or two, in bed, witboot the catheter; at the 



end of which time, if ererytliing goes weD, the same 
proce-s is to be repeated with a large instrument as the 
stricture will admit By this process, in the course of ten 
days a properly selected cose of stricture may be safely and 
fiilly dilated. I prefer, usually, a flexible catheter, for thia 
purpose, to one of silver, as it cau^ less uneasiness to the 
patient, and ia not likely to produce ulceration by ila 
unyielding pressure; the end of the catheter which is 
lodged in the bladder should project not more than an inch 
into its cavity, lest by contact with its wall on the opposite 
side, pain or even ulceration might be occasioned. The 
catheter should not be allowed to remun in the nrcthre 
longer than the period specified, as its eyea are liable to 
become obstructed, its extremity may become encmsted 
with phosphatic deposit, or an amount of inflammation maj 
be excitea in the urethral walls sufficient to give rise to 
subsequent thickening and induration. This mode of cure 
was originally styled by Dupuytren "viiald i la i a H on" aterm 
which is not distinctive, inasmuch as the abeorplion pro- 
duced by the method first described is undeniably also a 
vital process. It efiects absorption more rapidly, in con- 
sequence of the prolonged pressure to which the stricture 
is subjected, and the moderate amount of suppurative 
inflammation excited in it. In cases of stricture in which 
there is great liability to attacks of retention of urine, and 
which are complicated by false passages, which cause delay 
and uncertainty in the introduction of instrumentc for the 
purpose of gradual dilatation, this mode of treatment is 
advantageously adopted. It leads to prompt and succea^ul 
results, and if applied to judiciously selected cases, and 
managed with caution, is moderately safe and sure. 
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Leotcri II. 
ALTUOiron the earliest development of teeth ia of con- 
siderable importance, I shall not dwell upon it longer than is 
necessary to a simple elucidation of the process. A know- 
ledge of the origin of the teeth, and their first development, 
is, however, required in order to understand the manner of 
their final protrusion through the gums. The nidiments 
of the teeth are observed as early as the ^th week of 
fcetsi life, when the embryo weighs but fifteen grains, and 
is little more than half an inch in length. A deep groove 
first appears lined with mucous membrane, wiUun llie 
external alveolar margin of the upper maxillary bone. It haa 
been named, by Goodsir, the primitive dental groove. 
According to tne concise description of the anatomical 
researches on the formation of teeth, given by Harrison, the 
germ of the anterior deciduous molar tooth ia formed firs^ 
appearing aa a small papilla on the floor of the primitive 
dental groove; next the germs of the canine teeth are 
formed m the same manner; and about tlie tenth week of 
fcetal life those of the incisors, and lastly those of the poste- 
rior deciduous molar teeth. Thia pt^nSary atage is fol- 
lowed by the fdUtaJar and taeenlar, from the fourth or fifth 
months of fcotal life upwards. Delicate processes extend 
from the sides of the primitive dental grooves over each 
papilla, and by meeting before and behind it, inclose it in 
an open follicle. About this time the papilla begin to 
change their form, and to assume that of the future teeth. 
The follicles become closed by membranous processes 
extending over the margins, and form sacs which continue 
from the filth month of total life to the period of the erup- 
tion of the teeth at different periods after birth. 
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i3 development of the teeth 

period. Without any preceding fonnation of oartilagi 

substance we discover an osseous deposit on the dental 
pulp, which increaaing in size from the surface of the sac, 
augments ita volume from da^ to day. The dental pulp, 
wherever it is covered with this osseous laver, has a reddi^ 
tinge, more so than its other parts. The deposition of 
osseous matter on the dent»l pulp commencea either from 
its suriace, or from the coDtenta of the sac, probably fivm 
either ; the half-liquid contents of the sac continually increas- 
ing their percentage of phosphate of lime. When the ivory 
shell is formed in the dental sac, the interior of its parietal 
layer has a villous and vascular appearance, like mucous 
membrane, with a thin layer of granular matter upon it, 
which may be considered as a sort of epithelium lining the 
interior of the original follicles. This surface is the matrix 
of the enamel; it is impossible for this substance to be 
produced by or from the original pulp, or from its blood- 
vessels, as the latter has been enveloped in the ivory shell. 
The enamel appears first in minute crystalline, calcareous 
particles. It is not very hard, nor thick at first, but 
solidifies gradually and adheres closely to the ivory, from 
which it is separated by a thin membrane, hke that which 
is separating the ivoiy from the pulp. 

The cement forma a thin coating around the root or fang, 
and is formed by the lower or alveolar portion of the dentd 
aac, which invests the root and adheres U> it. The order of 
development of the single teeth depends on tbe general rule 
of Bohdification in the fatal body, which begins in the 
median Una and progTesses to either side simultaneously. 
Thus the inner incisors are formed first, and tie poflterior 
molar teeth last with the exception of the canine, which 
appear later. Further, teeth in the lower jaw will devctope 
earher, in corretpondence witJi the earher cssi&cation of the 
lower jaw in fetal life. A gradual development is also 
manifest in the number of dental pulps; in the third month 
of fcetal life there are sixteen, in the fourth twenty. 

After the teeth have been perfectly formed, ivory, 
cement, and enamel being deposited, they protrude from 
the jaw, penetrate the gums, and become visible in the 
cavity of the mouth, in consequence of the natural law of 
dental growth. The root of the tooth growing, the crown 
is propelled asainst the covering of the alveolar sac and the 
gums. The slight pressure produced thereby gives rise to 
gradual absorption of the osseous covering, and after this 
has disappeared, of the gums. By the continued growth 
of the root of the tooth, and by the progress in the deve- 
lopment of the maxillary bone, tbe tooth is again propelled 
until the whole orown is visible. 

The crown is the pmt developed first in the dental sac. 
With it, there is connected a thin and narrow osseous ring ; 
this root of the tooth is gradually progressing to the depth 
of the dental cavity. While thus the length of the tooth is 
increasing downwards, the gums and &e surface of the 
jaws are Tittle changed. But with the progress of ossifica- 
tion, both in tooth and jaw, tie later normal organization of 
the jaw becomes manifest The dental cavity is length- 
«ned, its osseous wall becoming more extended. But the 
^wti of the tooth being more rapid, it commences press- 
mg against the osseous covering. Resorption takes place, 
not only of the covering bone, but of its periosteum, of the 

rOB, and finally of the mucous membrane of the mouth, 
newborn infants the gums are hard, firm, and solid, so 
much so that it has long been called, though it is cellular 
tissue, by tie term — dent&l cartilage. Before the cutting 
of the teeth it is, as it were, their representative, being the 
only means of tijiing a fixm hold of the nipple. The gums 
will sometimes exhibit protuberances and cavities that look 
very much like teeth, the more so as these pronunences are 
generally pale and of whitish color. The almost cartilagi- 
nous consistency of tie gums disappear after birth; it 
gradually becomes soft in &e course of a few months- ita 
BurGtce, instead of remaining sharp and pointed, grows blunt 
and thick, and even exhftiits a sort of groove; being 
rounded only in those few caaes In which the gums will be 



affected with an inflammatory process. After the gums 
have obtained tlieir soft and loose consistency, the penetra- 
tion of the teeth finds naturally less difficulty. 

Elchmann reports fourhundredobservaijons on dentition, 
with accurate notices of the time of the eruption of the 
several ^oups of teeth. He concludes that teeth do not 
appear smgly, but generally in groups. The period of the 
protrusion of the several groups is as follows : — 

Inferior (middle) incisors betw. the 28th and 32d week. 

Superior " " " " 36th " 40th " 

Anterior molar teeth " " 48th " 54th " 

Canine teeth " " 16th " 18th month. 

Firstposteriormolarteeth" " 22d "24th " 

At the 27th or 30ih moctii, there are twenty teeth in 
healthy children. 

The following tabic from Ashhumer shows how slight is 
the difference in the observations of authors. 

7th month . 2 central lower incisors. 

. 8th " . ,2 " upper " 
9tb " . .2 lateral lower " 

9th to 10th month 2 " upper " 
12th " 14th " , 4 first molar teeth. 
16ti " ISlh " . j 2 lower canine teeth. 
19th ■'20th " . (2 tippet " " 
23d " 30th " ■ . 4 last moUr " 

There is, in fact, but little difi'erence between the two 
tables, and as s rule you will not find many deviations in 
healthy children. 

The order which teeth generally foUow in their appear- 
ance is sometimes chaoged Thus Fox, in his account of 
the diseases which afiect children during the fii^t dentition, 
states that the molar teeth have protruded before the lateral 
incisors, Bninner, also, reports a case in which a molar 
tooth preceded the other teeth, Lambert found a canine 
tooth, the only one protruding, in an infant two weeks old, 
which grew 1^ inches in two weeks. Raw mentions the 
case of en infiwt which bad a canine tooth before an incisor, 
and BsumSe reports the same anomaly to have been met 
with by a friend of his. Sach, however, are rare exceptions 
to the rule, altltough anomalies of less extraordinary 
character will be found from time to time. Thus the lateral 
incisors will precede, sometimes, the central ones; or the 
incisors will first appear in the upper jaw, thus reversing 
the usual order, in which the lower is first to exhibit ihem. 
So regular, indeed, is the first appearance of teeth in the 
lower jaw, that children in whom the anomaly referred to 
occurs, are thought to be short-lived by tie common people 
of some countries, Naumann thinks this belief is based on 
experience, and is inclined to regard it as a fact; and 
seeking to harmonize pubUc opinion and science, he ven- 
tures to ofier the follawiuK explanation, viz. the appearance 
of t«eth first in the upper jaw proves a precocious develop- 
ment of the upper jaw, and, consequently, of the whole 
skull ; the brain participates in this premature development, 
and increased irritation and cerebral symptoms necessarily 
follow. At a later period, in this conrae, I shall take occa- 
«on to show how much truth there is in this popular 
belief, by explaining in what manner abnormities in the 
cutting of teeth are important^ not as causes, but as symp- 
toms, of anomalous development of the cranium in general ; 
and m what manner the brain may be injured and life 
endangered by such anomalies. 

A change in the order of tie protrusion of the teeth is 
not the only anomaly that we meet with, for tie Ume of 
tieir first protrusion will sometimes be found to difier much 
from the aven^ age of their appearance. The first varia- 
tion of this kind which I will notice, is the appearance of 
teeth at birth. This singular anomaly has now been 
observed many times, as the followine examples which I 
have been able to collect, will abundanfly prove: 

The younger Phny states that lie renowned Harcus 
Curius, consul of tie Roman republic 270 years before our 
era, had a full set of teeth at birth. This was the reason of 
his beinc named, Dentatus. The same autlior mentions the 
case of PapyriuB, and of a lady, named Valeria, who had all 
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their teeth at birth. Zoroaster, the Persian legieUtor, ia 
also reported te have bod til bia teeth at birth. The old 
hiatoriaos, from whom Weinrich took the facta, probably 
thought fae waa destined to become the exponent of wiedom 
and morals, from being so extraordinarily and precociously 
gifted. Louia XIV. of France, whom some writers call the 
great, because be lived contemporaneously with some great 
men of hia country, was bom with two teeth; as wn9 also 
his Secretary of State, Cardinal Mazariu. The celebrated 
Qrotiua, who then lived in France, prophesied that the 
royal baby would prove a dangerous character, and that 
like the Dipplea of lus wet-nuraes, bleeding and torn by the 
voracious inianl, the oeighboriDg aoTerei^a would be the 
Bubjecta of the depredations and robberies of the future 
king. Scottus, in his Phi/nohgia atriota, relates, from a 
report of Nieremberg's, the case of a Spanish dwarf, who 
had all his teeth when bom, and never lost one of them, 

Sot a beard in hia seventh, and had a son in hia tenth year. 
•Id Eeister repeats the report of Kauliz, of a child, 'bom 
with two incisors, which soon turned black ; the child grew 
thin and emaciated, and died with rachitia when a year 
old. In Buehner'a coQections tliere ia the case of an infant, 
twelve days old, who had teeth, and died soon after of a 
papulous and veaicular eruption, with consecutive desqua- 
mation (hereditary syphilis?). Lahioni reports the case of 
a newborn infant with two rows of teeth. 

We learn from Schurig that Craiwius observed two inci- 
aon in the lower jaw of a fcetua in the sixth month of 
utero-gestation. Schenk reports a ' " 
stated in F-'- "-■ - ■ ■■ - 
with long 

opinion that such congenital teeth are the cause of the 
TBgitus uterinuB. Quldenkiel reports the case of the 
daughter of NaviaiuSj^an officer at Camenz, who waa bom 
with two incisors, Helwich has several cases of boys bom 
with teeth in the lower jaw; and Daniel Ludovicus relates 
the cases of newborn girls, having teeth in either jaw, and 
iiyuring their tongues by them. Similar cases have been 
reported by Johann Rhodius, Qtnckel, Maaarinus, Simon 
Uaiolns, Alexander Benedictua, Hildanus, Balduinus, and 
PoUdonis Virgilius. 

Genael reporte the case of a boy who was bom with two 
incisora. Schlenck, E. von Siebol^ J. Ph. Horn, Uerck- 
lin, and Storch, have seen the like, without, however, men- 
tionmg the aex of the children. Vesti relates the case of 
his own daughter, who waa born with a tooth. Detharding 
observed a tooth in a ftetua of six montiia ; another in an 
infant three daya old; and four teeth in a newborn infant 
J. F. Iiobstein gives the case of a child bora twenty daya 
after the ninth month of utero-gestalion, with six incisors. 
ReveiU^Pariae met with four lanine teelh in an infant of 
four weeka, two of which had cut before birth ; the develop- 
ment of the other teeth was equally precocious. Meissner 
. aaw two incisors in a newborn child, one of which fell out 
in the course of a few daya ; in another case the same thing 
happened, but a second tooth followed soon after, boS 
of whirfi were firmly imbedded in their alveoli and proved 
to be of the same nature as temporary teeth generally. Two 
indsors, obaerred in a newborn infant in the Paris found- 
ling hoapital, by Billardj feU out after six weeks. Mende 
oboerved two upper incisors in an infant; they were looae 
and movable, produced pain when touched; the mouth 
had an oblique direction, and the matins of the maxilUe 
were connected with each other. Although the teeth were 
extracted, the infant was unable to suck, and died of trismus 
on the fourth day after birth. Canten reports the case of a 
child in the practice of Dr. Tomes, bom with two teeth in 
the lower jaw, by which the breast of the mother, and its 
own upper jaw, had been injured. On examination he 
found two al^, rough incisori protruding from the centre 
of the lower jaw. Their were ill-shaped, imperfectly coated 
with enamel, and loose in the gum, and stood across, instead 
of in a line with the alveolar arch. They were temoved, 
and it waa found that tie fangs were not more than one- 
third developed. In fact, the teeth had attained about the i 



had protruded through the guma before they were fitted for 
eruption. An after-proceaa had been effected before the 
preparatory one had been completed, A similar case 
occurred in Canton's own practice. Brown mentions the 
t»He of a child bom with the central inosors through the 
gums. They were eitracted. Two other children were 
afterwards bom of the same mother, in each of whom the 
same anomaly was found. All the children were females. 
The teeth were allowed to remain. Crump and Leth- 
bridge have each observed a case of complete dentition at 
birth ; the case of the former observer occuniog in a atill- 
bom negro child. The sockets were very imperfectly 
formed. Baum^, while quoting the cases of congenital 
teeth observed hj Columbus, Van Bwieten, Maroellua 
Donatua, and Antigonus, reports the caae of a Frendi lady 
who bore a girl with two congenital incisors in the uppo' 
jaw, followed by two teeth on each aide of the former, in 
the aame jaw, three daya afterwards. The infiuit died in 
convulaiona. Bichard ITT,, and Mirabeau, the hero of the 
commencement of the great French revolution, had teeth 
when they were bora. Similar cases are reported by 
Churehill, Fleming, Denman, while the celebrated Haller 
collected nineteen. I cannot conclude tbJB long list withont 
adding that Whitehead, the worthy professor and clinica] 
teacher at Manchester, England^ removed two teeth from 
the lower jaw of a newly bom infant, in order to &ci]itate 
Buckling. They were reproduced at the time when the 
canine teeth were formed, viz. af\er a year and a hal^ 
instead of the uaual time of aeven or eight months. 

In Billard's opinion congenital teeth are not firm, but are 
liable to get loose, and be lost ; but auch is not the experi- 
ence of Meisener and others. The last author isi, as a rule^ 
opposed to the advice of Billard, and the practice of White- 
head, of extracting such nremature teeth when they pre- 
vent Buckling. Meissners opinion is, that no animal ia 
prevented frem sudting by the teeth in its mouth — a theoiy 
which is good enough for animals, but not for our race. 
Whitehead's case, in which it waa necessary to remove a 
tooth te enable the mother to nurse the child, the fact that 
the nipples are very hable to become aore where the teeth 
are fully developed before weaning, and finally the few 
cases reported above, in which congenital teeth did not fall 
out to give place to the real temporary teeth, are vaUd 
proo& agunst such practice, at least in a number of cases. 

Congenital teedi nave been made the subject of spedal 
remarks by Dr. Neasel, professor of dental surgery at the 
University of Prague. As his opinions differ somewhat 
from others, I will state them more definitely. He removed 
congenital teeth in three cases. In his opinion, they are, 
properly speaking, not genuine teeth, aa they differ greatiy 
m substance and form, and especiailT in the nature and 
consistency of their exterior layer. They are leea firm and 
solid, and their enamel is white, but thin, and not formed at 
all m some parts. They are not inclosed in the dental 
alveolus, but have a loose attachment merely to the gums. 
The real teeth will appear afterwards ; and his impression 
is, that such precocious formations are principally observed 
in individuals who will ahow the symptoms of ^neral scro- 
fula in more advanced life. He therein coincides with 
Capurrm't opinion, who always conwders the premature 
appearance of teeth as a symptom of a morbid constitution. 
He removed them, not because of any inconvenience to the 
motlier on nursing the infant, but because, in sucking, the 
tongue is brought forwards, and is liable to become sore 
and ulcerated from the continued contact. Some of Nes- 
sel's remarks correspond with Lassaignac's statementa, who, 
by careful chemical investigations, found the teeth of 
younger animals to contain more organic matter than the 
older, as in the case of their bones; but he is certwnly 
mistidten in regard to those congenital teeth which prove 
to be real temporaiy teeth. 

In Whitehead's cases, and in some otheiB, the extracted 
teeth were reproduced. The fiicta, however, are sufBcdently 
numerous, proving that tiiia will not Uke place in evei? 
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Indeed it cumot, where the congeoiUl are genu- 
ine dedduoiu teeth. 

It U not at tH desirable that deciduous t«eth should fall 
out prematurely, or be removed, for tlie jaw tlicreby con- 
tracts, and undergoes a certain degree of atrophy, and con- 
sequently, when th^ permanent teeth appear, tbere ia not 
.„&.; — . Besides, the permanent teeth — ' 






than the deciduous teeth, and (as usually happens after Uie 
latter have Men out, or been extracted) they, too, appear 
before the normal period; the jaw, then, not being suQi- 
dentlyexpaoded, they are either out of the normal poution, 
and are arranged in an irregular manner, or they are forced 
to form two rows. This anomaly cannot be remedied, be- 
cause, as Canton justly observes, con^derable chuiges 
take place in the form of the lower jaw-bone, as the child 
advances in years. The angle formed by the ascending 
portion, or ramus, is at birtn very obtuse, insomuch that 
nnder die age of four years it is imposmble that the boue 
can be dislocated. The jaw enlarges, or increases in size at 
the posterior part, not near the chin in order that the 
additional molar teeth which the child acquires at the 
second dentition, may find space, without dlEturbing or 
interfering with the teeth whiSi correspond with those of 
the temporary set. This grovfth of the jaw continues up 
to the adult period of life, when all the permanent teet£ 
have made their appearance. The ramus is then' nearly 
vertical with the body of the maxilla, and forms a right 
angle with it. When, in old age, all the teeth have been 
lost, and the alveolar arch is closed by the absorption of 
tlie pulitions of the sockets, the jaw again changes aome- 
'what in shape, and is, apparently at least, thrown forwards. 
In some cases anoUier occurrence will take place. The 
deciduous teeth may be firmly inclosed in the jaw and not 
give way to the onward pressure of the permanent set, 
■which thereby are forced to change their direction, and 
protrude either in front of or behind the deciduous teetk 
Asin these cases the jaws are fully developed to their proper 
size, it is not only not injurious but absolutely necessary to 
remove the deciduous teeth in order to let the permanent 
Bet assume their normal position. A second vanation is in 
the position of the teeth, and instead of one row normally 
developed otherwise, there are two or more, Columbus 
reports that one of his children had three rows of teeth. 
Valerius Maximus and Pliny relate similar facta. A son 
of Mithridates is said to have had t^o, and Hercules three. 
Arnold has met with a child of fourteen years having 
seventy-two teeth, thirty-Mx being cont«ned in each jaw, 
and placed in two rows in a very regular manner, with 
the exertion of the incisorSj which exhibited some devi- 
ation. Baum^ gives two similar cases, but in both the 
children were unhealthy, with feeble constitutions, and 
a scorbutic condition of their gums. Storch reports a 
case from an old collection of medical iacts and essays ; 
and Lanzoni g^ves instauces of two rows in a new bom 
infant; in a citizen of Ferrara- and lastly, in Louis XIIL, 
King of France, who is said also to have had three 
rows, by some writers who exa^erate the eipreasion of 
Barthohnus, who reports the case :—" Item duplici vel 
triplici ordine dentium, qualem in piscibus nonnullis vidi 
et qualem Ludovicus XIU. Oalliarum rex babuit." 

A third variation is the appearance of teeth at a later 
period tiian the normal one. Van Swieten gives the case of 
a girl whose osseous system was well developed, and health 
perfect, but who had no teeth before the nineteenth month. 
Bayger relates the case of a girl who got her four tempo- 
rary canine teetb when thirteen years old; Fauchard, that 
of a child from five to wx years, who had a few incisors 
only. BrouEct knew a child twelve years old who had but 
one half of the normal contingent set of teeth, the alveolar 
margin having the firmness and solidity of the gums of old 
age. Duris has seen the first tooth appear in the eleventh, 
and 8meUie in the twenty-first or twenty-second year. 
Ijanzoni knew a child who had the first tooth, and the 
power of speaking intelligibly, in the seventh year. Ash- 
bamer reports the case of a yery delicate though lively 



child, with large head, tumid abdomen, and pecuUarly small- 
siKcd extremities, who cut the first tooth, an upper incisor, at 
twenty-two months, and remarks that many cases of tardy 
access of speech, and of stammering, arc connected with 
erroneous aevelopment of the teelli. Schoepf Merei, who 
relates the case of a child who had the first tooth at three 
months, and eleven at eleven months, has seen a child who 
had no teeth when several years of age. Maury attended a 
girl of seven years, who had not her first lowerincisora, the 
space being sufficient for three teeth, and the alveolnr pro- 
cesses being low and narrow. I have had under observation 
ahoy to the age of two yearsand ten months, at which time 
he had not a tooth, nor a symptom of approaching dentition. 
The records of the Children's Department of the German 
Dispensary of the City of New York contain a similar 
instance in a child of two years of age. Amongst the four 
hundred observations on dentition reported by Eichmann, 
there were a few in which the first tooth cut at twenty- 
two months, and in a case described by Churchill the first 
teoth cut at seven years of age. 

A fourth variation, of which there are a very small 
number of obserrations, consists in the absence of teeth. 
Botallus gives the case of a woman of sixty years who 
never had a tooth. Oudct is of the opinion that the 
cause of this anomaly must be looked for in an early 
iafianimalJon and suppuration of the dental germs. Valla 
reports the case of Fherecrates, and Baumis that of an 
adult man who never had teeth. 

The fifth anomaly is the absence of a number of teeth, 
mstances of which are also on record. One or two have been 
mentioned by me. Storch describes the case of his own 
daughter, wno bad no canine teeth; Lindercr that of a 
girl fiHeen years old, who never had either of the four 
upper incisors. I have myself known a lady with but two 

Finally, the following onomalies of doubtful character 
may be mentioned :— Plutarch and Valerius Maximua 
report, that Pyrrhus, king of Epirus, and a son of Prusias. 
king of Bithynia, had only one bone on each jaw, instead 
of tie full contingent set of teeth. And Bernard Jengha 
was in possession of a skull, in the upper jaw of which 
(this being the only one found) only ttoee dental masses 
were contained, the Central one corretponding with the 
incisoiB and canine teeth, and each of^the two exterior 
ones with five molars. Perhaps, however, these cases 
belong to the class of those described by Eustacbe and 
Sabatier, in which a number or a whole set of teeth were 
incrusted by a hard steny substance, thus producing the 
impresaon of a ungle dental mass, or a limited number of 



mterferes less with ^neral health than at a prematura 
period of life Morbid symptoms in the former coses are 
stated to be less frequent. But delayed teething seldom 
stands as an isolated fact, but is an undoubted proof of some 
morbid condition in nutrition and general development. In 
the large majority of cases a notable retardation in the 
eruption of the teeth is but one of the symptoms of 
derangement and faulty development of the osseous system 
and Uie or^nism in generaL The bones of the infant 
should be developed with the same equability as its other 
parts. Premature teething, premature walkmg, and pre- 
mature ossification of the cranial bones, usually coexist; SO 
do protracted teething, retardation of walking, aud retarda- 
tion of the ossification of the cranial bones and fontanelles. 
They are far from being favorable symptoms, and are too 
frequently the first symptoms of rachitis. Old Heister 
and Storch were already aware of this fact. To what 
extent the general health and constitutional vigor corre- 
spond with the formation of the teeth, and the develop- 
ment of the osseous syEtem, is clearly shown by the follow- 
ing inquiries of Merei. 

Of twenty healthy and robust children, the l«i^ cranial 
fontanel was closed in ten at from eleven to thirteen months ; 
in five at thirteen; in two at fourteen^ in two at ten; ia 
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one at fineen. In fourteen of tliese the first (^etli cut at 
from ^x to eight months; in four at from eight to oine; in 
two before the siith month. Consequently, there is, in 
healthy children, an interval of from four to seven months 
between the cutting of the first incisors and the closure of 
the fontanel. 

Of eight feeble or wckly, but not rickety, children, the 
large fontanel was closed in six at from eleven to thirteen ; 
ID two at trom thirteen to fourteen montlis of age. In 
seven of these the first incisors cut from four to seven 
months before the closure of the fontanels; in one the 
cutting of the first tooth, which took place at thirteen 
months, was directly succeeded bv the closure of the fon- 
tanel. Thus it appears, that feeble, but not rachitic, chil- 
dren, differ little in the proportionate time iti which the 
several parts of the anorganic portion of the body is deve- 
loped, except that the general development is usually a 
UttJe slower. 

Of eight rickety children, the fontanel in three was closed 
in the thirteenth month ; symptoms of rachitic mollifica- 
tion of ihe osseous system developed themselves immedi- 
ately afterwards ; the incisor teeth came at the regular 
time ; the other ones too lata In three the ossification of 
the cranial fontanel took place between the sixteenth and 
nineteenth month, the first tooth having made its appear- 
ance at the age of twelve months, the others following in 
rapid succession. In one tlie large fontanel was open at 
nineteen months; the first teeth cut at the regular time, 
while rachitis was not yet present; but at eighteen months 
there were but eight teeth present. In one case of severe 
rachitis, neiUier the fontanel was closed, nor had the 
eruption of a single tooth t*ken place at the age of twenty- 
fire months. I have deemed it important thus to consider 
the anomidies of dentition and the connexion of the eruption 
of teeth with the development of the osseous system, and 
finally allude, in passing, to its relations to the general 
heaJtn, and the constitution of the patient 
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Orioihatobs of useful invenijons are benefactors of man- 
kind; jet the debt of gratitude which the world owes to 
every individual inventor, depends not entirely upon the 
result obt^ned by adding to the beauty, rapidity, or cheap- 
ness which may be given to any species of human indus- 
try, The deterioration to hraUh and consequent shortness 
of life which may accompany the carrying out of the 
process of the manufacture are also to be taken into 
account A recent writer in the Mklmburgh Review has, in 
a very interesting manner, considered this question, in giv- 
iiw[ statistics respecting some of the various occupations of 
lile. Every callmg may be found to have an average mor- 
taLty for those engaged in it^tbe gentleman of cdtivated 
ease and the idler of no ease at all, who works to kill time, 
alike having their average length of life. The industriid 
man is reaJly indebted to him who has by his genius 
enabled him to attain to an agreeable (esthetic, and far more 
to an absolutely necessary result, with a diminution of time 
and coat; but enlightened humanity owes a boon of grati- 
tude to him who accomplishes this end with a leas cost of 
health and life. Man perhaps feels thankful to the artisan 
who found out that the beautiful Brussels lace may alone be 
manuCictured in underground, dark, and damp rooms, when 
the bnjht Ught of day and the sun-dried air would contract 



and twist and break those slender filaments of flax which 
form the gossamer substance of this frail ornament for the 
frailer creatures of clay ; but the great heart of humanity 
should shout a pKan of praise to the roan who at 6ome 
future time, failing to efiect the entire disuse of this material 
for ornamentation, may invent some plan whereby it can 
be made without the great aacrifice of the eyes— as • con- 
stant life in almost utter darkness can alone enable the 
weavers to attain to the delicacy of vision which will allow 
the perception of Ihe slender meshes which ihey are to 
fashion into fairy-like meshes, and spider-net figures. 

The lives that have been saved by the use of Humphrey 
Davy's Safely Lamp cannot be told, but he who will invent 
someway of adding to the life of the artisans in steel, will 
do infinitely more good, for we find that the Bpma of life 
in Sheffield of the grinders of necessary cutlery is as fol- 

D17 grinders of fork^ 39 years, 

" " razors, 31 " 

" " scissors, .... 3! " 

" " edge tools and thesra, 3! " 

" " spring knives, . . 84 " 

" " table knive^ ... 36 " 

" " sickles, 38 " 

Look, too, at the makers of phosphorus matchee and see 

the diseases in Ihe jaw-bonesensuing therefrom; tbemakera 
of arsenical wall papers, the workers in lead, as the painter, 
plumber, cardmaKer, rt id genus amne 

We could with interest collect the statistics of the mor- 
tality of every calhng in life, and show how each bos its 
benefits and drawbacks. We would, however, prefer to 
turn to the various plans for tbe relief of these attendant 
evils, and show how ventilation lenglliens life, that exercise 
strengthens the body and that both not only expand the 
mind, but by cultivating good digestion and a healthy body, 
prevent fretfulness, peevishness, irritability, and consequent 
sin. Sin is the consequence of bad healUk, first caused by 
the intestinal irritation of a green apple and now kept up 
by foul ur, foul food, and fouler drinks. 

Pleasant as such themes might be, we must turn at pre- 
sent to another branch of the subject, and from the general 
come to tlie particular, and show statistically how the 
health of the entire womankind has been benefited and is 
to be benefited by one recent invention. This I undertake 
fromadeepfeehngofinterest in this great hygienic improve- 
ment, because I have carefully and assiduously studied the 
facts of the cose for several years; and finally, because I 
am fully convinced that much error is current respecting 
tills subject, not only among the community, hut also among 
the medical faculty, who ought to know better, nnd who 
ought not to carelessly express crude opinions when they 
have abundant opportunity to form enlightened judgments 

The object of this paper (hen is to examine the invention 

bring belbre this learned and deliberative body the umple 
facts as I have found them. I claim that the sewing ma- 
chine is the great boon of the nineteenth century to the 
women of Christendom and of the world — that it has 
maniimilird the while thve. 

The opinions here given are founded by many yeais' 
study of the working of machines of all patterns, among 
which may be enumerated those of Wheeler & Wilson, 
Grover & Baker, Fiukle & Lyon, Singer, Connor, and 
many others. I shall narrate them in their simplicity, leav- 
ing all oratory respecting the improved condition of women, 
mothers, and shirt-maker ; all questions of political economy 
as to the result effected upon the community by the general 
use of the sewing machine; questions of mor^ty adduced 
by some ; all matters extraneous to the simple question of 
health fulness, to other times, places, and persons, and give 
only facts in this simple direction. 

The world requires for a necessity ■ oertain amount of 
tewing. The sewing maAuna dou ue viiric^^Wdv* 
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persons — therefore either but ft twelfth of the peraona em- 
|>1oyed is neceesftry. or the work is dune id a twelfth of the 
time. SuppoBJn^ tliis work is done under the sftmecircum- 
atances of toul a^r and by the midnight lamp, the amaurotic 
eyes and the cousumptive'g hectic cheek are diminished to 
one twelfth. If by the diminished quantity of work, 
"nightwork" is dispensed with, the "eyelids weary and 
worn" are vastly diminished in Qumher. 

Buthere comes the argument which this paper is especially 
intended to meet ; for it is alleged by some in objecting to 
sewing machines, Srst, that " sewing machine work is infe- 
rior in looks, strength, and consequent durability of wear to 
hand work (which statement, with a simple but very forci- 
ble denial, I pass by for more legitimate themes), and 
secondly, that the working of the machine not only aggra- 
vates but originates disease. This latter objection, like those 
once urged, tjiat the thread was worn out by the needle in 
passing through the cloth, needs only to be looked at to be 
disproved. Time has shown that the threaiJ does not pass 
through the cloth with anything like the frequency that it 
does in hand sewing, and ten years hare shown that the 
health of the operators on machines of all varieties is in no 
respect injured oy the working upon them. 

I was one day inaking inquiries ofa person who made fancy 
articles for sale, having had some six machines at work for 
many years, if she considered them healthy. The reply was. 
" Perfectly so; our girls are never sick, some have workea 
upon them for a year without losing a day," At that mo- 
ment a lady came in, and bought a fancy garment, and on 
being urged to buy a half dozen replied : " Oh, no, I have 
bought Uiis one for a pattern, I have a Wheeler & Wilson 
at home myself, and I shall ea.sily run off ' a set.' " " But," 
eays the aefler, " it will never do for you to work a machine, 
it will injure your health." This ia tlie kind and value of 
the opinions adverse to the sewing machine on the score of 
health. 

The principal diseases said to be caused by the sewing 
machine are the so-called " female diseases" and spinal, 
complaints. I have had some practice in these diseases, 
and may be allowed as a matter of personal experience to 
stale that I have never seen a single patient who gained 
her living by working a sewing-machine, who was affected 
with leucorrhcea, "f^ingof the womb," " ulcerations of the 
■womb," or spinal difficulty — who ever had an abortion 
while using iC or who in any way could trace any injury 
, from it. Neiuier have I had any patients in private prac- 
tice with any diseases at all attributable to it. I have had 
many patients who have made up their family and children's 
clothing for the season^ and their " baby linen" just before 
their lying-in, with no injurious effects. 

I am aware that the jar of the machine and the " up and 
down" vibratory motion are stated to produce abortions, 
but this seems to me to be a most erroneous opinion, inas- 
much as the "jar" of the machine, if there is any, falls not 
upon the feet or lower extremities, in which it is not felt in 
the slightest degree, but entirely upon the arms of the 
operator resting upon the table; and from this undeniable 
reason, the allied analogy between the hypothetical state- 
ment, that "the vitality of hen's e^gs carried in cars and 
subject to their vibratory and OBciliatory morement, is bo 
destroyed that not one in a score will hatch," does not hold 
good, oven if it can be proved that the human orum in a 
healthy uterus is killed by this trembling movement, as is 
claimed by some. Upon this point I have also a word to 
•ay in a proper place. Overwork, and by one unaccustomed 
or disused to the sewing-machine, may, very probably, in 
some cases produce abortion, and so will a long walk in the 
Central Park, a day's shopping, excessive laughing even 
the eating of a bunch of grapes ; yet shall these be denied 
the parturient woman? Shall we take the exception for 
the rule ? 

With the view of learning the facts that actusJlj exist, I 
have made as csrefiil inquiries as I knew bow, of those 
running Urge numbers of machines for manufacturing par- 
po8e% of the girla actually and for many years working upon 



them, for their own experience and observation of those 
working by their side in the same factories, of physicians 
whose peculiar practice would lead them to note any gene- 
ral amount of disease among this class of girls, and now offer 
the result and many of the details of the inquiry. 

Dou^lat A Sherwood, extensive manufacturers of skirts, 
for several years ran some two liundred and fifty of Wheeler 
and Wilson's machines constantly, and were, till a change 
in their business made less machine work necessary, in the 
diily use of more machines than any one else in the United 
Slates, and probably in the worid. Mr, Sherwood, under 
whose daily supervision was this portion of the work, said 
to me, " That he hod yet to seethe first injurious effei^t from 
working a machine. Many girls who had come into his 
employ pale and weak, complaining of pain in the back, 
and at first unable to do a day's work, speedily became able 
to work their full nine hours, and became free from pain, 
robust, and healthy. He has never seen but one girl (who 
has a curvature in the spine between the shoulders) who 
was unable to use the machine. Many with spinal affec- 
tions and curvatures, work full time without any bad results. 
The girls are rarely away from work from ill health. The 
girls, when they first come, after a day's work, are obliged 
to ride home from fatigue — but they soon walk home. 
Now, he finds that those who tit tewing in the old ftahioned 
way, are so tired by night that almost all of them ride home, 
but the machine workers and those on their feet all day, 
walking around the hoop-frame, bending in every posture, 
now almost invariably walk to and &om their homes, seve- 
ral miles distant His own sister, who was fearful to try 
the machine, on account of a " weak back," has been enabled 
to use it ten and twelve hours a day, not only without 
injury but even with positive benefit, as her health has 
materially improved, dnce commencing it" 

One lady in a private family stated that she had found 
an attack of neuralgia, to which she was very susceptible, 
to always ensue from the withdrawal of the animal heat 
.through the iron foot-plate, whenever she wore thin slip- 
pers, but on covering the pUte with a thick bit of carpeting 
such a result was never afterwards noted. 

I have never heard of an instance of muscular rheuma- 
tism or cramps, affections most probable to be produced by 
such unusual exercise, arising from the use of any machine. 
From a visit to the factory of Payan rf Carhartj where 
fifty Wheeler and Wilson's, and fifty Singer's machmes an 
in daily operation in the manufacture of clothing, I found 
that the heavy Singer's machines were worked by com- 
pressed air — that so much muscular force was required to 
carry the machine on at a paying ipeed, that pushing the nee- 
dle through heavy beaver cloth and buckram, was too much 
for the muscular power of the girls — but with machinery 
they were enabled to run them as fast as might be desired., 
The working of these heavy machines with the foot did not, 
however, pn)duce any disease. Exhaustion from over- 
work in this, as ineveryotheroverwork, was necessarily felt 
Tbe unanimous testimony was, that the machine had 
wrought a benefit upon the laborer. In particular it had 
enabled work to be so systematized as to moke the employ- 
ment of a large number of operatives, in Urge and well 
aerated and salubrious rooms, not only mutually profitable, 
but the workman could, from the system enabled to 
be introduced, make more wages in Uie laotor^ than at 
home ; thus the da^ was not as beretAfore q>ent m a small 
apartment, containing bed, cooking-stove, children, work- 
bench, etc., but after a healthy morning's walk in a pure 
atmosphere and amid cheerful compaoioni, again to be 
refreshed by tbe walk home after the labor* of the day 
were finished. It was the opinion of those who worked for 
years on the board as journeymen tailors, and several years 
at the machine, that the Utter was fu better for health and 

Sirils; that the mind was sharpened by the stimulus of 
a machinery, and the machine worker was intellecUially 
brighter than the mere sewer. 
iTiUet 
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Cam XTL Forrigo. — J. A., sst 6 years, boy, was »t the 
CUnic Ibree weeks ago, vhen the whole face and sculp were 
covered with thick scabs, which are now mostly cleared off. 
The surface, however, is still red, and has the peculiar cha- 
racter of the original disease. At the first visit of the 
Ktient, the hair was directed to be cut short, (ind an emol- 
nt poultice applied ; after which, the part^ were ordered 
to be kept clean by frequent ablutions of warm water, and 
the following ointment was directed : B. Creasoti gtt. x.; 
nn^. simp. | L The patient is now in a much bett«r con- 
dition ; ablutions and ointment continued. The following 
medicinewas also recommended: B Fulv. rbei, carb. sodffi aa 
gr, ii. ; piUv. ipecac gr. one quarter ; three times a day. To 
the lace m^ I>e apfJied acet. pliunbi I i. ; aquie OIL 

Cam XVIL Morbta Coxanm.-~W.B., at. 14, boy; has 
always been a delicate lad. The complaint is of four years' 
standing, uid is supposed to have been induced by bis taking 
cold while bathing. It commenced with pain in the left 
knee, with severe nocturnal exacerbations. la February 
last an abscess formed in the hip-joint of the corresponding 
side, which pointod and broke two inches or so below the 
lower trochanter on the outer side of the thigh. This dis- 
ease is most frequent in childhood; it often occurs about 
puberty, or in early manhood. It may originate in the 
cancellated structure of the bone, ulceration of the cartilages 
of the joint, or in inSammatJon of the synovid membrane. 
The disgnosb of the origin of the disease in these three 
forms is obscure, but the course of iJie malady and the 
treatment are the same. It is divided in its progress into 
three stages: 1st. Lameness, and inability t« bear the 
weight of the body on the affected Lmb ; 2d. Apparent 
elon^tion and eversion of the limb, supposed to be from 
effusion into the capsule of the joint; 3d. Inversion 
and shortening of the limb after the capsular ligament is 
perforated and the nus or fluid is discharged. These 
changes of length of limb are, usually, merely apparent on 
inspection. Accurate measurement from the anterior supe- 
rior process of the ilium to the internal malleolus of the 
tibia shows, as a general rule, that this statemoat is cor- 
rect The reason of this apparent change of length in the 
limb is owing to the tiltjng upwards of the pelvis to the 
affected aide. The patient was placed on the bed on his 
back, ood the feel oeing brought together, the apparent 
difference was about l^lf an inch ; on measurement of 
both limba and comparing them, tlie short«ning was found 
to bo real The sinus lefl by the opening above mentioned 
still remains, and discbarffcs a thin ichorous pus. On pass- 
ii^ a curved probe into Uie sinus, it was found to pass two 
and a haff inches upwards towards the trochanter. There 
is, at present, evidence of an abscess situated over, and a 
little behind the trochanter major: this may be connected 
with the joint, or it may be periarticular. In either case, 
it should be opened. (An incision being made, a consider- 
able quantity of pus was evacuated. The Professor remarked 
that if the point of the bistoury be thrust into an abscess, 
and then tilted up and brought out tlirough the surface 
and by a gentle drawing motion the blade be made to 
out its way out, there is much less pain than by any other 
way of operating.) In this disease, the tendency is to per- 
manent adduction and flexion of the thigh. The most im- 
portant part of the treatment is keeping up extension, and 
reet. The fint surgeon who recommended and practised 
—*""■"" 'i these cases was Dr. Harris of Philadelphia, 
ed a paper on the subject, more than twenty. 
o, m the Medical Examiner, His apparatus was 



similar to what is in use for making extensionand counter- 
extension in fracture of the femur, and he kept his patients 
under treatment a year or more. This pbn, though an 
excellent one, did not meet with favor in the profession. 
Some years uter. Sir fi. Biodie recommended a modifica- 
tioD of the same plan of treatment; but this, althougii from 
so high an authority, did not meet with commendation bf 
practitioners generally. Hia plan con^sted of a counter- 
extending band under the perineum; a padded strap around 
the thigh above the condyle^ to wMch was attached a cord 
passing over a pulley at the foot of the bed, to the end of 
which cord a weight was attached. Brodie bimaelf did 
not thoroughly carry out this plan in many cases : it 
remaned for an American surgeon, Dr. B. Q. Davisj to 
invent and apply a means by which long-continued and 
sufficient extension can be made and kept up a length of 
time without detriment or much suffering to the patient 
This consists of a broad piece of adhesive plaster extending 
from the upper part of the thigh on each side, which is kept in 
apposition to the hmb by a roller bandage from the toes as 
high asitextends. The lower extremity of each strip of adhe- 
sive plaster is stjtched to a firm piece of webbing, and these 
two pieces of webbing are attached to a cord which passes 
over a pulley, and has a weight of three to eight pounds 
attached to it The plaster in use for extension ia ^read 
on Canton Bannel instead of thin muslin, this being round 
to be stronger and better adapted to the purpose. Tbia 
method of Dr. Davis of making extension of a limb, either in 
fracture or in the disease under consideration, answers erery 
requirement, and may be considered one of the moot prac- 
tical and useful of modem inventions in surgical apphances. 
The principle of extension in both these affections is all 
important, and is destined before long to become universal 
wherever sound surgery is pracljsed. Another important 
mechanical appliance in the treatment is a steel sphnt, pro- 
perly known as Davis's splint, also the invention of Dr.Davtt 
above alluded to. It is so arranged that both extension and 
counter-ex (ension can be kept up, and yet the patient is 
enabled to leave his bed and go about, so that the tedium 
and confinement of the sick room can be exchanged for 
social enjoyments, riding in the opea air, and other heathy 
recreations so necessai^ to one woo has to contend against 
80 serious and distressiog a disease. Some modifications 
and improvements have been made in this splint fay Dr. L. 
A. Sayre, and among some it is known as Sayre's spUnt, 
but the merit of the discovery rests with Dr. Davia. 

Constitutional treatment is also very necessary. Tonic • 
and supporting treatment, generous diet, and attention to 
the secretions and general health, are all important The 
vital power of patients witli tliis disease, e^>eciaUy if of 
long duration, is considerably below par, and consequently 
the main indication is to build up the strength, and enabk 
the system to withstand the depressing effects of the dis- 
ease. In the way of medicines, iron, quinine, iod. potasaii, 
ond other tonics and alteratives, are required acconling to 
circumstances. Cod-liver oil should be given when thr 
is a tendency to emaciation. Local treatment is sor" "'""~ 
called for, such as leeches, when there is much 
mation about the affected joint, but all depletory n 
should be used cautiously. Issues placed behind the tro- 
chanter were formerly very much in use, but now the opqio- 
site extreme seems to prevail, this remedy being scarcely 
ever resorted to. A medium coarse, however, in this mat- 
ter is dearable, moxafL issues, and setons. often proving 
very beneficial when judiciously used. In tne present c*se, 
treatment by extension and counter-extension was recom- 
mended, and the patient was directed to take iod. pot gr. 
iv. and syrup iod. ferri gtt v. thrice a day. With regard to 
the local treatment an emollient poultice may be ^^Jied 
over the abscess; and it may be proper, after a time, to 
inject the sinuses with some mildly stimulating fluid, such 
as hydg. bichlor. gr. ii. ; aque OL 
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The time of aasembting of the Stitte L^ialsturea is agua at 
hkud. At our own State CapttaJ the appointed law-makers 
for nearly four millions of inhabitauts will, in tlie course of 
ft few dajB, commence their deliberatioDB upon the rights 
and the interests of the people, sod, we would f^n hope, 
with Doble purposes to promote human welfare- 
Will the next Legislature provide a Sanitary Code for 
the city of New York? Shall the great interests and all 
claims of human life and health in this crowded centre of 
population and commerce he longer neglected by our legis- 
latora 7 Who among those chosen representatives of the 
people is prepared to introduce and properly advocate a 
comprehenave and practical plan for promoting tLe public 
health ? It is to be hoped that among the hundred and 
sixty honorable genllemen at Albany there may be a goodly 
number of the ablest and best members who will make sure 
work for the beae6t of the people In this matter. 

In tiie city of New York and its suburbs, including 
Brooklyn, dwells more than one-fourth part of the total pop- 
ulation of Ute Stale ; and it is an scknowledged fiict that thia 
million and a quarter of inhabitants is living under one of ihe 
meet corrupt and corrupting municipal governments in the 
dvilized world, and that reform without the interpoation 
of State k^slation is impracticable. Of all the municipal 
departments of govemiaent, that having charge of hedih 
and cleaolineBs is the most corrupt and reckless. It is 
called the Health Department, but that is a misnomer. It 
does htUe for health, but much for disease and death. Since 
1844 there has been no medical adviser or executive medi- 
cal officer in the department, and under existing laws that 
entire department is inevitably devoted to plunder and the 
negUct of evtry laniiary duty; and were it not for the 
unequalled salubrity of its location, New York would be bo 
notoriously unhealthy as very seriously to diminish its com- 
merdal prosperity. Even in the present years of health, 
this city has the highest death-rate of any maritime dty in 
GhriBtendom, and exhibits its degraded estimate of human 
life by sacrificing annually to the Moloch of preventable 
disease more tWi seven thousand hvesi Indeed, as esti- 
mated by the editor of the Dails Times, this criminal waste 
of huDian life annually amounts to more than nine thousand 
lives I Those of our readers who may not be familiar with 
the bets connected with this subject, should read the last 
Assembly Committee's Report on the Health Act, and the 
sanitary wants of New York, and also the Senate Commit- 
tee's Report on the public health of the city. Those reports 
show why philanthropists and political economists should 
be interested in this subject 

To prevent disease and ameliorate human woes is the 
highest misfuon of medical knowledge; and true physicians 
hare always been dislJnguished for efforts to promote 
health and guard human life. Persona who think other- 
wise of medicine and medical men, do not oomprehend the 



profession. The appalling increase 
t« in this city, and the reckless dis- 
regard of the public health by the municipal government, 
induced the Academy of Uedicine in 1856-7 to call the 
attention of the State Legislature to the sanitary wacts of 
the city. Its views respecting the necessity of legislative 
interposition were embodied in a memorial and in a report 
which were presented to the Legislature. That was the 
first attempt made by the profession in tliis city, or in the 
State, to procure a reformation of our Health Laws. The 
memorial was favorably received, and a Health Bill was 
introduced in the Legislature, and found a few competent 
and warm-hearted supporters in such gentlemen as Hod. 
Dr. Bradford and Hon. Mr. Brooks. But alter many 
delays, that first eSbrt at Sanitary legislation was effectually 
defeated by the paid agents of corrupt officials who suc- 
ceeded, at a late period of the session, in sequestering or 
destroying all traces of the Bill, both manuscript and 
printed. The next year the Academy of Medicine renewed 
its memorials to the X.egislature, and made commendable 
efforts to secure the enactment of suitable laws, but with 
no better success than in 1857. Yet by (lie Academy's 
memorials and reports to the Legislature a deep impres^on 
had been produced, and a profound conviction of the 
importance of the public health question so pervaded the 
minds of a considerable number of legislators that the 
Senate voluntarily appointed a committee of its own body, 
from thfi Five Metropolitan Senate districts, to make inves- 
tigations and take testimony upon the subject That 
honorable committee began their tabors at state period tlie 
subsequent Autumn, and until then they bad manifestly 
entertained but an inadequate conception of the extent and 
importance of their undertaking. Tbey were plain business 
men, whose political and personal interests were not to be 
advanced by recommending legislative interposition and 
radical reforms. But their inquiries elicited such con- 
vincing evidences of the imperative necessity for the " adop- 
tion of some action and efficient remedial measures," that 
they reported to the Legislature in favor of a sweeping 
reformation and thorough reorganization of the Health 
Department of the City Government. The committee 
affirmed that the health department as at present organized 
" does not accomplish the objects for which it was consti- 
tuled ;" and they, therefore, Bubraitled lo the Legislature 
an outUne of a plan for its effectual reorganization. That 
plan was based upon the general truth that " preventive 
medicine is capable of exerting a vast influence over the 
welfare, physical and moral, of the human race," and they 
also express their conviction that for want of the appU- 
cation of the precepts of this science to the local manage- 
ment of the City of New York, it has suffered incalculably." 
— {Senate Beporl on the Sanitary CondUion of New York, 
1859, p. 9.) 

The Senate Committee's Report was widely circulated, 
and it produced a profound impresuon in favor of reform. 
And it is a notable fact that the honorable Secretary of that 
Committee, (Jen. P. M. Wetmorb, became so impressed by 
the nature and importance of the evidence be had officially 
coUeoted and analysed, that be was impelled to unite with 
medical men in an uncompromising and disinterested advo- 
cacy of the proposed reform. Boldly charging the crime of 
this neglect of tbe public welftre upon its real sources, that 
gentleman has continued U> advocate and illustrate the 
importance of Sanitary improvements •* '■" 
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And an intelligence seldom equalled among non-medical 
men. He has become the Chadwick of our metropolis. In 
the Chamber of Commerce he ha so {Kipularized this sub- 
ject as to secure the unanimous and earnest co-operation of 
that body, and among his associates there, the distinguished 
civilian, Hon. Oco. Opdtke, and other influential merchants, 
have united In the public advouicy of the reform. 

It should here be mentioned, that previous to the publi- 
cation of the Senate's Beporl, a large number of physicians 
and other citizens had united in a voluntary Association 
for the purpose of encouraging sanitary inquiries, and hygi- 
enic improrementa. But again, notwithstanding the great 
influence of the Committee's Report, and the co-operation 
of the Sanitary Association, the Health Bill of 1859 was 
defeated by the same maitrial aid and agencies of official 
corruption as in I85T and 185S; — upwards of t«n thousand 
dollars having been assessed upon certain officials, and used 
to kill tbe Health Bill. 

The New York Sanitary Association having become 
thoroughly organized as a permanent institution, it ap- 
pointed a committee to report upon a Sanitary Code; and 
after more than six months of inquiry and preparation, the 
draft or a Health Act was reported to tbe Association, and 
by that body transmitted to tlie Iiegislature. This was 
universally admitted to be a far more comprebengive and 
effective measure than had previously been proposed, and 
it received the cordial support of all good men. Tbe un- 
partisan press unanimously supported tbe measure; but 
the party leaders, while they fully endorsed it, hesitated to 
vrge a reform which proposed to remove tbe Healtli De- 
partment beyond the reach of all political parties, and 
devote it solely to the service and good of the people. Tbe 
leading papers in the state pronounced the Health Bill a 
purely beneficent and very necessary AcL The TiTna 
declared it to be " the most popular and most important 
measure before the Legislature ;" and, regardless of party 
interests and official intimidation, the latter paper nobly 
advocated the Bill, and elaborately discussed the subject. 
In addition to tbe agency of the press, the proposed mea- 
sure had the combined support of the prominent mcrchaDla 
and best known citizens, who urged tbe enactment But 
all good influences were impotent when opposed by log- 
rolling corruption, gridiron railroads' prizes, and the tempt- 
ing gold that hod been accumulated by depleting assess- 
ments upon the over-paid attache of the so-called Health 
Department with its hundred and twenty-five thousand 
dollan of unearned salaries. 

The Health Bill of 1660 was SnoUy defeated, but its 
principles were not lost, nor were the friends of reform dis- 
heartened at the defeat. To-day they stand in the same 
uncompromising position in the defence and advocacy of 
sanitary reform, and a strictly medical polity in the admi- 
nistration of the department of public health in every city 
and town in the land. 

It is conceded that the city of New York must be pro- 
vided with a Health Department, framed upon a medical 
and scientific basis, and that tbe uncontrollable influence 
of municipal corruption, patronage, and conflictiug par- 
tisan interests, will render it utterly impossible to effect 
the necessary reforms without the interposition of the 
Legislature. And, further, it is the bounden duty of the 
State to provide tbe laws required for the protection of 
the life and health of the people. To the Legislature, 
therefore, we must continue to appeal on this subject. 



To the medical profession throughout the State we now 
appeal for their timely co-operation and aid in bringing 
the question of Healtli reform to the attention of inemben 
elect of tbe Legislature. What is done for the dtj of New 
York is done for the entire State and country. 

If any Health Bill is sent to the cs{)ital by the friends 
of sanitary improvement, we have reason to believe it vriU 
be a well considered and greatly improved measure, against 
wfaich no just objections can be urged. But of this fact 
we may be assured — there will be no attempt to hide onr 
purposes. As medical men, we invite attention t« the 
laws of life and health; and as friends of humanity, familiar 
with the causes and conditions of human suffering, we uk 
for laws and executive means tb guard our fellow creatnrei 
from the preventible causes of disease. Will not every 
physician in tbe State make it his special duty to confer with 
the le^sUtors from bis own district, and urge upon than 
the duty of giving early attention to the public HmIiIi Act? 
If this were faithfully done by our brethren, and if timdy 
efforts were made by the county medical societies, we 
verily believe that not the Metropolitan District al<Mie, bat 
the whole State, might next spring rejoice in the inaugura- 
tion of sanitary improvements under a General Code of 
Health. 
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A most important change has just been efieMed in tbe 
medical service of tbe hospitals of the Almahouae Deport- 
ment, under the care of the Commissioners of CsAiErna 
AND CoRKtcnom. The Island Hospitals, heretofore under 
the supervision of a Resident Phydcian, Dr. SAiioni, have 
been consolidated with Bellevue Hospital, and the entire 
medical supervision is confided to the Medical Board of the 
letter Hospital. At a joint meeting of the CommissioDen 
and the Medical Board, Pbesidiht Dbafeb, on the part of 
the Commissionere, submitted the following statement: — 



under one medical or^aniiation, excepting Randall's Island 
and the Lunatic Asylum. It will embrace, beside Bellevne 
Hospital, the care of the patients of the Penitentiary, Alms- 
house, Workhouse, Island Hospital, and Small-Pox Hos- 
pital. It is proposed ; 

IsL That the Medical Board furnish the proper substitute 
for tbe supervision of tbe patients, all (hat can be or ever 
has been furnished by the Resident Pbysicdan. 

2d. The neoeesary provision shall be made for the convey- 
ance of such force Ud meet the requirements on the Ishind. 

3d. The patients ore to be at oil times provided with 
ample attendance, permanently deGned and provided for. 

4th. The whole government to be bo arranged that a due 
regard shall be had for the economy of the arrangement 

6th. There will be required a complete aystem of aUend- . 
ance with the utmost punctuality. 

6th. Every facility to be given to the transfer from one 
institution to the otherof all cases coming under tbe govern- 
ment of the institution. 

The Medical Board have accepted the service, and Dr. 
Jakes R. Wood and Dr. B. W. Macreadt have commenced 
regular attendance. This change is a most salutary oat, 
and is destined to improve the hospital appointments of the 
Department, The BeUevue Hoqiital being devoted to 
acute, and the Island Hospital to chronic diseases, the Utter 
is deigned to be the recipient of the convalescents and 
incurables of the former. But while these two boq)itals 
remain under separate heads thw«J|^ uiUeUhb^ puatant 
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feeling of riyalry, and the regular and -proper transfer of 
padeuts can never be effected ; while the result of tbia mis- 
undersCanding ia aeriouB detriment to the patienls. But 
under one medical auperrisioD these ho^taJs, which are 
but divisioas of oim inslitution, can be rendered in the 
highest degree serriceable. 

Trb Richmond Countj Oazetle, a bigli-toned and ablj 
edited local paper, has Mme just strictures, and mokes some 
excellent suggestions upon Boards of Health in towns. 
Allading to the needless panic and the useless measures of 
some of the towns' Bouils of Health on Staten Island, 
the Qazette says, that the system stands very much in 
need of reform, and the editor thus explains his views : — 

" As ori^nallj contemplated, no doubt these organiza- 
tiona were ratended, by the franiers of tbo law, for applica- 
tion to extraordinary emei^ncies, sach as the prevalence 
of devastatiof; epidemics, etc., so the convening of a Board 
of Health, being attributed to some necessity of this sort, 
is of itself the occasion of a panic, always causing more 
detriment to the community, from the interruption of buai- 
nesH, etc., than can be compensated for by any of the pro- 
found sanitary measures that uaunlly emanate from these 
authorities, even when the public health demands relief. 
But admitting that emei^ncies may arise, in which it is 
desirable that a body clothed with the legal authority of 
our Boards of Health should exist it will be found, and 
must be apparent to all, that very little that appertains to 
the preservation or amelioration of the public health is 
ever performed by these bodies. We bdirve tiiat medical 
maUen can only bt properly managed by medical men, and 
would therefore urge that the common consent of the com- 
munity should impose upon the County Medical Society 
the responsibility of recommending the sanitary measures 
that may be necessary for the preservation of the public 
health in the season of epidemics, and of suggesting pre- 
ventative measures applicable to all seasons. 

" There is scarcely a practising physician on the Island 
who does not perform annually, without fee or reward, more 
real justice to the public than all our Boards of Health put 
together. All the medical aid that the large proportion of 
the poor among us receive is obtained from this source, or 
not at all The Boards of Health do nothing for the sick 
poor. Let the medical society hold weekly meetaogs, and 
organize out-door reUef for the poor — voluntary aid would 
soon be forthcoming from the benevolent t« defray the 
necessary expenses ; S reciprocal confidence and respect 
would be engendered between the profession and the com- 
munity whi(;h would lead the latter to look to tlieir natural 
health guardians in time of panic and pestilence — and the 
expensive and ridiculous macbineiy of Boards of Health 
would soon die ouL" 

This is a sensible proposition, and we trust that the 
Richmond Ounty Medical Society will take the hint, and 
show what can be effected by such a voluntary enterprise. 
If a Metropolitan Health District should ever be formed, it 
should include Staten Island, and the medical profession of 
Richmond County should be represented in the general 
Board of Health. Local Boards of Health without a 
medical element, as constituted under existing statutes, are 
a misnomer and a nuisance. They breed more panics and 
pestilences than tbey cure. 

Dr. Moff^tt's remarks in another column, respecting his 
experience in the employment of silver lulwet in aU kinds 
of surgical operations in which sutures are required, furnish 
the testimony wo have expected from practical surgery on 
this subject The peculiar utility of the silver wire suture. 
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in particular operations, has been sufficiently demonstrated, 
and is universally acknowledged by the best surgeons; but 
when Dr. Sims two years ago ventured to intimate that 
this suture would prove to be of " wiivertal appHcabiUtg in 
general turgery" not a few of our best surgeons were dis- 
posed to regard the idea, as the sanguine but unattainable 
hope, of that ingenious confrere who introduced and first 
properly taught and illustrated the preparation and nsa of 
this valuable improvement. But such testimony as we 
now publish from the Physician-inTchief of the Seamen's 
Retreat, with an experience extending over several yeara 
in that great surgical hospital, where there ore from 1,200 
to 2,000 patients annually, treated with results not ex- 
ceeded in any other institution in our country — Such tes- 
timony, we say, is more reliable than any merely negative, 
theoretical conclusions. 

The case of Mrs. Frisch, the insane murderess, who was 
recently convicted of taking the life of her little daughter, 
in Oenesee county, has resulted as we had feared, yet for 
the credit of humanity had hoped. The woman it, and ha» 
long been, hopeUttly intane, Ihough regarded by hendf, her 
JriendM, and most of the local phyaicians of the vicinity, as 
being perfec&y tone, and consequently morBllj responsible 
for her last horrible infanticide, as well as her former mur- 
ders. We learn that for several weeks past this convicted 
murderess has been so completely insane as to leave no 
doubt as to the real and fatal character of her cerebral and 
mental malady, which had previously been dedsively 
aCOrmed by Dr. Edward Hall, of the Convict Asylum, 
whom Qovemor Morgan had wisely employed to decide 
for him the unsettled question of the lady's insanity. Five 
times was ^e placed on trial for homicide ; at last was 
convicted of murder ; finally, had her sentence of death 
humanely commuted to imprisonment for life, and *now 
goes to 6nieh her few remaining days in the Lnnalica' 
Home at Utica. We need no better comment than this 
case would fiimish for an argument in favor of a Commis- 
fflon of Lunacy or a Court of Experta In a future num- 
ber of the Times we shril present a brief history of Mrs. 
Frisch's case. 

The New York TWiunc states that it is to receive over 
$31,000 for one year's insertion of a quack advertisement 
in its daily, semi-weekly, and weekly issues. It states that 
tliis will prove a profitable investment to the advertiser, in 
which case this enoi-mous sum of money will, of course, be 
drawn from the readers of that paper, and be paid back to 
the quack, for his worthless preparatiotL The universal 
panoces now put forward is called the "Cephalic Pills." 
We hope the profession will, as far as possible, prevent this 
" Enterprising Business Man," as he is styled, from realizing 
the contemplated profits from his investment 

The Ijaneel and Obterver (Cincinnati) retracts its charge 
against the Long Island College, but, gathering courage 
from defeat, it declares its intention of laying before ue 
profession the irregularities of even our most respectable 
schools! We venture to suf^est that when it undertaken 
another expedition agunst a respectable school, it determine 
positively whether it has a real foe to contend with, or 
some phantom conjured up by its own jealousies. We 
learn that in Cincmnati it is now held to be " editorial 
conrlesy" to give "the proof, and the name of the petsoa 
furnishing it," in connexion with the charge made agninst 
a party. This could not have been the rule about Sept 1, 
1860, or the Xancd attd OUetvr " sadly departed" from it 
Digitized by Google 
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LnKODUonoii to Stbvctukal and STsmuTio Botaxt, xho 
TiQBTABLE PBTStouMT, bfiicg ft fifth Mid rerieed editioD 
of the BoUnical Text-Book, illuatrated with over thirteen 
hundred woodcut& By Asa Qrat, M.D., Fisher ProC 
of Natural History in Harvard TJniyereity. New York : 
Ivison, Phinney & Co. 1860. pp. 555. 
Tn suenoe of botany, as a collateral branch of medicine, 
is grieTOualy neglected by medical students, owing to the 
laxity of our educating bodies. It should be sufficient to 
ui^ its study as a part of the general education of a mem- 
ber of a liberal profession, but in this utilitarian age we 
must give a reason of a more substantial kind. We will 
therefore add that botany is essentially a branch of medi- 
oine, a knowledge of which is often of practical value to 
the physician. It enables him to study the peculiarities in 
that kingdom of nature from which is drawn the largest 
olass of fais remedies, and thereby avail himself of many 
nsefiil agents which might otherwise escape his notice. 80 
impressed ia the profession of other countries with the 
importance of botany as a department of medical know- 
Mge, that it enters into the couise of study, and the student 
must qualify himself as much in that as m anatomy. This 
is right, and we hope the day is not distant when the 
American student of medicine will also be compelled to 
pass an examination on this branch. 

The lezt^wok of FroC Gray ranks deservedly as the 
first work which is devoted principally to the study of the 
structure and physiology of plants. Commencing with the 
elementary organization of plants, it traces the develop- 
ment of Uieir individual parts, and points out the physio- 
logical laws which govern their growth. The concluding 
portion of the work is devoted to systematic botany, or ^le 
principles of classification. The style of the author is at 
once simple, clear, and definite, and admirably viaipteA to 
the easy comprehension of the sludenL The work is pro- 
fusely illustrated with finely executed woodcuts. 

We cannot take leave of this work without again urging 
the study of botany, at least the elementary portion, upon 
students of medicine. And we would recommend the 
young practitioner, who locates in the country, to select as 
one of the first and most de^rable works for a library, 
CFray'« Slrudural and Syitematic Botany. 

Bbd-Casb. By Walter Cuanniko, U.B., Boston. 1860. 

Db. CHAHima, who is always facetious as well as edifying 
in all that he writes, fiimii^es us in this litde tract with a 
curious phase of disease now unhappily too common, the 
most prominent symptom of which is a ft* merUai and a 
deaibHal procHvib/ of the roost obstinate character. These 
oases are originally psjnshological in their nature, and simu- 
late certain well known forms of hypochondria, the oflen 
instantaneous cure proving that no ledons of the mnscnlar 
or locomotive ^}paratus do in fact exist Whoever reads 
Dr. Chaoning's brochure will find much to reflect upon in 
the facts so wen set forth by him, nor will he fail to detect 
among many ot his own bed-ridden female patients some tA 
whom better thansll tonica would be the command "Arite, 
take Dp thy bed and wale." 
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Becbbrchis TiBATOLOOiQtna, but I'^pareil s£minal da 
I'Homme, par Enwet Oodard 8vo. pp. 104. Paris. lS6a 
Ds. OooAsn is already known to the profeeucHi as the 
author ofamonognqthonifonorcUdwM audOryplorMli$m 
whicb occupies • draervedly hi^ rank among ejementaiy 
works. In the one nnder consideration he haa confined 
himself to malconformations of the seminal apparatus in 
man, invcdving either a total abeeoce of the testes, or an 
occlusion of their excretory canal, both which, when 
established, either oongenitally or otherwise, equally impair 
the generative faculty. The subject is one (fan emiomdy 
curious diaracter fitnn the great in&equeney of its maaifn- 
tations, and Dr. Godard has handled it in a manner at ODoe 
thorough and exhaustive. Superadding to the obserratiotis 
of others much that has been collected in his own hoqatal 
practice, he is etubled to speak with an authority, and a 
power to explain himself, from ocular acquaintance with 
the subject, that is not often poraessed by authors. And, 
indeed, in this branch of pathological anatomy it ia p«^ 
mitted phjrsicians to be somewhat aniesmed, because cases 
of such malformation as Dr. tiodard descants upon, are 
extremely rare; many a practitioner, however extensive his 
obaervation, often passing through life without seeing half a 
dosen cases of sexual teratology. Therefore it is that a his- 
torical collection of such cases must be eminentiyusdnl not 
only to the anatomist, but also to the medical jurisL In 
this latter view, the present mon<^ra|ih, with, its fifteen 
illustrative lithogr^ihs, will be found to deserve a place on 
the shelves of every medical Ubrary. Its typographic exe- 
cution is also deserving of note as a beantifhl specimen et 
Parisian art, and one alike creditable to the publisher, and 
gratifying to the reader. 



CoKPcmtuH OP Hdkak Hibtoloot. By C. Morei^ Prof 
Agr^g^ i la Faculty de Mededn de Strasbourg. IQds- 
trated by twenty-eight Plates. Translated and Edited 
by W. H. Tam Bcreh, M.D., Prot of Goneral and 
Descriptive Anatomy in the Univeraty of New Yorib 
New York : BaUU^ Brothers. 1861. pp. 207. 

Tat above work is intended to fhmiBh the student with a 
clear and concise exposition of the minute structure of the 
human body. In the present issue, the original I^vndi 
plates are retained, while the text has been rendered into 
English by FroC Yan Buren. 

At the present day, instruction in lGcroeoo[uc anatomy 
forma a necessary part of a sound and thorough medical 
education. In &ct, the science of physiology cannt^ be 
taught without constant reference to the elementaiy consti- 
tuents of the various tissues and organs, and to the part 
which these perfonn in carrying on the vital processes. lo 
the study of pathology, too, the aid of the microscope 
ia equally indispensable. There are but few lacl« in morbid 
anatomy which cannot be rendered more intelligible by the 
use of this instmment, while without it, many textunl 
alterations, especially in their eariy stages, would eaofte 
observation altogether. It is invaluablo to the practitioner, 
as mdicating the diagnoss and treatment of renal and 
other diseases. Notwithstanding the objections, therefore, 
that have sometimes been urged against its employment, 
there can be no doubt that, in skilfiil hands, the micto- 
scope is an instrument of immense value — affiirdin^ as it 
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does, ft Tut amouDt of pomtiTe knowledge that can be 
obtained in no other waj. It is grati^ng to observe, in thii 
oonneiion, an increasing desire on the part of the riring gene- 
ration of medical men, to become familiar with the uae of this 
inetrument as a means of research. Within the past ten 
yeaiB, numerons excellent works have appeared, which 
describe tho manner of its employment in medical and 
sdentiSc investigation. It is within the same brief period 
aiao, that the Student has been able to obtain private 
iostniction in microscopic anatomy and manipulation — 
instruction which now forms a prominent feature of private 
medical teaching. 

In the prosecution of ordinary deecriptJTe anatomy, 
there are three different methods of acquiring the desired 
information. The first employs simply a written descrip- 
tion of the various organs'; the second resorts to pictorial 
illustrations ; and the thin) consists in (he direct exami- 
nation of the organs themselves by dissection. While it 
cannot be denied that the latter mode is abBotut«l j necessary 
to the acquisition of accurate and practical knowledge, it is 
nevertheless true, that great assistance may be derived from 
the inspection of well executed drawings of the organs 
onder examination. The same rule holds good in the study 
of general or microscopic anatomy. The student should 
neglect no opportunity of examining with the microscope the 
elementary structures themselves, and of making himself 
practically familiar with the manipulations necessary for 
their exhibition; but, since he does not always enjoy these 
opportunities, he will be able to giun a very fair acquaint- 
ance with the subject by the aid of plates accompanied 
with a written description, postponing until some luture 
time (he advantages of direct personal investigatioD. 

The treatise of M. More! is admirably adapted to the 
wants of the medical student. Omitting the discussion of 
doubtM and nnsettied points as foreign to the purpose of 
hie work, the author has succeeded in giving within the com- 
pass of about 200 pages, a succinct but comprehensive 
account of tbe principal facts in human microscopic anato- 
my. These facts are dearly, and for the most part correctly, 
stated ; a few inaccuracies are noticeable, however, which 
may probably be attributed to the author's desire for 
brevity of expression. For example, at page 108, in 
describing the epithelial lining of the uriniferous tubes, it is 
remarked, that " fatty degeneration of these cells is the 
principal lesion of the urinary tubules in Bright's disease," 
whereas it is well known that fatty degeneration is cbarac- 
teristic of only one of the morbid conditions, and that 
not the one most freqnentiy met with, to which this term 
is applied. Chapter vii., which treats of Qlands, is one of 
the best iu the book, and it is rendered still mora useful and 
attractive by the labors of the Translator, who has given, 
at considerable length, the results of tbe investigations of 
Isaacs on tiie kidney, Walters on the lungs, and Beale on 
the liver. The plates, 28 in number, are original; they are 
admirable both iu design and -execution, and convey an 
accurate impression of what they are intended to represent 
ProC Van Buran deserves tbe thanks of the student for 
placing within his readi a work on histology which Is not 
equalled by any other of similar size, and which is ex- 
ceedingly well cdcnlated to serve as an introduction to the 
more voluminous and elaborate treatises of Kolliker and 
others on the same subject 
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PHTSICIAN'S DIAKY. 

I. Rtcobos or Daily Practidi : A Scientific Visiting List 

for Physicians and Surgeons. New York: Bulli^ 

Brothers. 
At some period in his life every physician has to regret 
that he has not been more carefiil in preserving notes of bis 
daily practice. However firmly impressed upon his memory 
are the leading features of bis more interesting case*, h» 
finds that the aggregate of his experience is but dimly and 
vaguely remembered. We urge young practitiiHien to 
commence with systematically recording their caaea, 
important and unimportant; and to accomplish this with 
as littie waste of time as possible, we recommend the work 
before us. It is not a regular visiting list, but a note-book 
of daily practice. It is so arranged that the practitioner 
can note down at tbe bed-side the various points of interest 
in each individual case, from day to day, and thus preserve 
for future reference every important fact. 

II. Tm PsTHioiAN'a ViatTiKO Lift, Diabt, akd Book or 
EfOAOEHroTS, for 1861. Philadelphia: Lindsay and 



Tbib is a physician's daily visiting list, and is arranged in 
convenient, form for recording every visit, with memo- 
randa of wants, obstetric and vaccination engagements, &c., 
&c., tic, It has long been in use, and has met with great 
favor with physicians. 
HL—The Pdtbicmn's Diart roa 1861. Buffalo: Breed, 

Butler & Co. New York : S. S. & W. Wood. 
Teta Diary has, in addition to the simple entry of visits, 
columns for briefiy recording the case. The Obstetric 
Record, also, has columns for entering the more important 
fbatures of each case. It concludes with divimons for 
entering the addresses of nurses, list of things loaned, and 
bills presented. 
IV. — The Pnvaioijiu's Hakd-Bodk or Practice, for 1861. 

BtWiluam £uiEit,U.D. New York : W. A. Townsend 

&Co. 
Tnis is the most elaborately prepared diary which we have 
received, it being, in fact, what its name indicates, a hand- 
book of practice. The first portion of the work contains a 
carefully prepared classification of diseases, with their 
symptoms, and references to the various remedies employed. 
Following this is a list of remedial agents, with directions 
for their administration. The first portion of the work con- 
cludes with a list of poisons and their incompatibles. In 
addition to the practical features of this part already men- 
tioned, we find also " The Ready Method of Marshall Hall" 
for recovering the drowned, with illustrative figures; a list 
of incompatibles ; the manner of preparing the various 
medicated baths; rules for prescribing and extemporaneoua 
prescriptions, etc. etc. This vast amount of practical matt«r, 
which comes within the scope of the physician's every day 
duties, is so condensed as scaroeiy to increase the buUc of 
the work. The diary of this work is on an entirely different 
plan fi^m any other with which we are acquainted, afford- 
ing facilities not only for recording daily visits, but also for 
noting the general symptoms in columns property headed. 
The obstetric record, ^so, enables the practitioner to note, 
nnder proper heads, every &ct of importance. We regard 
Dr. Elmer's work as a most valosble Hand-Book of Prac- 
tice, espedally to the country physician. 

CjOOgIC 
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PRACTICAL SURGERY. 
Tha Subcuiantovt ApplieaHon of the M^t^ie Ligatan to tA« 
curt of VarvMte Vara af the Lag. By Dr. R. J. Levis 

^edical and Surgical Reporter, November 17). — Dr. 
Letia thus describea his operation: — To perform the 
operation it is important that the veins be distended, bo as 
well to detennine their outlines and avoid an; risk of 
wounding: them. This ma; be accomplished by putting a 
band around Ihe hmb above the knee, while the patient is 
in the erect position ; or this may be rendered unneces- 
sary by peribrming the opteration wliilat the patient con- 
tinues standing. Ifthe latter position be chosen, the patient, 
in order to have the leg at a convenient height, stands on a 
ohur or table which ia placed by a wall, against which be 
steadies himselT. The points chosen for ligature are, first, 
the trunk of the sapbena, at the highest point where there 
is evidence that, owing to the abnormal dilatation, its val- 
Tular structure is imperfect ; then the largest and most 
superficial veins, at places where tliey are most isolated; 
and, finally, those in the neighborhood of ulcers or eczeroa- 
tous eruptions of the integument. The only instruments 
and appliances essential are a long straight needle, some 
ulver or iron wire, adliesive or isinglass plaster^and a roller 
bandage. The needle should be straight, and two and « 
halt or three inches in length, and diHering from the com- 
mon surgical needle in having a sharp, round point, which 
perforaUa wUhoiU cutting. In the absence of a needle pro- 
perly adapted fur carrying the wire ligature, an ordinary 
fine darning needle will be quite suitable. Experience has 
proved to me that a straight needle is much mere manage- 
able for directing the point accurately than the usual curved 
one, and the policy of avoiding the cutting or spear point, 
where, as in the varicose state, even the innumerable ve- 
nous capillaries are often in a varicose condition, and which, 
when woundeii, pour out blood profusely into the cellular 
tissue, is obvious. The wire had better be of a line gauge, 
as number thirty, or finer. Pieces of adhesive, or isinglass 
plaster, the latter preferred, one or two inches si^uare, are 
useful The band^ may be six or eight yards in length, 
and two and a half inches wide. A wire-twister is a con- 
venience but not an essentjal to the operation. The patient 
being in a proper position, the operation is commenced by 
feeling for ^e edge of the vein to be lighted, and entering 
the needle perpendicularly until a point beneath the under 
surface of the vein is reached. Then tiie shall of the needle 
is depressed and its point pushed horisontally beneath the 
vein until it makes its exit through the integument on the 
opposite side of the vein. The exit is fttcilitated by press- 
ing on the integument with the lingers of the left hand 
over the point of the needle. After tlie needle is with- 
drawn, leaving a wire beneath the vein, it is rtmifrtd at 
the »ame orifiix, hut this time passes above the vein, travers- 
ing the space netween the integument and the vein, and 
makes its exit at the point of origiruU eniraaee, A slight 
pulling on the wire draws beneath the skin tlie loop of wire 
left on the opposite aide of the vein, and all that is seen of 
the wire is its two ends projecting from the same orifice. 
Thus the vein is surrounded by a single wire. Proper care 
will avoid a risk of wounding the vein, but if there should 
be evidence that this has occurred, the needle ought to be 
at once withdrawn and another point for the operation 
selected. The accompanying outlines, to make the matter 
more explicit, illustrate the course of the needle and wire, 
and the manner in which the wire encircles the vein. 

The wires are then pulled sufficiently tight to simply 
oonslrict the vein, approximate ita sides, and stop the circu- 
lation through its calibre. The object, be it onderstood, ia 
not to induce a rapid ulceration through the coats of the 
vein. In this, my own practice differs from th« directions 



generally given for the linture of varicose veins, and on 
this peculiarity, perhaps, depends its apparently abeolntc 




Conns if tlwDHdle. 



safety. It is true that to insure a perfect closure of a varix 
it ia neceisary that it should be actually divided, bnt this 
division is best aooomplished slowly, and only after tha 
slight' pressure on its walls has excited within a plastic exn- 
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dation wtuch agglutinates them. Exposure of an opened 
vein to a pyogenic surface is in this way with certMO^ 
avoided. The pressure made on the vein by pulUng th« 
ends of the wire is secured by twisting them. This may 
be done by means of the fingers, forceps, or the wire twister. 
A simple form of the latter instrument, which I prefer, 
being easly placed on the wires without threading throagh 
boles, as in the form of instrument generally used, is here- 
with represented. 
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The wire is finally cnt off, leaving an inch or more, wbk^ 
is laid flat upon the skin; the {dace of operation is covered 
with a small piece of adhesive or isinglass plaster, aod k 
roller bandage envelopes the limb up to the knee. If aa 
ulcer exists on the limb, it is to be simply covered, pre- 
viously to the application of Iho bandage, with seversl 
thicknesses of dry lint The patient rests horiEontKllj, 
without disturbance of the dressing, for ten or twelve dAy«, 
After this time all dressing is removed, and traction isdtuljr 
made on the wires to accelerate their removal. But litt^ 
more confinement of the patient is usually requisite. De- 
cided rehef from swelling of the varices is experienced, and 
he is frequently able to walk about with comfort long before 
the wires are removed- In one of my cases, a laborer had 
two wires remain in bis leg for ei^t weeks, during the lat- 
ter part of which time he continued his oocupation -with 
but little inconvenience ; in another case the ligaturee, nht 
in number, were all spwnUneously removed on the foor- 
teenth day. On removal of the bandage on the leg, the 
ulcer, if dependent on the varicose condition, nsnaDy seems 
to be really dried up, and cicatrisation r^iidly foUows. 



Chlobofoui AsPHTxiik. — Mr. Fowler, of S 



and fi^nt of the chest with the o 
which induces a deep inqtiralion. 
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NEW YORK PATHOLOGICAL SOCIETY. 

Stated Uutdiq, Oct. 24, 1860. 

E. Krackowieir, M.D., Preddeot, in the Cbair. 

POLTPUfl CTISI OPUUnOH— WSCAKRIAai. 

Dr. CosiNT presented a Bpecimen of uterine polypus 
-which he had removed from a pregnant female on the 9th 
of October last The tumor was atlaohed to the body of 
the utenia at the junction of its neck. The patient, about 
four or five months ago, became unwell, as she supposed, in 
the usual way, but the iiemorrbage did not entirely cease 
up to (be time she presented herself to Dr. C. On esami- 
nation be found a Kd tumor m^Beuting itself through the 
OS, and advised its removaL The operation was penormed 
the following day by Maisonneuve's instrument. During 
the day after the operation she suffered very little from 
hetnorrhage, and remarked that she felt easier than she had 
done for nine mouths before. On the third day she was up 
aad about the house, when she began U> complain of pain 
in the region of the uterus, which condition ol things con- 
tinued three days, when he was called in haste to see 
ber. Small doses of morphine were given repeatedly, and 
tfae pain ceased in the course of the next three hours. 
After l>eii]g entirely free from suffering for a day or two 
tfae pains came on again end she miscarried before assistance 
could reach her. About three or four days after the mis- 
carriage a thick membrane of organized plasma was dis- 
charged, apparently large enough to cover the whole inter- 
nal surface of the uterine cavity. 

■XTiSPATiOH or ine sra for staphtloha. or Ibe corhzi. 

Dr. Notes exhibited an eye extirpated four days before. 
It had staphyloma of the cornea, the consequence of puru- 
lent ophthalmia in infancy. Thepatjent was eighteen years 
old, and the staphylomstous eye bad begun to give trouble 
to the sound one. The eitiqwtion was done by the method 
of enuctesUng the globe from the tunica vaginalis oculi, so 
as to leave the muscles of Iheir full length within the orbit 
The parls especially exhibited in the specimen were the cho- 
roid coat and the optic nerve. The former, by long continued 
chronic congestion, had become much atrophied. This was 
seen in Che pigment, which over all its extent was venr 
thin, and at the posterior hole of the eye was so much 
removed as to show the sclerotic sliining through over a 
large patch. The vessels of the chorois capilLaris could be 
diatinctlvseen as pale curved lines running through the pig- 
ment. The absorption of pigment in this case was extreme, 
and resembled that found by the ophthalmoscope in many 
cases of enfeebled sight Where the pigment of the hexa- 
gonal cells was partly absorbed, the pale pink lines of the 
Tasa vorticosacameinlcview. The optic nerve was deeply 
depressed. This excavation was the result of the same 
internal pressure which made the cornea bulge forwards. 
The depression was precisely that seen in advanced glau- 
coma, having sleep perpendicular sides and sharply denned. 
In this respect the optic excavation differed from tliat 
caused by atrophy of the nerve, the latter being shallow 
like a saucer. The other changes of the eye, the opaque 
cornea, adherent iris, occluded pupil, and fluid vitreous 
humor, were those ordinarily seen. The lens was entirely 
transparent 

Dr. Wood remarked that the operation for extirpation of 
the eye used Ic l>e a very rare one, but with the new method 
by a muttiphcation of the operation for strabismus it became 
a very simple affair. He remarked that he had performed 
the operation repeatedly, and that it had always been satis- 
iactory ; a beautiful stump was left for the artiScial eye ; 
the patient was relieved from any inflammation in a stump 



formed by part of the eye itself as in the old operation, and 
the establisliment of any sympathetic action in the well eye 
was prevented. 

Dr. Notes remarked that in the New York Eye Infirmary 
there had never been known any case in which serious con- 
sequences followed the new operation for extirpation ; the 
wound generally healed in ten days, and within a fortnight 
the patient was ready for the artificial eye. 

Dr. Markoe asked if the stump lett after the new opera- 
tion was as good as that after (he old operation. 

Dr. Notes replied that it appeared to move as well, but 
the artificial eye seemed to be more sunken. 

Dr. Markob thought that that was an objection tc the 
operation. 

Dr. Wood maintained that in the majority of cases where 
extirpation was performed, it was for the purpose of afford- 
ing relief to the opposite eye. The cases that had been 
operated upon at Betlevue were for that purpose. 
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Dr. FiNiriLL presented, on behalf of Dr. Gallagher, a heart 
taken from a woman tfairty-five years of age, who dropped 
dead in the street On examination after death, the or^an 
was found to be much enlarged, the diseased action l>emg 
confined almost entirely to the lef\ ventricle. There was 
also atheromatous deposit in the aorta, most abundant just 
above the aortic valves. There were no evidences of rup- 
ture of the coats of the artery. 

Dr. Clark asked Dr. Finnell what had been his observa- 
tion in regard to the kind of lesion that terminated in sud- 
den death. In this case, said Dr. Clark, the remarkable 
difference between the right and left ventricle is one of the 
most striking features of the disease; it would seem that 
the capacity of the lefl ventricle must have been equal Ui 
four or five times that of the ri^ht As regards the cha- 
racter of lesions that produce this sudden death, my own 
observation has not extended beyond the fact that, as a rule, 
it docs not occur in simple hypertraphy, but that there must 
be valvular disease present I raise this point for the pur- 
pose more particularly of directing attention tc this matter. 
It is a point worthy of particular inquiry, iaaamuchas every 
physician who sees a case of disease of the heart is called 
upon to answer the question whether or not his patient 
will die suddenly. My own observation only enables me 
to say to men who have hypertrophy alone, that Ihey are 
notgoing to die suddenly; u we can extend our infonnalion 
BO as to designate wliich particular valvular lesion is liable 
to be followed by sudden death, a great advance will be 

Dr. FurasLL did not recollect a case of sudden death 
which had occurred in consequence of simple hyperti'ophy. 
He bad made up his mind that such a termination of life 
was due almost always to the presence of aneurismal dila- 
tation of the aorta above tiie valves. 

Dr. Kbackowizxr asked whether more cases of sudden 
death occurred from disease of the bicuspid than from the 

Dr. Fihhell's attention had never t>een directed to that 

Dr. FiKKELL presented a second specimen consisting of 
the lungs and heart of an in&nt It was ailing for two 
weeks before its death with erywpelas of the leg, from 
which disease it apparently died. At the post-mortem 
examination, a small portion of the lower lobe was in a 
state of atelectasis. The foramen ovale was sufficiently 
laive to dlow the passage through it of a number four 
catheter. 

txstcnoH or elbow. 

Dr. FiNKBLL exhibited an arm removed from the body of 
Mary Lilly, who died suddenly from intemperance. He 
merely nresented the specimen for the purpose of showing 
the conilition of things after resection of the elbow-joint. 
The joint being Uid open, the two condyles of the humerus 
were found wanting. The lower end of the humerus and 
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the fcrticular surfaces of the radius and ulna were separated 
ftbout aa inch from each other. The radius and ulna were 
snchjlosed aad the greater sigmoid cavitj was almost 
entirely obiit«rated. The lower end of the humerus had not 
made a false Joint for itself, but waasharp and abrupt There 
were no evideniies of anj attempt to iorm new bone, and 
the whole presented very much the appearance of a recent 
compound fracture. No fistulous opening existed at the 
lime of death. 

Dr. JoNca remarked, that the patient entered Bellevue 
hospital about nine years ago, during his term of service as 
house-surgeon to that institution. The operation had been 
performed by Dr. J. 0. Stone for fracture at the elbow- 
joint, the two condyles of the humerus having been 
removed. He also stated, that Dr. Stone brought the case 
to the notice of the Academy of Medicine as an instance of 
the good effect of conservative surgery. 

Dr. Woon stated, that he recollected the various circum- 
stances attending the operation. Tbe wound united speed- 
ily, and tbe patient was enabled to use ber arm in due 
time, the only motion that she was deprived of being that 
of pronation and supination, which was occasioned by 
ancnylosis between the radius and ulna. We find here, 
then, continued he, that the end of the humerus is absorbed 
as in cases of ununited fracture, the tisauea in tbe neighbor- 
hood are consolidated, and a bursa is formed at the severed 
portion. The semilunar cavity of the olecranon has lost its 
characteristic appearance, and the head of the radius is here 
represented with a bursa over it. I am not sure but 
that at times the lower end of the humerus was not in 
contact with the upper head of the radius. Taking the case 
altogether, it is a unique and very intyrcating one, and I 
have no doubt but tliat Dr. Stone will be pleased to hear of 
tbe final result of it 



Dr. Saj>i>8 exhibited a uterus taken from the body of a 
prostitute, 37 years of age, who died of iq»oplexy. The 
specimen showed very well the effects of chrome inflamma- 
tion upon the organ; its walls were exceedingly thick; the 
canal of the cervix and cavity of the body <u the organ 
were both increased ; the thickness of the mucous mem- 
brane was also very considerable. The whole organ was 
increased to several times its natural bulk. Adhesions ex- 
isted between the Fallopian tubes and posterior surface 
of the uterus ; on the left side the fimbriated extremis 
could be seen, which, however, was not the case upon the 
opposite side. One of the Graafian vehicles of the left 
ovary contained clotted blood, but the organ . upon the 
opposite side was tbe seat of commencing cystic degenera- 
tion. In coDclunon, Dr. Sands alluded to the fact, that 
adhesions of the Fallopian tubes and their appendages 
were more commonly met with in prostitutes than in any 
other class of females, and asked for an explanation as to 
the cause. 
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certain remedies, in regard to the utility of which the pro- 
fes^on is not settled. 

1. SUvtr Suivrt. — In the use of the silver suture, for the 
introduction of which we are indebted to our talented and 
accomplished friend. Dr. Sims, I have had considerable 



experience. For three years past I have used nothing else 
in operations of every kind where sutures have been 
required. In all amputations, from that of the thigh to the 
fingers, I have almost invariably employed the silver suture 
alone. Its advanta^ are mauifola and palpable ; indeed, 
I can heartily subscribe to all tiiat an enlhumastic Iriend has 
said of them, so &r as my experience wilt warrant me in 
saying anything at all. Uy custom is, in large amputations, 
to put in so many of them as perfectly to cospt&te tlie 
flaps, and to leave them in as long as Ukey subserve any 
useful purpose. They mav be allowed to remain for aa 
indefinite period without the risk of exciting imdae inflam- 
mation or even irritation, I have often lefi them in until 



_, . hold the parts in 

more perfect apposition than sillt can do, for the reason 
that they do not appear to cause anj suppuration at slL 

2. Chlorata of PoUuk in Phthiti*. — Sly experiments in 
the use of the chlorate of potash in phthi^ as employed 
by Dr. Fountain, of Iowa, nave not yet been of sutBcient 
duration to warrant me in speaking of it with very great 
confidence ; but I am encour^ed to persevere in the use of 
it more and more daily. One patient in the advanced 
stage of the disease in question has been using it in 
\ oz. doses daily for eight days. Before commencing this 
treatment his breathinc was difficult, and hurried upon the 
slightest exfirtion; his Tips were livid, and extremities cold. 
He was able to get but little sleep, owing to an almost 
conalAnt cough ; and his appetite, never good, was some- 
times so poor that he could take no nounshment at all for 
an entire day. His general appearance now strongly con- 
firms the testimony which he gives, that he sleeps nearij 
all night undisturbed. The pain and constriction of tlw 
chest are much relieved, and expectoration, formerly quite 
profuse, has ceased almost entu«ly. His condition in evetj 
respect is materially improved. Two other patients, also in 
advanced phthisis, have been using tbe article but three or 
four days. One of them speaks confidently of dedded 
it, and says that he breathes freer, and sleeps 



able to test the efficacy of this article in the incipient stage 
of the terrible scourge in question, which swells our mor- 
tality list to nearly one-hall^ and everywhere is ptroverbially 
destructive among the men of the sea. 

3. PerndphaU of Iron in the Treaimmt of Tarieoae Fern* 
— The following case may not be uninteresting, as it bears 
testimony to the cxceUence of an operation for the oblilen- 
tioD of varicose veins of the lower extremities, which was 
performed by my friend and colaborer, the latt; Dr. Isaacs 
of Brooklyn. The sabject oF this operation is a sailor, forty- 
five years of age, of rather impaired constitution, who had 
followed the sea for thirty-four years. He came under our 
care for the treatment of a very unhealthy looking ulcer, of 
long standing, upon the tower third of the tibial side of the 
left leg. All the superficial veins of the 1^ were very 
much enlarged and tortuous, especially in the popfiteal 
region ; one very prominent coil lying over the outer ham- 
string tendons was of enormous i^bre. Pladng a tourni- 
quet upon this at>ove, and making pressure below so as to 
isolate about two inches of the vem, I threw into it eight 
drops of the persulphuret of iron diluted with as moch 
water, (Squibb.) The instrument used was the syringe 
commonly employed for injecting morphia into the ceHuur 
tissue. After a few minutes the pressure was removed, and 
a hard plug rem uned : the blood coagulated almost instantly. 
The inflammation which followed was not immoderate. 
Cooling anodyne lotions were applied, and subsequently 
lead poultices. A very shght amount of suppunlion 
resulted, and the wound healed up kindly. The ukec 
closed rapidly, and in Just three weeks the limb was per- 
fectly cured. Not a trace of the enormous veins of the leg 
is now visible. There can be but Kttle doubt, I think, that 
this is tbe simplest, safest, and by far the easiest method of 
dealing with these tnrablesome difficulties. Having ■ ose 
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of varicocele in the house shortly after this operation, I 
determiDed to try the same espenment upon the enlar^ 
leina of the scrotum. la this caae but four drops of tiie 
iron were used. Instant coagnlatioQ ensued. The whole 
mass of veins became involved in tlie tumor which formed 
of about the size of an epg, and for some days he suffered 
■omewhat from pain shooting up along the cord. The 
inflammalion g^radualty sub^ded ; the tumor dwindled id 
size and gave him no longer any pain. Thehardnesshaanow 
almost disappeared, and the peculiar wonn-like feel of the 
— -*, invanahle in all these caaea, is no longer percepti- 

T. C. MOFTATT, M.D. 

,T. States IiUad, Nar. M, ISW. 
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OctolMrK 
A'ov, C. — Prof Bennett commenced his Winter course of 
clinical medicine to-day by delivering- a terse and epigram- 
matic lecture upon diagnosis. Having attended cluijcly to his 
instruclions in the wards for the Fast month, and lioving 
Rreally profiled thereby, lean testify to die excellence of 
bis clinical instruction. Every facility is afforded to the 
student to enable him to learn tlioroughly the normal and 
abnormal sounds of the heart and lung* by auscultation and 
percussion, for which the large wards of the Royal Infir- 
mary fumiah ample opportunity. The previous history of 
every case is carefully gone into, and every endeavor made 
to place prominently before the class every symptom and 
cbamctenstio of every case at each visit. It may be well 
for me to state that, in my reports from time to time of 
Tvhat I see in medicine and surgery, while lUiroad, I shall 
not give prominence to strange and wonderful cases, but 
shall endeavor to give as plain an account as possible of the 
ordinary everyday practice — conduct — in medicine and 
surgery, of those men whose names are familiar to us all aa 
household words. I ^all use as few words as possible, and 
indulge in no lengthy descriptions. 

AW, 7. — Thia evening, by invitation of Dr. Brodie, I 
attended a meeting of the Medico-Chirurgical Society. Mr. 
^Edwards showed an amputated arm, the elhow-joint of which 
had been excised some time before. Althoughcariousdisease 
1^ returned after the ejcsection, and necessitated removal 
of the arm, there was very plainly to be seen great progress 
towards the formation of new condyles, etc., etc. The joints 
formed after exsection of the elbow here are wonderfully 
perfect, as evinced by the almost unimpaired freedom of 
motion. The great rule to be followed, ao aa to obtain this 
result, is to remove quite a large amount of bone. Dr. 
Eandydde read the report of a case where he had ampu- 
tated the thigh of a lad, about 16 years old, just below the 
trochanters, for spreading traumatic gangrene resulting from 
compound fracture of leg and laceration of tissues m the 
ham. Acupressure needles were used instead of ligatures 
upon the arteries with perfect success. The operation was 
performed when the lad was in a very desperate condition. 
The refusal of the parents to allow Uie operation caused it 
to be postponed until gangrene had nearly reached the 
body, and the glands in the groin were greatly swollen. 
Three ounces of blood only were lost in the operation, four 
acupressure needles were used, and, according to the opera- 
tor, were applied with much greater ease and celerity than 
is usual with ligatures. Tlie one on the minor artery was 
removed at the end of filty-one hours, the others earlier. 
There was no hemorrhage, and no suppuration in the track 
of the needles. Convalescence was retiutied only by the 
occarrence of suppuration in the glands in the groin, which 
diachaived pas for two or three days. In'reply to Prof. 
Miller, Dr. Handyside said that the arteries, at the lime of 
the operation, tpovied with the usual vivacity. The case 
was extremely well reported by Dr. Handy^de — who, it 



will be remembered, amputated at the hip some time unce 
anccesslVdIy — and gave rise to much discussion as to the 
amount of credit to be given to the needles. Prof Idiller, 
while acknowledging the rare success of the operation, 
doubted whether the needlea were to be praised for the 
result. lie did not agree with those who apprehended 
trouble from the pressure of the ligatures in a corner of the 
wound i but even thought that tliey served a usefiil purpose 
by draining o£f tlie pus and causing the wound to lieal 
from the bottom. He tliought tliot the great preventive of 
union by first intention was not the ligatures but blood 
between the cut surfaces. He thought aur^ons had 
advanced backwards since Liston's lime, in giving up his 
plain of placing wet lint between tlie flaps and waiting an 
hour or two, or until nil oozing had ceased, and the cut sur- 
face was glazed over with liquor sanguinis, before closing 
the wound. Several spoke in favor of the needles, and also 
some against them, arguing that the pressure antagonizing 
the pressure on the artery must prove hurtful. A good 
deal of personal tbeling got mixed up with the scientific 
question, showing at least that the needles prick and cause 
some mental If not corporeal irritation. It seemed to be 
agreed that they were competent to control large arteries, 
but tliat the assumpUon that they produced Icfs irritation . 
than ligaturea waa not proitn, and required careful and UDprt- 
judiced trial in a variety of cases. 

Nov. 8. — Today Mr. Syme showed a caaeofmorbua coxa- 
Hua occurring in a man 23 years of age. It had been going 
on for atjout one year, and the thigh was rigidly flexed upon 
the abdomen. Mr. U. remarked that the exact pathological 
state of the parts concerned in this disease had not yet been 
determined, and that he thought the opinion of Sir B. 
Brodie, that the disease began in ulceration of the cartilages, 
was incorrect. He himHelT thought the disease began iu the 
bones. He discarded setons and issues, and trusted to per- 
fect rest U) obtain a cure. In order to obtain that perfect 
rest the long thigh splint was used. The man being placed 
under the influence of chlorofurm, Ilie limb was straightened 
and the splint applied, and fastened to tlie limb by a broad 
cloth wrapped around both. 

A case of Jittula in ano operated upon to-day deserves 
notice on accountof the peculiar attitude iu which Mr. Syme 
places one for the operation, which is on the back witli the 
legs raised high in air. A case of hydrocele of tlie neck 
was shown, and injected with iodine, which was left in.1 

The cases in the medical wards under care of Prof. Ben- 
nett are many and various, but for many reasons dilBcult to 
give a report of in short communications. A diuretic much 
used by Prof. B. is V. Ammouito acetal. 3lij. ; spirit. 
Ether, nitrici f 3 iij. ; aquts ad uncias sex. M. One table- 
spoonful every four hours. 

A case of itch furnished opportunity for remarking that 
all ointments, even sulphur olntmeut, used for the cure of 
this disease owe their efiBcacy to the lard entirely. In &ct, 
the case which has been tieated for seven days with inunc- 
tion of mere simple cerate is now welL Heart diseases and 
phthisis are very common here ; m that a very excellent 
opportunity is offered to any student to become familiar 
with every variety of these diseases. For example, odd 
evening I visit the Infirmary for the purpose of studying 
heart disease, and am enabled to auscultate twenty or thirty 
caaea, at my leisure, with the house phyiucian, hearing the 
remarks of the Prof, on the same caaea the day aller. 
Again, the multitude of cases of phthisis furnish unlimited 
opportunities for the study of all phenomena connected with 
morbid states of the lungs. I spend most of my evenings 
in the Infirmary examining the infinite variety of diaeases 
there {ireeenL Every noon from twelve to two the wards 
are viaited by the Professor, and case after case rigidly exa- 
mined, each member of the advancod class acting in turn aa 
examiner. Typhus fever baa been quite prevalent here of 
late, characterised by great prostration, delirium, and a mul- 
berry rash, or measly eruption. It is treated by careful and 
systematic nourishment, carbonate of ammonia, wine, and 
brandy. 
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Dr. Glover Pbrih, Assistant Surgeon U. S. A., is in Cin- 
ciitnali, on B four months leave of absence ; hU ittatioD for 

six years baa been Fort Craig, New Mexico. Prof. 

Weber gave the introductory lecture to the Cleveland 
Uedical College, Nov. 7, on " The Importance of the Physi- 
cal Education of Infanta." Dr. J. H. Butler, Re^dent 

Physician of the Paltimore Tnhnnary, has been appointed 
Demonstrator of \natomy in the Uiiiversity of Maryland. 
Prof. Ddsgliso» is slated to have just published a dic- 
tionary lor tlie blind, arranged with raised lelterii. Dr. 

Batcueler's metliod of trealiag in-growing toe nail is 
highly spoken of by Dr. J. Ii. Black, of Ohio, in Uie Cin- 
cinnati JAtncct and Obterver. Dr. \V. E. Armold slates 

that Dr. Walton, of Ohio, originated the treatment of con- 
gesljve chills by chloroform. Prof. Eve reports a suc- 
cessful case of staphyloraphy with the canulatcd needle. 

Prof. Blackuan has lost a patient by tbe admission 

of air into the veins during an operation. 

Dr. Sihfsoh. — It is stated on good authority that the 
visit of the £mpres.<i of the French to Scotland, is for the 
purpose of consulting Dr. Simpson. 

Patholooical Sociitt. — At the last meeting of the Pa,- 
thological Socicry (Dec. 12), tlie following Bpeoimens were 
presented; — Fibrous degeneration of the spleen ; and gra- 
nular kidney, by Prof. Clark ; malignant tumor of Ihe breast. 
by Prof. Parker; Fracture of the anatomical neck ana 
tubercles of the os brachii, by Dr. Buck; Exsected ole- 
cranon, by Dr. Hutchison. 

Sdroirt amoso the Uormohs. — The Mormon theology 
contemplates tbe cure of disenscs by miraculous interposi- 
tion : hence, the disciples of the healing art are not held in 
mucQ estimation. The church authorities are cxceedmgly 
jealous at an attempt to cure by ordinary therapoutics, and 
denounce from the pulpit any invasion of their special pro- 
vince. Though they claim for tbe " laying on of hands" 
(cheirapsia) wonderful efficacy, the number of deformities, 
tlio result of malpractice, to be seen in any of the populous 
towns, rather indicates a necessity for the use of carnal 
means. The art of surgery is at a low ebb. — AuoL Surg. 
Bartholow, Army RrporU. 

Ukivebsalitt of Schofdla. — Dr. Gregory of Edinbur^ 
has asserted as his belief that not a single family in Great 
Britain was exempt from scrofulous taint 

Thr New Tob< SAsn-AiiT AsaociAnoN held its Second 
Annual Meeting on tlie 6th insi- Oen. F. E. Mather was 
elected President; Robert H. McCleary, Esq., and Dr. A. 
C. Post, Vice Presidents ; Dr. Elisha Harris, Corresponding 
Secretary; Dr. Wm. R. Donaghe, Recording Secretary; 
Nathaniel Hayden, Treasurer; W, B. Roberts, Librarian; 
Elected Members of Council, Messrs. Peter Cooper, H. T. 
Cleaveland, E. L. Vielfi, and P. M. Wetmore and Dra. Isaac 
Wood, G. H. Grisconi, J. Frankel, and Stephen Smith. 
The Annual Report of the Association gives a summary of 
the proceedings during tlie year, and lucidly presents tlie 
objects of the Association, and tne importance of sanitary 
inquiries and hygienic improvements. It is proposed by 
this working organization, that in connexion with its other 
labors a system of practical instruction and advice upon the 
applications of the principles of hygiene in the aoajrs of 
daily life shall be carried to the homes of the ignorant and 
the poor, by means of plainly prepared tracts and cards of 
special rales and instruction relating to diet, nutriliou, per- 
■onal habits, and bealtli. With its nearly tliree hundred 
members, this Association should exert a decided influence 
and accomplish great good. 
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SPECIAL NOTICES. 

Bellivce Hospital. — On Salurday (Ihii day), Dec 15, 
Dr. Jahes R. Wood wCK continue hit court* of iecbtra on 
operative lurgtry. 

Bellevde Hospital. — On Wednetday, Dee. 19, Dr. Lkwb 
A. Sayre viiU deliver a dinieal lecture on morbia wxarimt, 
and divide Ihe contracted mutela. 

The New York Sanitahv Association. — There vnU he 
a apecial meeting o/thii anociation on Thurtduy evening, ih* 
20(A inxl.j at which a retort vnli be read on xooman'e injUt- 
eiice, iotercif, and agency in promoting lanitary improoementt. 
Addreesti wiil alto 6e made by ditUnguiihed ^ttakert. 

The Scroioal Section or ths AcAosMr aw MiPicnn 
wiU meet at utuoZ ai the hoate of Dr. James R. Wood, oh 
Thuridig, Dtc 21, at 8 p.n. ; tubjeel/or ditcimion, Orau- 
TioK nPON Joints. 
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COURSE OF LECTURES 
DENTITION AND ITS DERANGEMENTS. 



By A. JACOBI, M.D., 

LSCTCEB HI. 

» of the enamd hoik morbid and hmlthy — i/iSt teeth 
in hereditary typhiUi, rachilii, and scrofula — Influence of 
malnulrition, oiuw of migar — Physiological remarla on 
appropriate food — Attention to miHc tetth — Tkdr influenee 
on digetiion and pronuriciaiion — Cleanlinest — Sucking 
hag$Sctracti(in of milk teeth and its influence on perma- 
nenitetOt. 

Thi enamel of the teeth is subject to severd anomalies. It 
may be either defective or dLscolored. Ita defective forma- 
tioD appears either m excavationa disperEed over the surface 
of the tooth, or (here are complete furrowa or transversal 
notebes around (he crown of the tooth, the body being still 
covered with, or entirely deprived of enamel. This atrophy 
is the result of those severe diseases which the child may 
have been suSering from during the development of the 
enamel. Acute exanthems arc stud to produce the dis- 
persed eicavations: acute inflammatory diseases the fui^ 
rows ; and rachitis has oflen been observed to be the cause 
of the entire absence of lie enamcL The incisors of ra- 
chitic children are usually small, appear late, and are very 
liable to become carious. Acute exanthema are counted 
among the causes of this anomaly, especially by such wri- 
ters as classify the teeth with the dermal tissue. Smali- 
Ki is related to produce isolated excavations which 
ve a great similarity to the cicatrices remaining after 
amall-pox. To vaccination also some have attributed the 
defective development of the enamel. Such children as 
■were vaccinated before any tooth appeared, or after their 
complete development, had finer teeth Uian those who 
were vaccinated during their protruaion and growth. 

According to ProC Nessel, the age con be determined 
in which a child was affected with a severe disease, from 
the species of teeth affected, and the distance from the 
top of the crown in which excavations or furrowa are 
found. If the incisors and the first molars are defective in 
enamel, the disease ran its course between the twelfth and 
eighteenth months, whereas a disease of the fourth or fiiUi 
^ear will leave its vestlgea in the second molars. The longer 
\is duration, tbo broader the furrows. When disease 
returns at different periods, there are often furrows 
at different heights. ProC Nessel is of the opinion that this 
abaocmal condition \b the eifect of a severe disease, influ- 
encing as well the membrane outside the ivory, from which 
the enamel is deposited, as any other part of the organism, 
but does not depend on supposed abnormal acidity of the 
Lquid contained in the dental »ac. For if this were the 
cause we should expect the enamel to be defective all over 
below the Une that wsa formed before the disease occurred. 
Whichever may be the cause, the anomaly cannot be 
removed. It would be aggravated by levelling the surface 
of the tooth, as extenave caries would be the immediate 
consequence. 

Another anomaly of the enamel is its discoloration. 
Brownish spots are the result of original development and 
composition. White spots are sometimes the eSccts of 
mechamcal injuries producing local disorganizatjon of the 
enamel. They consist of carbonate of lime instead of the 
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phosphate and fluate, and from the fragility of the enamel 
at these places are apt to give rise to carious degeneration. 

The anomalies described cannot be mistaken for those 
irregularities of shape, such as furrows extending around a 
whole tooth, which are sometimes observed as family pecu- 
liarities. Such teeth are generally hard and solid; have 
very little tendency to become carious or wear prematurely, 
and differ widely from those sofl and friable teeth which 
are due to the arrest of development in early iniancy, by 
either hereditary disposition, or accidentally contracted 
severe disease, or protracted mal-nutrition. 

To Ur. Hutchinson, of London, the profession is indebted 
for a number of good observations on the influence of here- 
ditary syphilis on the development of the teeth. Although 
the m^ority of his remarks relate to the permanent teeth, in 
which this Dcreditary malady exhibits itself best, there are 
some morbid symptoms in the temporary teeth belonging 
to this class. iTie temporary teeth, in hereditary syphilis, 
do not present any peculiarities of form; they are, how- 
ever, often of bad color, and are very liable to early decay. 
The central upper incisors are the first to suffer from caries, 
and oilen crumble away under its influence, within a year 
of their being cut The upper lateral incisors soon follow, 
but the canines very rarely indeed. The caries generally 
attacks the neck of the tooth, and rapidly penetrates through 
it, causing tlie crown to crumble away, soon after which 
the fang falls out. Children who have suffered severely 
from syphilitic stomatitis, are often toothless as regards the 
whole of the upper incisors, from the second year till the 
permanent set are cut. Occasionally, the lower incisors suf- 
fer in the same way, but far more seldom than the 
upper ones. The deciduous canines rarely either become 
carious or drop out They are, however, liable to a curious 
kind of circuit wearins away, a sort of tusk or peg remain- 
ing in the centre of each tooth; theprocessofcuinilar attri- 
tion having commenced a little above the level of the den- 
tal neck. This condition Mr. Hutchinson has seen in but 
five or six cases, and in all these it was symmetrical on both 
^des, and in both upper and lower seta; he has never yet 
seen it excepting in syphilitic children. It is not usually 
produced in any verymorbid degree until about the a^ m 
six or eight years. He has met with an wproach to it in 
one of the molar teeth of a syphilitic child. Toe outer layer 
must, at least, be of a peculiar and abnormal softness to be 
worn away so singularly. 

Original disposition la not an uncommon cause of the 
enamel being deported in a thin transparent layer only. 
The children in whom it occurs, are usually of weak and 
feeble constitution, and particularly defective sa to the 
development of their osseous syslem in general. Transpa- 
rency of t«eth according to Kudolph, and bluish white 
color according to Duval, are symptoms of rachitis; semi- 
transparency, as of horn, of herpetic predisposition; semi- 
transparency and roilk-whitf color, of scrofula and tuber- 
cles; yellowond white spots, intermingled, with derangement 
of general development; small, while, yellow, or brown 
spots, of commencing caries. Yellowish white color, and 
average hardness, are found in the most durable and solid 
teeth. 

There is one agent, the influence of which appears to be 
particularly dangerous. I allude to sugar. It baa long 
been considered by physicians and the pubUc as the cause 
of many oases of caries of the teeth. Its tendency to be 
transformed into acid is well known. Every acid is liable 
to disorganize the enamel of the teetL It ia proven by 
direct experiments that sugar dissolved in water, and ex- 
posed to a certain temperature and a continued afflux of 
atmospheric air^ would not disorganize enamel, atthou^ 
this were kept in the solution for many weeks after the 
transformation of sugar into add has taken place. There 
is, however, a difference in the transposition of sugar, 
according to whether it takes place in a tumbler or on tbe 
teeth. The change is more rapid on the teeth than other- 
wise, from the foot that the air ia constantly renewed in 
the mouth. Tbui it is, that the enaioel of the anterior 
byCjOOgIC 
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eide of ■ tooth is more often affected first, for the 
obaervatioD ifi, tliat the uitenor and lateral surfaces of the 
teeth are allectcd, badly developed, cracked, or tlieir 
enamel entirely abseDl, while the poBteriur surface is pro- 
portionately uninjured. Slight though the eflect piay be 
for some time, it will prove dangerous to rhe normal con- 
dition of the looth whenever frequent repetitions of the 
same iiyury take place. However this may be, this is 
certain, that tbere are some writera who deny tlie inju- 
rious effect of the sugar on the t<.>eth, from the fact tiiat 
the negroes on sugar plantations have the moat beau- 
tiful and strongest teeth. Perhaps the lime which is 
usually contained in refined sugar has something to do 
with the deleterious influence on the dental structure. 
Surb, at least, is the opinion of Hllle, who observed both 
negroes and Creoles of Surinam to have beautifnl and 
white teeth, although they are constantly using sugar, but 
unrefined. The same author, however, adds the remark, 
that the unrefined sugar also is not prepared witliout 
lime, but he is inclined to attribute the health of the teeth 
to the absence of scrofula in that island. In the Nether- 
lands he found, together with the general prevalence of 
scrofulous diseases, early decay of teeth. Falck, in bis 
researches on dialieles mellitus, observed caries of the teeth 
in many instances; be does not attribute this anomaly to 
the direct influence of sugar, but to its transformation into 
lactic add. This transformation takes place readily by the 
action of t«liva, which is generally found to be ecid in 
persons suffering from diabetes. 

Fruit, both sour and sweet, are known to destroy the 
dental structure. Even in adults the same disastrous result 
is observed. Therefore, in allowing fruit to children, Spiel- 
berger's advice is very good, viz. Let the juice be alisorhed, 
or removed from the teeth, by the simultaneous use of 
either bread or water. 

One of Uie most injurious agents in destroying the teeth 
is the sudden change of temperature. Of the different 
lasers, emamel, ivory, etc., a sudden change of temperature 
Will affect more the outer than the inner one; the enamel 
will be liable to crack without being thrown off, as there 
is an oreanic connexion between enamel and ivory ; hut in 
the cracks acids, or any other injurious substance, will suc- 
ceed more rapidly in disorganising the structure. 

As malnutrition is among the principal causes affecting 
the healthy composition of teeth, it is necessary to know tlie 
kind of food which is proper for children before and 
during dentition. Previous to the eruption of the first 
teeth, infants do not masticate; cousequently, as a uniform 
rule, the food must be such as does not require masticaljon. 
Milk and soups are appropriate to this age. Amylaceous 
substances must be avoided, at least oa a general nourish- 
ment, for a number of months; with the exception of 
those cases in which, for professional purposes, you think 
proper lo allow them. Saliva, which is alisolutely neces- 
sary for their digestion, is secreted in too small quantities 
in the very first months of life ; thus the digestion of 
arrowroot, and farina, and rice-fiour, and all the other 
amylacaa is thrown upon the digestive powers of the 
Btomach, then undeveloped in its muscular structure, and 
unprepared, fi'om the amount and kind of its secretions, for 
difficult digestion. If you cannot expect amylaceous mat- 
ters to be readily digested, even when suspended in water 
and milk, how much less in a dry form, without the admix- 
ture of any Lquid, as it is frequently given ? Frequently 
the instinct of tlie mother is seen to correct, in some man- 
ner^ the insufficiency of in&ntile digestion, by first masti- 
cabng and soaking with her own saliva the bread, or 
cracker, etc., destined for her infant. This is an aid to in- 
fitntile digestion, cerUinly, but it is a singular method of 
improving on nature's functions. 

At the period of the eruption of the first leeth, the 
child first succeeds in performing the movements of masti- 
cation, and about the same time the salivary glands attain 
ahi^er development and exhibit a largeramount of secre- 
tion. It at^arv then, as a diioct consequence, that amy- 



JACOBI ON DENTITION AND ITS DERANGEMENTS. 



laceous food, in moderate quantity, and well soaked, win 
prove digestible. 

After the molar teeth have »ade their appearance, b 
the third and fourth half-years of infantile life, a great 
change occurs. The salivary glands are developed, the mus- 
cles of the infantile stomacli strengthened, its digestive 
powers increased; and about this time more solid food is weD 
borne, and may be allowed. Not only may more solid food 
be (liven, but you should order it Every organ must be 
exei'ci:^ according to its development and power, and 
lience you would not only weaken the stomach b^ with- 
holding proper stimulus to exertion, but also the conaistency 
and health of tlie very teeth would be affected ; for it is ao 
t-Blablished fact, that the leeth will more often remaiti nor- 
mal with solid and dry than with liquid, soft, and boiled 
food. Vegetable food, especially, requires protracted mas- 
tication and a large amount of saliva. Those animals known 
by the name of ruminants spend the largest part of their 
life in mastication. Mastication and sahva have not so 
much influence upon animal food; carnivorous animals will 
not masticate their food slowly, but they tear it in pieces 
and swallow it at once, leaving aH the work of digestion to 
the stomach, and the other digestive organs of the abdomi- 
nal cavity. Thus, even children without teeth, and with- 
out the lull development of their salivary glands, will digest 
animal food, especially extracts, soups, etc., if adminbtered 
to them. For this very reason, be cautious in directing the 
nutrition of small children: such as have no leeth, or bad 
teeth, or toothache, ought to be kept on a very small 
amount of amylaceous food, if any ; whereas animal food, 
which requires less soliva and less mastication, is better 
taken and more readily digested. As it is certain that the 
first years of life will usually decide as to the fiiture condi- 
tion of the diijestive organs, you perceive the necessity of 
being unusuaUy careful at this period. You wilt generally 
find that little attention is paid to the temporary teeth. 
Parents and physicians do not care much about them, be- 
cause they are to fall out and be replaced by the perma- 
nent teeth. But when you consider that the permanent 
teeth will not appear before the seventh or eighth year of 
life, you perceive what injuir can and will be done if the 
miik-leeth are neglected. Their original condition doesnot 
generally depend on the attention of the physician, for they 
are formed during ftetal life, and their nature is determined 
sometimes by hereditary influences. Healthy and robust 

[larents, endowed with good constitutions and normal dete- 
opment of their osseous systems ; a mother who has been 
well during pregnancy, and not suffered from any morbid 
predispoffltion ; wholesome and appropriate food ; a well 
ventilated residence— these are the conditions which influ- 
ence the proper development of the teeth of the infant. 

Great care should be exercised in feeding. Every adult 
will remove such remnants of food as are retained in Ibe 
mouth after meals, by cither cleansing the mouth with 
water, or the tongue, etc. Not so with children. What- 
ever tliey have not swallowed will be retjuned in their 
mouths adhering to their tongues, cheeks, tauces, or in the 
folds of the maxillEB; even the food wbidi bas been swal- 
lowed will be ejected, owing to the extreme readiness of 
vomiting observed in a large number of infants. These 

fiarticlcs of food, ferina, arrow-root, milk, etc, are very 
iable by the influence of the air passing the mouth, or 
with every respiration, to become sour ; and then, by 
their acidity, to affect the crowns of tlie teeth. Again, you 
are aware that motliers and nurses, not among tlie poorer 
class of the population only, will, whenever a child is cry- 
ing, either surfeit it with food, and thereby produce vomit- 
ing, or gastric catarib with a superabundance of acid in the 
gastric secretion and the contents of the stomach, or what 
IS equally reprehensible, put in its mouth a mass competed 
of cracker or bread, with water or milk, and sugar. Now, 
notliing has a greater tendency to become acid than sugar; 
even in the intestinal canal the transformation of sugar into 
lactic acid is a common and normal occurrence. It is not 
strange, then, that under the infiueooe-of erer diaoging 
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ur in respirtitioa, and the renewed alSux of oxygen, the 
transfonn&tion of the sugar into acid should take place very 
rapidly. You know from what has been saiJ Ihat tlie crowns 
of the teeth are very easily inQuenced, and destroyed by 
any slight scid broug:lit into contact with them, even by fruit 
of any description ; you will, therefore, not be surprised to 
find Uiat the l«eth will be 'severely afiected by the transfor- 
mution of the sugar contained in these filthy coinpounda. 
CliilJren of from two to three yeara of ape, comt' under 
your observation daily in whom this bad custom, and no- 
thing else, has been the cause of the decay of the milk- 
teeth; thus giving rise to disturbances of the general 
health, and toothaclie in early life. To discontinue their 
uae, is absolutely necessary beCure the eruption of the first 
JDcisors, lie it wiU be very diHicult to do so afterwards. The 
reason of this is well explained by Spielberger, who em- 
phatically denounces the bad practice alluded to. After the 
enamel is removed from the crown of tlie tooth, from the 
constant effect of the reproduced acid, and tlie exposed 
situation of the erown, the access of cold air, and the con- 
tact with other warm or cold bever^ea will produce intense 
pain. Even the sucking-bag itself will give rise to pain by 
becoming cold, and the child will cry untilanew and warm 
one is supplied by the nurse, whose pity is excelled by no- 
thing but her ignorance. She will remove the cold one, 
and dip it into a warm solution of sugar, or keep it in her 
own moutti^ and again put it into the infant's mouth, and 
thechildwill now keep quiet, sucking, and sleeping, and 
it will also allow the nurse to sleep. You will meet with 
infants sometimeB, who are perfectly incapable of deeping 
mthout this substance between their lips, from the meie 
fact tliat the enamel of their teeth is removed, and the ivory 
half gone, and the infant feels pain from having no protec- 
tion agunst the cooling influenee of the air. Thus tlie 
teeth are destroyed until the pulp, too, is aQected, when the 
child will feel no longer any pain. It baa no pain, and no 
teeth. A tooth will sometimes be eaten away in this man- 
ner before the erown is fully developed. You will meet 
with a Urge number of children, who, from one or more of 
the reasons alluded to, have no healthy incisors, or perhaps, 
DO incisors at all. from their second or third year, up to their 
seventh or eightii. 

As the incisor teeth have no other office but to rend or 
cut the food, digestion itself will sometimes not suffer much, 

Sirovided the child masticates well otherwi.=e, mixes the 
i>od with a Butficient quantity of saliva, and has a perfect 
and undisturbed gastric and iutestinal digestion, on vte am- 
dilion thai the knife, before the food is brought over the 
lipa, does the work of the incisor teeth, as much as artificial 
means can do. But a serious conpequence, alluded to by a 
Dumber of physiologists and lately by the niiove-mentianed 
author, must not be overlooked. You know that a number 
of letters, as D, T, and even S, C, St, etc., are formed by 
the tongue approaching the top of the incisors. But what 
if tiiey are absent 7 The child will try to pronounce as well 
as circumstances will permit; thus those consonants are 
formed by the tongue touching the alveolar mai^n of the 
jaw-bone, and pronunciation becomes unclear, thick, and 
lisping. This misfortune is not at all mended by the tem- 
porary teeth being replaced by the permanent ones, about 
the age of seven or eight years; for the child has been 
accustiimed to bring forward its tongue in pronouncing the 
consonants D, T, S, C, etc., to the alveolar process, and 
Bcaroely ever will tliis custom be replaced by the better one 
of again accustoming the tongue to touch the top of the 
incisor teeth. No muscles are more obstinate, when once 
used to one particular action and motion, than tliose of the 
tongue. This is seen in the attempt to pronounce a foreign 
langtiage. There are few men who are able to pronounce 
certain words of a foreign Unguage as well as those of 
their vernacular; and it is a fact, that, from mere physical 
reasons, a young person will learn the pronunciation of a 
foreign language more easily llian adults, whose Ungual 
musclea have been active for decennia in the same manner 
and direction, and with the tame exertion. Thus there are, 



therefore, rea-sons for carefully preserving the milk teeth 
in young children, other tlian merely for the sake of beauty, 
or digestion, or comfort. If they are destroyed, if tooth- 
ache is produced, or other inconveniences result, you 
will naturally think of extraction of such tooth. In my 
second lecture I alluded to the f«ct, that after the extraction 
of a tootli, tlie jaw-bone becomes atrophied, the alveolar 
margins narrower, thinner, and lower, and tiint in the 
extraction of a temporary tooth this danger is palest; for 
at a later period of Ufe, the permanent one will not meet 
witli sufficient space. Moreover, the molar teeth, at the 
age of ftjur or five years, have long and deep roots, whereby 
extraction is rendered very pidn^L It must be borne in 
mind, also, that the pulp of the permanent tooth is, about 
tliis time, imbedded between the roots of the temporary 
one, and you may, by forcibly extracting the one, deprive 
the child of the other at the same time. Again, a hard 
cicatrix will be formed by extraction, and the permanent 
tooth may cut through it with difficulty. The child has 
also suffered a severe loss, being deprived of one of its 
instruments for mastication. If you can preserve the tooth 
it is your duty to do so, while in cases of carious molar 
teeth in children, it is better to have them filled than 
extracted. My remarks refer to the normal condition of 
the teeth and gums. But the tooth must be removed in 
cases of denial caries, where an inflemmation of the inner 
alveolar membrane, and sometimes suppuration, takes place 
— a morbid process, which is, in a number of cases, com- 
pUcaCud with swelling of (be submaxillary glands. These 
tumors are commonly considered scrofulous, but when they 
are the only symptoms of scrofula which you can detect in 
a child, never forget to examine the state of the jaw and 
the teeth, and search carefully for a deepi-seated, painful 
inflammation and suppuration around the root of a tooth. 
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HYGIENE OF THE SEWING MACHINK 
Br A. K. GARDNER, M.D., 

{Omcltultd fnm pagt 411) 

Sdigman o6 Co. employ ninety-four of Singer's machines 
in making clothing. Some of the girls who had worked 
these heavy machines on thick beaver cloth and other heavy 
clothine for some years, had found, as a general thing, that 
the girls in the Jiop were as healthy as ordinary. True, 
when working on heavy goods for ten hours, they did feel 
fatigued, but thcv never suffered from any special diseases, 
never had hearQ of any spinal difficulties, neuralgia, ame- 
norrha?a, or leueorrhcpas. That there were seldom more 
than two or three of their number absent during a day, out 
of (heir whole number, for any and all causes. This wsa 
the unanimous testimony of many of those working the 
machines in answer to my speeial and direct inquiries. 

Davia i Co., extensive shirt and clothing manufactureri, 
work between three and four hundred Wheeler and Wil- 
son's machines, and never heard from any of their em- 
ploy&B the least suspicion of the working of machines 
being other than perfectly healthy employment At their 
immense factory in New Haven (visited by the mem- 
bers of the American Medical Association last spring, by 
invitation), where nearly four hundred Wbeeler and Wil- 
son's machines are used, the same result is found upon the 
health of the workers. 

Finding, Iherefore, no proof that physical disease origi- 
nates, or is af^'ravated even, by the use of the sewing' 
machine, I am forced to beheve that in the moderate use rf 
the muscles of the lower eztremiliea, Oie' valwt^ hpljls 
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good in tliia as in any other form of labor, Ihat use strcngtli- 
ens the orgaos— tliat wliile tlie use of liulf of tlie body is 
not BO beneficial for health, or for an equal development of 
the entire body, as if the sewing-machine eiercisL-d the 
wbole frame, that it is far better than no exercise at all, as 
is the lot of the confined hand-seners. 



ffreato 
the orf 



Agfun : It has been reported that the assiduous working 
of the sewing machine, where the work was fioe, and 
Mt care was requisite for regularity anderenness, injured 
3 organs of viEion in some undescribed manner. Not 
mistinK to my own narrow experience, or the reporiB of 
the various operators or employees^ sa I could gain access 
to the Twious eye infirmaries, I accordingly addressed 
similar letters to most of the eminent practitioners in the 
United States, where machines are usually employed. My 
inquiries were : Whether amaurosis was cauBed by sewing- 
machine work, and if bo, was it as frequently thus caused 
as by hand-sewing? Whether, when exiBting, it was 
aggravated by the use of the sewing-machines? Wasacute 
or chronic inflammation of the hda or globe known to be 
caused by lint Bpringing from sewing machines ? Was the 
sewing machine an injury or a benefit to vision, onil parti- 
cululy when the amount of work done by them is con- 
sidered? 
■ Two letters will answer as a type of the replies I re- 

IbHuhiuttta Charitable E^e and Ear tDflrtuarr. 
BoaloD, May 81, IfM. 

Skir Sih ; — As one of the Surgeons of the Infirmary I 
can answer your inquiries in a few words' 

1. I have seen no injurious effecta on the lids or globe of 
Hie eye from the lint of sewing-machines. 

2. I occasionally Bee cases ot what is called marked sen- 
sibility of the retina, either produced or aggravated by 
their use. 

3. I think the use of sewing machines, on similar work 
for a similar period, a decidedly Uu exposure for the eye 
riian tbo covmoQ use of the needle. 

Tours, very truly, 
Db. a. K. Gakdnib. Georoe A. Betrune. 

A, K. GARDSEtL M.D. 

DuJiSnt: — It would afford me great pleasure to com- 
municate to you &cts and statistics relative to the hygienic 
effects oC the sewing machine on the eyes, did I possess 
any of value on the subject Very fewof my patients work 
themselves the machine, and I have rarely heard any com- 
plaints of ita ill effects. 

Yours, respectfully, 
IsaaoHatb. 

PUladalphla, Josa S, iSKL 



Considering the immense number of machines now in 
use, it would seem impossible for the eye to be acriouBly 
affected by them, without the ocuhsts of the United States 
having noted it in numerous instances; yet the opinions 
eipressed by gentlemen of large experience are corrobo- 
isled by many others, verbally made to me ; among them, 
Drs. Wilkes, J. H. Clark, Ceccarini, and Stephenson, men 
of reUabihty and very extensive experience in this city, 
and Dr. Clark being the only oculist of eminence in the 
great manu&ctunng city of Newark, where the machines 
are very niunoroufl, and engaged in every kind of work, 
&om durts, cbthing, and shoe-binding, up to leather, bar- 
ness, and saddlers' work. Dr. Clark has abo made special 
inquiries at the various factories, and reports that he can 
trace do disease of any description to the use of the sewing 
machine. Dr. Stephenson, who has the charge of the 
Ophthalmic hoepilal, having a large number of patients 
among the classes engaged in laborious occupations, and 
also an extended private practice, says to me, that he has 
never seen the first case of injury to vision traceable to the 
aewinit machine. 

The oonduaon Uiat I have come to, after ux montba' 



deliberate invesUgntion of Uiis subject is, that the anmng- 
madiint it a hlaang to mankind, and apfciaUt/ to Iht female, 
and that wiihout an appreciahh drambtMe. 

We have thus considered the sewing machine as a 
healthy substitute for tJie degrading, eithsusting, debilitat- 
ing — may we not say demoralizing — needle, with its 
everiasting " stitch, stitch, stitch," and its accompaniraenle of 
poverty, misery, and vice. We might here leave it to the 
consideration of those in whose charge is the prevention of 
pauperism, the reformation of the Magdalen, the Bupnort 
of tlie widow, and the care of the or^an^ and ask their 
attention to it as a reforming agent. This we hear has 
already been done in some places ; and some States, among 
tliem Massachusetts, ever foremost in works of education and 
philanthropy, has by legislative enactment exempted the 
sewing machine from attachment and sale for debt. We 
ourselves have to look at it in one additional aspect, vit 
as a prophylactic, as a preventive of disease, as an agent 
antngonistic to tlie tendency of the times, the 8edenlar7, 
inactive, enervated, un-muscular habits of the women of the 

We need not recall to mind the law of animal tissue, that 
it is developed by use. Physiologists tell us that the brain 
increases by use, and that it is exercise alone which makes 
the distinction in its siae in families and races. The lungs of 
tlie runner, the player on wind instruments, etc., are thus 
developed. The womb and breasts of the woman of any 
age who has had children, are larger tlian those organs <if 
another of corresponding age who has been childlese. The 
development of the blacksmith's arm is too well known to 
be mentioned. 

What is denominated " tone" and " tonicity" by modem 
writers — phrases equivalent to vigor — -is the normal condi- 
tion of organs strengthened and developed by normal 
exercise. Action is invigorating, inaction enfeebling. This 
fact is too much neglecled by the physician, and in conse- 
quence upon this plalform of a pattiBlly applicable truth 
we have an "irm''^ founded, the " movement cure." We 
may perhaps beneficially examine and appropriate tbe truth 
it possesses in respect to the subject of our investigation. 

A body in vigorous health is less liable to be seized with, 
or prostrated by, disease than a body in an atonic condition. 
If this is true of the whole frame, it ia (rue of a portion of 
it, or of a single organ. The sewing machine overworks, 
that ia wearies and fatigues the learner, who exerts a mus- 
cular force, and for a too prolonged period, EufBcient to 
drive half a dozen machines. The same inBtrumeot is bnt 
a healthy stimulant to the muscles of the lower eitreniitie*^ 
of those accustomed to ita use, developing and strengthen- 
ing them. But the beneQt and increased volume of 
the muscles actually employed is extended to the adjacent 
parts of tbe frame, and the muscles which belong^ to 
the pelvis, the bacfc, and which support the abdominal 
walls, are called upon to aid in the work by sleftdy- 
ing the frame, and firmly holding the parts to which 
the muscles of the lower extremity are attached. The 
development of tliese muscles affects all the adjacent oi^aiis. 
The circulations are carried on more regularly, the absorb- 
ents are brought to work more energetically, and there ia 
a tonicity very perceptible throughout the abdominal parie- 
tes, which is a result of the employment of the neighboring 
organs. In the female we have as a direct result, a " tone 
in the generative apparatus before unknown, and a direct 
result of normal activity. The flaccidity of the vaginal 
walls is supplanted by contractility ; the relaxed ligaments 
of the uterus become tense; the perineal muscles are 
developed; prolapsus uteri ia impossible; leucorrhoeas are 
absent, because dependent upon debility, malposition, and 
displacements; the secretions are normal, because the parts 
are in anormsi condition. Now this is not theoretical, or 
at least is only tbe theory for the explanation of absolute 
facts which have come under the observation of mys^lT, or 
of those who were well capable to judge, and who have 
communicated them to me. They may peihaps be called 
"coincidences," but the pustules npan-ute BkuLtn alao 
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CoincidcDCcs which, with others, make up what we denomi- 
nate Bmall-pox ; and the coincidences which I shall proceed 
to relate may be found to be as marked and persistent as 
the variola cioalrices. 

A case has been reported to lae bj a member of the 
Acaderaj, of a^ravat«<l uterine disease, accompanied by 
|>rolapsus and leucorrbcea, which waa of raanj years' stand- 
ing, and which had resisted all treatment, inchiding pessaries 
and Other local applications, which was cured entirely and 
solely by the result of systematic and vigorous muscular 
exercise, united with healthy diet and stimulating mountain 
air. Such cases are not iofrequent. Passive motion in a 
part produces a circulation of the stagnated blood, in its 
enlarged, congested veFseL% and in their diseased condition 
is perhaps all the stimulus that they can bear. Active 
exercise or motion is only compatible with a comparatively 
healthy condition of thcpc otvans. 

We will not seek to develop this view, but be content 
witi) its simple suggestion. But n-hile tlie tmndlc-boop, 
dumb-bella, and gymnastics generally, which have no result 
other than increased vigor of body, are recommended as 
prophylactics and invigoratora, either partial or general, 
the eiercise required in working a sewing machine shoula 
not be disregarded, especially as in addition to increased 
bealtl), the pecuniary returns are worthy of consideration. 



CASE OF HYDROPHOBIA. 
BY WM. BRODIE, M.D., 



Oh the 26di of September last, a young man by the name 
of Patrick O'Donnel. came into my office for professional 
advice. He stated that he had had a cough for some time, 
but did not think much about it until that morning, when he 
felt a difficulty in breathing, and thinking that he must be 
consumptive, asked me to "sound his chest." He informed 
me that he was a moulder by trade, and inhaled duly a 
large amount of dust. I found his throat reddened and 
somewhat swollen, his respiration and pulse both normal 
Yet there was an anxiety in his countenance. I told him 
the dust was most probably the cause of his cough, and 



bis lungs, which I did, but found nothing abnormal save a 
slight bronchial rfile. He took my prescription, consisting 
of quinine and Dover's powder, and went home. On the 
morning of the 27 th his suter called upon me, and requested 
. irly attendance, as Patrick had a severe pain in his 
I called upon him after my breakfast, and found him 
in the same condition as before, with the exception of a 
severe pain in bis right side below and behind the nipple. 
On examination of bis chest again I could find no evidence 
of disease, and in order to do mmtthing to allay hit mind. I 
ordered a blister, and continued tJie prescription. In the 
afternoon I was requested to call again, "as he had diffi- 
culty in swallowing. I did so, and found him as repre- 
sented. I had some tea brought in order to ascertain the 
extent of his trouble, as I thought he must be exceedingly 
nervous, or was possibly laboring under some superstitious 
excitement Upon prest'nting the fluid be seized upon ' 
-with avidity, and gulped it down in mouthf ' 
n attack of quinsy sore throat," yet 
cited, and his 



sr 



Q mouthfuls, as though 



from the blister, and to which I attributed his condition. 

Sve him a potion of morphia, and left another to be given 
n during the night. 

Shortly after midnight I was again called, when I found 
an exaggeration of the previous symptoms. The appear- 
ance of fluid brought on the paroxysm of apparent Strangu- 
lation. I then asked bim if he had been bitten at any time 



by a dog, when he suddenly turned to me, saying, "Ton 
don't Uiink I have the hydrophobia?" I answered, "I 
cannot now account for your symptonis short of that sup- 
position," " Yes,'' he said, "I was bitten by a sick dog 
the last week in June, but a doctor told me the dog was 
not mad, and he cured the bite, which took him nearly two 
weeks." A felon then came on his thumb, which was sore 
for three weeks more, I was thus satisfied of the nature 
of the disease, and took measures accordingly. In tbe 
morning I requested Drs. Pitcher, and Stebbins, sen, and 
jr., to see him, who pronounced it pure hydrophobia. The 
fright of water in the room, the sound of water pouring 
from one vessel to another, the motion of the air from 
opening and closing a door, or the hand before the face, 
would throw him into a violent paroxysm, which would 
last fcora three to ten minutes, when he would be utterly 
exhausted. The only way he could take any medicine was 
by putting it dry on a piece of paper, when he would dash 
at It and throw it in his mouth suddenly. He had no 
febrile symptoms, his skin being moist, and perspiring 
during the whole time. His mental powers were clear and 
perfect to the time of his death. 



The plan of treatment waa by opiates. Chloroform was 

' ' ' my mind, but I leared its results, as on after 

circumstance fully proved. During my absence an oHcious 
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practitioner went to see him, and without any judgment as 
to the results, commenced to put him under its influence 
and with httle success was engaged in the act when I 
returned. I found my patient completely exhausted, and 
begging to be released from the stupor that was impending. 
His pulse had become small and frequent, his sKin was 
cold and clammy, and he complained of his feet becoming 
cold, I endeavored to bring about reaction by hot applica- 
tions, but without benefit It was now evident uiat be 
could live but a short time. His re^iration seemed to 
convulse the entire muscular ^stem. Liquids ceased to 
excite the u^ual paroxysm, and he began to swallow, with 
difficulty at firat, but as exhaustion progressed, with greater 
ease, so that before he expired he swallowed fluids with 
the same ease as in health. He died at Ave o'clock P.M., 
less than thirty-six hours from the first indication of his 
disease. The cose was one of great interest to the oom- 
munity, and much to the discomfort of the patientjcverybody 
wanted to see bim, and would see bim, both professional and 
layman. Everybody bad a cure, and did not bedtale in my 
absence not only to urge the friends to administer, but even 
do themselves so. Two physicians, ignoring all profesaonal 
ethics, taking advantage of my absence, declared the case one 
of delirium tremens, and administered remedies for the 
same, I cannot, therefore, let the opportunity pass by, of 
calling the attention of medical educatora to many of their 
graduates, who, although able to pass an examination, have 
not the first qualification to associate with gentlemen, whose 
principles will violate all courtesy, whose ignorance pre- 
vents them from either reading or comprehending the 
common rudiments of the English lon^pioge, and whose 
prescriptions are a burlesque. It is high lime n united 
effort wire made to place our profession where it has ilood 
in the pist, and ought to stand in the present 



TUE PESSARY A HURTFUL REMEDIAL AGENT. 
Bt WM. mason TURNER, M,D,, 

I luvB been much interested in reading in the Tmss the 
discussion which has occurred of late in the New York 
Academy of Medicine between Drs, Peaalee, Gardner, 
Sims, and Thomas. The perusal of that report was all the 
more pleasing to me from the fact that for the last twelve 
months I have given considerable attention and practice to 
the subject in hand, and desired much to read, or learn by' 
some means, the opinions held by others concerning the 
use of the pessoiy. I am well acquainted with the Tiem 
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enlertained of that iDstrument bv some of the moet 
renowned obstetriciAUS in the world — e. g. — Dra. Hodge, 
Meigs. Velpeau, Dubois, Nonat, Churchill, and otliera ; yet 
I wisned to Bee what others, from pradieal experience, 
thought of those vaginal agenta called pessaries. My own 
conclusions hare been based simply and entirely on results 
obtained in practjce, and the conclusions which I have 
formed have been arrived at oaly after giving both sides — 
the advaiitageout, and the non-«dvantageous opinions — a 
fair trial, ity experience, of course, does not rank with 
that of Dr. Hodge, and others, and on that account, perhaps, 
what I mav write does not and should not cany much 
weight with it — sini])ly from insufficiency of eiperience. 
Yet the reeults for one year, as I have before staled, are 
very decided and conclusive to my own mind — so mudi so 
that my mode of treatment in cases where pessaries have 
been advised and used is fixed. 

My experience bears out, in lotc, the arguments advanced 
and positions held by Dr. Qordner. I was indeed pleased 
to find a member of the New York Academy enlertaitiing 
precisely my views ; and if tlie results of the cases I submit 
tend to strengthen his points, I most gladly lay them 
honestly before tlie profession. Let it be understood here, 
however, that I do not take extreme grounds against the 
employment of the pessary; neither does Dr. Gardner. 
T/iire are some cases in whidi the pessary of right construc- 
tion, of proper size and adaptation to the parts, is of decided 
and lasting advant^e. Only in ont instance, however, can 
I conceive this to be possible. In other words, I think the 
harm resulting from the use of the pessary and the riiit of 
harm ia aii ceueg, gaitrally overbalance the accruing benefit, 
save in the case excepted ; that case is a eompleie prol^tsus 
where the ligaments have so far lost their function as to 
allow the womb to protrude tlirough the genital fissure. 
Another instance, perhaps, is where the vagina is perfectly 
relaxed and affords no support at all to the uterus ; but this 
oondition of that canal is almost always present in complete 
prolapsion. When this exists, I think the pessary, uidi 
applied, is useful. But I think it is merely swapping one 
inflammation for another — that is vaginita, the effect of the 
pessary, for mttritit occasioned by the cramped and unna- 
tural opposition of the womb, in prolapsus. It may be 
objected here that metritis alwat/t exists, more or leas, in 
such cases — and why not always exchange it for the vagi- 
nitis? I reply, it cannot be dtlermined that metritis exists 
in aS the oases where pessaries have been employed. In 
some, it doubtless had been present, yet in the greater part 
of those cases I humbly think the metritis sboula have been, 
and eoold have hen better treated, by other and less haiard- 
ous means. It is needless for me to enumerate the many 
preltaded advantages of the pessary, as claimed by its advo- 
cates; it is quite as needless to enumeratit the multitudinous 
woes which we jbnou> are oftener than otlierwise consequent 
on the useof theinstrument. Thecasee mentioned by Drs. 
Sims and Thomas are exceptional cases — cases which I do 
not deny occasionally occur. But look at the vait amount 
of harm done, while these /no com* tire bttUrrd by the pes- 
sary ; or to say tlie least, how many unfortunate females 
there ore left uncured or whose conditJon is not bettered — 
to a very few who are cured 1 Admitting that pessaries 
were always well placed— that they fitted exactly the vagi- 
nal canal, vet the pressure exerted on them and through 
them on the vagina (none deny pressure in the premises, 
for by ti we see the beneficial action of the instrument) 
will and does most frequently occasion local and thee 
general sympathetic inflammation of the uterus. This effect 
cannot be disputed, and if for none other reason, in my 
opinion, the pessary as a remedial agent sliould be con- 
demned. Uy objections to the pessary are chiefly, to wit: 
— (I) They make pressure on the vagina (the discoid, com- 
mon glass, oKve wood, and globe pessury. particularly) and 
occasion consequent inflnmmation ana ulceration — very 
often resulting in recto- and vesico-vaginal fistulas. (2) 
It is unsound curative practice to tieat effect instead of 
catiM ; in other words, it is fi»r better t« giva tone to lh« 



ligomfntB of the uterus and to the vagina, the natural sop- 
poi'lers "f.the womb. (3) The intonveriience ariaiiig fiom 
adjusting ihe pes.aary, getting the particular size, reuioviDg 
the instrument for cleansing purposes, and the disgust vliicn 
b often awakened, justly or not, in tlie mind of tbeddicuc 
and refined woman. I might multiply objections, bat it ii 
useless. 

I hope it will be seen that Ihua far I condemn the use of 
the pessary as a remedial agent, applicable in the niijoritf 
of cases — but admit ils value in oi>e esceptioualcasi', >.(. 
in complete prolapsus and where there is tot^ rtlaistiwiof 
the vagina. And even such a case can be much benefited, 
under certain circumstances, without the use of aoy petsuy. 
I have now in recollection a case in my own pttnice, 
where the woman is well enough at present to wai about 
and do a moderate amount of washing. She wean a sus- 
pensory bandage, fitting the abdomen snugly;— she tikis 
tonics and syringes the vagina with a strong decoction cf 
red oak bark ; but the main prime treatment was (d)$oMt, 
continued ToA iaahbrizontal position, with the pelvicrFgioa 
slightly raised. Three months and a half ago, when I took 
her under my treatment, that woman had been bed-ridden 
for fourteen months. I would beg leave to state bei« ib>t 
I have olVen found the following pessary (if it be properto 



a good piece of suq^u's sponge well beaten and freed of 
sand. Thia sponge should be cut into a cylindrinl fonn 
about four inches in length. Saturate this well in a etrong 
decoction of red oak bark (I prefer this to all local uttis- 
gents), and place it into the vagina by means of a specu- 
lum — the speculum being gradually withdrawn, leaving tbt 
sponge behind. This acts as a pessary in a measuie— but 
it cliums this advantage over pessaries generally— it fai 
not act on any one particular point of the vagina — its preBurt 
is equable, therefore, apart from its yielding nature, it cooM 
not set up local inflammation. Besides, it is a most con- 
venient and eflectual mode of applying astnngents and thut 
toning up the vagina. The patient can far more readilj 
learn to introduce this than she can the ordinary pessvy— 
discoid, flat, horse-shoe, ring, or stem. The sponge thirold 
be removed every day and hot water poured ttuongb it; 
this fits the sponge for use again. 

This brings me to my treatment for malpositions of tbe 
womb — prolapsus, simple and complete — ante- version, toi 
retroversion. Said treatment can be summed up in * fe" 
words ; its grand features as regards all mifplacemeots, 
ipea^cing generally, are Ionia, rr8t, oifrin^eni tn^cduM 
including the epongt, and a proper gu^xntory bandagt. If 
the womb be antcverted, relroverted, or prolapsed, I reposil 
it, enjoin and enforce strict rest in a horizontai position, 
exhibit tinct. ferri muriat., keep open prinuB viia, injeclinW 
the vagina astringent lotions, or use (most commonly) liw 
saturated sponge pessary. When the system is toned op 
generally, and Uie uterine hgamente, having hadacbanceio 
recruit, have somewhat recovered, I make Ihe patient we«r 
a suspensory bandage. I genervlly use one which UT 
housewife can readily manufwttire from any kind of doin, 
it matters not what — Calico, muslin, etc. It is sb^ lii« 
an equilateral triangle, two sides of the triaagK being 
curved to fit tbe abdomen; to the angles tap« tn 
attached. 

This is substantially my treatment. At the same time 1 
always suggest, when my patient is walking about, that IM 
hoop-skirt should be made to go over the shoulder niti * 
strap, so that the superincumbent mass of clothing nwynot 
drag around the waisL 

My opinion in regard to the non-employment of peaean* 
and to the treatment for malpositions of the womb " 
derived from the following statistics of practice :— 

Since November, 1859, I have treated In all, with^ 
ticular reference to the point in qnestion, nine cases of <|'*' 
placement of the womb ; for tix of these cases (anieversiMi 
and prolapsion generally), I directed tonics— (chiefly IM 
tinct, fern muriat)— the auspenaory bandage u given above 



Digitized by 



Cjoogic 



u Mdktl ■ntatt. 



REPORTS OF HOSPITALS. 



i>M.n,iBsOL 439 



— the vaginal sponge sahirated with the bsrk decoction, 
and absolute rest, long persevered in. In three cases, I 
employed as supports for the womb (cases of prolapaion 
g-enerally), the discoid, ring, globe, and horse-aboe pessary. 
To-day my six patients, not treated wiLh pessary, are talk- 
ing about — express themaetves as "pretty well" — well 
enough, in fact, to attend to household affaire, and are under 
no treatment, save in the use of occasional vaginal astrin- 
gent injections, and of the abdominal Buspensory. What I 
clum for tlie suspensory is — that it supports the viscera of 
the belly — that it acts as tlie relaxed muscles of the abdo- 
men ^utuid act — that by so acting, with the other viscera, 
it in a measure and indirectly supports the womb also — 
Baid womb being reported, reduced, and kept in place par- 
tiailj- by restored system and a vagina made tonic by 
aatnnpent injections. Dr. Peaslee's comparison of the 
extra oaTrd-hoop to the abdominal suspensory is, in my 
opinion, by no means apposite. The walls (or stavet) of the 
barrel are not rafccwd— they bear no resemblance to the 
flaccid muscles of a relaxed abdomen. If he had used 
instead an tsdra ropt to a bale of cotton, the comparison 
would have been more apt in one sense, but so far from 
being true, would have proved the converse of his proposi- 
tion. The three vnfartuitale females (as I take it), in whose 
cases I used the peasarr, were complaining a month ago 
M heavily as eight months ago. In two of them ulceration 
of the neck of the uterus and of the contiguous parts of the 
TE^^na supervened, although I endeavored my utmost to 
get the pessary of the right shape, size, etc In the other 
woman, leucorrhcea was well established. They are now 
under different treatment — I have discarded the pessary — 
put my patients to bed — given them tinct fern muriat., and 
all three are thriving. 
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BROOKLYN MEDICAL AND SURGICAL 

INSTITUTE. 

SuRQiOAL Clinic of Pbof. Lottis Bauer. 

[B«p«ttd bj Ajmo Whlld, Hoosv^aigMiL] 

SoBAOtm inflammation of the tibio-tarsal joint often gives 
rise to contraction of musdes, and thereby to malposition 
ADd deformity of the foot The peronei muscles are those 
chiefly involved, and therefore the deformity that ensues is 
talipes valgus. Dr. Bauer holds that this is the rule in all 
effected ankle-joints still retaining their mobiiily, whereas 
in anch^loeed ankle-joints the deformities produced may be 
very different. Again, he says, that the contraction of 
Other muscles than the peronei are more of a consecutive 
naUire, being produced by the defonnity instead of its 
active agent During the last few months three cases bear- 
ing upon these facta were presented and successfiilly treated 
at the Institute. 

CaskIU.— Subacute n/novititof theanMi^joini—Contrae- 
lw» o/ the peronei mtudet prodticing ialipta valgus — Sub- 
cuianeout division — Seem'ery. — Wilhelro Oouze, let 16, 
& saddler's apprentice, entered the Institute on the 
25th of July. His right foot presented that deformity 
known by the term of talipes valgus, viz. his foot was lon- 
gitodinalli' rotated to auch a degree that he stepped almost 
upon the inner margin ; the scaphoid bone protruded, and 
the arch of the planta pedis was greatly diminished. The 
attempt to return the foot into its proper position, not only 
failed Imt caused considerable pain in the ankle joint, and 
the peronei muscles became thereby exceedingly tenau. 
Tendemem was also noticed in the joint both on pressure 
nod gentle motion. In addition the patjent sta^ that 
locomotion was very painfiil to him, thai in the morning he 
felt ocHuparatively Muy, but towarda tiigbt he was (uten 



peronei ir 



entirely unable to walk. The deformity had existed about 
six months; had been preceded by pain in the ankle-joint, 
brought on by excessive exertion. Tlie case waa pro- 
nounced to be essentially subacute inflammation of the 
tibio-tarsal articulation, followed by contraction of the 
muscles, which had led to the abnormal form and 
of the foot. The subcutaneous diviuon of the con- 
tracted muscles waa performed, whereupon the foot could 
be immediately returned into its proper position. To secure 
rest and immobility to the STticulation, a leather splint 
was affixed to the front of lee and foot In about a week 
the Horeness about the joint had' subsided, and the patient 
could adduct and rotate the foot at pleasure without any 
inconvenience whatever. An apparatus was then applied 
to restrain the rotatory movement of the foot, and a firm 
leather pad fastened to the sole inside of the boot for the 
purpose of re-establishing the arch. The patient left after 
a treatment of two weel^and baa since el^dily improved. 
At present the foot has a good form, and the planta pedis 
is already moderately arclied, whilst the scaphoid bone 
occupies its normal position. 

Cabb tV.—Subaeute itifiammaUon of the Ubio'tarial joint 
— Articular effiaion — Contraction ofprroneimusdta — TtJipt* 
valgut — Tenolomt/ — Pundure of the joint — Recovery. — Se- 
rina Dickson, tet 6, of healthy parentage and good 
constitution. Some two years ago she sprained her ankle, 
when inflammation and deformity of the foot gradually 
ensued. When admitted into the institute, the foot pre- 
sented the following appearance: Everted and rotated, 
plantar arch flattened so that every point of sole touched 
the floor, the scaphoid bone protruded so as to give the foot 
the ^pearance of tarsal inflexion, dorsum pedis flattened; 
ankle-joint every way tender and moderately distended by 
efiiised mateiial; peronei muscles contracted, resisting 
inward rotation. 

In his clinical remarks Dr. Bauer stated that the case 
under consideration bore the same pathological stamp as 
tJiat'of Gouze ; that he looked upon the traumatic inflam- 
mation of the ankle-joint as the starting point, which had 
given rise to muscular contraction, and consequently to 
malposition and defonnity of the foot. The peronei mus- 
des being those imphcated, talipes valgus had been the ine- 
vitable result The present case differed, however, from 
the former by the effusion, and hence the treatment should 
be so modified as to meet that comphcation. 

He, therefore, eubcutaneously punctured the distended 
capsule, removed its contents, divided the contracted mus- 
cles, applied tightly fitting adhesive straps, and secured the 
rest and immobUity of tlie joint in the manner previously 
described. In a few weeks, when the tnflammstion bad 
entirely subsided, and the free mobihty of the joint waa 
restored, he followed up the treatment with an appropriate 
brace Uid a plantar pad, which in two months improved 
the form of the foot conudersbly. When discharged the 
patient still presented the attenuation of the leg, the ordi- 
nal accompaniment of muscular contraction, 

Cabb V. — PartialpoiteriordislocationoflAe/oot—Contrao- 
Uonof aU ihefteixm of Vie foot, and four large toet, and of the 
esclenaoT digiti minimi propriue — Talipes va^ia — Recovery. — 
The case in question, referring to Lewis W, Leaman, ia 
unique in appearance, and its pathological character is sur- 
rounded by more than ordinary difficulties. The whole 
extremity, although otherwise useful to locomotion, is gene- 
rally attenuated and shghtly shortened, and this circum- 
stance has led to the erroneous diMpoas of paralysis. But 
when coreliilly examined the difficulty assumed a very 
different aspect. The adjoining diagrams of the cast taken 
illustrate but imperfectly tlie actual condition of the foot, 
yet they vvill give some idea of the Blu{»e and relatioiu of 
the parts concerned. 

In the first place, it will be noticed that the foot standi 
in a flexed position (extension being impoesible) ; secondly, 
that the distance between the heel of the malleoli is in- 
creased by at least three quarters of an inch ; thirdly, that 
the projecting scaphoid bone is placed immediately bdow. 
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tuid anterior to the iatemal malleolue ; and, finnlly, that tlie 
Biolleoli encroach upon the foot downward. These anato- 
mical conditiooB denote posterior dislocation of the Toot 



r^ 







At the place where the scaphoid bone proiects in and 
downward, the placta of the foot ia greatly widened, 
thereby contrasting strongly with the metatarsum, which 
ia not only atrophied, but aJao laterally comprenaed. Any 
attempt at extending the foot, or the four Grst toes, ia 
Btrongly resisted by the contracted fleiora. The contrac- 
tion of the flexor muscles of the large toe is particularly 
marked, as they draw the latter towards the plants, and 
from off the capitulum of the firat metatarsal bone, which 
projects superiorly. Dr. Bauer favored tiie opinion that all 
the muscular contractions were rather attributable to dis- 
placement and pressure, than to previous inflammation and 
reflex action. The case seemed to be of long standing, for 
bU the anatomical changes were far advanced and Grmly 
established, which fact, together with the history of the 
case, seemed to bear out that supposition. It was ascer- 
tained that when about two years old the patient had met 
with an accident, bia nurse having allowed him ta fall upon 
thestairsinsuchamanner that his heel was pushed foremost 
between two narrow uprights of the bannister, and his foot 
was strongly flexed. In consequence of the immediate 
tumefaction and painflilness of the parts tlie dislocation was 
overlooked, and m fact it never has been recognised before. 
The idea imparted by professional men that the extremity 
was paralysed deterred hia parents from seeking further 
tld. 

As to treatment. Dr. Bauer remarked, that he had no 
doubt of being enabled to permanently lessen the deformity 
by dividing ul tlie contracted muscles. This alone would 
render the foot more usefuL But he was unable to decide, 
whether the reduction of the dislocation of the foot and 

S^ toe would be successful at all, or if so, whether the 
action would be permanent; and, a^in, whether the 
attempt would not entul the necessity of dividing the achSlai 
tendon. All this could be decided only during the progress 
of the operation, which was proceeded with as follows : — 
When the patient was under the full efFects of chloroform, 
the contracted flexors of the toes were first divided, then 
the adductor and extensor tendons of the small toe; and. 
lastly, those of the tibialis anticuSj peronnue longus, ana 
brevis. This done, and the respective wounds being care- 
fully closed by adhesive plaster, the foot was forcibly 
extended to its utmost capacity, and likewise drawn for- 
ward! — this proceeding meeting with no resistance. But 
when the foot was again flexed it returned to its old posi- 



did also the large toe. In order to prevect ash 
ice. Dr. Bauer, by means of a leather splint, kept 
the foot and tlie large toe in the most estcnded poation, 
sufficiently long to accustom the parts to their new rel*- 
tions. After the lapse of four weeks passive motion of the 

i'oints was commenced, and the patient allowed to walk, 
lis ankles being well protected by a brace, and his pluita 
raised by a leather pad. When, about three mooths after 
the operation, the [mtient was examined, the improvemeDt 
was most conspicuous, and nothing seemed to interfen 
with the steady process of reformation. The lather pid, 
to which \ have repeatedly referred as the means ofrwsiiig 
the plantar arch, is made as follows ; — As many pietKt of 
soil sole leather or buckskin are glued upon each other u 
is necessary to procure the proper height, this is then cut 
according to the form and extent of the plantar arch to be 
established, and then fastened in a proper manner at the 
appropriate place inside of the shoe. Dr. Bauer generallj 
commences with four layers to his pad, and increases the 
height as the treatment progreases. 
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Case VL returned (see p. 362). " SSver Forlt Fractvi' 
treated bf Skrady't .^Kfli— The patient, P. K, aged 35, W 

iiresented himselfabout six weeks ago with well marked de- 
brmity, the result of fracture of the lower end oflhertdiiis. 
You remember that I then described to you this ^lintind 
its mode of application. It is well enough to speu of tbt 
advantages of one form of splint as compared with another, 
but the beat evidence of its utility is the result as beie 
shown. If you can cure a case of this sort without defana- 
i^ you obtain a result which is an exception to the rule. 
You will recollect that the deformity was well marked in 
this case ; but now, after the splint has been remoied, jou 
can with difficulty distinguish any deformity whaterer. 
The wrist-joint is free, and there is very alight aliffiiea 
This is what I call an exceedingly good result 

Case \U.— Silver Ibrk Fraclurt of five meHa' slants; 
re/riKiure. — A.B., a young married woman, kL 30. Tt" 
patient, about five weeks ago, fell down a night of sttin, 
and placing her hands out to save heraelf fracture] the 
lower extremity of the right radius, and jammed it into tbe 
epiphysis, breaking it in several fragments, as ia the rule in 
such cases. You will notice here the peculiar drforauty 
whicli entitles it to the appellation of the silver fork frac- 
ture ; the prominence of the lower end of the shaft on iU 
dorsal Bspect, and also the prominence upon the pilmtr 
Eurface a little further up the forearm The hand is alio 
carried to the radial side. It was to remedy this thai 
Dupuylren devised his splint The patient has been uniW* 
to use the hand since the accident, and being aniiouB lli«l 
something should be attempted to relieve her I propoK, 
after she is anaesthetized by ether, to break up the amaa 
and strive to bring the fractured portions more neariy ifl 
apposition. Dr. Gouley will then put up the fracture befort 
you in the short splints. In this instance we shaB pi»- 
bably have to keep the splints longer applied than m* 
recent case, and consequently there will be less risk « 
anchylosis, and for this reason only we prefer them. J 
proceed in trying to break up this fracture very touciaal 
■would in reducing one which was recent I make 6ni) 
traction upon the hand and thus separate the fr'*"!5^ 
from each other, at the same time I nex it forcibly. _ The 

S)sition of flexion is that which characleriies the ap''5 , 
r. Shrady, which you saw produced such an eiMDew 
result in the other case. Besides traction and fleiiw"'' 
reducing the fragments in position, I make pressure upo" 
the two prominent points. By remoring my fingers I «» 
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re-produce the deformity. This bupiness of refrRpture, in 
order (o produce better reaults, is done much more com- 
menlj lh«n formerly. In old times, when the use of ether 
■wta unknown, the severity of the operation waa Bucb that 
it was rarely submitted to; now, however, it is of much 
more frequent occurrence, for obvious reasons. There ia 
one point in the treatment of fractures near the joint that 
you must not lose sight of, viz. the integrity of the joint 
it«tt The apparatus must be of truch a character and so 
u>plied that the joint wiL not be kept immovable longer 
• than is absolutely necessary. Dr. Warren was in the habit 
of recommending the use of no apparatus whatever in such 
cases, as his experience bad taught him that non-union was 
less liable to occur thaji impairment or loss of fiinctiDn in 
the joint. His rule was, especially in fractures at the elbow 
joint, to place the limb in a sling, and when pain and sneQ- 
ing had disappeared to commence passive motion. In re- 
fracture the violence offered to the parts, which to you 
seems to be very great, is very rarely if ever followed by 
serious inflammation. It is the knowledge of this fact that 
makes the operator less careful in his movements than he 
otherwise would be. I am satisfied, moreover, that there 
is less dauger of inflammatory reaction after an operation 
when an antesthetic has been employed than when the 
patient is sensitive to pain. {The two short splints were 
then applied to the limb by Dr. Gouley ; a pad being placed 
over each extremity of the fragments.) This apparatus 
leaves the wrist free. We do not expect to get a perfect 
result in this case, our main object being to leave her with 
the good use of her wrist that she may attend to her work 



COLLEGE OF PHYSICIANS AND SURGEONS. 

FBOF. PABKEB AITD MABKOE^ CLINia 
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TmioDR or the ToNonc 
Dr. Parker. 
CiBB XVI. Tumor of the Timgue.—A. B.. tet 30, a laboring 
man, six or seven years ago had a chancre, which was 
treated in the ordinary way. Since then he had suffered 
with nocturnal pains, nodes upon the tibia, and other 
(nilinary manifestations of const! tutjond syphilis. About 
eighteen months ago a small white pimple-hke indurataon 
Appeared in the centre of hia tongue. This gradually 
extended iiself in the hngual mass, especially involving its 
left half. For a year he had not been able to protrude the 
touRue from hia mouth, nor to raise it above the level of the 
teetii in the lower jaw ; the power of articulation is neces- 
sarily greatly impaired. There is little or no enlargement 
of the submaxillary and sublingual glands. In the back 
part of the pharynx is a swelling as large as half an egg. 
Tbia t^peared before the induration of the tongue com- 
menced, and is probably of a syphilitic character ; it may 
be a node growing upon one of the cervical vertebra. It 
occupies the situation in which po9t--pharyngeal abscesses 
occur. Such abscesses are, however, very rare, and are 
asually connected with the tubercular diathesis. 

Diagnont. — The subjective symptoms in this case would 
Beem to indicate that the tumor is benign in its character^- 
tbe man is of a healthy family, and appears to have no other 
constitutional taint than that of Byphilis ; but from the objec- 
tive symptoms, wo should suspect malignant disease. The 
tongue ia very liable to malignant disease, but it usually 
occurs in older persons, for the most part in those who are 
over forty-five. There is, it is true, a form of lingual 
induratjon which is dependent upon syphilis, which is one 
of the tertiary manifestations of that disease, and which 
yields to anti-syphilitJc remedies. If this be of syphilitic 
origin, it will yield to potass, iodid. in scruple doses three 
times a day. If it do not yield to this treatment, we must 
conrider it as of a cancerous nature. 

IVeatoKnt — If this prove to be cancerous, there are two 
ways in which we may treat the case: 1. The lingual arteries 
may be tied, so as to cut off the supply of blood from the 



organ. 2. If Oiis fidl to do any good, the tongue might be 
removed by the use of the ecraacur, which is an instrument 
well adapted for use in cases of tliis description. 

JOURNALS FOR NOVEMBER. 
Th« CL«TELAin> Medici L Gaieitk. — Nov. 
Art. I.—Illmtratioru of Mtdiad Juritprudenee. By Dr. C. 
, A. Hartmann, Coroner of Cuyahoga County, Ohio. Art. 
II. — Com of Senile Gangrent following Pnemnttma. 
Reported to the Alliance Medical and Surgical Society. 
By Dr. Joseph Price, Randolph, Ohio. Art, III. — Inverted 
IhenaU. By Dr. B. Webir, Cincinnati, Ohio. After enu- 
merating the various methods proposed for treating this 
painful afBiction, the author gives the following as his own 
plan. Q. Cortic. querei jt&, gallarum turcicarum 3L 
conacissecoque in aq. commun. J x. ad remanentiam, Syj- 
colatune addatur argenti nitrici fusi 3i- Sj, acet satum. J ij. 
M. D. S. Embrocatio. The toe, after being moistened with 
this mixture, should be bandaged with a strip of linen, the 
port in contact with the toe being kept thoroughly satu- 
rated with the liquid, until a care is effected. " S>on after 
the application of this remedy, the swelling of the toe subr 
sides, the excrescences shrink, get black, as also the whole 
toe ; the nail gets brown, soft, brittle, loses its stiffness, and 
ceases to press and dry into the flesh; the skin pulls off, 
and out of the matrix ; a new and well formed nail will be 
developed." Art. IV. — Cephalic ■ Vertion. A case com- 
municated to the Wisconsin Medical Association. By Dr. 
Wm. Crane, Cottage Grove, Wisconsin. Art, V. — Per- 
talpkaie of Iron in a Case of PoeUPartum Uterine Seemor- 
rkage. By Dr. Grio. Mendenhall, Cincinnati, Ohio. After 
fcilure of the ordinary means, the luemorrhage was promptly 
arrested by injecting into the uterine cavity, by means of a 
catheter introduced to the fundus, about three ounces of a 
saturated solution of the persulphate of iron. Art. VI. — 
A Contin'uationof'Dt. Fisher's Caie. 

Omo Medical akd Subqical Joubhal. — Nov. 
Art. I. — NoU» on tome of Ike Chemical Reaettons of Sola- 
nine. By Dr. T. G. Wormlet. Art. 11.— Strychnine and 
the Treatment of ita Poisonoiu EffecU. By Wm. A. Broww, 
McConnelsville, Ohio. Certain articles produce their g)e- 
ciSc eSects, as mtisk, valerian, coffee and lea being general 
nervous stimulants, while opium, hemp, &c.. are cerebral 
stimulants. Strychnine, being purely a Bpinal stimulant, ie 
particularly adapted to the treatment oi' general nervous 
debility of those organs dependent for their supply of 
nervous force on Uic spinal marrow, and hence its value 
in treatment of constipation, pyrosis, gastrodjnia, atonic 
diarrhcea and dysentery, impotence, and spermatorrbcea, all 
of which have been permanently cured by it; also functional 
paralytic affisclions, without organic disease or injury of the 
centres. The smallest quantity known to have caused 
death is half a grain, while there have been instances of 
recovery after more than a grain had been taken. It being, 
as before stated, a spinal stimulant, the pathology of its 
poisoning is " active congestion of nerve fluid in the spinal 
marrow, which is at first stimulated into an increased exer- 
cise of function, finally overwhelmed and disabled, and 
death ensues;" hence treatment should be, first, to supply 



antagonistic to the poisonous agent ; such are found m 
bral and general nervous stimulants, which may be required 
in lar^ dostrs. The fullowing combination is recommended. 
B. Camphor., aKsafietid. aigr. v. every half hour; ifnecea- 
saiy, this may be given in larger doses, combined with mor- 
phia, having in view an impression sufficient to restrain the 
active determination to tlie spinal marrow, and equalise the 
distribution of nerve fluid. Art. III. — Diphtheria. By 
Dr. J. N, Beach, of West Jefl'erson, Ohio, Art. IV.— 
Afarriageii of Comanguinil;/. Abstract of the Report of 
Prof. S. M. Bsinss, with remarks, by Dr. A"D U>RD of 
the Ohio Institute for the Blind, 
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FACTS AND FALLACIES. 
Tac Bcience of medicine ie promoted and made efficacious 
for good, only in proportion to Ihe number ot facia upon 
which it IB based ; and eince a great number of facts on a 
muliitude of Bubjecta are with difficulty acquired, medicine 
is a science which muxt always remain imperfect. And 
while the wisest practitioners will be careful to record iheir 
observation?, and continue to feel that there is much to be 
teamed, arrogant charlatans, Minded by the glare of false 
theories, boldly rush into thick darkness to the destruction 
of tbou.<(and3 of human beings. But anfortunately for the 
progress of science, it too oflen happens that pretenders 
have unintentional imitators, in much that is published, 
with the view of elucidating preconceived opinions. Hence 
it is that the dubious authenticity, and frequent Ihictuation 
in the detail of cases, so often involve well authenticated 
principles of practice. The bias of the mind in favor of 
precouceived opinions is such, that no one who records 
cases with the purpose of proving a theory can be depended 
upon for a fiill record; and he, who only records such 
observations as h^ipen to harmoniie with apartichlar infer- 
ence, brings r^roach upon science. When the ohaerva^ 
tions and experiments of such observers as these are 
repeated by scientific men, other truths are frequently 
brought to light, which are even more numerous than those 
which have been educed in favor of the hypothesis. And 
BO ol\en is this the case, that constant vigilance is necessary 
to distinguish the true from the talse — that which conforms 
with established principles from that which is characteristic 
of a first view. All scientific persons are famiUar with the 
precarious nature of deductions purporting to be based upon 
observations relating to subjects which have but recently 
tMCome the objects of scrutiny ; and no peraon who is con- 
Teiaaot with such subjects, will fail to make a proper esti- 
mate of aucb achievements. 

Sdentific principles can only be established by an assem- 
blage and classification of aS the facta in a given case, 
r^^ardless of the fate of the reasoning deducible from them. 
And those observers who have dune most to advance the 
science of medicine, have accurately recorded all the fiicts 
inrelation to the subjects under consideration; and although 
such observera often fail to make useful application of their 
own observation^ they nevertheless prove themselves to be 
the true benefactors of science by contributing to the 
resouices of their successors, wtio, in a more advanced state 
of science, may deduce from records of this kind the most 
important general principles. Such records serve to point 
out distinctions and analogies, which the state of learning 
at the time they were made was incapable of applying. 

If the science of medicine was peifect, there would be 
DO neceaaity of recording facts or of puUiahing illustrative 
cases, but while it is necessarily imperfect it is neverlheless 
progressive. The varying relations of man unceasingly 
demonstrate new conditions and new phases of disease, in 
many caBes of which wa have little cIm to guide ua in the 



treatment than the knowledge of remedies applied accord- 
ing to certain established princinles. 

Devotion to established princii^es, therefore, is always 
commendable, because its highest authority is proof. Facta 
— not persons — are authority in the science of medicine ; 
and he who personifies the most of these, is moat worthy 
of honor. 

The most valuablft knowledge which a physician can 
acquire is as to the manner in which he can beneficially vary 
the application of remedies to meet new diseases, or the 
new phases of old ones as they occur. And it ia our AeBr- 
ciency in tlie perfection of this branch of medicine, wbicli 
renders a tystem of pradux constantly necessary. But the 
same devotion to facts which induced us to retain an accus- 
tomed remedy, should also induce us to abandon it for 
another, supported by a still greater weight of authority ; 
in this lies the distinction between the man of science and 

Every case of well studied disease fiimishes a mass of 
information which can be acquired in no other way ; and if 
all the facts in relation to a case be recorded, they will not 
only assist us in arriving at correct conclusions in the same 
case, but they wUl ever after be a valuable resource of com- 
parison. If, on the other hand, we trust to our memories 
alone in the ol>servalion of disease, much that is observed 
will be forgotten, and in the long run the mind will become 
stored with more fallades than facts: — circumstances of 
trivial importance which may have happened to chime in 
with preconceived notions will be rememtwred to the exclu- 
sion of more important matter. The different d^r«es of 
attention or interest in particular cases wiU tend to fix them 
in the memory, while the more important cases are forgot- 
ten. Rare, violent, and quickly fatal cases will be remem- 
bered, while the particular circumslancea which have ren- 
dered them so, will never recur to the memory. Obeervm- 
tious of this kind contribute nothing to the sdvancement of 
science. They are always more or leas vague and unreliable, 
rarely serving any useful purpose. They are "experi- 
ence" without a record — consisting more of 
of facts; knowledge that is burdensome to ii 
and wearisome to an audience. But who that has really 
entered the lists of science — practising the truths that are 
known, and ever assiduous to elicit other truths — is not 
often made to lament the position of the revered veteran in 
default of a record ? And of the veterans themaalvea, how 
many are there, indeed, who are often made to r^^ret not 
having some othrr means than their memories by which 
their experience might l>e profitably applied. 

It ia evident that if we would arrive at correct condusiMU 
we shoiUd make a record of the facts as they oocnr. Tho 
labor of recording observations is as nothbg compared with 
its utility. For besides the fund of knowledge wbidi is 
constantly accumulating, the habit of keeping it isof inesti- 
mable value in the cultivation of the judgment — its exercise 
constantly adds to the power of observation ; and that which 
was at first a burden, becomes a pleasure from the &oility 
with which it can be accomplbhed. The first atipect of a 
case of disease to such an observer, presents some idea <rf 
its nature; whether it be acute or chronic, and what 
functions are involved. The mind is at once fixed up«i the 
most important points of study, and the way being open, 
the prearranged systematic means are progressively applied. 
The individual is designated as a subject of disease by hia 
phyucal organisation, and all his surroundings are wei^ied 
Digitized by VjOOQIC 
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in the balance against liis present condition ; and the Btat« 
of his functions are inquired into leriatim. The rfaulls of 
such on examinatioQ ure ccrtnin and uniform, and truths are 
evolved no lesa beneficial to science th*a U> the observer. 

When a large number of casts are thus carefullj recorded, 
it is easy to determine the relative ftequencj ol everj phe- 
aonenoo, and the comparison of each series of phenomena 
with the others "ill determine the relation of all The 
process of uisljsing recorded observations is, of all exer- 
cise), the most bene6cial in its influence ; facts are general- 
iaed of perpetu^ ulility, and these form the bulwarks of 
onr science. Such records are the source of all the know- 
ledge we possess. It is bj them that we have become 
acquainted with the history of disease in different ages and 
countries; the appearance and the disappearance, the 
increase and the decrease of particular maladies, and the 
tendencj of certain localities, prorcssionn, and modes of life 
to protect ftom or to expose to diseases of particular types; 
thej are the source of all our knowledge of diagnosis and of 
prognosis, and they form the only convincing proofs of the 
efficacy of remedies. It is by records that we can prove 
the mortal eSects of drugs ignorantly applied throug'h the 
instrumentality of quacka, with no less certainly than we 
cso prove the fatal effects of mtemperance; and it is by 
them that we can prove that a great mortality is not a 
necessity of city population. It is by records that we can 
refute the notions of the skeptical — lay or medical — Chat the 
powers of the constitution are alone adequate to the cure of 
disease ; and it is by records that we can show that few — 
if an; — diseases csn be safely letl to the powers of tbe 
human system alone, without danger of permanent disability 
or premature death. Finally, and in brief, all the advance 
the science of medicine has ever made, has been made by 
& few utilitarians of ever; age who have followed the 
example of Hippocrates in kbefino a rbcord or theib 
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money for safe keeping, on the excuse that 
whom you lent it were unuhle to keep their en- 
gagements with you ? 

Your early reply to these questions will greatly oblige 
J. W. DRAPER, 
Praideni Mtdkal FacuUy, N.Y.U.M.C. 

At a subsequent meeting of Dr. Aylette's students, the 
following resolutions were passed: — 
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TsB threatened secession of Southern medical students 
from the Univermty Medical College, has at length been 
carried into effect, but not from political considera' 
tions. The grievance now is an alleged indignity offer- 
ed to Da. ATLim, tlie weU known preceptor of large 
clames of Southern students, by the autliorities of that Col- 
lie. The folbwing extracts from morning pnpers will 
give our readers ^ tbe information wliich we have of the 
nature of this movement. 

The letter from Professor Draper at which the students 
lutTe taken such umbrage^ is as follows : — 

Dr. Avlette:— DiarSit — Will you please give me re- 
plies for the use of the Faculty to the four following ques- 

1. Have you informed any student that it is not neces- 
Btiry to take out hb tickets at the beginning of the session, 
Bxi<I that the Faculty did not require their lees until Christ- 

2. Have you taken money from students who had 
brought it to New York for the purpose of paying their 
college fees, and invested it, for your own profit, with 



_. Have you, after receiving New York funds, given to 
any uncurrent notes at a heavy discount, keeping the dif- 
ference for your own ase? 

4. Have jou ftuled W repay any student who bad 
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!f«t«»ndft1«id,f™ioPrBr«, , 

)f the FucDltf »f ihe Mudlal DcputmeDt ofthe Vt 

■a tUBk. cvDUlD ImputitluDi (guliul the chmcu^r 



- - -^ Dr. V. A. Aylelto, mr wo- 
Dnjwr, PmldgDtaCud li bebnU 
Dl g/the rnlvomlljofNeir York, 



id Imfuua, 
-Vktti^ wbfch 

oacD luted lo DillltMe 




•crluDilj agiJiitt tbe prosperll; of lbj< 
bive unV I" kwk St tbe Iwn mijurlty 
eoDoIrT wblch bu b«a, ud will be, I 
ftAbfl. Tbi]reror& 

XetBtteO. Tbit in ai 
Dr. P. A, Aylftt* we hive bt. 

prudent ooDmellor eumuinlva . __„ 

opon bli pKHuul lnl«)iTltv l> DBInie,ud we boldly 

tur of tbeH cbHrptB lg ^lllj of e nuUdune end DbproTOEta Biuoer. 

Eamirtd. In onropinkMi, tbeloDg.cailliiBedud mDMueanFrnllutne. 
tlsniof I>r. Ajlelte, of wbleb our jvedeceHunudunrKlvtabtTe been tbe 
redplenti. In tbe medial depuloieut ■>( tbU Unlvenllj, here mMarUllj 
oonETlbated to the atliileinent uf lie preeent proapeiitr. 

Stmitvfd. TbU In unr cunneilun wlibthletnalitDUun, during the prcKut 
ud pretlaue leeriune, o-e biive iilwa;> fuond Dr. Ajleiie lu nnllfoebtBg 
nifod ; «id In order to pnunute Ite Intrteete bee left vo elforta nnbied to 
prevent uodenti belnc led eMny by tbe pull tied. e^Utlon uf tbe tlineB. 
Aed eo fir from deriving peeuBlvy profit ir«n the use of tbeir money, hu 
Incnrred, to iHir knuwledge, penoiiu hm In atTordlng ibeni leecmmod*- 
tlon, by tbe ekehuge of imcitrTent toe carrent ftindL 

We learn further, that Professor Drae>kr immediately 
resigned his professorship in the University, on learning 
the action of the students, but that the Faculty have unani- 
mously sustained him, and declined to receive his resigna. 
tion. A subsequent meeting of tlie class strongly endorsed 
Prop. Draper's course towards Dr. Aylette, and depre- 
cated his retirement from the college. We hope he will 
be induced to withdraw his resignation, as it would be a 
calamity lo the entire profession of this country to lose as a 
teacher in ourpublicinstitutionsone so accomplished and so 
widely distinguished. 

We are informed at tbe last moment that the course of 
Professor Draper has since been approved by nearly the 
whole class, and that few if any of the Students will with- 
draw from the school 



We learn from The World, that the Medico- Chirvrgioil 
College has had another meeting, presided over by Dr. 
Joan CRiitxr. A paper was read on the " Nature and 
Tieatnient of the Separative Protett," which seems U> 
have thrown the Reporter into an ecstasy, wherein he 
emitted the following sentimentalism : — " The beautiful 
collation of the busy harmonious activities which nature 
summons to repair an ordinary wound as soon as inflam- 
mation has subsided, are among the most instructive of 
those countless marvellous proofs of the Creator's wisdom 
and beneficence which fill that temple of mystery, the 
human body." 

Tlie ptrsLic will regret to learn tliat a member has lost 
a case of croup, and universal sympathy will be excited by 
the admission that the child died of gangrene I It is stated 
in Uiis very authentic report : " that the child from whose 
throat was cxlracled the diphtheritic membrane, exhibited 
at the last meeting, had ditd two days afterwards, of gan- 
grene." A more shocking termination of croup than that 
by gangrene the public cannot well conceive. 
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QtiACEERT Unkabred : or a ConHJderaUon of the moEt pro- 
minent Empirical Schemes of the present time, with an 
enumeration of some of lie causes which contribute to 
■ their aupport. By Dan Kino, M.D., Fellow of the Mass. 
Medical Society, N. A. New Edition. New York : S. 
S. & W. Wood. 1660. pp. 334. 
Wi differ with Dr. King in regard to the melliod of giving 
to legitimate medicine a proper place in pubhc estimation. 
He would espose the errors and deceits of irregutarB to 
popular gaze, and thereby hope lo create a sentiment 
adverse to tlieir various systems of practice. But have not 
such efforts hitherto failed of accomplishing any good t 
We believe they have, and we are not inclined to consider 
that physician profitably employing bis leisure time, who is 
Mgaged in the hopeless task of endeavoring to convince 
his neighbors, by mere words, that his -competitor is 
deceitful. There is a more certain and pleaaanter road to 
success in unmasking quackery than the one he has chosen. 
Let him put forth all his efforts to elevate his own profes- 
sion in the scale of learning and moral eicellence, and he 
will labor to some purpose. If he will every year estabhsh 
in business in a country town, a thoroughly qualified phy- 
sician, he will do more to exterminate quackery than by a 
thousand 9uch volumes as this. True worth in our profes- 
don will always be well rewarded, and we have long been 
convinced that the true medical safeguards of a community 
are the young men who graduate from our hospitals fully 
appointed to take a high rank in society of moral and 
educational qualifications For these reasons we regard 
such compilations as this of Dr. King as valuable time mis- 
spent by those who are competent to do for medicine a 
higher and nobler work. 

Ah Epitome of StmoERr. By J. Beadnell Qill, M.D., 
late House Surgeon to the London Ho^itaL London : 
H. Bulli^re; New York: BuIUSre Brothers. 1860. 
This little volume, which may be carried in the side pocket 
consists of a concise explanation of all surgical diseases and 
scddents, and directions for treatmenL It will prove often- 
times an acceptable pocket companion to the country 
mi^on. . 

Ak Epitomi or BRArrHWAiri's Retrosfbctt op Practical 
Mkdioine Alio SintGEKr. In sii parla — Parts IV., V., VI. 
By Waltir a. Wells, M.D. PubUshed for tlie author r 
By Charles T. Evans, New York. 

The design of Dr. Wells in the preparation of this work, is 
to bring within a narrow compass the vast amount of 
material that has accumulated in Brutfawaite's serial publi- 
cation. To accomplish this, the author has re-arranged the 
entire matter under beads of subjects placed in alphabetical 
order, and then condensed each article so as to give only an 
epitome of its matter. In this manner he has been able to 
comprise the entire forty volumes of that publication in six 
Parte, which are to be bound in two volumes of moderate 
aise. On careful examination of the several Ports, we are 
gratified to find that notwithstanding the immense com- 
pteanon to which Dr. Wells has submitted this standard 



semi-annual, he has rejected nothing of value, but aflordj 
us the very essence of that volumioous pubbcatioD is t 
cheap and most convenient form. He deserves the Bupport 
of the profession in his undertaking. 



Mehobamoa MimCA ; ob Noti-Book oe Midicil Fnm- 
PLES, being a concise syllabus of Etiology, Semeiolo^, 
General Pathology, Nosolt^, and General Thf r^*niica. 
With a Gloasaiy. For the Use of Students. By Hdht 
Hartsdorke, Am. M.D., Professor of Theory snd Practice 
of Medicine in the Medical Department of Penasjlcania 
College, Ac, itc 



Proe. Hartsborhb has succeeded in preparing a very cou- 
venient note-book for medical students, of all Ibttnlslea 
to a course on practical medicine. The work is diiided 
into four parts as follows: Parti. Miology ; "PintL Sana- 
(%y/ Fart IIL General PaOmlagy ; Part IT. A'mi%,' 
Part V. Oaiertd Theraptvtiei. In each diviaon the eut^ecu 
are taken up in the order in which they would oouur ii s 
course of lectures, and brief explanations are gives cf tbe 
various terms employed, and the causes, Gymptoms, pro 
greas, and termination of diseases are minotely bnt bncDj 
fetched. We commend tlie work to the attention of 
students. 



^tforte of ^otuties. 

NEW YORK PATHOLOGICAL SOCIETY. 

STATin Meethio, Dot. 24, 1600. 

E. ERAOKowtzER, M.D., President, in the Chur. 

AHOMALOna TUVOB OP BRUST. 

Dr. Erackowizib exhibited a rare specimen of mimniirT 
tumor, the history of which was as follows : Mrs. H, » 
native of Germany, Eet. 35, widow, bas been oianied onljt 
few months, has had no children, alvrays been in g(M 
health, and none of ber relatives has had cancer. About 
the commencement of 1856 she noticed a small monUe 
painless tumor inside of the right nipple. At fint it 
grew slowly, but half a year after it had t>een discoreied i' 
attained a considerable size, and was the seat of not unCrc- 

Suent, though not very great, pains. December S, 1858, 
le breast was removed. The whole mass weighed tbm 
and a half pounds. The axillary glands were not tSvMi- 
The wound healed three months after the operation. One 
year afterwards a tumor formed in the cicatrix, which, iftv 
six months, attMned the size of a hen's egg. In consequcw" 
of the friction of the garments it commenced to bleed "* 
hemorrhages, though frequent, Vere not abucdaDl. For 
two years she was in the hands of quacks, regular pncU- 
tionera only being called once or twice for alarminj bemM- 
rhagea. Such a one occurred May 28, 1859, whidi can* 
very near carrying her off. The tumor graduaJly reacW 
the present siw, not growing much the lost uz monlM, 
never being very paitffol, and telling on her health onlv I>J 
repeated hemorrhages. She had no fever, and the »^^ 
glands remained unaffected. Dr. Wm. Zietmold lemOTcd 
it in October 1^ 1880. 

The mass was suspended by a skin pedicle an inch and • 
half in circumference, germinating from the cicatrix aboal 
midway. From this short pedicle the naaas swelled out in 
a tumor six inches long, six inches wide, and two imbei 
deep, which is best described by saying that it is the n'J 
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type of cauliflower excrescence. It resembled a huge con- 
dyloma lij its man; nodules of different siste, diTided b; 
more or less deep flpsures. Its color whs tliat of he.ilthy 
granulationa, being on difierent spots on the Eurface of the 
nodules overlaid by a layer of white epidermic-like sub- 
itance. The tumor weighed two and a half pounds, 
nowhere ulcerated on the surface, anit was in all its parts 
firm aod elastic. Oa being cut through it had a pale-red- 
diah amber color, reflecting the light hke bacon. Its tex- 
ture was main); fibrous, the fibrous tracks taking their 
course and spreading from the common centre towards the 
surface, and expanding into a great number and variety of 
papillary appendices. A great number of lamina of pretty 
lai^ blood-vessels showed IhemselveB on the different cuU 
made iu different directions in the mass. From each cut an 
5 of pale amber color 
'88 occupied by a cavity 
running in the direction of the longitudinal diameter three 
inches longand two and ahalfiuthea wide. Its walls were 
formed by a layerof about one-fifth of a line in thickness, of 
an appearance like macerated epidermis. The cavity, which, 
from thealmoet immediate contact of iCa walls, was reduced 
to a mere sUt, contained a greasy, greyiah white, gruraoua 
material, like vemix aueom. The microscopical examination 
revealed a great variety of different textures, very rarely 
combined in the same tumor. I. The juice gotten from 
cutting in the tumor contained a great variety of cells, »Dme 
ova], some angular, aomecaudate and irregular, of the most 
iantaatic forms, but all having the same large shining nuclei 
and nucleoli. Some cells contained two nuclei, each with a 
nucleolus, some one large, elongated, or biscuit-shaped 
nucleus with two nucleoli. No cell contained more than two 
nuclei, but the greatest number only one. Alongside of the 
cells just described were found fiisiform and fibro-plastic cells 
of great length, with smaller nuclei thau those of the cells 
just described. The serum in which these cells floated, by 
addition of acetic acid, coagulated into a fine, granular sul)- 
stance. 2. The texture of the aoUd parts of the tumor 
varied greatly, whether the objects for tiie microscope were 
taken from the surface of the cauliflower excrescences or 
from their interior. Objecta from the surface showed 
nothing but epidermoidai and epithelial cells. These cells 
were arranged in strata of different thickness, according to 
the drcumference, whether the objects were taken from the 
larger and more exposed nodules or fi^m the more tender 
and smaller ones. The cells in the superficial strata were 
all like those of tlie same strata of the epidermis, folded, 
shrivelled to mere scales, many without a distinct nucleus. 
The more removed from the surface towards the substance 
of the growth the more re^lar and succulent became the 
cells, assuming the epithelial character of the pavement 
epithelium of mucous membrane of the mouth or vagina, 
from which they could not be distinguished by any means. 
The deepest layers had smaller, more oval or rounded cells, 
but all with the characteristic nucleus of epithelial cells, and 
entirely different from the nucleus of those cells which 
■were describrd in the serum of the cancer juice. This 
arrangement of the different varieties of epithelial cells could 
bestbe demonstrated by making thin perpendicular sec- 
tions of the walls of tie above-named central cavity of 
the tumor. Thin sections of the interior of the growth 
showed as the base structure prevalently amorphous, here 
and there slightlv striated connective tissue, in which were 
int«r9persed, without regularity, the cells described as float- 
ing in the cancer juice. This connective tissue was in 
many places interrupted by darkly striated tracts of seem- 
ingly fibrous structure, crossing and interlacing each otlier 
in different, mostly very acute, angles. If such objects were 
very thoroughly subjected to preparation with needles one 
could see sometimes on the edges of these tracis, tliat they 
consisted of fusiform and fibro-plastic cells of the same 
appearance as those suspended in thecancer juice. In very 
thm sections the addition of acetic acid brought out the 
nuclei of these cells beautifully, and corroborated the opi- 
nion that these tracta of seeming striated couDective tissue 
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were composed of fibro-plastic cells very closely packed 
togeiher in the direction of their longitudinal diameter. 
No epithelial cells could be found in the interior of the 
tumor, and it is'worthy of remark that in none of the 
numerous sections put under the microscope could I detect 
an alveolar arrangement of the cells. A great number of 
hlood-Tcssels transmigrated the substance of the tumor, and 
in a couple of objects I succeeded in tracing colossal capil- 
laries forming long loops close under the epithelial stratum 
of the surface of the growth. Another pecuUarity of the 
tumor was this, that in perpendicular sections, taken from 
any part of the walls of the central cavity, right below the 
epithelial stratum, the substance of the tumor showed a 
beautiful network of thick elastic fibres, whicli retained their 
dark, distinct contour for days in specimens subjected to the 
effect of acetic acid. From the premises I am inclined to class 
this tumor as far as its external appearance goes under those 
commonly called papiUary tumort or papillomas. From 
its microscopic appearance, taking in consideration its rich 
vascularity, I should call it following the cla.'sification of 
Paget, hard mtdvl/ary carcinoma. The combination with 
fpithcUal cancer on the surface is sometlune new to me, and 
must be of very rare occurrence — at least 1 do not find it in 
some of the authorities which I consulted. Paget himself 
has never seen it, and mentions two observers as having 
found the combination of epithelial and medullary carci- 
noma. The great rarity of epithelioma of the breast 
as an original growth h apparent from the fact that 
Velpeeu in the lost edition of his Maladies du Sein 
expressly mentions that he does not know one case either 
in his own practice or in literature. In fact Paget is silent 
about it, so are Hannover and Freriche, who wrote mono- 
graphs of epithelial cancer. 
The Society then adjourned. 



NEW YORK ACADEMY OF MEDICINE. 
STiTin Mbbtibc, Nov. 21, 1860. ' 
Db. Johh WiiBou, M.D., Premdent. 



K lukBOR WITH PBOLAPSI OF TBB 
FUNIS U1IBIUCAU8. 

Dr. B. Fordtcb Babker called the attention of the 
Academy to three specimens of deodorizing agents which 
had been sent to him by Dr. Skinner, of Liverpool, for trial. 
They possessed two very important quahties : cheapness 
and efficiency. The first was composed offilleen ounces of 
calcined oyster shells, and sixty-four grains of oil of lar. 
The second preparation was more easily made, and was 
composed of prepared chalk, J xv, ; caustic lime, | i. ; oil of 
tar, sixty-four grains. The third preparation, which was 
liquid, had the following ingredients : Tr. camphor, and 
myrrh, aa Jiy. ; lin. saponis, lij,; acid, acetic, n^xx. ; oL 
picis, q. 8. M. 

The first preparation, when used, should be amalgamated 
with from two to four tablespoon fuls of the finest dry bran. 
The application of the deodorants is very various-jfor 
instance, the powder prepared as above may be sprinkled 
upon the discharges in ihe chamber witli the effect of cor- 
recting the unpleasant odor at once. The hquid prepara- 
tion can be used with an injection — can be applied to lie 
pudenda] cloth, and be employed to very great advantage 
m cancer of the womb, incontinence of urine, etc., etc. Dr. 
Barker, in conclusion, highly recommended the prepara- 

Prof. a. C. Post exhibited a specimen of a female fish, 
taken from San Franci.sco Bay, in California, containing 
within its abdomen a sac subdivided into a number of 
pouches, each of which contained a young fish. Until the 

e;ar 1852, no viviparous fish was known to naturahats. 
n the 7th June of tlial year, Ur. Ay C. Jackwn .caugbt 
DigmzcdbyLiOOglC 
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with ft hook ia quick aucceseion, two flslies of the Rame 
species, mtit! and female. On opening tlie female, lie found 
it to contain in distinct pouclies nineU^n small dehes. 
which, when put into a basin of salt water, swam about in 
a very Urely manoer. He sent an account of the occur- 
rence to M. Agassis, who was at first disposed to be very 
skeptical on the aubjcct But the following year, Mr. Jack- 
son and Mr. T. O. Cary, Jr., sent a number of speciiiicna to 
U. Agaesiz, who could no longer withliold his aitscnt fiom 
the (act that the fish were truly viviparous. Mr. AgaBsiz 
found that, among the specimens sent to him, were two 
distinct i^pecie?, belonging to the same genus. He named 
the genus Embrotoca, and the two species, Isl, Jocksoni, 
2d, Guryi. He regards the sac containing the progeny as 
the lower part of the ovary, and tlie noQches aa iorraeil by 
folds of tbe same. All these pouches communicate by 
elongated slits with the oviduct, which terminate a little 
behind the anus, and at its outlet is surrounded by a strong 
Sphincter. M. Agassiz regards the pregnancy of this 
remarkable genus of hehea, as an example of normal ova- 
rian galation. The young does not seem to be connected 
with its mother by any umbilical attachment. 

Professor Agassiz has pubhihed a paper on these fishes in 
Silliman's Journal for Nov.,1853. 

Dr. a. K. GARnNER read a paper on the hygiene of the 
sewing-machine. (See page 4'iO.) 

Dr. Doiiai.Aa said: None of us will den^ the creat 
benefit of any machine the object of which is to relieve 
labor ; but, ur, it strikes me that Dr. Qardner has not gone 
to the true sources lor his information — to the operatives 
themselves — but seems to have held communication only 
with tbe employers. I have had my attention drawn to 
this subject during the last lew years, and have made sume 
investigations in relation to iL Instead of going to the 

CprietoTS of large establishments, I sought information 
n those who had the supervision of the operators, and 
also the operators themselves. A woman who has cliarge 
of fifty gii'b employed upon the machines, told me that 
many of them wei-e obliged to be in bed every three or 
, four days during a month, and that in almost every instance 
during their menstrual period they were obliged to refrain 
from work. She had also seen some go into a rapid 
decline. Another point which he makes in relation to the 
effect of Ibe work upon the eye, I think is incorrect. In 
many instances that have come under my observation, not 
of poor girls in factories, but ladies possessing machines, the 
eyesight has become so much alTected that they were 
obliged to give up the use of the machine. 

Dr. Gardner maintained that Dr. Douglas's idea of the 
paper was an incorrect one. Dr G. had not only obtained 
nis information from the employers, but also had the direct 
testimony of the operators themselves. In regard to kdiea 
u^ng the machines in their own families, be stated that the 
want of knowledge and practice caused them to work 
unnecessarily hard, hence the straining of the eyes and 
prostration. On the other hand those accustomed to the 
work cotild talk and look about the room during the greater 
part of the time, tbe main trouble being to prepare the 
work tor the madiino. 

Dr. Dooolab, though he regarded the machine as a very 
useful invention, did not think that in itself it was possessed 
of any hypenic properties. So far aa it lessened tbe time 
for labor and decreased its amount it was well enough ; but, 
on the other hand, the constant movements of the lower 
extremities in a sitting posture would tend very naturally 
to produce congestion consequent upon the increased flow 
of blood to the parts, which disposition extending to the 
neighboring organs, would give rise to a corresponding 
hypenemia of the pelvic organs with all its attendant ills. 

Db. Barker reJerred to a case of a lady who was a 
patient of his, and who had some time ago purchased a 
sewing machine. It was a very fascinating erapioymenC for 
her to ait beside it and sew, and finding it difficult to use 
both feet, she used only one. The consequence of this was 
that at the end of a fortnight she suffered from an attack of 



II the knee of tliat side, which confined her 



Dr. T. G. Thomas next exhibited a 
the performance of craniotomy, and gave also the following 
account of the various instruments which had been invented 

for that purpose. 



ber of instruments have been invented for the perfon 
of both its parts, perforation and extraction. In c< 
with those intended for the Ibnner it is 
occupy for a few moments the attention of the Acadeniy 
this evening. In ancient tjmes quite a variety of perfora- 
tors were employed, into a lengthy history of which it wiH 
be altogetlier unprofitable to enter at the present momtoit. 
Avicenna employed instruments which at the same lime 
that they perforated served as crotchets; Mauriceau fol- 
lowed his example, tlie lire-lcte of tlie latter being loo well 
known to require more than a mention. Sevret. Dionis, 
Fried, and otliers, made use of instruments which were 
guarded, and Sir Fielding Ould, at a still later period^ 
invented one called the " Terebra occulta" which consistad 
of a species of sheath containing a knife which could be 
projected at will. By some a simple bistoury or ordinary 
surgical knife bos been employed ; by others a plain spear 
of steel with a head like that of an arrow, while others pre- 
ferred a species of scissors whose cutting edges were oo 
their outer borders. 

But as my intention is not to give a history of thia 
instrument I will pursue the subject no further. It will be 
sufficient to give some idea of the great variety of perfora- 
tors at various times introduced, to slate that in tlie thesis 
ot a young Frenchman, who wrote in the ye;ir 1832, sixty 
were mentioned. How many have since been added to 
the list we will not stop to inquire, but will at once proceed 
to those moat recently inveclcd, and most commonly uaed 
at the present day. 

Beyond all comparison the perforator known as Smellie's 
scissors is more commonly employed than any other. Tbia 
instrument, loo well known to require a description, bas 
been modified in various ways. By Denman ti.e shoulden 
were altered and the inner edges of the blades made dull ; 
by Naegele the joint was so changed that the blades could 
be separated by compressing the handles; by Davis the 
entire shape of the instrument was altered, wbile tbe prin- 
ciple of action of Naegele's instrument was preserved, and 
many minor modifications have at various times been sag- 
gesled by others. The majority of physicians have never 
employed any other than one of these varieties. 

Recently Mr. Hypolite Blot, of Paris, has invented an 
instrument acting upon precisely the sume principle as tbe 
scissors of Sroeilie, but consisting of two discs of eteel 
shaped like arrow-heads, which, being introduced lying one 
on the other, are separated at will, and thus cut with tbe 
outer edges, which are shaip. 

In Germany a species of guarded trephine is, as I am 
informed by Dr. Noeggerath, commonly employed. Upon 
theoretical grounds I should suppose that it would not act, 
but Dr. Noeggerath tells me that it is both speedy and 
facile of apphcation. 

Although Smellie's scissors answer the purpose for which 
they were intended, they are by no means perfect, and 
reaily it is surprising that they sliould have so long held 
precedence over all other varieties. I do not express sur- 
prise that they are preferred to all others now before the 
profession, for they are really aa good as, or better than, 
any of tlieir competitors ; but it is astonishing that so many 
efforts should hove left us so much to desire in an iostni- 
mentof Bucb importance to theobsletriciau and hispatients. 
It is with an earnest hope that some of the dangers and 
inconveniences attached to them may be avoided, that I 
have been induced to bring forward a new instrument at 



this ti. 
The chief of the objections to Smellie's 
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1st. It is difficult to penetrate the bones of the ikuil 
wben much ossified, sometimea almost impoaaible. 

2d. In forcing Lbem i^inst the round head the; are 
yery Apt to slip and cut the mother. 

3d. The operator cannot open tbem himself, and hta to 
trust this to an assistant, one of his hands holding one shank 
utd the other guarding the points. 

4th. As the outer edge of each blade is cutting, it is diffi- 
cult to guard both at the same momeDt, and sometimes, 
jerking rapidly through the tjasues, the os is wounded. 
The ioatruraent which I now show consists of a ateel or 
iron tube ten inches long (with the handle, thir- 
teeninches), which ends in ft screw, baa a shoul- 
der two inches from its eztremitj, and hides 
within itself h cutting blade which is thrown 
out of its bed br the hand of the operator. 
The blade joins the body by a slot and pivot, 
which renders ita removal easy for purposes of 
cleansing. It is hoped that it will possess 
these advantages. 

IsL There is no difficulty of introduction, 
for ihe screw being » double one catches read- 
ily in the scalp, and penetrates the skull with 
the same ease and by the same force which 
would cause a gimlet to enter wood, 

2d. It will not slip, for it is not pressed 
against the skull at all, but is wormed in by 
the process of boring. 

3a. llic operator himself throwing out Ihe 

blade, he can regulate its progress, and thus 

prevent its cutting the surrounding parts — an 

' iTitage, however, possessed by Naegele's 



4tb. Tliere is only one cutting edge, and, 

L consequently, this is easily guarded, the atten- 

I tion of the operator not being distracted by 

' one on the other side acting in a different 

direction. Two or three essays have convinced 

me tliat the instrument will penetrate the skull 

with great faciUty, certainty, and safety for the 

In presenting it to the Academy, I wish to 
bo distinctly understood as in nowise entering a filen 
for a more frequent resort to craniotomy, an operation 
which must diminish in frequency of peiformance jwri 
patru with the advance of the obstetric art. But if (as no 
one will deny) this sad operation must in some cases be 
done, it were better that it were well done. 

Any instrument from Smellie's scissors to an ordinary 
piocket knife, will answer for its performance in the hands 
of an adept; it should, however, be remembered that in- 
struments should not be framed to suit adepts, but maladroit 
uid inexpierienced operators. Nor should they be con- 
structed to aid in giving brilliancy to the skilful surgeon; 
they should, as far as possible, protect tlie tyro from the 
mirfortune of doing injury by reason of his incapacity or 
inexperience, and his patient from suffering at his nands. 

So many trifling and insignificant modifications of the 
various instruments employed by the obstetric surgeon have 
been made of late years, that a prejudice gainst further 
chante seems to have sprung up in the minds of many 
practitioners who, when improvements are suggested, are 
inclined to quote such hackneyed phrases as these, " one 
instrument answers as well as another," " an ordinary jack 
knife will do as well as anything else," " it is not the instru- 
ment but the hand which uses it which insures success," 
and many others to the same effect. But what can be more 
tiorougbly opposed to progress than such views? What 
can be more culpable than lor those having human life in 
their keeping to frown upon advances in the implements 
■wliich not only they, but many who have just graduated, 
many who unfortunately are very ignorant, and many who 
have never before operated have to employ, and this too in 
an age when the nfle and other implements of war, the 
mat^oes used in agriculture and in housewifery, in bet all 



those employed in civilized life, are engaging the studious 
attention of thousands of ingenious mechanicians? No 
one will deny that the ^jeculum of Sims, the forceps of 
Elliot, and the lever of Gardner, are great improvements 
upon those employed tweaty years ago ; and all will admit 
that however skilful tht band, however capable the operator, 
the inconvenience, suffering, and danger resulting from their 
use will be much less than if older instruments were still 
adhered to. 

Finally, let me call attention to the fact that although the 
steps of the operation of craniotomy are simple, its mor- 
tality is very great, according to Dr. Fleetwood Churchill 
one in Svc mothers perishing, and of course all the chUdren 
being sacrificed. Surely whatever may diminish one lithe 
of this mortality is well worth the careful study of the 
medical profession. 

Da. WooDHpLL. — I have had occasion to p^form the ope- 
ration of craniotomy three times, and can fully endorse the 
ob,iection to Smeliie s scissors as offered by Dr. Thomas. I 
thmk that the thanks of the profession and Ihe mothers 
are due to Dr. Thomas for introducing this grand iustru- 

Dr. Barker. — After listening to the model paper by Dr. 
Thomns it would hardly seem possible to add any remarks 
which should attract tlie attention of the Academy; and I 
do not propose to, except simply to express my thanks to 
the author for the instrument, which I had the pleasure of 
examining a few weeks since. I never have applied it, and 
T hope the time will be long before an opportunity offers to 
do so, but the instrument seems to me to perfectly and 
safely fulfil its end more tlian any I have ever seen. I 
only rise to express the hope tltat Dr. Thomas will construct 
for us anotiier instrument which shall be equally efficlentin 
accomplishing the other part of the operation — the extrao- 
tjon of the ciiild ; for we certainly nted a new instrument 
for that purpose. I only wish to fully endorse one senti- 
ment in the paper, tliat "as obstetric medicine pro- 
gresses, the necessity for operation will diminish in the 



I am happy to have an opportunity to add a word 
praises which lliis instrument has received. I am glad 



tha 



, because from frequent use of the instrument I am 
somewhat acquunted with the deficiencies of former pal- 
terns and the necessities of the inslrumvnL In the cases 
where I have performed cmniotomy during the last wxteen 

J core, from thirty to 6(tj in number — I cannot exactly say 
ow many, mainly in consultation among the poor residents 
of the city — I have ordinarily used nn instrument differing 
from any shown here by the speaker, a scisuors having 
sharper cutting edges than that presented to-night, but 
guarded by a metollic slide which entirely prevented any 
injury from being effected by it while introducing iL But, 
when the point of the instrument had been carried up to 
the point — necessarily to some distance, when the head was 
above the brim in distortion of the pelvis — and the guard 
removed, then these sharp edses did no little dam^e, if 
not to tlie soft parts of the mother, at least to the fingers of 
the operator, as cuts upon my hands remaining for two or 
three weeks have repeatedly evidenced. 

Then, too, all of the instruments used till now are to be 
thrust forcibly through the calvarium — and books of obste- 
trics especi^y advise, in opening the head, to avoid the 
sutures and foramina — and sometimes they will slip and 
then the ^arp point and edge go into unknown parts, and 
are perhaps sometimes the cause of the opportunity for the 
subsequent post-mortem investigation. With the instru- 
ment now exhibited such accidents cannot h^pen. 

It will also be found especially adapted in those rare cases 
where it is necessary to diminish the head through an 
undilaled os, as in cases which I have recorded in the Ameri- 
can edition of Tyler SmilA'i Obstetrics (Lecture XXXIV.). 
It is evident tliat with it there will be no danger of injuring 
the cervix uteri, unless by the most culpable carelessness in 
the manipulation. 

Another point of excellence io Ibjs jnstrument- 
Uigitized by v 
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which I h«d the oppurtuaity ts see during itscreaCive et«t«, 
iFheD fttMDding a patient in coosultation wiih Dr. T., 
where, in the prospect of ita use, he was engaged with an 
old file io polifilung some of its roughnesses — is in the 
«zI«Dt which may be given to ttie opening made in the 
head. Most of the many modlGcations of Smellie'a scis- 
sors are made so dull, in order to avoid injury, that they 
require great force to make any opening, and the small 
limit of their separation prevents this from being mado 
sufficiently large to allow lie exit of ita contents and the 
desired collapse which follows. 

Thus we have the old perforator, as it would appear now, 
fully perfected, being aiike a blessing to motliera, a conve- 
nience to the obstetric operator, and a lasting honor to its 
ingenious creator. 

Dr. Martin read iLe following: — On the morning of the 
11th of November last, Mrs. D., aged 32 years, m labor 
with her fifth child, had very severe labor-p^ns lor three 
Lours, the most of which time she was on her feet, when 
the me nbranes were ruptured, and a large amount of 
liquor amnii was discharged. She then sent for me. Afler 
she was put to bed I Ibiind the os uteri fully dilated and 
relaxed — the occiput in relation with the left acetabulum — 
the vertex well down — and the head about to enter the 
superior strait The vagina, below the vertex,.was Qlled 
with coils of the funis, in which pulsation was tolerably 
distinct, in the absence of pain, but scarcely perceptible 
when the head was forced duwn by a labor-pain. The 
cord had descended at the curve of the brim between the 
riglit sacro-iliac synchondrosis and the promontory of the 

The patient was immediately placed upon her knees, witJi 



The fingers of the left band were then introduced, and 
efforts made to replace the cord. But its coils could not, 
in that manner, be conveyed to the point from which gra- 
vitation would cause them to elide down into the body of 
the uterus. The hand was then introduced, and the fmgers 
passed along the side of the fcetal head, carrying the cord 
to the brim at the Bacro-linea pectinca, and holding it there 
until the last loop glided downward over the breast of Che 
child. If the funis had descended on the pubic side of the 
head it could, no doibl, have been easily returned by the 
fingers. But when it passes down to ibe position in whic:h 
I loand it, at the time the membranes are ruptured, or 
afterwards, the operation, as Dr. Thomas has ehown, will 
almost certainly prove a failure unless the whole hand be 
introduced. 

AfWr the withdrawal of the hand, the labor-puos were 
very strong and frequent. But I soon found that if gravi- 
tation aided in the restoration and retention of the funis, it 
also acted with decided e£fect in delaying the entrance of 
the foetal head into the cavity of the pelvis sufficiently to 
prevent a- recurrence of the prolapse, when a change in the 
position of the parent should be made. For the longitu- 
dinal axis of the uterus being nearly vertical the recession 
of the head, during the tntervab between the labor-pains, 
was much greater than usual, and the progress of the 
labor, closely observed for half an hour, was scarcely per- 

To meet this difficulty I placed a small blanket, folded 
into a thick cushion, between the bed and the uterine tumor 
upon which it rested in the absence of pain, and during 
each labor-pain I passed the right hand under the fundus 
uteri and pressed upward, in the direction of the superior 
Strut with sufficient force to counterbalance the weight of 
the uterus and its contents. I now had the satisfaction to 
find that in twenty minutes the head had entered into the 
cavity of the pelvis. The patient was then turned upon her 
back, and in tliirty minutes more tlie labor was 1«rminal*;d 
as if there had been no complication from the beginning. 
Uother and child did well. 

This is the lir^t labor, with a prolapse of the funis, that 
baa ooourred in my practice since Dr. Thomas read his 



valuable paper on the subject before the New York Acsi- 
demy of Medicine ; yet, such was the confidence that I lud 
in the plan of treatment he proposed, that I did not entertain 
the slightest doubt as to the result, from the moment my fin- 
ger touched the cord until the woman was delivered. And it 
may be safely asserted that henceforth this complication «f 
labor will Cease to be a terror to the accouclieur; and that 
experience will soon givo the " Poiiund Trtatmait," in 
such cases, " Va proper place among the resources of obste- 

Dr. WooDHTLL referred to a case of prolapsus of the 

funis that was relieved by a resort to Dr. Thomas's method. 
The Academy then adjourned. 
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LDTD MEDICAL COLLEGE.— CITY HOSPITAL OP 
CHICAGO. 
JTo tha Editor of tb* Anniout Uidkul Tnm.] 
Sir: — The object of this communication is to make same 
corrections of statements made by your corre^mndent 
" Piiula" of this city. It is asserted by him that the num- 
ber of students in attendance upon the lectures of the lind 
Medical College is less than last year, that the course is not 
satisfactory, and also " discouraging to those who inaugu- 
rated U)e new plan of elevating the standard of medical 
education." The class this year numbers over forty veiT 
intelligent students — besides some practitioners from dit- 
ferent sections of the North-West~an increase of 50 per 
cent, over the last year's class. The friends of the institu- 
tion have yet to team that its measure of usefulness is 
governed by the number of students matriculated. The 
tact that the College gives a honi fide course of over five 
months, without the usual ckp-trap preliminair lectures, 
that she demands of tlie students that they shall pas ri ' ' 
examinations, not only during each session, dai^, but 
the close of it, before they are advanced to the study of me 
more difficult and practical branches of medicine; that they 
shall be proficient in anatomy, before they attend lectures 
upon surgeiy, for instance; that they shall be profident in 
inorganic diemistry, before they attend lectures upon 
organic chemistry, toxicology, or medical jurisprudence ; 
explains why the halls of the College are not filhd, as they 
might otherwise be. with undearable students who can 
never adorn the medical profession, and explains the reason 
why the present class are en thu^aslJc in thctr studies — hard- 
working, feeling that their diplomas will be of some credit 
to themselves. The friends of this school aim, and will 
succeed in always giving U3 the public only well qualified 
and useful physicians, no matter how/eio. The school ia 
well endowed through the munificence of Stlvesteb Lien, 
Esq., and the professors have not the slightest pecuniary 
motive to swell the classes by accessions of ill prepared 
students only prompted to attend lectures dmply for a 
diploma. 

Again, your correspondent has made frequent mention 
of what he calls the " City Hospital of Chicago." Our dty 
has a hospital buUdingi but no ho^ilcd. Four years ago, or 
thereabouts, the building was completed by the city, and 
an attempt was made to organize a medical staff com- 
posed of regular practitioners and homceopaths. Some 
of the former accepted their appointments, others refused 
them ; and whilst tne profession were like to have a pretty 
quarrel over the thing, the new Mayor found that the city 
authorities had no right to construct, much less to open 
and support a hospital, and they so decided, this duly 
evidently belonging to the county officers or board of 
supervisors. The latter were unwilling to undertake it, as 
they provided for the sicb poor at the county house, and 
could see no need for it at present; hence the building was 
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idle pending Ibe iofonnal negotiatJODB for its tale hy the 
citj U> the countj. Since then some half-a-dozen phyo- 
cians obtmDed penniraioD to use the building, and received 
from Ibe city a lease for three yeara free of rant, they 
keeping it in repair, opening it at their own expeose, and 
agreeing to receive such patients te the authorities send 
them at three dollars per week. They succeeded in obtain- 
ing a so-called warden, who moved into it and receives 
boarders ; the sick to be gratuitously attended by tbe phy- 
sicians whm so undentood. These physicians are «(^ 
appointed, raponaibU to no autliorify, during the term of 
their lease, and are repudiated by the city, aa shown in the 
following extract from the Chicago Dtmoerat of Sept. 6, 
1860, edited by John Wentworth, lite promt Maym- of the 
ctfy. 

"CnrHosPrTAL.— Itis well known that the City Hos- 
pital has been leased to several allopathic pbyiricians of this 
city, who alone are reipontibh /or Us maimgtment and for 
aU tta liabilUia. We ^ve been requested to publish the 
fallowing extract from their report, and shall be wiliingW 
do the EAme for any of the otlier hospitals ufCbJcsgo. Tbe 
report speaks of these physicians having the exclusive 
patronage of the county. Lest we shauld be called upon 
by other hospitals to explain this, we state that the county 
physician is one of the lessees from the City. The follow- 
ing is the report," etc, etc. Vdcdii. 
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NEW YORK ACADEMY OF MEDICINE. 

[To Iba Editor oT Ihs Amicui Uniicu Tikb.] 

Sir: — You have rendered good service to the medical 
profession throughout the country by your exposure of the 
abuses in the N. Y. Academy of Medicine, more especially 
that of adtttrHting Hi proceedings in the newspapers. We, 
in Connecticut, have watched with much interest the rise 
and progress of this great metropolitan institution. We 
have r^oiced in the good influence which, in its earlier 
yeare, it exerted in promoting the cause of legitimate 
medicine and of souna medical ethics: and we had gladly 
hoped that this influence for good would always have been 
sustained. But, for the last few years of its hiatorr, these 
hopes have been doomed to disappointment. What has 
produced this change 7 Why do we no longer hear from 
tbe venerable founders, the great and shioiog lights of 
former days, and why are their once familiar feces no 
longer seen 7 Young men have usurped their places ; 
ghriotyptd ^Makers waste the time and weary out your 
Mtience with their ctattUs* ^oqutnce and petty bickerings. 
We ask, Messrs. Editors, has not tlie Academy de|iarUd 
from its legitimate aims? Has it not become an instru- 
ment in the hands of a few individuals, to subserve their 
own private ends 7 Is it not for this reason that TVportert 
for Oie dmiy pren have been tolerated, and even invited to 
be present ; and do not some Fellows of the Academy 
themselves (^proh ptidorl) furnish reports for the news- 
papers 7 We consider that this cause, above all others, has 
roost contributed to the downfall of the Academy. In 
confirmation of these view^ permit us here to quote the 
language of the Boston Medical and Sitryicai Joamal. 

°We are entirely unable to account for the action of the 
Academy, The profession must be in ■ lamentable state 
in New York, if it not only appeals to the public tlirougb 
tbe columns of dally newspapers, but tamely submits to 
abuse from the same p^>ers. We ore not aware that 
the sdenlific proceedings of medical societies are regularly 
pnblished in tbe daily i«pers in any other city of the world 
except New York. The impropriety of the thing is 
obvious. The subjects of discussion ara frequently such as 
are not suitable for thejpublic eye, and especially for the 

erusal of females and childrea Qentlemen might often 
debarred trom reporting unsuccessful case* (often the 
most instructive), if they are to appear in tbe columns of a 
public newspaper ; and, finally, the whole thing is an 
appeal to the public- in other words, guadttry — and we 



wonder that respectably medical men should stand in such 
awe of the ' press' as to submit to it We presume tbe 
result will be, that those members wbo deure to meet for 
improvement will desert the Academy, and frequent other 
societies whose proceedings are only reported in regular 
medical journals. 

The New Jersey Reporter speaks out in stilL stronger lan- 
guage. But we have already occupied too much of your 
valuable space. Let us hope that, with the new regime, 
a betier order of things may be inaugurated. We are tbe 
friends of the Academy, " though we thus apeak." In 
conclusion, we would say. Gentlemen Fellows, reform your 
ways, sustain the dignity of our high calling, Irave adtitrHs- 
ing to qtiada, and better days are in store for you. 



FOEEION COERESPONDENCB. 

Nov. 6, last evening, Dr. McWillinm read a paper by Prof. 
SufPSOH before the Epidemiolt^ical Society, on Notices of 
the appearanet* oftyphilis in Scotland in the lott years of the 
fifteenth century. AfttT noticing the various opinions as to 
tbe time of the first appearance of syphilis, tbe writer took 
it sail settled fact that the diaeo^ was first recognixed in 
Italy, about 1494-5, at the invasion of Charles VIIL of 
France, and was seen in its most marked form at Naples. 
The disease spread northward on the return of Charles's 
army, and soon made its appearance among the Swiss and 
Germans, and tioolly reached Scotland. An edict of the 
Town Council of Al>erdcen, in relation to those infected, 
was issued in 1497, and that of Edinburgh soon after. 
Many quotations from writers of that period, as well as 
ofBcial documents, were given, showing the nature of tbe 
disease. It appears that James IV., then on the throne of 
Scothmd, hod some knowledge of medicine and surgery, 
and even practised the latter branch. From the entries in 
his expense book it seems that he was accustomed to pay 
bis patients for submitting to his treatment The deduc- 
tions of Prof. S. are that, first, {rora the interest manifested 
in this disease it must have been unknown befrire ; teoand, 
if syphilis was first known in Britain at this period, it is 
not a species of gonorrhoea or leprosy, both of which were 
well known in this country prior to that date; third, its 
mode of propagation was supposed to be by means of cloth- 
ing, baths, and even by tbe breath, but not by sexual inter- 
cour^, which was even recommended for its cure. An 
interesting diBCussion followed, in which Dr. Copland and 
Dr. Babington participated. 



lltWtal fjtos. 



St. TiNCKrr'g HospitjIL. — Dr. P. J. Curke, as Attend- 
ing Physician, in place of Or, Murray, who has been 
appoint«d Consulting Physician. 



Shradt — Lkivib. — At tbe Church of the Inoamation, 
N.Y., on Wednesday, Dec 19th, Qkobob F. Shradt, M.D., 
Associate Editor of the "American Medical Times," to 
MiSB Mart Liwis, of Ulster Co, N.Y. 

DEATHS. 

BRtiretuDs.— At Troy, N.Y., on Tuesday, Dec. II, of 
consumption, Jank Euzabbtu, only daughter of Dr. Thomas 
C. and Elisabeth Brinsmade. 

AoADBHT or Mtnic WE.— During the year the following 

Kntlemen have been elected Honorable Fellows; — Dr. 
A1TBBWS SpALDino ; Dr. Eli Ives, Sr. ; Dr. RinsBti Meb- 
set; Dr. Rene LAROcnK; Dr. Wm. Qcsson. As non-resi- 
dent Fellows:— Dr. Hbkrt Vak Arsdau; Dr. C.A.Lcc; 
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Dr. FitANCia Brroer ; Dr. F. Cihfbell Stuabt ; Dr. F. M, 
JonMBTON. The following resident Fellows hnve affixed 
their names to the conBtituIion : — Dr. J. S. TnEBAtro; Dr. 
Wm. R. Donaohb; Dr. Robt. Rat, Jr. 

From the annual report of the truatee?, it appenri that 
the total amount of huilding fund in their hands la |4001 42, 
af which 12500 is invested od bond and mortgage at seven 
per cenL interest, and the balance deposited m different 
aavmgs hanks. The treasurer. Dr. J. 0, Pond, reports that 
the receipts of the Academy during the last tinnncial year 
have amouated to 1998 74, in addition to vfhich there was 
a balance on hand at the time of the last annual report of 
f433 67, making an aggregate amount of $1433 41, Of 
this amount, $200 has been added to tlie building fund. 
This sum, with bills paid for printing and for current 
expenses of the Academy, and bills already audited and 
remaining unpaid, will leave $233 30 in the treasury of the 
Academy at the preseut time. 

PaicaoLOQiCAL Journal (London). — Thi.i excellent quar- 
terly periodical, devoted to the interests of psychological 
medicine, is about to commence a new series, nnder the 
title of Toe Medical Cbitic akd Pstciio logical Journal, 
and enlarged to 200 pages. A series of Essays are 
announced on the present and prospective condition of the 
medical profession, in its moral, social, political, literarj, and 
scientific relations. This Journal is tlio private property of 
its distinguished editor, Dr. Forbes Wihbi.ow. 

Tub Year-Book of the New Svdenbah Sociktt. — 
The first volume of this series just issued, meets with uni- 
versal condemnation at the hands of the London reviewers, 

Ol Gall w Fbost-Bite. — Assistant Surgeon John Moore, 
of Camp Scott, Utah, states that he has employed fresh ox 
gall with great benefit, where the injury is superficial ; it 
is applied as a liniment, or by pieces of lint saturated with 
it. — Arni/ Heparin. 
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SPECIAL NOTICES, 

BetLKYtFE Hospital. — On Saturday (JJiia rfny), December 
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and continxit hi* course on Operative Surgery. 
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Ltwia A. Satrb tviS lecture c 
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CLINICAL LECTURES. 

DELIVERED AT TUE N. O. CHAB 

BY AUSTIN FLINT, M.D. 



ON PtTLMONAIiT EUTHTgEMA. 

{(^neltuttd fivm page GW.) 
dttM o/ihe DUalation of the Ate CeUi.—Theorin of Laen- 
iwc and Qairdner. — lielalioii* of Atlhma aiid Enijihi/iema. 
— Trtutmeiit of Empliysenta. 

' Gentlemen: — I wiali, in this lecture, to say o few words 
i-especling the pathology, or more properly tlie pathogenesis 
or mode of production, since empliysema is probably to he 
considered as a icaion incident to other affections, ralhcr 
than in itself a substantive disease. 

Tlie csscntiid anfvtomical condition we have seen to be 
dilatation of the air cells. Now, what causes tliis dilata- 
tion? What is the mechanism of ita production? Tliuse 
questions are open for discusaion. Ttiey have not been 
conelu.«ively answered In the p'oce of settled answers 
we have discrepant theories. This is perhaps not sur- 
priMng, when it is considered that the anatomical condition 
■was first ascertained and desciibed by Laennec, within ihe 
last half century. Laennec offered an explanation of the 
manner in which the cells become permanently dilated, 
and pathologists have generally accepted his expU 



altho'ughitwillhardly bcarcriticism. "Recent microscopicai 
researches by Mr. Rainey, of London, appeared Iq show 
that fatty degeneration of the cell walls, preceding the 
dilatation, leads to it by impairing the elasticity of the 
organs, and sometimes causing destruction of more or less 
of the walla and coalescence of the ceils. Still more recently. 
Dr. Gairdner, of Kdinhurgli, has submitted a theory, whicn, 
to say tlie least, is citremely inj^nious and plausible. I 
■wiU endeavor to give very briefly the theory of Ijiennec 
and that of Dr. Gairdner, but without diacussing either, 
which would occupy too much time. My object is aimply 
to place before you theoretic views with respect to which 
opinions are divided, in order tiiat you may, if you choose, 
bring to bear upon them your own powers of reasonin" 
and investigation. Here is one among the multitude of 
Bubjecla of pathological iniquiry which remain to be cleared 
up to Ihe satisfaction of all minds. 

There is one fact to be premised whicl) undoubtedly baa 
an important bearing on tiie genesis of emphysema. In 
tie vast majority of cases, the lesion is preceded and accom- 
panied by chronic bronchitis. The eiceptions to this rule 
if any exist, are extremely rare. So commonly associated 
as are these two affections, it is fair to conclude tliat they 
are in some way pathologically connected, and as the bron- 
chitis generally, if not uniformly, precedes the emphysema, 
it is probable that the former is involved in the develop- 
ment of the latter. Laennec observed lliis connexion, and 
accounted for the dilatation of the cells by supposing that 
certain of the smaller bronchial tubes becoming obstructed 
by tenacious, thick mucus, an accumulation of air, and 
thereby distension, occurs in the air cells connected with 
the ot)8iructed tubes. Regarding the act of inspiration as 
more powerful than the act of expiration, he thought ihat 
air was forced into (he cells bcliind the obstruction by the 
former act, and that the latter act wa* unable to expel it 
I have said that the theory of Laennec will hardly bear 
criticism. The expiratory act in forced breathing ii much 
more powerful than the act of inspiration ; hence, it is not 
reasonable to suppose that air will pass by a bronchial 
obstruction in inspiration and not in cipiration, but pre- 
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cisely the reverse would be expected to take place. Moio- 
over, with regard to the obstruction of the tubes by plugs 
of mucu^ when we consider that the tubes form a series 
of branching cylinders constantly diminishing in calibre, 
the effect of the expiratory acts in breathing and coughing 
must be to promote the ]>asRige of the plugs onward from 
tiie smaller to the larger lubes, and therefore, tiie otistruc- 
tion would be lilicly to be less to Uie ciiirent of air from 
the cells than to (he current into the cells. 

Dr. Gairdner regards the dilatation of Ihe cells aa due to 
obstruction of the bronchial tubes. But he refera the scat 
of Uie lesion to cells connected witii unobs trucicd bronchia] 
tubes, not to tiiose situated behind (he obs(ruction. He 
aupfioses that, as an immediate effect of obstruction from 
mucus impacted in the smaller tubes, collapse, more or less, 
of the pulmonary lobules is liable to take place ; an effect 
precisely tho reverse of that which Laennec imagined. 
The air in expiration and in the violent expiratory efforts in 
coughing, according lo Dr. Gairdner's theory, passes by the 
obstructing mucus \ and this obstructing nmcus, moved 
from the smaller to the larger tubes by Ihe expiratory cur- 
rent in breathing and coughing, is again drawn backward 
into the amallcr tubes by tiie inspiratory current of air, and 
thus operates like a ball valve preventing tiie entrance of 
ur into the cells. In this way collapse occurs oflobulea in 
immediate relation to the obstructed tubes. I sliall have 
occasion, in treating of other subjects, to refer to the occur- 
rence of collapse as thus explained, irrespective of it« occur- 
rence antecedently to emphysema. We shall see that the 
so-called lobular pneumonia of children is. in fact, not a 
form of pneumonia, but bronchitis will) collapsed lobules. 
But not to digress from our present subject, how, you will 
ask, does collapse of more or less of the lobules of the lungs 
give rise to emphysema? The volume of breathing capa- 
city of the lungs being diminislied in proportion to the num- 
ber of colhipseU lobules, ihe non-collapsed portions are 
dilated by tlie augmented inspiratory movements, or in 
other words, by atmospherical pre3.->ure. The enlarged 
volume ia thus supplementary to tlic loss of portions of the 
lung structure as regards ihe respiratory function. Dr. 
Gairdner sustains his theory, not only by reasoning, but by 
facts obtiined by direct observation. I cannot, however, 
do more tlian merely present his theory, You will find his 
views enunciated and advocated by himself in a paper con- 
tained in the British and Foreign ifedico-Chirvrgical Heview 
for April, 1653. I refer you to this paper, as his small 
treatise on tiie subject has not been republished in this 
country. I would advise you to read the article referred 
lo, which you will find extremely interesting. I am not 
prepared to say that I believe Dr. Gairdner's theory to be 
nilly adequate to account for the production of emphysem^ 
but, if called upon to decide between it and the theory or 
Laennec, 1 could not hesitate to give it the preference. 

With respect to Mr. Rainey's researches, Dr. Qairdner 
denies that the air cells in emphysema present, under the 
microscope, a greater abundance of fatty granules than ace 
often found when the cells are not dilated. This is a point 
io be settied by further researchea If the cell walla do 
become attenuated and to a ^ater or less extent destroyed 
by fatty degeneration, as claimed by Mr. Rainey, or by any 
other morbid process, this must be considered as having an 
important ticarmg on the development of the affection 
under conra deration. 

An interesting point of inquiry connected with the sub- 
ject of the development of emiihysema, ia its relationship 
to asthma. The latler affection will claim distinct conside- 
ration in my clinical course, as illustrative cases in the hoa- 
pilal come under our observation. A confusion appears to 
exist in the minds of many with respect to the two affec- 
tions, asthma and empbyseiiia. The author of a late work 
on diseases of tiiC chest, speaks of them as one and the 
same affection, and calb an attack of asthma a paroxysm of 
emphysema. The two affections are generally associated, 
but tliey ore by no means always associated. In the case 
which haa suggested this lecture, the emphysema existed 
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iudependeatly of asUiiDft. On the other btoi, I have 
repeatedlj mot with cases of asthma without any of the 
■igna of emphysemB ; but sooner or later, it is true that the 
latter affection osuall^, if not always, becomes developed. 
The affections are quite different in their pathological cha- 
racter. Asthma is a qtaamodic affection of the muscular 
fibres, entering into the composition of the smaller bron- 
chial tubes. Spasm of these muscular fibres contracts the 
tubes and obstructs the pastuige of lur into and from the air 
cells. It is a curious fact that these muscular 6bres appear 
to be incusceptible to spasmodic action in most persons, 
and are peculiarly susceptible in certain persons. The 
latter are tJone capable of becoming afflicted with asthma. 
It is a etill more curious fact that some persons are so con- 
stituted that Bpasm of these muscular fibres is occaaoned 
by the iotroduction, with the atmospheric air, of substances 
which to moat persons are jjerfectly innocuous. Thus, we 
find persons who, from an idiosyncrasy pertaining to the 
bronchial tubes, suffer from asthma when they inhale emana- 
tions from feathers, powdered iptecacuanha, and otlier sub- 
Stances. Like other spasmodic affections, asthma is essen- 
tially paroxysmal. It occurs in paroxysms which are more 
or less frequent in their recurrence and hare a variable 
duration, sometimes only arising when produced by some 
obvious local exciting cause. Emphysema, on the other 
hand, is a lesion, viz. permanent dilation of the air cells j 
and, as we have stated, it may or may not be associated 
with asthma. 

The frequent co-existence of these two affections, how- 
ever, renders it altogether probable that there does exist 
between them some bond of relationship. What is the 
nature of the connexion ? I believe that the link which 
binds them togetJier is chronic bronchitis extending to 
smaller tubes than are involved in ordinary cases of inflam- 
mation of the bronchia! mucous membrane, but, of course, 
not affecting the minute tubes to an extent to constitute 
the disease ^led capillary bronchitis. In persons subject 
to asthma, a paroxysm is generally incident to an attack of 
bronchitis ; or, if the latter be habitual, either to an increase 
of the bronchial inflammation or its extension to smaller 
tubes. It is extremely rare for asthma to occur witiiout 
broDi^tis, although cases of what has been distinguished 
as pure nervous asthma are occasionally met with. In such 
cases, very rarely, if ever, is asthma associated with emphy- 
sema. Bronchitis affecting the smaller tubes in a person 
who has an asthmatic diatheus, develops the susceptibility 
to the spasmodic action which constitutes asthma ; the 
same bronchitis becoming chronic, is likely to lead, sooner 
or later, to emphysema. The asthma per as does not give 
rise to emphysema, nor does the emphysema give rise to 
asthm^ but the bronchitis stuids to each in a causative 
relation. 

I have bnt little lime left for remarks on the treatment of 
emphysema, but I can embrace all that I wish to say now 
nnaer this head in a few words. 

The lesion which constitutes the affection is generally 
renrded as irremediable, and hence, it is only hoped by 
judicious treatment to prevent or retard its progress. We 
oaunot, indeed, expect to effect a cure, but an amount of 
improvement sometimes lakes place which shows that there 
is an iftproximation to a cure. In a case which was under 
my OMervation, some years ago, the affection existed to 
such a degree that the characteristic deformity of the chest 
was marked; this patient has so far recovered that he 
suffers comparatively little, and the deformity of the chest 
ia nearly gone. We should not despair in all cases of placing 
patieQts in a far better condition than that in which we find 
litem when they come to us for treatment. 

The great object of treatment is to relieve, and, if pos- 
sible, to cure the bronchitis, which, as we have seen. Stands 
to the emphysema in the relation of causation. The good 
which we shall be able to do, will be commensurate with 
our success in treating the associated bronchlUs. Now, 
with reference to this object, different remedies will be 
nuted to different cases. But I have fouiu) two remedies 



to possess, in certain cases, a remarkable efficacy. I shall 
content myself with suggesting these, and, in fact, they are 
the only remedies of the efficacy of which I can say mutb 
from my own experience. One of these remedies, and I am 
inclined to think the more efficientof the two, is the iodide 
of potassium. In the case just alluded to, in which the 
improvement was so remarkable, it was manifestly effected 
by means of this remedy. The patient took it io doees of 
five grains, three times daily, until he was so much bene- 
fited that he ceased to come and report his condition ; but 
finding that when the remedy was Eu^>ended, the brm- 
chitis and want of breath returned, he continued to lake it 
of his own accord, with but tittle intermission for a year. 
This was several years ago, and, in the meauiime, he bts 
bad tolerable health, but he finds it necessary, as he recently 
informed me, from time to time to resort to the remedy on 
which his experience has taueht him to rely confidently for 
relief. I have known marked relief in other instances, bat 
you must not expect great results in all cases, and sometimes 
it will fail to afford any henefiL There are some person^ 
by the way, who cannot take this remedy. I have known 
it repeatedly to produce a pustular eruption on the skin ; 
but tbis ia only a trivial inconvenience! It sometimes occa- - 
sions an intolerable dryness and disagreeable sensation in 
the fauces, and in a patient who was long under my obser- 
vation, it produced the effects of an acid poison, exciting 
severe ana protracted vomiting. 

The other remedy is the chlorate of polassa. I hare 
prescribed this remedy repeatedly in cases of emphysema 
during the last two or three vears, and, in severs! in3tapce& 
it has proved highly uaefiil by relieving the asodaled 
bronchitis. Its usefubess was strikingly apparent in a case 
under observation in my wards in this to^tal winter 
before last. I prescribed this remedy in the case which 
has just terminated, but from the patient's condition, I did 
not expect real benefit from this or any remedy. From 
two to four drachms of the chlorate of potaraa may be 
given during the twenty-four hours. Perhaps a larger 
quantity may be borne, but I have never exceeded half an 

It is very probable that other remediee may be as nsefiii^ 
in certain esses, as the two which I have mentioned. Other 
remedies, perhaps, may be efficacious in cases in which 
these fail to prove bcneGcial. I repeat, that I mention 
these only because I cannot advocate other remedies from 
my own experience. 

The importance of early treatment in cases of emphysema 
ia very great. There is reason to believe that, judicioody 
treated before much progressbss been made in the dilatation 
of tlie air-cells, it may, to say the least, be often kept within 
bounda compatible with comfortable health. With refer- 
ence to early treatment, the diagnosis is important. And 
in order to make the diagnosis, the practitioner must be 
competent to avail himself of the information to be obtained 
by physical exploration of the chesL Owing to the too 
common neglect of auscultation and percusaon, the affection 
is often not ascertained at a period when judicious txeatment 
would t>e immensely important to the patienL In fact, it 
ia not uncommon for emphysema to be confounded with 
other affections, even wnen it has advanced to such an 
extent that nothing can be plainer than the physical signs 
which denote its existence. With the aid of pnjucal ex^o- 
ration, the di^nosis rarely presents much dUBcully, as I 
hope to show you on other occa»ons. 

I would remark, in conclusion, that in treating of the 
subject in this lecture, I have had reference exdusirely to 
the commonformof pulmonary emphysema, sometimes dis- 
tinguished as true or vesicular emphysema. A rare variety, 
known by the name of interlobular emphysema, difiecs id 
its seaA and patliological character. In this vanety, air is 
extrBvasBted into tlie areolar or connective tissue, uniting 
together the lobules and the pleura to the pulmonary 
organs. This variety is, in fact, identical with ordinary 
emphysema of the subcutaneous areolar structure, to wtudh 
it may give rise, the ur finding^its way along the roots of 
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the langa, and diffiuiag tlself more or less over the body. 
It would be an improTement in nomenclature if the term 
einphjseiiiB could be limited to this varied, and the com- 
mon form, true or vewcular emphysema, were to receiye 
Bome other title. It is sometimes called rarefaction of the 
lungs- A simpler aad better deaomination is dilatation of 
the air-cdls, which expreeees the special lesion constituting 
the affection. 



Original ^ommunitatiinis. 

REMARKS ON 
EXSECTION OF THE SUPERIOR MAXILLA, 

WITH THE RXPOBT OP A BIIOCESePUI. OPERATION. 

Bt J. HAEET THOMPSON, M.D, 

At an early period, this operation was spolcen of as one 
which might possibly be performed for various diseaaea of 
the Highmorian cavity, with good prospects of success. 
Bren as &r back as 1693, we find leoord of a miccessful 
pvtial removal of the superior maxillary bone, by Akolthus, 
of Breslau. To whom tae credit rightly belongs of having, 
in modem times, ictrodaced the operation to the sfreciu. 
notice of tiie profession is a matter of some doubt M. 
Paillard daims that honor for Dupuytren, and inusts that 
he performed the operation in 1819, and again in 1824 ; 
but this is distinctly denied by M. Oensoul, who, upon the 
authority <A Sanson and PenU Qrandchamp, both of whom 
were preeent, and aemsted at the operations spoken of, 
ritows (hat the whole jaw was not removed in either case, 
and that Dupuytren merely followed the previous opera- 
tions of Desuilt. The Bist well authenticated account of 
am entire removal of the upper jaw was by Oensoul, of 
Iiyons, in May, 1827. After this, it was attempted, in 
iMoember of the same year, by Iriurs, for a sarcomatous 
tumor of the antnmi, in a miner. But he was compelled 
to abandon the operatkm on account of the luemorrhagic 
condition of the gum and palate of lus patient; for, 
■hbonrii he had taken the precaution to tie the common 
carotid artery of the aSected ride, the man lost upvrords of 
two pounds of blood in a few seconds. On August 1, 
1829, Licars performed his second operation- the tumor 
was medullary sarcomatous; he was successnil so far as 
the operation was concerned; bnt unfortunately his patient 
died on the nineteenth day aAer ite performance. His third 
operation for the same disease was on the 10th of January, 
1830 ; the patient a female ; age not given. This time he 
met with complete success ; the woman being able to walk 
about her ward on the eighth day, leave for an urin^ on 
tbe thirtieth day, and was discharged from the hospital, 
cured, on the 5th of March following. Dr. Thomas White 
rdstea a very interesting case, in his own Com m Surgtry, 
of a woman " afflicted with a t^mor betwixt the Eygomatic 
l^oeefls and the nose, arising from the lower part of the 
orbit of the left eye. It preyed the nostrils to one side, so 
as to stop the passage of the air through them, and thrust 
tbe eye out of its orbit, so that it Isy on the left temple. 
Kotwithstanding Uiis, however^ the Junction of sight was 
onimpsired. The tumor occupied the greater part of the 
l«A Mde of the &ce, extending from the lower part of the 
upper jaw to the top of the forehead, and from the farthest 

r I; of the led temple to the external canthus of the eye. 
had an unnsuol and unequal bony hardness, was of a 
dusky, livid color, with varicose veins on the surface ; and 
there was a soft tuberde projecting near the nose, where 
nature hod endeavored in vain to relieve herself." After 
the removal of this mose, the dura mater and vessels of the 
brain were ^parent to the eye and touch. . . . The patient 



recovered. The eye returned to its place, and the patient 
eigoyed the perfect sight of it For the interesting details 
of this operation, I must refer to the Doctor^ own work, 
Ca*tt in Surgery. I am not aware of any other case 
on record, in which the patient recovered after such exten- 
sive mischief hod been done by disease of tlie antrum. 

Syme, Liston, Fergusson, Shaugnessy, and many other 
eminent sur^ons of Europe hare repeatedly removed the 
superior maxilla and malar bones of both sides with com- 
plete success ; and many of our prominent surgeons in the 
United States have not been behind their European 
brethren either for their boldness or success in this particu- 
lar operation. At the head of the list stands the iather of 
American surgery, Dr. Talentine Mott, with most of whose 
operations the majority of the profession are &miliar ; and 
those who are not, I must refer to the Doctor's reports, as 
the list would be much too long for insertion here. 

Dr. Wilinrd Parker has repeatedly removed both of the 
upper jaws, and in one instance half of the lower jaw 
besides, widi perfect success in those cases which have been 
of a benign character. The following three cases, however, 
which ore of a malignant type, have not proved so satisfac- 
tory ; they are reported from the Doctors private notes: — 

Cam 1. — James B, aged 29, from New Jersey, April, 
1844. He had a soft elastic tumor of the left side of 
the lace ; the teeth were loose, and a portion of the wall of the 
antrum was absorbed. The left nostril was obstructed, and 
there was a fcetid discharge. The general health was unim- 
paired. He knew of no eKciting cause; the swelling had 
been tiiere some months. Dr. Parker advised the removal 
of the superior maxilla, to which operation the patient 
agreed to submit The superior maxilla, malar, and half 
the ethmoid of that sde were token awey. The wound 
soon dosed, and in a few days he was able to be out, bat in 
the course of four months the disease returned, and at the 
end of nine months he died. 

Ca*e 2.— Miss Mary B., a^d 38. Cancer of the right 
jaw, operated upon, NoTemher 15, 1845. The disease 
returned, and the patient died four months afterwards. 

Cote 3 — Mr. Dehnonico, aged 76, Cancer of the npper 
jaws; they were removed October 10, 1859; patient 
died April 10, 1860, Uving exactly mx months. 

Doctor Detmold has operated several times for different 
diseases of the upper jaws, with varied results, but unfor- 
tunately he has preserved no notes. 

Doctor Camochon has three times ^ed the common caro> 
tid artery for encepholoid disease of tbe antrum, but with- 
out any good result ; twice he has removed the bone for 
the same disease, unsuccessfully. Three times he has extir- 
pated the superior maxilla andos molte for true osteo-«ar- 
coma; in each cose the patient recovered, and the disease 
did not return. It must oe remembered that Dr. Pariter's 
three unsuccesful cases were not oeteo-sarcoma, but osteo- 
cancer ; hence the reason for such different results as com- 
pared with those of Dr. Camochan. 

Most authorities who recognise osteo-earcoma as a non- 
malignant disease will admit the operation for its removal, 
wikcn situated in the upper jaw, equallyjustiBable with that 
for fibrous tumor or caries, and although extensive and 
attended with considerable risk, few surgeons would hesi- 
tate to perfonn it when indioatea in either of the above dis- 
eases. But the majority of cases which are classified as 
osteo-sareoma, partake more or less of a cancerous charac- 
ter, hence the reason that many of our eminent surgeons 
decline to interfere when the disease is situated in the supe- 
rior maxilla, but will irUtingly operate if the inferior bone 
is tiie seat of the disease. That the risk of the return tA a 
malignant disease, when stuated in the upper jaw, is greaKr 
than in the lower, we may well underatand. In the tower 
jaw there is no fear of reproduction fromany portion of tbe 
disease being left in parts connected by continuity ; we can 
disarticulate and completely remove the bone, and unices 
the soft parts be invoked there is comparatively Kttie to 
apprehend from a retom. In the ui^mt jaw we have no 
such advantage; having to nsQ the uw aad cntUngpfien to 
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effect disarticulation, there is a risk of leaving eorae porlion 
of the diseased bones behind; hence the great need for 
extreme caution daring the operation, tliat every suspected 
part may be removed, and the necessity for early and 
prompt action as soon as the disease is iccognised. If due 
precaution is observed, notwitlistanding all the difDcultieE 
to be encoimtered and the risks to he run, I lliink the 
statistics will show a better average reuult than in any otiier 
equally extensive operation lor malignant or aemi-malignant 
disease — the lower jaw excepted. 

The following case is one upon which I operated on the 
2l8t of April, 18C0, and which, considering the age of 
the patient and the advanced stage of the disease, was as 
unpromising as it well could be: 

Mrs. M., aged C7 years, first presented herself for 
treatment November 6, 1&">D, Buffering from acuto 
inflammation of the lachrymal sac, which being in the 
suppurative stage, I opened freely, giving immediate 
refief. The patient had up to that time enjoyed fair health. 
Some few days subsequently, the acutene«8 of the attack 
having subsided, and the parts being in a condition to 
tolerate careful manipulation, I examined them carefully 
and thoroughly. Upon facing my patient, I obseri-ed the 
left eye was a lioe or more higher than llie riglit, and 
shgbtly more prominent Upon the floor of the orbit there 
were two small tumors, one situated near the external and 
the other near the intern^ cantlius. I thought I could 
detect pulsation in the external tumor, but it was not sufR- 
ciently distinct to be positive whether it arose from the 
artery in my own finger or was in tlie tumor. The left 
nostril was partially occluded by an unelastiu vascular 
tumor which, by its pressure upon the nasal duct, had caused 
inflammation of that canal and subsequently of the sac. 
Upon examining by the mouth, I could find nothing abnor- 
mal in any other part of the bones. From this time imtil 
the middle of December following, the orbital tumors 
increased in size, pushing the eye upwards and outwards; 
•gun examining by.mouth, I founil the bone bulging for- 
ward above the alveolar process, but to no considerable 
extent I made an exploratory puncture of the externa] 
orbital tumor, but without detecting Quid ; the patient com- 
plwned of but little pain, I was now perfectly satisfied it 
was not a simple abscess or dropsy of the antrum. Fibrous 
tumor was equally out of tlie question. I therefore con- 
cluded I bad to contend with a more serious disease, osteo- 
sarcoma, and so informed my patient, intimating the 
probable necessity of an operation for ita removal. Bv tlie 
latter part of January, 1860, the disease had fuUy developed 
itself, giving the cheek considerable prominence, the hone 
bulging upon its buccal, palatal, and orbital walls. There 
was a steady pain descrioed bv tlie patient as similar in 
character to a "gnawing toothache. Shortly after tliis 
she was seen by Dr. Markoe, who confirmed the diagnosis 
of osteo-sarcoma and recommended its removal. 

I laid the matter fairly before my patient and her family, 
informing them of the certainty of a fatal issue to the case 
if left to itself, of the possible benefit of an operation, and 
of all its attending risks, especially in a woman of her age, 
leaving the clioice in their own hands, but withal advising 
its reniovaL The patient concluded that as she was suffer- 
ing no extreme pain, she would not submit to the opera- 
tion. From this time until tlie middle of April following, 
the disease increased rapidly, the pain hod now become so 
severo as to deprive her of sleep, and she was failing under 
the severe constitutional disturbance. She was now urgent 
in desiring an immediate operation, as the only means of 
escaping from her present torture.' The accompanying 
sketch was token on tlie l!)th of April, and will give some 
idea of her general appearance. 

On the 21st of April, at 2 p.m., assisted by Dra. Markoe 
and Moses, I removed the entire mass whicli included the 
■uperior maxillary and malar bones and part of the zygoma. 
The patient was laid upon a table of convenient heiglit, 
with her head slightly elevated, and was brought fully 
tinder the influence of ether. I made my first incision 



from the inner canlhus of the eye vertically down through 
the upper Up. The check was next laid open from (ie 
temporal fossa to the inner angle of the moutli, and the flap 
thus formed dissf^ted up as rapidly as possible, turned upon 
the forehead, and there held by an assistant The oozing 
fi om tlie cut surfaces of the flap was quickly stopped by the 



styptic action of the atmosphere. The only arteries which 
required a ligature, were the facial and its maseeteric 
branch, the other vessels were restrained by torsion. The 
diseased bonea being uow fully exposed, I removed the left 
central incisor, and with Hey s metacarpal saw divided the 
alveolar border as far as tlie palatine process. Then intio- 
ducinc one blade of a strong pair of bone pliers into the left 
nostril and the other into the alveolar and palatine groove, 
completed the section of tliis part The palatine plate of 
the palate-bone being involved in the disease, had to be 
sacrificed. By cross-cutting with an ordinary scalpiel the 
velum palati was separated from the doomed parts. The 
zygomatic process was next divided with the ordinair 
hone-pliers — next the outer orbital process of the frontal 
bone at its transverse facial suture, and lastly, the naaal 
process of the superior maxilla. The floor of the orbit had 
been completely absorbed by the diBease. On pretwng 
down tlie mass a portion of the pterygoid process of the 
sphenoid bone was broken off. The few remuning con- 
nexions to the soil paris were readily divided, and the 
disi.'ased bones removed. In the deep part of the cavity, 
immediately behind that portion of the pterygoid pro- 
cess which had been broken oft, the internal moxiiUiy 
artery could be seen pulsating ; but in its lower portion, it 
was surrounded by a very suspicious-looking mass, in 
removing wliicli tlie artery was ruptured, but being imme- 
diately secured gave no annoyance. After a cerefid exa- 
mination of the parts, and trimming off some sliaqi pobta 
of the bones, the flap was brought down and retained in 
apposition to the corresponding parts — the outer cat by 
silver pins and twisted suture, and the itmer one by simpfe 
interrupted silk suture — the object being to test which of 
the two methods was most satisfactory. The cavity was 
filled with line shreds of lint, the patient removed to her 
bed, and left to recover from the eO'ects of the eth^. 
During the operation, the mouth was kept free from Mood, 
by being continually cleansed with small pieces of sponge, 
tied on pieces of cane for handles; with this precantion 
against suffocation, there seems to be no sufficient reason 
for not giving ether in all operations upon the jawa. At 
9 P.u. I again visited my patient; found her comfortable, 
complaining of no pain; had slept some three hours; pulse^ 
96 ; but the circulation in the fli^ was very unsatisfactory, 
and I had some fear that it might slough ; ordered dothes 
wrung out of hot wator to be kept implied to the parts 
during tlic night ; gave some wine and water and 10 m, 
pulv. Doveri. Next morning the case looked Bomewoat 
better ; there was a little warmth in the flap ; patient w»« 
cheerful and had passod a good night ; Buq»eD(ied the hot 
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cloths, and opplied some cotLon batting over tbc check ; 
putsie lOOj feeble ; ordered nounshing diel, and qulnte 
sulph. gre. ij. three times & day, two ounces of sherry wine 
with eaeh dose of the quina. From this time everything 
progrcRsed favorably. Ap7-il 26(A. — I removed the sutures ; 
the wliote extent of the wounds having united by first 
intenljon, it was impossible to decide in favor of either form 
of suture, as each had done equally well. 

The discharge from tlie inner surface being offensive, I 
removed the Tint and introduced fresh, having previously 
soaked it in a weak solution of the chloride of soda. The 
whole extent of tlie inner surface presented a healthy 
appearance; pulse 84, and of a fair character ; stopped the 

Sima, but continued the wine; she could swallow well. 
n the 13fh day she wns able to walk about her room ; 
suffered no pdn ; slept well and bad a good appetite ; pul^e 
SO, and of good character, I again removed tlic lint and 
introduced no more, but ordered the cavity to be flequently 
Fyringed with a solution of the cliloride of soda. On the 
28th of Moy she left home on a visit to some friends in the 
upper part of the city, and on the following Monday she 
walked from her house to the College of Physicians and 
Surgeons, a distance of about one mile, to show the result 
of the operation to the students who had seen her previous to 
its performance ; she walked home t^rain with perfect ease. 
By the early part of July, the parta being sufficiently har- 
dened, Mr. Fisk, dentist, of Bleecker street, made her a par- 
tial set of teeth, with an entire palate, completely filling up 
the roof of llie moiilh as far as (ie velum; tliis was retained 
in position by an air chamber on the sound side, and clasps 
to the leelh. As a matter of cour^ it was useless fur any 



patient, of whom this skctcn was taken shortly after. 



She was now able to attend to her ordinary domestic 
duties with more nomfort t« heraelf than the majority of 
females of her age. 

As to ihe probability of a return of the diaeaae in this 
case, considering i\a advanced stage before removal, its 
nnquestiouable malignant character, os revealed by the 
micrOBCope, I can hardly expect anything else ; and suppos- 
ing such to be the case, it miht&tes nothing against the 
justiflabihty of the operation ; for, at the lowest calculation, 
my patient has gained some months of life, with perfect 
freedom from pain, and a fair prospect of its still longer 
ooDtinuance ; and that is certainly aa much as we can hope 
for after the removal of cancerous disease in any part of the 

I have used the term osteo-sarcoma in this ease, as it is 
the one by which this disease is more generally known, but 
I believe oateo-cancer would be a better title^ aa the former 
has been ^iplied as often to non-malignant diseases, such as 
spina ventosa and fibrous growtlis in the cavity of bones, 
as to those of a more seiious and maUgnant chitracter. 



EELLEVTJE HOSPITAL. 
A Cask or Phbduohia treated bt SriuvLAirrs. 

[BtpoTttd bj- Wk. C FuanBOH, U.D., Hddk Fhjiildu.] 
BmnoET M., set. 35, was admitted into the Hospital Nov. 
23, 1860, giving the following history : — Some two or three 
days before applying for admission, while suffering from a 
cold and cough, was exposed lo very inclement weather, 
soon after she wna seiied with a chill, followed by fever; 
the cough increasing and being accompanied by bronchitio 
expectoration. When admitted was feeble, with dull heavy 
expression of countenance, not readily comprehending ques- 
tjous addressed to her, cheeks flushed, skin dry and hot ; 
tongue coated with dark yellowish fur, along the doreum, 
edges deep red; pulse 120; had had no evacuation from 
the bowels for a week. 

On examination of the chest, nothing abnormal could be 
detected anteriorly, but percussion revealed a little dulness 
about midway of the vertebrol border of the scapula, over 
the left lung, which was rather relative than absolute. On 
auscultation nothing abnormal could be heard during ordi- 
nary breathing, but on a full inspiration, bronchial respira- 
tion could be recognised over the points of dulness. No 
crepitus present. At this time there was but little 
expectoration, and this was white and frothy. 

Trfatment. — Was ordered dry cuppings over tJie region at 
which pneumonia was detected, to be followed by oiled silk 
jacket, for purpose of promoting diaphoresis; also 
9.— Spts.nit. dule. 3j. 

Spt". minderer. J ij. 
Dose — tablespoonful every two hours. 

Nov, 24. — Dulness marked, but very circumscribed. 
Constitutional disturbance out of all proportion to the 
amount of lung tissue involved; bronchial respiration only 
heard on full inspiration. Pulse 130, weaker than on 
yesterday ; tongue dry and red ; was delirious during the 
niriit 

Dry cupping to be repeated, also to take $33. whiskey 
is form of milk punch every two hours — beof tea ad 
Wntam, As an expectorant, the following: 
E. — Ammon. carb. 3 ij. 
Tine Sanguinar. 
Syr. Bale, Tolut aajj. 

Dose — teaspoonful : two at intervals of two hours, alter- 
nating with tne above. 

AW. 25.— Patjent delirious. Pulse 140; respirations 50; 
dulness extending ; bronchial respiration and bronchophony 
very distinct. Stimulus increased to Jss. every half hour, 
with free use of beef tea. 26.— Pulse 120. Sputa very 
viscid, and has ' . > , ..... 

27. — Pnlsc 108, fuller; phvBical signs 

28,— Pulse 100. 

29. — Dulness not bo marked ; less bronchial respirations. 
■i3«c, 1.— Pulse 96; tongue moist, wiih thin coating of 
whitish fur, air enters lung more readily, Dec. 3. — Pulse 
88; continued treatment for to-day. Dec. 4. Stimulus 
reduced Sss. every 3 hours, beef tea freely taken— re- 
spiration becoming soft and breezy, rapidly improvine. 
Ike. 7. — No dulness — no bronchial breathmg and but littTe 
cough. Dee. 8. — Soon be able to leave the HoapitaL 

nursehy and child's hospital. 

PsEUMOSu AND Colitis, Seqcel* or thk Sdhkkr Oom- 

"Itts cliild, whose case is related belovr, fell a victim to the 
pathological changes induced by the summer complaint. 
The points of interest are the foluwing : First, the extreni' 
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become rusty colored — continued treat- 
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emacifttioD and protracted oongh, without the presence of 
tubercles. The witopsiea made at this institution show that 
tubercular depoeition is not of common occurrence in ihis 
disease, however protracted the case maj be, or gT«at the 
emaciation. Secondly, the preaence of prettj extensive 
pneumonia, -with no ^preciable change in the reai^tion, 
and with only a slight thongh persistent cough. Thirdly, 
the condition of the primn vi«e. 

Com. — A female infant, twelve months old, was admitted 
into the hospital in the latter part of September, emadated, 
with bowels loose and stomsch irritable, and this conditiou 
dated back several weeks previously. Some Ume after ber 
admieeion she was observed lo have a slight hackiug cough, 
but her respiration was not painful or sensibly disturbed. 
She was given various mixtures, to strengtheu her, and cor- 
rect her bowels, without any material improvemenL She 
grew more and more emaciated and feeble, and finally died 
quietly in a state of exhaustion on the 20th day of Sep- 

Autopm/ iwdee hourt after dealh. — Bigor mortis, lungs 
readUy inflated sod of he^thv af^earance, except the pos- 
terior portion of the lell lower Iobe-~about one third 
of the whole lobe — and small portions of tlie upper lobe 
on the same side, and of the lower lobe on the right 
aide ; these portions were dark red, non-crepitant, of 
greater specific gravity than water, and susceptible of only 
partial inOation ; mucous membrane of the bronchial tnbM 
slightly vascular ; liver, kidneys, and spleen of healthy ap- 
pearance; mesenteric glands moderately enlarged ; mucous 
membrane of stomach of the usual firmness, but vascular 
in streaks; mucous membrane of the small intestines not 
Tascular, but so soil as te be easily detached by pressure 
with the nail; the mucous membrane of the entire colon 
vascular and thickened, without ulceration, and in the 
descending portion were small patehea of fibrinous exuda- 
tion which were easily removed from the reddened surface 
undertMsth. The non-crepitant portions of the lunca, 
examined under the microscope, were found to cont4un Uie 
round granular cells of pneumonia in abundance. 
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am OF Tta aortio taltis. 

[B<9orted bjt Xdvud B. Diltdr, ILD., Beddnt IV<°'**-1 

A HAK, 32 yean of age, of small stature, robust constitu- 
tion, temperate habits, and a houaepunter by occupation, 
entered toe hospital on the 18tb of May, 1860, complaining 
that he was suojecl to frequent attacks of dyspncea and 
vertigo; He staled that some nine weeks previously, 
while in the act of carrying a keg of white lead to the 
' upper Boor of one of the hotels of thb city, he was sud- 
denly seized during the ascent of the fifth flight of stait^ 
with a violent, sharp pain in the left side of the chest, 
accompanied with a paroxysm of dyspncea and giddiness 
which compelled him at once to drop hia burden and to 
ding to the balusters for support After some fifteen or 
twenty minutes, however, he sufficiently recovered to 
resume cautiously his occupation, and for several weeks 
subsequently he continued to follow his trade as usual, 
though troubled more or less with difficulty of breathing 
and with attacks of giddiness. The increase of these symp- 
toms had finally obhged him to abandon labor, though at 
the time of his admission here, some three weeks later, hie 
general appearance, when at rest or in moderate exercise, 
was still indicative of ordinary health and vigor. Any 
exertion, however, at once embsrraseed the respiration and 
produced giddines. His feet were found to be slightly 
edematous. For the first week of his residence here he 
suffered extremely from pain in the abdomen, supposed to 
be due to lead poison, from which he had previously 
■ufiered. This pain was relieved after brisk purgation, 



followed by use of pot. iod. Upon auscultation a load 
regui^tant murmur was beard over the site of the aortic 
valves, which, with the symptoms detailed, was ascrit>ed to 
a rupture of one of the folds at tLe time of the patjent'a 
first seirure. With the exception of the relief from the 
abdominal pain, there was but little change in the coikdi- 
tion of the patient until about the Ist of May, when the 
oedema of the lower extremities began somewhat rapidly 
to increase, and moist rftles became audible quite generallj- 
over the posterior aspect of the chest. The cedema soon 
extended to the scrotum and abdominal walls, and csnsed 
so much distress that on the 18th and 19th of Hay iaci- 
sioiis were made at each ankle and in the scrotum, folloired 
for a few days with moderate relief The cedema, bow- 
ever, soon returned to a greater extent than ever, and s 
gangrenous spot made its appearance over the gBatxocQ«- 
miue of the left leg, and almost simultaneously a similar one 
upon the scrotum. With the recurrence of gangrene the 
cedema of the other limb and the atidomm began to sab- 
sde, and before many days entirely disappeared. There 
was now but little complaint of dyspnisa or pain in Uie 
chest. The sloughing progressed rather slowly during Uie 
next few weeks, unt2 a conudersble mass of the *b^y of 
the gastrocnemius, with about two-thirds of the scrottim, 
had come away, while from the thigfa of the affected limb 
there was discharged, through the opening made b^ the 
slough, a quantity of Uiin dark-colored fluid. The patient's 
symptoms gradually changed te those of simple exhaoaticiD, 
and on the 20th of June be died, as if from that ctnee. 

Tht autop*i/ was made thirty-six hours after death. The 
lungs were found (edematous. The heart was large aiid 
flabby, and all its cavities, except the right auride, were 
filled with coagulated blood. The aorta near its junction 
with the heart was the seat of conuderable deposition ot 
atheroma. On pouring a stream of water through the 
vessel, towards tne heart, it met with comparatively little 
obstruction at the valve. A careM examination of the 
latter showed that the point o( mutual attachment of two 
of the folds at the commencement of the aorta had been 
torn away, the folds themselves remwning uninjured jutd 
adherent to each other. 
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CoitGBmTAL N.BTCS; RmiHra urn Opbkatioii. MoKsm 

COXABIUB. 

Case V. — Congenital Ntevui.—Qai set I, has a luevu^ 
circular in shape and an inch and a half in diameter, 
situated oD the abdomen a Uttlc to left of and below the 
umbilicus. The tumor is moderately firm, does not pul- 
sate, is reddish brown in color, and has exited &om birth. 
This condition of things yon see here,' gentlemen, is ahnoot 
always congenital It sometimes sfipeais after birth, and 
under theae circumstanoes it shows itself most oomnionly 
upon the scalp. It is generally arterial in ila character, bat 
sometimes the venous element prAdMninatee. ADenriam 
by anastomoras of the onds of the arteries was treated of 
by Frier, and is described as being connected with malig- 
nant disease. The best treatise I know of on the snbjeet 
is by John BelL These tumora, though small at birtli, 
oSttimeB grow with more or less rapidity during life, alhtf 
^reading fiom the original seat of tfaediseaae, or forming an 
in«gular bloteh upon the surface. Several similar growths 
show themselves in the neighboriiood, which inoreaae in 
siae till they finally coalesce. The vigor of the arterial 
drculalion in these tumors is occasionally audi that they 
pulsate under the hand like true aneurism. They are not 
painful, but are prone to be exceodinriy troublesome, bleed- 
ing when accidentallv wounded. Too mere soMch of a 
pin in a child's clothe^ has been knpwn to nr^iriM to 
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profuse and even Blarming hemorrhage. Wheo called to a 
cue where the tumor does Dot grow, I would advise jou 
not to be in ft huirj to operate, for they Bometimes diaap- 
pear of ihemselvea when the duldren grow older. The 
treatment ia entirely local Where the tumor is small. I 
have oocaaioDally cured it fay TBcciaaling the part Tlw 
kali pumm has been extensively and auccoBBfully applied, 
destroying the tissues by its escharotic property. In using 
this remedy, care must be taken that it be not allowed to 
spread upon the contiguous tissues. One application will 
olten effect a cure, but somelimes several are necessary. 
They may be excised, but owing to the very vascular 



kniie is used, the tumor itself should 
the tissue around and beneath, so as to excise the morbid 
growth in a mass. Another mode of extirpating these 
growlfas is by ligature. If the tumor be smw and promi- 
nent, a thread may simply be tied tightly around it, but if 
as is generallv the case, the base be large, a needle armed 
with a double thread may be passed tluough it, on a level 
with the surrounding sur&ce, and these two threads may 
be made each to include a separate portion of the tumor. 
Sir B. Brodie was i think the Brst who introduced the plan, 
of inserting two needles through the base of the ntevus. at 
right angles with each other, paaainK the ligature under- 
neath, and securing it firmly around the base of the tumor. 
I do not like the ligature in these cases, as it is troublesome 
and very painful to the patient My plan now generally 
is to use the actual cautery. Although it seema a barbarous 
proceeding, and one which mothers are loth to have their 
children submit to, it is, in my opinion, the safest, most 
effective, and least painful The cauteir needles should be 
small and blunt at the point, so that they may bum their 
way into the tissue, rather than penetrate by mechanical 
force. The base of the swelling snould be the part subject 
to the cautery, as it is obviously Irom the base it gets its 
nourishment. The needles should be heated to a white beat, 
as they are (hereby most effectual, and far less paiuAiL 
They are best heated by the alcohol v^wr lamp. You 
observe in this case the tumor is larger than its base, 
overhanging it on all side^ so that it sfipeara to grow irom 
a broad pedicle. The mother states that it has grown con- 
siderably since the birth- of the child, so that interference 
on our part is called for, and the pUm I would recomend 
is the use of the cautery. 

Cisi YI.~Hip Joint Dilate, etc— 3. B., «t 3 years, 
is a pale, scrofulous-looking child. The mother states that 
eight months ago the child had severe pain in right knee, 
and her medical attendant treated it as diseaseof that joint 
The child has now, however, unmistakable signs of disease 
of the corresponding hip. Pain in the knee, gentlemen, is 
one of the first and prominent symptoms of this disease, 
and is a result of Chose curious nervous sympathies which 
we cannot explain. If a child has pain in the knee with- 
out obvious cause, look afler the hip-joint Here we see a 
small abacess on the inner side of the middle of the thigh. 
This might be mbtaken for psoas abscess, pointing down- 
wards, but the mother says the abscess first be^m here. 
Psoas abece^ you know, begins along the psoas muscle, 
and follows the Tascia along Its course, and emerges under 
Ponpart's ligament, along the tendon of this muscle, and 
that of the Uiacus intemus. If this were a psoas abscess, 
then it would first have appeared in that locality. It is 
probably connected with the diseased joint ; but be that as 
It may, when there is tension and ptun the abscess should 
be opened. Concerning the admission of air into the cavity 
of an abscess, when opened, there is a belief tbat it is often 
productive of disastrous consequences. Air doa no harm 
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Art. I. Letter from Dr. SruiroRn S. Chaill£, on Experi- 
mental Physiology. Art. II. ContribnHoiu lo Con^tarative 
Anatomy and Physiology {Crocoddia MitMitiippientit). By 
Da. Bkhset Dowlir. Art. III. Vaieo-Vagatal Pirluia — 
Improvement on ihe common. Yoke Sptcultim of Prof Suw. 
Improvement in llui Introduction of Sutures. By Dr. TT . 
Esns, Edwards' Depot, Hinds county, Uiss. T'oe fistula 
was circular, Gve-eij^uths of an inch in diameter, and the 
operation conusted m removing a strip of vaginal surface, 
three-eighths of an inch in wiotli, from the circumference, 
the introduction antero-posteriorly of six ulver sutures, 
and the introduction of the button or splint of Dr. Bozeman, 
as modified by Dr. Atler. The speculum used was the com- 
mon yoke speculum, with an attachment, consisting of two 
lateral blades, one inch in width, dosed while the instru- 
ment was introduced, then expanded to the extent of from 
two and a half to two and three-quarter inches, the vertical 
nian measuring from one and a half to two inches, admit- 
ting of " perfect freedom of access lo the parts ci ^ 



For the introduction of the sutures, a very small trocar 
and canula was used, which being introduced and the 
trocar withdrawn, " the sutures were passed with an ease 
and rapidity which eUdted commendation from all present" 
Abt. it. Some Aax>unl of the Hoi Springt of Arkaneat: 
communicated in a letter from A. J. Wbioht, Esq., to Dr. 
Samuel A. Cartwriodt, asking for information. Art. Y. 
Bemarki on Medical Hydrtdogy and Mineral Waterij 
induding Ihe Hoi Sprittgi of Arkatuat. 'By Dr. Bemhet 
Dowlbr. Art. VI. Partial Defideney of the Vagina, wUh 



BozEMAH, of^New Orleans. Art. VII. RepoH of a Com 
o^ Albuminuria Oravidarvm, with Remark*. By Dr. 
HuMPHRET PiAXF, of Tazoo City, Miss. — The patient was 
about 20 years of age, married, and about six weeks pre- 
viouB to the writer's seeing her, had miscarried at the stxth 
month of her first pregnancy. The writer found her 
extremely anasarcous, having been unable to assume the 
recumbent position for nearly two weeks; the urine was 
faighlv charged with albumen, and a uterine luemorrhaM 
was duly exhausting her remaining strength. Uiidcr the 
following treatoient the improvement was rapid; 9 Sacchari 
satumi Si.; syrupi simplicis 3iv, ; aqun Sxii. M. A 
teaspoonful every night Q Uagnesin sulphatis, potasses 
bi-tartrati?, potasstBacetatisafi, |i.; aque cinnamomi Jiv.; 
aqiuB J xii. U. A wineglassful three times a day. 9 
Quinite disulphatis Ji.- pulv. ferri JiL; strychniK, grs. 
ii. ; mucilaginis, q.s. M. Make sixtv pills. One to be 
^ven three times a day. The hremorrh^ being arrested 
in a few days, the first mixture was discontinued. Art. 
Tin. AtUigcUacUc Propertiei of BeUadonna. By Dr. S. C. 
ToDsa, Liberty, Miss. Art. IX. Obiteirieal H^fteetiona, 
tugguted by paieagm in Ihefirtt chapter of Exodus, By Dr. 
S. C. TocNO, Liberty, Miss. — The passages extend from the 
15th to the 19th verses inclusive, and suggest the following 
reflections: That there were at that time in Egypt persons 
whose business it was to assist women in childbirth ; that 
these obstetricians were women; tbat the women wer» 
delivered in a sittinp posture; that these midwives feared 
Ood, and regarded tlie interests of their patients more than 
the threats ^ the king ; that these midwives were in the 
habit of attending both the Hebrew and Egyptian women 
in childbirth, or at least were famihar with the processes of 
labor in both cbsses ; that the Hebrew women were more 
easily delivered than the Egyptian women. ' Art. £, Lon- 
don Oorrt^pondeuoe. 
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WiTB Has cumber we close tlic first Tolume of the 
AuKBicAH Medical Tiues. We sbull conmCDCe (lie second 
volume on the Ftrrn or Januart, 1661, with largely in- 
creased facilities for reDdering it attractive to the busy 
practitioner, in every department 



DEFECTS IN MEDICAL EDUCATION. 

In another column will be found au abstract of a paper on 
Pracription Writing, read before the Academy of Medi- 
cine, by Dk. StitriDB, which dcmanda more than a passing 
notice. While we indorse the practical suggestions of that 
paper, we desire to call atlention to a radical defect in the 
education of medical men, which must be remedied, before 
any real improvement can be anticipated in prescription 
writing. 

We are quite sure that we shall startle no one by an 
announcement of the lamentable ignorance of tlie learned 
languages tolerated iu candidates offering themselves for 
medical graduation. Perhaps it might be permitted us to 
say, that the rustinesa of practitioners themselves on this 
subject, and their consequent inability lo put students to 
the proper tests necessary (o discover their proficiency in 
this particular, leads them prudently to avoid treading upon 
the dangerous ground of a long-forgotten syntax. Any 
pedagogue of tlie viciiiage, conveuiently borrowed for that 
purpose, might easily, and with much setf-Iaudatory grace, 
examine the candidates in declensions and enclitics. It 
would save distinguished professors much time — possibly 
even some trouble — and their minds would not be diverted 
from the greater themes of therapeutics, chemistry, and 
physiology, by the necessity of ransacking the storehouse 
of memory for rules of quantity or construction buried 
among the rubbish of bygone memorabilia. 

The feet that all scientific terminology must ever depend 
upon the Latin and Greek languages for its root and basis, 
is the best argument in favor of the importance of making 
those languages an indispensable prerequisite to any pro- 
feasional degree, whether in law, medicine, or theology. 
Had the fathers in any science written their own vernacu- 
lar, what an incongruous and Babel-like medley of tongues 
would not the learning of tliis world have been treasured 
inl Fortunately, the classic tongueaof the ancient civilized 
world — the Latin in the West, and the Greek in the East 
— have always retained their ascendency in the midst of 
the languages of the Romanized nations, and as affording 
the purest idiom, have been ever selected by the learned to 
preserve the record of their writings. Hence oil the 
greatest worics in any and in every department of learning, 
down to the beginning of the last century, were written in 
LatJn or Greek. Even when other languages might have 
been used, these were preferred, as aObrding, among the 



scientific, the easiest medium of comprehensive aod in- 
telligible communication. The great works of Eoerhaave, 
Haller, StaJil, Sydenham, Zacchiaa, Morgagni, etc, in 
Medicine ; of Fortescue, Selden, Grotius, Hubesua, and 
Heineccius, in Iaw ; or Leibnitz, Descartes, and B»cod, 
in Philosophy; or the Benedictine Historians of Fraoce 
and Italy, not to mention the Fatliers in Theology ;— all 
were purposely written in Latin, Many of these are not 
translated, and their treasures are therefore accessible only 
lo the very learned ; for there are learned men, so called, at 
the bar and the bed-side, who would be puzzled to conjugate 
a deponent verb, and would fairly die of prosodic paia in 
attempting to scan a Sapphic verse. 

But these are extreme illustrations of the importance of 
a dead language, and wilh which a man need not be pro- 
foundly familiar in order to become either a great physician 
or surgeon. Still, nothing is lost in obtaining po5se?Gion of 
a key which can unlock the very penetralia of all literary- 

What we would more particularly insist upon, is the 
omis^on to require, in candidates, satisfactory evidence 
that they know enough at Icoet of Latin to read and write 
correctly the prescriptions which they may put forth. We 
have more than once consulted, with feelings of deep mor- 
tification, apothecaries' files, and found among the tretuurcd 
formulae of the wise and great, such gross grammatical errors 
in Latin, as led us to believe that the person, whetlier as 
student or doctor, could certainly never have been femiliar 
with the simplest rudiments of that tongue in which be 
was venturing to prescribe fatal drugs, with directions for 
their use; while, perhaps, a still more Ignorant apolliecary 
was to be the miBUier et ialtrpres of the writing. We are 
well aware that it will be said, a knowledge of Latin is 
always inserted as among the conditions precedent (o gra- 
duation, but to whnt extent is evidence of this fact required ? 
Will it be pretended that an ascertainment of this qualiGca- 
tion is ever rigorously enforced ? . 

Now it follows from tliis, that, besides never reading an 
author in the original tongue, students are constantly being 
admitted to practice who cannot intelligently read Latin 
prescriptions either in books or on their preceptors' tablets, 
simply guessing out what was meant by a haphazard 
remembrance that such a drug is usually administered in 
such a way and at such intervals. This stereotyping of 
knowledge renders it formalistic, and tiie man becomes tied 
down to the rules he has learned by heart, through Ids ina- 
bility to stretch his wiugs and soar upwards into the hea- 
vens of observation. Suppose Sydenham bad never been 
translated, how many of the medical graduates of tlie pre- 
sent year would then be found able to interpret the spirit 
and tlie intention of his prescriptions? Probably not one 
in ten. We might say much more on this subject, and 
even give specimens of prescriptions showing not only 
the ignorance, but the danger to health which might arise 
from thera, in the hands of those who were not themselves 
either intuitively wise, or good guessers, were it calculated 
to Uirow any additional light upon this trite topic We are 
convinced that too many phy^cions are already aware of this 
desecration of (he old canons of medical education, to need 
to bo reminded of the necessity of checking the levelling of 
all educational standards down to the merest apology for 
learning. Let the colleges then look to it that Ihey forget 
not to tJi/orce a knowledge of the Latin, by a rigorous exor- 
as to profideney in it, before i««towing a degree. 
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Dr. Edward R. Squibb read & paper on tlie Pi-oper 
Method of Prescription Writing, of which the following is on 
abstract; — The necessity for information in Uie nomencla- 
ture and language of preecriptiuns was insisted upon not only 
in view of Qie liability to error and misappceliensioD, but 
also to bring up and keep this collateral subject to the nre- 
sent condition of science. The reasons why tliis branch of 
medical practice is so fac behind the age, in general, are 
found first in the supposed secondary or trivial nature of 
the subject; secondly, in not recognising tlie fact that pro- 
gress in general science entails a necessity for change and 
improvement in whatever relates to it ; and thirdly, a failure 
OD the part of teachers to give due prominence and import- 
imcc to this feature of medical education, and the little 
attention given by teachers to the FliarmacopceiH and its 
very plain, concise terminology. In addition to these, errors 
and careless practices here have even a greater tendency 
than usual to perpetuate themselves through habit, etc. As 
the proper use ot language always denotes refinement and 
good taste in the literature and social intercourse of society 
in general, so the same element will aSbrd the same indica- 
tion in professional hterature and association, whilst in the 
Utter it must be of much more importance. As an illustra- 
tion of the necessity for drawing attention te this subject 
it was stated that prescriptions for ihe mild cldoride of mer- 
cury from six medical teachers had been casually met with 
in not one of which the proper officinal name was given to 
it, &nd four out of the six gave to it names that were posi- 
tively incorrect, whilst one in calling it the proto-chloride 
gave it the name which now belongs only to corrosive 
sublimate. 

The occasional changes in scientiQc chemical nomencla- 
ture arising from greater accuracy in the equivalent num- 
bers of metals, ete., prove conclusively the wisdom of the 
course adoptea in the Fbarmacopceia of seizing upon some 
characteristic quality or coIor| as mild, corrosive, red, yellow, 
eta, rather than upon a strict chemical nomenclature that 
ia subject to confusmg mutations. Many of the more com- 
mon macouracies, superfluitjes, and improprieties in termi- 
□ology, were then pointed out in detail, and brought (o the 
standard of the Pharmacopoeia, showing conclusively that 
common usage is very redundant in language as well as 
incorrect and inelegant. Imperfect and confusing abbrevi- 
ations, and the use of proper names of persons in connex- 
ion with articles of the materia medica which have dis- 
tinctive ofEcinal titles, are referred to, and strongly con- 
demned, the latter on the ground ihat Turner's cerate is 
eiaclly upon the same basis as Brandreth's Pills. Tlie 
adoption of the French termination ine for Quinia, Mor- 
phia, Veratria, etc., and their derivative salts, was slronglv 
condemned, first upon tlie ground that we are not a French 
people, and tlierefore should not embrace among our literary 
licences that of the use of French Latin : and secondly upon 
the ground that our own terms Quinia, Morphia, etc., com- 
mon to both Latin and English, and conforniinK to a correct 
chemical system, are shorter, better, and more elegant. The 
danger and impropriety of directing solutions of salts of 
morphia by conventional names is alluded to in strong con- 
denin&tion. The size, form, and style of prescriptions were 
then referred to. Prescriptions are commonly written upon 
paper so small that plain writing is from this cause imprac- 
ticable, and habits of cramped style and bad abbreviations 
are fostered. A presciiption should be a plain terse note to 
the pharmaceutist — should be written on nothing less than 
note paper — should be folded and addressed to some parti- 



cular pharmaceutist — and should be merely Iransmilled to 
such pharmaceutist by the patient or attendants. It is as 
legitimately the property and voucher of the pharmaceutist 
as is any other note he receive.i, or as a receipt for money 
is, and the clum of the patient to it on the ground of hav- 
ing paid for it is unfounded ; whilst his obtaining or retain* 
ing It is a bad practice which conduces to empiricism and 
often to the improper and dangerous use of meditines. The 
details of writing a correct and elegant prescription were 
then alluded to, with one or two important suggestions for 
improvement. First, the plan of Mr. A. B. Taylor of Pbihi- 
delphia was strongly recommended, whereby the signs for 
tjie ounce, drachm, and scruple and the Roman numerals ar« 
abandoned, and tlie number of grains written in plain Arabic 
figures. Thus instead of gr. xxiv. we should liave gr. 24, 
and instead of Sij. 3ij. we should have gr. 160. The signa 
fur ounce and drachm might then be leil for fluids alone, 
and thus offer a characteristic distinction between weight 
and measure. The directions to llie pharmaceutist to make 
into powders, pills, etc., as well as the directions to be pnt 
upon the label, should always be written in plain English, 
for various reasonB,someof which are stated; and the prac- 
tice, occasionally met with, of over-loading prescriptions 
with prolix details intended for the jwtient atonej was criti- 
cised and condemned, at the same time tliat it is slrongty 
recommended diat the dose never be omitted Trom the pre- 
scription. The prescription should always have the fiiU 
dat« t4)pended to it, and should not be signed by initials or 
a uom de plume, but by tlie full surname al least of the 
prescriber, and that legibly written. 



Dr. Squibb then read a second paper on Medical Metro- 
logy, of which we give the following abstract : — The confu- 
sion existing in the use of weights of the same name but 
different value, as in the case ol the troy and avoirdupois 
pounds and ounces — the necessity of pharmaceuUats keep- 
ing both fels, the one to buy and feli by, the other to com- 
pound by — and the failure on the part of the medical profes- 
sion in its attempt to enforce the provisions of the Phanna- 
copceia in the use of the troy pound and ounce, were given 
as the primary circumstances which render a change in the 
presentsystem necessary. This change, though imperative 
m the practice of making preparations tor prescription uses, 
is by no means so much needed in prescribing and com- 
pounding prescriptions, for although pharmaceutists gene- 
rally fail to supply themselves with the troy ounces, and 
therefore use the 9 per cent, smaller avoirdupois ounce in 
making tinctures, etc., yet they always have the divisionsof 
the troy ounce from two drachms downward, for prescrip- 
tion uses: Tinctures of opium, cinchona, etc., are therefore 
commonly made by the use of the avoirdupois or small 
ounce. The measure of the menstruum, however, which 
governs the quantity of Ihe resulting preparation, being 
token correctly, because there is no confusion in this respect 
except Ihat which arises from the commonly incorrect gra- 
duation of the measures, the resulting preparation will be 
deficient in medicinal strength just in proportion as the 
avoirdupois ounce Is lighter tban the ounce intended by the 
Fbarmacopceia, namely 9 per cent. But when these tinc- 
tures come to be used m prescription, they are used as being 
of full strength. The practical difficulties lo be overcome 
in the change are, first, the necessity for two sels of weights 
of difierent value, and secondly, the use of the smaller 
weights where larger are intended. The use of avoirdupois 
weights cannot be prevented nor controlled because it is the 
common legal commercial usage. 

The Council of Medical Education and Itegistration of 
Oreat Britun, in performing that part of its duties which 
consisted in consolidating and revising the British Pharma- 
copoeias, has adopted a change by which the troy weights 
are altogeUier abandoned, and the common avoirdupois 
weights are substituted for them. But as the avoirdupois 
ounce was not well adapted to medical use because it con- 
tains a fraction of a grain (4371 grains) and because it is 
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not capable or being divided without still more Uoablesome 
fraotioDs (as 21Si graina, lOOf graJnf, 54|4 grains,) it was 
decided to adopt a aew division of this ounce, correepood- 
ing in names and numbers with the established apotliecaries' 
diviaon of the troy ounce, — namely to divide the avoirdu- 
pois ounce into 480 parts to be called grains, 20 of these to 
make a scruple, and 60 a drachm, thus making a new 
drachm, scruple, and grain, of different and inferior value to 
the old one. The vaJue of the new drachm in old grains ia 
nearly fifty-five grains, and the grain is AIMS of ihe old 
groin. This plan is stated to accomplish the primary object 
in view in a simple way easily understood, but to be liable 
to many eerious disadvanta^s, particularly its use in this 
country. First, it makes a radical change and increased 
confusion, which reaches even to the practice of prescribing 
tnd compounding prescriptions, whereit wasnot absolutely 
required, and yet does not atljiin to the advantages or per- 
fection of the French metrical system ; whilst this latter 
Bysl«m is so rapidly becoming universal, with advantages 
ao pre-eminent, that it is on all hands contider.tly looked 
upon as the system to be adopted by all at a no very distant 
day. Another grave disadvantage for our use is that it 
could no more be enforced upon our pharmaceutists than 
the present troy system, while it involves the necessity of 
more new weights, and setting aside of old ones. The 
result of its adoption here would probably be similar to the 
present result In the instance of the troy weighs. Some 
would buy them and others would not, and the present 
confusion would consequently he increased. Another dis- 
advantajfe would be its illegality here, and the liability to 
meet with resistance from the law, since to creato a new 
grain of a value inferior to that of the legal standard would 
probably involve the same principle and the same penalty, 
though not done with tlie same object, as the creation of a 

fallon me.iaure to he so called, but to be only 7} pinto, 
t is nevertheless highly desirable, in view of our common 
language-, literature, and practice, tJiat our Pharmacopceia 
and professional usages should be as far as practicable uni- 
form with those of Great Britain. They have made their 
change without the alightost reference to our wants or 
abilities, and we are now forced to adopt their change, or to 
sacrifice the important advantages of uniformity. In order 
to obtain an unbiased expression of the judgment of the 
Academy as to whether the advantages to accrue from uni- 
formity were suGBcient to counterbalance the disadvantages 
of the system as applied to the necessities of this country, 
the writer of the paper then introduced a preamble and reso- 
lutions as follows: 
WUrtat, Thfi Aerfi 
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After on apparent general concurrence in the preamble 
and first resolution, and a few remarks upon the second 
resolution, the Academy did not appear to be willing to 
adopt it against the disadvantages enumerated, at least until 
aflcr the matter should lie over until the nest meeting. 
The writer of the paper then slatod that in the event of the 
Academy being unwilling to adopt this resolution, and 
desiring to go further into the subject in its various bear- 
ings, he had prepared some account of another change 
which he proposea as a substitute for the British change, 
but which be hod not proposed to present until some 
delinito action was taken upon the resolutJon, since he 
feared that any views likely to be held by a ungle indi- 
vidual might be one-aided or partial, and might confuse, if 
they did not prejudice, the action of the Academy upon the 



resolution. The remainder of the paper, proposing the sub- 
stitute, was, however, directed to be read, in order that tbe 
Academy might have the whole sul^ect before it at once. 

The proposed substitute was, first, that the present t^le 
of weights and measures of the Pharmacopceia be continued 
undisturbed, bat be restricted to prescription uses alone ; 
and that the French table of weights and measures, and 
also a compound tAble showing the equivalent values of the 
two tables, he added to this department of the Pharma- 
copceia. This is for the purpose of affording an authorita- 
tive reference for the comparative value of the French 
denominations, and to familiarize physicians and pharma- 
ceutists with the French system and its values, in view of 
its ultimate adoption. Secondly, to abandon the use of 
absolute and orbitraiT weights altogether in the formulia 
and processes of the Pharmacopoeia, and to substitute the 
term parts, to mean parts by any weight whatever, Tbe 
primary object of all processes for compounding medidnil 
preparations is to preserve an invariable ratio among tbe 
mgredients and elements of the mixture; and as arbitraij 
weights are used chiefly to express these ratios, ihej 
become accurate and usetii! only in proportion as thej 
agree among themselves. Then as the present weights do 
not agree among Ihemselves, whilst the term parts is inva- 
riable, this change must accomplish the object in view, ind 
that without adding anything to tbe existing confiiEian 
among arbitrary weights: — without making any radical 
change whereby new values to old terms have to be 
learned ; — without revolutionizing the prescription usages 
or proctice where immediate change is not imperativdy 
needed; — without interfering with doses or effects in any 
way ; — without any risk of conflict with law or estabHshM 
usages ; — and without involving the least necessity for new 
weights or appliances of any kind, since any poasiblesjMem 



their true force and value, and the conclusion is then ai 
at that this is the most simple and easy change that the 
writer can suggest; but this judgment is advanced as that 
of a single individual only, and without t^e least desire U 
bias or control any one, beyond the legitimate inSnenoe (^ 
the arguments, and Ihe truth. The paper closed with the 
request that as for as the proposed substitute is concerned 
the subject may be left entirely open to tbe unbiased action 
of the Comroitlee of Revision, and that the Academy agree 
unconditionally to abide by the result of the decison of 
that Committee, no matter what that deeisionjnay be. 

In the discussion which followed the paper there appeared 
to be a unanimous sentiment in favor of the proposed sub- 



stitute, and the second resolution, on being put t 
received but one affirmative voice, whilst the negative volet 
were very general The judgment of the Academy is vay 
decidedly opposed to the adoption of the Bntiah change, 
and decidedly favorable to the proposed substitute. 
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, at the residence of the bride, by the Rev Lewis 

W. Green, D.D,, Da. Qkoroi Cowak, to Mbb Lbtth, 

daughter of the late Wm. Craio, all of that place. 



Maohetic Lionr, — At a late meeting of the Aoodo/ AW. 
Sci., Phila., pBor. Rooitia of the University of Pennsylvania, 
illustrated the method of producing an intense light by 
placing tbe polea of a galvanic battery in contact with a 
amall thread of merouT?. 

Erratdu. — In the lost number, page 447, the remaiks 
commencing " I am happy to have an o[^rtunity," tc, 
should have been credited to Dr. A. K. Oakdkkr. 
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FreabfOpia, conimeTi cement ot, 313, 
PreBcriplion wriling, proper melhod ot, 459. 
Prison A«cX;i:ition, 2G. 
Prines for the profession, 286, 
Prolapse of funis, ireatineiit o£| 445, 
Pro^tHtorrlio^a, nature of, 51. 

Puerptral fuvcr, digitalis in, 304, 233; eonrulaions in, Bpoplec 
tic, a42. 



Radius, fraclDre of lower end, 367, 440 ; epiphyseal Beparation o£ 

IIG. 
Rapi! committed during sleep, 367. 
Bawaor, Dr. C. it., on iraclieotoniy, 322. 
Hay, Dr. liobcrt, obituary of; 35. 
Keoords of daily practice, review o^ 4S7; iraportHnco of keeping, 

RefrAtiOQ, defects in, SWX 

Hcfraotureofthigli, 19. 

Retina, degeneration of, ITG; latty degeneration (^ 176. 

Richards, Lr. Joaepli it, death of, 18, 

Bicinus communis, seeds o^ 303. 

Riggs, Dr. J. W., ou Iwmia, 120, 

Roper lloapital, -ISO. 

Rush Medical College, 256. » 

San Francisco medical press, S3S. 

Sanitary aaxociation, officeiso^ 432 ; coovention, S4 ; defences, 46. 

Santonin e in aniauroBis, 408. 

Savannah Hospital, 28;i ; Medical College, 1&6. 

Scapula, preeenlation of, 382. 

Scarlet fever, with pericarditis, 841. 

Scrotum, wouad oi) SI. 

Septum nasi, perToration cf, 364. 

Severance, l)r. C. K., on guinea worm, 165. 

Sewing machine, hygiene of, 420, 485. 

Shelby College Clinical lullrmaij and City Hospital, 281 ; Medi- 
cal College, Nashville, 2S6. 

Bhoulder-joint, amputation at, 21.. 

Signals, army, 196. 

Silver suture, advantages of, 4li0. 

Skull, (Vacturo without aymptoms, 51 ; (Vacttire oC 148. 

Small-pox in New York, Ua ; in Philadelphia, 405 ; atatistica 
of, review of, 174. 

Smith, Dr. Andrew II., dyapnua, 89. 

Smitli, Dr. David P., report on fractures, 41, 67, 7S, 214, 840 
856, 412, 431 ; on extension in frucmres, 293 ; on lithotomy, 141. 

Smith, ua hemorrhoids, review ofj 29. 

Smith, Dr. C. D., on watering-places of Gennany, 23B. 

Smith, Dr. J. L., on scarlet lover, 344. 

Soutliem Medical and Surgical Journal, 188, 349. 

Spasm, functional, 194. 

Spinal cord, sympuima of inflsnimalion oi; 140. 

Sprue, case o£ 25, 

Squibb, Dr. Kdward. an.-cstlietlcs and anasthegia, L 

Staphyloma, exlitpatioa of eye for, 429, 

Starling Medical Colk'gc, Columbus, 264. 

Sterility, review ofHutin on, 85; cause oC, 160. 

Btillwell, Dr. C. S., on puerperal convulaiona, 108. 

Stomach, cancer ofc 220, 337 ; rupture o^ 45. 

Strabiamua coovergena, operation for, 384, 3^. 

Stramonium, poisoning by seeds of, 22; in hydrophobia, 230. 

Stricture of urethra, case of, 331, 402. 

Strictures of urethra, Dr. Van Buren on, 271, 307, 343, 379, 415. 

Strydinine, poisoning by, 100. 

Studley, Dr. Vf. F. on Imt and cold stages of discosea, 166 

St Joa. Med. 4 Surg. Jour, 367. 

St Louis Medical College, 360; Lying-in -Tlospi I a], 283: Hospi- 
tal, 983 ; Medical and Surgicnl Journal, 276. 

St Luke's HosplDil, reports from, 329,450: annual report of 393. 

St. Vincent's Ilospilal, 134, 394. 

Suicide in llio Tombs, 314. 

Sunstroke, lecture on, 203. 

Superf<etalion, obaerval inns on, 157. 

Supra-renal capsules, lul.erculous, 280. 

Surgery, epitome of; reviews of, 444. 

Bjasiiham Society publications, 174. 



Synovitis of elbow joint, 296 ; of ankle jmnt, 439. 

Syphilis, constitutional, 110, 363; appearancee of, in Scotland 

in the tiilteiilh ceiitory, 413. 
Syphilijaliou, Prof Jlcbraoii, 275. 

T. 
Tienia, new remedy for, 195. 
Tenneswe glale Hospital, 381. 
Tenolnny peribrmod on pcronei muscles, 439. 
Testicle,' en largtd, ca.'seot; 403. 

Tetanus, case oC 151); pathology of; 323; discossitni cm, 303. 
Thomas, Dr. T. Q-., ou parturient hemorrhage. 217. 
TbompEton, Dr. J. H., on exrasion of maxilla, 463. 
Thumb, contused wound of, 3H5 ; diatocaUon of, 19. 
Tibia, epiphyseal separation, 1 1 6 ; caaea of fracluie oi; 57 ; aeven 

cases of fracture oC 43. 
Title, wliat shall it he, 63. 
Tobacco, Brodie on the use o( 259. 
Tongue, paralysia of, 326 ; tumor of, 441, 
Tracheotomy for foreign body, 222; in syphilitic atfectiDna of 

Tranfiactiuiis of the Obstetrical Society, 139; of Medical Sodety 
of Poinhay, 909; Transylvania University —Medical Uepan- 
ment — 258. 

Trial by our own peer*-«J4. 

Tumor, aiioinalouj, 444; en<7Sted in lobe of car, 366; of the 
tongue, 44 1 ; recurring Jilirourt, 21. 

Turner, Ur. Win. M., oti diphllieria, 401 ; on the pessary, 431. 

Twins, c.ise oi; 40K. 

Tympanum, loss ot; 16S. 

n. 

Ulcer, fistulous, in fhont of larynx, 3. 

Univcraity Medical College, introductory in, 392 ; clinical reporto 
from, 296, 311, H31, 333. 347, 367, 422, 440, 466. 

University of Buffalo, medical department, 263; of Kdinburgh, 
lectures in, 413; of Louisiana, medical department, 253; of 
Louisville, medical department, 267 : of Maryland. 259 ; of 
Nichignn, Medical College, 260; of Nashville, medical depait- 
meut, 266; of New Ifork, medical department 261; of 
Fncilic, medical deparlmeot, 395 : of Pennsylvania, medical 
department, 265; of Vermont Medical College, 267; of Vir- 
ginia. Medical Scliool, 268. 

Ununited fracture, operation for, 380. 

Urea, relations oi; to sugar, 319. 

Uterus, diseaaea of appendages, 66 ; Gbroua tumor ol^ 53. 



Vaccination, best instru men ta Ibr, 287; iolbrmation in, S87. 

Valves, laceration of one of the, of (ho heart, 456. 

Van Buren, Dr. W. H , lecture on clinical surgery, IS; on giijc- 

turcs, 271. 30T, 343, 379, 415; syphilitic disease of larynx, 1, 
Varicose veins, button suture in. 6t ; of leg. SS5 ; metallic l^a- 

ture in, 428; persulplmto of iron, 10, 431 
Vedder, Dr. A. M.. on perforalion of appendix vmniibniu^ 309. 
Vegetation on mitral valve, 8G5. ^ 

Ventihition in ecbools. 397. 
Vermont, letter from, S40. 
Vernon by externa] maoipulation, 882. 
Vcrtebrw, caries of 295. 
Vcsieo' vaginal listula. 135 ; operation Ibr, 381. 
Virginia, Medical Colle)CO of, 30, 
Voice from the country, G4. 
Vomiting in pregnancv, 368. 

W. 
Walslio, Dr. W. H.. on diseases of lungs, rarrew of, 229. 
Watson, Dr. John, on fistulous ulcer in front of larynx, 3 ; on 

amputations, 91, 127. 199, 236. 
Wehb. Dr. Edwin, death of, 162. 
Wells, Dr. W. S., epitome of Itraithwaite's retrospect, review d. 

West, Dr. Cliarles, diseases of infants, review of, 80. 

Wilson, Dr. ,7., on the placenta, 376. 

WiuKlow, Dr. Forbes, on diseases of the brain, 103, 130. 

Wood, Dr. (i. B., review of addresses, 86. 

Wood. Dr. James R., high operation for atone, 6. 

Wound, penetrating, of chest, 9. 

Wrist, incised wound ot 8. 

Z. 
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